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England made a clean sweep, 
winning all three Test matches 
against New Zealand this summer. 
As in the earlier two Tests, Eng¬ 
land sailed to ,1 comfortable vic¬ 
tory, though the initial phase of 
the match suggested a fight-back 
by the tourists .... p 6 

England’s cricket has been deve¬ 
loping remarkably over the last 
two seasons, and Denis Compton 
believes that they could be the best 
team in the world within two years. 
F.ngland now has a long line of 
outstanding young players, and the 
matter of captaincy, which is pro¬ 
blematic at the moment, could be 
solved if David Gower continues to 
play as well as he did during the 
summer .... p 7 

India and Pakistan will resume 
Test cricket after almost 17 years 
of cool relationship Between i h e 
cricket hoards of the two countries. 
Lt. Gen. Azhar Khan, president of 
the ad hoc committee of Pakistan 
cricket board finalized the tour 
rogramme during hi.s vdsit to Bom- 
ay recently .... p 8 

With several of their leading 
cricketers now under contract with 
Kerry Packer, the West Indies se¬ 
lection board faced considerable 
problems in picking their team to 
tour India later this year. Only 
skipper Kallicharran and Vanburn 
Holder, of this inexperienced side, 
have visited India before .... p 16 

The Enfdish soccer season is al¬ 
ways an important occasion and 
generates enormous enthusiasm in 
the country. This year, with the 


kick-off just round the corner, six 
.teams are likely to carry off all 
domestic honours — and, possibly, 
a title or two in European cham¬ 
pionships .... p 23 

Bjorn Borg is top seed for the 
US Open tennis citampionship at 
Forest Hills, while his arch anta¬ 
gonist Jimmy Connors is No. 2. 
Connors, meanwhile, was grabbing 
the headlines for refusing to com¬ 
pete in ‘he Volvo international 
tournaments, which was won by 
Eddie Dibbs .... p 25 

India's women’s hockey team 
face an arduous task at the World 
Cup at Madrid beginning this 
month. Not only are they grouped 
with 'he stronger teams, they are 
also woefully short of match ex¬ 
perience on astrotuif and their 
earlier record is no* loo encourag¬ 
ing either .... p 27 

Once again, last year’s finalists 
and appareirlly joint-holders of the 
Rangaswamy Cup, Railways and 
Indian Airlines .irc likely to meet 
in the final. Railwavs have already 
qualified, while Airlines, with a 
first-leg victory over Tamil Nadu 
need only to draw their second 
match to play Railway.s .... p 3! 

The dispute between RWITC and 
bookmakers has finally reached 
settlement. Both have agreed to a 
20 per cent increase in stall fees 
for Bombay and Bangalore Sum¬ 
mer Meetings. Consequently, the 
bookies’ boycott also has been 
called off .... p 39 
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Kiwis blanked out 


^ NGLAND mowed down the 
" New Zealanders on a dull, 
Xloomy Saturday afternoon with 
their most portent weapons of the 
season — fast man Bob Willis and 
swinj; specialist Ian Botham and 
completed a total rout of ihe tour¬ 
ists winning the series 3-0 with a 
seven-wicket victory at Lord's. 

ITte Lord's Test Rave New Zea¬ 
land a last chance to erase the me¬ 
mory of a miserable, wet summer 
whirl] has featured six one-sided 
contests hardly worthy of the title 
of Tesf matches. 

A decimated Pakistan frustrated 
by incessant rain provided no 
match at all. 

Tlie unfortunate absence of 
Glenn Turner left a Raping hole 
in the New Zealand ba’iinR which 
has never re.'tliscd its full poten¬ 
tial. And they have also sadly 
missed :i major contribution from 
cither Burgess or Congdon. 

Unhappily England have not 
been' snbicctcd to .any real pace 
from Richard Hadlee — though 
there were glimpses at Trent 
Bridge that he was nearing full 
fitness. 

From an F.nglish viewpoint Mike 
Brearley owes his position soiely 
to his brilliant captaincy coupled 
with the fact that be has no seri¬ 
ous rival ... an unhealthy po.si- 
tion for Engli.sh cricket. 


Gower and Edmonds stand ou' 
as the season's Test discoveries. 
Taylor too has been superb and 



Geoff Ilowsrth . . man of 

(he match 


Radley has surprised every one yet 
again. 

England's pace attack is stronger 
than for years and is it possible 
for Ian Botham to continue his re¬ 
markable all-round success when 
the opposition is more formidable. 

F.mburey’s belated arrival fur¬ 
ther strengthens the spin attack in 
a side carrying far loo many guns 
for New Zealand. 

New Zealand did not start the 
Test at Lord's too badly. Their 
captain, Mark Burgess, made an 
optimi.tic statement which in effect 
said; “The only difference between 
the two sides is that England have 
played very close to their full 
potential and wc haven’t. 

Then on the first day of the Test 
they really batted well — seem 
ingly for the firsr -tme on the tour. 
The sun shone and the K'svis mads 
hay as the English bowlers were 
less than accurate and the fielding 
.shoddy. Catches 'hat .s'uck aM sum¬ 
mer were grassed here and that 
m.sdc the big difference as the 
New Zeai.'tndcrs, thanks mainly lo 
Geoff Ifowarih who scored a cen¬ 
tury and skipper Burges.s who has 
shown no form at all but buckled 
down to some resolute defence to 
carry fhem to their best score in 
the Tests. 

The latter half of the New Zea¬ 
land batting order did not provide 
very much resislauce and by the 
second morning Botham was bowl¬ 
ing much better and looking more 



Bob Taylor . . . man iff 
tlie series 



Bob Willis . . . blasted (he 
Kiwis out 

menacing than on the first day. 
Umpire Kckie Bird pulled him up 
for bowling too many bouncers at 
the tail-enders. He finished with 
six wickets for 101 runs taking 
his Test tally to 59 in only 11 
Tests. 

The tourists’ total, of 337 looked 
good especially as the wicket was 
playing incks. The bounce was un¬ 
even and the big men were kick¬ 
ing up a lot of dust. Geoff Boycott 
and Clive Radley steered England 
through the early burst by Hadlee 
putting in his best effort of the 
tour and CoIIinge who was bang¬ 
ing the ball down and making it 
rise awkwardly. Gower as usual 
made batting look easy stroking 
the ball with splendid timing. One 
cover drive off CoUinge stood out— 
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D.-nid Gower . . . potential captain? 


fait foet viete delicately together 
on the crease, his weight was i^to 
the shot, his bat swung along' a 
gentle arc to extra cover and the 
ball zipped away for four. 

Brearley was not very, comfort* 
able though he played a quite little 
innings without really being excit¬ 
ing. England's tail collapsed against 
some very tight howling by the 
New Zealanders with Hadiee tak¬ 
ing the wickets — he finished with 
5 for 84 — and spinner Boock sup¬ 
porting with a superb display of 
containing the batsmen — 25 overs 
for 33 runs. Boork used flight and 
line to the best effect. And .so Eng¬ 
land finished SO behind and (he 
game stood es'citly poised. 

The KiwLs lost the Test in the 
hour and half iha'. followed. Willis 
shared the new ball wi'h Botham 
and they made a shambles of the 
New Zealand batting. Willis thump¬ 
ed the ball hard into the ground 
and had the bai.smen hastily with- 
drawiiv; their hands from the gap. 
Botham kept the bah up uiid swung 
it alarmingly. By stumps New Zea¬ 
land were 37 foi .seven and all was 
over but the shouting. 

With no rain to help, New Zea¬ 
land struggled to f>7 and England 
cantered to a seven wicket victory 
getting the- 118 required with a 
fair degree of ease 

England, 

E ngland Wtll be the best cric¬ 
keting side in the world inside 
two years. An extrav-igani claim? 
1 do not think so. Already this 
.summer relatively inexperienced 
Test jtlaytrrs like David Gtiwer and 
Ian Botham have establisiied them- 
selve.s at Internationa) level. 

And, given the right opportuni- 
tie.s, I am expecting Gower, Paul 
Parker of Sussex, and Yorkshire’s 
Kevin Sharp in emerge as possible 
England captains. 

One problem for the future is 
the captaincy, lliere were sighs of 
relief from the .selectors when Mike 
Brearley made an unconvincing 50 
in.the second Test, but I still have 
grave doubts about his ability as 
a batsman. 

I cannot deny Brearley has the 
support and rc.spect of his players. 
But, at the highest level, be is too 
limited a batsman to succeed con¬ 
sistently. Being a good captain is 
not enough in England terms. 

I am sure he will lead England 
during what promises to be a suc¬ 
cessful Ashes series in Au.s.ralia 
this winter. But he is now 36 years 
Old ... . 

Geoff Boycott has his supporters 
but he i.s me year older than 
Brearley and his personality is un¬ 
suited to (he demands of interna¬ 
tional captaincy. 

Of the other present Test regu- 


the best? 

lars, Bob Willis (29) and Bob Tay¬ 
lor (37) could be stop-gap .skip¬ 
pers Bui in time I would like to 
see a younger man take over. 

Tlic Au.stralians have never been 
afraid to give the job to a young 
player vviih real ability. This is an 
attitude from which wc can learn 
and benefit. 

I believe Gower is perfect cap¬ 
taincy material. When Ray filing- 
worth retires at the end of the 
season, I would like io see Davit^ 
appointed to lead Leicestershire. 

On the field, Gower is the !iest 
timer of a Iwll I have seen for 
many years. Off it, he is a marvel- 
lous amba$.sador ready to share bis 
time with any cricket lover. 

On the brief evidence of his first 
taste of captaincy in Young Eng¬ 
land's third under-)9 Te.sf against 
West Indies this season, he seem¬ 
ed an astute leader. Although the 
match ended in a tame draw, he 
was generally adventurous tactical¬ 
ly. This I admire. 

One important quality he, Par¬ 
ker and Sharp share is a mature 
approach that belies their years. 

Parker, a Bulawayo born right- 
hand batsman is, at 22, a year older 
than Gower. Again.st Lanca.shire in 
the Gillette Cup semi-fin-il he show¬ 


ed whir an alert cricketing brain 
he has. 

While Javed Miaudad, bi.s part¬ 
ner in a (.riirial tbird-wickei stand 
of 123, wa.s attacking ihc bowlers, 
Parker adopted an anchor role. 

Only when the Pakis ani was dis¬ 
missed did Parker begin to show 
his .strokes. 

He is one of the brightest pros¬ 
pects to cmcTge from Cambridge 
University in recent years and he 
i.s .ilso in the Derek R.indali class 
as a cover point. 

Parker looks the ideal teplace- 
mciit for 37-year-«ld Arnold Long 
when^ be relinquishes the t^us&ex 
c,iptai_iicy. Al'hougii perh.iiis not 
experienced enough to warrant se¬ 
lection for the Australian tour, I 
would give him his Test chance 
next summer when we .stage a 
series against India and the World 
Cup. 

Sharp, only 19 ha.s repaid York¬ 
shire's policy of giving ibeit young 
players an e a i 1 y opportunity in 
first-class cricket. 

His 260 for England in the se¬ 
cond undcr-19 Test say,s volunic,s 
about his potential as a batsman. 
And he impressed many people by 
(he way he responded to the resr- 
poiisibilitics of captaincy in that 
match. Clearly he is a man for the 
1980’s. 

John Emburey, of Middlesex, i.s 
a much improved off-spinner and 
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Eniclami’s sp'R twim . . . Phil 

Edmonds and John Eniburey 
both of Middlesex 

should soon find himself in the 
En^and Test side. 

To describe an off spinner as nag- 
gingly accurate i.": one of cricket’s 
more well-worn phrases but it per¬ 
fectly sums up Hniburey who is 
26 today. 

After taking 81 wicket.s last sum¬ 
mer, his first full sca.son, he has 
improved so much (bat Ray Illing¬ 
worth rates him the be: off-spin- 
ncr in the country. 

John will benefit from being in 
the .same country side as Brearlcy, 
Clive Radley and I’hil Edmonds, 
who has emerged in Illingworth’s 
eye as a better all-round bowler 
even than Derek Underwood. 

Edmonds spins the b-sll more 
than the Kent man and gets more 
bounce on dry wicKef;. On any 
boli>fuJ wickets, he too can bo a 
match-winner. 

Gower, Botham, Edmonds, Par¬ 
ker. Sharp plu.s oliu-r youngs.ers 
like 21-ycar-old Miko (lattiog (Mid¬ 
dlesex) and Yorkshii'i;’*. Hiil Alht'y 
(20) ... I have no doubt that Eng¬ 
land’s cricket team h.\.t a triumph¬ 
ant future. 

—DENIS COMPTON 


Making sporting pitches 


64 T N two years Pakistan will be 
^ able to have at least five, if 
not six, Test centres,” said Lt. Gen. 
K. M. Azbar Khan, president of 
the ad hoc committee of Pakis.an’s 
Board of Control for Cricket. 
Azhar and Lt. Col. Rafi Nasim, 
secretary of the ad hoc commit ee, 
were felicitated by the Bombay 
Cricket Association last week. 

The two-man Pakistan Board 
delegation attended the annual 
general meeting of the Indian Cric¬ 
ket Board in Hyderabad over the 
week-end and finalised the itine¬ 


havc to build big stadia accomino- 
dadng at least 50,000 spectators. At 
the moment half the number of 
cricke. enthusiasts are being de> 
nied entry.” 

According to the agreement 
reached between (he two countries, 
there will be an exchange of visits 
between India and Pakis an once 
in two years. In between there 
will be an exchange of under-19 
teams. The first under-19 team front 
Pakistan will visit India in Decem¬ 
ber 1978 and January 1979. 



Lt. Gen, Ashar Khan and lA Col. Rafi Nasim at the 
Wankhede Stadium, Bombay 


rary of the Indian tour of Pakistan 
this month. 

Azhar said that at present Paki¬ 
stan had only two recognised Test 
cenircs in Karachi and Lahore. 
The third one at Hyderabad is on 
the way out. For the Indian totur of 
Pakistan a new Test centre at Fai- 
salabad (l.yallpur) is being tried 
out. “To offer five Tests to all tour¬ 
ing teams in our country, we’ll 


SAM '.by Reg Wootton 



Azhar denied that the Packer's 
World Series Cricket had approadi- 
ed Pakistan Board for staging a 
series in Pakistan. However, the 
Pakistani players contracted to Pac¬ 
ker have been released for the 
seiies against India by the WSC. 

Azhar confirmed that there 
was an offer from the WSC to relay 
and prepare spordng pitches in 
Pakistan. He added that the offer 
is being examined. “There have 
been a lot of complaints from visit¬ 
ing teams about our pi-ches which 
are docile. Even our own players 
have complained about it.” 

Azhar said that there is tremen¬ 
dous enthusiasm for the Indian tour 
in Pakistan and the people are just 
waiting to see your great players 
in action, particularly the spinners. 

The itinerary: 

Sept. 27, 28, 29: vs Pakistan 
Bank’s XI at Karachi. Oct. 1: One- 


SPORTSWEEK, SEPTEMBER 3, 1978' 










d«y inttfnational at Quetta. Oct. 

^ 6: vs NWFP and Baluchistan 
XI at Peshawar. Oct. 8, 9, 10: vs 
Patron's XI at Rawalpindi. Oct. 13; 
One-day internaiional at Sialkot. 
Oct. 16, 17, 18, 20, 21: First Test 
at Faisalabad. Oct. 23, 24, 2S: vs 
Pakistan Universities at Muhan. 
Oct. 27, 28. 29. 31. Nov. 1st: Second 
Test at Lahore. Nov. 3: One-day 
international at Sahiwal. Nov. S, 6. 
7: v.s Punjab XI at Bahawalpur. 
Nov. 9, 10, 11: vs Sind XI at Hy¬ 
derabad. Nov. 14, IS, 17, 18, 19: 
Third Test at Karachi. 

—SHARAD KOTNIS. 


Kisan Rungia — retained their 
seats. Unurigar replaces J. M. Ghor* 
pade who died earlier-this year. 

Fa'ehsinhrao Gaekwad of Baroda 
has been appointed manager of 
the Indian team to tour Pakistan 
this month, while P. R. Mansingh 
of Hyderabad will accompany the 
team as second oflScial. 

Light meters on 

1^ ICKIE BIRD and Barrie Meyer, 
^ the umpires for the third Test, 
carried light meters into action at 
Lord’s. 


Fatehsinh 

manager 



Fatehsinh Gaekwad 


P OLLY UMRIGAK, manager of 
ihc Indian team that toured 
New Zealand, the West Indies and 
Australia over the last two year.s 
was unanimously elected chairman 
of the Indian Cricket Board’.s selec¬ 
tion committee at the Board’s AGM 
in Hyderabad. 

Umrigar will head the five-man 
selection, committee on. which four 
other members — Daitu Phadkar, 
M. L. Jaisimha, Vijay Mehra and 


They were asked to use them 
to help decide whether the light 
improved or deteriorated. Lord’s 
announced. 

The New Zaalanders were upset 
in the second Test at Trent Bridge 
when the umpires decided play 
could .start then called the players 
off after only two balls and so left 
the pilch uncovered. 

But Lord's stressed that their 
decision had nothing to do with 
that. 

New York set 

npONY GREIG, the former Sussex 
^ and England captain, has com¬ 
pleted arrangements for a cricket 
match between a World XI and an 
American All-star <,eam in New 
York on September 2 and said: 
“The promoter expects a 1.1,(X)0 
crowd. I have no doubts that we 
will succeed.” 

Creig stressed that the match is 
not a World Series Cricket match. 
But if everything goes to plan Pac¬ 
ker cricket will start up in Ame¬ 
rica next year. 

He said: “The American public 
are intrigued by cricket. For a 
start they can’t understand why 
anyone would want to catch a 
Sj oz. lump of leather Uiat is as 
hard as a rock.” 



Eagliah umpiree Dkkie Bird and Barry Meyer (righi) 
used liidit meters during the Lord’s Test. The wcU-known 
cricket photograpber Patrick Eagar (centa’c) advised 
tiiein on how to use the meters 



“Rubbish. Who says we are en¬ 
couraging pace bowlers. Take 
Kapil Dev’s case. He’s really 
quick and a good bat to wit. He 
is also superbly fit. And how do 
we treat him? When Ian Chap¬ 
pell was in Delhi for the Abim 
Baig benefit match he was shock¬ 
ed that Kapil had not toured 
Australia with the Indian team.” 

—Nari Contractor. 

“Emotions have to be put aside. 
We must pick the best players 
in England and not spoil it all 
by getting too steamed up over 
the captaincy.” 

—Colin Cowdrey. 



“The only ditfcrrnce between the 
two sides is that F.ngland piaye<l 
very close to their full potential 
and wc haven't.” 

—Mark Burgess, 
New Zealand captain., 

"Three players — .laved Miandad; 
Haroon Ra.shid and Wasim Raja; 
—^had conspired with Kerry Pac¬ 
ker to bring about Pakistan’^ 
humiliating defeat in Plngland.’* 

—Manager Mahmood Hussein.! 


“Some people have been in power 
for long and they hate to partj 
with it. My aim is to s'op all 
that.” 

—Field Marshal Manekshavr 
on the IHF. 


“It will be a great honour, I will 
be in charge of a tremendous 
team.” 

—^Mikc Brearicy on being named 
captain of the England team 
to tour Australia. 


HEARD THIS ONE? 

An expectant father rang the 
hospital to see how his wife was 
getting on. By mistake he was con¬ 
nected to Lord’s cricket ground. 

‘How’s it going?' he asked. 

‘Fine,’ came the answer, 'We’ve 
got three out and hope to have the 
rest out before lunch. The last one 
was a duck.’ 
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V N the midst of the 1932-33 body- 
^ line series’Harold Larwood, the 
English fast bowler went to a Mel¬ 
bourne cinema. Next to him sat a 
child accompanied by its mother. 
The child gazed at Harold Lar- 
wtmd’s well known face for a long 
time then said 'But mummy, he 
doesn’t look like a murderer.’ 


Though the story is probably 
apocryphal, it accurately reflects 
the enormous tensions and stresses 
of that most explosive of Test scr¬ 
ies and provides an interesting 
parallel with uur times. Australia 
declaring that relations between 
the two countries would be affect¬ 
ed and the King Emperor 
George V worrying that the Aus¬ 
tralian wrath would unmake his 
beloved Empire. Yet Larwood and 
his partners did nothing technically 
wrong — as the law then stood (it 
has of course since been changed). 
They howled bouncers to a packed 
leg .side field to curb a batsman— 
Bradman—who was a phenomenon. 
Match after ina ch. innings alter 
innings he unfailingly produced 
runs in unceasing profusion and 
made a mockery of all plan.s. In 
other words, faced with a unique- 
situation tbev came ■ 7 with a ra¬ 
ther novel idea. Today faced with 
a somewhat di.ffcrent b u t again 
unique ni.storical situation —cric¬ 
ket is gripped with a similar hys¬ 
teria and fury. Nobody has been 
called a murderer though Willi.s 
very nearly achieved that dLstii^c- 
tion at Lord’s earlier this year. 


Hysteria 

P' VERYBODY seems to be chonis- 
^ ing in unison — the bumper 
is bad, it can kill people and des¬ 
troy cricket. The Melbourne child 
is the father of the modern cric¬ 
keters and Harold Larwood and 
the ‘bean’ balls are all murderers. 

Yet before insanity completely 
overwhelms us, let us examine the 
roots of the present hysteria. It be¬ 
gan with the English disaster 
against Australia's I.illic and Thom¬ 
son in >he winter of 1974-75 coupled 
with ’Thonison's theatrical public 
relations .statement that he liked 
lo see batsmen’s blood — it did 
wonders for Thomson's image but 
was the first significant step in the 
bedlam of hys'eria that now en¬ 
gulfs cricket. Towards the end of 
that dismal English winter Evan 
Chaifield was nearly killed by a 
bumper from Peter Lever and we 


were firmly on the road of unrea¬ 
son and hysteria which has now re¬ 
sulted in the ICC's .stupid recom¬ 
mendation of one bouncer per over. 

Irrelevant 

'1'HERE are two i.ssues involved 
■*- here. One, the bowling of 
bouncers at tail-enders and second. 
( h e bowling of bouncers at any¬ 
body. 

Tlie first can be simply and uni¬ 
versally condemned. A tail-cndcr 
has a special place in cricket (as 
the very name denotes). Nobody 
who has seen Chandra.sb«kar at¬ 
tempt to run towards the .square 
leg umpire and yet leave his ba; 
behind to connect with the ball can 
forget the experience or the sheer 
joy of it. The bouncer here is un¬ 
necessary and irrelevant. Bui not 
all tail enders are quite as picturc- 
•squi- a.s lUiagwat Chaiidra.sliekar. 
They arc increa.singly turning out 
to be reasonable batsmen and occa- 
sion.'illy producing .an innin/rs of 
crucial importance. ?n such a 
situation, ibe tail-cndcr is nof there 
just in make up -he numbers and 
a bowler can leititimatcly claim as 
Willis did — tha! by not making 
use of the bouncer—the tail-cndcr 
is -sccuritit.' a privilege he does not 
dcser-/e (this is not to say that 
Willi.s was riglit). Yet if you liowl 
the bouiicor af him, you are likely to 
pet ihe situation that was pro¬ 
duced af I.ord’s when a Willis 
bouncer snlh Iqbal Oasirn’s lin.s. 
Trade ioiially the problem has be¬ 
come acute when one side ha,s had 
fast bowlers and knows ♦heir onno- 
nenf.s cannot retaliate. Had Willis 
been worried about a Pakistani 
quickie be would have been extra 
careful. Thi.s mus* be condemn^ 
and captains made (o respect (he 
rights of lail-cndors. 

The second problem is related lo 
the first but r a i .s e $ far wider 
issues. The tioiinccr i.s a glorious 
sight — an cs.senual part of the 
repertoire of the bowler. Deprive 
him of ii lid you make him inlu 
an even more inferior person than 
he is. Remember, cricket is a bats¬ 
men’s game. A great day of cricket 
i;> mea.sured in terms of the runs 
.scored, neves the wickets taken. 
Should a day's play end with 350 
runs scored for say, 2 wickets, we 
wrill all reurn from the ground 
searching for adjectives to praise 
the batsmen but should, say, 10 
wickets fall in the course of the 
day, we will-condemn the lack of 
batting applications and guts. The 


bowler is the worker who toils and 
suffers and occasionally gets his 
reward, fast bowlers all the more 
so as Trueman, a man who was 
acutely conscious of his working 
class background, knew only tow 
well. '* 

HAT we have at present is the 

result of a unique situation 
in cricket. Never before in the 
history of cricket have there been 
-so many fast bowlers at any one 
single moment. Tbrouj^ much of 
the previous century when there 
were only two cricketing countries 
—^England and Australia, there was 
at any one time only one major 
fast bowler in cither side. In the 
early 20’s of thi.s century fast bow¬ 
ling paii s cinciged: MacDonald and 
Gregory for Ausiralia just after the 
first world war. Larwood and Vocc 
for E-ngland in the .^O’s, Lindwall 
and Miller for Auslmlia in the 
laic 40’s and eariy .50's, Tyson and 
.S'.atham ( o r England in ’54- .55, 
Trueman and .Sraiham over a lon¬ 
ger period and Hall and Griffith 
for Wc.st Indio-i in the early fiO's. 
Af die height of dicir powers each 
of these pair.s was unioue. Tlieir 
period.s rarely coincided and gener¬ 
ally when one pair was emerging 
another was declining. 

Rut now, in cricket we have 
rouairics producing not pairs but 
whole qu.irtets of fasi bowlers and 
batsmen c a ii no longer escape 
from them; and ihi.s is coupled 
with the fact that barring a few 
exceptions the present day batsmen 
are not equipped technically to 
meet (he bouncers. 

Shortsighted 

E have already cnthusiastical- 
** ly endorsed the suggestion (it 
Is recommendatory not mandatory). 
It is mure ihan 20 years since an 
Indian bouncer carried either 
menace or sting and having mere¬ 
ly received bouncers and never re¬ 
turned them it is tempting to ac¬ 
claim as gold what is a bad, dan¬ 
gerous law. But someday, we wilt 
produce _ fast bowlers. Nissar and 
Amar Singh will not always be 
memory and then we may live to 
regret our present shortsighted¬ 
ness. 

It is all very well to denounce 
the bean ball but it has its uses 
and it still remains a necessary 
weapon for the fast bowlers and 
a compulsive target for a batsman 
who knows what to do with it. To 
radon it to one per over is like 
telling a bride on her wedding 
night that one is enough. 
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Suddenly, I'm captain 


satisfied and the hook once again 
becaine part of m, armoui y. 


OUDDENLY, without any warn* 
^ ing, I found myselit the new 
captain of Australia. I hardly had 
time to draw breath before 1 was 
at the Sydney Cricket Ground to 
lead Australia in the final Test of 
the 1S70-71 series. As well as 
changing the captain, the Austra¬ 
lian selectors made other drastic 
changes, which meant I had a 
largely inexperienced team under 
me. Ken Eastwood, the Victorian 
opening batsman, was playing his 
first Test in place of Bill Lawry. 
So was Tony Dell, the big Queens¬ 
land left-arm fast bowler. Dennis 
Lillie was playing only his second 
Test match, as were the leg-spin- 
ners Terry Jenner and Kerry 
O’Keeffe, and Greg Chappell was 
in his first series. Under those 
somewhat unusual circumstances, I 
decided to adopt an all-out attack¬ 
ing approach. I’ve got nothing to 
lose and everything to gain, I 
figured, so why not attack from the 
outset. 

As it turned out, the highlight 
of my first Test as captain had 
little to do with cricket. It was the 
walk-off from the Sydney Cricket 
Ground by the England side, led 
by their captain Ray Illingworth. 
It occurred on the Saturday eve¬ 
ning after the crowd had disrupted 
the game by throwing cans and 


This i4 the first of four extracts 
of Ian Chappell’s autobio*- 
graphy ‘Cluf^telli’ published 
by Rupa and Co., New DeBii 


outlook on batting. After a Shef¬ 
field Shield match at Adelaide 
Oval, I was relaxing in the dress* 
ing room when Sir Donald Brad¬ 
man came up to me and said, “You 
used to be a good hooker. What’s 
happened to that shot?’’ That com¬ 
ment from Australia’s greatest 
batsman ever convinced me it was 
time I re-introduced the hook shot 
to my range. It was a few seasons 
earlier that Australian captain 
Bobby Simpson had advised me to 
give away the hook for a while, as 
he felt it was getting me out more 
times than it was getting me runs. 
Although I have a lot of respect 
for Simmo, I feel that I made one 
of the worst decisions of my cric¬ 
ket career when I agreed with him 


It was obvious that the Ausira* 
lian players had a lot of hard work 
in front tff them to get back to the 
top. The ideal opportunity to start 
that rebuilding, without putting out 
Test reputation on the line against 
another country, came out of the 
blue next season. When the' sche¬ 
duled tour of Au.s1ralia by South 
Africa was cancelled for political 
reasons, the administrators hastily 
arranged a series against a Rest of 
the World side. These five matches 
helped me to get the feel of cap¬ 
taining the side at near Test level 
and also helped the Australians to 
lay the foundation of a good side 
for the future. In particular, we 
saw the emergence of two ottiaiand- 
ing fast bowlers who would later 



Ian Chappell aa captain for the first time on a tour, 
England 1972, with hia teammates 


trying to manhandle .Tohn Snow 
after Tm-ry Jenner had ^en hit on 
the head by a short ball from 
Snow. This had led to words be¬ 
tween Snow, umpire Lou Rowan 
and eventually Illingworth. The 
crowd’s behaviour prompted Illing¬ 
worth to lead his team off the 
field, a reaction I thought was ra¬ 
ther hasty. That sort of action 
might be all rie^.it in India or the 
West Indies when tbb crowd is 
riotinfe but in Sydney it didn’t 
seem justified. As the Englishmen 
trooped off the ground, the rather 
surprised pair of Australian bats¬ 
men, Greg Chappell and Dennis 
Ullie, stayed on the ground hop¬ 
ing^ they admitted later, to win the 
match by default. It wasn’t long 
before the Englishmen were Imck, 
however, and Australia went on to 
lose the game and the Ashes. 

During the 1970-71 season 1 had 
• conversation which altered my 


and decided to shelve the hook 
shot. 

So 1 decided to do something 
about i’. It was half-way through 
the MCC tour, and John .Snow had 
been bombarding the Australian 
batsmen throughout the series with 
plenty of bouncers, but 1 felt it 
would be too risky to alter my ap¬ 
proach mid-way through the series. 
I decided once the season was 
over, however, I would do some¬ 
thing about it, so that winter I 
went out with brother Greg to sort 
out the shot and improve it. We 
want to Plympton High School, op¬ 
posite my house in Adelaide, 
where there are good cement wic¬ 
kets. Greg and 1 got hold of some 
bouncy baseballs and threw boun¬ 
cers at each other from a distance 
of 15 or 18 yards. Both of us had 
played baseball so we had strong 
arms and t h e bouncers used to 
arrive at a high rate of knots. We 
continued this form of practice for 
about three months until we were 


have a big bearing on our revival. 
First, there was Dennis Lillie, who 
took 8/29 in the international game 
in Perth to help Australia to a con¬ 
fidence-boosting win. At the same 
time a fellow called Bob Massie 
wa.s also starting to make his i>ame. 
Massie bowled very well in the 
Sydney international, taking seven 
wickets, including supersui s Gary 
Sobers and Graeme Pollock. The 
series also saw Greg Chappell and 
Rod Marsh mature as international 
cricketers. 

The highliglit of the Rest of the 
World series occurred at the Mel¬ 
bourne Cricket Ground. It was a 
classic innings of 254 by Gary 
Sobers, which came a( a time when 
the touring team’s stocks were at a 
rock-bottom. After being thrashed 
by an innings in Perth, the World 
Xt came to Melbourne amid grow¬ 
ing criticism of its performance. In 
Melbourne on a dark and overcast 

continued on p 13 
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and brilliant acc- j 
ount of his life ^ 
from the man 
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the best captain 
Australian cricket \ 
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Blunt and contro- > \ 
versial, Ian Chappell J 
lifted the Australian |. 
Test team from madio>VJ 
crity to the position / 
of world champions. ( 
His story is that of Y 
one man's battle to 1 
reach the top of world ' 
cricket. It covers a stri¬ 
ng of controversial 
incidents in a colourful 
career and contains j 
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nistration. y / 
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'»n . . always ihe agjpremor . . . carrying the battle 

ft the oppesHion 


first day, Australia bowled the I'isi- 
tors out cheaply. Lillie got Sohcr.s’ 
first ball, caught in the slips. Wc 
batted well to a gcMi lead, and when 
the Rest of the World batted again, 
wc broke through early and were 
confident of rictory. Sobers was 
ting well, but he had only the tail- 
enders to come. How wrong wc 
proved to be! Sobers, with a mind- 
bending innings of 254, turned the 
probable loss into an incredible 
victory for his side. 1 rank (hat 
innings with his 2.51 agtsinst New 
South Wale.s for South . Au.sii ali.-!. 
and with Barry Richards’ 325 for 
South Australia, as the best I have 
seen. Some of Gary's shot-making 
was unbelievable, c.specially h i v 
square cutting. When 1 look hack 
at the film of that innings I keep 
asking myself why on earth I ri- 
tained two slips and a gully foi 
Sobers. I was talking to Rirhic 
Benaud after this game about cap' 
taincy, and he told me not to won y 
that 1 couldn’t contain Sobers. “No¬ 
body can, and I had plenty of ex¬ 
perience trying.” Kichic said. “The 
only advice I can give you is not 
to bother with a gully fieldsman. 
He does hit the ball a little in the 
air in that area, but the cricketer 
hasn’t yet been born who can catrh 
what he hits there.” Few greater 
compliments about an innings can 
be given. As captain, it wasn’t a 
pleasant feeling for me to sec the 
Australian bowlers smashed every¬ 
where, although I’d muuh rather 
have it done to us by Sober ., 
Pollock or Richards than by a graf¬ 
ter who took a long time over a 
big score. Australia failed to make 
the runs required for victory on 
the last day, despite a brliliani 
century before lunch by Doug Wal¬ 
ters, who batted almost as well as 
Sobers. 

There’s no doubt that Gary is the 
best cricketer I have ever seen. 
I’ve seen him do everything in 
cricket. One shot I will always re¬ 
member was off the back foot in a 


Sheffield Shield match for South 
Australia in Brisbane. Not only did 
he hit Queensland opening bowler 
Barry Fisher back over his head, 
but the ball kept going, straight 
over the top of the press-box on 
the up. bounced on top of the 
pavilion and continued out of the 
ground into busy Vulture Street. 
It ended up in the service station 
opposite the ground. Apparently he 
produced a similarly .stunning six 
for the West Indies in the Test at 
Sydney in the 196(k61 series. I 
didn’t see the shot, but those who 
were in that Australian side still 
talk about it. Australian fast bowler 
Ian Meckiff bowled a slower hall, 
and Sobers had started to move 
onto the front fool to drive. At the 
la.s; second he picked up the 
sloiver ball, and exclaimed; “Well 
howled.” As be did, he slapped his 
forward movement and was in the 
process of getting onto the bark 
fool when the ball hit the bat — 
and went ctraij^t over the score- 
board for six. No one short of a 
genius could do that. 

Neil Hawke tells a similar story 
of Gary's extraordinary reflexes. 
Hawke was bowling to Sobers in a 
Sooih Australian trial match I'.ur- 
ing the first season. Sobers played 
Shetficld Shield here. He bowled a 
late inswinger and Sobers went lo 
push the ball out on the off-side 
when it swung laic. Again he ex¬ 
claimed: "Well bowled,” as he 

changed his shot and smashed it 
past mid-wicket for foui. Sobers 
was terribly disheartening for 
bowlers. He always acknowledged 
a good delivery, but as often as not 
would smash it to the boundary 
while doing so. I'm sure we shall 
never see another all-rounder as 
good as Sobers. 1 remember a 
small incident during a Sheffield 
Shield match when Gary was play¬ 
ing for South Australia, which sums 
him up. An opposition batsman 
was bowled and before anyone 
could move, Sobers ran in from 


second slip, put the bails back on 
and asked the umpire at *he bowl¬ 
er’s end for confirmation that they 
were correct. Barry Jarman, the 
SA wicketkeeper, just looked at 
Gary and said: “You do everything 
in this bloody game well.” 

After rain prevented a re.sult in 
the fourth international match in 
Sydney, where we piled on runs in 
our second innings with both Greg 
and I Taring centuries, and Keith 
Siackpole 95, wc went in Adelaide 
for the final match of the .scries. 
There Graeme Pollock finally hit 
top form, scoring 136. and we wem 
down by nine wickets, alrhuugh 1 
coniinued my own good run with 
another century. 

Pollock made his runs on a wic¬ 
ket that turned a lot, proving what 
a great player he was on bad wic- 
kct.s. He just slid hi.'- front foot for¬ 
ward about ten inches for every 
shot and played them front there. 
He only seemed to touch the ball 
but if you were fielding in the 
covers, if would speed past even 
though you thought you had it 
covered. I didn’t realise how hard 
he hi*, the ball until I kept wickris 
in a nne-day game in Me'hourne 
during the same tour, a” Rod 
Marsh had pulled a musrlc baiting. 
Standing right behind Pollock i'. 
was easy to understand w b y the 
ball raced away from fi:*idsmen. 
And when I picked no bis haf, I 
found anoihcr reason for his power. 
He was one of the moneers in ‘he 
use of the heavy hnl in ‘he n-ri. 
dern era. He was also a great nne 
for keeping the strike when he w.is 
in full night. Once, when Atisirali-i 
was playing Kastern Province, and 
he had kept the strike for a long 
time, 1 mentioned this to the o'her 
batsman who hadn’t faced a deli¬ 
very for ages. "Yes," said the bai.s- 
man, "but I'm used to it. It’s just 
an athletics match for the rest of 
us when he gets going.” 

to be continued 
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The '50s—glorious years 


V F I had to nominate an entry for 
^ a competition to find cricket's 
most brilliant selection, I would go 
for that of Sonny Ramadhin as a 
member of the West Indies party 
of 1950. Without any baning or 
fielding ability and with only a 
handful of wickets to his credit, he 
was pulled out of club cricket in 
Trinidad to become the destroyer 
of England. It was a most fantastic 
piece of crystal-ball gazing on the 
part of the .selectors. He had, of 
course, a snappy bowling action 
which produced off-lnreaks and 
occasionally leg-breaks without 
enough change to tell the batsman 
which wa.s coming. English bats¬ 
men, that is. Everton Weekcs was 
amazed at the inability of Hutton, 
Wa^ brook, Compton and the rest 
to read Ramadhin’s spin a n d he 
went into every match certain that 
this was the one in which the mys¬ 
tery was to be solved. He claim¬ 
ed that in die nets all the West 
Indies party could tell which way 
he was turning the ball 


This is <he second and cois- 
eluding inMalment of the 
game and players of the ’50s. 
following die first ez'ract 
which appeared in the |..'ece<l- 
ing issue of SPORTSWEKK. 


But that year the English bats¬ 
men never did find the answer. I 
watched Cyril Washbrook score a 
hundred in the Test match at 
Lord’s and it was as clear as it had 
been at the lieginning, that he 
could not read the spin. 

Ramadhin in that first meeting 
with England was sharper and 
quicker than when 1 played against 
him. By then he had taken savage 
punishment in Australia and the 
fine edge had gone off his bowling. 
Even so he was .still dangerous 
enough to be the subject of some 
special thinking when we opened 
the 1957 series at Edgbaston. 

‘ The Australians had destroyed 
him by attacking him and we 
opted for a similar method stupid¬ 
ly forgetting that in Australia Ra. 
madhin would not have turned the 
ball. In effect the opposite happen¬ 
ed and had not rain finished the 
match after our first innings I 
think we might Ivave been compet¬ 
ing with the Ramadhin bogey 
throughout the scries. We chose 
the wrong place to be aggressive. 
The pitch at Edgbaston lacks the 
pace or the bounce to make it an 
acceptable policy, with the result 
that we were dismissed for 186 
with Ramadhin taking seven for 


forty-nine. In the second innings 
we decided simply to play him and 
Peter May and myself put on over 
400. We never mastered him but 
by the end we were reading him 
without trouble. 

Ij* OR all tite legendary success of 
* the three Ws — Weekes, Wor¬ 
rell and Walcott — 1 shall always 
be rather sorry that they all came 
from the same little island, Bar¬ 
bados, at the same time. Ideally 
they should have been spread out 
a little more bringing their skill 
and their talent to entertain to a 
wider circle of players and specta¬ 
tors. 

As it was they tended to over¬ 
shadow each other. Each took a 


little from the other and they must 
have been victims of the same 
kind of pressure that McCabe had 
batting ^-hind Bradman. On their 
own they mi^t have been even 
meue astonishing. 

They arc linked together now 
fwever, yet there was nothing 
similar about their play. Worrell 
was a touch player, a man who 
used the pace of the ball. He was 
a beautiful defector of the ball and 
he played the way I would like to 
play. 


Walcott struck massively dirough 
the line. The sheer ferocity of his 
•traight hitting off either front or 
back foot and his square cutting 
linger in the mind 

Of the three, Weekes struck me 
as the shrewdest. He too, was a 
dictator at the crease and with him 
there was always t h e impression 
that he was one move ahead of the 
bowler. He .seemed to read the 
bowler’s mind almost as well as he 
read his hand. 

In the end, of course, Worrell 
became Sir Frank and gathered 
even more fame as a captain than 
he had as a batsman. He figured 
in one of the smoothest and most 
civilised captaincy ebangeovers 
that any cricket has known—and I 


speak not without authority on this 
subject! When England left the 
West Indies at the end of the 
1959.60 tour, I doubt if there is one 
of our players who did not think 
he had seen the-last of Frank Wor¬ 
rell in Test cricket. He look^ a 
jaded cricketer — "over the hill”, 
to tue an^ Australian expression, 
but in no time at all, he had taken 
over the side in Australia, and 
Gerry Alexander who had been his 
captain against Engdand, had slip¬ 
ped quietly and without rancour 
into the position of vicocaptain. 
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Then cine the tied nitch it Brit- 
bine lad within i few months 
Frink Worrell wai reostablished 
IS I God-Ufce fisure in the gune. 


f HERE cm never be i simple 
^ explanition of what made Tre¬ 
vor BiUey I leading cricketer, or 
how is was that he could regularly 
bring such despair into the lives 
of far more gifted players on the 
other side so that they wtHild fre¬ 
quently finish the day in need of 
psychiatric treatment. 

The public saw him as a fighter 
and in this th^ were right, which 
is somewhat unusual, for the pub¬ 
lic have an uncanny knack of mis¬ 
reading the characters «f their fa¬ 
vourite sportsmen. With Bailey, of 
whom it was once said that he al¬ 
ways went to the crease prepared 
to create a crisis if there was not 
one alraady in existence, there 
could be no mistaking his complete 
absorption in a fight. 


Bailey, crisis man 

This is, 1 thinlc, the story ef 
Bailey’s life. Evew away frocn 
(he field he revels in competing 
against the edds. He is the 
man who would take the local 
council all ibe vray tlirou^ to 
the High Court for not emp^ 
ing his dustbin . . . probably 
he looked with awe on the bus 
passenger in Hanqi^hJre who 
s'-aged his own gonslow and 
stopped the bus at request 
the scenery. 


He started his cricket life as a 
tearaway fast bowler, one of those 
slaughtered when Bradman’s side 
made 700 in a day against Essex. 

He was useful but short of the 
hipest class a n d he really only 
made a mark at all because them 
were no quick bowlers about at 
the time. It is hard to see that he 
would have gone very far. Apart 
from anydiing else, fast bowling 
with its comparative lack ol 
sophistication would hardly have 
fitted in with his nature. For him it 
was a good day when the crop of 
genuine fast bowlers appeared. 
The advent of Trueman, Statham. 
Tyson and the rest enabled him to 
drop his pace and become a very 
fine, accurate medium-pace bowler. 
He may not have possessed the 
abiiity to be a lead bowler for 
England, but he was ideally cast for 
the role of support bowler. Yet to 
be a key member of the best Eng¬ 
land side of modern times he bad 
to do more than bowl. He had to 
be able to field and to bat well 


enoui^ to fill the all-rounder posi¬ 
tion in a side so top heavy with 
bowling speciaOists that it was even 
more inqporiant than usual. On both 
the fielding and the batting counts 
be baffled me. 

He was not cut out by nature to 
be a good fielder for he was not a 
natural mover and he had very 
brittle fingers which were broken 
more than most. Yet he took catches 
in Test Matches to equal anything 
produced by the Benauds and 
Simpsons of this world. In the 
mind’s eye I can see him diving 
flat out acros-s the ground from slip 
to take a catch one-handed with 
the arm so extended that it seemed 
it must come out of the socket 

Then there was hi.s batting. A.<s a 
batsman myself .who studied his 
method over the years with grow¬ 
ing disbelief I can only say that is 
was very pawky, yet constantly as 
England searched desperately for 



Bailey ... an indispensable 
player 

an opening batsRKtn to stave off 
some temporary crisis, k was Tre¬ 
vor who moved up to number one. 
Typically, in that murderous series 
for opening batsmen in 19.'>8-59, he 
made a score that stood as the 
highest of them all until Richard¬ 
son succeeded in the la.st Test. 

And when he moved up the 
order to open there was always 
some kind of trouble in filling bis 
place at number six. Either a sp» 
ciadist batsman went in there and 
was left high and dry with his 
innings unfinished, or else an extra 
bowler came in and the tail was 
too long. In many ways Bailey was 
an indispensable player. 
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Joe's cupboard is bare 


OOMEWHAT like Old Mother 
Uubbard, the West Indies se¬ 
lectors found the cupboard virtual¬ 
ly bare when they opened it to 
pick candidates for their team to 
tour India and Sri Lanka from 
1 a 1 e November to mid-February 
next year. It had long since been 
raidctl by Kerry Packer who had 
secured all the plums for his World 
Series Cricket and in whose ser¬ 
vice they will be in Australia dur¬ 
ing the forthcoming southern sea¬ 
son. 

There had been a faint hope 
that, somehow, some arrangement 
could have been arrived at whereby 
the WSC players would have been' 
available for the tour but it was 
never a particularly realistic one. 
Wi'bout all the outstanding players 
who. in recent years, have made 
the West Indies such a formidable 
team, the selec'ors were left with 
only two players. Alvin Kallictaar- 
ran. the new captain, and 'Vanburn 
IJnIdor, of more than 10 Tests’ ex¬ 
perience and only one, Kallichar- 
ran. of i^rovcn international calibre. 

Anxious *0 secure at least the 
nucleus of the side by contract T»c- 
fore they were lured away by 
WSC, seven of the st|uai? were 
chosen in early April — Kdllichar- 
ran and Holder along with the 
oiiening batsmen, Alvin Crecnidgo 
and I’.asil Williams, the allround- 
ers N o r b e r f Phillip and Derek 
Parry and the lef -handed balsmair 
T.arry Comes. To these have now 
been added two more specialist 
batsmen, 'he left handed Herbert 
Chung and the stylish right-hunded 
Paoud Itacchus; two wicketkeep¬ 
ers. David Murray and Randall 
I.von; two fast bowlers, Sylvester 
Clarke and Malcolm Marshall; two 
.spinners. Raphick .Tiiinadcen (left- 
artti orthodox) and Krrol Brown 
foff'breaks): and an alT-rounder 

Sew Shivnarinn. 

Since, in the circumstances, vir- 
liially anyone who played cricket 
of any s andard in the West Indies 
could have reasonably considered 
to have had a chance of selection, 
there have been a few sunrrises. 
For (hose outside the narrow con¬ 
fines of West Indian domestic 
cricket, the entire team wifi pro¬ 
bably be a complete surprise pac¬ 
ket. Some of the players arc scarce¬ 
ly known oucside their own terri¬ 
tory. 

M.dcoltn Marshall, a 2l>-year-oId 
Barbadian has played only a single 
firstclas.s match Earl Brown, a 
tall off-spinner from Jamaica, only 
five. Eleven of the 16 have never 


loured with a senior West Indies 
team before. Only three have ever 
been to India. 

By any standards, this is a weak 
international team. In the situation, 
it could hardly be anything else. 
Yet it is their very inexperience 
which could prove one of their 
greatest assets. 

For every member of this team, 
the tour represents a rare and un¬ 
expected opportunity. With the ex¬ 
ceptions of Kallicharran and Hol¬ 
der, each player now has a repu¬ 
tation to make. For Kallicharran, 
as captain, and Holder, as senior 
player, there will be the incentive 
to ensure that the team does well. 


Just recently, I have been talk¬ 
ing to several former West Indies 



Kallicharran . . . added 
responsUiUiiy 



Holder . . . only other 
csEpcricnced player 


players and, without exception, 
those involved have said what a 
difficult tour that to India in 
1948-49 was. It was the first ever 
undertaken by a West Indies team 
to (he sub-continent and it was at 
a most trying period, coming as 
it did just after partition. The West 
Indies team often travelled a day 
or more by train to get to matches. 
The food was foreign, the water 
suspect and stomachs accus'omed 
to a West Indian diet were con¬ 
tinually upset. 

Yet, the West Indies won the 
series, Everton Weekes scored four 
coitsecutive Test centuries and was 
run out for 90 going for the fif*h 
and the great team of the 19.Ws 
started to evolve. As Weekes poin s 
out, (hey were almost all young 
and keen to succeed. Only Head- 
ley of them all had played more 
than 10 Tes's and everyone was 
out to make his name, no matter 
what the conditions. 

I am not suggesting that there 
are any budding Weekes or Wal¬ 
cotts or Gomezs in this particular 
side but the parallels are there. 

Now, in fact, they will find India 
an intriguing tour. Accommodation 
at the major centres is comparable 
with any in the world, a wide 
variety of food is available, the 
travel is by jet, not train. There 
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may be what, in the modern jar¬ 
gon. is called "the cultural shock" 
to overctmie but, just as those West 
Indians 30 years ago did, 1 am 
sure this lot will too. 

Naturally, they will find the cric¬ 
ket hard. The Indians, at home, 
are a strong side. Gavaskar and 
Viswanath are world-class batsmen, 
the former wi.h a rare appetite 
for West Indian bowling. Now that 
bowling is without its major strik¬ 
ing forces, it is not being pettsirois- 
tic to assume that he will again 
score heavily. Bedi Chandrase¬ 
khar, Prasanna and Venkat have 
tied great players in embarrassing 
kno s with regularity on the dry, 
grasslc.ss {>itchcs of Madras, Kan¬ 
pur and Bombay. 

In the circumstances, such fac¬ 
tors as team spirit and 
fielding will count heavily. 

Not a few touring teams 
in the past, have surprised 
opfionents by concentrat¬ 
ing on these two areas 
and it is here that the pre¬ 
paration this side receives 
and the influence of cap¬ 
tain. manager and senior 
memberc of tbo team in 
India will he vital. 

It may well be advi-sable 
for the Board to gathe-' 
the siiuad together in Bar¬ 
bados (where the local 
season would be in pro¬ 
gress! a moiiiV. before the 
lour for what is known in 
other sports as a “train- 
ina camp." Thete. for one 
thing, players could get to 
knim etch other Fielding 
could he sharpened and 
emphasis placed on phy¬ 
sical fi'ness In additinn. 
they could prepare with a 
few ma'ches against lo» •( 
club team.s. 

What of the selection 
itself? 

■Several were automatic. 


plays spin well, who bowls a bit 
of off-spin and who is a fine cover 
field. 

Lyon, small and neat, has won 
the plaudits of those who have 
seen a lot of him but his opportu¬ 
nities have been limited by the 
presence of Deryck Murray in the 
Trinidad team. It was widely felt 
that Milton Pydanna, the Guyanese 
who is also a capable batsman, 
would have been the one favoured. 

The choice of MarshalV shows 
commendable foresight. They did 
not have much to go on, except 
his bowling against Jamaica in his 
only Shield match last sea.<;on when 
he took six wickets in the only 
completed innings. J. K. Holt 
would have seen him then and 
been impressed but it appears 



Soloman .... chairman of selectors 
and manager ot die team 


Aged 2fi, he is tall and, despite a 
peculiar habit of tossing the ball 
from hand to bund as he rum in, 
accurate although no great spinner 
of the ball. The Trinidadian, Ranjie 
Nanan, would have been my choice, 
especially since he is an effective 
hitter lower in the order. 

Kallicharran, Gomes and Murray, 
who returns for his second tour of 
India, will have tremendous res¬ 
ponsibility for the middle oniur 
hatling. It i.s their experience and 
proven abili y against spin on 
which the team will heavily depend 
for its totals. 

This will be a tour unliiuc in 
many ways. For many of _ those 
cho.sen, it may well be their one 
,snd only for the West Indies be¬ 
fore the (Ticket world eventually 


Tour 

itinerary 

Nov. 17-19: V Central 
Zone at liidure 

Nov. 22-24; v lliider-22 
at Fune 

Nov. 26 28; v West Zone 
at llaroda 

Dec. 16; First Test at 
Bombay 

Dec. 9 11; V Sou h Zone 
at llyderaht'd 
Dec. l.l-TO: Second To.sl 
a; Bangalore 
Dec 79 ■Zt: v F.av, Zone 
at Tam.sbedptir 

Dec. 29-Jan 3: Third 
Te.si at Calcut'a 

J.1I1, 6 ft: V Board Preri- 
deni’s XT at CCI. Pombay 
Jan 1217; Foiirih Tost 
at s-Cad'-av 

Jan 20-22; v North Zone 
a! lulltmder 

l»n. 24 29: Fifth T;«sf a' 
Delhi 

2-7; Sixth Test at 

Kanpur 

Feb. 10-12: v Ranii 
Champions at Ahmcdalitd 


In the end, it appears, die selectors 
were seeking two batsmen, a .sec¬ 
ond wickc’keepcr, ano'licr fast 
bowl:-r and another spinner. They 
o p t c d for Chang and Bacchus, 
Lyun, Marshall ar.d Brown. 

Chang's Icfi-ha'idedncss and Bac- 
chus’ outstanding fielding may have 
titled the balance in ineir favour 
over other candidates such as Vic¬ 
tor Eddy of the Leeward Islands 
and the veterans Irving Shilling- 
ford and Maurice Foster. Along 
wi h Kallicharran and Gomes, 
Chang makes three lefthanders in 
the middle of the order, considered 
by some :o be a counter to the spin 
of Bedi and Chandrasekhar. How¬ 
ever, neither player ha.s yet dc- 
mens rated that he can consistent¬ 
ly play long inning.s and the de- 
tcnce of both is loose. Personally, 
I would have preferred Eddy who 


that his performances, with both 
bat and ball for Banks in the P.ac- 
bados club competitions, clinched 
it on the recommendation of Clyde 
Walcott who secs him at that level 
as well. 

Marshall, aged 20, is slimly built 
yci generates a lively fa.st-mcdium 
pace from a fine action, is a cap¬ 
able batsman and an excellent, 
athletic fielder. Significantly, three 
of the four fast bowlers (Holder 
and Clarke arc the others) are 
from Barbados With two others 
(Daniel and Garner) with WSC, 
the island which has produced 
Hall, the two Griffiths, Francis and 
Martindalc over the years is main¬ 
taining its proud tradition. 

Brown has won the vote as third 
spinner to Parry (off-breaks) and 
Jumadeen (orthodox lefi-a r m }. 


returns to its stosc.s to .arcoiumn 
date all players in all cric.ke . For 
others, it is an opporluniy !0 make 
their fame and, i,-i these days, con¬ 
siderable fortune. 

— TONY COZIFR 

Heard this one ? 

Staying in a northern hotel for 
the weekend, a commercial traveller 
was talking to a local at the bar. 

'.So you have ;• team here, do you?’ 

'Aye. Fancy a j;.une tomorrow?’ 

‘Certainly - ■ ITl be there.’ 

The traveller weni out and 
bought himself a complete .set of 
brand new gear and proudly ap¬ 
peared next morning clu.citing a 
cricket bat. 

‘How do I look’’ ho asked. 

‘Fine,’ .said the local. ‘Only wt’rc 
playing football;’ 
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Brendon's fine start 


O N July 28. 1978, the 18-year old 
fast-medium bowler from Cen¬ 
tral Oisiriets, Brendon Bracewell, 
dismissed Graham Gooch wUh the 
third ball of his first over in Test 

INDIA: 


cricket, when makinc his debut for 
New Zealand at The Oval against 
England. 

This prompted me to search out 
from my notes on the scorecards of 
all Test matches hitherto played, 
WHICH BALL 


other instances of a bowler p^or 
ming the notable feat of taking « 
wicket in his first over in Test cric¬ 
ket This does not ineen that he 
would necessarily be making his 
Test debut, but it should be the 
first over he has evm' bowled is a 
Test 

BATSMAN 


M. S. Hardikar 

Third 

V 

WI 

(Bombay) 

19S8-59 

R. B. Kanhai 

V. V. Kumar 

Sixth 

V 

Pak 

(Delhi) 

196041 

Imtiax Ahmed 

PAKISTAN: 

Intikhab Alam 

First 

V 

Aus 

(Karachi) 

195940 

C. C. McDonald 

WEST INDIES: 

J H. Cameron 

Second 

V 

Eng 

(Lord’s) 

1939 

H. Gimblett 

T. Johnson 

First 

V 

Eng 

(The Oval) 

1939 

W. W. Keeton 

D. A. J. Holford 

Fourth 

V 

Eng • 

(Manchester) 

1966 

F. J. Titmus 

P. D. Lashley 

Third 

V 

Eng 

(Leeds) 

1966 

G. Boycott 

SOUTH AFRICA: 

D. P. B. Morkell 

Sixth 

V 

Eng 

(Johannesburg) 

1927-28 

P. Holmes 

G. A. Chevalier 

Fifth 

V 

Aus 

(Cape Town) 

1969-70 

A. P. Sheahan 

ENGLAND: 

G. H. Simpson-Hayward 

Fifth 

V 

SA 

(Johannesburg) 

1909-10 

J. W. Zulch 

G. G. Macaulay 

First 

V 

SA 

(Cape Town) 

1922-23 

G. A. L. Hearne 

M. W. Tale 

First 

y 

SA 

(Birmingham) 

1924 

.M. J. Susdcind 

E; W. Clark 

Fourth 

V 

SA 

(The Oval) 

1929 

R. H. Canerell 

W. Barber 

Second 

V 

SA 

(Leeds) 

1935 

H. B. Cameron 

D. V. P. Wright 

Fourth 

V 

Aus 

(Nottingham) 

1938 

J. H. Fingleton 

R. Howorth 

First 

V 

SA 

(The Oval) 

1947 

D. V. Dyer 

R. 0. Jenkins 

Third 

V 

SA 

(Durban) 

1948-49 

E. A. B. Rowan 

R. Appleyard 

Second 

V 

Pak 

(Nottingham) 

19-S4 . 

Hanif Mohammad 

H. J. Rhodes 

Fourth 

V 

Ind 

(Leeds) 

1959 

Pankaj Roy 

L. J. Coldwell 

Fifth 

V 

Pak 

(Lord’s) 

1%2 

Imtiaz Ahmed 

M. Hendrick 

Third 

V 

Ind 

(Manchester) 

1974 

E. D. Snlkar 

(It was actually Mike Kendrick’s second ! 

legitimate 

delivery. He started 

his Test 

bowling career with a 


no-ball!) 

D S Steele 

Fourth V 

Aus 

(Lord’s) 

1975 

A. A. Mallett 

M. W. W. Selvey 

Sixth V 

Wl 

(Manchester) 

1976 

R. C. Fredericks 

J. M. Emburey 

Fourth V 

NZ 

(Lord’s) 

1978 

B. Edgar 

AUSTRALIA: 

A. Coningham 

First V 

Eng 

(Melbourne) 

1894-95 

A. C. MacLaren 

C L. McCool 

Second v 

NZ 

(Wellington) 

1945-46 

D. A. N. McRae 

F. W. Freer 

Fourth V 

Eng 

(Sydney) 

1946-47 

C. Washbrook 

I W. Johnson 

Third v 

Eng 

(Sydney) 

194447 

L. Hutton 

(Ian Johnson had made his 

Test debut 

vs New 

Zealand nine months earlier, but 

did not bowl in the 

Wellington Test. Freer and Jidinson achieved the unique feat of removing 

England s renowned opening pair in 

their respective first over in the 
R. A. Gaunt 

same innings of the 
Seventh v SA 

same Test 1) 
(Durban) 

1957-58 

R. J. Westcott 

F. M- Mis.sion 

Second v 

WI 

(Melbourne) 

196041 

C. C. Hunte 

E. W. Freeman 

Third v 

Ind 

(Brisbane) 

1967-68 

S. Abid Ali 

A. A Mallctt 

Fifth v 

Eng 

(The Oval) 

1%8 

M. C. Cowdrey 

G. Dymock 

Second v 

NZ 

(Adelaide) 

(Brisbane) 

1973-74 

J. M. Parker 

A. L. Mann 

Seventh v 

Ind 

1977-78 

G. R. Viswanath 












Bidosh Bose 

HE inethods and system of play 
^ of the winners of the World 
Cup normally influence the trends 
in the game. Thus with Brasil’s re¬ 
sounding success in he 1958 World 
Cup in Sweden came the general 
acceptance of the four-two-four 
system, though the brilliant Hun¬ 
garian team of the early hfties with 
Nandor Hidegkuii falling back to 
team up with Josef Bossik in mid- 
field had shown the first steps to¬ 
wards this development. 

But it is quite some years before 
the newer systems permeate to our 
football. Thus it was that India 
were one of the last to accept the 
four-two-four mode of play. 

There arc. however, compensa¬ 
tions in our slow pick-up. Before 
we could even take to the sy.stem 
of ’’wingless” attack with which Sir 
Alf Ramsey 1 e d England to the 
World Cup victory in 1966 the 
Brazilians reasserted the potency 
of fluid attack in the next World 
Cup series in Mexico. It was just as 
well, for, like Ram.sey and Eng¬ 
land, many of our club coaches 
would have found justification to 
field attacks without wingers. 


Colour bIow-4ip of Bidesh Bose 
on facing page. 
Tranttparency: NBthil 


Good wingers have always been 
a rare breed, and hence have been 
match-winners. Surajn Sengupta 
underscored this against Punjab in 
the replayed final of the last Natio- 
n-t) Championship. His control and 
penetrative runs were the key to 
Bengal winning the Santosh Tro¬ 
phy for the third year running, 
after the hosts had been very dis¬ 
appointing right through the tour¬ 
nament. 

A different tyiic of winger is 
Bidesh Bose. The Youth Interna¬ 
tional has not the dexterity of foot¬ 
work of Sura jit or Ulaganathan, 
the internationals who man East 
Bengal’s flanks. Neither has Bidesh 
their close control of the hall, nor 
their game sense and ability to size 
up and wreak havoc with an oppo¬ 
sition. But then Bidesh has not 
been in the game as long to have 
their maturity. 

Yet, in the National at Calcutta 
in January-Februa^. Bidesh did 
make his contribution towards his 
team’s ultimate success. Both in 
the first meeting and in the replay 
he had the Punjab deep defence 
in trouble. But he lacked the ex¬ 
perience to grind his rivals into 
the dust. This was more noticeable 
in the first meeting. 


—super fast 

However, he had done enough 
to force Punjab into bringing in 
Border Security Force’s interna¬ 
tional, Sukhvinder Singh, at right 
back for the replay. The move did 
not come off, and Bidesh reduced 
Sukhvinder to a near helpless state 
as he beat him both on the out¬ 
side and the inside. 

In the circumstances, Punjab 
could not ignore Bidesh and con¬ 
centrate on minimising the danger 
from Surajit on the other flank or 
of Mohammed Akbar and Shyam 
TTiapa. the leading marksman ot 
the championship, down the mid¬ 
dle. Thus in keeping the Punjab 
deep defence ai full stretch Bidesh 
playetd his part. 

Bidesh's biggest asset is his ter¬ 
rific speed. No rival can entertain 
much hope of recovering and 
catching up a.s Bide.sh inexorably 
stretches the gap with his power¬ 
ful strides. Apparently ii is this 
terrific spurt that has atiracies) 
alieniion of coaches. P. K. Bnner- 
jec, the former India captain who 
was himself one of the best 
equipped wingers India has pro¬ 
duct, realised that Bidesh was raw 
material that could be fashioned 
into a fine match-winner. 

Two seasons back not many 
would have concurred with P.K.’s 
judgment. Then Bide.sh wa.s a 
"sprinter” who flashed down the 
lane from the halfway line to the 
corner flag. There was not much 
more to commend him. Coming 
into the penalty area across the 
field was something he did no< do. 
not even when the path was clear. 
This must have been pointed out 
to him and soon he was bursting 


in from the wing. Still there was 
not a judicious blend to keep the 
opposition guessing. 

But there is hope of Bidesh fub 
filling the hopes of his cosch and 
legion of supporters at M o h u n 
Bagan. His progress in the last 
two years prompts that tqiiimitm. 
The first Federation Cup final at 
Ernakulam was not a happy one 
for Mohun Bagan or for Bidesh and 
Manas Bhatiacharjee, the other 
winger who had come from the 
Asian Youth at Teheran. But in the 
next Federation Cup, Bidesh re¬ 
vealed he was u much improved 
performer. 

The stocky winger — it is worth 
studying if stocky players have 
something built in for excelling on 
the wings — was effective in the 
semi final against ITI, i h e same 
team against whom he had flopped' 
the previous year, and against East 
Bengal in the final, facing Chin- 
inoy Chatterjee to play wide and 
with great i'igilance. And it was 
his first totirnamcni after an injury 
to a knee. 

Playing in front of accomplished 
linkmen like Gautam Sarkar, Mo¬ 
hammed Halnb and Prasun Baner- 
jee ana lieside colleagues like 
Shyam Thapa and Subhas Bhow- 
mick has made him a better player. 
To his natural speed he has now 
added a little variety in approach 
and better control in laying cen¬ 
tres and passes. 

He has also learnt to make goal¬ 
keepers pick 'he bail from the back 
of the net with powerful left-foot¬ 
ers. though not .yet with the regu¬ 
larity of formetr iniernational from 
Mohun Bagan Pronob Gangully. Th 
the next few years he .should be 
pulling his weigh- more and more 
in the cause of Mohun Bagan 

—SW CORRESPONDENT. 



** 1 told you it would be a walk-over at the finish! 
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Cathay Pacific’s heart goes out to Australia. 

From the Far East, the heart of Asia goes out to Australia 11 times 
a week. Come with us to Sydney, Melbourne and Perth in the care 
of flight hostesses from nine countries. It's a beautiful experience. 

From the heart of Asia. CATHAY pacific ^ 

BOMBAY Tai Inter-Contmenial, Apollo Bunder Phone- 297755 •CALCUTTA. Jeevar' Deep. 1 Middleton Street. Phonfi: 447238. 
MADRAS 153 Mount Road. Phone: 86356 • NEW DELHI; Hotel Janpath, Room No. 6, Phone. 381831. 
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Dibbs bags 
tha Volvo 

J IMMY C(M4NORS grabbed the 
headlines by not playing in the 
$175,000 Volvo International tennis 
tournament but Eddie Dibbs grab¬ 
bed the $27,000 first prize by win¬ 
ning the singles title with a 6-4. ^ 
decision over d^ending champion 
John Alexander. 

Connors, who had competed in 
four of the five previous Volvo In¬ 
ternational tournaments and had 
won back-to-back singles crowns in 
1975-76, opted not to piay in this 
year's renewal of the Northern New 
Hampshire clay court joust but to 
take a week’s hiatus from the tour. 

A week before the tournament, 
when it became apparent that Ame¬ 
rica’s foremost player would not 
be an entrant in the 48-man major 
Colgate Grand Prix event, several 
hundred residents of the Mount 
Washington Valley area — desig¬ 
nating themselves as ''friends of 
Jimmy Connors” — initiated a pe¬ 
tition campaign to entice the flam¬ 
boyant left-hander to participate. 

To gain support for their effort 
they prevailed upon Governor Mel- 
drim Thompson, Jr. (who had writ¬ 
ten Connors a personal letter of 
invitation earlier) and his wife to 
sign the petition. Although the 
campaign received national media 
exposure it failed to melt Connors’ 
resolve and he stayed home 

Dibbs, the diminutive clay court 
specialist from Miami Beach, the 
possessor of a crackling two-hand¬ 
ed backhand, was top-seeded for 
this year’s Volvo. He lived up to 
his billing by beating the Austra-, 
lian Alexander with relative ease 
to stop John’s bid for a second con¬ 
secutive singes crown. 

In addition to a $27,000 paycheck, 
Dibbs received a $1S,(X)0 Volvo and 
picked up 175 Colgate Grand Prix 
points. Alexander earned a $13,500 
ninner-up check and 122 Grand 
Prix points. 

The doubles championship went 
to the unseeded, unknowti teem of 
Robin Drysdale of London and Van 
Winitsky of Fort Lauderdale who 
defeated Bernie Mitton of South 
Africa and Mike Fishbach of Great 
Neck, N. Y., enoither unseeded 
team, 4-6. 7-6 (7-4), 6-3. The win¬ 
ners divided a $9,000 prize while 
Mitton and Fishbach split $4,500. 


G uillermo vilas d^eated 

Jose Clerc to win the $75,000 
Mutual Benefit Life Open in South 
(hrange. New Jersey. For Vilas, the 
number one seed, it was his fourth 



Raownatbao Krishnan . . . reiqipoittted non-playing captain 
of (he Indian Davis Cup team ending Premjit Lall's 
one-year tenure in that post 


Grand Prix title of the year. By 
making the final, Clcrc, who upset 
number two seed John McEnroe in 
the semi-finals, will move up to ap¬ 
proximately 25th on the next ATP 
ranking. 

Tanner blasts 'em 

RUE to form, the big hitters 
surfaced on the Supreme court 
of the Louisiana Superdome and 
when the .smoke had cleared, Ro.s- 
coe Tanner, one of the heaviest 
hitters of them alL had bca;en 
Victor Amaya, 6-3, 7-!>, in the final 
of the $7S,0Ci0 Hibernia NaiionaJ 
Bank Inierfest Tennis Classic in 
New Orleans. 

With serve blazing, Tanner, the 
number one seed, marched to the 
final with the los.s of only one set 
to win the $12,750 first prize and 
75 Colgate Grand Prix points. 

Amaya, the fifth seed, rcacl.^ 
the final with a 7-5, 6-4 upset vic¬ 
tory over second-seeded Dick Stock- 
ton in the quarters before beating 
Brian Fairiie, who retired from the 
pro tour following the match, in 
the semis. Stockton recovered in 
time to win the doubles with Erik 
van Dillen, 7-6, 6-3, over Fairiie 
and El Shafei. 

Injuries played a bigger role 
than usual in the event as Tom 
Leonard was forced to retire with 
an ankle injury at 1-1 in the third 
set of his quarter-final match 
against Brian Teacher, and Teacher 


couldn’t even take the court the 
following day against Tanner in the 
semis with a bad .shoulder. 

Among the seeded players. Bob 
Giltinan, Collin Dibley and Terry 
Moor failed to take their spots in 
the final eight. Giltinan lost in the 
first round to Tim Wilkinson; Dib¬ 
ley went out in the .second round 
to Terry Rocavert; and Moor was 
the victim of Bill Scanlon. 

Borg top seed 

OWEDEN’s BJoin Borg was 
named No. 1 men’s seed for 
the United States Open Tennis 
Championships at Forest Hills. 

Borg, 22, who has already won 
the French Open and Wimbledon 
this year, needs to win the US. 
Open and the Aastralian Champion¬ 
ships in December to complete the 
grand slam. 

Jimmy Connors was seeded sec¬ 
ond and defending US Open 
Champion Guillermo Vilas of 
Argentina was named third seed. 

Vitas Gerulaitis was the fourth 
seed and Eddie Dibbs was rated 
fifth, followed by Brian Gottfried, 
Corrado Barazzutti Raul Ramirez, 
Manuel Orantes, Sandy Mayer, 
Roscoe Tanner, Harold Solomon, 

i ose Clerc, Wojtek Fibak, John 
fcEnroe and Arthur Ashe. 

Martina Navratilova was named 
the top seetj among women while 
Wimbledon runner-up Chris Evert 
was slotted second. 
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Fierce struggle ahead in Madrid 



1 


'{he Gt-rmaii tram — holders of the Jossriin de Jong Trophy 


'I'HE bailie lot Miprrmacy, and 
^ even for plaits, in the J«v 
selin de Joitp. Troplty, third wo¬ 
men’s World Cup hoikey louriia- 
meiit, to he held ni .Madrid’s Slade 
de Soinonfes during Septeniher 
16-24, will be hoi and fierce in 
deed, not only because ihe field is 
Strong hut ."Iso since Madrid could 
show the way to Moscow whci e 
women's hockey will be played, for 
the first lime, in the 1D8(» Olympic 
Games. 

In Moscow, .s‘\ trarii.s will play 
in the women’s tournaineiii. As the 
Soviets have taken up thoir rigid-**, 
as organisers, to paiticipatc in the 
women’s tourn.-imeiiL, there will 
only be five places available for 
the other countries. Hence, one ev- 
pccus the struggles to be intense in 
Madrid. As al Moscow, the tourn.'i- 
meni in Madrid too will be played 
on the Astroturf which is devoid 
of bumps, divots and tufts, and, 
hence, should be conducive to good 
hockey. 

The Netherlands wcie the win¬ 
ners in 1974 when the first World 
Cup was held at Mandelieu, France, 
and West Germany triumphed in 
the seco-nd World Cup tourney in 
Berlin in 1976. This year, the 
Netherlands are favourites to win. 
Secure in defences, the Dutch dis¬ 
played their calculated attack and 
superb ball control while winning 
the .Tack Hayward five-nation tour¬ 
nament at Bedford, England, in 
March Uiis year. They collected a 
maximum eight points by winning 
all their four matches in the round 
robin, scoring 11 goaJ.s and conced¬ 


ing only three. With 19-year-ol(l 
r.iseniieko Hillen playing a ster¬ 
ling I'olc. they heat convinriiigl.v. 

1, a skilful but ill-prepared ling- 
land -side which thus finished .sec¬ 
ond, above the U.9A, Relgiuni and 
fijiaiii. 

In Ap-il, playing at home, at 
Ani-stidvecn, the D.-tch exhibited 
their talents in great measure. 
They showed such mastery and 
skill that lliev were able to inflict 
punishing ilcfcats on their oppo¬ 
nents. They reeled off victories 
.igaiiiM Gieat Britain (3.1), Bel¬ 
gium and f’lermany (4-0). 

Tile Neiherlands were not only 
well served by their old guard, Ma- 
r'a Fikkeis, Anneke van I'uffelen, 
Str/an Bekki: and Liselte Sevoos. 
bill also by their new recrui'.s. 
Twenty fivc-vcur-old I'ieke Boetk- 
horsi slnnved her expertise in con 
verting penalty corners. .She scored 
six of the 12 goals sc.ired by her 
team. 

The manner in which the Dutch 
demoli.shed Germany testified to the 
Netherlands’ strength Germany, 
despite possessing such skilfuJ 
players as Margrii Muller, Vero- 
nica Wolff, and Evi Eckert, could 
hardly trouble the Dutch defence. 
And they could not check the 
Dutch onslaughts, notwithstand¬ 
ing the fact that they had a very 
fine, experienced goalkeeper in 
Christel Behr. Germany gained the 
second place, with victories over 
Belgium (4-1 > and Great Britain 
(1-0). 


India are somewhat unfortunate 
to be in ]>ool ”B" of the Madrid 
tourney, along with the powerful 
Netherland.s. The Aihcr .strong team 
in the pool i.s Argriiiina, runners- 
up in hoih the first and second 
World ('in> tourneys. India, httw- 
ever, need not be over-awed by the 
Dutch or the Argentines. Our girls 
are no tyros. On their day they are 
good enough to beat .some of the 
(op-notch teams in the game. They 
showed it hy baaiing no less a team 
than the Netherlands, the eventual 
champions, in the league stage of 
the international tourney at Christ- 
church. New Zealand, in 1971. Al 
Mandelieu, in the first World Cup, 
India finished fourth which, accord¬ 
ing to formei Indian skipper Ajin- 
der Kaur. could he consider-.'d our " 
best performance in internalional 
women’.s hockey. 

Also, India did well to emerge 
champions in the four-nation 
Begum Aiiaz Rasul Trouhy tourna¬ 
ment in Madras in 197.1, bolding a 
superior German team to a goalle.ss 
draw, India beat Germany to the 
top honours by virtue of a better 
goals tally — nine goal.s for and 
none against, compared to Ger¬ 
many's 9-2 S'ar of India’s ««cces8 
in that tourney w a .s goalkeeper 
Neena Asaikar. 

India should have consolidated 
on that success bv taking part in 
more international tourneys. But 
nur girls have been denied the 
emoortunities of developing their 
Standard through tough !ntern.-itio- 
nal competitions. Soon after the 
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ItedrM hiteniatioiMl, India were to 
take pan in the second World Cup 
championship in Berlin but pulled 
out two days before the competi¬ 
tion started; India’s excuse was in¬ 
ternal and financial difficulties. 
While our girls could not go to 
Berlin, Nigeria, who had been 
whipped 4-0 by India in Madras 
and who finished third in the conv 
petition, made it to Germany, albeit 
at the last moment. 

The Indian girls should not be 
expected to produce wonda's, par¬ 
ticularly since the Netherlands and 
Argentina could prove tough sides 
for India to overcome. At Mande- 
lleu, Argentina lost to the Nether¬ 
lands 0-2 in the final. B u t the 
Argentines knocked the Dutch out 
in the semi-finals of the Berlin 
World Cup in which the Nether¬ 
lands, technically superior, made 
the mistake of competing with their 
rivals in their o%m hard style. 
After a goalless draw Argentina 
won in the tie-breaker. In the final, 
they had to tww to a superior Ger¬ 
many, who had beaten Belgium 3-1 
in the semi-finals, two-nil, Cudrun 
Scholtz, the 36-year-old mother of 
two, scoring both. 

It will be crediuble indeed if 
India reached the semi-finals. On 
form, one could expect the Nether 
lands and Germany figuring in the 
final. Both have Astroturf pitches 
at home — Germany at Li. \burg 
and the Netherlands at Zoetermeer. 
Their teams have been training on 
synthetic surfaces and, hence, 
should be able to do well in 
Madrid. It is encouraging to note 
that the Indian team will play 
•even practice matches in the 
Netherlands and three in France, 
all on Astroturf pitches to get 
atuned to them on their way to 
Madrid. 

The draw: 

Pool “A”: W. Germany, Belgium, 
Spain, Ghana (or Nigeria), Japan, 

Pool “B”; Argentina, Canada (or 
Mexico), India, the Netherlands, 
Austria (or France or Czechoslo¬ 
vakia). 

Classifications in previous World 
Cup competitions: 

Mandelieu (1974): 1. The Nether¬ 
lands, 2. Argentina, 3. W. Germany, 
4. Belgium, 5. Spain, 6. France, 7. 
France, 8. Austria. 9. Switzerland, 
10. Mexico. 

Berlin (1976): t. W. Germany, 2. 
Argentina, 3. The Netherlands, 4. 
Belgium, 5. Spain, 6. France. 7. 
Mexico, 8. Switzerland. 9. Austria, 
10. Italy, 11. Nigeria. 

— SW CoiTcqwadem 





Two surprises 


T he die has been cast. The 16- 
membcr Indian hockey teanu 
led by 24-year lecturer in physi¬ 
cal education, Rupa Saini, will go 
for the 3rd Women’s World Cup 
Hockey Tournament, scheduled to 
be held ai Madrid in Spain from 
September 16 to 24, without the 
services of Bombay’s star goal¬ 
keeper Neena Asaikar and half¬ 
back Sudarshan Bajwa of Punjab. 

Neena, a junior officer in Cen¬ 
tral Bank of India, who has played 
for India in the ’74 World Cup 
Hockey at Cannes, ’75 Women’s 
World Hockey Championships at 
Scotland and the Rene Frank In¬ 
ternational at Madras, besides a 
number of other international out¬ 
ings, was reportedly shaping very 
well for the last three-and-a-half 
months at NIS Patiala.. Neena, ap¬ 
parently. is dropped from the 
squad bMause .she did not come 
upto the selector s’ expectations 
during the final selection trials. 

Meanwhile, according to him the 
two goalkeepers — Margaret Tos- 


team was announced merely on the 
first day’s performance. 

For Sudarshan Bajwa, the star 
of India’s triumph at the Madras 
International in 197^ it was the 
second occasion to make her un¬ 
ceremonious exit from the national 
team after labouring for more than 
three months away from home. 
Earlier in 1975, Bajwa was one of 
the two probables to be dropped 
on the eve of departure for Scot¬ 
land World Championships when 
the government had refused to give 
clearance to the 18-member team. 
This time the nippy wing-half has 
been superseded bv Air India’s 
hostess Ermine Menzes, who is 
essentially a centre-half. 

In the forward line, an over- 
wciglit and slow Harpreet Gill has 
been preferred to Western Rail¬ 
ways’ Balwinder and up and com¬ 
ing Madhu Yadav of Universities 
who could have been a prolific 
scorer vrith centre-forward Nisha 
Sharma of Punjab. 

An in all, the team can form a 
good combination of youth and ex- 


Coiour blow-up of Rupa Saini, Indian women’s hockey captain on 
facing page. Tramporency: B. S. Karbal 


cano of Railways and Punjab’s 
Pushpinder, who have just one 
national to their credit—have been 
retained. 

F.veii a layman to hockey would 
say after watching a couple of 
training sessions that Neena was 
ihe best of the lot and the fight 
for reserve berth could have been 
among the remaining two. More 
so. it may be noted that Margaret 
was Bombay’s second string go.il- 
keeoer after Neena till she joined 
Railways last year to make her 
maiden appearance at the Chandi¬ 
garh Nationals as a regular. Push- 
Hinder had made her debut at Goa 
in 1977. 

No doubt, Neena was off the 
mark on the first evening of the 
trials when she conceded two goals. 
But the selection committee did 
not take into consideration Neena’s 
performance, during special trials 
ordered for goalkeepers next 
mornning, when she was able to 
stop 18 shots out of a total 20. But 
who among the selectors was pre¬ 
sent to witness her feat? Probably 
none. The evening play of the se¬ 
cond day trials could not be cash¬ 
ed on due to heavy rains and the 


perience with the inclusion of a 
couple of senior players. 

The attack is subs'antially good 
—except for Ihe absence of a regu¬ 
lar and good striker at the lefi-in 
position — with Nisha, Nirmal and 
Rajni Nanda outstanding. The last 
mentioned who was a bit slow in. 
first two camps has gone a long 
way in improving as a left-winger. 
On the right flank, new comer 
Eliza is an hard working player 
to be assisted by ever agile wing 
half Rekha Mundaphan. At centre- 
half position skipper Rupa Saini—a 
protege of the famous Saini sisters 
—^is the pivot of the team flanked 
by Varsha Soni and Rekha. How¬ 
ever, one feels that the presence 
of scheming Sudarshan Bajwa on 
the left-hand position would have 
been an asset to the team. 

The defence spearheaded by ever 
agile Ajinder and Mridula Kulkarni 
can be rated as sound but the duo 
will be missing one of their regu¬ 
lars in the goal in Neena’s absence.' 
But they arc comparatively weak 
in the penalty corner department. 
Though at times Ajinder can prove 
to be a good hitter, India certainly 
needs a trusted stopper to make 
the conversion possible. 

—AVINASH nNGH. 
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The same two again? 


f (HNT-CHAMPIONS Railways 
V stormed into the final of the 
National Hockey championsMp 
being played at Madurai unth a 3>l 
victory over the Services in the 
second-leg semi-final. The aggre¬ 
gate score was 5-2. 

Their opponents in the final bar¬ 
ring unforeseeable surprises, will 
be the other joint-champions Indian 
Airlines who chalked out a hard- 
earned solitary victory over Tamil 
Nadu in the first-leg semi-final. If 
their curren form is any yardstick, 
the Airlines should move into the 
final, though Tamil Nadu who 
fought bravely in the first leg are 
expected to put in another sterling 
performance before the home 
crowd. What they need is an early 
equaliser. 

Had the Services shown a little 
of the enterprise that enabled them 
to overcome Karnataka in the 
quarter-final a!?en they triumphed 


3-1, the story would have been dif¬ 
ferent. They were rather over¬ 
awed by the collective talent of 
the Railways. 

On the other hand, the Railways, 
who had a 2-1 advantage in the 
first-leg, put on pressure through¬ 
out. ihere was greater verve and 
guile in their attack and Varinder 
was on constant move to help the 
forwards. He distributed some in¬ 
telligent passes to the wings and 
two of the Railways* goals were 
the results of his efforts. 

Indian Airlines’ first clash with 
Tamil Nadu was played at a very 
fast pace. But in the ultimate analy¬ 
sis the experience of so many 
Olympians in the side weighed 
heavily in their faitour. ^ Tittle 
variation of tactics in the closing 
stages would have helped Tamil 
Nadu to get the equaliser. Perhaps, 
if they had slowed the pace of the 


game, their efforts would have 
been rewarded, but the hosts didn’t 
adopt such tactics. However, the 
youthful Tamil Nadu side put up 
a brave show and restricted the 
Airlines to a soliary goal — scored 
by Surjii — was in itself a com¬ 
mendable performance. 

Bombay, who played well 
through the league phase, held 
Railways to a 1-1 draw at full time 
in the quarter-final. In the tie¬ 
breaker the teams tied S-.l before 
poor visibility, stopped the proceed¬ 
ings midway. But during the second 
series of strokes taken the follow¬ 
ing morning, Bombay faltered and 
the Railways prevailed by an 11-9 
aggregate. 

While the Services prevailed over 
Karnataka 3-1, home team Tamil 
Nadu got *hc better of Bhopal 2-0 
and the Airlines slammed In three 
against Delhi’s one to make the 
last four stage. 


Karnataka flatter to deceive 



Tamil Nadu’s Prabhakamn makes no mis^.akc with a 
penalty stroke against Miopal 


K arnataka created thc hi". 

gest and only sensation thtV 
second week of the National Hoc¬ 
key Championship. Here was a side 
whose hopes of making the quar¬ 
ter-final hinged on the outcome of 
their final match against Railways 
in Pool "A”. Form pointed to the 
joint champions winning with a 
degree of comfort, and for Kama 
taka to make the grade they could 
not afford to lose by more than 
just a goal, as then Bihsr because 
of a better goal average would 
make it instead. 

On the run of play they justified 
their success but there was a streak 
of luck in their efforts to get as 
far as they did, particularly when 
up against Bihar, whose forwards 
li^ed finish. Karnataka also had 
to labour for their goals against 
mediocre Patiala which came late 
in the game. Then again without 
wishing to detract from their suc¬ 
cess there was an air of condes¬ 
cension about Railways play which 
from nonchalance gave way to des¬ 
peration to exaggerate the potential 
of Karnataka. 

Karnataka owed much to outside 
left Alexander. At best he is mode¬ 
rate but Railways must regret ne¬ 
glecting this winger as he twice 
made the openings one of which 
led to the only goal. There was 
little else that he did. Railways 
however had nothing, to fear from 
this ^feat for they duly routed 
Kerala to make the knock-out stage 


but had to suffer the homiliaiion 
of finishing second in the pool. 

The Railways performances even 
prior to this were symptomatic of 
the general downward trend in the 
level of the game amongst teams 
who should do bo'ter with the 
talent at their disposal. It could he 
that because of the poverty of the 
opposition they have come up 
against their game has deteriorated, 
for while they emerged victorious 
there was nothing convincing in 
their play. Forwards tended to be 
more individualistic and passes 
were made to colleagues more 
through compulsion than design. In 
their efforts to revitalise the line 
against Karnataka, wing half Va- 
rinder even moved up alongside 
Philips on the right but it made 
no significant improvement, and 
even their defence lacked stabiliM 
on the occasions they were tested. 


Had Pool "A” been concluded 
before Bombay’s match with Ser¬ 
vices, Bombay would not have tried 
to finish St the top in Pool “B”. 
The second place would have 
assured them of not meeting Rail¬ 
ways in the quarter final. Bombay 
drew to take the lop spot and for 
the point they have to thank goal¬ 
keeper Ol^pio Fernandes who 
while making some good saves was 
lucky not to be penalised with a 
penalty stroke which could have 
given the Services victory. 

Delhi have a lively and enter¬ 
prising centre-forward in Jaipal, a 
scheming inside left in Harjinder 
and a capable full back in Satin- 
der. Their successes have been 
built around thu trio and if they 
lost to Bhopal and only managed 
to scrape past Madhya Pradesh it 
was mainly because their finishing 
vras atrocious. It did not matter 
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Railways' goalkeeper Astaok Dewan itiak.es a good saw 
against Karnataka in a goalmoitth me'ce 


when two penalty strokes were 
wasted against Madhya Pradesh 
but when Ranjit failed with one 
tha would have enabled them to 
draw level with Indian Airlines in 
the quarter-final Ranjit litc(;ally 
sealed Delhi’s doom. 

Delhi may have yet drawn level 
but the experienced Gurung cpm- 
niiited the simplest of blunders to 
enable Airltne.s to run into a three- 
one lead and at that point IS 
minutes from time the match was 
as good as over, Delhi’s fighiback 
was creditable insofar as Airlines, 
until Jaipal reduced the arrears, 
looked like running up a tennis 
score, and one wondered why B. S. 
Mann who was brought in for the 
first lime against Airlines at inside 
right was not made use of from 
the start of the campaign. He was 
better than those whom he sub¬ 
stituted for. 

If Airlines maintain the form 
they revealed in the early stages 
of their match against Delhi, the 
joint champions should emerge 
sole winners. It was not that their 
play provided much to admire but 
thtare has been such a paucity of 
skills that those provided by Sukh- 
bir Singh Grewal and to a lesser 
extent by A^ok Kumar were very 
refreshing and hopeful for the 
future. It is unfortunate that 
Govinda cannot strike an accord 
with outside left Jalaluddin whose 
play suffers in consequence and 
wing half Zaffaruddin should be 


advised to play more up with this 
pair. 

That both the goals igainst Delhi 
came via first a penalty corner and 
then a corner would lead one to 
suspect that the shooting is 


not there despite Airlines pressure. 
It is not all as it should be and 
Gurung merits some credit in 
thwarting the opposition before be 
blundered. Nevertheless only a 
small percentage of corners in the 
competition are being converted 
and it would be no exaggeration to 
say it is as low as five per cent. 
The uneven ground cannot be 
offered as an excuse. Indirect me¬ 
thods would be mere advantageous. 

If a close check is kept on 
Yusuf, much «>f the sting is knock¬ 
ed out of the Bhopal attack. This 
was done by Tamil Nadu's pivot 
Roger Maggie and it helped i b e 
home state to gain an a.scendancy 
which was well night complete in 
their quarter final cla.sh in all save 
the matter of .scoring. Bhopal were 
hit by injuries that kept full back 
Rafiq and wing half Gaffar out, and 
while jtivoi Mallirk strove valiantly 
it wa.s not enough to bolsKT a de¬ 
fence against a Tamil Nadu attack' 
which was in an in.spired mood. 

Despite ronflicting reports about 
(•rabh;ik;aan’.s age, this Tamil 
N>idu ciMitre-forwatd is the spear- 
point of theif ai'oitk and is cer¬ 
tainly more energetic and thrusiful 
than lii.s ycuiiger collettgues around 
him. Despite the skull cap that 
marks him out defences have found 
it difficult to put a curb on his 
effcrvt!scenre. The Airlines who 
Itear T N by twti go.sls to nil in the 
pool may find him a different pro¬ 
position when they ineci him in 
the scini-finaK. 


— SW C'orrespondetU 



Services’ Oung Dung scores against Karnataka 
from a pqnaliv comer 
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Task ahead 

U pERFORMANCE-WISE. no; 

* achievement-wise, yes.” This 
was the reply of India's first bad¬ 
minton gold medallist. Prakash 
Padukonc, who arrived after h i s 
brilliant display at the Edmonton 
Commonwealth Gan»es last week, 
looked quite at home while facing 
a series of questions soon after 
his arrival in Bombay. He said 
that he had played better badmin¬ 
ton against superior opposition and 
had even come dose to victory, 
but the title had eluded him. 

He was obviously referring to 
the iut.slehc had had with Fleming 


Delfs in the. Holland Tournament 
last year, and also the encounter 
against t h e Dan;' in the quarter¬ 
final of the All England champion- 
stiips when he held the initiative in 
the decider.' Kiir.ilarlv, he had the 
match in his pocket when he held a 
decisive 137 le.id in the decidsr of 
the encounter with Vu Yao Tung, 
the champion in the tournament 
held in China-in May thi.<! year. 

These rnatche.'. were obviously 
belter than the ones he encounter¬ 
ed at the indoor court of Edmon¬ 
ton. Bin then could there be grea¬ 
ter joy than winniiig a title and a 
gold medal at tliat with the “Jana 
Cana Mana" sounding most me¬ 
lodious as he stood to attention 
with the 100 grams gold medal 
round his neck. 

Before leaving for the Comnioii- 
wcalth Games there were quite a 
few who had predicted India’s tri¬ 
umph through the unassuming 23- 
year-old Prakash. IVhen picked as 
the top seed Prakash was aware 
that the spotlight would be on him. 


is difficult 

Said he: ”I knew I had a good 
chance of winning the title and 
bring honour to my country. How¬ 
ever I was at no stage over<onfr 
dent nor diffident." 

Positive in whatever he stated 
Prakash added, "the responsibility 
is greater on my shoulders, now 
that I am carrying the gold medal.” 
His immediate target would l>e the 
A.sian Games, which would have 
the best of the players from Indo¬ 
nesia, Japan and China. “The task 
ahead is difficult, but I shall try 
my liesi to better the performance 
at the Edmonton Games,” said Pra¬ 
kash. Prakash's game has improved 


considerably after the training he 
had at Jakarta which was possible 
mainly becau.se of the trip being 
sponsored by his employers—Union 
Bank of India. But he expected 
another medal in the men's dou¬ 
bles quarter-finals and one in the 
team event too, at Edmonton. The 
odds were very much in India’s 
favour in the doubles, but Uday 
Pawar was faulted by the service 
linesman on no less th,‘>n 20 occa¬ 
sions. "This was rather unfair and 
even the protest from the manager 
and coach l'>:.'>u Ghosh were in 
vain. Similar prolest.s by England 
were upheld and even the umpire 
changed.” he complained. Despite 
this the match went to the decider 
though Pawar was distinctly dis¬ 
turbed by the decisions against 
him. 

'"Afte- our victory over New 
Zealand, who had beaten Austra¬ 
lia, we should have triumphed 
over Australia, but this was not u> 
be and another medal went away 
from our grasp,” he added. How¬ 


ever, the surprise packet was pro¬ 
vided by the women’s douUes pair 
who played well and deserved the 
bronae medal. 

He. however, had a good word 
for the organisers. Often the play¬ 
ers had to play two sessions — in 
the afternoon and night. "This 
was a strain but was only to be ex¬ 
pected." The courts — there were 
six in the hall — were good and a 
full house of about 2,500 watched 
the key matches. Season tickets 
were sold well in advance. Though 
the capacity could have been in¬ 
creased by another 1,000 seats, the 
organism-s did not lay chairs along 
the side courts. There was no pro¬ 
blem of food. "Even Indian dishes 
were served and if one desired one 
could live only on fruits, juices 
and milk,” he said. 

Within hours of his arrival — a 
ood crowd including Nardu Naie- 
ar, Bombay badminton officials 
L. P. Goenka (vice-president). 
Sunder Shetty and Union Bank 
secretary Arun Dharadhar — 


Prakash Padukone will be seen 
in action at the Bombay Gymkhana 
"Boost” Open Badminton Tourna¬ 
ment to be held from September 
9 to 12. 

All the leading players of the 
country, including those who had 
represented India at Edmonton 
will be participating. 

The tournament is being spon¬ 
sored by Hindustan Milkfood Ma¬ 
nufacturers. The men’s singles tro¬ 
phy will be donated by the House 
of Somanis. 


he proceeded to the Union^ Bank 
head office at Nariman point- A 
board signalling his arrival was at 
the entrance. 

He was greeted with a copy of 
the latest issue of the Sportsweek 
which bad his picture on the cover 
and autograph-hunters placed the 
magazine in front of him and he 
duly obliged. As the athletic figure 
in the red T shirt walked in con¬ 
gratulations poured in one after 
another. The general manager of 
the bank L. C. Mistry, who re¬ 
ceived him with a bouquet, said 
that the bank w' o u I d provide a 
free locker so that he could keen 
his precious gold medal safe. Not 
only that many more should be 
added. The bank has planned for a 
reception In his honour which 
would be some time during the 
Bomba.y Gjpikhana Tournament 
(September § onwards) in which 
he will take part. However, his 
first competition after claiming the 
gold medal will be the Stiresh Goel 
Memorial to be held at Veranaai 
from September 4. 

— SW CORRESPONDENT 



Ami Ghia and Prakash Padukone are greeted by Nandu 
NaieiuB' on arrival in Bombay 
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A nd since it is time to pick an¬ 
other teem for another cricket 
tour,. I will do my picking now. 

I would select just IS players 
(since on a short tour it is diih- 
cult to accommodate more than 
these in sufficient number of 
matches) and keep five players 
at home as reserves. And if, in 
the middle of the. tour, some 
players are found to be not in 
form or injured, I would recall 
them and send from among the 
reserve:., as in a football game. 

And 1 would replace Bedi as cap¬ 
tain with Gavaskar, since he has 
the best cricketing brain in the 
team and also because 1 can 
never forgive Bedi for giving up 
a game in the West Indies be¬ 
cause of what he considered as 
intimidatory bowling. 

And. to open the innings with 
Cava.skar, I would sclec! Chelan 
Chauh/n and insiruct him to bat 
like he was baiting in the Ranji 
Trophy or on the Australian 
four. And I would re'ain Anshu- 
man Gaekwad as a reserve, ready 
to fly across to Pakistan by tlie 
first plane. 

And number three 1 would reserve 
permanently for Mohinder Amar- 
nath, whether he succeeds or 
fails, as a reward for his guts 
and h i s determination. And at 
number four 1 would have 
Viswanath and hope he would 
live up to the promise he had 
shown ten years ago. 

And my team would definitely have 
Ashok Mankad (to play in all 
the fixture.s of the tour except 
the Tests) and Bri.iesh Patel (to 
play as 12th man) apd .save all 
the runs and give the Indian cor¬ 
respondents accompanying t h e 
team a chance to praise his 
fielding. 

And Kirmani, whether he signs up 
with Packer or not, will be the 
wicketkeeper, of my team. And 1 
would take the opportunity to 
find a second wicketkeeper, 
whose need becomes urgent now 
that Kirmeni will be gone to 
Packer in later tours. 

And Mohinder will open the bowl¬ 
ing, of course, with that new 
quickie from Delhi, who took all 
the wickets during the recent 
tour of the Rajasthan Club to 
Kettjra and whose name would 
become a household world by the 


end of the tour. 

And Prasanna and Bedi and Chan- 
drashekhar and Venkatragbayan 
will be very much there and all 
our hopes will be pinned on 
them, since we have to pin them 
on somebody and cannot do so 
on the batsmen or the fast 
bowlers. 

And, whatever happens or who¬ 
ever else is .selected, I would 
like to have Surinder Amarnath 
in the team. For, 1 think, he is 
the more promising batsman of 
Ihe two brothers and the day 
when he finally hits his form he 
will be another Zaheer Abbas. 

And 1 would put my selected team 
and the five reserves through 
three weeks of training some¬ 
where in the Punjab and very 
near the Pakistan border so that 
they can practice on the kind of 


wickets they are likely to en¬ 
counter in Pakistan. And, I think, 
it is about time one of ihe board 
officials visits Pakistan and finds 
out the kind of wickets we are 
likely to find there and returns 
and briefs our players about it 
rather than talking the same old 
stuff of cricket being resumed 
af'cr 18 years. 

And not only would I pay ali the 
crickt.trs well, but also alit, .v 
them to write honks and reports- 
Partly because not allowing them 
amounts to a sort of cen.sorship 
and partly because some of them 
write better cricket books than 
some of the cricket correspon¬ 
dents. 

And finally, if all this is done, I 
am confident that India will win 
one Test and lose two in Paki¬ 
stan. 


WITFRF. was the 1948 Olym- 
piad held and who were the 
members of the victorious Indian 
hockey team? 

—Vinod (Indore). 

A THE 1948 Olympics were 
held in London. Kishen Lai, 
of the Railways, led the Indian 
hockey team. The other members 
were K. D. Singh Babu (U.P.. vice- 
captain), Leo Pinto, Walter 
D'Souaa. Keshav Duit, K. S. Gentle, 
Maxie Vaa, Amir Kumar. Lawrie 
Fernandes and F. Rodrigues (all 


Oue/lioA 

O 


Bombay), R. Francis (Madras), 
Trilochan Singh and Balbir Singh 
(bo'h Punjab), Akbtar Hussain and 
Latifur Rehman (both Bhopal), L. 
Claudius, Pat .Jansen and G. Glac- 
Iten (all Bengal), Jaswant Rai 
(Delhi) and Grahanandan Singh 
(Services). Dr. A. C. Chatterjee 
and Pankaj Gupta were the joint 
managers. 

Q WHAT was the time taken 
by Len Hutton in scoring 364 
and by Garfield Sobers in scoring 
36S not out? 

—Sandeep Shrivastava 
(New Delhi-3). 

A HUTTON'S 364 took 13 hours 
^ and 20 minutes and included 
35 fours. Sobers’ 36S not out caine 
in ten hours, eight minutes and 
contained 38 fours. 


a HOW many Tests ha.s F,ng- 
l.'ind’s Clive Radley played 
so far’ 

—.Surinder ^a! Singh and Jaspa) 
Singh (New Dclhi24). 

A RADLEY had played in two 
Tests in New Zealand and 
scored 173 runs in two inning;.. 
Including a century (158) before 
appearing in his first home Test 
in the scries with Pakistan. 


WHO was the first wicket- 
keeper batsman to complete 
2,000 runs in Tests? 

— M. J. Mukatiwaia (Siirat-1). 

A ENGLAND'S L. E. G. Ames, 
who played in the late 20^s 
and early 30’s. In 47 Tests, he 
scored 2,434 runs, including 
eight centuries, ■ at an average o6 
40.56, with 149 in the fourth Test 
against the West Ind cs at King¬ 
ston in 1929 30 as his best. 


WHAT is the speed of the 
fastest ball ever bowled in 
a Test match? What are the speeds 
of Roberts, Thomso|[L Holding and 
Lillee? ^ 

—^Ravindra Tembe (Gwalior l) and 

Kalyan Sunder Bose (Patna). 

A LIGHT meters are about to 
be introduced. Wait till 
sophisticated electronic devices 
come into force. 

^ WHAT are the Test records 
of Viv Richards and Greg 
Chappell? 

—Ashoke Kumar Ponda 
(Raniganj). 

Jk JN 28 Tests. Richards has 
played 47 innings, twice not 
out, and scored 2,500 runs at an 
average of 55.55 with against 
England as his highest. In 51 Teats. 
Greg Chappell played 90 innings. 
13 times not out, and scored 4,097 
runs at an average of 53.20, with 
247 not out against New Zealand 
as hia best. 
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SUPER 

T-SHIRT 

with a year'^ 
aubscripHon 
to Iridia'^ 
leadmg 
Sports 
iwagaziHe 






ALL YOU have to do to got 
SPORTSWEEK’S "WORLD OF CRICKET 
T-Shirt free is to send in a year's 
subscription of Rs. 78/- to your 
favourite magazine SPORTSWEEK 
plus Rs. 3 ■ towards postal 
registration charges. 

Made of white superfine cloth by one 
of the leading mills in the country, 
it has blue and red letters on the front 
and back. The offer is open only to 
subscribers, not to subscription 
agencies. 

T-Shirts will be sent as long as stocks 
last. 

HURRY—fill in and send this coupon 
TODAY, indicating your size. 


r 

■ SP 

I IS 

••u 


The Circulation Manaoer, 
SPORTSWEEK. 

158 0. J. Dadajea Road. 
BOMBAY-400 034. 


"1 


Pleate send me S2 iseues of SPORTSWEEK 1m a year and a 
"WORLD OF CRICKET" T-Shirt*, free ot coat. Enclosed is a money 

order receipt No, ——._/ demand draft for Rs. Bt/- which 

includa Rs. 3/- towards postage and registration ch ar gaa. 


ADDRESS. 


H My 
■ ALI 


STATE.. 


My -T' Shirt size is; 30’,32',.34*, 38', 38’ (tick off your siM) 
ALLOW 1 MONTH FOR THE SHIRTS TO REACH YOU. 


J 
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RWITC steps down 



C ONDITIONS in India being 
what they are the project of 
a tote monopoly on our racecourses 
is remote. This v as brought nut by 
the confron-ation between the 
KWITC and the bookmakers in res¬ 
pect of the quantum of stall fees 
when the betting pattern of the 
first three days of the Pune Meet¬ 
ing, when no bookmaker stood in 
Bombay and, first one and then 
two operated in Pone, changed for 
the better with the end of the 
confrontation and the return of the 
layers of the odd.s on the fourth 
day. 

As a result of the higher volume 
of betting both the RWITC and 
the Maharashtra Government de¬ 
rived additional revenue. The loss 
to the Club in respect of stall fees 
alone for the first three race days 
was over Rs. 300,000 and tiic loss 
by way of commission on the bet¬ 
ting tax would be in the region 
of Rs. t.50 lakhs. The lo.ss was 
clearly avoidable and an unneces¬ 
sary waste. 

After negotiations the RWITC 
decided not to effect any increase 
in the stall fees for the Pune Meet¬ 
ing but to hike the stall fees for 
the forthcoming Bombay, Banga¬ 
lore Winter and Summer Meetings 
by 33 per cent. The bookmakers 
found this unacceptable and offered 


to accept an increase of 10 per 
cent for the Bombay and Bonga- 
lore Summer Meetings only. As a 
result of the differing postures the 
bookmakers stayed away. Finally, 
the matter was .settled by ftie 
RWITC agreeing to accept a 20 
per cent increase in fees for only 



FI Bravo (Kcbin Corner up) 
. . . iitakes his claim for 
the plunut 


the Bombay and Bangalore Sum¬ 
mer Meetings. . 

That the dispute could have been 
tentporarsiy suspended in the first 
instance is seU.evident. Surely, as 
the RtVITC agreed to leave the 
stall fees for the Pune Meeting un- 
di.sturi>cd they could have licensed 


the bookmakers for that Meeting 
with the proviso that the fees for 
the subsequent meetings would 
determined after negotiation! 

Thai apart, the fact that the 
RWITC finally agreed to accept 
about 40 per cent of what they had 
originally demanded can only be 
construed to mean (bat the autho¬ 
rities finally realised that their de¬ 
mand was unreasonable. 

In a day and age in which most 
disputes are resolved by consensus 
even at governmental level it is 
unfortunate that race chib officials 
continue to act arbitrarily. It is 
time that old aftitndis were ad¬ 
justed to prevailing conditions. 

Squanderer, thaj great son of 
Yaloroso Milky Way. continues on 
his oh0000)00.11 wudiing way. Ran- 
iit V. Rhat .md I. fi. Mlrchandani's 
bay t',ik<!-wa1ked the Niyant’s Gold 
Cup in >tyd<T-tb.'ic! and i; is ahun- 
dan'ly e'ear that the President of 
lu(l;on Gf’td Cop. which is the 
richest and mn;.t impor!.int race in 
the country for horses above the 
Classic .iftf. is .iKo his for 'he ask- 
inc. Si-juaiuieTcrN only defe.it was 
in the !076 Uang.ilrifc Colts Trial 
whicn W. 1 S won by Red Satin. 

jn v'mf, Mrs. Villon C. Poona- 
w:'ll’'s li’i -Brii'-n, .t colt hv Sati- 
nelli>fl'',.'.ain'.i<f:i» was the impres¬ 
sive winner of tor 1.400 metres 
F. D. W.-idta Gold Cup and although 
the field for this rare, which is 
considered to he a poin'er to the 
Tndi'-.n Ciassics wa« not ftilly re¬ 
presentative of the l>est three-year- 
rlds Western Ind';' i> is patent 
that Et Bravo has now staked his 
claim for the plums. 




“T"' ' ...... 

very fir.st Test played between Aus¬ 
tralia and England at Melbourne 
a hundred years ago 


C RICKET stamps, like the game, 
arc engrossing, but few coun¬ 
tries have published thesq type of 
stamps, and not in such profusion 
as, say, the Olympic Games or 
soccer. 

England, Australia, New Zea¬ 
land. South Africa, the Caribbean 


countries and India has’C, in (he 
past issued various siamp.s in me¬ 
mory of eminent Test cricketers 
and important landmarks. 

During March 1977, to celebrate 
the centennial of Test cricket, Aus¬ 
tralia brought out a series of 
stamps depicting a scene of the 


These .'■.lamps—one of 45 cents 
and five lb cents ones—show in 
sketch drawings how cricket was 
played in 1877, the appearance of 
the ground and its environs. Cric¬ 
ket has, indeed, come a long way 
over a century of ye;us. 

— JAGDISH BINIVALE 
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Fiflc^ycar-«ld Tracy Wkidiam ct Australia brake the 
trarld 400 meCr^ frce>s(yle record at the World swimming 
cnamiMoashiipo in Berlin. Her tiinding of 4 mins. 6.28 secs, 
sliced m-er a second off the old mark 


Juantorona 
is tired 

PIDEL CASTRO'S personal 
^ friend stretched out his long 
legs irt me capitalistic sunshine of 
Crysta! Palace and surveyed news¬ 
men with studied arrogance. 

"By the Moj-cow Olympics Cuba 
•will have four o;her young men 
•who couid be challenging the world 
in the -100 metre-s," said Alberto 
Juantorcna, who was beaten for the 
firsi iune over BOO metres when he 
finiiihed sixth in a race won by 
Amor) Cun James Robinson at an 
iniernation.’il athletics meeting at 
Zurich recently. 

"T’-f V are now aged between 17 
and i'i. Tall and .strong like me 
and v<ry fast They are a product 
of our revolution — and proof of 
the opportunities it has brought.” 

It .! .;iiirment that brooked 
ro coiv. tc.ton. 

Juenior* na, double Olympic 
ch.in:;»;i''i! ovoi 400 and 800 metres, 
dual •wf/rh' >s-cord holder and man 
ot the M'.-,7!‘rcal Games, mi.sses no 
chance hang the political drum. 

Hti; Crystal Palace the 6ft. 

if iii. ptii (lOinenon was also happy 
to talk aV-out himself. 

lie s.iii: '‘I am .so tired. I have 
run II'lirope.i.-. tours and the 
Ctnuel .'tritcrican games. 

"A'.I thai travelling, all those 
chanfi-v of 'weattii.r and good food 
are .ml aiuch. i will not race again 
now tiiild iitxr May.'* 

he ■will choo.se whether 
to go (<H a Moscow double of 400 
and 8<K) or 800 and l.SOO metres. 

“Tb.tt will be derided this win¬ 
ter," (ic '.aid. ‘T have never run 
l,r>t>0 nifiies in my life. Once I ran 
1.200 metres in 2:58 sec.—and that 
w.is so very far. I was very, very 
tirc.tt.” 



Aihe-rto Juantore-iia . . . beaten 


Glenys acts 

RlCKET's onlj female physio- 
^ therapist credited her prompt 
treatment of New Zealand bouncer 
victim Geoff Howarth during the 
second Test at Trent Bridge to “a 
premonition.” 

Glen.vs Boon, Notts physio for 
the past four years, was on Ihe 
field seconds after Ian Botham’s 
bouncer had struck the ducking 
Howarth on the back of the head. 

She said later: “1 went on so 
fast that some people thought I 
was a mad woman about to hit 
Botham with my handbag. 

“The odd thing was that 1 had 
watched Bob Willis bowl several 
bouncers without any medical kit 
near me. Something persuaded roe 
to collect my sponge bag. and I 
had been back in my seat only 30 
seconds when Geoff was hit.” 

Glenys who has previously this 
season attended Derby's Tony Bor- 
ringlon and Warwick’s Dave Smith 


after similar incidents first came 
to attention when she was thrown 
out of the Lord’s pavilion four 
years ago. 

She recalls: “I didn’t realise that 
women weren’t allowed. But that 
ha.s all been sorted out and they 
new let me get on with my job.” 


Wooing Joe 

J OE AWOME, England’s heavy- 
weight boxing gold medallist 
at the recent Commonwealth Games 
at Edmonton, is waging a real 
battle to stay amateur till the 1980 
Moscow Olympics. 

Jovial Joe, the likable Woking 
truck driver, is adamant he will 
[here wearing a vest for Britain 
in Moscow. “I’m staying amateur.” 
he says. 

Despite the undoubted sincerity 
of Awome’s intentions the pressure 
IS on him. There is a fivofigure 
reward jvst for placing his signa- 
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Awomr . . . happy 


ture on a professional boxing con¬ 
tract. 

The diminishing world of the 
profes.<sional fight game does not 
give up lightly the chance lo sign 
a handsome 6 ft. 2 in. 15} st. com¬ 
petitor. Especially one who not only 
possesses the big touch but the 
promise of becoming an extrovert 
like Muhammad Alt. 

As Awotne came out of the ring 
at Edmonton arena after defeating 
Ghana's Aclawah Mensali the all- 
African champion for the gold 
medal he met the attending British 
press with this exhortation: “All 
together now, ‘Congratulations 
Joe’.” He’s no big-head. He’s a big 
man with a great sense of humour. 

Karpov — life on 
3 whales 

about my life?” Anatoly 

^ repealed with a pen.dvc air 
and then smiled. “T h e ancients 
maintained that the earth rests on 
three whales. So does my life: my 
studies, my civic work and my 
chess.” 

This is how a dean of Leningrad 
University describes him: “Karpov 
stands out for his diligence and 
self-discipline. One would like to 
see such traits in all young people. 
This is why Anatoly’s example is 
very necessary and useful. Futuro¬ 
logists term economics the 21st cen¬ 
tury. It seems Ka^ov will make a 
name for himself in this field mucli 
earlier.” 

“I have really acquired a passion 
for ' economics,” said Karpov. A 
short time ago he brillian’ly defen 
ded his thesis. 

The subject of his thesis i.s Lei¬ 


sure Time and its Economic Signi¬ 
ficance under Socialism. 

“No offence but your work is 
pure theory; you’ve no personal 
experience here. The champ's clock 
may not run too fast at tourna¬ 
ments but in daily life he constant¬ 
ly gets into time-trouble,” 1 egged 
Anatoly on. His green eyes danced: 

“There is a difference in ap¬ 
proach to one’s leisure time and 
its use. For example, I think that 
education does not end with gra¬ 
duation. One’s leisure should com¬ 
plement one’s education. Self-teach¬ 
ing is a continuous process.” 

I have always admired the 
amaxingly fast pace of his life. He 
is always busy and eager to grasp 
the world around him. 

In his native city, Leningrad, and 
in trips around the country Karpov 
often appears before audiences of 
workers and students. He cannot 
forget his tour of Siberia either. 

“I shall always remember it. 
They do love chess there. And how! 
Thousands turned out at the Lenin 
Komsomol Stadium in Krasnoyarsk 
and did not leave for hours, watch¬ 
ing the simultaneous tournament 
that was held right on the ground. 
And it was rather cool — 1 warm¬ 
ed my fingers with my breath 
while distributing autographs.” 

Sponsoring chess devotees and 
the opening of new facilities for 
them are questions that Karpov 


always brings up at his meetings 
with local authorities. He is an 
ardent exponent of chess in the 
press — he is a chess writer for 
P r a V a d a and more frequently, 
Leningradskaya Pravada. Karpov is 
on the editors’ staff of the weekly 
64 and magazine Studenebesky 
Meridian. 

This is how he spends his leisure 
time, when he is not playing chess. 

The harmony of Karpov's style 
has been borne out by statistics. In 
the three years since he became a 
world champion, Karpov has play¬ 
ed 165 games and won 80, tied 80 
and lost only five. Out of some 15 
tournaments he took part in, Kar¬ 
pov was defeated only twice. The. 
world champion has critically ana¬ 
lysed these results. He not only 
works on his skills but docs not let 
a day go by without engaging in 
some form of ailiictics. He is rather 
good at badminton and has truly 
superior skills in putting the ba.s- 
ketball through the hoop. Karpov 
goes for cro.ss-country skiing, which 
has always been his favourite sport. 
He has made good progress in 
swimming. 

Another illustration of the use 
of leisure time. Karpov has taken 
up fishing. He rejects the idea of a 
power-boat and rows from five to 
seven kilometres each time he is 
out in the lake with a friend. This 
is also a good way for keeping fit. 

— ALEXANDER ROSHAL 



Anatoly Karpov blows the symbolic candle on the cake 
signifying his first win over challenger Korchnoi during the 
world chess championships at Baguio City. 

Karpov now leads 4-1 
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Anita Sood . . five firsts 



East Bengal's 
grand slam 

AST BENGAL CLUB ended 
t h c Calcutta cricket season 
with a “grand slam” — winning 
all the tournaments tu-ganiscd by 
the Cricket Association of Bengal. 
The conquesis started with the 
J. C. Afulchcrjee trophy tourney, 
organised for pre season practice 
and to hmp in the selection of the 
Bengal sr,tiad fur ihc Ranji Trophy 
campaign. 

This was followed by the pres¬ 
tigious CAi! First Division Leagtie 
title, which was won in the (ace 
of stiff opposition from Mohun 
Bagaii, Sporting Union and Kali- 
ghat. Tlie next trophy was the 
glittering senior knock otit prirc. 
r'inaliy. East Bengal lifted the I*. 
Sen trophy which, for the first time 
in many years, featured only local 
sides. East Bengal met Sporting 
Union in the final but the match 
could not be finished because of 
rains. Earlier, Mohun Bagan lost 
the toss when their semi-fin.il match 
had lo be decided by the spin ot 
the coin because rain had .stopped 
play. The P. Sen trojthy was shared 
by East Bengal and Sporting 
Union. 

The CAB will have to re.schcdule 
its fixtures next year in order to 
avoid first, the unbearable beat of 
March-April-May and then the 
rain.s in the later part of May, early 
.June and J<ily. Not only will true 
merit be judged in an atmosphere 
conducive to good cricket, specta¬ 
tors, tot), will not have to be dis¬ 
appointed l>ecause of rain. 


Super Anita 

A LL eyes were on Otters Club’s 
^ twclve-ycar-oId Anita Sood dur¬ 
ing the Greater Bombay aquatic 
championships. During the two-day 
conipeiition she competed in ten 
events, won five and was second in 
five others. 

She also had the distinction of 
sinking three (200 m. and 400 m. 
individu.';l medley, and 200 m. free¬ 
style) meet records in a perfor¬ 
mance that brought, her the indivi¬ 
dual title in the women’s section, 

.Smita Desai, too, broke three re¬ 
cords (KKJm. and 200 rn hulterfly 
stroke, and 100 m. freestyle) while 
Roxemne Seibna improved the wo¬ 
men's 200 m. backstroke and the 
P. M. Hindu Baths’ women’s quar¬ 
tet bettered the 4 x 100 m. freestyle 
relay timings. 

The men's individual honours 


went to Yang Chin Shin, who won 
six events and came second in ano¬ 
ther. .luniors S.injay Chandam and 
Faixnl Raja were the others to give 
encouraging performances in the 
men’s section. 

— HOSEY MISTRY 

Sesa triumph 

C ESA, Goa beat District Foo ball 
Assncialit.o, Visag three-nil in 
the final on Augu.si 2.), and lifted 
the Visakha trophy in (he fourth 
annual football tournament which 
was often marred by rain. The 
Goans maint-oined not only an un¬ 
beaten record in the league tour¬ 
nament which lasted forty days, 
but did not concede a goal to their 
opponents. Twelve of the fifteen 
goals they netted came through 
their nippy forward.s Gokuidas 
(eight) and Francis (four) who 
were ably assisted by veteran Lobo. 
Their goalkeeper Remedies who 
could not be beaten brought off 
many a superb save. But the Goans 
were lucky to get past Hindustan 
Copper Mines, (^hatsila who lost 
one-nil in the quarter final. 

-A- PRASANNA KUMAR. 

Strong 'Tea* 

Tfe ACK home after another suc- 
^ cesisfu) season in the Lanca¬ 
shire and Cheshire League is Tamil 
Nadu batsman T. £. ’Tea’ Sriniva- 


Srinivasan, who played for Wood- 
houses C.C., was forced to come 
back home, with three matches to 
go but by then he bad already 
scored 1,640 runs and taken 40 
wickets with his leg-spinners. 

Hie 27-year-old India Cements 
executive from Madras, who nar- 


—SW CORRESPONDENT 



Eaft Bengal Cricket Club . - . winners of four fro(diies 
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rowly Blissed the selection to the 
Indian team «diicb toured Australia 
last year, scored four hundreds and 
^e innings of over SO and missed 
hu century by just one run in his 
last match. 


He has been offered contracts for 
yet another year in the Lancashire 



T. E. Srinivasan... good going 


and the Central Lancashire 
Leagues. Some countries have also 
shown interest in signing him up. 

Stronger SBI 

S TATE BANK of India's leading 
cricketer.s, B. S. Bedi, G. R. 
Viswanath, S. M. H. Kirmani and 
others will be able to play for the 
bank’s Bombay team in the Times 
of ludia Challenge Shield Cricket 
Tournament in the coming season. 

Arrangements are being made to 
keep them on the pay-roll of SBI’.s 
Bombay office. , 

-S.K. 

Karnataka tops 

I N the absence of top cyclists, 
who are at the coaching camp 
at Patiala, for the Asian Games, 
the South Zone Cycling meet turn¬ 
ed out to be a Kerala versus Kar¬ 
nataka affair. Andbra, the strong¬ 
est south rone team was unrepre¬ 
sented and Tamil Nadu had only 
two cyclists. 

Ashok Kumar, who is also atten¬ 
ding the coaching camp, was the 
cyclist of the meet winning 3 
events in all, with Kerala’s Abu 
Baker offering stiff competition. 

Kerala’s Usha T. Nair, who had 
made her mark in the Nationals 
last April, was fortunate to win 
the women's individual champion¬ 
ship with 13 points, after Banga¬ 
lore’s Khurshid Irani, who won her 



Karnataka cycling team . . . winners’'champ 
Ashok Kumar (third from right) 


pel event, the 1,000 m. time trial, 
was indisposed. 

Patrick San Fransisco, who en¬ 
tered the road race “just for the 
hell of it,” won the gruelling 100 
krn. race from Trivandrum to Cape 
Comorin. aliead of four Kerala 
cyclists, in a time of 3 hours 45 
minutes. 

From the start, the cyclitus 
moved in a bunch at a steady pace, 
but about 8 kms. from the end, 
Patrick surged ahead and kept his 
lead till the finishing line. 



Ilarjinder Singh, one of die 
stalwarts of the new dtsbaoded 
I-eadcr Club has decided to 
join East Bengal Club. He will 
play for the Calcutta team 
the next season 

Partha best 

pARTHA PRATIMCHANDA won 
* the ’Bharat Sri’ award at Ban¬ 
galore ill the XXVIII Best Physique 
contest held recently. 

The 21-year-old bodybuilder, who 
is employed as clerk in the Post 
and Telegraphs ^ Calcutta, met 
with strong opposition on his way 
to the final stage. In the proceag, 
Pratimehanda overcame last year’s 
‘Bharat Kumar’, ‘Basu Deb Das’ 
challenge which was enprmous 
considering his personality, bulk 
and height. But, greater bulk and 



Partha Pratimehanda . . . be^ 


height, while being advantageous 
in itself, does not necessarily bring 
home titles — a fact conclusively 
proved by the .'Jft; 3in. Par,ha, who 
contested in the ‘Short group.’ 
Three years ago, Himangshu Chak- 
roborty, another of the shorties 
among musclemen, was crowned 
'Bharat Sri,’ giving elaborate evi¬ 
dence that there are more impor¬ 
tant considerations than height and 
bulk to win the title. 

To an extent, Pratimehanda was 
inspired by elder broibcr Bimal 
Chand, himself an outstanding 
weight-lifter, to take up body¬ 
building seriously. And over the 
years, the young bodybuilder ha.s 
won various championships, among 
them; ‘All India Mr. University* 
and ‘Bharat Kumar’ in 1975, and 
‘Purba Bharat Sri’ in 1976. 

Part of Partfaa’s advancement is 
due to hi$ carefully chosen diet, 
which includes cheese, various 
fruits and soya bcan.s, and regular 
training of three hours each day 
five days a week. But Pratimehanda 
hasn’t reached the acme of his am¬ 
bition — he would, of course, like 
to represent India in international 
competitions. 

—T. V. HARIIIAB 
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• ♦ by ARBIES 

iCHISSI 


WHITE give! away a Knight 
^ just to push his Pawn to KBS. 
His Pawns on K5 and KBS prevent 
Black's Q-side pieces from coming 
to the aid of their King. 

No sooner Black returns a 
Knight for the menacing KBP than 
a White Bishop sacrifice enables 
his KNP to take the place of his 
KBP and the tremendous power of 
this Pawn quickly forces Black's 
capitulation. 

ALEKHINE’S DEFENCE 
White: F. Olafsson 
Black: B. Larsen 
(Reikjawick, 1978) 

1. PK4. NKB3 2. PK5, NQ4 3. 
PQ4, PQ3 4. NKB3. PKN3 (a) S. 
BQB4, NN3 (b) 6. BN3. BN2 (c) 
7. NN5. PQ4 8. 00, NB3 9. PQB3, 
BB4 10. PN4I. (d) BxN 11. QB3!. 
00 12. RxB, QQ2 13. BB2. NQl 14. 
QR3, PKR3 15. PKB4I (e) P*N 
16. PBS!!, NK3 (f) 17. PxN, QxP 
18. QBxP, P0B4 19. KRll (g) PxP 
20. PxP. KRBl 21. BBS!, PxB 22. 
PxP (h) QQB3 23. RNl!, QB7 24. 
QRKl, KBl 25. PB6, Black r'^signs. 

(a) More usual is 4 . . . BNS or 
4 . . . NQB3. Sigurjonsson-Larscn, 
Portoroz, 1977 went: 4 . . . NN3 5. 
PQR4. PQB3 6. PRS. NQ4 7. BK2, 
PKN3 8 00. BN2 9. PB4. NB2 10. 
PxP, QxP 11. NB3. 00. 

(b) In Kavalek-Boem, Wijk-an- 
Zee 1977: 5 . . . PQB3 6. 00. BN2 
7. PxP, QxP 8. PKR.3. 00 9. QNQ2. 
BB4 10. BN3, NQ2 11. RKl, PKR3? 
12. NR4I. BxQP 13. NK4, BxN 14. 
QxB. N.SB3 15. RxB won for White. 

<c) Interesting is 6 . . . PQR4 7. 
PK6I?, BxP 8. BxB, PxB 9. NN5, 
NB3 10. NxKP, QQ2 11. NxB, RxN 
12. 00. 000 (RodrigueS'AIbert. Tbi¬ 
lisi 1977). 

(d) This Pawn advance apparent¬ 
ly weakening White's King side 
proves a very strong attacking 
move. 

(e) This offer of the Knight 
Sacrifice is a jolt for Black. He* has 
little choice but to accept it. 

(f) Black can prolong the game 
only by returning the Knight, for 
otherwise White threatens BxP 
followed by PK6. 

(g) A farsighted move planning 
another sacrifice to open KN-file 
which the King vacates for the 
Rook. 

(h) White's KNP. of which Black 
provoked the advance, is playing a 
key part in the attack. Black has 
absolutely no defence. 


Two brevities against Alekhine 
Defence in this variation: 

White: Manatsakanyan 
Blade: Albert 
(Tbilisi, 1977) 

S. NNS (instead of BQB4), 
PKB3? 6. PxBP, PxP 7. BQB4. PxN 
(if 7 . . . NN3 8. BB7ch. KK2 9. 
00; or if 7 . . . QK2cb 8. KQ2i) 8. 
BxN. PBS 9. BN3. QK2ch 10. BK3, 
PQR4 11. 00, QB3 12. RKlch, KQl 
13. NB3. PQ4 14. BxQPl, PxB 15. 
NxP, QB4 16. BxPchl!, QxB 17. 
RK5, BKB4 18. QK2, BQ3 19. RKII, 
BQ6 20. RKSch, KQ2 21. QK6ch. 
KB3 22. RxR, Black resigns. 

Zeitlin-Sakharov (Leningrad 
Ch. 1977) 6 . . . PQR4 (instead of 
BN2 in the first game) 7. PK6, 
PKB3 8. NN5!, PB3 (if 8 ... PxN 
9. QB3) 9. NB7. QB2 10. NxR, PRS 
11. NxP. PxN 12. 0N4. PxB 13. 
QxPeh, KQl 14. 0N8, BxP IS. 
QxQB, N04 16. NR3. Black resigns. 


END GAME 



White; Ka4; Bgl; Nh3; Pb7. 
Black: Kh4; Rh8; B’s-d8. e6. 
White to play and win. 


How much do 
you know? 

1. In squash, after the scores have 
reached B-all who has the option 
to set the game at two? 

2. What stroke does a swimmer 
have to swim in a freestyle 
event? 

3. What is the distance of a inara' 
thon race? 

4. If in badminton doubles a player 
standing in the wrong service 
court takes the service, and hia 
side wins the rally, what dial! 
be the umpire’s decision? 

5. In soccer, can a thrower use one 
hand for throwing and the other 
to ^ide the throw? 

6. Is it a fault if the server in ten¬ 
nis throws up the ball to serve 
but decides not to .strike it and 
catches it? 

7. Do the batsmen change ends 
when five run.s are awarded at 
a penalty for an infringement by 
the fielding side? 

ANSWERS; 

1. The player who reaches eight 
points first. 2. Any stroke is per¬ 
mitted; but crawl being the fastest 
is adopted. 3. 26 miles, 385 yards. 
4. It shall be a ‘let,’ provided that 
such ‘let’ be claimed or allowed 
before the next succeeding service 
is delivered. 5. No, it is a foul. 
Both hands must be used for the 
throw. 6. No. The server has not 
attempted to hit the ball. 7. No. 

—HOSEY MnSTRY 



INE technique coupled with 
good card-reading enabled 
young Jaggi Shivdasani to land this 
sticky contract of “4 spades” at a 
rubber-bridge session: 

6 4 

A 9 4 
A S X X X X 
9 X 

(N) 

(S) 

Q J 10 9 8 7 5 
K J 
Q J 
A X 

Both sides vulnerable. 

Bidding: S W N E 

IS P 2D 3C 

4S P P P 

Opening lead: Club 10. 

Jaggi won the (gening lead with 
the Ace and returned a club to 
East’s knave. East cashed the 
spade Ace and exited with the 
heart deuce, won by dummy’s Ace 


when his knave was covered by 
West’s Queen. A second round of 
trumps was won on Jaggi's left, 
with East showing out. A club 
came back ruffed in hand as Jaggi 
paused to take stock. 

Most players would now shrug 
pessimistically and stake alt on 
the diamond finesse. 

Jaggi probed more deeply. East 
appeared to have six clubs headed 
by K Q J and the blank Spade Ace. 
The deuce-of-hean return at trick 
three suggested four hearts. Did 
East have; S; A, H: 10 x x x, D: x x, 
C: KQJxxx or S; A, H: lOxxx, 
D: Kx, C: KQJxxx? Jaggi right¬ 
ly decided that the second hand 
was mci'e probable in view of 
East’s vulnerable bid at the level 
of three. East was Dr. Dayal, • 
sound rubber-bridge player who 
was not likely to stick his neck out 
with the first suggested hand. 

Praying for East to have the 
heart 10, Jaggi ran all his trumps 
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ACROSS: 




1 Superhuman beginning for a skiing event (5, 6). 

8 An egoistic boxer with an egoistic ending (3). 

9 This shooting is a snare (4). 

10 A bridge player’s call wi.h a paternal start (4). 

11 An article at both ends with Khan names a 
famous hockey tournamem (3). 

13 This Mathias won the Olympic decathlon in 
successive Games (6). 

14 A large gun is a billiards stroke (6). 

15 A cricketer works hard to earn this coming 
back (3). 

17 To reduce sail area (4). 

18 Tlie venue of the 1952 win;er Olympics begins 
and ends with a ring (4). 

21 A round of the racecourse is beiween the waist 
and the knee while si.ting (3), 

23 Joe Louis took all romers as his this for th’e 
world boxing title (11). 

DOWN: 

2 It governs cricket internationally (1, 1, 1). 

3 John Newcombe’s nickname with a novel 
start (4). 

4 A seasonal board for diving (6). 

5 The rcniaint- gives Wimblcdcn champion a 

S uccidenial bread is a high jumping style (7, 4). 

7 A dam start for a former world billiards cham¬ 
pion 16, 5). 

11 Its computer ranks tennis players (3). 



reducing the hand to this three- 
card ending: 

nil 
9 X 
A 
nil 
(N) 

(S) 

nil 

K 


East was forced to unguard one 
of the red suits. In practice, he 
bared his D King, but the hand 
was an open book for Jaggi. He 
cashed the diamond Ace and utili¬ 
sing his heart King for a re-entry, 
got his tenth trick with the Queen 
of diamonds. Had East blanked his 
heart ten. the heart King could 
have been cashed and dummy en¬ 
tered with the D Ace to enjoy the 


Hoard this one? 

One town in Britain is so old 
fashioned that it almost banned 
ladies golf. The council, it seemed, 
heard that the object of the game 
was for ladies to go round the 
course ia as little as possiblel 


heart nine. A perfect crisscross 
squeeze. 

The full hand: 


K X X 
Q X X X 
10 X X 

10 X X 


6 4 

A 9 X 

A 9 X X X X 

9 X 

(N) 

A 

10 X X X 


(E) K X 

J Q J X X X 

10 9 8 7 5 


West could have defeated t h e 
contract with a diamond return 


when he won his .spade King. 

Artistic, as Jaggi s line is, there 
is a a simpler line suggcisted by iny 
friend M. L. Saxena, w'.iicb dues 
not rest at the mercy of a mis- 
defence. Win the club Ace, take 
King and Ace of hearts and ruif a 
heart in hand, exiting v/ich a club. 
East is end-played proriio with his 
single spade honour. Tkiis line does 
not even need the hea rt 10 in the 
East’s hand and is per ha ps techni¬ 
cally superior, thougli Jii;<gi'.s line 
is more spectacular. 

Jagfp is the yourip.esf bridge 
player in the country «o haw ever 
won the Holkar Trojthy. He achie- 
ved this feat some iwt» years ago 
at the age of eighte>£n in ilic Bom¬ 
bay Nationals. 


SPORTING SAM ...... by Reg Wootton 
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Unforgettable Vinoo 

A LTHOirCll he is doad. the 
name and achieireincnts of 
Vinoo Mankad wil! ]ive for ever. It 
is not <;a.':y to fo.'iict a man who 
has rotiiributed sn much io Indian 
crickc:, i.otniiinic.<i even singlc- 
handedlv. 

"-■R. Surendra Kao (Mysore). 

M.ANKAD’s death is a 
* Krea! loss to Indian cricket, 
the • fans, and especially to those 
who bfiietiied direcily from his 
teaci'tings. It would not be inappro- 
pt.-atc to -say that he pave more 
lha.n he received from cricket. 

— Vikram Singh CBiiopal). 

to Russia 

A natoly karpov, after win- 

nin.e (our games to Korchnoi’s 
one, si'eni.s set to retain h:s world 
chess tit.le. And once agnir it will 
be a Rut'-sian who will triumph. 

And inevitably the question of 
Russia’.s —' indeed, any communist 
country’s — treatment of their 
sportsmen arise.s. East Germany, 
for insiatict'?. riiiblc.ssly drive men 
and womtm alike, in giiielling 
practice ses sions through coniinu- 
oiisly lontt period.s. And there is 
no way th es i* sportsmen can seek 
redress .siivcc communism has an 
eerie ninntic: of depriving people 
of their U*gl'‘im.»te rights. .Still, 
this is no w.iy to treat sportsmen— 
or, as a mat 'ei • of fact, any person. 
—Sarijay Phadke (Poona). 

Unappretciative 

S OON after file Edmonton Com¬ 
monwealth G aincs, it was claim¬ 
ed that Indian at.hicics did not per¬ 
form well owing to lack of inter¬ 
national comt»etrtivo experience. 
This, of course, io under.vtandable. 
But Fieltl Mtirsi'ial Manek.shaw’s 
explanation of no.* sending an In¬ 
dian hockey ii^atn to Paki.stan 
stands as a dire trt tiiitilliesis to this 
statement. 

It now appears thtu Indian sports¬ 
men have ample o,opor;unities for 
participaiing in i ntoriiaiional tour¬ 
naments — only t he sports ofltcials 
do not seem ultog(*iicr apprecia¬ 
tive of foreign in-^ritaiions. 

—Sunil I)e vn.ini (Bombay). 


Iimxplieable 

ptlELD MARSHAL Mandtshaw’s 

* viewpoint of not sending a 
hockey team for the champions 
tournament at Lahore is inexplic¬ 
able. He believes (hat if the Indian 
side fare:, badly it would hurt na¬ 
tional prestige, forgetting, at the 
same time, all about sporting spirit 
and the knowledge and experience 
the hockey plavcrs would gain 
from such a visit. 

I,et us say that it wa.s a friendly 
gesture from Pakistan to which 
India failed to respond fittingly. 

—Nacem Hakim (Bombay). 

Not formidable 

Y T is quite clear that New 7a';»- 

* land arc not a formidable Tctd 
.side. After being roundly beaten 
in the ms(. two Tests one wou'd 



Somnatb Chakraborty, 14 
2, Suvabhab.tn Area, 

Flat No. 4, Ili.stupur. 
Janvihecipurl. 

Hobbies; Games, collecting .stamps, 
coins, music, making penpals. 

(Miss) Netru jaia, 16 
93, Keditt Apt.s,, 

Dongersey Road, 

Walkitdiwar, 

Bombtiy 6. 

Sporttt, collecting stamps, pen- 
friendship. 

Rajani Kanthan, '*7 
House No. 4*''1443, 

S. R M. Road, 

Cochin G82 018. 

Cricket, catroms, stamps, music. 

Savita Khatore, 17 
c/o .Sri S. R. Khatore, 

P. O. Barajamda. 

Dist: Singiibhnm (Bihar). 
Penfrirndship, stamp collection, 
. badminton. p)rtiire.s. 

Pradeep Kumar Bajaj, 18 
D -1. 7/112. 1. T O. Colony, 
Swaroop Nagar, 

Kanpur. 

C r i c K e t, tahlc-ieani.s. reading, 
chess, movie, photography, music. 

Ra.i Kumar Jaisaasaria, 18 
Chouthmttl rbanwarlal, 
.Sararshahr (Raj) 331 403. 
Collecting .stamps, coins, films, 
cricket. 

Ilarish (.wrung, 19 
Oil India Ltd, ‘A'-4, 

Moran 78"i 669 (As.sam). 
Football, table-tennis, travelling, 
penpals, reading. 

Pankaj C, Shah, 20 
13, Maikripa Society, 

Karelibaug, 

Baroda 390 001. 

Sports, reading, films, music. 


imagine that they would make a 
fight in the last to retrieve some 
vestige of honour. 

It is evident that the Kiwis were 
a spent force and failed to make 
good their first innings advantage. 
Plainly, Glenn Turner could have 
sircnglhcned (he tourLsts’ batting 
but it is doubtful if even he could 
have made a difference in the ulti¬ 
mate result. 

—Suhas Kulkarni (Nagpur). 


fy RICKET is indeed a game of 
^ glorious uncertainties. Who 
could have imagined (hat Englan^ 
with .so many new faces in iheir 
Test side, would overwhelm Paki.s- 
tan and New Zealand in the .space 
of a summer! 

—Ramesh Mukhand.-ini 
(New Delhi). 



Abdul .Shafjque, 20 
666, (Vfoiinala, 

Cbho'a Madar T.akcre, 

Jabalpur 482 002 (MP). 

Reading, spo; .s, sump;s, new.s- 
papers. IT a p. a / i n c exchange, 
iravellinc;. 

Sam’okb Sirgh, 21 
2.'j9. Br,ibam Nhagar, 

HaiiM Ro.ul, Karnjl 122 001. 
Movies, spf'rts, reading. 

Pradfop Kumar .Sil, 21 
47, I)ey Bagar T.anc, 

P. O. Scrampon;, 

Dist. Ilooglrly 712 201, 

West Bengal. 

Football, badmin’rin, stamps and 
view card.s cnilectien. reading. 

Aban'ndra Narh Yhakur, 23 
M l')/. Road No. 11. 
Rajendranagar, 

Patna 800 0)6. 

C.rir’K'*', scootcring, music, bird- 
ivatching. 

Saeed Anjum, 24 
.Sam-Sam Mapzil. 

Mohaila — Nnbi Gani, 

Dist. Conda. Pin: 271 001. 
Cricket, chess, photography and 
reading. 

Biphi B. Dani, 24 

Bhuleshwar Rd., 132C 
Bhagatwadi, 4'h Floor, 

Bombay 400 (X)2. 

Cricket, music. 

Basant Daga, 25 
22. Ne'aji Suhhas Road, 

Calcutta 700 001. 

Cricket records, football, films, 
reading, business contacts. 

Par vex B. Vandriwala, 27 
Palace Road, Rodiya Street, 
Baroda-390 001. 

Philately, reading, swimming, 
movies, travelling. 
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You don't have to choose between 



Now you can get today's “nooil" hair style and more... 

New Code 10 Tonic Hair Dressing 

E holds and nourishes hair, 
controls dandruff. 

i... _ Todav’s look 15 the natuo'il "no iJil'’ It tns *lie ijrrivor. h c:' 

know what this rioos vitapur! to riolp haii toots iihliso 



Todav’s look 15 the natuoal "no-oil'’ It tns farittieiK-l, *he ijrrivor. h c: 
look. But voii know what this does vitainir! i;. rielp haii toots ithltso 
t to your hciir the soalp dries, dandt'ifl the nutneots in the blood stteam 


'V.:> i -tiiSfi'tl'y- '.. 


follows This combttted witfi the laok 
of nonr shtneol can load to t.alt loss 
"No-Oil" Stylo 
Now tliete's Code 10 loott; Hair 


This gives vour hair natiiiai health 
and fo'l body 

Anti-Dandruff Action 

Panttieno! also has an ant'dandruff 


Dies’iittg With f’atnhenol atid LO 7. action wh'ch is strengthened bv 

r»a ltv«v ‘'it.. ,. 1 !" InrvL* I 7 '• .-•v.fi .-Ir.iff •• 




for the natnial ‘’no oil" look 
V^/iil'out the problems This is how 
Yoin hair stavs in ninoe witfi 
Co Jc 10 Natnia'ly' I ho way you 
want it W'thDOI lec-'in') stir.kv, oily 
And vo'ji scalp anri han get all 
ihe laie Itie/ r.ecd with Cod'? 10. 


1.0 7 a proven anti dandriilf agerit. 
It hoips clear daodrolf. and sta /s 
OR the scalp fo Keep it av^/ay 
Code lOloni'' Hs'i Dressmo 
does ail ttiiS for /oii* haa. wtlioot 
i.fictmg the eaitl.! 


The natural choice for the natural style 










CITING • EXCLUSI 











Yon can tdl class «» 

aaviriim in tlic imid 


Erasmic 

LUXURY SHAVING CREAM 

He has the world to choose from... 
he chooses Erasmic Luxury Shaving Qwn. 
The starxlard is international. 

The style is unmistakable. 

Erasmic has unique Ingredients that 
actually Improve the performance of 
your blade... a rich emollient lather ... 
an invigorating perfume. ^ 

A range of variants:. 

Lavender Spice, : 

Antiseptic, Lime-Cod. h ^ 












Erasmic for better shaving 


I.INTAS-ESS. CR. 30 1117 


A QuriHf ProHua bf MNtmTAN UVttt 






EVERYONE IS TALKING ABOUT THE SYNOMETRIC CONCEPT 


The exerciser of today! An Olympic Champion's Discovery! 


THE EAST WAY TO 
A ROCK WD 
LEAN 

STOMACH! 


EnelMiva 
TENSION mNQI 
LMi you ASjuft 
Tanwon Conlrol 
To Spaad RaauHal 


Iks Berger Today. 



liilraAicwi INC tf Rfif N OIimi^c 

0<vnt|Hr lit>M nimiiil Wknmir (U S 
'/v 6 f 9 linfition • World Champton 
nmvB) • Pan ArnoMcan Gamvii 
Chiinipion Owico) •Nafional Champion 
02 tinin») ttarlad m Hdit of f'anu*. 



IS NEEDED 




IN JUST 7 SHORT MINUTES A DAY SYNOMETRICS (scientific concept 
of ISOMETRICS + ISOTONIC) .the new discovery tor speed shaping to 
reveal a brand now rock-haid strong borlyt 


IKE BERGER explains SYNO¬ 
METRICS TM...ths new EASY speed 
method for a loan stomach. 

What is SYNOMETRICS? Youvo 
probably heard about the Isotonic and 
Isometric principle of body dynamics 
for years. Each method has its own 
believers and supporters. I used BOTH 
methods in my claily training. Finally 
I developed a special exercise unit (hat 
amployed BOTH methods AT THE 
SAME TIME in one programme. The 
effect was simply amazing. I was able 
to keep in trim, slim shape in only a 
fraction of the time I previously needed' 

Tho Science of SYNOMETRICS 
I later learned the scientific reH.<>on foi 
this amazing result. It's called SYNE¬ 
RGISM— meaning that when you 
combine two methods the result is 
greater than the both of them sapa- 


ramiy. I DOW called my new discovery 
SV NOMETRICS end developed a 
spniial exernse unit I caff the SPCFO 
SHAPER. And ihat s |ust what it is . a 
speed mel.hod to give you lesuli:. in 
mirniles NOT houis' Now...bi)ii(l 
you'seit a "strong body" with the 
incredible SYNOMETRICS--the in 
vorilion that woike on the exciting new 
Bcienlihr. (.oncect of ISOTONiC -i 
IS0ME1PICS. 

What is the SPEED SHAPER? 

Inganiously designed, in an amazingly 
compact slimming & shaping disf.ovnrv 

• No dpnrknobs needed 

• Adjust tension to your own l■•l^'ls 
foi any aye 

• Slip into pockat ui purse (1*/. fim ) 
fits anyw.here' 


IRON Cl AD 14 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

In jurt a tew days you must actually begin to see measur¬ 
able. real results...or your money back promptly and 
withitut any question. 


...- 

P'f./'x#* vtfiil n v ihtt ^ynoitifftrK I piomiKti (o pxy 

lif,»..'fiij»i. M;. 7B/- pUtti Hs HJ- ptrAMpB uMt hatidiing II I am no\ 
absniululy liiiiightBis with ihi» PrcxirerimB, I ntay rvlurn it within 
14 'vf a full refund ^extopt H&. B/- on arctruni of poitSB* 
and hiindMnd/ 

Tirk oriB Of all O PociNl Ordaf C] Monay Ord«f (J V P.P. C) 

Nhihb - - . - . , __ _______ 

Aodrn&s _________ 


Sfynatma _ _ __Pa»ttrttB_ 

<■1 under 1 B| 



_ _ ■ Apa ■__iiHK ■ ^ ^ 

Sand yMtf Qrdats (.nqiiiriA^YPninitlanca to 
TachniQiobe int'L ^buuakar Mansion. 

7. Cn|aba Caunaway, Bonibay 400038 
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Ranjit Bhat is poised for an un¬ 
precedented hat-trick of hat-tricks, 
and he can achieve it if Manitou 
— who is favourite — wins the In¬ 
dian Turf Invitation Cup at Hyde¬ 
rabad. Earlier, two of his horses 
had achieved this treble. 

. . . p 6. 

Soviet Russia's disregard for 
human ri^ts has triggered oif a 
campaign in Britain to boycott the 
Moscow Olympics. The issue was 
apparently debated at the cabinet- 
level and Foreign Secretary David 
Owen called for Britain’s non-par- 
ticipaiinn in the Games. Meanwhile, 
journalist Alan Thompson has ask¬ 
ed for government’s non-interven¬ 
tion in matters of sports . , . p 7. 

Punjab, who were finalists in the 
previous national football cham¬ 
pionship, are a comparatively 
weaker side this year with the 
transfer of three of their top play¬ 
ers '.o Calcutta clubs . . . p 11. 

While no showdown has actually 
taken place between World Series 
Cricket and the Cricketers As.so- 
ciation, English county cricketers 
are clearly against playing matches 
with or against Packer players. 
Three proposals put forth at an 
Association meeting last April will 
be debated this month, and if pass¬ 
ed, they could ruin the World Cup 
tournament scheduled for next 
.lune ... p 13. 

Five victories in six Test matches 
have not lead Mike Brearlcy to any 
naive conclusions. In an interview. 


Brearley, who is England’s captain 
for the coming Aus'raiian tour, 
said that his team still has a lot to 
prove and, perhaps, this winter’s 
Ashes .series may provide the occa- 
-sion . . . p 18. 

Jimmy Connors continued h i s 
.streak of ‘even-year’ victories at 
the US Clay Court Championships 
in Indianapolis. Connors had mm 
the title in 1974 and '76, also. 
Meanwhile, Arthur Ashe, endeav¬ 
ouring to come back into the top 
bracket of world tenni.s, won his 
second Colgate Grand Prix tourna¬ 
ment of the year ... p 24. 

Quite expectedly, Indian Airlines 
won the national hockey champion¬ 
ship defeating Railways in their 
two-leg final. The Airlines, how¬ 
ever. experienced some anxious 
moments in the semi-final before 
they ultimately pipped hosts Tamil 
Nadu in a controversial tie. Rail¬ 
ways, on the other hand, easily 
overcame t h e Services in their 
semi-final clash ... p 31. 

Tire Bombay table tennis cham¬ 
pionships were disastrous as many 
leading players stayed away from 
the tournament. Though not a com¬ 
plete fiasco, the competition had a 
few fascinating matches during 
wltich Pune’s Ghorpade beat three 
seeded players, including top-seed 
Kamlesh Mehta, to reach the final 
... p 42. 

FEATURES: Chappelli — p 22; 
Profile — p 28; Buzzing around — 
p 39; Chess — p 44; Bridge — 
p 44. 
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Without Comment 



Bishan Bed! 

B ISHAN BEDl is to lead 
India on its tour of Pakis¬ 
tan beginning later this month. 
The selectors choice was an 
unanimous one and is hardly 
disputable. For over the years 
Bedi has proved to be a tou^ 
leader and has built the basis 
of a positive approach on the 
solid foundation of team spirit 
which was sadly lacking in the 
years gone by. 

Subhash Gupte, India’s mas¬ 
ter leg-spinner who was in this 
country recently on holiday 
from the West Indies, pul it 
succinctly. He said the differ¬ 
ence between the Indian teams 
of the ’40s and 'SOs and those 
of today was not one of talent 
but of team spirit. And it Ls 
Bishan Bed! who has done 
much to weld his men into a 
team. 

Bedi is a lough leader; blunt 
in speech and scarcely tolerant 
of fools. He is essentially a 
players’ man and has stood up 
for them at all times. 

He was first appointed cap¬ 
tain of the In^an team on the 
twin tours of New Zealand and 
the West Indies. It was on that 
tour that we scored that histo¬ 
ric win at Pott of Spain, 'Trini¬ 
dad. It was also on that tour 
that he came under fire for his 
premature closure of the inn¬ 
ings at Kingston. Jamaica. But 
B^i was firm and will defend 
his action to this day. He didn’t 
like whai was going on and so 
he acted accordingly. He has 
not always said the right thing 
at the right time but his frank¬ 
ness sees him through. He is 
%^at he is — no pretences and 
players and administrators 
alike have come to accept him 
that way. 

Transparency: Copal Bhat. 


Minus points in tennis 

n OBIN 1>RYSI>AL£ of Eton and Oxford and the world circuit had 

never quite experienced a crisis like it. Here he was, in the first 
round of the United States tcnni.« championship, saying to himself that 
he was about to quit his match and retire in fuming indignation to the 
relative sanctity of the dressing room 

It was the sort of thing which was happening in the steam heat at 
Flushing Meadow, the t'5 million home of the championships, and much 
of it went unnoticed and unrecorded. But not so for the 6ft. .liii. Orys- 
dale — he went into the book us the first player in the 1<)78 event to 
receive a penalty point. Two of them. 

Drysdale, seething at what he felt wa.s an injuittice in his match 
with the Indian Davis Cup player Anand Amrilraj, queried a line 
decision for so long that the Umpire, Jerry Leweine, twic.e gave him 
.10-second warnings about playing on and deducted a point earh time 
Drysdale failed to do so. 

The first point cost Drysdale his serve and with it the sixth game 
of itie first set. 'The second point made life easy for Amriliaj and 
Drysdale realised it. “Well played, Anand, very good,” he observed 
from one baseline to the other. 

The incident had raged over several moments and when I>rysdale 
finally calmed down gained the extra linesman which he bad requested, 
he liegan to play the sort of tennis which made nonsense of all the 
previous fuss. He beat Amrilraj 7-6, 6-1, to mark his first appearance 
in these championships. 

Drysdale had gone on court with a headache (“I must have .slept 
in a draught or something”) and his condition was not assisted by the 
humidity and by the fact that in his 69 minutes of play, the sky almve 
was occupied by 39 planes taking off, in succession, from l-a Ciiardia 
airport. 

Drysdale was not the only one affected. I'housands of others in the 
grounds had to endure the ear-splitting sound of jets going over the 
proud new home of the US Open at low altitude. If this keeps up, 
players will doubtless be appearing in ear muffs, so offering more scope 
for oii-ihe-body advertising. 

Drysdale, 25, who lives in Fulham, only wanted to advertise his 
apologie.s at the end of his match. ”1 was about to chuck it, 1 felt like 
defaulting,” he said, ‘but 1 suppose you’ve got to learn to live with (his 
sort of thing.” 


Off the ticker 

Sussex won the Gillette Cup with 
an upset five - w i c k g t win over 
^merset in the final at Lord’s. 
Kent were declared winners of the 
County Championship when Essex 
failed by one wicket to beat Derby¬ 
shire. 

An American AU-stars cricket 
team beat the Rest of the World 
side by seven wickets in a limited 
overs match at New York. 


The eighteenth game of the 
W.-^rld Chess championship between 
Karpov and Kochnoi ended in a 
draw. Karpov still leads 4-1. 

All but two of the seeded players 
advanced into the fourth round of 
the men’s US Open Tennis cham¬ 
pionship. Jose-Luis Clcrc and Woj- 
tek Fibak lost their matches. 

Leon Spinks will receive $3.S 


million — 'ii>Ut),(K)0 more than Mu 
hammad All — for the defenc-> nt 
his title against the former rhiun 
pion on September 15. 

A world tennis championship for 
journalists began in Venice this 
week. Approximately 140 newsmen 
from various countries are parti 
cipating in the tournament. 

A1 Unser scored a victory in the 
$300,000 California .500, completing 
an unprecedented sweep of the 
triple crown Indianapolis car rac¬ 
ing. 

Italy’s Pietro Mennea scored a 
double winning the 100 m. and 
200 m. sprints .at the European 
track and field championships to 
become the fastest man in the C'''t- 
tinent. 
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Tuff 


Bhat on an unusual feat 



K;i(ijit Khat . . . ainiini; I'wr a hat-trick of hai-trkks 
with Maiutou an<S jockey (Siinde 


'V'HK Indian Turt Invitation Cup, 
4 by iis name alone, conjures 
up visions of a meeting of cham> 
pious, of the titans amongst the 
four-year-oMs fighting tooth and 
nail for the unce-in-a-lifetime 
chance of rccoguiiion as the cham¬ 
pion of champions, for that t.s 
exactly what the winner can claim 
;o be as the race is competed for 
by the chainpioiiN nominated by the 
nve Turf Authocilies of India. 

It i.s it 2.41)0 metres race in which 
colts and geldings carry 57 kilos 
and the lillics will shoulder 5S..5 
kilos and as the I6th running of 
I he race tvill he in Hyderabad fur 
the first lime, the incentive to win 
IS the greater, the merit of success 
the higiicr. 

The race was fust run in Bum- 
Say in 1%3 and until the Bangalore 
Turf Club became a" Turf Authority 
it was rotated annually amongst 
ilontbay, Calcutta and Madras. Ban¬ 
galore first staged the tace ii« 
!%9 and as the Hyderabad Raco 
t?iuh gained unanimous acceptance 
its the fifth Turf Authority last 
year. Malakpei ha.s now been inclu- 
tied in the circuit and -'he race will 
now be run <11 any o»ie centre onlv 
once in five year.s. 

Until 1975 the colour, 'he gla¬ 
mour and the drama of this presti 
gious even', was experienced at first 
hand only by the locals a; the ceti- 
TO where it w.c-. !>t:ing siagci! and 
“hose r-iccgoer-. who could aff'rd 
make the trip 'o it from their 
-•itv of residence. lit ;hat sear, 
when Miditight Cowboy won in Cil 
'.'iitia, the entire Indian racing pub- 
or could follow the. running of th-- 
race through the voice o( the cent- 
mentator and could wager legally 
on its result with bookmakers and 
m the. tote. That happy situation 
»’a.s brought about by the decision 
-lot to stage races -at any other 
enire on that day and to .accept 
affcourse betting on it at es'ery 
’ acecoiirse in the cmiiifry 


toJuldcaoly, -.he best horse to win 
',‘ii--Iuvi'alii>n is Squ'anderer, who 
litumphed in Bangalore last .vear 
itid equally certain it is that 
■Mother's B-iy. who surprised at 
.-lids t>f over HO to 1 in .\f,idras in 
r-tG't, ssa.s the !a>i distinguishe-.i 

)-ji}-based-hor.ses have been 
s; succevsful. winning eight 
the Bombay ch'anipion trai- 
t-:='r R. K. Byramji ius the pheno- 
:-.-snji srd <f '..nr wins with 
;’i trice Khartoum. Topmost, ttoni- 
m-aiiche and Squanderer and the 
snlv jockeys ',;-j win twice ,irv. Fag- 
•ioter (Hovercr ifr }nii Prince Re- 
'iiid Stvinburn . K>q'tire and 
Prince Khartonml. 

Only ,>tu' owner'-- cviiours have 
tieen carried ti. sici-ury more than 
OK-* itid that is -li'ise ')♦' the fabu¬ 


lous Ranjit V. Bhat. He won with 
Ciimiiiaiiche (jointly owned by Yo- 
gesh M. Shah) in Madras in 197fi 
and svttb Squanderer (jointly ovm- 
ed b> I. S. Mirchandani) in Ban¬ 
galore last vear. 

This fact is of particular .signi¬ 
ficance for the outstanding runner 
in the Hyderabad rate i.s Manitou. 
who IS tiwned by Bhat and Shah. 
Thus, It .Maniloii wins, and the 
whole of India and his hr-other are 
.ure -hat he will, Bhat wilf have' 
created the most unusual of feats 
which it is very difficult to foresee 
being improved upon. He will have 
won the Bangalore Derby, the In¬ 
dian Derby and the Invitation Cup 
for three years in a row. This is- a 
lanta.stic achievement by a rela¬ 
tively sin.'ill owner. 

—RAIl.Blk» 



The challengers . . - I'hiaori ileftt, deb'ved Prince and Ipi Tombi 
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- the - Gaines rumble 


Stop 

I 'Hfrl cami>.tif>ii t<> K^t Itritain Muf 
■ rtf fhi.* mmi MoscrtK Olympics 
is oo. 

iirilish I'oreijiH Suticiary l>a»’!cJ 
<> w e n snuiideti a wiirniriR iit .1 
news hroadcdsi. 

at 'hi.' auiiii* (inwt, 

I.ucas, iruatcuf jjidt inter 

naiioiial iiul former Walker i’up 
.'Mpiaiii was simiMittiiiR a resniu- 
'.ion to he lieard at ;ltis months 
meetini; of the Sp€>ris (‘oiincil at 
<?olwyn Hay. North V>'aii-j. 

Independr'iit view.s ■.houi'h they 
tee, Ijoili **ndor.s«» itn- :inti'Rus<.ia 
’Uiftl-linns that have be*T' Kaihrr 
me i.n >)i<‘ I'liiiotl Staiev 9v».*r 

'it'- p.'i'i 'tw.iii'n 

t.ocas. a tornw.M M,(' . ha' been 



Itavid Ow«n a warning 


a memhor of the Sports Council 
since 1971 and chairman of their 
finance committee. 

He is asking the GovernineiM to.. 
consult with member governn)ent.s 
of the North Atlantic Treaty and 
the European Economic Commu¬ 
nity to consider withholding entry 
from the Olympics. 

He told me: “Jaw. iaw is better 
than war. war. All I am seeking 
now is discussioo. 

'T just don't like bullies and the 
distressing treatment of dis.sidcnt$ 
by the Russians and the manner 
in which they art conducting the 
Moscow trials iti this the 10th anni¬ 
versary of the rape of Prague, 
would not be tolerated over here. 

“I believe this to be an i.ssue 
which the Sports Council should. 
properly consider. 

*T know, having played for my 
country, that pulling out of the 
Olympics would be a great disap¬ 
pointment f tr our participants. Hut 


vrtu Can’t keep politics oui of in¬ 
ternational sport and it is no good 
(hi.’ikitig (hut you can. 

’'Through spoit there is a means 
..f polarising in a dramatic way 
'he fecling.s «>f tho.'-e of u.s who 
are human rights." 

Meanwhile, in a television inter¬ 
view about his book “Human 
Ki^is." the Pureign Secretary was 
saying: 

“If the Hriti.sh people and the 
iWMiple around the wjirlrl grew to 


!1H t ii r « r e surrfiundttig the 
Mosci'iw Olympics is beginning 
lit frigh'en me. A great deal of 
;'’>litic:i] “niuscle” is being brougilt 
to bear uri what must surcl.v be a 
.•uaitrr for personal con.sciencn. 

The diiti-Games lobby is collect¬ 
ing some powertul names 10 their 
support and in all honesty 1 sub¬ 
scribe to many of the political 
mi>tive.s behind their objections. 

But 1 que.siioii '.heir wisdom and 
logic. The hoys and girls of this 
country must l>e allowed to decide 
for themselves . . and perhaps 

the time has come for them to 
make their individual contribution 
tii this debate. Let the athletes and 
sportsmen speak — and speak now. 

To ban by Government dccr.e 
.iriy yoiing.ster from fulfilling am¬ 
bition and potential in any corner 
rtf the earth is surely no less a 


feel that the Soviet Union was jus: 
riding totally roughshod over tin- 
ethics and principles which .still 
underlie the Olympics, then i Iw- 
lieve the Olympics would come »ii 
crcasingly under question and it 
would not matter what a govei o- 
ment said. 

“We would be ftirced by our 
electorate. Ihey (Russia) have to 
recognise we are sensitive to what 
people think in this country." 

—JOHN MORGAN. 


political inirusioa into individual 
freedom, civil liberiie.s and human 
rights as-any other form oi -politt- 
i.-.il Government. . 

What deeply disturbs me i.s (hat 
if support grows, then increa.singly. 
v<iu, riic and the bloke next door 
will be told what we can do and 
what we cannot do. 

Big Brother becomes a hop, step 
and jump nearer and someone who 
seeks only to enjoy life throu.^ 
spoit will first have to seek per 
mission from the tike..s of !‘eter 
Hain. 

A wedge was driven when South 
African cricketers were banned in 
1970. That wedge on personal free 
dom of choice would be driven 
further by an official boycott on 
ibe.se Games. 

And would it end there? 

— ALAN THffMPSON 


Bobby Dazxler 



--.t 
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Let the athletes speak 
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Edmonton—why the gloom? 


I F most of the Indian athletes at 
^ Edmonton performed well below 
their previous marks at the selec¬ 
tion trials, it was certainly not from 
want of proper training. In fact 
long before they left the Indian 
shores, it was a foregone conclu¬ 
sion of experts that because of 
lack of any real competitive expe¬ 
rience, they would be lucky to even 
repeat, let alone better, their 
I’atiala achievements. 

In this context it has been em¬ 
phasised time and again that the 
only way in which Indians can 
hope to catch up with prevailing 
international standards in track and 
field events is by getting to com¬ 
pete at a much higher level they 
have tiecome accustomed to in time 
trial meets. As things stand, the 
number of hrst-class meetings in 
which our national champions com¬ 
pete in a year, is less than that 
experienced by their counterparts 
elsewhere, in a fortnight! The Ken¬ 
yans, for instance, build themselves 
up through a rigorous competitive 
stream spread over a fairly long 
period, almost in the same way 
as the New Zealand distance run¬ 
ners have done, for some years 
now, with the result that the two 
rnuntries dominate tne European 
circuits today. Says Rod Dixon, 
one of the most outstanding and 
best known men in international 


athletics; “You have to be a suit¬ 
case athlete, travelling and conv- 
peting, as much as you can, if you 
want to get anywhere. We do not 
get enough competition at home 
in New ^aland, so we travel 
abroad in search of tough races 
wherever we can.” 

Indians were fortunate enough 
to have a better planned build¬ 
up which enabled them to attain 
peak performance at the Mon¬ 
treal Olympics in 1976. Be¬ 
sides, they had a feel of interna¬ 
tional competition through the 
Indo-Sri Lanka Meet held under 
Chandigarh’s hot and trying condi¬ 
tions at the height of the summer, 
just before leaving India. This was 
in addition to a number of other 
meets in which the probables par¬ 
ticipated. Thus Sriram Sini^, for 
in.stance, had clocked 1 min. 47 
secs, in 800 metres half a dozen 
times before he graduated to the 
sub 1:46 mark at Montreal. A care¬ 
fully planned schedule ensured 
that he, along with Shivnath Singli 
(marathon), Hari Chand (10,(X)0 
metres) and Yohannan (long 
jump) were able to perform credit¬ 
ably in their events. 

It was a diffo'ent story a year 
later, when a fit but unprepared 
4-man Indian squad made a fruit- 
leu effprt to make its presence felt 
in the World Cup at Duiscldorf. 


On this occasion Sriram, Uday 
Prabhu (400 m.). Praveen Kumar 
(discus throw) and Bahadur Sii^ 
(shot put) performed below Asian 
expectations. At Edmonton, moat nt 
our contingent fared even worae. 
The lone exceptions this time were 
Suresh Babu and new comer Kavi 
Kumar, both of whom qualified for 
the final of the long jump and 
finished 3rd and 11th respectively 
wjth career bests of 7.94 and 7.41 
nietres. Suresh Babu's brome 
medal winning jump is the second 
best ever by an Indian (Yoban- 
nan’s leap of 8.07 m. at the Tdie- 
ran Asiad iit 1974 being the lead¬ 
ing mark) and equalled Alan Ler- 
will’s winning jump at the previous 
Commonwealth Games at Christ¬ 
church. It is also better than sixth 
placed Yugoslav Nenod Stekic’s 
7.89 m. at Montreal Games and 
third placed Nigerian Charlton 
Ehizulen’s 7.89 m. at the 1977 
World Cup. 

With Suresh Babu’s b r o n e, 
India’s medal tally in athletics 
from six Commonwealth Games 
goes up to five, the other medalHsis 
being: Milkha Singh — 1st. 440 
yards, 46.6 secs. 1958; Praveen 
Kumar 2nd, hammer throw, 60.16 
m. (1966); Mobinder Sin|^ Gill 
3rd. triple jump, 15.90 m. (1970); 
2nd, triple jump, 16.44 m., ^974). 

-<«tANJlT BHATIA. 



EXCLUSIVE apot storita on tha mon and tha aport 
plua ineialva bahlnd>tha*acanM axpoaaa 
SELECTIONS for tha racaa on which you can lagally 
bat at your contra. 

BENO-AND-FINISH pieturaa of ovary raca run in 
Bombay, Bansatora, Madraa and Calcutta withaxpart 
monav-makino commants. 


if it's horsss you fancy, gst 

Baeotiaa. 


l'., 


It glvoo you froo, frank and faarlaaa vlawa . 

Makaa boM feraeaata aplelng it with ilnoaring I 
mamerlaa | 

And abeva aH, it’a .your fribnd. guida arid I 

monay*apinnar. | 


Make Yburfiacing Pay 
SDKnway 

^’•“TURFITE 
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Sam, wield that swagger stick 


•]p HE corpse of Indian hockey 
was buried under six nations 
— New Zealand, Australia, Paki¬ 
stan, Holland, West Germany and 
Spain — at Montr<'at, and under 
five at Buenos Aires where New 
Zealand, the Olympic champions, 
did not participate in the World 
Cup. 

An analysis of the paralysis wo 
suffered in both iniornationut com¬ 
petitions has been tempted by 
on-the-spot observers and self- 
opinionated armchair critics far re¬ 
nt o v e d from the scene of the 
slaughter. 

Not all the reasons advanced 
have been objective and several 
of the remedies suggested scftmed 
to have escaped from the test tube 
of a primitive alchemist tryiii}; to 
convert base metal into gold. 

The decline in the overall stan¬ 
dard of Indian hockey has not 
been a sudden deveiO|.*nient. Wrong 
policies, some of them parochial, 
pursued over the last de¬ 
cade and more drained much of 
the beauty out of our traditional 
pattern of play. Howevet, it is ni.v 
firm opinion that nothing i.s to bo 
gained by exhuming the body mere¬ 
ly to pronounce anathema on it. 

Unfortunately, that’s exactly 
what t h e All-India Council of 
Sports, seems to be hell-bent on 
doing. Participation in the Super 
World Cup at Lahore in Novem¬ 
ber should have been placed in it.s 
proper perspective. To dismiss the 
invitation as “humiliating" i.s chur¬ 
lish. Pakistan will not invite any 
team on an all-cxpenses-paid trip 
to the inaugural competition a.s 
tourists. 


India sold hockey to the rest of 



Sam Man«kahaw . . . policy 
in the offing? 


Ihe world; Pakistan enlarged the 
scope and purpose of the game's 
international calendar by getting 
the FIH to accept the idea of a 
World Cup and now a Super World 
Cup. The latest addition to the in¬ 
ternational calendar places the 
empha.sis on both medals a n <1 
minor placings. 

It would be a good build-up for 
India's ciialU-nge in the A.sian 
Games at Bangkok and the issue 
.should he reconsidered if India, 
now rated as a standby, get a firm 
invitation to compote. Lot hockey 
luin the page and try and fill the 
blank lines with odes of glorious 
arhiovomonts. 

A national policy for jihysicat 
education and .sport will be drafted 
by the Sports Council before the 
end of the year according to Field 
Marshal Sam Manek.sbaw. More 
than one docuiiieni which purpor¬ 
ted to do the same- thing i.s gather¬ 
ing dust on the shelves of Shastri 
Bhavan. 

But that is no; the point, is the 
.\ir.S prepared to recommend that 
the NCC be .scrapped and the 
crores of rupee.s spent on it be 
re channelled into the promotion 
of sport? Will the C^vertiment- ac- 
rept such a recomineiidation if it 
were made? 

Wrong priorities 

No new Sports Council has ap¬ 
plied it.s collective mind to Govern¬ 
ment guidelines and directive-s. It 
has just accepted them at face 
value. 1 am bitterly opposed to the 
one-State, one-Association formula 
for obvious reasons. What material 
gains have been .shown by those 
federations which accepted the fial 
more than a decade ago? Why 
should cricket or hockey be com- 
.pelled to restructure its administra¬ 
tion to suit a peculiar whim tor 
uniformity? 

If the bureaucrat.s are allowed 
to control our sport, the governing 
bodies will become as effective and 
dynamic as any government de¬ 
partment. The priorities should be 
placed elsewhere. Come on, Sam, 
wield that swagger stick. 

One wonders if AICS observers 
will attend all trials for the choice 
of national repreaentatlve sides to 
exercise a “salutary effect on the 
selectors,** or will this strange 
development be restricted to 
hockey? 

The Sports Council is advisory 



l*olly Vmrigiir . . . Ifi’.s 
have tea 

and not e.xeiiilivc. Tin- .Mini.siiy 
has ihi right to veto ii.s decisions 
And all this talk of buviiig to ap¬ 
prove 'he choice of the selectors 
can lead to all tiiaiinei of avoid 
able coniroveisies, t>ariicu!arly if 
minimum qualifying marks pass 
scrutiny. 

Polly Umrigar’s stars are in Ihe 
ascendant. He has found an in¬ 
fluential Godfather and his merits 
a.s both manager and selector have 
at last been accepted. 

Poliy enjoys one great advantage 
over any other chairman of the 
Board's selection committee. He 
has on-the-spot knowledge of the 
needs of Indian cricket. He was 
the manager of Ihe teams (o New 
Zealand, the West Indies and 
Australia. 

Besides Polly, a mule seemed 
to be a creature of great tract- 
ability in the long forgotten fraca.s 
with a selector at Madras which 
cost him the privilege of leading 
India in England. But Polly was 
conservative as a captain and could 
be influenced by me remarks of 
some of his senior players. Let*s 
hope that he brings a profit of ad¬ 
venture and aound commonsense 
to the deliberations of the Board’s 
Selection Committee in his capa¬ 
city as the chairman. 

1 His immediate task is a tough 
oneJ Pakistan, reinforced by their 
Packer pirates, will not be easy 
to beat on their own wickets. But 
doif’t let that bother you, Polly. 
Just put the kettle pn and we will 
all 'have teat Morarjibhai will not 
jperihit a champagne celebration. 
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The bell tolls for Punjab 


4 CONTEMPORARY )»as said 
that Punjab will V Avtdin^ 
a depleted side in the National 
Football Chainpioiisliip at Srinagar. 
Two of the out.standing performers 
of the team that reached the final 
of the last National at Calcntia in 
January-Fehruary this yttar, Harjiii- 
der Singh of the now dish.inded 
header Club and ftidia skipper 
Gurdev Singh of Punjab Police, 
have, socurs'd in'iM s'ji'r ;.'.iiisfei * 



Formev Punjab jda^era tvnr 
iraasferved .... fclockwise 
from top) Manjil, Harjinder 
and Gurdev 


to play in Calcutta next seteson. S'lr 
ton. has Manjit Singh, a former 
India .skipper from Border Securiiv 
Force who wa.s not a member of 
the Punjab te.ini at Calcutta. 

Yet aiio'hcr international, Jagir 
Singh, is .still nursing a knee in- 
ju^ and can (*e ruled out of the 
Srinagar National. Titus, it is a*.- 
.sumed, that Punjab will find it har<! 
to match their showing ai Calculi a 


The basis of this assumpiiun is 
that Harjindcr, Manjit .ind Gurdev, 
all three of tvhort are thick pub, 
must have signed the iritef-staie 
transfer appiicaiion furir..s, and a.i 
such will be ineligible to play tor 
either their present cluhs or foi 
Punjab beyond Sttpteiitbcr .?0 as 
per Rule 33 of the All-India Foot¬ 
ball Federation. 

This is a po.sition which could 
adversely affect the AIFF's plans 
to field a strung leant for '.lu' Asian 
Games at Bangkok, which has al¬ 
ways been a good venue for our 
soccer team. In the 1970 Asian 
Games, India defeated Japan, who 
had won the third place in the 
Mexico City Olympic Games two 
years earlier, for the bronzt: medal. 


Last year in the King'.s Csip India 
ne-irly reached ih«‘ final. 

^ T. O, .\hdullah, of ihe Kerala 
Football .Association .iiid chairman 
of the .AIFF seieclion fommiiipe, 
'..s fully aware of this problem and 
has suggested :n the AIFF >hat the 
la-:? date for inler-sia't- 'cansfers 
for ;he coming season in- shifted 
from Septcinbei .30. t*)7h. to Jan 
•aarv .11, 1370. He has asked -.he 
\<Arri-Urv, .\ !' V-'i.ti iij-.io 



It --,tV. a .•.t.s’-.-: i..ilh»T ijO h. 
• -is.il aabinil'.fd las’, iilonth. 


T:!c *V-js'.ern India ^•^•olball A?;- 
s-j.-.a-i'U!, it is understood, will have 
no -'htection to the pioposal being 
rinpieinemed And 'Uher iticrnbers 
of ‘.iic .-klF? also .tre no? iikely io 
j-aise .itiv ohsiatle. 


ao.se if -he proposai Is not 
cairied tin .’utd’. outstanding con¬ 
tenders .tor a place in the team for 
the -A.iiati Ganies, lik*’ ILrjtrider 
and Cordev, would have to be left 


out of the camp for the probables 
for want of data on curr.'tnt form. 
And the new president ot the All- 
India Council of Sports, F,«)d Mar¬ 
shal Sam Manckshaw has spelt out 
in unmi.stakable terms that con- 
re.ssiuns to the unproven will not 
be tolerated. The AIFF would be 
'unwi.se to do anything to rub the 
AICS on the wrong side. 

Besides, Abdullah’s sugge.stion 
should appeal to the- common 
.sen.se of all, and not merely to the 
I'linjab Football A.ssocialion and 
the organi.sers ai Srinagar, who will 
i'.e only loo glad to have thsnr .sta¬ 
dium packed with a .strong Punjab 
side on the hill of fare. 

— SW Correspondent 

Hapless Ardiles 

•J'OTTKNH.'i M Hotspurs' pri'/.eil 
possession Osvaldo ArdiUt.s, who 
hasn’t heel) shaitiiig t<Mi well so 
far. limped oil the field after an 
unfortunate clash with Tommy 
.Smith at Swansea re.sulted in a 
painful thigh inpiry 

l.iinited coiiunaiid of l-'ngli.sh pre- 
vi'iiiect Ardiles from expressing his 
one feelings aboci> the tackle 


'•} iifit happv. It hurt verv miich,“ 

-.0,1 ii, 



" OhvIJo, I feW rr Ktigirrfh »rt Hrtd ol • 

poprr lonlelU and ami VS in a mall piKta ! 

4 

Ifiir’ ii dill, in tiiai ure,i of Ins 
left leg which had .swollen to ihe 
.size of an orange. Bui (he diminu¬ 
tive Argentinian made it clear that 
he <lid not expert special ireatmeni 
iti.st because be was Iran.sferred a.s 
a uiiKjut- and expensive World Cop 
lic-ro. 

.Still Ardiles, who has faced some 
aggres.si<>n and rough tackle.s al¬ 
ready, i.s delc-rmined to return for 
rnatche.s .soon. , 

“I come, buck QiiickI.v. I play ihy 
way, and I cjon'i give in,” he 
vowed. 
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County men for showdown 


rvAVlD BROWN I h e 36-year-old 
Warwickshire fast bowler and 
chairman of the Cricketers Asso 
ciation is so concerned about shift¬ 
ing attitudes towards World Series 
Cricket that he wants to call a 
special meeting of county cric¬ 
keters early in September. 

At present no meeting is sche¬ 
duled until next April—and this 
despite the fact that in the month 
since WSCVs managing director 
•Andrew Cam flew nut ot London 
no conhrinaiion of his revised 
plans tor co-existence has been re¬ 
ceived at Ltird’s, 

brown is obviously right to 
want to make things happen. If the 



it’n ftumnm at M. Blant 
the imit Uiok o0 my shirt. 


meeting were delayed until the 
.^tiring, there i.s an outside chance 
he Association fall but a handiul 
of county cricketers are members) 
would vote to exclude Packer play- 


•he International Cricket Confer¬ 
ence — WSC players are eligible. 

And Taylor the current England 
wicketkeeper is as firmly in sup¬ 
port of II as on the day be pro¬ 
posed it. 

“I am a traditionalist and I don’t 
want to see outsiders coming in 
and trying to run our cricket.” he 
said. “1 feel strongly enough about 
it to want to get my proposal ac¬ 
cepted — by as much as 80-20 if I 
can persuade people to vote for it 
— and prevent World Cup team 
including Packer players.” 

John Lever, who represents 
Essex on the Association's execu¬ 
tive committee, is concerned aboin 
I h e position of his Dominican 
teammate Norbert Philip if the 
West Indies pick their Packer 
players. 

“Philip has been selected for the 
West Indies tour of India for 
which the WSC players aren't 
.ivailabie because they arc in Aus¬ 
tralia, but fine all-rounder as he i.s 
he may not make the World Cup 
st|uad if they come back.” 

With the three proposals in 
mind. Brown—who pia.ved 28 times 
for England between 1964 and 
1970 — recognises the danger of 
an April meeting. But as much as 
that he is keen to get all players 
together in September before they 
.shoot off to all corners of the 
world to test opinion on the Pac¬ 
ker issues. 

"It would be a great advantage 
to everyone — counties players 
and employers — to know how 


strongly pli»ers feel fallowing the 
decisions of Kent, Somerset end 
Lancashire to re-engage their Pec¬ 
ker players in spile of what they 
promts^. 

Brown's own county recently 
took action following a petition 
from their players and refused to 
re-engage tneir Packer man Den¬ 
nis Amiss. 

"It is obvious from our stand 
over Dennis Amiss that Warwick¬ 
shire are as Arm as ever,” said 
Brown. "But without an early meet¬ 
ing of the players the only way 
of discovering whether other coun¬ 
ties’ views have softened is 
through a referendum. 

"We've held one before on the 
question of freedom of movement 
between counties and get virtually 
KK) per cent response with a big 
majority against it incidentally. 

“Rut I am nut sure whether our 
constitutions would allow us to 
conduct a vote on the tabled pro¬ 
posals in that way.” \ 

John Arlott, the Association's 
President, is likely to prove 
Brown’s main stumbling block to a 
September meeting. The 64-year-old 
broadcaster and Journalist — one 
iif cricket’s gentlest doves—wants 
to wait unlit April. 

“O u r over-riding position,” he 
says, "is to leave negotiations in 
the hands of both authorities, ICC 
and WSC. giving them six months 
to settle things Mfore we meet.” 

Brown has about a week to talk 
him round. But spurred and anger¬ 
ed by Kent’s about-face he means 
to have a stab at It. 

— JOHN THICKNEB6E 


Fossils out of CAB 


i-r.s fioin English cricket and dis¬ 
rupt not only the county season 
Inn wreck the World Cup which 
takes place next June. 

The vote would be on the three 
proposals shelved when the Asso¬ 
ciation met at Edgbaston last April 
which ran be, summarised as 
follows: 

1. That members of the Associa¬ 
tion will not play Test cricket with 
i.-r against Packer players — pro¬ 
posed by Mike Hendrick seconded 
by Ian Botham. 

2 That no Arst-class or one-day 
cricket will he played against tour¬ 
ing aides containing Packer players 
—Bob Taylor and Mike Catting. 

I That no first-class or one-day 
rrickei will be played with nor 
against players whose contracts 
preclude their availability for alt 
their country's Tests or domestic 
competitions — John Lever and 
Ceoff Miller. 

Of these the second would, if 
passed, clearly ruin the World 
Cup for which — by a ruling of 


ITH the cobwebs of the past 
being brushed out by a band 
of clean administrators, the Cric¬ 
ket Association of Bengal should, 
in the near future, stake its claim 
as the most forward-looking cricket 
authority in the country. With Ad¬ 
vocate-General S. K. Acherya as 
President, and the dynamic Biswa- 
nalh Dutt as Hony. Secretary, the 
association has weeded out the fos¬ 
sils that had concentrated only on 
perpetuating their control of office. 

Big plans have been drawn up. 
some for immediete implementa¬ 
tion and others for gradual deve¬ 
lopment. Apart from convincing 
the State Government about the 
need for increasing the cepecity of 
the Eden Gardens stadium, the 
CAB has also got the State sports 
machinery to agree to construct an 
indoor practice arena. 

Speewtor accommodation at the 


Eden Gardens will be increased by 
12.000 by this year’s end, in time 
for the Test against West Indies. 
The present capacity Is 63,000. The 
increa.sed capacity is expected to 
ease the pressure on space. 

When completed, the oll-weather 
practice arena will be the Anest 
in the country. Hie prize acquisi¬ 
tions will be two pitches laid out 
with astroturf. One of these will be 
for the practice of pace bowling 
while the other will assist spin. 
This will be mede possible by the 
turning of the tufts towards the 
batsman’s wicket for pace and In 
the reverse direction for spin. In 
addition, there will be one grass 
and one concrete pitch. 

While all these will be concen¬ 
trated at the Eden Gardens, the 
CAB has plant to construct indoor 
pitches in a few perks in the city. 
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Cricket note* 

so that a lariicr number ot jii.-v... . 
-an get year-round practice. 

The association has al.stk taken a 
great step forts'ard in liie (natter 
kf players’ welfare. It wilt has'e 
«i ambulance .^t.•l!io/led at the Gar- 
ieii.s during the cricket sea.soii. it 
will answer call;-, from any of (he 
p'ound.s on which league niatche.s 
ire played- Thi! CAB wilt also sob- 
(iciiae the Inni.h f(>r -ill '.earns plaV' 
iiig in the two Jiiisiiiiis ot the 
teague .Ail inforiiM'ion bf.anJ a'ili 
.n* fliain'ainoi at the Kdeii, -aiini' 
ip the lesuh.. of all le.igu'* mjTches 
n the end <»f th<* day. ' 1 ‘h" CAB 
tias alreadv mened .1 library fur 
ill affiliate.s. Ai ih-i <r>(itn-'i\'.. •here 
jrr fttgl I'/Ls, i',hi''ti '.eit) !».• in 
;reased '« %.>.»n. 

The a-isnni itinn plan,- p* make tile 

Sen Trophy .jii all-Iniiia tourney, 
inviting leading icanH fro ni all 
liver the ciiiiitry, beside cliib-.sides 
from abroad. This .sboultl give a 
fillip 10 crii ktii iti the .State, where 
in.'t does not get to .see leading 
•rickeiers, bo;,h Indian and foreign, 
■’xctpi on Test occasion.s and .stray 
Hanji ma'clies. 

lint the most anibitimi.s .scheme 
•n be undertaken by the CAB Is 
'hat of coaching. Planned on a 


from p 

continuous basis, the CAB will send 
coaches to the district headquar¬ 
ters trt .simuliantmusly train coaches 
ind proini.sing youngsters. Eifort.s 
would be made lu spot talent early 
and groom the youngsters properly. 

25 for fitness 
camp 

.Selection C-ommittce of ihe 
Board of Control f'lr Cricket 
in India met in Bombay last week 
ind Selected 2S players for :i phy- 
•ktcal dtttess camp to be held at 
•T.ingaioiti from Sepieniber 3. to 
rirt'paratioii for the two-inonih ’our 
• >f Pakistan, starting on .Sc|'ieintter 

-’J.. 

The tinal team for '.he tour will 
iv selected at the end of the c'ami>. 

■All the 17 player.s, including 
.\nsliuntan Gackwad, who hud tour- 
'-•cl .Australia, have been included 
in 'he lisi. 

The player.s .ire; 

8. S. Bedi, S. M. Gavaskar, 
Cheian Chauhan, D. B. Vengsarkar. 


G, R. Viswanath, A. V. Mankad, 
B. P. Patel. S. Antarnatb, M. Amar- 
nath. S. .M. H. Kirinani, Bharat 
Reddy, S. Venkatraghavan, K. A. S. 
PrasiUiiiH, B. .*« Chandrasekhar, S. 
Madanlui. K.irsan Ghavri, A. D. 
Gaekwad, Ved Raj, Dhiraj Parsana, 
VCapil Oc-v, Parthasarathy Sharma, 
Ya.sh Pal, Baimidra Hans. Marsim- 
ria Kao and Banin Rurman. 

Commentators for 
the series 

'"IP HE .••omment.iiois for rise ‘.ortlv 
■“ r''>mir’.g \Ve>-! Indies-lndia series 
iiave been .uitioimred. For Test 
.'natchti:; An.in* Se.alvuil. Oicky Rut- 
nagur, Baloo AUganao and Atiup.im 
fiulati '.sill coinminiate in English, 
while jasdev Singh, Manish Beb 
and Siishil Dicsbi are chosen to 
'iroiidcasi in Hindi. 

i'lir o’.ht.r .'Tsatici'-'i. thei coitiinen- 
•atiir-. V, Raniamuithy. Anueda 
Ra'i, .Sutiliasii rd.ishruwalla, -Shivaji 
;)a,s Gupfa. ■) .*»aiiiolsar and K. 

UhohaMii !'.ngl!s'h); and .\1. M- 
-Manjui, S’l-iaodsi t'rup'.a. Sog.t JKao, 
R. .Malhotra -lO.i )>f. K •sttar.nu 
in Hindi. 
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POLLY UMRIGAR 

TEACHES YOU CRICKET. 

SUNIL GAVASKAR 

DEMONSTRATES' 


PULL SHOT 

When to play: When a ball is pitched short, normally krtee- or sromach>high. 

This stroke should not be attempted when the ball is overpitched or of a good length. 


How to play: 

Go back and 
across with the 
right foot so that 
the right toe is 
pointing almost 
straight down the 
wicket. 


Keep the legs 
fairly apart and 
pull the bail hard 
to mid-wickat 
while pivoting 
the body and 
rolling the wiist 
over, to keep the 
ball on the ground. 


The blade of the 
bat should point 
slightly downwards 
but must not be 
quite horizontal at 
the time of contact 
with the ball. 


This helps in 
keeping the ball 
on the ground 


1 his stroke is 
particularly 
effective against 
leg break and 
off break bowlers 
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LBY Md Oa- 
vUI Gawer lit up 
Lord’i. AiUi tlieir 
-partoanhip indie 
final Teat afiainsi 
New Zealand 
ayaobeiiaad the 
strancih of Eiifr 
Itali cricfcac. The 
^ pro and the 
rUag atar ihared 
an iiidirakcn third 
wicket iitattd of 
114 at a run a 
minute lo take 
die initladve awwy 
from New Zea- 
land in the final 
Condiill TcaL 
And there could 
pot bare been a 
greater coMraai 
than that between 
the 43'year'btd 
Middleoex alal- 
wait who bad to 
wait a decade for 
his Test chance 
and the Lekeater 
who h aa 
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adf at 21. En(t> 
land were undm 
real preaaure for 
die find time all 
minnner when dm 
squat Bcanqiering 
R^ey was joliv 
ed by the ateUrii 
Gower at fid for 2 
in reply lo New 
Zealmtd’a 339. 

New Zealand 
fact bowler Rich¬ 
ard Hadlee had 
rowed the seeda 
of doubt with a 
hliateiing first 
ever mat saw 
Graham Gooch al¬ 
most caudht at 
short leg first ball 
and eamy taken 
off the second. 
And after Geoff 
Boycott fell an 
hour and 45 ndnu- 
KS later the situa¬ 
tion preonded a 
stqprcaie teat ef 
the c r ed eu tiala of 
Radley and Go¬ 
wer for the com¬ 
ing Australian 
tour. And they 
jHHsed it supm*^ 

Radley survived 
one chance at 14 
trhen Rabcrt An¬ 
derson pvt him 
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England have lot to prove 


17 IVE Test vtciori«$ in a single 
^ summer have not led me to 
any naive conclusions. 

I know there is still a lot that 
ihis England side has tn prove. And 
I hope we can do it in Australia 
this winter. 

But even those who .say that we 
have met nothing to test us must 
agree that we could hardly have 
done more. 

It is true that we still know little 
about how our batsmen will fare 
when extreme pace again confronts 
them from both ends. The coming 
lour should provide the answer. 

But unlike last time that hap¬ 
pened in 197!> and 1976 we now 
have our own bowling riches with 
which to retaliate. 

Ian Botham and Bob Willis .sup¬ 
ported by Mike Hendrick or Chris 
Old and with John Lever still un- 
.(hie to get into the side: that re- 
l>rcsents as formidable and varied 
a seam attack as England have 
Iwasied for many years. 

When one adds to that the rapid 
development of Phil Edmonds and 
*ht‘ off-spin of John Emburey and 
tleoff Miller I can fairly say that 
we have few worries in the bowling 
department. 

What has pleased me just as 
much is the attitude of players in 
the s<iuad, their willingness to work 
together, giving and taking advice. 

I can think of no better example 
than Bob Taylor. 

Bob's wicketkeeping ability so 
often taken for granted was empha¬ 
sised when he dived in front of 
me for an edged chance during 
the Oval Test losing his cap in the 
process. He not only cau^t t h e 
ball — he caught his cap as well. 

But there is more to him than 
that. His contribution off the held 



is huge. He encourages constantly 
and is eternally optimistic. 

He is also the man to whom I 
alwa.vs turn for advice before go¬ 
ing on the field and like all 
best advisers he doesn’t mind whe¬ 
ther you adopt his ideas or not. 

As a captain 1 encourage every 
player to express his ideas. 

Years ago many would have win¬ 
ced at the idea of every member of 


I^IKE BRKARLEY will 
lead England in their 
defence hf the Ashes in Aus¬ 
tralia this winter. 

llie appointment that sur¬ 
prised nobody came at Lord's 
last week as he was master¬ 
minding his eighth victory in 
13 Test matches as captain. 

It is a record that brooks 
no argument from his critics 
who tannoi ignore the way 
the side responds to his lea¬ 
dership. 

— PAT CIBSON 


an England team airing his opin¬ 
ion. It wasn't dniie. But the deve¬ 
lopment is a good o ii e in my 
judgment. 

There is al.so far more joking 
these days at the expense of the 
older players and for that matter 
the captain. So long as .it is accom¬ 
panied by respect, I have no re¬ 
gret about that change. 

Our habit of celebrating the fall 
of wickets with a good deal of 
laughing and back-slapping is an¬ 
other (hat seems tn have offended 
some and I have received a num- 
Ikt of letters asking why we do it. 


Bob'* tho best 

A FEW eyebrows were raised 
when I named my Man of the 
Series at L- rd's. But I am certain 
i was right. Bob Taylor is ‘the man' 
after taking a long time to get into 
the England team. 

People tend to forget the wicket¬ 
keeper, but a good one — and Bob 
IS the bt-M — keeps bowlers on 
iheir t.H’S. 

1 have never .seen a better wic¬ 
ketkeeper over a single scries than 
tf<>h Taylor. H« missed nothing . . ■ 
caught es'oryihing . . . and helped 
some of ICngland'.s bowlers to very 
good figures indeed. 

—JIM LAKER 


Af^in 1 realise it is new. During 
a rainy Test match day last year 
we watched a re-run of Jim Laker’s 
10 wickets against Australia on 
television and Derek Underwood 
remarked that nobody looked as 
though they were pleased. 

Of course they were pleased. But 
1 see nothing wrong in showing it. 

1 can foresee no problems with 
spirit and enthusiasm in Australia. 
These players respond so well that 
they make my job that much sim¬ 
pler. It is a delight tn captain 
them and I am sure it will slay 
that way. 

Corn* on, Mike 
prove yoursolf 

A LEG BEDSER and his .selec- 
^ tors have underlined their 
faith in Mike Brearley as a cap¬ 
tain. Now Brearley must justify the 
public’s faith in him — as a bats¬ 
man. 

He must score runs in Australia 
in vast quantities. Or pack his hats 
and drop himself. 

Obviously, Mike Brearley is a 
captain of great qualities. He is a 
reasonable roan, articulate, popular, 
considerate, with deep insist of 
the game . . . and there can be no 
doubt he has the qualified support 
of the men he leads. 

In the white heat of a tempera¬ 
mental Test arena, those assets can 
be worth a considerable number of 
runs. But by taking his place on 
the forthcoming tour as a batsman 
on his performances this season 
he is denying the opportunity for 
at least one youngster to further 
his experience and blossom. 

Judged solely on his scores, 
Brearley is blocking natural pro¬ 
gression. That situation cannot be 
tolerated for too long. The odd 
half-century, punctuating hours of 
unproductiyity at the crease, is not 
good enough. Series vma over two 
mediocre Test sides prove nothing. 

Brearley must concentrate on his 
hatting . , . which makes even more 
surprising the rumour that Geoff 
Boycott, a more accomplished bats¬ 
man in every way. might be re¬ 
lieved of the vice<aptaincy so that 
he can devote all concentration on 
hatting. 

To me, that seems a cockeyed 
way of doing things. But then, 1 
have always felt the Australian 
way was best — pick the probable 
Test team on latest form, add a 
promising youngster or two for 
"blooding,” and only then nominate 
captain and vice-captain. 

—ALAN THOMPSON. 
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Edmonds*—craving for success 


Y T is a warm, soft day in Somer- 
-* set . . . 

A day to sip cider and enjoy 
he classically fermented talent of 
English cricket’s newest superstar. 

Phil — or Phillippe Henri, as 
.is Belgian mother insisted at the 
hristening ceremony in Lti.saka. 
^mbia, 27 years ago — is bowi¬ 
ng his left arm spin. 

It is an event now when Ed- 
iionds comes on. He has had a 
ummer of achievement. 

His arm describes a perfect arc. 


Iliere is a stirring in the deck¬ 
chairs. 

He seems assured of his ticket 
for Australia this winter. The 
pounding, splay-footed ghost of De¬ 
rek Underwood has been banished. 

Edmonds sprawls his 6 ft. 3 ins. 
across two rows beneath the Taun¬ 
ton pavilion and he first makes 
a plea. "Please,” he says with a 
grin beneath the floppy sun hat, 
“don’t make me sound arrogant. 

"You see, the truth is I always 
thought 1 would play for England. 
1 never thoui^t: ‘Oh, there's Un¬ 
derwood blowing my way, 1*11 
never make it.* 

“I know Derek is a tremendous 
bowler and I know circumstances 
have taken him out of the reckon¬ 
ing. But 1 saw it quite simply. I 
would work at my bowling and one 
day I would play for England.” 

That the loose-limbed Edmonds 
should have that belief is perhaps 
not one of the great surprises. 


In his .schooldays, in Central 
Africa, he was a prodigy. Early, 
he duelled with fine players from 
South .\frica and if some of the 
skirmishes were bloody they were 
not discouraging. 

He captained Cambridge tu cric¬ 
ket and would have won a Rugby 
blue at flank forward if the thought 
of training .seven d a y .s a week 
hadn’t so appalled him. 

He .sailed to an MA in land eco¬ 
nomy, and when he arrived at 
Lord’s in the late .summer of 1973 


ing. He took wicket.% for Middieses 
in a languid rujih. 

Edmonds recalls; “Perhaps things 
came a bit too easily. Maybe 1 
needed someone like Freddie Tit- 
mus to teach me a bit of hardness, 
a bit of meanness. 

“All spinners are mean, you 
know. Iliey don’t want to give any- 
thing away. Maybe I am still a bit 
too aggressive, but always I want 
to pitch on the leg stump and 


take the off-siump — and this is 
so on a good wicket with Viv 
Richards at the receiving end. 

“It can’t always happen like that, 
however good you believe you are. 
Freddie Titmus got that over to 
me. He cut down the number of 
days I indulged myself and bowled 
rubbi.sh.” 

Sometimes, after a long day in 
the field, he dues wonder how much 
money he might have earned in 
the world of land speculation. 

“I never thought I would be a 
professional cricketer,” he says. 
“It was something that Just hap¬ 
pened, but once it happened 1 
knew pretty quickly f was hooketl. 

“Now the bait is Australia. I 
think 1 can do something out there, 
if I’m picked of course. The wic¬ 
kets arc hard, sure. But then there 
is bounce to exploit. Turn isn’t 
everything, you kmtw. 

"I suppose I do have this crav¬ 
ing for .success. It is something 
that outweighs the other feelings. 
I also have a temperament which 
tells me I can get hack on top.” 

It is, of cour.se, the arrogance of 
the winner. Phil Edmonds might 
not be pleased with the idea. But 
it is a fact. 

He proclaims it every time he 
pitches on the leg stump and waits 
crouched and certain, for the off- 
stump to gently subside. 

—JAMES EAWTON. 

Snippets 

ENNIS AMISS became the fifth 
batsman in Warwickshire’s his¬ 
tory to pass the 20,000 runs mark. 
Ironically enough, his teamtnates 
have turned their bark on him and 
urged the club not to renew his 
one-year contract. The move is 
aimed against Packer mon, of 
whom Amiss is one. 

HRIS OLD, who missed the 
last two Tests against New Zea¬ 
land through injury, hit an un¬ 
beaten century for york.shire in 
the Roses match against Lanca¬ 
shire. When Lancashire batted, 
Old took four wickets with the 
new ball — and another later. 


SPORTING SAM.by Reg Wootion 



the wicket was dry and enrnurag- 



Edmonds bringm off a superb catch at Lord’s . . . New 
Zealander l^cc Ed0v is aui and Emburey gets a 
wkfcet in hkt firm over in a Test 



/I 
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Ashes home again 


T HK English seieciors fired the 
first attacking bullet when they 
named five fast bowlers f®r the 
tour of Australia, but surprisingly 
JkIit) Snow was not among them. 
On the Australian side Dennis 
l.illee was on the way to making a 
successful comeback, bowling stea¬ 
dily ill the early Shield matches, 
but taking enough wickets to make 
his Test selection beyond doubt. 
Jeff Thomson wasn't taking many 
wickets bm was creating much in¬ 
terest with hi.s pace. Apart from 
the quc.stifln marks hanging over 
Lillee and Thom.son Australia's 
biggest problem as we approached 
the first Te.st wa.s the opening bat¬ 
ting position. Keith Stackpoie had 
retired the previous season so the 
selectors went for Western Auslra- 
Itaii Wally Edwards to partner Ian 
Kedpath. 

England's fast bowlers set the 
tempo for the .series in the first 
innings at Brisbane with a spate 
of bouncers which had the Aus¬ 
tralian batsmen struggling. A num¬ 
ber \>i us including me, were 
caught hooking. I made M before 
falling to the hook shot, and Aiis- 
Tistia managed .W9. 

We walked out on ti. the field 
for England’s first innings not 
isnowing what to expect from our 
fast bowlers. There had been 
plenty of publicity about them; 
jiow we were about to see how 
much of it was warranted. Naiur- 
illy Lillee would open the howling 
with the wind and I had derided 
before we left the dressing-room 
'.fiat I would bowl Max Walker 
into the wind, knowing that fast 
ttuwle.i's of Thomson's pace like the 
H'tna at their back. Rut then on the 
spur of the moment after Dennis’ 
tii vt pver, I threw the ball to 'Thom- 
oiu and in the few overs that fol¬ 
lowed I watched in awe; Thomson 


was the fastest into-the-wind bowler 
I had seen. I don’t think the Eng¬ 
lishmen knew what had hit them 
and I’d be less than honest if I 
didnl .say there was great jo^ 
among the Australians to see the 
fearful pace generated by Lillee 
and Thomson. Perhaps the situa¬ 
tion was best summed up by Kod 
Marsh, after he had leapt to take 
a Thomson bouncer early in the 
England innings. Marsh returned 
to earth wringing his hand and 
exclaimed. ‘Hell that hurt, but 1 
love it.’ England were all out for 
26.S after Tony Greig made a gutsv 
centt'ry. 

We consolidated with sound bai¬ 
ting leaving England 333 to win. 
but Thomson ensured an Austra¬ 
lian victory, bowling accurately 
and extremely quickly for long 
periods to take 6 '46. In that inn¬ 
ings Thomson invented what has 
become known to his teammates 
as the ’.sandshoe crusher.' Because 
of Greig’s extremely high backlifi 
we suggested that Thommo aim a 
yorker at the sand$hoe.s early in 
his innings. Sure enough when 
Greig had made only 2, 'Thomson 
speared one into his sandshoes and 
it bounced onto the stumps. With 
the big obstacle gone, Australia 
went to win by runs. 

After that shattering defeat in 
Brisbane, the Englishmen made 
one of the most astounding moves 
I’ve seen in my cricket life. They 
decided to send foi 42-year-old 
Colin Cowdrey from the English 
winter to bolster their batting 
against the fury of Lillee and 
'I'hotnson. 1 should have thought 
the logical person to try was some¬ 
one attacking like Barry Wood, the 
Lancashire opener. I knew JVood 
had never been to Australia but 
he was the type of player England 
needed. Cowdrey had been here 


plenty of times but he was 42, had 
been out of Test cricket for some 
years and the bowlers he had to 
face were quick. Before he arrived, 
I was sure that he wouldn’t be 
able to do the one thing that Eng¬ 
land needed most — make a big 
score. I certainly admired .Cowdrey 
for accepting the challenge; if the 
same challenge was given to me, 
I’d turn it down. To make Cow¬ 
drey’s job even harder he came 



Thomson . . . England’s 
destroyer 


.straight to Perth which is the fast¬ 
est, bounciesi wicket in Australia, 
for the second Test. 

When 1 won the toss in Perth 1 
had no hesiitation in sending Eng- 
and in to bat. To me it was not a 
gamble. With Cowdrey out of prac¬ 
tice and a number of injuries, 
England had an unsettled tetting 
order. England reached 1/99 be¬ 
fore we broke through and dis¬ 
missed them for 208. Iliat was pro¬ 
bably the best overall fielding dis¬ 
play I have seen from a teapi; 
tremendous ground fielding, great 
catching and one superb run-out. 
There were at least three sensa¬ 
tional catches taken, by Ian Red- 
path, Greig Chappell and Ashley 
Mallett a run-out by Walters and 
great cover fielding by Ross Ed¬ 
wards. After little more than one 
Test of the series we had England 
on the defensive against our fast 
bowlers. For much of the time we 
had only Ross Edwards and a fields¬ 
man at short-leg, in front of the 
wicket. The English batsmen’s 
theory of trying to wear down the 
fast bowlers played right into Aus¬ 
tralia’s hands. 

Thanks to a century by Rose 
Edwards in front of his home 



Greig a gms>’ century but in vain 
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crow^ Australia went to a big 
first innings legd. On this occasion 
in Perth Roscoe was once again 
pushed into the background this 
time by the incredible Wallers 
who scored yet another century in 
a session. He was three not out at 
tentime then scored 70 in the first 
hour of the last session. When the 
last over of the day started he wax 
93 still 10 runs short of his target. 
Most cricketers would have b^n 
happy with that but not K. D. Wai¬ 
ters. He hit the first ball of the 
over for four. He aimed a couple 
more hooks at Willis but missed, 
got to the last bail and most of us 
thought be had no chance. Needing 
a six to pass his century. Doug 
launched a tremendou.s liook off 
the last ball and ... six runs. 
After that remarkable effort we 
had to win the Test and once again 
it was Thom-son who destroy¬ 
ed England’s second inning.s. 
Dennis Lillee although bowl 
ing very well, couldn't lake 
more than two wickets in an 
innings. We were left to 
make only 23 runs to win, 
giving us a 2-0 lead as we 
headed to Melbourne for the 
third Test. 

Once again I won the toss 
and sent England in. Again 
there was some criticism that 
I was taking a gamble hut I 
reasoned that England’s con¬ 
fidence was so low, and our 
fast bowlers going so well, 
that the risk was justified. 

This Test saw the start of 
Dennis Lillee’s domination 
of English opener Dennis 
Amiss, who was out in the 
first over when he edged to 
Waiters in the gully, who 
took a magnificent catch. At 
the end of the first day Eng¬ 
land was only 7/176. They 
went on to make 242 and the 
game became a battle of low 
scores for despite a game 
innings of 55 by Redpath, we 
finished one run behind. Eng¬ 
land got away to its best start 
of the our with Amiss and 
David Lloyd putting on an 
opening partner^ip of 1L5 
and dominating our bowlers 
for the first time in ^e 
series. But this domination was 
broken by Ashley Malleti. He 
caught and bowled Lloyd, restrkin- 
ed Amiss and finally got him for 
90, only two runs shoiH of the re¬ 
cord number of runs in a calendar 
year, held by Bobby Simpson. It 
was the only time Amiss got on top 
of our attadt. From there. England 
folded to 8/180. Tony Greig laun- 
ch«l a counter-attack scoring a 
valuable 60 which left Australia 
246, or the highest score of the 
match, to win. 

We started badly losing Edwards 
and myself for only five runs. 
Every time Australia lookjed like 
having St match-winning partner¬ 
ship, a wkket would fall and it 
bocame very tense, very tight cric¬ 


ket. Our idea was to play along 
until the 15 overs in the last hour 
came up then decide whether to gn 
for the runs or to ’close up shop.' 
In the last hour a.s we struggled 
along it looked more and more like 
a draw, but then the new ball was 
taken and we started to pick up 
quick runs. But one over from 
Derek Underwood stopped us in 
our tracks. Lillee hit .some good 
.shots in that over which, had they 
beaten the fieldsmen, would have 
gone for four. But they didn't and 
i( was a maiden over so we finish¬ 
ed eight runs short with two wk 
kets in hand. 

We went to Sydney needing only 
one more victory to bring back 
those Ashes. The selectors made 
one change in the side, picking 
Kick McCosker in place of Wally 
Edwards in the opening spot. Be- 


cau.«« of our opening weakness, 
Wally had probably been pu.shed 
into ibe side while he was still a 
little too inexperienced. Rick 
wasn’t an experienced opener but 
he was in good form. He justified 
his selection by scoring a magni¬ 
ficent 80 as he and Redpath put 
on % for the first wicket. Every¬ 
one else contributed and we made 
a useful 405 in our first innings. 

Once again England was in early 
trouble against tlie uew ball. Alan 
Knott top-scored with 82 as Eng¬ 
land reached 295. 1 opened our 

second innings with Redpath as 
McCosltpr had been hit on the head 
while fielding. Again I wasn’t very 
successful but Greg and Reddets 
both made centuries in a 210-runs 



Lillee . . . consistent 
performance 


;).irlnership that put Austiaiw un 
top. Needing 400 to win, England 
made only 228 with ,|cff Thomson 
'aking two wicket.s, Lillee two, 
Wallers two and Mallett 4/21 of! 
16.5 overs. When Greg Chappell 
finally picked up a bat-pad shot 
from England’s last batsman, Geoff 
Arnold off Ashley Mallett, Austra¬ 
lia had won the- Test and the 
Ashes. 

The first day of the fifth Test in 
Adelaide was washed out, and 
when play .started the next day, 
Mike Oenness sent us in on a wk 
ket (hat was damp at one end. Des 
pile a good start from Redpath 
and McCosker, we collapsed to 
Derek Underwood. At one point 
wc were struggling at 5/84 b u t 
were saved by a glorious partner¬ 
ship of 80 between Terry Jennei 
and Doug Waiter.s. They got on top 
of Underwood and spread tit** 
field everywhere. Walters made 5.s, 
jenner an excellent 74, and with 
good support from Lillee, Walker 
and Mallett. we' went on to 304. 
Lillee and liiomson once again do¬ 
minated and England was all oi-t 
for 172 in only four hours. We 
balled again, trying to build on 
our lead of 132, with Walters again 
showing (he way with 71 not out. 


23 



Wallers .... superb ba.'ting and 
a hundred in a session to boot 
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Margnrt't Smith . . tough 
on court 


to J’.Jtiiy MdcKay in a’ J958 

WimhifiJttn semi'fiinaL 

A yoar laU-r Laver and Darlene 
Hard >.av«d three? match points be- 
fioe wtnning the Wimbledon mixed 
.‘I !be fspenso of Bob Howe and 
Maria Bueno, That took 47 games, 
In the US singles final Bueno play¬ 
ed 42 against U.ard—and lost again. 
She was Winth iedon champion. But 
.-.iie was Icarr/ing altout frustration 
ion. 

The ISGl rrencli Championships 
n-oduceti iwt. matches that linger 
on the palate like good wine. Mar¬ 
garet Smith — 18 and playing 
t’aris for tlie first time — was 
afflicted hy /^nn Haydon. .sweltering 
hca? and c ramps. That ag- nising 
t.vst lasted almost two hours. Hay- 
tion won 7 -S, 12-10, 

'llte men's singles final showed 
us the oih«’r side ot Boland Garros: 

bciMity. Nicola Pietrangeli 
!m<- fav o » r io to win for the 
third e<u isccutive year wa.s beaten 
by fh<' V oting Mantio.l Santana, the 
first Spr.niard to win a major title. 
The* ntaifh lasted live sets. Santana 
and Pietraiigeti were like ar'isi.s 
at wnr k in a studio exposed to a 
vat't p ublir on the licu! of the after¬ 
noon Kach in turn played his 
finest, tennis. 

T1 le flame of Pietrnngcli's iuspi- 
raii'.')n eventually died his brush 
strrtkes overlaid by Santana’s flic- 
keying fines.se. But lung beiore that 
th esc mo Latins had established 
a close rapport with a Latin crowd 
i.-njoying a rare blend of sport and 
liesthetics. 

At the end there was a tumult 
of noise. Santana his nerve strung 
up to breaking point dropped his 
racket and cried. And Pietrangeli, 
disappointed yet instantly respon¬ 
sive to the Spaniard's feelings, 
went around the net took Santana 
in iii.s arms and patted him on the 
bu(k like a father comforting a 
rliiid. 

Tennis i.ii gi ass was and remains 
pri'Sak by ruTnpari.sui; But in 1961 
liiere began .i series <tf three con- 
. eculive mighty men’s doubles 
tin;ds lit t!ie L'S Championships-- 
.<1; ihnii featuring Chuck Mi- 


Kinley and Dennis Ralston against 
Rafe Osuna and Antonio Palafox. 
The 1962 Wimbledon had two un¬ 
usually tough doubles finals won 
by Billie Jean Moffitt and Karen 
Susman and the Fraser-duPont 
team. But Cliff Drysdale and Gor¬ 
don Forbes stole the show in 
doubles that year edging past Laver 
and Fred Stolle in 92 games at 
Longwood. 

In the French singles finals Laver 
bounced back from two sets down 
to beat Emerson and Margaret 
Smith had to play 30 games before 
shaking off Lesley Turner (who 
had better luck the next year in an 
equally tough final with Ann 
Jones). But in 1963 there was 
nothing more thrilling than three 
matches played in team events; 
Mike $ang.stcr’s mighty perform¬ 
ances for Great Britain against 
Swedes Jan Erik Lundquist and 
Ulf Schmidt in the Davis Cup at 
Wimbledon and Mrs. King’s 6-4, 
19-17 win over Christine 'Truman 
in the Wightnian Cup at Cleveland. 

In 1964 Maria Bueno won her 
third and last Wimbledon singles 
championship beating Miss Smith 
in a 35-game final. Emerson and 
Stolle won a 94-game Davis Cup 
doubles against Osuna and Palafox 
in Mexico City. 

So to 1965—and one of the most 
beautiful matches 1 have ever 
seen: Lundquist edged Britain’s 
Bobby Wilson in five sets in the 
Briiish Mardcourt Championships 
at Bournemouth. Each was capable 
on his day of maintaining a level 


of artistry few could match. This 
was such a day. They drew the 
best from each other and fashion¬ 
ed a rare enchantment that made 
us wish tennis could always be 
like this. 

Bournemouth — gateway to ma¬ 
gic of Thomas Hardy’s Wessex — 
is a romantic spot unless the wea¬ 
ther turns nasty. While Lundquist 
and Wilson were weaving their 
spell, fading sunlight stretched 
long-fingered shadows across the 
court and the birds sang, their 
evening chorus. That match deser¬ 
ved such music. Lundquist and 
Wilson were not playing a game. 
They are campo.sing it. 

But the place for that sort of 
thing when you really think about 
it, is the F o r o Italico in Rome. 
Laughter and teats pas.sion and 
fury, storm and silence — all that 
and more ebbed and flowed around 
us in the echoing Campo Cenfrale 
while Pietrangeli was beating 
Emerson 3-6, 6-1, 3-6, 8-6, 6-1 on 
May iO, 1966 in the Italian Cham¬ 
pionships. 

Pietrangeli was 32. But the 
genius he once commanded could 
still burst into flower when he had 
the sun on his back and was feel¬ 
ing good. Emerson, a swordsman 
with a wrist of steel was a superb 
athlete with fast reactions and a 
predatory net game. 

He did not compromise much 
even on clay (thouj^ that day his 
teasing sense of humour came to 
the stirface with a few startling 



PiefrungrK (left} embraces SfinSann after their epk baulc 
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drop shots). The match contained 
an hour and three-quarters of ten¬ 
nis succeeded by 45 minutes of 
melodrama in which the crowd did 
not so much watch the match as 
conduct it. 

In the fourth set Emerson led 
5-3 and twice was poised within 
two points of the match. But surtt- 
ing waves of sound were rocking 
around the arena, bolstering Piet 
rangeli’s spirit. There were shriek¬ 
ed appeals to “Nicola!” and roars 
of "Bravo!” and Pieirangeli step¬ 
ped from shadows into sunlight 
and spread his wings with passing 
shots and drops. Both players must 
have felt they were no longer in. 
charge of their own dt .liny. The 
soaring concourse around them 
was taking the match into their 



Roy Emerson ... up against 
the Italians 

keeping and shaping it as (hey 
pleased. 

When Pietrangeli hauled that 
fourth set out of the wreckage it 
seemed that the noise within it 
would burst the stadium asunder. 
And Emerson not knowing what 
would happen next, glanced at the 
tunnel behind 'he umpire’s chair 
as if half expecting to see lions 
charging out of it. A great weari¬ 
ness seeped into the man. It came 
from the mind, the heart, the body 
—and from the din around him. 

Piaying Pietrangeli was one thing, 
opposing the reverberating collec¬ 
tive will of an intimidating Roman 
crowd was something else. They 
wanted Nicola to win. And he did. 
Few people knew or cared that out 
on court four Tony Roche was’ 
beating Martin Mulligan. A mere 
tennis match,.good though it was, 
could not compete with the opera 
on the Campo Centrale. 

— WORLD TENNIS 
(to be continued) 
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All eyes on Borg 


/-«AN BJORN BORG, already Wim- 
bledon and French champion, 
win the third leg of the Grand 
Slam, the U.S. Open, at the new 
tennis centre, Flushing Meadows, 
New York? 

And can Chris Even avenge her 
Wimbledon defeat by Martina Nav¬ 
ratilova and win the IJ.S title for 
ihc fourth consecutive year? 

To emulate the feats of n o n 
Budge and Rod Laver — the only 
men ever to win the Grand Slam— 
Borg, only 22. needs to take the 
U..S. title, followed by the Austra¬ 
lian in December. 

“if I win the U.S., 1 will certain¬ 
ly go to Australia,” says Borg. "It 
would be a wonderful opportunity 
to complete the Grand Slam. But 
•here is no way I can dream of it 
yet, not with two tournaments to 
Ro-” 

Borg’s preparation for Flushing 
Meadows has been as thoughtful 
us it wa.s for his assault on the 
Italian (which he also won). 
French and Wimbledon champion¬ 
ships. Before beginning that mara¬ 
thon—five weeks of high competi 
tion in seven weeks—he had a re¬ 
laxed month away from tournament 
play. 

Immediaiel.v after winning Wim¬ 
bledon, he played a Davis Cup 
match for Sweden, healing Spain, 
and then won his national title. 
After that he had a three-week holi¬ 
day in Rumania with his fiancee, 
Marianna Stmionc.scu, and a week 
at Monte Carlo, where he lives. 

The young superstar arrived in 
New York last week and straight 
away took part-in clinics organised 


by the Vitas GcruUhis Foundation, 
a charitable organisation bringing 
tennis to the city’s, youth. 

So Borg cannot com]>lain of be¬ 
ing tired when the U.S. champxnv 
ships -begin. Indued, he says: ‘‘I 
feel well rested. ) I’s only when Fin 
playing badly thui 1 get tired 
mentally.” 

The danger i o the .Swede is not 
.so much Jimmy Connors, Genilai 
tis and otiter l,-.iding men, hut tha; 
he is ofier. at risk in the early 
rounds of laa'ioi chainpiunships. - 

This sumrne.-r he was close to dt- 
feai in his fersi maii'h, against the 
Antericuii, V icior Amaya, and fast 
year in his ■>c-(-oiid Hgainsi Aiisiia 
liu's .Mark Fuimuiidsoii. 

There is alsti the tact that he has 
yet to will llte U.S. title. 

Bui, u.s lie .says: "For me tennis 
i.-i still a love, and an ohsessioii. I 
am jiisi a man who wati:s to win 
.ind be Fiappy winning.’' 

If the paio oi the rnurts is no 
problt'iii to Bxrg, it may well be 
one for (.'.hris Even. On slow cnurls 
sh<' is viriunlly utiboaiable. On fast 
luurt.s she is vuiiieruble, as we 
have .sceit .it Wiiiihledon in (be 
lust two years. 

The.sf- new couris should favour 
players like Miirlina and Virginia 
Wade. 1’hey will ,iIso present Chris 
with the i.i'k ot proving that -she, 
like Borg, can win under any con¬ 
ditions. 

The i.s there and I think 

she will succeed . . . just as I think 
Borg wilt be heading for Australia 
in December, chasing that elusive 
Grand .Slam. 

- ROY McKEI,V]F: 


Growing with the boom 


r^HE Olympia Brass Band .speci- 
■■ ally flown in—lock, stock and 
poise—from New Orleans—con.sign- 
ed the name of Forest Hills to the 
history books of tennis and ofi>- 
eially open the new home of the 
United .Stares championship at 
Flushing Meadow. 

The blast of sound from that 
band was part of a lavish ceremo¬ 
nial on' the game’s newest Centre 
Court housed in an arena originally 
christened the Louis Armstrong 
Stadium and now part of a new 
tennis complex said to have cost 
the United States Tennis Associa¬ 
tion and New York City something 
in the order of £5 million. And all 
achieved in less than a year. 

After 54 yeats at Forest Hills— 
or more accurately the West Side 
Tennis Cup in that suburb — the 
US Championship has moved on 
in a ' multi-coloured doUar-laden 


style v/hich can only serve as .i 
reminder of the grtm-ih iif ti-nius 
in America. 

. Once the West Side Club w a 
good enough for the needs of the 
showpiece championship. The f.uis 
came but the club could handle 
them. And nobody wnnied. But 
when Open tennis hrtvtighi iiia.ssive 
purse.s and greater exposure to 
.set off a boom in participation ihat 
has enconipa.s.sed millions of .\ine- 
ricans the West Side Club was 
doomed. 

By the time the decision was ta¬ 
ken to quit Foiest Hills it was ob¬ 
vious the old place bulging with 
memories and, a hiding place only 
for it.s ghosis would have nr go 
The wonder of it is ih-it there was 
any room to play tennis in the last 
few years when attendances 
boomed. 

— HARRY NEWCOMAfc 


Ul«ganathan—best of three 


nKFORE the 1977 Neason Mdhuii 
— nufiiin, wtio had been playiri): 
second fiddle in East Bengal in 
Calctilla, if nut outside, signed on 
Sudhir Kurmakar and Cautani .Sui- 
kar, tivo of ihe four internationals 
suspended by li'ieir arch livals foi 
not assisting ihc side in the Kokaro 
Steel inviiatinn tiournamcni. Muhuii 
Bagan tiad also lured away a third 
iniernalional front hiast Bengal 
who also did not play at Bokaro, 
Shyain 'i'hapa, wliose goal-scoring 
feats ai ihe Patna Natioiiui tiuosied 
hi.s already high stock. They had 
become Ihe siroiige.st and the most 
balanced side in the country. It 
WHS freely said tliut the tide of 
fortune would change. 

r. a s I Bengal’s iiti'iwer lo this 
pliiiulering of their t.-ileni was to 
snare away Narayan.svvamy Ulaga- 
nuthan, an act done merre probubly 
out of pitpie than to offset their 
losses. Ifowcvcr, they had the Iasi 
laitgh when with a comparatively 
inexperienced side thc.v defeated 
Mohuii Bagan by two goals to nil 
and regained the Calcu'ta Senior 
League title.. Their defe.it in the 
final of the l.F.A. Shield did not 
take the glo.ss off the League tri 
uniph entirely. 

Ulaganaihiiii contributed h.s mite 
towards Last Bengal claiming the 
League pennant, and though he 
could quite put forth, as Somaresh 
Clioudhury could, that the leairi he 
'assists wins the League, ihu; record 
of his was a striking contrast to 
that of Raman in the mid lif'ie.s. 
Raman was in the Mohammedan 
Sporting leant when tltey lost the 
tinal of the Rovers Cup to Mohun 
Bagan and switched .sid<-s in ihi- 
aex' year’s Koveis tup, the final 
of which was won Ity Vtohainniedan 
.Sporting 


Like Raman, I’iagariathan* hails 
from Bangalore, where he showed 
plenty of (tromise in the colours 
of Bangalore M.irs Club, one of 
ilie nurseries of that city. It was 
no; long before 31 a Army Base 
Worksiiop locrtiiled him. But the 
■ikill he displaved was .so enchant- 
iiig that many clubs sought him. 
rinally it was C.hief Inspectorate 
of I'lecironics who signed him .m 
CM L.. Ill the sixtie.s, were the lead¬ 
ing outfit ill B.iiigaloru and proved 
quite a ti'atch for their counter- 
parts from other cities. 

Ills p.-ogress from senior c I ii It 
football to the sif’te team was rtipid, 
anrl he vvas hut 17 when he donned 
Mv.sore's colours in the National 
Chunit)ion-ihi|) .ti Bar.gttlore in J'tfi'-t. 
He kept his p-liice in the state team 
for the uex; '.hrt-o veais. He came 
on 'he national sreile tvlien there 
was a dearili af class wiit.gers. 
Hence it was jio surprise when he 
wa.t capped lor India in the pre- 
Olympic series at Kuiigoon in 1972. 
He was not ti regiilar, though the 
first i fioice at h-Vi wing, I’radeer- 
Bo.se, wa' rumoured to have in¬ 
jured his knee in a trial match at 
Bombay before 'lie team left and 
in the event svas not listed even as 
a substitute in any of the pre- 
Olympic matches. 

lilagunuthan burst on Ihe inter¬ 
national scene the next year After 
tile heavy 1-9 defeat at the hands 
Ilf Burma in the 1971 Merdeka, 
India had not played in the lourna- 
meni the next yeai, and re-entered 
the Merdeka with a:i untried team 
and trepidation. The Tnder Bingh- 
led cumhiiialion .sequilted ihem- 
selvi". widi great credit. One of the 
star.s of :itai team wax Ulaganaihan, 
whom ’lit- Malaysian.s so took to 
their lu'dit.s 'li.ii when he lay in 


hospital with a broken leg he had 
a constant stream of visitors. 

Encouraging as the Malaysians 
of Indian origin would have been 
in his process of recovery, Utaga- 
nathan must have had a gnawing 
doubt about hi.s fuliirc and whe¬ 
ther the interest of other clubs, or 
rather that of Mohun Bagein in 
particular, would be .sustained. For 
no team would like to gambit- on 
a player making good after break¬ 
ing a leg. But Mohun Bagan at>- 
parentiy had no second thoughts 
and signed him on as well as his 
teammate at C.I.L. and 'he Mei- 
deka team, Kosalriim, lor the- 197-1 
season. 

While Kosuiram began well but 
faded away later, Ijl-iganaihan con¬ 
tinued to thrive. Tiie presence of a 
former C-.t.L. .star and intcriiaiio 
ual forward, Kaonan. considerably 
helped in the proce.ss of .settling 
down to the demands of Calcutta 
football, u.s Kaniiun himself had 
been helped by another India pla¬ 
yer from Bangalore, Arumainava 
gam. 


Colour blow-up on facing 
page — Nikhil 


All the four players mentioned 
above are small-made ball players. 
Kosalram was inclined to be spec¬ 
tacular; Kannan, though always u 
force to reckon with because of his 
sudden and brilliant goals, never 
fully realised his great imtential; 
.Arumainayagam served Mohun 
Bagan the longest and best. Ulaga, 
'as he is affectionately called by 
fans in Calcutta and other parts 
of the countr.v, was a mixtuve of 
all the best of the other three. 

He is, however, more like Arii- 
mainayagam, though at five feet 
five he is taller. And not merely 
because he plays on the flanks — 
his predecessor played almost en¬ 
tirely on the left flank. His con¬ 
trol or. the bull can match that of 
the best in the land, and be exhi¬ 
bits if at a sightly greater pace 
than otliers. As he goes both inside 
and outside a defender, the latter 
is left floundering and confused. 
Ulaga’s use of the ball is also ex¬ 
tremely good. From the flanks he 
has provided llio p.is.ses for many 
of the goals of hi.« side 

Off the field, Ulaga is very quiet 
and a model _ of exemplary be¬ 
haviour. That is yet another resem¬ 
blance with .Arumainayagam a ii d 
one rea.son why he is not only wel¬ 
come at any club but also would be 
received with open arms at those 
he had left. 

— SW Correspondent 
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Airlines survive the storm 


V T would have been u travesty 
* of justice if Indian Airlines had 
not won the Rangaswamy Cup na- 
lionai hockey championship at the 
Racecourse stadium here, for, with¬ 
out an iota of doubt they were the 
best outfit in the competition. But 
star-studded Airlines almost sty¬ 
mied their chances of emerging 
:he champions when they caused 
a storm that looked like leaving 
'.hem grounded. 

The Airlines showed themselves 
to be a petulant lot in the second 
leg of their semi-final match against 
Tamil Nadu. Strong in defence and 
.Highly resourceful in attack, .\ir- 
lines should not have fsiund it too 
di/Ticult to witb.stand the prc.ssiir(» 
from the spirited Tamil Nadu, b>(.' 



The Rangaswamy Cup 


they allowed themselves to be easi¬ 
ly upset. They lost their compo¬ 
sure and their shirt when umpire, 
Narwaria, an internation'al, award¬ 
ed a penalty stroke against them 
as goalkeeper A r v i n d Chabbra 
bowled a goat-bound Raju over 
with the Tamil Nadu inside-right 
just a yard away from the goal. It 
was a right decision. Rut to the 
cantankerous Govinda it was not. 
He ran towards the umpire as 
though to despatch him away. More 
Airlines players followed suit and 
Narwaria found himself hemmed 
by angry men gesticulating and 
speaking vehemently. Narwaria did 
not flinch for a moment. He flour¬ 
ished a red card and gave Govinda 
the marching orders. Now Airlines 
were all fire and fury. Olympian 
Inam-Ur-Rehman, the Airlines team 
manager not known for his sang¬ 
froid, direcW his men not to play. 
Left-half Zafaruddin having been 
ordered out a little earlier when 
he knocked out a couple of Prabha- 
karan's teeth the Airlines now had 


'.0 play with nine men. Airlines, 
hence, were not willing to play. 

All and sundry were on the field 
now. Appeals and threats had no 
etfeci. Inam would not budge. 
Came M. A. M. Ramaswaniy, the 
Indian Hockey Federation presi¬ 
dent hurrying to the trouble spot. 
For a while Inain and MAM looked 
daggers at each other and exchang¬ 
ed verba! brickbats. Saner roiiti- 
.•iels however prevailed though after 
•weitiy long minutes. 

Airlines resumed play. l.iK:al boy 
.Soina.sundaran converted the 
penalty stroke to make the over- 
,tll .score 1-2. 

Surjit Singh h a d put Airlines 
-ihcad in the first leg with a penalty 
.."orner goal and had made the score 
I-t) for them early in the second 
ieg converting another penalty 
corner. 

Now the nine-man .Airline.s show¬ 
ed trcmendoii.s pluck to hold their 
slender lead. Tamil Nadu were not 
lacking in fighting spjrit too. The 
Airlines defence was sirelched, but 
wave after wave- of Tamil Nadu 
attack floundered against the rock 
that Surjit Singh was. As the sands 
of time were running out, young 
Sekhar, the Tamil Nadu left-win¬ 
ger, mounted one final assault with 
-I lung-bursting run, outstripped 


two defeiider.s !« ct-iilre sharply 
and in came iha; slip of a fellow, 
Somasunciaraii, to connect it home. 
Back to -square one; with dusk fast 
approaching ntilciaU dt-cided that 
the twvnly minute.s extra time 
could not be played. Now they had 
an intriguing problem. Nunc .seem¬ 
ed .sure about the rulc.s. They had 
a palaver and I'inally came to a 
crazy det'i.sion. They announced 
that the second leg would be play¬ 
ed the next day and that Airlines 
t-0 first-leg lead would stand. A 
proper interpretation oi the toiir- 
nameiii rule in regard to such an 
event warranted only the extra 
time to be played later (though 
this h.is not been .spi>cified in the 
rule). The rule read?:: "If, at the 
end of 7U niinuK-': of play on the 
second day, the aggregate scores 
tif ,boib the matches remain the 
same then twenty minutes of extra 
time will be pla.ved.” 

The (liiiciats did not realise that 
I'ainil Nadu hao' won the second 
leg ^-1 and the c.vtra time wa.s itoi 
for the second leg but for the 
whole matcli I’nor Tamil Nadu! 
The.Y sutTerc-d on two count.s—the 
olfitiid inlerpreia'iiiii of the rule 
was agaiiiHt thctin and it was be- 
cau.se of the time wasted through 
Airlines that extra time 

could n played 

A day’s honest svurk wreiii un¬ 
rewarded ftir them Tamil Nadu 



Fhillipa «f (he Railways takes a penalty stroke against the 
Services in the first leg of the semi-final 
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Airlines* Surjit scores from a corner liiiifnHi* Tamil Nadu In the first iru semi-fiivt). 
Below: Tamil Nartn ((ouJkeeper Cvimlon roils Grewai in the second leg 


Iwttled hard once again, but this 
time they could only hold Airlines 
to a goalless draw. Tamil Nadu 
however gave the Airlines defence 
a harrowing time especially in the 
second session when they made a 
do-or-dic elfort. With Roger Mag¬ 
gie, centre-half, playing the mid¬ 
field general’s role in an exem¬ 
plary manner and with wing halves, 
turner and Vishwanath, also doing 
their jobs effectively the Tamil 
Nadu forwards mounted many good 
sorties but their finish was woe¬ 
fully bad. Prabhukaran, Raju and 
Sekhar wasted the chances that 
cam,e Tamil Nadu way, 

Surjit Singli and Ranbir Siii^ 
held the Airlines defence together 
during the moments of stress. And 
the elusive Ashok Kumar, nimble 
and artful, caused the Tamil Nadu 
defenders a lot of bother with his 
weaving runs and deceptive passes. 

Railways did not have to huff and 
puff to get past Services in the 
other semi-final. They won convin¬ 
cingly by five goals to two. In the 
first leg. Railways were able to win 
only 2-i though their dominance 
was almost undisputed. If Railways 
could not score more than the two 
goals they got, it was because of 
the fine performances put in by 
wing halves Karambiah and Didar 
and full-back Dung Dung to a grea¬ 
ter extent. Dung Dung showed en¬ 
terprise and moved up field to 
bolster the stsack which iook^ im 
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AirlineK' f(uaikeep«r Citabbra brings off a good save 
against Tamil Nadu 


<i|>id with Kusha who had deligltt- 
'>d in the pool match against Kar- 
ktataka, proving off colour and find¬ 
ing it ditlicult to break away from 
t.he shackles that centre-half Raja- 
sekharan had him in. 

A combined move between left¬ 
winger T.shtiaque. right-winger Phil¬ 
lips and centre-forward Ravi Ku¬ 
mar, which culminated in the last- 
named scoring, featured the first 
eg game and put the Railways one 
up. 

Railways' dominance was pro- 
siounced in the .second leg. With 
Rajasekliaran effectively blocking 
out Kusha the Services attack was 
.stingless. And with V a r i n d e r 
prompting the attacks well and 
Phillips touching his wonted form. 
Railways had Sfsrvices on the run. 
Phillips, Batla and .Ravi Kumar 
scored a goal each for Railways. 
Right-winger Chengappa a promis¬ 
ing player got the Services goal, 
ft was an individual effort. 

Railwa 3 n!, with the profusion of 
talent they have in their ranks, 
were expected to give Airlines a 
.stiff fight in the finals. But they 
sorely disappointed. While Airlines 
clicked into top gear as a cohesive 
team Railways looked a disjointed 
lot. 

The Railways forward-line gave 
a pathetic show. Varinder playing 
as the inside-right in place of Pra- 
bhakaran did not provide the sup¬ 
port that Phillips needed. Phillips, 
in despair, moved from place to 


place and found it ditlicult to do 
anything of note. Pruhhakaran 
came in the .second naif hut hefnru 
.bo could settle down the game was 
over. Surjit Singlt. left-back, once 
again gave an in.spiring .show. He 
was cool and showed an air of 
j.ssurance in tackling and cover¬ 
ing. He read the game beaut if uily 
and thwarted the Raihvays attacks 
turning u|> at the right moment. 
Raiibir Singh, centre-half, also gave 
a very good account '>f himself. As 
a destroyer he was most effective. 

A.shuk Kumar played his role 
admirably. Thanks to him Airlines 
were able to spring back from de¬ 


fence to attack in a lightning man¬ 
ner. Ashok's amazing runs and de¬ 
ceptive passes caused not a little 
bother for the Railways defenders 
among whom onl,v left-half Bha.s- 
karan proved steady. A.shok show¬ 
ed good rapport vviih Sukhbir 
-Singh Grewal, who, like the inside- 
right, showed contidont stickwork. 
The two really tore the Railways 
uefence apart. Govinda, inside left, 
was not impressive at all though 
He tried hard, 

Lcft-tvinger Ghatfoor, playing in. 
•.he uhsence of Jaluluddin, who was 
not well, proved a good opportun- 
isi hy slamming the rebuund home 
after go.ilkeepei A.shok Dewan had 
.saved a penalty corner drive by 
Aslant Slier Khan. Guviiida con¬ 
verted a penalty .stroke (or Air¬ 
lines' other goal in the llrsf leg. 
Rat ill, good ut converting [icnaity 
comers hut not effective otherwise, 
got Railways their only goal in the 
first meeting. Ghaffuor scored the 
‘tnly go.ii of the second leg from 
.1 metre following a thitd minute 
long corner, to make the final ag¬ 
gregate score 3-1 in Airlines favour. 

Airlines had two close calls in 
the next two iiiinuies. .Surfii saved 
well from a Mohinder Pul Singh 
push and then goalkeeper Chabbra 
palmed a scoop hy Mohinder Pal 
Singh. Surjit Singh made another 
save later when he emerged as if 
from nowhere to whi.sk the ball 
away when Prabhakuran was sizing 
up to score. 

—SW CORRESPONDENT. 

Late again 

The onlookers were talking dur¬ 
ing the village match. 

‘The bat,snian was late for the 
first delivery,' observed one. 

'lie always is, said the other. 
'That’s our milkman.’ 



gMlkeeper D«iwan 
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THE REMEDY 
IS ALWAYS THE SAME 
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AT DEPTH 
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This strange coincidence 


np HERE was a time, in the imme- 
^ (iiaie pre-independence era. 
when a Prakash and a Devinder 
dominated Indian badminton almost 
to the exclu.sion of cverv other 
player in the country. Almost a 
quarter of a century later, bv a 
strange quirk of Fate, another Pra¬ 
kash and another Devinder were 
to be at the absolute forefront of 
the same game in India. 

There was one all-important 
match that lhc.se rivals played 
against each other in their respec¬ 
tive eras; and by another coinci¬ 
dence, . it was the Prakash factor 
that emerged triumphant over the 
Devinder lactor. However, the con¬ 
tents of the matches were as totally 
ditt’ereiir from each other as is 
imaginable. One match was the 
most bitterly contested, t h e final 
point deciding which player would 
he the national champion of India 
for that year, and which would be 
the runner-up. The siiher wa.s a 
‘match that never was'! 

International spores rivalry h,ad 
come to a total halt ai the start 
of World War 11, and international 
badminton was resumed imly in 
1947, two years after the termina¬ 
tion of hostilities. Two Indians, 
young and at the peak of their 
form were selected to represent 
the country at the fii'.st post-War 
•All-England Chamt)ion.ships, con- 
.sidered the unoflictal world cham¬ 
pionships. Tliey were Prakash Nath 
and Devinder Mohan. Prakash had 
won the 1942 and '45 Nationals, 
■•vliile his rival had taken the '‘*H. 
'44 and '46 national tiilc.s. 

The organisers of the All-Eng¬ 
land had no criteria on which to 
base thitr seodings, as there had 
been no imernutitmal competition 
for almost eight years. They seed¬ 
ed Tage Madsen, the Danish holder 
of the title No. 1, drawing Prakash 
Nath to meet him in the opening 
round. By the worst possible luck, 
hath Indians were clubbed in the 
same quarter, neither of them be¬ 
ing a known ligurc in the world 
$cene« and both of them being in 
•heir early twenties. 

Prakash, however, upset all cal¬ 
culations by knocking out the hol¬ 
der Madsen at 9-lf. 15-10, 1^5, 
with a seniiational display in the 
decider to which his 28 year old 
opponent had no answer. Devinder 
was not far behind as an upset- 
specialist, knocking the chances of 
another seed, H. R. Marshland of 
England, in strai^t games, at 15-4, 
15-11. The two Indians duly won 
their second round matches with¬ 
out conceding a game, and entered 
the quarter-final, where they were 
now to bo pitted against each other. 
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The luck of the draw hod brought 
together two opponents who had 
played e a c h other innumerable 
times before and knew each other's 
game by heart, l^i- match was 
likely to be a close one, and the 
winner would in all probability be 
exhausted. He would immediately 
have to play against seeded Noel 
Radford of F-ngland or H e I g e 
Paulsson of Sweden, w b u were 
.scheduled to play the other quar- 
tct-final ill ihe same half of the 
draw. 

Prakash and Devinder decided 
that it was useless ti) play against 
each other. 'Iliey would, instead, 
toss a coin, and the winner would 


be granted a walk-over by the loser 
of the toss. Devinder called, and 
lost. 

Such was the outcome of the 
match that never was! It gave one 
of the two main characters in the 
drama, the chance of a lifetime — 
to reach the final of the world's 
top tournament. And Prakash did 
not lose that chance, beating Rad¬ 
ford at 18-15, 15-2 in the semi-final. 
Earlier, Radiord had had a tough 
three-game match against Paulsson, 
and simply could not match t h e 
freshness of the Indian, especially 
in the second game. 

The unusual incident received 
wide publicity, with one or two 
London papers even alleging that 
Prakash Nath had produced a gol¬ 
den ten-rupee coin for the toss! 

Prakash, however, just could not 
get going in the final against Conny 
jepsen, a Dane who was living in, 
and playing for, Sweden; and be¬ 
lieved to be one of the hardest 
hitters of the shuttle produced by 
Scandinavia. Prakash was beaten 
at 7-15. 1M.5, 

Almost exactly a quarter of a 
century later, two Indians who were 


almost unknown on the national 
.scene, were destined to be engaged 
in one of the hardest finals of the 
national championships: Prakash 
Padukone and Devinder Ahuja. 

The showing of Prakash was a 
source of amazement to everyone. 
Playing in four strenuous events— 
Ihe men’s .singles and doubles, and 
the junior boys' singles and dou¬ 
bles— did not .seem to deter him. 
From ihc quarter-final stage on¬ 
wards, the lad gave amazing dis¬ 
plays that enabled him to come 
fr o m behind after conceding a 
game, to beat back the challenge 
of the redoubtable Suresh Gael and 
the in-form Romen Ghosh. 

In the other half of the draw, 
Devinder Ahuja was causing a 
similar series of upsets, taking In 


stride, players of the calibre of; 
Dipu Ghosh and Parpia. And, mira¬ 
culously, it seemed, the semi-Anals - 
results s e t the stage for a final 
meeting between Prakash and! 
Devinder. 

It turned out to be a tremendous 
match, with both th youngsters 
willing neither to give nor take any 
quarter. Both lacked a finishing 
smash, but both had loads of ac¬ 
curacy. The nimblo-footed Devinder 
had the added advantage of a neat,. 
clean and deceptive backhand, 
while Prakash preferred to run 
ceaselessly and cover the backhand 
with a round-ihc-hand shot. As was 
the trend of Prakash's earlier two 
rounds, he dropped Ihe first game, 
and came back strongly to bag the 
second. A ding-dong tus.sle ensued 
in the decider; and in a nail-blttng 
finish, Prakash won the third game 
at 18-17 to win the national singles 
title. 

So ended the second Prakash- 
Devinder affair iq the history of 
Indian badminton,' once again in 
favour of a Prakash. 

SHIRISU NADKARNl 
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Names have a mystcriau.s relation. Devinder Mohan (centre) 
with Prakash Padukone (left) and Uevinder Ahuja 




Dr. Sloan's 
'heat-action' formula 
quickly relieves 



PAIN IN JOINTS 

Heat Action for Quick Relief 

Gently rub in Sloan's Balm, or 
apply the liquid liniment. The 
powerful ingredients penetrate 
deep, generate heat and 
increase blood circulation— 
to relieve pain, fast. 

Won't stain clothes 
Unlike most pain balms and 
liniments, Sloan's Balm 
and Sloan's Liniment are non 
greasy, non staining. 


SPRAINS 



^ ) SUPER- 
“ SELLER! 



DON BRADMAN 

FAREWELL TO CRICKET 

AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY 


• Sir Don's own book—genuine; 
unassuming; and yet carrying in every line, 
the authority of the greatest cricketer the 
world has ever seen. 

• The most interesting book of reference 
in existence, on the past, present and 
future of the game. 

• -It is full of characters every player and 
Iqver of cricket wants to meet—on and 
off the field. 

"Fascinating . he writes with the 

authority of a master. Not one of the 
I several recent publications by his 
\ contemporaries is worthy of comperison". 

A.J. Cummings 
News Chronicle 























Duxzino 

Around 

by tbi i:.yl)r‘e ; 


I UNl>b:KSTANl> that titt'uris jr« 

* being made to allocate !wo Tests 
against the West Indies this win¬ 
ter to Bombay. This is in order 
that one Test may be played at 
the Wonkhcde Stadium and the 
other at fhe Rrabournu Stadium. 

bailing this, the crickci board ha.s 
another■ plan. An othcial of the 
board\gave me details of this. 

Pie otHciai met me over a cup of 
coffee at the CCl. “Yes," he said, 
"we would like tn treat both the 
itadiiims on par. However, it 
l>elhi is not piepareti to give up 
Its Test in the inTerest of har¬ 
mony between the Wankhede 
and Brabourne Stadiums, we may 
have to divide Bombay’s only 
Test among the two stadiiMn-s." 

sensible thing to do,” ] said. 

I’he otheiat continued: "We will 
allow the Wankhede Stadium to 
stage the Test for iwo-and-a-half 
Jays and then .shift it to the 
Rr:ibourne .Siudiiini at the end 
•>f the fiist hour’s play after 
lunch on the third day.” 

tiood." I said, railing the waiter 
and paying the bill. 

VVe then sat in the clubhouse of 
the BCA and ordered another 
/•jt of coffee. 

ITie oHirial .said; “The loss will 
have to take place on neutral 
ground and the winning captain 
will deeiJe in which .stadium to 
open the innings. Spectators will 
be allowed entry into the grounds 
only after the toss ha.s taken 
place.” , 

■Fine,” I said. 

“Both sides will havs* to play .one 
innings at least in each of the 
stadiums,” said he official. “At 
the end of the innings, players 
and spectators will have to shift 
to the next stadium within the 
prescribed time between two 
innings. The umpires will en¬ 
force this strictly.” • 

"Correct,” I said, studying the bill 
and paving the waiter for the 
coffee. ' 

Then we once again moved to the 
CCI, where i ordered .some more 
coffee. The official said: “Of 
course, the sale of tickets, we 
will leave to the stadium to de 
cide on their own. They can have 
their own rates and, if they an 
desire, they may offer conce.s- 


SMin.s to those spectators destr- 
ing to see the game in hath the 
stadiums." 

“Of course." I said. 

“The different sponsors can offer 
prize.s for the man of the match 
etc. for either performances at 
the Brabourne Stadium or the 
Wankhede Stadium only or fur 
Intth combined," the official said. 

"What happens 1o the commenta¬ 
tors, will she same ones follow 
them from one stadium to the 
other or will there be separate 
panels?" 1 asked, paying the cof¬ 
fee bill. 

It was only after we had re.settled 
ourtselves in the BCA clubhoase 
and ordered more coffee that the 
official replied to my question. 

“The decision will be left to the 
.AIR. we have no desire to inter- 


HAS Sunil Gavaskar decided 
to join the Packer circus? 

— IMne-shJain (ModiNagat. UP). 


£k NO. He has decided to .{oin 
Nirlon instead. 

HOW many wickets had Jeff 
Tbotttson claimed in Tests 
at the end of the series with India.’ 

- - Maitoj Narain & Sati.sh Juiteju 
tOhovataiid, Bihar). 

A ONE hundred and twenty- 
five wickets for 3,12.1 run.s. 
flis pie.seiif tally is 1-I5 (or I.TfKl 
in 32 Tests. 


1 n 

Dili 
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COULD you give me the 
** analysis of Chandrasekhar in 
the Oval Test again,si England tn 
1971V Who were hi.s victims? 

— Prabhai Kumar 
' (Oaibhanga, Bihar). 


A CUANDKA’s analyses were 
24-6-76.2 and 18.1-3-38^. His 
vtciims were Basil D’Oliveira and 
R. Illingwortlr in the first innings 
and Brian I.uckhurst, John Edrich 
(U), Keith Fletcher (0). Illing¬ 
worth, John Snow (0) and J. Price 
in the second. 


HOW many runs have been 
scored’by Dennis Amiss in 

Tests? 


-A. Meera (Tiruppur, T.N.). 


A H’i SO Tests, Amiss has play- 
ed 88 inning.s. 10 times not 
out, and scored .3,612 runs at an 
average of 46.30. He has hjt up 


fere in their affairs,*' he said. 
“However, it would be advisable 
to have the same expert for both 
the stadiums. And if the com- 
iiieniainr says something over the 
. radio and there are disturbances, 
the entire match will be shifted 
to the next stadium.” 

“You have thought of everything,” 
{ said. 

“Not everything,” .said the official. 
“We have to still decide what to 
do with the rest day, wheilier 
to give it to the Brabourne Sta¬ 
dium or the Wankhede Stadium.” 
“That should cause a bit of a pro¬ 
blem.” I said, signalling to the 
waiter for the coffee bill. . . 
And, left to my.self, I would give 
the rest day to the Wankhede 
.Stadium, because the - coffee at 
the BCA is cheaper than the 
coffee at the CCl. 


eleven centuries with 262 not out 
in the second Test against the West 
Indies at Kingston in 1973-74 as 
his best. 


WHAT are tlie dates of birth 
of Bjorn Borg, Hie .Natltaxc 
.md Guiilerinii Vilas'/ 

— Mi.ss Kwan Cbouble 
f Bomhay-l>). 


A 

Vil.s.s: 


BO'RG: Sixth June, 
Nastase; 19ih I u t y, 
I7lh August, l*)r.2. 


1956. 

1946: 


WHAT do you think of the 
future of Assam table tennis 
players? 

Mridul .Saikia 
(Titabttr, Assam). 


A their juniors are doing ex- 
“ tremcly well but t»icy should 
resist the temptation of staying in 
the junior ranks just to pick up a 
few titles. lastead, Uiey should try 
to make a mark among the seniors. 


CAN Indian hockey ever re- 
gain its past glory? And 

how? 

- “ Anadi Varina (Lucknow, U.P.). 


A VES, certainly. M u c it de¬ 
pends upon the .support and 
encouragement from the All India 
Council of Sports and the extent 
to which the disruptive foiccs can 
be put down. If officials are to be 
pre-occupied with court battles no 
purposeful activity can be carried 
out at the vital grassroots level. 


HAS Sunil Gavaskar scored 
a century in each innings of 
a Test? 

—S. K. Zahid-ur-R«liman 
, (Calcutta-14). 


A TES, he did -so in the fifth 
Test against West Indies at 
Port of Spain in 1971, scoring 124 
and 220. 
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It's All versus 
the vampire 

M uhammad ali is back in 

fighting form — physically 
and verbally for his attempt to re¬ 
gain the vrorld heavyweight boxing 
crown. 

Muhammad came down from his 
mountain training camp and imme¬ 
diately started t h e verbal battle 
with Leon Spinks, whom he meets 
in New Orleans on September 15. 

Dubbing Spinks “the vampire,” 
Ali produced a crucifix which he 
claims will keep, his opponent 
away during the nglit. 

Spinks, former Olympic cham¬ 
pion, who took the title from Ali 
on points in Las Vegas on Febru¬ 
ary Ifi was not available for com¬ 
ment. 

But Ali told his supporters there 
is no way he can lose. 

And there seems no way Ali can 
lose. He is being paid ovbr £1} 
million; his entourage have 4f> free 
flight tickets and first class hotel 
accommodation for two weeks; he 
has 200 free flight tickets and they 
will be ferried about by a fleet of 
chauffeur driven limousines. 

Hunt on thn run 

W ORLD squash champion Geoff 
Hunt of Australia has had 
an early taste of the stern compe¬ 
tition he will face this season to 
retain his number one ranking. 

In the first major event of the 
.season the PIA World series in 
Holland Hunt suffered a crushing 
S-0,9-1, 4-9,9-1 semi-final defeat at 



mar who beat Mohibullah Khan 
9-4, 9-5, 9-0 in the final. 

Hunt is always a slow starter to 
the season and usually suffers the 
odd defeat as he builds up to the 
big events. But it is years since 
he was beaten so convincingly. 

The group of Pakistanis imme- 
diately below Hunt in world rank¬ 
ings — Zaman, Mohibullah Khab 
and Gogi Alaudditi — made a de¬ 
termined effort to oust Hunt last 
year — and failed. 

But the trio have speti' much of 
the summer in special military style 
training in Peshawar under the 
direction of Pakistan Air Force in¬ 
structors. 

In the past Hunt's trump card 
has been his stamina. Numerous 
times last season he trailed to the 
Pakistani players only to emerge 
victorious as his opponents wilted 
in marathon matches. 

The Pakistanis have always had 
all the skills. Now if their stamina 
training pays off it could be a very 
tough season for Hunt. 


The Don is 70 

S IR DONALD BRADMAN was 
70 last week. Australia iwked 
the three-score-and-ten of this cric¬ 
keting legend with the start of 
what promised to be a prolonged 
strike by telecommunication tech¬ 
nicians. 

The resultant privacy must have 
been to his taste. Since his retire¬ 
ment from wielding the willow Sir 
Donald has gone into the business 
world and is now the director of 
several companies. 

Although he is a member of the 
Australian Cricket Board and still 
exercises considerable influence in 
its deliberations he declines to 
comment in public on Kerry Pac¬ 
ker issues. 

Away from public life he has 



The Don . . . legend 


his remarkable family. His daugh¬ 
ter Shirley was born a spastic but 
her condition has improved great¬ 
ly over the years and now Me is 
married. His son John had a touch 
of polio but overcame it to become 
a champion hurdler. 

His wife Jessie recently under 
went a series of heart operations 
hut has recovered te tne point 
where she talks of accompanying 
her husband on his next inter-state 
tour. 

All in all, "Bradman” it a name 
to be proud of: except that son 
John changed it by deed a few 
veari ago Having found it an em¬ 
barrassment to his profestlonel 
pursuits. He is a lecturer in lew 
at Adelaide University. 

H«lir Qraig 

'pONY GREIG^ the man sacked 
M England captain for hit part 
in tha Kerry Packer affair last 
summer, waa full of fighting talk 
when he arrived In Sydney. 

"T%cre*a no attmplng World Sar- 
iea Cricket now,'' taid Auatraiia's 
newest citiaen who has moved hla 
hpiiM kwf after laeving Suaaex. 

"LaaP'^mmer World Serica 
fac^ every poasible hurdle inclu- 



Indian Akllnea hockey team’s manager Inam-ur-Hehman 
(centre) baa bemi alapped with a three-year ban from any 
hockey activity for hla "miaconihict and dlansapect rfiewn 
to IHF preeMatrt M. A. M. Ramaewamy at MnduraL Aihok 
Kumar (left) attenMiits to calm Inam but the heMieaded 
former Olympian had hit aay all right 
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dine ■ lot of people who were very 
crincel,” he said. “We had to go 
out there and prove to them that 
World Series would work. It did 
and there’s no stopping us now.” 

Greig and Barry Richards, the 
master bauman who has just part¬ 
ed with Hampshire, gave their first 
Press conference here. 

Greig said that though he was 
now settled in Australia his cricket 
loyallies would remain with Eng¬ 
land. He tips England to beat Aus¬ 
tralia in uis winter’s “official” 
Ashes series here. 

Richards stressed that there was 
no malice between Hampshire and 
himself over his decision to quit 
county cricket, 

' *'*I played 11 years of county 
cricket and that is as long as any¬ 
body who wants to play county 
cricket ought to play,” be said. 
“I’ve had enough of county cric¬ 
ket. It’s as simple as that.” 


Anand's yacht 

NAND AMRITRAJ, the Indian 
tennis ace, has a new posses¬ 
sion among his prizes — a $25,000 
yacht which he won at the Robert 
F. Kennedy Pro<elebrity Tennis 
tournament with his doubles part¬ 


ner, the 1976 Olympic decathlon 
gold medallist Bruce Jenner. 

Hiey beat American player Clark 
Graebner and actress Dina Merrill 
BO in a one-set final. 

Anand, however, has not decided 
what he intends to do with the 
yacht. Sms he: “I might take it 
back to California where we have 
a place in Marina Del Ray. I don’t 
think 1 can ship it to my parents' 
home in India.’’ 



Anand . . . happy sailing 


Tracy moves up 

T racy Austin, newest wonder- 
child of American tennis is to 
break school in November and be¬ 
come the youngest player ever to 
take part in the Wightman Cup 
against Britain. 

The 15-year-old Californian will 
he on duty for the United States 
when they defend the Cup against 
Britain at the new venue of Lon¬ 
don’s Royal Albert Hall from No¬ 
vember 2-4. 

American team officials have de¬ 
cided they can wait no longer to 
introduce the pig-tailed Tracy to 
the demands of senior international 
competition and it could be bad 
news indeed for Britain’s top pair. 
Virginia Wade and Sue Barker, 
both of whom will have to play her. 

Chris Evert w.ill spearhead the 
American team and Traev will be 
the second player if Hillie .lean 
King, currently injured net an ab¬ 
sentee from the United ^uetes Open 
Championships, has to undergo a 
knee operation. 

American grip on the Wii^imaii 
Cup is so firm that Biitaiii will 
have little chance of recapturing 
the trophy this year and the arri¬ 
val of Tracy — whose appearance 
at the age of 15 may never be 
equalled — demonstrates the bold 
Americans may have in the future. 
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AROUMD tHE edVNli^ 


in Bombay, a TT disaster 


lO B •> m I' a y ('hainpiOMNhips 
•* utmitt to Itavt* tM*<‘n ittc mfai' 
•Mun, ‘>1 the *.casiin. I' !■< 

'w u (fisasier. !.pa»,e .itule I'Ul* 
siiJiu.M- i»Uvc7s j-Jdint; tnlour and 
xtiii-mcut tt, '.m- eveni ihrouith 
•hoii pariicipa'i'in even Bombay s 
•u;> .ipioi;!' men, Ami Parskh 
trici S.iha'i Knlkarni. kept out. 
A'ba* a --><1 .sfiitr of affairs! 

!n fT*at''' wav,, the Bombay 
Cbatnpioosbip' probably reflected 
•toj enlv he slate of the same in 
• be litv *i»day bin also the grow- 
ii-.i; apathy of 'he orKanisioB, the 
\\j!iaravhira !»!•!<■ Tennis 

Avjociaiioii. 

JO *he tins?. *!te flomfiay Cham* 
'lojishio o* ;h** ^'Vosterti Jrjdi'a !*ad 
ilv ;jv>- hi.-en ihv hiBllh'c'T ‘*t Jt Sea- 
ihe players and tans alike 
•Aiiiild look forward to it and the 
iti'f als won!* e-orV ?ealou.vly for 
If. iutcesv. This liniCv however. 
■»verv»ne seemed to Jet mat'ers 
*i «t:' 

tivanied, she non-availabili'y vd 
•h"- venue had pot the MSTTA 
■ It spot and caused a post none 
•Ttei'.i ot the dates. Granted, too. 
0 ti the fresh dates clashed with 
two major events in New I>e!h) 
i'.veii then, rould not the oiganisers 
■'".ave injected some life tiid it'.’'' 
t;;-.- into the championshii's? A<-e 
\!! the leading players of •itv co'*'* 
try stationed in Delhi? 

The MSTTA h.»d ‘o i > o h i 
'WO things to ensme that he Bt-m- 
hay Championship wa'- ence^^attatti 
a colotirfiil affair. (A! The- 'ouKhi 
have been more cjrefui in the 


choice of date. (B) 11*'.' :.h<>uld 
have offered pr'/CMOon-.;' ot some 
other “incentive” a.*: most 'irgani. 
»er.sin the country atedoitn; :oday 

Jl is ridiculous that the MSTTA 
ctiuld not get suitable dates when 
■It) affiliated dob, Khar Gymkhana, 
can organise it.s tournament barely 
a week later and get almosi all the 
•op players in the country. 

1 do riot also believe that ii is 
ini 5 >ossible io flor! a sponsor these 
•.lays becaiisv -rf Rirvernmeni resiric- 
’inns hk! V* Som*^ thiu*' 

.» phariiMCeu'ic i* firm sponsoicd 
,itt ititer sch-e'l .•en.'ti.s fotn-namcjit 
•Ai iht lime of writittg. thei 
til ft is ►.'••'t’.f'. •'• hoi.st ill* Hi 'xhay 
tiyniiili.fo.i r..i- tnif. !'i> ti'iiin.'tnen! 
ti'ii' i !• «. ■ • ■' ■' '••d* Why, 

I sp'.Oi.ti . tiitr-d B.S. r.'Kjtl for th« 
.Challenge Tout nsmen; wh'cb fea- 
••.if ' *.',<■>»:%••'Mer*. nan! anil Bom- 

Pay > ti.|t three only the 'Hher day 
and. u w.is i sell tun. 

C I -• a r I V. the .M.S ri A had nm 
•rteii hard I'linugft 'fhey might as 
"weli have 'iaveit ilmi'selves all th»' 
iifiiher tnr 'here was lU' point in 
holding the !'..':t!!‘j’. fihaoipionship 
IS auntb'.'i- routiiit: jffau- It U.sed 


Im* .1 •‘mini ' 

Tjl'tTTr,! 

wi'ti the K 1'.« r 

Gyulkhaiia 

it.'ivN :•'*%a’ir*.*d, Thi'’'<' -■ 

ill not bo 

j Tiitpl*' major "v—i!' 

1- P'tmbay 

•'rum Si'pientbc 1-t ••” 

t'lo com- 

iiienccment «»f '!*«* “• 

V NTfilSOn. 


iVlia! .,1 Irightenin,: ■rsp.-ci; .Siijay 
itborpade e.i% th- saving ,pace ot 
■he ^•.'«mhay Chainpionship. A .suit 
itminr f'otii Puns', he kii.trke'.i oui 



fresh from his triumphs at the 
Hindu Gymkhana. Rohit Turkhud 
.ind Kamlesh Mehta, the top seed, 
in succession 'and reached the 
men’s singles final where he was 
finally tamed by S. Sridhar. 

Certainly it was a most hearten' 
ing performance and the /uiure 
docs not look so bleak after tul. 
The present, however, is dismal. 

— TOP-SWNNEB 


Advantag*, 

Prada^p 



P K'ADliEP GANDHE has learnt 
to use his tremendous speed to 
:m;v! advantage. The lean, lanky Ma- 
;iara.shtra State champion has no 
mercy on any shuttle even slightly 
■ihurt «f lenpih; he puts it down 
either with a powerful smash to the 
bod.v or a steep half-smash down 
the line. If either .stroke does not 
prove an outright winner, he is al¬ 
ways put. up at the net to pounce on 
the return and tap it away to end 
.he rally. This tactic ha.s enabled 
him to run away with the first game 
against almost all his opponent.H 
this season. 

It is only when he is slowed 
down that he runs into trouble. At 
Ohulia, in the Maharashtra State 
Championships, there was no single 
player who t^as able to reduce the 
pace of the game. Madhur Bezbora. 
who had fully extended Gandhe 
at the recent Hindu Gymkhana 
Championships in_ thu style, did 
not play in the individual event 
(thereby indicating that be would, 
as expecU'd, be pjaying for the 
Combined Universities squad in¬ 
stead r>f for the State): and Sunil 
Vakil, who leached 'he final after 
a coupic ni shock wins, lacked the 
staying power to bother the fit 
Gandhe. 

Vakil's was a gritty performance. 
Bothered for the initial part of the 
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seititon by • nagging knee injury, 
the hefty Hindu Gymkhena player 
waged a last-ditch battle to out¬ 
point battle-scarred old-timer Anil 
Pradhan in a gruelling quarter-final 
that had the capacity sntall-town 
crowd cheering every rally. After 
that, the semi-final was relatively 
easy. 

Sixteen-year-old Amecta Kulkarni 
will be very hard to beat this sea¬ 
son. She gave notice of challeng¬ 
ing the might of the two top Indian 
women. Ami Ghia and Kanwal 
Thakur Singh, by adding the scalp 
of No. 4, Sujata .lain to that of the. 
third-ranked Latha Kaiia.sh, whom 
she had beaten at the Khar Gym¬ 
khana a fortnight ago. Well-built 
for her age, Ameeta is strong 
hitter and'is quick on her feet. As 
a tactician too. .she is showing ini 
provement all the time. 

—SW CURRESPONDENf 

Bombay supreme 

'T' HERE was no team to question 
■ flombay’.s supremacy at Dhiile, 
ill the Inter-District Badminton 
Championships. Bombay maje-sii- 
cully overcame all opposition, the 
inly matches they dropped being 
;he ones they conceded after ma¬ 
king sure uf a winning four-nil 
margin in the besi-of-seven scries. 

llte finals was a cla.sli between 
the traditional district-level rivals, 
Bombay and Pune. But Pone, de¬ 
pleted by the absence of Uday 
P,iwar, had no chance at all. And. 
'!> rub salt into their wound, their 
first tormentor was their fnrmcr 
’.caniniaie, Madhur Bezbora, w h .> 
nad left Pune and now pia.v.s for 
Bombay. Ber-bora, at his .speediest 
best after a .series of excellent pei- 
{•omances in Bombay ever the la.sl 
few week.s (be accounted lor .Siiii 
Pradhan and Oiticsh Khanna, and 
gate a tough time in both Prade-p 



Iii4li.«n Dverseat Bank’s captain .Mohan Uas receiving the 
Tro^y from .Mrs. .Nirmala Ramdas for the winner 
*sf tbi* I.eague Basketball lournamem organisetl 

ty the Pive >' trtob in Madrar 

•.•VIIff.ted, hut It remained in bi 
-cep whether iip-iind-coming junior 
Vmeeia Kuikarni, only l-'i this year, 
i ijoid .score over the experienced 
stroke-player, Sudh.*! Rafna. The 
Pune ph'vcr has always lacked 
Uisiing power.s. .and this same bug¬ 
bear was to pr''ve‘hcr downfall 
.tg.iii’.'.! ‘he fit. sirong Ameeta. The 
match w..'nt the full distance, but 
ifier the midtIle oi the second 
game, it was the Bembay junior 
who dit titled terms to such an ex¬ 
tent b.u Sudha tould muster only 
t citii-iul.-ition p.>inl in the ds-cifler! 

'Phane made their debut in the 
-ompciitioii this .year, and .scored 
ever Maiitied in their opening 
'"oriiy Nagpur put up a plucky 
dispiay.-despite being weakened bv 
ihe .tbsence uf one ot thei.*' two 
women player-,. Their narrow 4..1 
-will i)V'';r Hatnagiri piovided just 
ibout ti e only iiiiil-biting r.Tomenis 
ill the team cbatnpiun.'iliips. 

-^SW CORRf-'tPONDF.NT 



koiee.a . . . lit and .strong 


-i-jMih- it.d l>,-iiti's Vikiani .Singh), 
N'abar on the run 
inr./ugnr-ui -..neir encounter, finish 
•i.g i.t.-.:,-.: :--.--.irii, forcefully, 'O p'l' 

('.-■I'.ibay .tiic-up. 

■Jtitdiay’s vuccoses in Gandhe's 
o!'f i«;,i »,• lltikkii's matches -A-.-re 



Pour studenn; of the IIT, Bombay S. K. Pawar. S. B. 
Bbonsale, B. K. Natidanwar and Kajendra Singh receirtly 
completed a Himalayan Trdk sponsored by Col gate-Palm<dive 
und^ Iheir Young India Communtty Service programme. 
Dieir trek covert Rfathikesh, RudraMayag, Joshimath, 
Pandukeshwar, Badrinaih and Har Ki Pandi and through 
glaciene and over altltnde*! o»'er tit,000 leei 



like Assam Swipioiing Club ha;- 
created a record of sorts . . . 
In its ranks is young James 
Davies (right), a child of a 
year and five months. Jatnes 
covers 53 mecres in tlit- hack 
stroke in 1? minutes 
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rk LACK jsivf.s uf> his QNI* u» 
** double White's QNP’s hopiuK to 
recover the front Pawn with pres¬ 
sure on the Pawn behind in the 


end Kume, but the idea does not 
work and White retains the Pawn. 
The protracted end game is an 
example of masterly technique 
Note how Black's piece.s engaged 
in the 0-side are unable to cope 
with White’s King side operations. 


RUY LOPEZ 
White: Tal 


Black: Gligoric 
(Bugoino, 197S) 

t. PK4. PK4 2. NKB3. NQB.1 3. 
BN5. P0R3 4. BR4, NB3 5. 00, BK2 
6. RKl, P0N4 7. BN3. PQ3 8. PB3, 
00 9. P04. (a) BN5 10. PQ5. (b) 
NQR4 11. BB2. PB3 (c) 12. PKR.3, 
BxN (d) 13. QxB. PxP 14. PxP, 
NB5 l.S. N02. NN3 16. NBl, NKl 

(e) 17. PQR4. PN3 (f) 18. PxP. 
PxP 19. BR6. NN2 20. BQ3, PN5 
(g) 21. PxP, RxR 22. RxR, BN4 
23. BxB. QxB 24. RR7. QBS 2.^. 
BK41, QxQ 26. BxQ. RNl 27. NK3, 
NKl 28. PN4, NBl 29. FR3, NB2 
30. BK2I. NN3 (h) 31. RR5, NBl 
32. BR6. NK2 3.3. BB4, NBl 34. 
PQNS. PR3 35. KN2. KN2 36. KB3. 
KB3 37. KK4. KN4 38. PR4ch!. KB3 
(i) 39. PNSchl, PxP 40. NN4ch, 
KK2 41. PxP. NKl 42. RR6, RN2 
43. RB6, NR2 44. RR6, NBl 45. 
RR3. NN3 46. KQ3. NB2 47. NB6. 
NQ2 48. NxN. KxN 49. RR5. KBl 
50. KB3. RNl 51. KN4, KN2 52. 
RR3, RKRl 53. RKB3, RR2 54. 
KR5, RR5 5.5. PN3, RB5 56. RxR. 
PxR 57. PN6, NKl 58. BN5, NN2 
59. B07, PB6 (j) 60. BN4. NR4 61. 
BxP. NB5 62. BN4. NQ6 63. PB3. 
Black resigns (k). 

(a) 9. PKR3 preventing the . . . 
BNS is almost mechanically played 
here, but White can maintain his 
plus even after the pin. 

(b) Another variation is 10. BK3, 
PxP 11. PxP, NQR4 12. BB2. PB4 
13. PxP, PxP 14. QNQ2. NB3 
(Gulko-Podgayetz, USSR Ch. 1975); 


or 12 . . . NB5 13. BBl, PB4 14. 
PQN3, NQR4 15. QNQ2, PxP fKu- 
rajica-Matanovic Skopje 1976). 

(c) Or 11 . . . PB4 12. PN4, 
PxNP 13. PxNP, NB5 (Kurajica- 
Ivfcov, Vinkovtsi 1976). Eventually 
a draw resulted. 

(d) In the US Championship, 
1977 Reshevsky played against Sol¬ 
tis; 12 . . . BBl 13. PxP, QB2. The 
game was fought to a draw. 

(c) If 16 . . . N(N)xP 17. PKN4 
or 17. NN3 with attack. 

(f) 17 . . . NxRP 18. BxN, PxB 
19. RK4, BK4 (GuIko-I,endel. V. 
Banja 1976) and 17 . . . PxRP 18. 
NK3, BN4 19. BxP. NxB 20. RxN 
(Saks-Elen, Porioroz 1976) turned 
out favourable for White. 

(g) Oil 20 . . . NB5 21. PQN3, 
NQR4 22. PQN4, NB5 23. BxN, PxB 
24. NK3 White has a passed QNP 
and BIstek’s QBP is difficult to save. 

(h) .30 . . . RxP would be met 
by 31. RB3. RN2 32. BR6, NxB 33. 
RxNch, KN2 34. NB4 winning 
Black's QP- Black has nothing bet¬ 
ter than to bide time. 

(i) On 38 . . . KxP 39. PB4, PB3 
40. RRl Black's King will run into 
difficulties. 


(j) Zugxwang; if 59 . . . NR4 
60. BK8 

(k) 63 . . . NK4 would prolong 
resistance, but two Pawn down, the 
Knight should lose to the Bishop 
in the long run. 


END GAME 



..ast week's ending by V. Kalan- 
dadzeandV. Neidze (“Leiu” 1962); 
White Ka4: Bgl; Nh3; Pb7. Black: 
Kh4; Rh8; B*s-d8, e7. Win. 1. PbSQ, 
Bd7ch 2. Kb3, Be6ch 3. Kc2, BfSch 
4. Kdl, Bg4ch 5. Kcl!!, BgSch 6. 
Nf4!l. Rc8ch (if 6 . . . Rxb8 7. Bf2 
mate) 7. Kd2. RdSch 8. Ke3 (or 
el). Rxb8 9. Bf2 mate. 



'^HE Entry-Shifting Squeeze is a 
favourite theme with par-set¬ 
ters, but most Bombay solvers came 
a cropper at it at the All-India Par 
Contest held on August 27, at dif¬ 
ferent centres through the country. 

AQJ 

KJ4 

2 

AQJ654 

(N) 

(S) 

Dummy 


K109 

AQ73 

AK653 

7 


The contract was *6 NT by North 
reached without interference. 
Opening Lead D 4. 

It should be obvious at the out¬ 
set that unless the club suit be¬ 
haves, declarer will need a squeeze 
of some sort. 

Declarer steps up with the D Ace 
in dummy a'>.d West's 10 appears, 


revealing at trick one the lay-out 
of the diamond suit viz. Q J 10 
with West and the outstanding dia¬ 
monds with East. 

Correct technique entails cash¬ 
ing four hearts in order to get a 
count of the other three suits. West 
follows to four rounds of hearts 
and East discards a low club and 
a low spade The qio.sed hand is 
entered via the spade knave at 
which time East's tell-tale eight of 
spades appears. Since no false 
carding is permitted, declarer at 
this stage has an exact blueprint 
of the defenders’ distribution. East 
is marked with two spades, two 
hearts, four diamonds and there 
fore an original holding of five 
clubs. This is the seven-card posi¬ 
tion. 


nil 

AQJB5 

(N) 

(S) 


SPORTING SAM.by Reg Wootton 



Dummy 

KIO 

nil 

K653 

7 

East is still hanging on to four 
clubs and three diamonds. Another 
round of spades would force him 
to unguard one of the minors. De 
clarer has therefore to play his 
spadd Queen but after cashing the 
club Ace, and (a) if East unguards 


44 
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clubsv he plays (he spade 10 from 
dummy retaining the lead in hand, 
gives up a club trick to East and 
establishes his clubs with the entry 
of the spade Ace intact, (b) If 
East unguards diamonds, declarer 
can set up two extra winners in 
diamonds by giving up a diamond 
trick. (He no longer needs a trick 
for his O.T of clubs). 

All he has to do is overtake his 
spade Queen with dummy’s King, 
cash the diamond King and exit 
with a diamond to West, jettison¬ 
ing his blocking Ace of spades. 
The reason for cashing the club 
Ace before playing the spade 
Queen now become.s apparent to 
the reader: West has to be stripped 
of his lone club card which could 
be his exit. 

The full hand: 

AQ.T 

KJ4 


7 r> .■> 4 3 
lOSG-S (W) 

gj»' 

2 


A 0.1 6 4 
(.NT) 


82 


(E) 82‘ 


9874 
K 109 8 3 


(S) 

K109 

AQ73 

AK653 

7 


The only Bombay solver to gel this 
hand was young Rajesb D<dal who 
timed hij plays to perfection. Ra- 
jesh and .Taggi Shivdasani seem 
to have finished first in Bombay 
prevailing over several renowned 
experts. They are probably the 
youngest participating pair in 
India. Their over-all score, how¬ 
ever, is only 41% — a poor score 
for the leaders of a tou^ Bombay 
field. 

Avinash Gokhale, who won this 
event last year partnering Khins- 
wara, played at Poona with that 
wizard of Par — Orlando Campos. 
Orlando claims to have solved all 
his playing Pars. He and Avinash 
seem to have lost out on bidding. 
Their score is around S5%. Whe¬ 
ther solvers from other parts of 
the country surpass this score is 
left to be seen. Generally the win¬ 
ning score is about 80%, but the 
feeling is that this year the Pars 
were tougher and the winning 
score will be lower. We'll find out 
soon enough. 


What is the decision in a kho 
fcho match if the scores are 
^ual even after an mctra inn¬ 
ings is played? 

What is the hockey umpire sig¬ 
nalling uhen he points both 
arms horizontally towards the 
goal? 

What is the width of a volley¬ 
ball net? 



The Referees’ Quia Book, by Reg 
Pune, official publication of I h e 
Football Association (England), 
Pan Books, price Rs. 10, available 
from Marine Sports, 63A, Gokhale 
Road, North, Bombay-28. 

tyi? HILE discu.<ising i h c use of 
yellow and red cards with a 
couple of senior members of the 
Referees Board of the All-India 
Football Federation I gained t h c 
impression that even they were not 
clear about the mechanics and im¬ 
plications of these. One went so far 
as to maintain that a player can 
be shown two yellow cards in the 
same match. Yet Law 12 is very 
explicit that a player who has been 
cautioned, which is the same as be¬ 
ing shown the yellow card, should 
be sent off if he comniit.s another 
cautionable offence, i.e. he should 
be shown the red card He cannot 
be shown the yellow card in the 
same match a second time. 

There may not be as many ser¬ 
ious misconceptions about the pro- 
vision.s of the Laws of the Game, 
but interpretations by some of our 
referees, including the leading 
ones,,are inconsistent when there 
should be no room for it. For in¬ 
stance, a player is pulled up for 
off-side after the hall had been 
played or touched by his opponeni- 
The Law clearly puts the onus on 
the referee to blow for off-side the 
moment the ball is played. He can¬ 
not wait till the ball gets to thi- 
player in the pflF-side position, for 
by then there is a likelihood of an 
opponent ^putting him on-side. If 
the referee had been late in blow¬ 
ing his whistle, he cannot take re¬ 
course to ignoring the clause which 
visualises the player being put on- 
side. 

This book of questions and ans¬ 
wers also makes it dear that a 
linesman should not Hag a player 
off-side unless he is interfering 
with play, which is an importan: 
factor in judging off-side. 

Every aspect of the' Laws is 
dealt with and as the questions and 
answers are based on the Laws as 
they existed from 197(i—there ha.s 


4. Is a pause during the lifting 
of the bar in the two hands 
snatch lift permitted? 

5. If during a chess game it is 
found that the initial position 
of the pieces was incorrect, 
what should be done? 

6. At the commencement of the 
first game in ball badminton 


btten no change since — it is an 
up-to-date guide for both those who 
aspire to become referees and 
would l>e sitting for the examina¬ 
tions and for those who need lo 
refresh their knowledge of the 
Laws and their interpretations. 

There are some interesting notes 
culled from memoranda issued from 
time to tinie by the Football As.su- 
ciaiion, who constitute an impor¬ 
tant pan of the Internaionai Foot- 
ball Association Board, the game’s 
law-making body, besides short 
articles by former Hnglaiid mana¬ 
ger Ron Revie and the referee who 
gave Holland the penalty early in 
the 1974'World Cup final against 
West Germany, Jack Taylor, O.B.E., 
who stre.s.ses that "control must 
never be sacrificed for advantage." 
It is made clear that each game is 
difierent and hence re<|uires .s 
different ailniuie of control. A p.-ru- 
sal of this book will help I'te 
referee do his job better and also 
help 'lie others, like players and 
spectators, undersiand and enjoy 
the game loiter. 

~ SHARP SHORTER 


Sportswords 

(Last week’s suluHon) 



how many serve.v does the first 
team have? 

7. Which is the team’s Back Court 
in basketball? 

ANSWERS; 

1. The match is replayed. 2. 
Penalty corner. 3. I m. <3 ft. 3 ins.). 
4. No. The bar shall be pulled in 
a single movement from the ground 
to the full extent of both hands 
vertically above the head. 5. The 
game shall be annulled and a fresh 
one played. 6. Only three hands to 
serve, while the other team shall 
all hands to serve. 7. The part of 
(he court between the end line be¬ 
hind your basket and the centre 
line. 

— HOSEV MISTRY 


4S 
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Outstanding 7 

R eference lo your ai-ucie 

"ASC oulsUndinK” (Au^. 27). 

If ASC is really ouislandintt, 
why then did they include Rad- 
hey Shyam of Rajpuiana Rifles 
*b assist them in (he All India 
Nehru Cold Cup tournament? If 
they were so good, did they really 
have to look beyond their Corp.s 
to make up their team? 

To be sure, without Radhey 
Shyam, ASC would have been — 
rather than outstanding—standing 
out of the tournament. 

— A. R. Singh (Dchradun). 

'Bingo' v 'matka' 

here was an interesting talk 
•t on Aug. 30, ‘On foreign fields' 
over the AIR. 

Tim speaker informed us tbai 
The Hast European countries are 
planning to finance their Olympic 
teams through ‘bingo* — a game 
commonly known in India as 
‘Iliiusie.' He then wondered whe 
ilier this could be done in India 
also; above all whether this would 
be permitted. 

Well if nur politicians will not 
allow this, we could turn to our 
philanthropic matka kings, and if 
:hcy agree, we can then proudly 
tell the Ea.st European countries: 
“You’ve got your ‘bingo,* we've got 
our ‘inalka!” 

— L. L. D'Souxa (Bombay) 

Whither Moscow 

n EiOPLK are already talking 
about the lt)84 Olympics to be 
held at Los Angeles, and the city, 
perhaps, has begun preparing for 
the Games. B u t what about the 
Moscow Olympics scheduled for 
1980? With 'Some countries enter¬ 
taining thoughts of boycotting the 
Games, it is doubtful whether 
they will be full-fledged interna¬ 
tional championships. And the 
possibility of failure of the Games 
cannot be ruled nui if many na¬ 
tions withdraw their teain.s. Clearly, 
prospects for Moscow seem rather 
gloomy at the moment. 

— Raju Shah (Bombay). 


Astounding 

I N your Aug. 27 issue, Suresh 
Babu, in an article by Binoo 
John, says that Mr. Cheema, did 
not know what decathlon was. It 
is absolutely astounding that an 
athletic manager llhould be igno¬ 
rant of the various facets of the 
sport. 

If it is true that Cheema was 
not aware of the meaning of the 
term decathlon, I should like to 
know on what grounds he wa.s 
selected as India’s athletic manager 
for the Commonwealth Games. 

— Tarun Banerjee (W. Bengal) 

A good match 

t T is disappointing that leading 
West Indies cricketers will not 
tour India later this year. Even so, 
their somewhat inexperienced team 
cannot be dismissed as push-overs. 


and with the standard of Indian 
cricket being what it is, we can — 
with a fair amount of rationality— 
expect a close contest in the forth¬ 
coming Test matches. 

— Ramesh Bade (New Delhi). 

Transfers in vain? 

V T is, indeed, unfortunate that 
after effecting transfers of two 
world class ifootballers — Argen¬ 
tina’s Osvaldo Ardiles and Ricardo 
Villa — Tutenham Hotspurs should 
be roundly thrashed by Aston 
Villa. It is quite evident now that 
two outstanding players do not 
make a match-winning combination. 

Apparently, much was made of 
the transfers of Ardiles and Villa 
earlier, and hence. Spurs’ defeat 
was quite unexpected and some¬ 
thing which they weren’t prepared 
for 

— Subhash Mehta (Bangalore). 





Ni-:in Batra, 14 

.Ic "Meghdoot”, 

12, Rowland Road, 

Calcutta 700 020. 

If(>bbie.s; English mu.sic, football, 
.swimming, cricket, reading, hoc¬ 
key, table tennis. 

Suferata Roy, 14 
SS.'g Rammohan, 

Miikherjec Lane, 

.Shibpur, Howrah (WB) 711 102. 

Collecting players' photo, ’foot¬ 
ball, cricket, 

Balram K. Bha(t. 17 
Bhatt Halram K, 

122, F Bipin Park. 

Hindu Colony. 

Road No. 5, 

Dadar, Bombay 400 014. 

Cricket, h o c k c .v, *tiinip.s and 
coins, pen friends. 

I.iakath Aii Khan, 18 

c 'o Rahimaii Khan, 

Brudipet 1/4 Cross Road, 
Guntur (AP>. 

Playing Lricket, reading iiuvcls, 
listening tr. old Hindi songs, 
music. 

Diwakar Mehta. 18 
C'O R. O. Mehta & (!u., 

G. T. Road, Asansol. 

Cricket, hockey, reading, muvics. 


Vinu Nayar, 18 

264 c. R. B. Avenue, 

Calcutta 700 019. 

Cricket, movies, table tennis, 
travelling. 


Santiranjan Sarkar, 21 
Technology Hail, 

25, Ballygunge Circular Road. 
Calcutta 700 019. 

Cricket, football, reading. 

Kam.Babu, 21 
Chowdary Pet, 

Krishna Lanka. 

Vijayawada 520<X)2. 

Penfriend.ship, cricket, s > a m p 
collecting. 

V. Muihuganesan, 21 
73 Tanjore Road, 

Tiruchirapalli 620 {X)8. 

Playing baiminton, chess, read 
ing book.s, slamp-collecting, 
correspondence. 

A. M. Gewda, 22 

B. B. W. Bolwar Puitur, 

P.O. Puttur S. K. 574 201. 

Cricket, hunting, swimming. 

Suresh J. Mehta, 25 
7, Divvijay Pl,»t. 

Ca.vatri Niwas, 

Jamnagar .361 005, 

(Gujarat). 

Stamps exchange, view cards, 
coins, music. 

Dr. Shashi Kant, 25 
16, Dammaiii Ors. 

Ravi Bazar, 

Rikarncr, Rajasthan. 

Sports and games, music, 
traveliiiig. 

P. N. Mohan, 26 
No. 4 New Colony, 

Tulicorin 628 003. 

Collecting cricket photos, 
pen friends. m»vie.s 

Sayyad Bashir, 30 
P.O- Box 564, Dubai. 

'Collecting stamps, cricket, 
football. 
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9I0HAN AC 37'78 


Regd No ; BYW / 147 



Clearly a collector's item. 

Carrying the stamp of quality and class. 

Endorsed with an international seal of approval. 

Admired by the discriminating lot everywhere. 

Acclaimed and respected highly as they go. 

Mark them well. They are fabrics from Shll Ambica MIUs 
Shri Ambica Shri Arbuda. Sliri Afbllda MOli 
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milk and sugar. 


Two giving drink, 

a delicious, energy 9 « 

Give your children ^ _ yyj^h the extra 
? dly It helps P[py«** bodies. , 

energy they n®®^ J®' ^,0 up with theitll 

And you need It too... 
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Bournvita 


with mor# 


, Mo^re Ccc'.j 
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English selectors have decided 
not to burden Geoff Boycott with 
much responsibility during their 
Australian tour. So, while selecting 
the MCC squad, they chose Boo 
Willis as vice-captain, and left Boy¬ 
cott with the task of scoring runs 
in Australia—nothing more . .. p 6. 


Indian cricketers, who will tour 
Pakistan later this month, will un¬ 
doubtedly receive sybaritic treat¬ 
ment. Besides the enormous 
amount.s of money that they will 
earn, the players will enjoy such 
facilities which would liken them 
to VIPS . . . p 7. 

America’s recent experiment 
with international cricket was met 
with indifference, ignorance and 
victory for the home team. While 
the American side comprised main¬ 
ly of Guyanese immigrants, the 
World XI had some of the finest 
international players whose even¬ 
tual defeat was, perhaps, due to im¬ 
possible ground conditions . . . p 9. 

The women cricketers and the 
Association of Indian Women Cric¬ 
keters have finally reconciled after 
a three year silence. The women 
cricketers requested for better faci¬ 
lities and both the Association and 
players promised complete co¬ 
operation . . p 10. 

Participating for the second time 
in the Women’s World Hockey Cup, 
Indian girls are likely to encounter 


stiff opposition at Madrid. Besides, 
India’s performance so far on astro¬ 
turf has. at best, been mediocre. 

.... p 22. 


Field Marshal Manekshaw has, 
very quickly, adapted himself to 
the conditions and mdtters con¬ 
cerning the Ail India Council of 
Sports. The AlCS chief, who has 
been looking into the selection of 
various Indian teams for the Asian 
Gaines, has requested the Educa¬ 
tion Ministry (Delhi) that all re¬ 
commendations should be sent to 
him, while the AICS reserves the 
rights to alter or make suggestions 
. . - . p 31. 

After a disastrous dirolay at the 
Montreal Olympics, US girls are 
back to claim their swimming su¬ 
premacy. At the World Swimming 
Championships in West Berlin, the 
Americans swopped up most of the 
gold medals, while l&year-old 
Tracy Caulkins was clearly the 
most outstanding swimmer with 
five wins ... p 33. 

Manitou brought off the much 
anticipated victory in the Indian 
Turf Invitation Cup at Hyderabad 
last Sunday, and established an 
astonishing record of hat-tricks for 
owner Ranjit Bhat ... p 39. 

FEATURES: Chappelli ... p 12; 
Profile ... p 18; Buzzing around 
. .. p 37; Sportswords ... p 37; 

Chess . . . p 44; Bridge ... p 45. 
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Surjit Singh 

T he star of the hockey 
nationals at Madurai was 
Surjit Singh, the sturdy full 
back of the Indian Airlines 
outfit who is tipped to lead 
India’s team for the Asian 
Games at Bangkok. 

Writes Rayan Amal Raj of 
The Indian Express; “Though 
it was team-work that triumph¬ 
ed, one man stood head and 
shoulders above the others ... 
Surjit Singh was surely the out¬ 
standing player of the tourna¬ 
ment. No other player had 
been as consistent as Surjit 
was. He exuded confidence. He 
was cool and collected, firm 
and steady. He read the vary¬ 
ing situations in an uncanny 
manner to be in the right 
place. It was his sterling show, 
more than that of anyone else, 
that helped Airlines emerge 
the best.” 


Comment Khalid Ansari 

Wanted: More indoor stadia 

rv* HE Bombay Gymkhana-Boost Invitation Badminton Tournament 
^ which ended last Tuesday was an eye-opener in many respects. 
■|fl|MypHii||nnnek For one thing, it underscored the hiatus in 
siandard.s between Commonwealth Games “golden 
boy” Frakash Padiikone and the others who com- 
peted. Most distressing of all was the fact that the 
V * younger players displayed abysmally poor physical 

fitness and were lacking in the basic attributes of 
reflexes, speed, stroke reproduction and positional 

Barring a few shortcomings, the tournament was well-organised in 
keeping with the high standards of the traditional sporting instiluiion 
(hat is the Bombay Gym. What really sets apart the organisational ability 
of this club from many others is a team of efficienl, dedicated, self, 
effacing workers — and empathy, a concern for and appreciation of the 
needs and problems of the players. Small wonder then that the tourna¬ 
ments organised by this insiitutiou in the various disciplines attract 
the cream of the nation's sportsmen. 

One atspcct that stood out although not quite as conspicuously 
as alleged murderers in a .servicemeii’.s reserved train compartment—was 
the inadequacy of unreserved seating accommodation. In the later 
stages as many as .SbO spectators per day had to be turned away, em¬ 
phasising yet again the dire need for an indoor .stadium of the likes 
of the beautiful Netaji Subhush Stadium in Calcutta which, unfortunately, 
is not being put to regular use. 

Bombay, eulogised as urbs prinia in Indis a misnomer today, boasts 
of two grossly under-utilised cricket stadia (with another grandiose 
one in the making, as though two weren’t enough!i and a surfeit of 
others most of wttich are not used even by the canine species. 

There is immediate need foi a sciciilifically-planned, well-equipped 
multi-purpose indoor sports stadium to cater not only to the many 
important indoor games tournaments held in the city, as in other cities 
of India, but also to provide regular practice and prt^er coaching 
facilities to the thousands of youngsters who do not have the minimal 
sports facilities. 

Far, far better to have our youth engaged in sporting pursuits than 
for them to hang about at street-corners or in cinema-houses, coffee- 
shops, discotheques and the like. Constructively chunncllise the energies 
of our youth through sport and you will have better Indians of tomorrow. 

The busine.ss hous.» and sports lovers of the city of Bombay, as 
elsewhere, have always responded readily to any deserving sporting 
cause. There is no reason why they should not do likewise for an indoor 
sports stadium to be used regularly for spurts and sports alone, not for 
melas, rallies and other ‘tamashas’. The need unquestionably'exists and 
the money can be forthcoming provided the right people go about the 
project in the right way. Government can give the lead by allotting the 
necessary land at a central location in the burgeoning and over-crowded 
concrete jungle which Mumbai (ami other cities) are getting to be. 

Will the youthful and sports-minded Chief Minister of Maharashtra 
«how the way? The city’s sportslovers will be eternally grateful to him 
if he does. 

The adage about the rest of India following tomorrow what Bombay 
does 'oday may no longer hold good. But what is true of Bombay is 
certainly true for the rest of the country in this respect. 






**We still face the pace test in 
Australia but now we can retali¬ 
ate.” 

—^Mike Brearley. 

"Obviously something is wrong 
somewhere. Are the timings 
taken during the trials correct 
or is it because of doping?” 

—Flying Sikh Milkha Singh. 

"Finish him? . . I am finished 
myself.” 

-- P. C. Chengappa’s retort 
while playing Frakash Padukone 
at Bombay Gymkhana. 


“We know Australia can always 
produce a special player, but I’m 
confident our all-round strength 
will win the series.” 

—^Alec Bedser. 

“Fm not going to roll over for any¬ 
one, 1 will not lose it — some¬ 
one else must win it.” 

—Jimmy Connors after his three- 
hour struggle to beat Panatta in 
the US Open quarter-final. 

"It’s been too much. I’ve had an 
overdose. I’ve been playing vir 
lually non-stop at home and 


abroad. Feel tired and stale — 
it’s no fun playing that way. 1 
could certainly do with a break.” 

—Frakash Padukone after 
winning the Bombay Gym. 

tournament. 

"He’s too little to be a heavy¬ 
weight. 1 really believe 1 can 
win, but be (Spinks) might, be¬ 
cause he’s crazy." 

—Muhammed Ali about hi.s 
opponent, whom he calls ‘Stinks.’ 
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Big snub for Boycott 


I^EOFF BOYCOTT accepted the 
harsh reality of a situation he 
has suspected for years. 

England’s selectors want the 37- 
year-old Yorkshireman for his runs 
.... and nothing more. 

They confirmed it by naming 
Bob Willis as Mike Brearley’s vice¬ 
captain when they announced a 
party of 16 to defend the Ashes in 
Australia 'his winter. 

And all chairman Alec Bedser’s 
perfectly plausible reasons for ta¬ 
king the job away from Boycott 
could not hide the truth of the 
matter. 

They did not like Boycott’s abra¬ 
sive style when he captained the 
side in one Test in Pakistan and 
three in New Zealand after Brear- 
ley broke his arm during the last 
tour. 

And clearly they do not want 
him taking over again in the event 
of another injury or even a repeti¬ 
tion of Brearley’s dismal summer 
form costing him his place. 

As Bedser himself put it: “Our 
bowling is very strong, our fielding 
brilliant and our wicketkeeper 
magnificent. All we need is Boy¬ 
cott to get a hundred in each Test 
Match and we’re home i td dry.” 

Fortunately, Boycott has grown 
old enough and big enough to take 
the snub and not do anything silly 
like taking liis bat home to his 
Fiizwilliam backyard. 


But it does seem a scurvy way 
to treat a man who is expected to 
play the major role in retaining 
the Ashes he did so much to win 
last year. 

So the ofiicial reasoning behind 
the vice-captaincy decision is to^Ibt 
Boycott.concentrate on his batting 
. . . and to encourage countless to 
give their best young players more 
responsibility. 


"Willis is a senior man among 
tlie younger ones.” said Bedser. 
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“He ha.s a lot of flair and has done 
a lot of good things for England 
both in the dressing room and on 
the field. 

"In the old days when I was 
playing, the varsities produced a 
steady supply of potential captains 
in their middle twenties. 

“But nowadays counties tend to 
appoint their senior pro or an over¬ 
seas star and we would like to give 
them a lead to appointing poten¬ 
tial England player.s as captains.” 

The only surprise in the party 
is the choice of Roger Tolchard as 
wicketkeeping deputy to Bob 
Taylor. 


India — and he can field anywhere 
as well.” 

With Geoff Miller retained be¬ 
cause of worries about the length 
of the tail, the final choice was 
between Derek Randall and Chris 
Tayare. 

Randall got the vote because he 
has done all the selectors asked of 
him this summer, and as Brearley 
said: “It was in all our minds that 
he has played an innings at Mel¬ 
bourne that few players in the his¬ 
tory of the game have matched.” 

—PAT GIBSON 

England will win 


Yorkshire’s David Bairstow who 
seemed the obvious choice was as 
distressed by the decision as Tay¬ 
lor himself. It was two years ago 
when Tolchard gained preference 
over him for the Indian tour. 

And none of the younger wicket¬ 
keepers, who are working hard at 
their specialised trade, can have 
been particularly encouraged 
either. 

But Eedser eimlained: “This 
took more ti,ne tnan anything and 
Bairstow is very unlucl^. But if 
you look at the last five or six ser¬ 
ies the reserve wicketkeeper has 
hardly played in a Test so we look¬ 
ed for a utility player instead. 

“We’re still a bit brittle in our 
batting .so we went for someone 
who could peihaps get a hundred 
in a State match and, if one or two 
people lost form, play as a batsman 
in a Test. 

"Tolchard did that successfully in 


HE Winter series between Aus- 
tralia and England i.s perhaps 
the most crucial in the long history 
of Tests between the old adver¬ 
saries. 

Pride, as always, is at stake. So. 
too, is cricket’s future. 

For this series could strike a 
telling blow for the supporters of 
“real” cricket whose game is threa¬ 
tened by a formidable, yet partially 
superficial rival in World Series 
Cricket. 

Thus, it is imperative that enter¬ 
tainment prevails throughout the 
six-Test series in an effort to ob¬ 
literate the counter-threat of Pac¬ 
ker cricket that will be played at 
the same time. 

And after England’s crushing 
victoria over Pakistan and New 
Zealand this summer, I have no 
hesitation in tipping them to defeat 
Australia in the rubber. 

—DENIS COMPTON 
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VIP care for the players 


vvr HEN Samuel Gromphers, the 
** famous trade unionist, was 
asked what he wanted, he barked a 
one-word reply — "MORE.” Every¬ 
body is an Oliver Twist at heart. 
The average international cricket 
player has as many commercial 
cells in his body as any bloke who 
has signed on for Kerry Packer. 
And cricket’s latest phenomenon 
ha.s brought him greater apprecia¬ 
tion and better monetary rewards. 

Administrators throughout the 
world, including those who are 
lucky enough to find rich sponsors, 
have realised that the player is 
entitled to a larger sUte of the 
cake. The Indian Board is no 
exception. 

The players selected to tour Paki¬ 
stan will Be treated like VIPs. They 
wilj get Rs. 12,500 — fifty per cent 
of it before they leave the country 
— for about 45 days’ work. In 
addition, there will be appearance 
money of Rs. 2,000 for each of 
the three Tests and a weekly allo¬ 
wance of Rs. 500 which will be 
paid in foreign exchange on a tour 
for which all the expenses of the 
players and the two ofiicials will 
Oe borne by the Board. 

There will be air travel insurance 
of Rs. 100,000 for each mtimber 
of the team. The players will also 
be insured against injury. The In¬ 
dian international has never had it 
so good. But the players associa¬ 
tion, exploiting the time-honoured 
privilege of collective bargaining, 
wants more! 

The draft agreement that each 
tourist will have to sign has fol¬ 
lowed a familiar pattern. There 
will be a levy of monetary fines 
for indiscretions and misdemean¬ 
ours. The Board has decided to 
treat the players as adults. There is 
no ban on drinking. But excessive 
consumption of alcohol will leave 
a player open to the strictest pos¬ 
sible disciplinary action. The Board 
will be the final arbiter in such 
matters. No player should be allo¬ 
wed to forget his duties and obli¬ 
gations to his team and his coun¬ 
try. 

No player can quibble at the 
reasonable curfew imposed. The 
players will be required to check 
into their hotel rooms by 11.00 p.m. 
on playing days and by mid-night 
on non-playing da^s. Little Cin¬ 
derella never had it so good! 

The gag on the players, who 
cannot make a quick buck out of 
the media, is nothing new. Don 
Bradmain violated such bans in his 
playing days. The money he earn¬ 
ed from tne media was consider¬ 
ably more than the penalty enfor¬ 
ced by the Australian Board. What 
the great Don lost on the swings. 



he picked up on the roundabouts. 
He even wrote critical appraisals 
of players he had helped to select 
on the lour of England when the 
Australians were overcome by 
Lakeritis. 

It is the fashion for active play¬ 
ers to rush into print. Their opin¬ 
ions about colleagues can lead to 
mtsundersiandings and a good deal 
of heartburning. Bedi has been 
naturally nettled by Prasanna’s re¬ 
marks about his ability as a skip¬ 
per. The Board’s curbs on such 
outbursts in print was necessary to 
maintain team-spirit. And then, of 
course, there is the six-month oath 
of secrecy. 

An important clause in the con¬ 
tract for players in all Test pla.y- 
ing countries today is the one-year 
ban on appearing in any match 
which is not sanctioned by the 
ICC. But the monetary penalty is 
not prohibitive and some smart 
nperator.s can still be lured to 
serve under Packer’s pirate flag. 

NIS gymnastics coach Tandon is 
a good conditioner, But nobody can 
work miracles in ten days. It was 
not possible for all the players - 
invited to report to the Bangalore 
camp in time. Form at the nets 
can be deceptive. And the only 
yardstick for the selection of the 
touring party will be the four-day 
Irani Cup match between Karna¬ 
taka. the Ranii champions, and (he 
Rest of India. All the players in 
the running for a berth have been 
included in the short list of twenty- 
five. 

It is extremely doubtful that a 


specialist seam bowler, like Kapil 
Dev or Burman, will be chosen in 
preference to a tnedium-paced all- 
rounder. But would DhiraJ Par- 
Sana be more of an asset than 
Madan Lai? That is one of the 
thorny points to be sorted out by 
the selectors. 

Ved Ruj has liie makings of a 
top-class wicketkeeper. Will he be 
blooded into the big-time 'on this 
tour or will the selectors vote for 
Bharat Reddy a.s the under study 
to Kirmani once again? 

The time will soon be at hand 
when India will have to think in 
terms of replacements for some of 
our world<lass spinners. And it 
may be some consolation to know 
that there are good lads like ilans 
and Narsimha Rao, already stand¬ 
ing in the wings. 

But the general indication is that 
the touring party for Pakistan may 
.show only one substantial change 
from the team that went to Aus¬ 
tralia. And that could be the re¬ 
placement of a batsman, say Ashok 
Mankad, who was not a particular 
success. He ma> be replaced by 
cither Anshiiman Gaekwad or 
Sharma who still has a strong lobby 
plugging his claims. 

There is no ban on endorsements 
and the private sponsorship of a 
player by a commercial firm. Good 
money can be picked up from 
such gimmicks. And if India win 
the series, the sky will be the limit. 
So go to it, boys! 

—RON HENDRICK-S 
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Tears for Somerset 


E very cricketer with an atom 
of sympathy in his ones, in¬ 
cluding Richard Gilliat’s Hamp¬ 
shire team, will have felt a pang of 
sorrow for Somerset when they lost 
their second trophy in 24 hours 
off (he last ball of their John 
Player League match with Essex. 

It hurt them in the pocket—two 
wins instead of two losses would 
have made o difference of £6,!>0U 
— but just as much it hurt their 
pride. 

For they and Essex are still the 
only counties among the 17 not 
to have won a title. 

Only for Ian Botham, top scorer 
both days, will the morning after 
bring consolation with the an¬ 
nouncement from Lord’s of Eng¬ 
land’s party to tour Australia. 

Four years ago, Hampshire found 
out what it was like to have a 



Champagne for Viv Richards— 
cricketer of the month of 
August when he nearly took 
Somerset to two tide wins 

prize snatched from under their 
noses when a completely washed 
out championship match against 
Yorkshire at Bouriicinouih enabled 
Worcestershire to creep past them 
with four bonus points at Chelms¬ 
ford, where rain held off just long 
enough for Norman Gifford, with 
seven tor 15, to bowl out Essex for 
84. 

Y e 1 when Brian Rose, Somer¬ 
set’s captain, reviews the most 
agonising week-end’s cricket in his 
and their experience, he should 
trace the moment when it started 
going wrong to his decision to rest 
Joel Garner and Botham when 
Sussex were struggling at 120 for 
four in the Gillettee Cup final. 

Sussex had just seen a winning 
position of 105 for one slip to one 
of crisis with three wickets falling 
to the Test bowlers in a fgw overs. 


One more wicket when Paul Phillip- 
son joined Paul Parker and they 
could have been finished. 

At that moment, Rose’s judgment 
deserted him. Persuading himself 
he might need Garner’s and Bo¬ 
tham’s remaining overs for a tight 
finish, he brought back his me¬ 
dium-pacers and let the Sussex 
youngsters build a recovery with¬ 
out coming under pressure. 

The fact that Sussex had nearly 
seven overs in hand when they won 
by five wickets showed how wrong 
Rose had been. 

Players' poll 
on Packer 


NGlAND’s 300 county cricket- 
are to be polled about 


E 


ers 


their feelings on Kerry Packer's 
World Series Cricket before they 
go their separate ways. 

Acknowledging the impossibility 
of getting enough players together 
to make a special meeting practi¬ 
cable, the Cricketers Association 
have sent letters to their represen¬ 
tatives on each of the 17 county 
.staffs a.sking them to carry out 
individual polls. 

Warwickshire opening bowler 
David Brown, Sfi-year-old Chairman 
of the Cricketers' Association, the 
players’ trade union, thought up the 
poll. 

“Its purpose is to collect t h e 
views of the players quickly in 
order to give the Test and County 
Cricket Board as much warning as 
po.ssible lof the likely outcome of 
our AGM next April, assuming 
WSC and the International Crickei 
Conference haven’t come to an 
agreement in the meantime,” said 
Brown 

One. pr.iposing that memher.s of 
the association should refuse to 
play one-day cricket against tour¬ 
ing teams including Packer play¬ 
ers, would, if passed, prevent Eng¬ 
land from entering u team in next 
year’s WoriJ Cup, assuming West 
Indies and Pakistan go ahead with 
their present plans to pick their 
“rebeh.” 

“Polling the players in this way 
is a compromise,” said Brown. 

“Ideally, I should have liked a 
meeting but it was obviously going 
to prove impossible to find a date 
before many of the players went 
nff to their winter coaching jobs. 
Another obstacle was that by our 
constitution we have to give 28 
days’ notice of a special meeting.” 


Brown was understandably wor¬ 
ried about the possible consequen¬ 
ces of letting things ride to April, 
which was the wish of Association 
President John Arlott until he was 
talked out of it. 

Brown recognised that by then 
it would be too late to prevent 
chaos to the 1979 English pro¬ 
gramme if players supported any 
one of the three anti-Packer pro¬ 
posals held over from the meeting 
at Edgbaston last spring. 

The 17 County representatives 
will report players views to the 
Association Executive Committee 
on September 18. 

Then, if anti-Packer feeling ia 
running strong, TCCB will nave 
six months to try to ward off pos¬ 
sible “industrial action” compared 
to a mere fortnight if their first 
intimation of a strike followed tbo 
Association's April meeting. 

Kent win 
championship 

IT ENT are county champions 
again — and Essex have yet 
to win a major trophy in 102 years. 

Alan Ealham’s team won the 
title when Derby's No. 11, Alan 
Meltor. swept Essex left-armer Ray 
East for three to end a drawn 
match at Southend. 

“It’s absolutely fantastic.’’ said 
Ealham. To win the Benson and 
Hedge.<i Cup and now the cham¬ 
pionship in my first year as skip¬ 
per exceeds all my dreams. 

“We were disappointed at 
BournGitiniith when Hampshire beat 
us, but I had the feeling we might 
win it without having to play again. 

Keith Fletcher. Essex's captain, 
said; “The lads are tremendously 
disappointed at losing so narrowly. 
We batted and bowled attractively, 
as we always try to do. but it wasn’t 
enough. 

Essex ne-cded 12 victory points 
at Southend to slay alive in the 
race — and were on target all 
ihrou^ the final 20 overs, after 
setting Derby 186 at a run a 
minute. 

East took four wickets in the last 
hour, but could not split the last 
pair, Mike Hendrick end Mellor, 
who fell two runs short of their 
own victory target. 

Now, with one game each left, 
Essex are on 258 points, with Kent, 
joint champions with Middlesex 
last year, uncatchable on 285. 
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Americans cool to cricket 


12 yards. Oscar Durity steered the 
US to victory with seven overs and 


HE United States' ‘Operation 
Cricket’ arranged to give cric¬ 
ket in America a boost appears to 
have failed from all accounts, 
according to Sunil Gavaskar, who 
along writh Bishan Bedi, had team¬ 
ed up with some of the Packer's 
super stars to play a one-day, 35- 
overs match in New York against 
the Americans on September 2. 

The World XI, as it was called 
assembled by Burt Smith, a re¬ 
sourceful West Indian business¬ 
man, was one that would enthrall 
the most enthusiastic of cricket fans 
the world over. It was an awesome 
line-up with Barry Richards, Roy 
Fredericks, Majid Khan. David 
Hookes, Greg Chappell, Mushtaq 
Mohammad, Sir Garfield Sobers, 
Tony Greig, Alan Knott, Sunil Ga¬ 
vaskar, Biwan Bedi. Andy Roberts 
and John Snow. 

The American team, which beat 
the World XI by seven wickets, 
comprised mostly of Guyanese im¬ 
migrants, some of whom Gavaskar 
remembered having seen during 
India’s 1976 tour of the West 
Indies. Oscar Durity played a major 
role in the home team’s victorv. 
Shivnarane too excelled. The All 
American XI had just one Indian 
in their team, but he too was of 
West Indies background. 


The playing faclitles provided 
for this match were, perhaps, the 
worst for any match involving such 
big names, The pitch at the huge 
Shea Stadium —• where stands slide 
back and forth merely by pressing 
a push-button, so as to increase 
the pla^ng area for different sports 
—^had been prepared for a football 
match the previous day, with white 
chalk markings for the American 
football match still visible. The 
surface was not grassy. Small strips 
of coconut matting were laid on an 
unprepar^ dirt surface, which is 
used as the baseball diamond. 
I^ough, strangely enough no one 
knew how to fix the matting and 
stretch it 


"Mushtaq Mohammed and I help¬ 
ed the hosts to lay it properiy." 
said Gavaskar. “Moreover it was 
the fear of batting on such an un¬ 
predictable matting surface that 
spelt the doom of the World XT 
batsmen,’’ he added. The lunch and 
tea arrangements also left a loi to 
be desired. 


three wickets to spare. He scored 
of a long week-end when the city- 41 with two sixes. Dr, John Mille- 
folk flee to the country Just across ner, a New Zealander took four 
the street the US Open tennis was wickets, 
in progress at Flushing Meadows. 

And to top it all the tickets were The victory is a morale booster 
priced at 10 dollars, much more for the Americans who will be par- 

than for a baseball match. The ticipating in the next World Cup 

organisers expected a crowd of in England in 1979. They would 

15,000 at least, but there were hard- have been happier to see the 

ly 5,000 pr^ent. The Americans, crowds mustering in strength, par- 

for whose benefit the show was ticularly the Americans. Lack of 

arranged, were conspicuous by pre-match publicity, owing to a 

their absence, while immigrants press strike in New York( also had 

made up most of the crowd. More- adverse ithpercussions. Even the re- 



Gavaskar ... getting ready to strike 


over, the staff of the British Em- action of the media to the match, 

ba.ssy boycotted the match because promoted by a Black, was luke- 

of the presence of Tony Greig. warm. 

The matting wicket caused pro- This victory followed the IIS’s 
blems to the World batsmen. “No “ West Indian 30 iMt 

one wanted to get injured at the 

start of a long and important sea- World Cup, but they should gear 

son," Gavaskar added. Richards fell “P the awilable talent. There 

for 1.3. Gavaskar and Fredericks many Indians who. at present, 

took the icore to 75 for two before "9* “ worth their while to 

the latter was out for 41. Gavaskar spend time and money on long 

then played on, trying to cut, for Ravels for matches. All in ml, 

18 after which Chappell. Majid, Gavaskar hehevw that it will take 

Hooke.s and Mushtaq all fell cheap- enormously long time for cnc- 

ly. Sobers and Greig who came at emerge as a rival summer 

No. 9. looked like staging a re- sport to baseball — if at all it does 

covery. It appears that Sir Gar- ~which, at the moment is a popu- 

field's knees have stiffened and he 1®^ spectator sport in the US. 

finds it difficult to swivel. Predict- 


Long grass in the outfield slowed 
down the ball and there was no 
one to atop intruders like a TV 
crew, who often wandered In front 
of the squaro-lag umpire to film 
ahota to enable American public 
to knew “Why anyone would want 
to catch a 5} os. lump of leather 
that ia as hard aa a rock.’’ 

The timing of the match, too, 
was improper. It was the Saturday 


ably, he was run out to the dis¬ 
appointment of a large West Indian 
section of the crowd. Greig hit a 
huge six but the World XI made 
no more than 123 in the 35 overs. 

The Guyanese batsmen in the 
US side thumped Roberts and Snow 
off the backfoot around as Snow 
could not muster up enough pace, 
what with their run-ups limited to 


The match was played during 
the "Ramsan” month and Majid 
Khan, a Mohammedan, quipped, 
“1 can come herq every year and 
since you can’t see the sun through 
the maise of akyacrapers, you need 
not observe 'Rosas' and can eat 
throughout the day!’’ 

—SHARAD KOTNIS 
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Things are getting better 


A GREAT deal of water has 
passed under the bridge since 
I last reported on the women’s 
cricket scene in India (May 1978). 
At that time the sport was labour¬ 
ing under every possible handicap. 

The intervening period has seen 
the formation of the Association 
of Indian Women Cricketers 
(AIWC), a body composed of play¬ 
ers bent un protecting their sport. 
State players associations have also 
been formed in Bombay, Karna¬ 
taka, Tamil Nadu, West Bengal 
and Maharashtra. 

M. K. Sbarma, former ’'God¬ 
father” administrator, has resigned 
from the AIWC and Jammu and 
Kashmir's Ashulosh Sharma has 
taken his place. Gager to make 
amends with the ulayers this new 
committee sent a letter to Shantha 
Kangaswamy inviting her to be 
come a member of their Executive 
Committee. Upon arrival at the 
August meeting, Shantha was told 
that she had ’’observer” status only. 

Waves of players protest ensued 
at the Jaipur Coaching Camp. One 
training session was boycotted and 
63 girls sported black armbands. 
A meeting was then called bet¬ 
ween the officials of the AIWC 
and the discontented players and 
finally after three years of silence 
the two sides thrashed out all their 
grievances. The AIWC apologised 
sincerely for the snub to Shantha 
and promised to amend their con¬ 
stitution to include players repre¬ 
sentation as soon as possible. Both 
sides promised co-operation and a 
feeling of confidence could be felt 
right throughout the camp. Players 
requests still to be met include 
minimum qualifications for selec¬ 


tors, the inclusion of the captain 
on the selection panel, improved 
transport and financial arrange¬ 
ments, stimulation of the sport at 
junior levels, the progressive 
transfer of power to women and 
assistance to flayers having diffi¬ 
culty in obtaining leave. 

“We are finally on good terms 
with the AIWC,” says Shantha. 
"There ace still many points to get 
straight but the basic understand¬ 
ing IS there. We are all very opti¬ 
mistic over the helpful attitudes 
shown by the President and new 
Secretary of the AIWC. 

There was a markedly different 
climate at this training camp as 
the newly “liberated” players test¬ 
ed their wings and exercised their 
new off-lhc-field freedoms. Perhaps 
there could be said to be an ele¬ 
ment of over-reaction here as key 
players “bunked” training sessions 
and openly flaunted former camp 
rules. 

This is understandable after a.s 
long a period of restriction, but 1 
would hope this temporary cupbo- 
ria settles down before too long 
and that these new freedoms do 
not go too much to the girls heads. 
There must be discipline at na¬ 
tional level sport, sponsors money 
must be respected, order players 
must still set an example for jun¬ 
iors and there must be no substi¬ 
tute for hard work. The two years 
between now and the third World 
Cup must be a period of consoli¬ 
dation for Indian Women’s Cric¬ 
ket, a time of responsible and 
determined action to improve In¬ 
dian’s world standing. 

— PAULINE BUNCF. 



Sliantha Rangaswamy . - . confidence relume 
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POLLY UMRIGAR 

TFACHES YOU CRICKET,., 16 

SUNIL GAVASKAR 

DEMONSTRATES' 


HOOK Whan to play: When a ball is delivered with some speed and is 

pitched short, either on the stumps or on the leg side and comes chest- 
shoulder- or head-high. To play this stroke, the batsman steps 
inside the line of flight and hooks the ball behind square leg. 


How to play: 

Move back 
and across with 
the right foot. 


As the bail 
rises towards your 
chest or shoulder, 
swing it away 
somewhere 
between square 
leg and the 
wicket-keeper. 


Raise the toe of 
the right foot and 
use it as a pivot to 
turn the body 
around in a half 
circle while playing 
the hook. The 
batsman follows 
through by facing 
the wicket-keeper. 


If the bail 
bounces head- 
high, it is 
advisable to duck 
and leave it alone 
as one cannot 
coritroi the hook 
shot in such cases. 


Do not hit the 
ball very hard as 
there is a risk of 
mistiming the shot 
and hitting the ball 
straight into the 
hands of the fielder 
at deep leg. 


1 ' - 
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The Ugly 

(Vr OU chaps are a very good 
team, but you’re a bunch of 
bastards on the field.’ Whenever 
T think of that remark, directed at 
the Australian team during our 
1975 tour of England by an un¬ 
known gentleman, it brings a smile 
of sati.sfaction to my face. He was 
probably right for, although we 
didn’t deliberately set out to be a 
‘bunch of bastards' when we walk¬ 
ed on to the field, I’d much prefer 
any team I captained to be des¬ 
cribed like that than as ‘a nice 
bunch of blokes on the field’. As 
captain of Australia my philosophy 
was simple; between 11-00 a.m. and 
64X1 p.m. there was no time to be 
a nice guy. 1 believed that on the 
field players should concentrate on 
giving their liest in the team, to 
themselves and to winning; in other 
words, playing b a r -d apd fairly 
within the rules. To my mind doing 
all that left no time for being a 
nice guy. 

That approach to cricket earned 
the team its fair share of .success, 
li also led to us being referred to, 
by the press and many cricket sup- 
jiorters, as ’the ugly Australians.’ 
1 think the first time 1 heard that 
phrase used was in New Zealand, 
during our tour there in _ 1974. It 
was perpetuated by En.^Ush cric¬ 
ket writers during the 1974-75_MCC 
tour of Australia, especially in re¬ 
ference to an incident in the fourth 
Test in Sydney involving Dennis 
Lillee and a couple of the English 
players, and it continued to be said 
against us more bitterly than ever 
in England in 1975. 

In a way I wasn’t surprised when 
I h e 'ugly Australian' accusations 
were made against us in the games 
against England and New Zealand. 
There was never any suggestion 
of it during the 1970-71 series 
against England, or on the tour of 
England in 1972. Then, of course, 
we were good bloke.s whom the 
English regarded as easy prey on 
the field. Once we began playing 
well and winning, the jealousy 
started. The people who used to 
think we were great blokes began 
looking for a weakness in our team. 
And if they couldn’t find that weak¬ 
ness in our ability they looked 
elsewhere. To make the situation 
worse, I believe the Australians 
suffered from some very distorted 
press reporting. Not only did some 
English journalists make mountains 
out of molehills on many occasions, 
they sometimes even went as far 
as to dream up incidents. During 
the 1975 tour some of the English 
papers not only sent their cricket 
writers to watch our games, but 
also other reporters whose sole ob¬ 
jective was to dig up muck-raking 


Australians 

stories about (he Australians. That 
sort of thing didn’t particularly 
bother us, in fact we probably 
came a closer-knit team because 
of it. In addition, we found that 
as the team enjoyed more success, 
we gained more confidence. We 
always went on to the field feeling 
as though we would win, but I’m 
sure many Mople took our self- 
confidence the wrong way. They 
interpreted this confidence as arro¬ 
gance, and from there it was an 
easy step to the ugly Australians. 
I’ossibly at times we did things 



incident hols up 


national cricket level are very im- 
poriant. 1 believe the players’ faci¬ 
lities in New Zealand are less than 
Test cricketers expect. In Welling¬ 
ton. for instance, the wind seems 
to blow all the time, yet the play¬ 
ers are expected to sit in deck 
chairs on the hill, overlooking the 
ground. No matter what the tem¬ 
perature, that was the only place 
for players to watch the game. I 
refused to sit out there in the cold 
wind before 1 went in to bat and 
went to the lunch-mom, where I 
found a view of the game and rea¬ 
sonable warmth at the same time. 
We placed tables and chairs in such 
a position that we could see over 


that up.set some people. I don’t 
say wc were 100 per cent pei^ecl, 
but I do say that we weren’t any 
worse than any other cricket team 
1 have played or been involved 
with. 

I believe the anti-Australian- feel¬ 
ing began with our tour to New 
Zealand in early 1974, the first tour 
by a full Australian Test side to 
that country. As soon as we arrived 
we could detect the animosity to¬ 
wards us which arose, I’m certain, 
partly because the New Zealanders 
felt that for a long time Australia 
had done little to encourage the 
growth of first-class cricket with 
its nearest neighbour. Another 
minor reason, I believe, stemmed 
from the great competitiveness bet¬ 
ween the two countries in rugby 
football, a game where Australians 
in New Zealand seem to have built 
up a reputation of 'hitting first and 
asking questions afterwards.’ 

It was an unhappy tour all round 
for the Australians. There were 
a number of reasons for this, in¬ 
cluding seemingly unimportant fac¬ 
tors such as the standard of facili¬ 
ties for players, which on an inter- 


the top of the crowd. I’d been 
there for about twenty minutes 
watching i h e opening stand bet¬ 
ween Redpath and Stackpoie when 
a woman told me in very blunt 
terms to move because she wanted 
to set the table for lunch. I replied 
that I was quite comfortable, I was 
padded up to bat and that ^e 
coaid have the table when I went 
out to the wicket. Of course this 
incident didn’t endear us to the 
luncheon ladies and it was pro¬ 
bably jus) one of many incidents 
that contributed to the ‘ugly Aus¬ 
tralian’ image. 

The Turner snafu 

The incident that undoubtedly 
caused the greatest furore among 
our critics was the clash between 
Glenn Turner and myself on the 
fourth day of the second Test in 
Christchurch in 1974. So far I have 
deliberately kept quiet about that 
incident becatite I nave always be- 
Ueved that yrfaat happens on.lhs 
field should stay there. But sftw 
having read so many diiferant ver¬ 
sions of it, 1 want to put the record 
straight. It all started late on the 
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fourth day, with NZ about 3/160 
chasing 230 runs for victory. Off- 
spinner Ashley Mallett was bowling 
to Brian Hastings with Glenn Tur¬ 
ner at the other end. Hastings 
lofted a shot from Mallett into the 
outfield. It was clearly a four but 
many of the New Zealand support¬ 
ers in the large crowd stood up 
and signalled ‘six’. Umpire Bob 
Monteith, a young chap, who was 
umpiring in his first Test match 
turned to the scorers and signalled 
six. 

As far as I was concerned it was 
obviously a four — it bounced be¬ 
fore hitting the wire fence sur- 


Turner, called him a little so-and- 
so and told him once again to shut 
up. 

According to Turner's book, he 
believed I made these comments 
to unsettle and needle him. That's 
not right. I made the comments 
purely because he annoyed me. If 
I had wanted to needle him, I 
would have done it a lot earlier. 
I don’t believe in needling good 
players because they usually play 
a lot better when they have some¬ 
thing to prove, or someone to prove 
it to. Turner also claimed that I 
threatened to have him on in the 
dressing-room or anywhere else. 


I had said to him. By that stage 1 
was near boiling point and told him 
to ‘get on with the bloody batting.’ 
Then I told him to 'shut up and 
.stop annoying my players. It’s got 
nothing to oo with them, they’re 
net interested.’ Rod Marsh later 
told me that I had just beaten him 
to saying the same words. As far 
as 1 was concerned, that was the 
end of the Turner incident. But 
when we got back to our dre.ssing- 
room Frank Bryant, our manager, 
told me that the New Zealand team, 
and Glenn Turner in particular, 
were looking for an apology. A 
little later the NZ captain, Bev. 
Congdon, came in and told me 


rounding the ground. 

There was a cement 
gutter about eigh¬ 
teen inches wide 
surrounding t h e 
grassed part of the 
oval and running up 
to the wire fence. 

There is a ridiculous 
rule at this ground 
which means that to 
be a four, the ball 
has to clear the 
grass, run across the 
and hit the 
But for a six, 
the ball only has to 
hit the gutter on the 
full; it doesn’t have 
to clear t h e fence. 

So when Bob Mon¬ 
teith signalled six, 1 
immediately ran 
from slip down the 
wicket. When I gut 
near him I said, ‘Lis¬ 
ten, Bob, tell me 
where that bloody 
ball bounced’. All I 
wanted was his opin¬ 
ion. If he thought 
the ball had cleared 
the fence, 1 was go¬ 
ing to argue. If he 
thou^t it had boun¬ 
ced in the gutter, I 
couldn’t have argued 

with him because it would have Again untrue. I’m not someone Turner wanted an apology. I told 

been simply a matter of judgment who could he classed as a ‘physi- him that Turner ‘can sing for his 

or mis-judgment. But before Bob cal’ person and I’ve never offered apology.* 

had time to answer, Glenn Turner, to have a fight with anybody. Any- Turner subsequently told the news 
who was standing a few feet away, how, after 1 had made the com- papers that he would never change 

turned and started talking to me. meats to Turner, umpire Monteith m the same dressing-room with 

I wasn’t interested in what Turner said to me, ‘I’m sorry, it was a me. He must have known more 

had to say; it was a matter between four not a six.’ He cancelled the than me, for I had never piayed 

umpire Monteith and myself. Tur- six, resignalled ‘four’ and 1 went in the same team as him and at 

ner was the batsman at the other back to slip. 1 was told later by that stage, never looked like doing 

end and he should have kept out Doug Walters that Turner was onlv so. But ■ few years later fate threw 

of k. So when Turner interrupted trying to tell me that he had al- us together, as Turner and I were 

I told him to shut up, that it had ready explained to the umpire that both in the Wanderers side that 

nothing to do with him. I tnrned the hall was a four and not a six. toured South Africa early in 1976. 

back to the umpire and rraeated Doug criticised me for speaking As members of the same team it 

the question. Once again Turner to Turner the way I did but to me was obvious we would be changing 

interrupted. He started ming some- that was irrelevant because the in the same dressing-room which 

thing, 1 don’t know whathecause matter had nothing to do with Tur- we did. By then any animosity had 

I wasn’t listening to him. This time ner; it w a s purely e discussion gone, as 1 had spoken to Turner 

I said to Turner. ‘I’ve already told between the umpire and myself. fo clear the air An England just 
you to shut up, now keep your ,, , . ^ before the start of the 1975 World 

nose out of it’ And for the third UnfprtunateW the matter didn’t Cup series. He re^:lproceted during 
**2®**iy* ** *“4 there. Soon after, Hastings the SouA African tour so at far as 

ball had bounced. For the third took e single, which brought Tur- I’m concerned the whole thing is 

time. Turner interrupted before the ner to the batting end. As soon as dead and forgotten, 

umpire could answer. I was becom- he go; there, Turner began com¬ 
ing extremely angry. I turned to plaining to Rod Marsh about what Copyright; Rupa & Co., New Delhi 


fuller 

:ence. 
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A decline, sad—no more 


fjpHE Saturday before last 1 hap- 
^ pened, quite by chance, to 
at (he Calcutta South Club. Satur¬ 
days are member's days and there 
is normally a fair turnout of 
people: waiters, looking neater than 
usual, struggle to cope up with 
demands for fresh lime and 
Flurry’s cakes; wives cluster to 
show off theit recently acquired 
dresses, parents talk with all the 
joy of virginal discovery that their 
little darlings are budding Bjorn 
Borgs or Martina Navratilovas and 
old timers convince one another 
that their age was indeed the glo¬ 
rious Eden when Dhyan Chand 
dwelt and Appa Rao span. 

Last Saturday did not appear 
any different. On what is called 
South Club Centre court Chiradeep 
Mukherjee was playing Balaram 
Sin^—two old South club hands 
having a Saturday afternoon game, 
except there was a thin line of 
chairs stung across the centre 
court. Somebody was actually sil¬ 
ting in the umpire’s chair and a 
large man in a very red jersey 
enthusiastically cheered every time 
Balaram Singh won a point. He was 
later identified to be the Railway 
Manager, and this was in fact a 
crucia] singles in the semi-finals of 
the Inicr-State Tennis Championship 
between Bengal, the holders, and 
Railways. It could not have been a 
more intriguing situation. Bengal’s 
Premjit Lall had been beaten by 
Railways’ Narendra Singh — the 
first lime Lall had lost in an inter- 
\tate match in almost 20 years — 
and Chiradeep Mukherjee was 
•Struggling to avoid defeat against 
Balaram Singh. 

P.S. Do come 

rpHIS was the national team ten- 
nis championships—^India's own 
internal Davis Cup — the very 
basis of the game and the place 
and the tournament which should 
discover future tennis players. 
Events, one would think, of some 
importance not far behind the Na¬ 
tional Hockey Championships at 
Madurai and certainly well ahead 
of the Bardoli tournament and the 
Times of India Open Table Tennis 
Championships—ail three of which 
completely overshadowed the ten¬ 
nis. In fact you needed to be a 
fairly diligent reader of the Cal¬ 
cutta Statesman to discover it 
(none of the papers outside Cal¬ 
cutta appear to have even bother¬ 
ed). And the announcement car¬ 
ried this instructive postscript; "To 
popularise tennis in West Bengal, 
the Bengal Lawn Tennis Associa¬ 


tion had decided not to change an^ 
admission money’’ which means: 
olease come, we desperately want 
some people there. In response to 
this pathetic appeal there were 
at least ten people more than the 
record crowd at last year’s final 
which was watched by a stagger¬ 
ing total of three non-members, six 
males, the bearer^ Bansbi and 
Bhagwan and the South Club cat 
whose ability to select the ri^i 
tennis occasion or the best food 
table is legendary. 

As a tale of the decline of ten¬ 
nis in Beitgal it would be sad — 
no more, tbough South Club has 
been the home of Indian tennis for 
long_ its fall like that of once great 
empires is, perhaps, inevitable. Nor 
was the tennis of that week-end 
articularly memorable. The heavy 
alk made control difficult, it was 
early .session play the combined 
ages of the players, on view was 
well into three figures and all of 
them are, as they would admit 
themselves, more of a walk down 
memory lane rather than a look 
at the future — except for Chira¬ 
deep Mukherjee and he is sadly 
lost to the easy comfort of Calcutta 
commercial life. 

Yet there are several things 
about the week-end which cannot 
be dismissed as a yearning for nos¬ 
talgia. There wa.s the i.heer anarchy 
of an important event. Bengal 
players did not know who their 
captain wa.s. Nobody even seemed 
to know why and how the tourna¬ 
ment is held though I am told it is 
better organised in ithe smaller 
towns and there was the callous 
disregard for players. At the end 
of five close matches victorious 
Bengal received a polite thank-you- 
very-much from S. K. Sen. the 
AILTA Secretary, the Railway play¬ 
ers struggled to get some fresh 
lime and everybody who is any¬ 
body in Calcutta tennis talked of 
the November Grand Prix, the 
Delilah that so entices our tennis 
Samsons. 

is the director of the Grand 
^ Prix and a more lovable 
grandfatherly director could not be 
imagined. (1 prefer ‘Dado* — the 
more expressive Bengali word for 
grandfather). But whether Sam 
Manekshaw will also be attracted 
by Dadu’s qualities remains to be 
seen. I would love to be there 
when Sam Maneksltaw meets S. K. 
Sen both of whom should find the 
experience memorable. 

The Field Marshal has not bad 
much time to .spare from hockey 
and Edmonton but when he does 


he will find it rewarding to inves¬ 
tigate this latest entertainment of 
the All India Lawn Tenni.s Asso- 
ciaion which could be descritjed 
as the Krishnan Bharatanaiyam: a 
performance climaxed by the re¬ 
cent announcement that Ramana- 
than Krishnan is to return as Davis 
Cup captain in place of Premjit 
Lall. Many had predicted even 
after his first matrh as captain 
that Lall wouldn'i last — he was 
far too straightforward, far too 
decent for our complicated tennis 
world. It was in early April or May, 
I understand, that Krishnan was 
first approached. Krishnan, whose' 
shrewdness off the field is as well 
known to fellow tennis players and 
officials as his shrewdness on the 
field is to tho great mass of tennis 
followers, hesitated. He had burnt 
his fingers before with the AILTA 
and probably did not want to burn 
them again. 

Dubious record 

EMEMBER, two years ago 
Krishnan, while on tour in 
America, suddenly learnt that he 
was no longer Davis Cup captain 
and had been replaced by his 
friend Premjit Lall—not even so 
much as thank you Krishnan. An 
official announcement said that the 
reason for the change was that Ra- 
mesh was eliuble for Davis Cup 
selection and his father as captain 
would cause a conflict of loyalties. 
Today, Ramesh is all the more 
eligible for selection having, in the 
meantime, become National cham¬ 
pion and could well be .selected but 
suddenly the conflict of loyalties 
vanishes. Our associations and 
sports bodies have always had their 
curious sense of logic, serving their 
own selfish interest and their own 
maddening party politics which 
would probably baffle Machiavcili 
and Kautiliya put together. 

But this amazing Bharatanatyam 
(new school) here we have Krish¬ 
nan, here we don’t have Krishnan, 
here we have Krishnan again — 
must create some .sort of record 
for dubious words and untracc- 
able wheeling-dealing. No doubt in 
time the officials will come up 
with their own remarkable expla¬ 
nation. It will be good for a laugh 
and tennis will go on dying. 

And finally, the most important 
of our tennis officials was missing 
from South Club. Dilip Bose, 
AILTA .secretary, was 1 understand 
catching up Bjorn Borg at Flushing 
Meadows, New York. No wonder 
the South Club cat was looking so 
lost. 
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Goa on the go 


HE n«w football season has be* 
gun on a very spectacular note 
for Goa as three leading outfits 
have reigned supreme in three ma¬ 
jor oulstation tournaments one 
after another. At the outset, Dempo, 
who had thrice lost the Nizam Gold 
Cup, won the championship this 
time with a last minute goal by 
Nicholas in the replayed finals 
against holders Central Excise from 
Hyderabad. 

Salgaocar outstripped Dempo in 
the race for the Rangavilas Cup in 
the Puttiah Memorial tournament 
at Bangalore, defeating Vasco 
Sports Club in the replayed finals 
by a solitary goal; while Sesa Goa 
won the Visak Trophy at Visakha- 
patnam. fiesa have a speedy and 
dashing forward in Gokuldas, a 
student of Dempo Commerce 
College, and their left winger, 
Francis Rodrigues, a prominent 
goal-scorer appeared to have re* 
gained his form. Remedies did not 
concede a single goal in the tour- 
iiantcni, which shows his worth to 
the team. Both Salgaocar and Sc.sa 
have achieved their maiden success¬ 
es in a major outstation tourna¬ 
ment this season. 

Goa has a strong side o play in 
the 35th National Football Cham¬ 
pionship at Srinagar. Nicholas 
Pereira who has worn Indian 
cnluiirs five times so far, is the cap¬ 
tain of the 18-member team which 
iiicliides another four internationals 
— Krahmanand, Prakash, Francis 
and Machado. A possible first 
eleven line-up could include: Brah- 
manand, Socorro Vassu, Nicholas, 
Rosario, Machado, Arnold, 
Francis, Andrew Bento, Prakash 
and Antonio Zoao. Joseph and 
Oscar are good defenders by any 
standard. Machado and Arnold 
should prove more assertive in the 
iiiid-field. Both have long range 
shots. 


In attack Francis, Aiurew, Pra¬ 
kash and Antonia have all distin¬ 
guished themselves as forwards of 
a high standing. Dionisio of Dempo 
and Samsher of Sesa can play use¬ 
ful roles in the forward line. Un¬ 
doubtedly the team has the balance 


to accept the challenge from stron¬ 
ger opponents. Goa plays its first 
match against Rajasthan and, on 
the previous occasions that Goa had 
met Rajasthan, the latter were 
routed 4-0 at Juliundur in 1074, 7-1 
at Calicut in 1975 and 7-0 at Patna 
in 1977. Thrice Bengal has denied 
Goa an entry in the finals of the 
Santosh Trophy, Goa’s challenge 
having ended in the semi-finals at 
Madras in 1971, in Goa in 1972 
and at Juliundur in 1974, Goa had 
beaten Karnataka to take the third 
place at Juliundur and was the 
only team not to concede a goal 
against hosts Punjab who thrashed 
Bengal by six goals in the finals. 


Brahmanand Shankawalkar had 
stopped the penalty kick taken by 
Gurudev Singh to deny Punjab a 
win against Goa. That was in a 
quarter-final league match in their 
group. Goa is certainly a force to 
reckon with iii the Nationals this 
time. 


Ciatar Goans 
champs 

TJ* OUR years after forming t h e 
^ team, Qatar Goans emerged as 
champion of the Expatriates Foot¬ 
ball League — there is another 
league which is exclu.sively for 
Qatar Nationals. They won by a 
margin of three points over Wan¬ 
derers, who are composed mainly 
of players from Great Britain, some 
of whom have performed profes¬ 
sionally in the English and the 
Scottish Leagues. 

Like last season, the Goans made 
an impressive start to their cam¬ 
paign and were unbeaten at the 
halfway stage. By the end of Jan¬ 
uary they had dropped only three 
points from three draws and had 
e.stab]ished a five-point lead over 
ultimate runners-up Wanderers and 
two over United, who also have 
several players from Britain. 

Around this stage of the com- 
pelition, both Wanderers and 
United strengthened their squads 
further by importing more players 
from Britain. The two thus newly 
put paid to the aspirations of Qatar 
Goans. Wanderers defeated them 
in.a light match, but by then Ae 



Dempo Nizam Gold Cup theirs at last 



— AJIT K. MOVE 



Sesa Goa • • - Visak Trophy winners 
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Qatar Goans . 


Goans had clinched the League 
title. The Goans .scraped home in 
most of their .second leg matches, 
while Wanderers and United scored 
thumping victories. 

The situation called for great 
heart in clinging on to the advant¬ 
age gained in the first leg, and 
Qatar Goans proved they will not 
be found wanting in that essential 
quality for success. This they dis¬ 
played most emphatically in the 
cnicial second leg encounter with 
United, winning 2-1. 

It was just as well that the Goans 
won that match, for the next match 
.saw them suffer their first and 
only defeat. They went down to the 
vastly improved Wanderers by the 
odd goal in five. The second leg 
clearly demonstrated that had Wan¬ 
derers and United fielded the same 
teams from the start 1 h c Goans 
may not. have licen able to gain 
their maiden success in the cham¬ 
pionship. 

This is undcr.scored by the re- 
sul's of the Cup. Qatar Goans, 
however, hud ;i chance to reach 
the final. lint they went down by a 
.solitary goal to KDS, who were 
formerly Gulf Housing. The final 
was won by Wanderers, who drove 
home their superiority over KDS 
by three goals in two. 

The mainsta.ys of Qatar Goans 
this season were Sudhir, the for¬ 
mer India, Maharashtra, Goa, 
.Mahindra and Mahindra and Vas.;o 
Sports Club goalkeeper, who 
brought all his wealth of experi¬ 
ence and skill to earn narrow vic¬ 
tories, especially in the second leg, 
Ernesto Braganza, Newton D’Souza, 
Salvador, the former Panvel Club 
uiaycr who will take over as coach 
from Nicholas “Bobby” Fernandes 
next season. Sudhir will take over 
next season as captain from Ernesto 
Braganza, 

—- SW' Correspondent 

Killing England 

U ECENT transfers of a few 
foreign footballers to English 
clubs have led Alan Hardekar, 
chief executive of the Football Lea- 


league winners 

gue, to warn English sttccer that in 
as short a time as ten years Eng¬ 
land would not have an internatio¬ 
nal team. 

This foreboding may appear silly 
and trifling. But it has a plausible 
parallel with cricket in England. 
When the counties chose foreign 
players to play in the English sea¬ 
son, an influx of international 
cricketers could, perhaps, hove de¬ 
prived some younger, enthusiastic 
players in their own country. 

Similarly, if English soccer be¬ 
comes increasingly a foreign affair, 
says Hardekar, many of their 
young prospects may not get an 
opportunity of proving that they 
too, are of international class. 

Revie's request 

D on REVIE, the Leeds boss, who 
was banned from English soc¬ 
cer twelve months ago, has had his 
request for a personal hearing 
with the Football Association 
granted- 

Revie was suspended following 


his defection from the England 
managership to the United Arab 
Emirates, when he failed to ans¬ 
wer a charge of bringing the game 
into disrepute. 

Said Revie, who is in England 
at present: “1 am going to answer 
the charges against roe. 1 was in 
Dubai when they were made, and 
this i.s the first real chance I hava 
had to attempt to answer. 

“I have applied fur a hearing 
and now it is a matter of fixing 
the date. Everyone is jumping to 
the conclusion that I am intending 
to return to English football No¬ 
thing could be further fruiu the 
truth.” 

Players blamed 

S COTLANlV.s ageing socror. 

councillors have dumped t h e 
blame for World Cup disaster 
firmly at ihe feei of the players. 

The Scottish 1*.A.—meeting in 
Glasgow U) disriis.s a S,00(t-word re¬ 
port on the Argemimnn fiasco • 
were told by cbatriiiaii of the inter¬ 
national and Selection Commiiiee, 
Tom Laorhlnn: 

“No matter what arrangemenis 
the commiiiee make or what the 
manager may do, ii the tciiin does 
not produce form on the day, they 
mu.st fail. And they did not pro¬ 
duce form in the first two matches. 

“T h e biggest di.sappoinlmcnt 
was the failure of the team to exhi¬ 
bit traditional Scottish spirit and 
fight. Only time will tell whether 
we will re-establish ourselvtss at 
inicrnaiional level.” 

The players, while admitting 
they did not play well, are bound 
to rc.scnt (he entire blame being 
heaped on them. 


A-JCaJLi X3%r aCJEjCJS €3&-A,IMCJEI! 
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Samaresh—slight spitfire 


A t the turn of the sixties two 
young wing halves emerged 
who would be on the nation^ 
football scene for some years. Of 
the tw(K Sham Sunder Manna (no 
kin of former India skipper Sailen 
Manna) made less of an impact 
because bis tendency to check the 
flow of the ball made him slow 
and iiabte to be caught in posses¬ 
sion. Samaresh Chowdhury has 
written his name in bolder letters, 
though his beginning was rather 
insignificant. Not because he lack¬ 
ed skill, but because he was too 
slight of build for the hurly-burly 
of mid-field play. 

Chowdhury then was in his early 
twenties and weighed just a little 
over 50 kgs. Almost a decade later, 
he weighs perhaps just the same; 
his lean, wiry body hasn’t develop¬ 
ed, though with East Bengal and 
Mohun Bagan he has not lacked 
the fncan.s. At Coimbatore during 
the second Federation Cup in May 
he remon.strated that he was not 
getting enough mutton to replace 
what he had expended in strenuous 
morninf; workouts. Others suffer¬ 
ed as much; only Pintu, as he is 
known, wa.s more vocal. Fast Ben- 
ga]'.s manager and coach got over 
the language barrier and .sei things 
right. 

But you can give him ail the 
mmton, cliickcn and fish he desire.s 
and still his frame will not tip the 
scales any more than it had previ¬ 
ously. In this he i.s more like for¬ 
mer India Thonia.s Cup badminton 
player Uaita Dhoiigade, or his erst¬ 
while colleague and former India 
skipper Mohammed Habib. But, un¬ 
like Habib, he does not give the 
impression of being indefatigable 
or gritty There is not so much of 
steel in him. 

Chowdhury’s family is from 
Chittagong, now the principal port 
of Bangladesh. Even today, after 
living almost all of his 30 years in 
Calcutta and its districts, he stilt 
retains an accent that sets him 
apart from his other Bengali-speak¬ 
ing colleagues — they naturally 
form the majority — and as P. K. 
Banerjee remarked it is nut always 


easy to catch the nuances in a con¬ 
versation. But his football is easy 
to follow. 

And that is what brought him to 
light in the IFA Shield of 19M 
when he represented 24 Parganas 
District. His form with Benuttola 
in the Calcutta Second Division 
League had been nothing to set the 
Hooghly on fire. Wari quickly saw 
the potential of the 24 Parganas* 
youngster and it was at that club, 
one of the nurseries of Calcutta 
football, that Pintu took the firm 
roots that subsequently saw the 
flowering of his genius. 

Joining Wari did Chowdhury a 
world of good. For, at that club, he 
was guided by Bagha Shome, one 
of the fine.st coaches, who had 
been in charge of the Indian team 
to the 1958 Asian Games among 
others. Shome is a ^eat believer 
in nurturing and bringing to the 
surface inherent talent, not in 
stultifying it with methods unsuit¬ 
able to a player. 

Bagha Shome helped Pintu deve¬ 
lop more and more of his undoub¬ 
ted ball skills and hone them to 
combat the more ready methods of 
the less skilled. For three years 
Chowdhury stayed and imbibed all 
that he could in the less tense 
atmosphere at Wari Athletic Club 
before joining East Bengal Club 
in 1970 at the start of their all- 
conquering period during which 
they won the Senior League title 
for a record number of six years, 
besides every other trophy in the 
country. Even foreign opposition 
in the shape of North Korean, 
Iranian, Malaysian Thai and West 
German sides could not halt East 
Bengal in those years. 

Samaresh Chowdhury, who won 
India’.s colours for the first time 
on the 1971 cultural exchange visit 
to the Soviet Union under the cap¬ 
taincy of his present club coach, 
Arun Ghosh, was one of the key 
men in the recent halcyon days of 
the club. With Gautam Sarkar, he 
farmed the best pair of wing hal- 
ve.s in the country, each comple¬ 
menting the other in a way that no 
other pair did. While Sarkar could 



and did much work -in breaking up 
opposition moves and helped the 
deep defence, Chowdhury found 
himself free to use his skill in 
setting up his forwards on the 
road, to the rival goaL This la a 
job he relishes. 

Soon after Chowdhury joined 
Ea.st Bengal, the club were faced 
with a crisis of riches. For, besides 
Sarkar and Chowdhury. the club 
also had on their books the grace¬ 
ful attacking wing-half, internatio¬ 
nal Mohan Singh. It would have 
been an unpardonable sin to leave 
out any of the three and waste 
talent. Coach P. K. Banerjee sol¬ 
ved the problem by switching to a 


Colour blow-up Samaresh 
Chow^Miry on facing page. 
Transparency: Nifchil 


three-man mid-field, in which 
Chowdhury made many surges 
doVrn the left. Pintu would just as 
well stay back and give rein to 
Mohan Singh's penchant for attack 
on the rii^t. 

Mohan Singh did not Iasi long, 
but Sarkar and Chowdhury con¬ 
tinued to form the base for much 
of East Bengal’s successes, with 
Sudhir Karitiakar the only other 
player to play as vital a part in all 
those years. The others. like Habib, 
Shyam Thapa and B h o w m i c k 
ebange'd allegiances. Chowdhury, 
too, did in. 1976, playing his only 
sea.son for Mohun Bagan, and ibe 
older of the two traditional rivals 
won the League pennant that .year 
and broke East Bengal’s run of 
victories. When he returned to F.ast 
Bengal in 1977, while Sarkar, 
Suhdir Karmakar, Shyam Thapa, 
Habib and Akbar made Mohun 
Bagan the strongest team on paper, 
and scored one of the goals in less 
fancied East Bengal’s 2-0 victory 
in the vital League encounter, he 
prompted observers to remark that 
the team he assists turns up trumps. 

This assessment was proved 
wrong this year, which was not 
really surprising, as in the final of 
the IFA Shield and the semi-final 
of the Rovers Cup last year Mohun 
Bagan had avenged the League de¬ 
feat. The Shield final was evidently 
one way of forcing into submission 
Chowdhury and with him his team. 
It was a doubtful method though, 
the intimidation with raised foot 
and rough tackles. 

Chowdhury, however, redeemed 
his reputation, if not of East Ben¬ 
gal. in the Rovers Cup; he refused 
to be cowed down or to try to pay 
back in the same coin. He was the 
outstanding performer, nay his dis¬ 
play was by far the best by an in¬ 
dividual in tha tournament last 
year. 

— SW CorrcsiHnident 


18 


SPOKTSWXEX, 8BPTEMBEK 17. 1978 









Men, memories & skills 


ly EW hockey matches today pro- 
duce those superb, enthralling 
goals which were the hallmark of 
the glorious years when India do¬ 
minated international champion¬ 
ship. The short passes and con¬ 
trolled stickwork now appears to 
be obliterated from Indian hockey, 
giving way to the more robust, hit- 
and-run tactics of the European 
nations. Often too, moves are ill- 
planned — but that national cham¬ 
pionship at Madurai did bring off 
a few glimpses of the past, al¬ 
though rather spasmodically. 

Ashok Kumar, the famous son 
of the legendary Dhyan Chand, 
tilled his role as an inside-forward 
admirably. There was great verve 
and imagination in his display. He 
was never a marksman in the 
image of his father, but the man¬ 
ner in which he got Grewal, Gur- 
charan, Ghafoor and Merwyn Per 
nandes cutting through the Rail 
way defence, in the final, with 
measured pa.sses was, indeed re¬ 
markable. 

Indian Airlines and Railways, the 
two obviously strongest teams in 
the tournament, each vying for the 
championship after they were joint 
winners last year, played a rather 
subdued match. The only goal in 
the second leg (of the final) re¬ 
sulted from a scrimmage, which 
followed a cornu r-hit by Snrjii 
Singh. Railway’s goalkeeper Ashok 
Dewan, who demonstrated unflinch¬ 
ing courage and anticipation in 
chocking several of Airlines’ 
attempts, padded away Surjit’s 
drive. Ghafoor, on the left flank, 
was awkwardly positioned to score, 
sent the ball to the better placed 
Govinda. 

Govinda’s ten-yard hit shook the 
post to its very base, and right¬ 
winger Gurcharan pounced on the 
rebound for a pot-shot. But ulti¬ 
mately, it was Sukhbir Singh Gre- 
wal, who took advantage of the 
melee and rammed the bail into 
the net. 

Indian Airlines were more for¬ 
tunate against and surprisingly de¬ 
termined Tamil Nadu defence. 
Nevertheless, sustained attack on 
the hosts’ goal-mouth right from 
the bully-off brought the Airlines 
their only breakthrough midway 
during the first half. 

Jalaluddin at left-wing produced 
a terrific burst and set Govinda on 
the way for a final assault. But the 
former Olympian was obstructed 
which resulted in two successive 
penalty corners for the Airlines. 


Surjit, indeed, made no mistake 
as he smacked the ball straight 
into the goal. 

Railways, on the other hand, 
squandered several scoring oppor¬ 
tunities. In their match against the 
Services, Varinder directed a per¬ 
fect hit diagonally to winger Ish- 
tiaque, thirty yards towards his 
left. Ishtiaque brought the ball lo 
the right and flipped it bark from 
the goalline for Ravi Kumar to 
strike. But that’s where this bril¬ 
liant move terminated. Ravi Ku¬ 
mar, like most other forwards to¬ 
day, hesitated a ii d, consequently, 
bungled an incredibly simple op¬ 
portunity. 

Still, Railwa.y$ had their mo¬ 
ments of glory in this.match. Just 


when the Services appeared to be 
dominating the game during the 
first leg with both teams tied at 
one-all. Railways surged ahead mid¬ 
way through the second half Ish- 
taq Hussain, playing at left-wing, 
moved to the right and lapped the 
ball to M. P. Singh, who deflected 
it well toward the Services goal,, 
while Ravi Kumar delivered the 
coup de grace from near the goal. 

Both Railways and Indian Air¬ 
lines met wi'h unusual resistance 
in their quarter-final matches, and 
scoring goals became monumental¬ 
ly burdensome. 

Railways’ formidable line-up did 
not seem to deter Bombay, but 
with one goal down, Bombay’s 
equaliser, under the prevailing cir¬ 
cumstances, was quite unexpected. 
After Clarence centred along the 


goalline. Railways’ defence got into 
a tangle, and Kaushik made the 
most of the confusion to send the 
ball past Ashok Dewan. 

That goal led to a tie-breaker, 
which looked to be a never-ending 
affair, as Bombay and Railways 
each scored their first five penalty 
strokes. Continuing into the second 
round, Bombay bungled twice, giv¬ 
ing Railways an opportunity to 
wrap up the match, which they did 
— once again netting all five of 
their penalty strokes. 

After many sUperb victories in 
earlier matches. Airlines displayed 
their indubitable superiority over 
Delhi in the quarter-final—a match 
in which Delhi could have scored 
more goals. 

Ashok Kumar was, again, promi- 
iieiiT. A tine mazy run drew two 
defenders ti the left. Ashok re¬ 


verse hit the ball to the middle. 
Grewal, anticipating the pass, mov¬ 
ed in and dodged past Kamaljii 
Singh (Surjit’s younger brother), 
but goalkeeper Gurung foiled the 
manoeuvre. For that short dura¬ 
tion, Gurung kept bis goal secure, 
but at the cost of a corner, which 
Aslam Sher i^an eventually con¬ 
verted. 

Again, during the second half, 
Ashok and Grewal tore Delhi’s de¬ 
fence to shreds, but poor finishing 
deprived them of more goals. How¬ 
ever, a move sparked off by Surjit 
Singh later, put Ashok through 
with the ball into the circle, but 
instead of scoring, passed the ball 
to Govinda on the left. Govinda’s 
reverse flick was not powerful by 
any measure, but unbelievably the 
ball passed between Gurung’s pads 
into the goal. 
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India up against heavy odds 


IB* OR only the second time, India 
* will be taking part in the Wo¬ 
men’s World Hockey Cup at Ma¬ 
drid. India first took part in the 
World Cup in 1974 at Cannes. No 
team was sent to the 1976 meet at 
Berlin, but an ‘international’ meet, 
with just three other countries 
taking part, was held in Madras 
the same year. This time the 
government has again been liberal, 
and after selection the squad was 
trained for more than two days at 
the NIS. Just before their depar¬ 
ture for Holland and France, 
where they will play a c-uple of 
warm-up matches, the Indian girls 
showed their paces in a couple of 
exhibition matches in the capital. 

Considering that the opposition 
for them was purely make-shift, 
one could hardly make any sort of 
assessment of the team. Besides, 
only three members of the squad 
have had any meaningful interna¬ 
tional experience. They are skipper 
Rupa Saini, Ajinder Kaur, who led 
the team to the I"'* World Cup at 



India’s goaUteepa Pushpinder playing for the Delhi 
Colleges team foils her teammaies 



Rupa Saini 




Kckha Miindaphan 





Aiinder Kau’ 



Cannes, and R e k h a Mundphan. 
Seven others have taken part in the 
mini-international at Madras—not 
much of an experience to go by. 

For what it was worth, the Indian 
girls were far too good for the op¬ 
position they met in the two 
matches they played in Delhi. They 
first beat a Delhi Colleges team by 
4-0, even though the India goal¬ 
keeper Pushpinder was drafted for 
the Delhi team to minimise I h e 
slaughter. In the second, the Indian 
team beat Indraprastha College 3-0. 

Apart from the three “veterans" 
from the last World Cup, the Indian 
team has some other versatile 
players. Most of the players in the 
forward line especially are ablr to 
switch positions at will. Eliza Men- 
donza end Nirmal Kumari form a 
good riglit-wing pair, while Rajni 
Nanda has switched from outside- 
left to inside-left to allow Harpreet 
Gill to fall back in defence. How¬ 
ever. both goalkeepers, Margaret 
Toscano and Pushpinder, are new 
to the international game, and that 
could prove a handicap. 

Another slumping block could be 
the astroturf, which the Indian 
girls will be confronting for the 
first time at Madrid, though they 
are likely to get a ta.ste of it at 
Holland also. 

India have never been a force to 
reckon with in women’s hockey, 
but a fourth position is respectable 
enough to defend. Certainly, it is 
better than that of the men. 


Lorraine Fernandes Margaret Toscano Rajani Nanda 


SW Correspondent 
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An absorbing Jm 
and brilliant acc- j 
ount of his life ^ 
from the man 
who was probably 
the best captain 
Australian cricket \ 
has ever seen. 

Blunt and contro- \ 
versial, Ian Chappell } 
lifted the Australian i; 
Test team from medio-\J 
crity to the position / 
of world champions. ( 
His story is that of V 
one man's battle to 1 
reach the top of world I 
cricket. It covers a stri¬ 
ng of controversial 
incidents in a colourful 
career and contains j 
a number of constru-^ 
ctive suggestions 
on cricket admi- C7 
nistration. W / 
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Glorious 'Open' years 


*^HE first year of open conipe- 
tition 1968 was so heavily 
documented that the memory needs 
no more than a nudge. There was 
Mark Cox beating Panrho Gonzalc7 
in five sets at Bournemouth (on 
the second of Cox’s three match 
points amid awful' tension a baby 
cried and even the birds twittered 
with excitement). Tom Okker beat 
Bob Hewitt in a lovely Italian final. 
Nancy Richey beat Billie Jean King 
and Ann Jones in cuii.secutive 
three-set matches to win the 
French. Wimbledon produced two 
enthralling doubles I'lnaL won by 
John Newconibe and Tony Roche 
and Rosemary Casals and Billie 
Jean King. At Forest Hills, Arthur 
Ashe beat Okker in a final that 
established all kinds of “firsts”; 
Virginia Wade pulverised Casal.s, 
Judy Tcgart, Ann Jones and Billie 
Jean King without losing a set; 
Maria Biieno and Margaret Court 
(some team!) took the women’s 
doubles winning 21 games while 
the Wimbledon champions w e r e 
winning 19, and Ashe and Andres 
Gimeno won a Slvganic .semi-final 
from Clark Gracbner and Charlie 
Pasarcll. At Salisbury that .year, 
Pa.sareli and Ron Holinberg were 
on the losing end of a 141-game 
doubles with Cox and Bobby Wil 
son. F.ven Piping Rock got into the 
act with a final in which Mary Ann 
Kisei beat the late Karen Krantzeke 
3-6. 16-14, 8-6. 

The memories are crowding in. 
We arc talking of the last decade 
—in terms of eternity, yesterday. 
But most of us missed the match 
Rod l.avcr reckons is the hardest 
and longest be ever played; 90 
games against Tony Roche in a 
semi-final of the 1969 Australian 
Championship at Brisbane. The 


lempcrature was 105, Laver soaked 
three sun hats in sweat, and Roche 
had a shattering line call that put 
him 15-40 down at 3-4 in the iulh 
set. 

In Paris, Laver played .some of 
the finest tennis of his life to take 
Ken Rosewatl in three sets. It was 
so hot that even the late Maurice 
Chevalier put on a cap (yes, a cap 
— not the famous straw boater). 
But the big match of those cham- 
pionsliip.s occurred in the fourth 
round. Jan Kodes bounced back 
from two sets down to lead John 
Newcombe 4-1 in the fifth. Kodes 
was twice within two points of win¬ 
ning. But after more than four 
hours Newrombe finished hini with 
two mighty aces. Laver beat New¬ 
rombe in a superb final at Wimble¬ 
don — a mulch rcinarkable for the 
shrewd.'iess with which Ncwcombc 
(one of the mo.st exemplary strate¬ 
gists of modern tennis) restrained 
his iiattiial aggression and mixed 
his game. 

•Six yeais later Arthur Ashe was 
lo do the same thing, mure succes.s- 
full.v, against Jimmy Connors. But 
the 1%9 Wimbledon is remember¬ 
ed chiefly for the longest match 
ever played there. Gonzalez, .show¬ 
ing astoni.shing powers of endur¬ 
ance for a man of 41, came back 
from two sets down and saved 
.seven match poini.s before beating 
Pasarell 22-24, 1-6, 16-14. 6 3, 11-9. 
The first two sets occupied two 
hours and 18 minutes, with the 
light diminishing and Gonzalez 
eventually raging with anger. He 
was like a wounded, tormented lion 
who had lost his way in some 
sepulchral jungle. The next day 
he went back on court and won. 
That match was rich in character. 
On the one hand was Gonzalez, 



Rod Laver . . . some of (he 
finest lennib of his life 


with his familiar mannerisms and 
his brooding intensity of concen¬ 
tration. On the other was the 
shambling, splay-footed Pasarcll, 
menacingly impassive, lie had the 
bearing of a gunfighier. He even 
walkco with a drawl. The calculat¬ 
ed violence of their tennis was 
often intrinsically monotonous. 
What made the match great was 
its duration, the stormy drama of 
its first phase (Gonzalez was booed 
off the court in the twilight), and 
the way in which a silver-haired 
grandfather fought his way through 
the nerve-twanging crises of phase 
two. He never looked like winning 
until he won. 

In 1970 Judy Dalton pulled off 
two gritty three-set wins over Vir¬ 
ginia Wade and Hclga Niesseo in 
the Federation Cup competition at 
Freiburg, in the Black Forest. MTar- 
garct Court heat Billie Jean King 
14-12. 11-9 in two hours a,'i<i 27 
minutes in Wimbledon’s longest 
women’s singles final — one of tlie 
greatest women’s matches ever 
played anywhere. The big men's 
singles that year occurred in the 
Australian Championships at Syd¬ 
ney, where Dennis Ralston beat 
John Newcombe in a match span¬ 
ning 93 games. The WimbMon 
doubles (won by Newcombe and 
Tony Roche) produced a succes¬ 
sion of thrilling matches of the 
highest class. And Ilic Nastase and 
Rosemary Casals had a delightful 
romp against Alex Metreveli and 
Olga Morozova in the mixed final. 

In 1971 there was another out¬ 
standing mixed final, Owen David¬ 
son and King, taking Marvy Ries- 
sen and Court 15-13 in the third 
set. Newcombe won Wimbledon, 
but at Forest Hills was stopped in 
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I'Jvonne ('•oolaKoni' and 
fre^iness 


tho tirsi round by .fan Kodes. 
IMea<ianil,v *i<ari!i*d, the bouncy 
liiile Koiies decided that tennis 
on Ki'ass was not such a sick joke 
after all. So he kept on swinging 
—so «-d'eclively that he came from 
behind to beat Arthur Ashe in live 
(that lias, Ashe needed rain-spat- 
•erod glasses as much as the bung- 
over need bit ltd practice) and took 
Stan Siniili to four in the final. 

The 1*172 ^•■^•em.h Champ^onshiits 
were remarkable fi>r Kerry Mel 
ville’s ‘)-7, 4-b, 16-14 win over Pam 
Teegiiai den. That match stretched 
over almost four boors. 'I'eeguar- 
den served for it four times. She 
bad two titaich points. Then she 
was alflictcd by the l>cginnings of 
tramjt.s, lost the mutch with a 
double-futilt, and sat down and 
cried Hven in the context of 
Kolaiid Garros, that match was 
rather more than just another day 
at the office. At Wimbledon, 
(■^oniie Goulagoiig heat Chris Evert 
in a match that was all youth and 
freshness and beauty. But 1972 
was chiefly a year for men’s 
singles. The»e were two genuinely 
great finals; Ruscwall vs Laver in 
Pallas and Smith vs Nusta.se at 
Wimhittdon. I mi.s.sed nalla.s but 
intllioii.s watching on American 
television were spell-hound when 
Kosewall won the WCT tiljc 4-6. 
C-0, 6.5, 6-7, 7^. 

The Wiinhledon final bludgeoned 
:lte senses. In its skill and virtuo¬ 
sity, its sharp contrasts of style 
and persuitalitv, its shifting drama¬ 
tic paiicrti.s, it was one of the most 
illustrious matches in Wimbledon 
history. Three ntonth.s later, .Smith 
was to pt.iy the finest clay-courl 
tcnni.s uf his life to heat Na.siase 
and Ion 'Iiriar in Bucharest for 
the Davis Cup. Bi.i Nastasu did 
win the V*' Chamitioiiships, coming 



Chris Evert ... all youth, 
and beauty 

from behind to burn Ashe in the 
title match. 

Smith and Bob Lut/ gave t97i) 
an exciting start with a memorable 
final at Philadelphia. In the Oavis 
Cup, Smith and Erik Van Dillen 
beat Pat Cornejo and Jaime Fillol 
7-9, 37-.19, 8-6, frl, 6-.3 in six hours 
and 10 minutes, spread over two 
days, at Little Kock. ll was the 
longest match in Davis Cup his¬ 
tory. The final was played at Cleve¬ 
land- On the first day John New- 
combe and Rod Laver won mar¬ 
vellous five-set singles against 
.Smith and Tom Gorman. On the 
si.‘cond day they destroyed Smith 
and Van Dillen in the doubles. 
“The only thing worse than play¬ 
ing f.aver or Newcombe,” mutter¬ 
ed the editor of WT, "is playing 
Laver and Newcombe.” 

At Forest Hills Kodes finished 
the singles with three consecutive 
five-set matches and enough drama 
to pack any theatre on Broadway. 
Kodes won 7-5 in the fifth against 
Nikola Pilic and Smith in turn. In 
the final he led Newcombe by iwo 
sets to one, but lost Nastase won 
the French without losing a set, 
and Murgaret Court became the 
only player, except (or Su/anne 
Lenglento, to win the women's 
title five times. Her extraordinary 
competitive wJl, her refusal to 
accept defeat, were never more 
evident than in the final with Chris 
Evert. This was one of the best 
women’s matches ever to grace the 
centre court. Conceding 12 years 
and five months, Court lost the 
fir.st set, was 3-5 down in the se¬ 
cond, hut won the match 6-7, 7-6, 
6-4. li was Es'Crt’s first French 
open. 

The .Amriiraj brothers won a 99- 
game Davis Cup doubles against 
John .\lcxander and Colin Dibley 


■I Calcutta in 1974. At Wimbledon, 
Ken Kosewall beat Newcombe end 
Smith in consecutive matches to 
reach the final for the fourth time 
in 21 years. Yes. 21 years! Rose- 
walPs tennis still had the enduring 
charm of Mozart or Rembrandt or 
a sunset in the hills. Smith led him 
8-6, 6-4, S-3 and had a match point. 
But Rosewall burgled the house 
while Smith was dozing. At Forest 
Hills, Evonne Goolagong beat Chris 
Evert in a lovely semi-final illumi¬ 
nated by tactical contracts and in¬ 
terrupted by rain (with Goolagong 
64) and 4-3 up, the players had to 
wait more than 45 hours before 
changing ends). Billie Jean King 
valiantly won the final, in which 
she lost the first set and had to 
bounce back from 0-3 down in the 
third. 

They put down clay courts at 
Forest Hills for the 1975 US Cham¬ 
pionships — and the rugged, wide- 
smiling face of Manual Or antes 
was the picture filling I h e new 
frame. He showed the citizens of 
New York the kind of tricks, San¬ 
tana, Pietrangeii, and company used 



The Amritraj brothers ■ . - 
winners of a 99 game duel 


to play on the slower clay of 
Europe. He beat Hie Nastase, Guil¬ 
lermo Vilas and Jimmy Connors 
in consecutive matches. Vilas led 
6-4, 6-1, 2-6, 5-0 and had five match 
points. But the Argentine beef 
never got to market. Orantes was 
up until three o’clock the next 
morning because of a leaky bath¬ 
room tap. Just 12 hours later he 
was showing Connors what clay- 
coun tennis was all about. 

At Wimbledon that year, Ashe, 
too, shook up a tactical cocktail 
that was not to Connors’ liking. 
But whereas Orantes played his 
natural game, Ashe did not. The 
thoughtful variations in his tennis 
sprang from pre-match strategy. 
In order to maintain this unusual 


7-6 
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game he had to make an iipmensa 
effort in terms of concentration 
< during changeovers he closed his 
eyes and sat quite still, withdraw* 
ing to a private world). Connors 
had not lost a set and had been 
playing like a whirlwind. When 
Ashe neat him, the bookmakers 
had no cause to regret their Intro* 
duction to Wimbledon. As Tom 
Okker put it; "Connors still had 
a good Wimbledon — he only lost 
three sets.” Billie Jean King, three 
times within a point of going 04 
down to Chris Evert in the third 
set, won six consecutive games for 
the match—and in the final crush* 
ed Evonne Goolagong in 38 minutes 
at the cost of 24 points. 

The odd thing about 1976 was 
that two of its most vivid pictures 
were painted in first*round matches. 
If a single point could be said to 
capture the essence, it was the 
match point Adriano Panatta saved 
against Pavel Hutka when this ob* 
ttcure, ambidextrous Czechoslova¬ 
kian led 10-9 in the fifth set of 
the French. A bizarre rally ended 
when Panatta took a headlong dive, 
bit a winning volley off the wood 
and crashed on the .shale amid the 



John Newcombe and Tony 


singles final at Forest Hills. 

^ Connors, always the 
plaver, beat Bjorn Borg in 
an enthralling match enlivened by 
the contrast in personalities and 
playing styles. In the mixed final 
there was a tingling finish as Billie 
Jean King and Phil Dent saved 
two match points before beating 
Betty Stove and Frew McMillan. 

In the 1977 French Champion¬ 
ships Gottfried came back from 
two sets down to beat Hie Nastase 
in a match that lasted more than 
three hours, ended in the chill of 
evening, and was possibly the 
mightiest performance of Gott¬ 
fried’s career. Wimbledon produc¬ 
ed a classic v^hen Borg and Vilas 
Gerulaltls gave us three dazzling 
hours of summer lightning. And 
Case and Masters won the doubles 
at last — the hard way (four of 
their six matches went to a fifth 
set). The McMilian-Siove team had 
to play 44 games to shake off Den¬ 
nis Ralston and Martina Navrati¬ 
lova in a mixed semi-final. Toward 
the end of the year Billie Jean 
King and Virginia Wade created a 
singles of unusual splendour from 
the embarrassing wreckoge of a 



Roche doubles daxilcrs 


thunder cf the crowd’s incredulous 
applause. The other first-round 
drama occurred in the Wimbledon 
doubles when John Newcombe and 
Tony Roche played better doubles 
than Brian Gottfried and Raul 
Ramirez for almost three sets, un¬ 
til the youngsters demanded a little 
too much from aging Australian 
legs. That deft, dazzling match 
earned a' 65-second standing ova¬ 
tion. Gottfried and Ramiro ended 
the tournament as they began it: 
winning a thrOling five-set match 
against Australians, this time Ross 
Case and Geoff Masters. 

Roche and Francoise Durr, who 
saved a match point in their final 
with Dick Stockton and Rosemary 
Casals, were popular winners of 
the mixed event. This was also the 
Wimbledon at which Evert had her 
first grau-court win over Goola¬ 
gong, who was not quite so smart 
on the big points of a two-hour 
final. There was a great men’s 


one-sided Wightman Cup contest. 
And John Alexander — who had 
won both his singles for the beaten 
Australian team in Rome a year 
earlier — won a stupendous fifth 
set against Panatta in the Davis 
Cup final at ^dney. 

, Already 1978 has been memor 
able for the big fight at Madison 
Square Garden~-Vilas beating Con¬ 
nors in a Masters siugfesl. This 
lasted almost three hours and :»o 
excited a packed house that the 
match was heavily punctuated by 
long pauses while the shock waves 
subsided. And who was this guy 
in the draw at Philadelphia this 
"Rosewall” ... a son maybe? No. 
It was the same Rosewall who 
played Davis Cup for Australia 25 
years ago when the first issues of 
WT were coming off the presses. 
Kenny is still working on his game. 
He’ll get it right some day. 

—WORLD TENNIS 
(concluded) 


Snippets 

I SRAEL will host the first Pro 
Tournament in Ramai Hashaa- 
ron, which is north of Tel Aviv. It 
will offer $25,000 in prize money to 
32 players. 

DICK AND CHRIS CREALY 
drove for eight hours from Ham¬ 
burg to Munich, only to find out 
that Dick had not entered for the 
tournament. They immediately 
drove to Rome (another seven 
hours) hoping that he could play 
there. He got into the tournament 
and upset Raul Ramirez in the first 
round. 

ALEX METREVELLI and .seven 
other Russian players were pre¬ 
vented from competing in the Swe¬ 
dish Open at Basiaad, in accordance 
with Rusaian policy on South 
Africa. The reason w a .s the pre¬ 
sence of ATP member Ray MoorO 
of Rhode.sia in the draw 

SHANKAR KRLSHNAN and 
Nandan Ba' have been competing 
in the 21-und-uiider rircuit in the 
VS Shankar go to the finals at 
Wilton, Connecticut; he lost to 
Steve Alger, the Number one play¬ 
er from Bermuda in four sets. 

NANDAN BAL who is currently 
laying in the USTA Nationals at 
aramus. New Jersey defeated an 
American Junior Davis Cup player, 
and then lost in the second round 
to Mac Davis, seeded three in the 
tournament in three sets. 

ANJALf BANAIK reached the 
quarlcr-finals of the Ten.sor Wo¬ 
men's Singles in Long island. New 
York. She lost in the first round 
at Wilton. Conn, as well as the first 
round of the USTA Nationals to 
Bunny Stockton of Califurniu, 

RAMESH KRISHNAN strained 
his shoulder unfortunately, and is 
presently recuperating at Harry 
Hopman's Camp in Florida. ’ 
PRCMJIT LALL plaved in four 
tournaments during nis visit to 
the VS He lost to Bhaiiu Nunna 
at the Westfield Invitational in New 
Jersey in the finals, 7-5. 6-4. 

1 N D E R J I T SINGH won the 
Schenectady Open, he defeated 
Doug Barrow ranked 9 in the ETA 
in two sets 6-1, 6-4. 

ROYAPPA who has been playing 
in the US has been doing very 
well. He has qualified in several 
tournaments and accumulated ATP 
points, which will improve h i s 
ATP computer ranking. Last week, 
after qualifying for the Colgate 
Grand Prix tournament in New 
Orleans, he went on to defeat Eric 
Van Dillen a former U S. Davis 
Cup Player 

VIJAY AMRITRAJ was desig¬ 
nated the WTT (World Team Ten¬ 
nis) Player of the Week, for the 
week following Wimbledon. 

— JASJfT SINGH 
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Vilas falls, Borg survives 


I^UILLERMO VILAS champion 
of the United States when they 
fought the battle on clay died a 
four-hour death on the new harder 
faster surfaces of the £270,000 tour¬ 
nament last week. 

llie left-handed Argentinian one 
of the most skilful and brilliantly 
equipped slow court players was 
worn down and eventually shatter¬ 
ed by the booming service of 6 foot 
4 inch Californian Butch Walts in 
a marathon of tennis that brought 


J IMMY CONNORS had to fight 
the battle of his life to claw his 
way into the quarter finals of the 
US Oi>en, 

The title-holder of 1974 and 
1976 and beaten finalist last year 
stmeezed home 4-6, 64, 6-1, 1-6, 
7-5 against Adriano Panatta after 
being within two points of defeat. 

And the 15,000 crowd at the new 
Flushing Meadow didn’t know 
whether to laugh in relief with 
Connors—or cry in sympathy with 
the handsome Italian at the, end of 
a three-hour thriller. 

When Panatta led 2-0 in the final 
set, it seemed that he was on his 
way to a staggering victory. 

But how Connors fought to cling 
on against Panatta’s forceful play. 

Connors recovered from the 
shock of losing the first set against 
a man few expected to play well 
on the hard, fast courts, and led 
by two sets to one. 

Rut he then lost seven games in 
a row from 11 in the fourth and. 


real drama and agony to the centre 
court for the first time. 

Vilas fought back from two sets 
down but was over-hauled 6-4, 7-6, 
4-6, 6-7, 6-2 and could only issue 
this lament to his failure: “Eighty 
per cent of the match I was just 
chasing serves. He served hard and 
made aces from any angle. What 
can I do?” 

For three years the US Cham¬ 
pionships were played on clay and 
artists like Vitas were able to 


from 1-3 down to 0-2 in the fifth 
set, gained only three points. 

Connors, grunting with the effort, 
hustled back to 3-3 and that was 
the start of even more drama. 

He was two points from defeat 
at 5-4 down and 30 all but Panatta 
made two disastrous errors to lose 
his service and Connors went 
ahead for the first time in the set 
at 6-5 when a forehand drive clip¬ 
ped the net. 

He had three match points in 
the next game at 0-40. Errors cost 
them all to make it deuce — but 
Panatta—after having a point for 
6-6 gave Connors another chance 
when he netted a backhand. 

The fifth match point was enough 
for Connors. He hit a stinging 
backhand pass down the line and 
he punched the air two fisted for 
a full 20 seconds when Panatta ser¬ 
ved a double fault to finish the 
match. 

— IAN BARNES 


flourish in the title hunt. Now the 
odds have swung in favour of the 
Americans with Walts ranked 53rd 
in the world one of many who will 
hustle along the same cannon-ball 
route to victory. 

Vilas had no excuses after play¬ 
ing a magnificent support role to 
the crunching authority of Walts 
who put down 11 aces and 35 ser¬ 
vice winners as evidence of his 
strongest weapon. 

Vilas said: “I knew he was a 
very good server. He hit hard and 
did the right things to win. For 
me it’s a new surface, a new kind 
of game and I didn’t know what 
was going to happen. I had a lot 
of hope for this tournament. I was 
playing well at the start.” 

Walts surged into this match 
with serving of sustained accuracy 
and strength, and this was the 
platform for his victory. Even when 
Vilas, fighting with his mind if 
not with his racket, came all the 
way back to two sets all, saving a 


Blow up of defending diampion 
Guillermo Vilas on facing page 


match point at 6-5 down in the 
fourth, Walts did not weaken. 

He broke Vilas three times in 
succession to lead 4-1 in the final 
set. And with that big serve still 
holding good, Vilas knew he had 
no chance. 

When Bjorn Borg trailed by a 
set and 3-1 to Rcrnie Mittoii, of 
South Africa, Jimmy Connors must 
have been rubbing his hands in 
delight as he watched on television 
in his hotel suite. After all, if Borg 
goes out, Connors should clean up. 

Borg felt badly, too. “I was not 
going to give up, 1 was still going 
to try. But I was starting to think 
about which plane I would catch 
after the match.” ' 

Borg had already served seven 
double faults and was playing con¬ 
siderably below his best. He looked 
noibing like a player who had won 
51 matches in a row during a sum¬ 
mer liberally sprayed with success 
and Mitton, Borg knew, was play¬ 
ing beyond himself. The problem 
was how to check him. 

Borg did so tn the only way he 
knows, by hanging on when points 
.seemed lost, by hitting harder, by 
controlling his anxiety. His biggest 
crisis was when Mitton had a point 
to lead 4-2 in the second set, but 
Mitton missed it. Crisis over 
and Borg won 4-6, 6-4, 6-2. 

The comparison with Wimble¬ 
don, when Borg was almost beaten 
in the first round, was all too ob¬ 
vious and Borg aftreed, saying: *T 
was lucky to survive. But you get 
matches like that, 90 per cent of 
the time, 

—BARRY NEWCOMBE 



Bjom Borg . . . inching to die grand slam 


Connors just makes it 
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Sam takes 

F ield marshal Ssm Manek. 

shaw, in office as President of 
the AU India Council of Sports for 
Just a few months now, has already 
taken the country’s sports official- 
dom by stOTm. Abeady, all those 
officials, selectors, managers, coa¬ 
ches, et al who have subjected to 
his unique kind of tongue-lashing, 
1«ced with salty humour, are begin¬ 
ning to feel that they are being 
confined to the barracks as punish¬ 
ed for their sins of omission and 
commission. 

Some of Field Marshal Manek- 
shaw’s bluntest observations were 
made recently in the capital at a 
‘Meet the Press’ function organised 
by the Delhi Sports Journalists 
Association. Many reporters who 
had come prepared to grill the 
AICS President found no need to 
ask their pointed questions. The 
Field Marshal anticipated all the 


Colour blow-up of Ami Gbia 
on facing page. Anri Gbia 
won a bronic medal in wo¬ 
men’s badminton at the Com¬ 
monwealth Games In Edmonton 
with Kanwar Thakur 


points, did not give way on any of 
them, and got in some telling 
thrusts of his own. For one so 
avowedly apolitical as also so new 
‘.0 the job, the command perfor¬ 
mance would have been the envy 
of any politician. 

With regard to the controversy 
over India’s status in the Super 
World Hockey Cup to be held at 
Lahore, he neatly spiked the IHF 
guns when he read out a letter 
from Air Marshal Noor Khan, Pre¬ 
sident of the Pakistan Hockey 
Federation, to the IHF stating 
clearly that India would be the 
stand-bye team. 

Subsequent events, of course, 
have put India as one of the six 
competing teams, but the AICS 
President is unlikely to go back on 
h4 stand against India's partici- 
pwon. He felt that participation in 
such a demanding meet so close 
to the Asian Games would adver¬ 
sely affect the process of rebuild 
ing the national team. He would 
much rather invite the teams in 
Lahore to hop over after the meet 
and lake pan in tournaments in 
India. 

Far from being cowed down by 
the protests over his decision to 
post “observers” at the National 
Hockey Championship he took ffie 


command 

offensive in a fashion which pro¬ 
voked indignation at Madurai. 
Even while disclaiming any inten¬ 
tion of interfering in the processes 
of selection, the Field Marshal 
made no secret of his feeling that 
the selectors needed to be watched. 
He put it as politely as possible. 
“The knowledge that they are be¬ 
ing watched will keep them on 
their toes,” he said. However, there 
was no question of over ruling any 
selections. Only, if there was any 
serious disa^eement beiwcim the 
report of his ob-servors and the 
choices of the selectors, he would 
try to sort out the matter with the 
IHF. Besides, he had the approval 
of the IHF President on the choice 
of observers. 

That Sam Manekshaw was un¬ 
impressed by the howl of protests 
from Madurai was made clear a 
few days later when he met re¬ 
porters again to announce the 
guidelines for the selection of In¬ 
dian contingents for the Asian 
Games. Without naming the games 
involved, he said: “1 have seen 
selection committee recommenda¬ 
tions where each selector pushe.s 
the claims of only those players 
lielongiiig to his community.” 

That observation, as also his de¬ 
cisions on the criteria for selecting 
learns for Bangkok,-leaves no room 
for doubt concerning his intentions. 
Pained reactions from lOA circles 
followed publication of the guide¬ 
lines, and a Government spokes¬ 
man hastened to say that the lOA 


liad not formally okayed the AICS 
stand. 

These incidents give one an in¬ 
dication of how Field Marshal 
Manekshaw intends to tackle a job 
which he admits was thriist on him. 
He lays no claim whatsoever to 
any sporting expertise himself or 
even for his fellow members of 
the AICS. But since, he insists, 
government moaejr is invariably 
involved, the AICS has a right to 
satisfy itself that proper procedures 
are followed for selection and 
training. A n d be obviously feels 
that no expertise is needed for 
that. 

The Field Marshal was asked 
how he would ensure that his Coun¬ 
cil's recommendations were no.t 
circumvented by the machinations 
of sports politicians. His reply: ”1 
have told Mr. Uhanna Sin^ Gul- 
shsm (the Minister of £iate for 
Education handling sports affairs) 
that he should forward all rccom- 
nicndation.s, etc. to me." The AICS 
President said that the Minister 
had agreed, and that the recom¬ 
mendations of the AICS would be 
honoured in every case. 

Can .such a parade ground tech¬ 
nique work? Field Marshal Manek- 
shaw's determination cannot be 
questioned. But sports politics is 
a different matter. Sam “Bahadur” 
Manekshaw looks like he has an¬ 
other BBngladesh-t 3 rpe campaign 
on his hands. 
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Americans splash back 


A fter their debacle at Montreal 
— wfa«'e they won just one 
swimming gold m^al to East Ger¬ 
many's meven in a thirteen-event 
competition — American girls have 
come back to regain their past, un¬ 
questioned superiority. 

Only a fortnight ago, the Ameri¬ 
cans were put to the test in a dis¬ 
tant and Olympic-like setting: the 
World Swimming Championships 
held in West Berlin. 

The leading swimmer of the 
Americans with the most to win— 
or lose — was Tracy Cauikins, a 
gangling 15-year-old from Nashville 
who still has heavy braces on her 
teeth. In the past four months she 
had set 14 US records and one 
world record in butterfly, breast 
stroke and medley events, and her 
potential was enormous. 

At 5ft. Bin., 110lbs., Tracy was 
an almost perfect swimming ma¬ 
chine, slim, long-armed and, after 
years of rigorous training, power¬ 
ful. She learned to swim at four 
and, with the prodding of an older 
brother and sister, she began to 
swim as an eight-year-old. At twelve 
she started wei^t training, and 
shortly thereafter settled into a 
gruelling six-day-a-week regimen. 

Last fall .she fractured her right 
leg playing on a swing. Outfitted 
with a fibre-glass cast, .she went 
back into the water. Unable to use 
her le^s, she swam for six weeks 
using just her arms and shoulders; 
the strength gained front hauling a 


useless leg through lap after lap 
resulted in dramatically faster 
times in the butterfly and breast 
stroke. 

In Berlin, Cauikins was surpri¬ 
singly confident and cool for a 
young girl who felt she had a res¬ 
ponsibility to the American team 
to do well. The pressure, she said, 
“doesn’t really bother me.” 

Obviously not. Churning through 
the pool built by Adolf Hitler for 
the 1936 Olympics, Cauikins won 
five gold medals and broke four 
world records in the process. Her 
most dramatic victory came in the 


400-meire medley over former re¬ 
cord holder U1 r i k e Tauber, 20. 
who won the gold medal in Mon¬ 
treal, Cauikins beat Tauber by an 
astonishing seven seconds, finish¬ 
ing nearly half a pool length in 
the lead. In the 200-metre medley, 
Cauikins smoothly shaved 1.02 
secs, off her own world mark. Too 
nearsighted to see the scoreboard, 
she had to get a teammate to ex¬ 
plain the reason for the crowd’s 
roar. 

Now the next big test for Caul- 
kins and the other American girl 
swimmers will be the 1980 Olym¬ 
pics in Moscow, where the outcome 
may be far different from what it 
was in MonircaL 


— TIME 



Tr&cy Cauikins . . . wonder kid 


Some national marks fall 


meet, and finally climaxed at 1:02.3 
in the final. 


’T'WO meets in quick succession 
brought the cream of the coun¬ 
try’s swimming talent together in 
the Capital niid-way through 
August—the height of the Delhi 
swimming season. First came the 
All-India Police Championship, and 
then the Dalmia Aquatics. Both 
saw some national records being 
lowered. 

The star performer in both 
meets was A.shish Chakraborty of 
Indo-Tibetan Border Police.. At 21, 
this Inspector from Tripura, has 
already shown phenomenal pro¬ 
gress by Indian standards in the 
two years since he Joined the 
ITBP. In a period of a few weeks, 
he progressively bettered the na¬ 
tional record in the 100 metres 
butterfly on four successive occa¬ 
sions. As a result, the mark of 
1 min. 03.5 secs, set by N. Purkait 
of the Railways last year has now 
been “devalued” to 1:02.3 by 
Chakraborty. 

Chakraborty started off with a 
performance of 1:02.5 in the YMCA 


Championship. In the Police meet. That was not all. In the Police 
he clocked a comparatively slower championship Chakraborty had 
1:03.1. He again came back to also bettered the national 200 
1:02.5 in the heats of the Dalmia metres butterfly mark twice, in 



Ashish Chakrabociy . . star of the show 
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successive days. He first clocked 
2:27.3 in the heats as against the 
national mark of 2:28.0 standing 
in the name of Yang Chin Shen of 
the Railways. In the final, Chakra- 
bortv went one better by clocking 
2:26.4. 

Such performances are remark¬ 
able from a man who took to swim¬ 
ming only after he had crossed 15, 
in 1972. Chakraboriy took part in 
tin- National School Games in 1973 
and 1974. and in the 1976 Nationals 
at Hyderabad he finished an undis- 
tingui.shcd fourth in the 100 metres 
butterfly. But the past two years 
have seen a marked transformation, 
even tbougli his training is limited 
by the facilities available at the 
place of his posting. 

Chakrahnrty was not the only 
Kwitnitier who caught the eye in 
the two meets. South-Eastern Rail¬ 
way's A.siiish Das bettered his own 
national mark of 1:08.9 in the 100 
meties backstroke by clocking 
1:08.6. And Smita Desai of Bom¬ 
bay's ^Mahatma Gandhi Memorial 
Olympic pool won the women’s 
lIKt metres butterfly in 1:15.4 to 
lower, her own mark of 1:16.3. 
Both these marks came in the Dal- 
mia meet. 

The Police meet also saw T. 
.Somasekharan of. Central Reserve 
Police I'orce come tinder 1 minute 
in the 100 metres freestyle. He did 
the same in the Dalmia. meet, but 
his 'imings of 58.7 and 58.4 sec- 
oods ill the two meets failed to 
hi-t .li.: ‘.i. S. Nair’s national mark 
of 5r.7. iluiugh these performances 
marked out Somasekharan as a 
.sleadii.v improving swimmer. 

At the Dalmia meet more em¬ 
phasis wa.s put on diving and water 
polo. h u t nothing outstanding 
emerged in these events. 



Japanese too good 


I T is most often left to commer¬ 
cial organisations to take the 
lead in the matter of sponsoring 
foreign participation in domestic 
meets. TTie latest to get into the 
act is Bank of India, through 
whose courtesy Delhi table tennis 
fans got a rare opportunity to .sec 
two Japanese players in action. 

Thanks to the bank Tokio Tasaka 
and Tetsuo Tnoue, both of whom 
represented Japan in the last 
World Table Tennis Championship 
at Birmingham, took part in the 
Zakir Husain Memorial Tourna¬ 
ment at the New Delhi Indoor Sta¬ 
dium. Because of Japan’s accent 
on youth in table tennis, neither of 
them is now officially ranked in 
that country, but both are still re¬ 
gulars on the tournament circuit. 
In any case, they proved exceeding¬ 
ly good for the local opposition. 
Tasaka, the top seed, easily won 
the men’s singles title, beating na¬ 
tional champion Manjit Dua over 
four games at 21-19, 21-14, 11-21, 
21-16. Tasaka had beaten com¬ 
patriot Inoue in the semi-final, 
over the full distance at 23-21, 
11-21, 18-21, 24-22, 21-16 in what, 
not surprisingly, was the best 
match of the tournament. 

Ironically, Sudhir Phadke, seed¬ 
ed only fifth, had raised local 
hopes in the quarter-final league 
earlier when he beat Tasaka over 
five games to record a big upset. 
That put Phadke on lop of his 
group in the league, and ensured 
an Indian-Japanese final. Most peo¬ 
ple had expected Phadke himself 
to fill that spot, especially as he 
had been unbeaten so far in the 



season. But a strangely hesitant 
Phadke went down to Manjit Dua 
in the semi-final, Dua winning in 
four games 18-21, 21-14, 21-16, 
21-19. This win apart, Dua has 
hardly been at peak form, plagued 
as he was by illness for a long 
time. He, in fact, missed out the 
Inier-Club ‘A’ Division League al¬ 
together for that reason. 

More than the results, it was the 
opportunity to see foreign players 
of some standing in action that 
brought the crowds in large num¬ 
bers. 



The Japanese have maintained 
t h e basics, founded on physical 
fitness and skill and Tokio Tasaka 
and Inoue, who are “over the hili” 
by present international standards, 
emphasised that once again. 

But the same tournament gave 
encouraging evidence that the pro¬ 
mise of the juniors has not faded 
away. For the second time in the 
past few months, national junior 
champion Manmeet Singh got the 
better of Manjit Dua. Manmeet 
failed to make it to the semi-finals 
of the men’s singles, but he did 
claim the boys’ crown with con¬ 
temptuous ease, beating Parthiv 
Vyas in straight games 21-11, 21-13, 
21-15. 

The women’s crown went to Indu 
Puri, who beat Veenu Bhushan 
over four games 24-26, 21-18, 21-19, 
21-19. 
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Wheels fly liijdi 
in the D u t r. ii 
Grand Pri* in 
Holland as the 
F o r d of Italy’s 
Riccardo Palrese 
hits the Tyrrell 
of France’s Didier 
P i r o n i. The 

smash-up orriir- 
red almost at tlw 
start of the nice 
and miraculiMisly 
the drivers sus¬ 
tained only minor 
injuries 
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Models in London display die latest in swim wear from 
the “B^ino 1979 Collection.” Iiefi; A cover-up stwy a 
spot and sftipe printed bihini in black and white with its 
own super sexy cover-up with thigh high side slits. 
Right; Down to bare essentials, a plain black bturklcss 
swimsuit wi!h tie neck and ties at side of pants 


Hie Aasociation of Tennis Professionals is extending its 
^ already succ^ul range of ATP—Adidas clothing with 
" the introductian of new shirts and ^orts. The new set 
has the distinctive Adidas Tango bail 
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Indians, young experienced 


N Indian contingent of 11 
yachtsmen and two officials 
which left for Karachi to partici¬ 
pate in the Southern Asia Yachting 
Regatta—with veteran sailor Kersi 
Naoroji as chef-de-mission — is 
an excellent combination of youth 
and experience. Col. B. L. Verma, 
.Secretary-General of the Yachting 
Association of India is the mana¬ 
ger and the current national cham¬ 
pion Surinder Mongia of the In¬ 
dian Navy is the skipper. 

It is for the first time that Paki¬ 
stan has entered the SAYR along 
with Singapore, Hong Kong, Malay¬ 
sia and Dubai. 

Ever since its inception in 1971 
at Trincomallee, the SAYR has so 
far been a contest between India 
and Sri Lanka, but this year, due 


to the interest taken by Byram 
Avari. President of the Pakistan 
Yachting Association, not only two 
teams from Pakistan but also teams 
from Singapore, Hong Kong. 
Malaysia and Dubai are partici¬ 
pating. 

The main contest at the Regatta 
will be for the Lipton trophy for 
the team race and Lewis Brown 
trophy for individual events. Be¬ 
sides these, there are four more 
trophies introduced this year. 

1. The Dinshaw Avari trophy for 
Lark series. 

2. The Karachi Yacht Club trophy 
for the flyers series. 


3. The Pakistan Yachti^ Associa¬ 
tion trophy for the Dingy series. 

4. The Pakistan Coast Guard tro¬ 
phy for the junior Helmsman 
series. 

Teams from India, Sri Lanka. 
Dubai and two teams from Paki¬ 
stan will participate in the team 
events and all the seven countries 
will participate in the individual 
events. 

India is represented by the fol¬ 
lowing yachtsmen:- 

1. Commander S. K. Mongia, 37, 
(Captain) is a senior yachtsman in 
the country having already repre¬ 
sented India in international meets 
in Burma, Singapore, England and 
Sri Lanka. In *72 and *75 he was 
t h e individual champion in Sri 


Lanka and in *75 the Indian team 
under his captaincy also won the 
team event. He has been in the top 
four for the last eight years and 
Ais year be won the national cham- 
pionsbip. 

2. Afsar Hussain. 37, ex-Army 
and at present IAS officer is by 
far the moat experienced member 
of the team. An Arjun Award win¬ 
ner in 1974, he has represented 
India in Singapore, England and Sri 
Lanka and won a bronze medal in 
the Asian Games in Bangkok. He 
was national champion in 72, 73, 
74, 76 and *77 and runner-up in 
75 and 78. 

3. Commander D. Kumar, 36, also 
of the Indian Navy, had toured 


Singapore in 74 and participated 
in the SAYR twice. He has been 
the crew to Commander Mongia for 
the last twelve years. 

4. Capt. Anil Bchl, 30. from the 
Corps of Engineers, has been to 
Singapore, Bangkok, England and 
Sri Lanka. As the crew for Afsar 
Hussain he was national champion 
5 times and runner-up twice. 

5. Pesi Unwalla, 26, a doctor by 
profession, missed past internatio¬ 
nal meets due to exams, but be has 
won a bronze medal in the Natio¬ 
nals in *75 and came 4th this year. 

6. Nadirsh Naoroji, 24, is interest¬ 
ed in business, crew of Pesi Un¬ 
walla, won a bronze in *75 and 
came 4th this year. During *76 and 
*77 he did a lot of cruising in the 
Mediterranean — son of Kersi 
Naoroji. 

7. Jimmy Unwalla, 22. a Sth year 
student of I IT Powai represented 
India in Yugoslavia in *72, and 
Holland in *73 in the cadet class. He 



Comt m komt. t can't htar fo mc « ^ip of a 

fM half tha half tSO aorjji further thm I 


was national champion in *75 and 
placed 3rd in *76, *77 and *78. 

8. S a n j a y Kohli, 22, studying 
aeronautical engineering (Sth year) 
at IIT Powai. He went to Colombo 
in *75, and won the Nationals in 
the same year. In *76, *77 and *78 
he came third. He started his .sail¬ 
ing career in *73 at the Colaba 
Sailing Club. Now, the crew for 
Jimmy Unwalla. 

9. Sanjeev Siddhu, 21, studying 
chemical engineering at Osmania 
University, Hyderabad, went to Sri 
Lanka in *75 and was the winner 
of SAYR in *76, has stood among 
the top 6 in the nationals from 
75 onwards. 

10. Rajiv Rastogi, 18, the baby of 
the team, is in the 3rd year study¬ 
ing Engineering also in Osmama 
Umverslty. Crew for Sanjeev Sid¬ 
dhu, he stood Sth in the *77 Natio¬ 
nals and 6th in 78. 

11. F. Unwalla, 19, the youngest 
of the three Unwalla brothers, went 
for Lightening World Champion¬ 
ship in Thun, Switzerland in 77. 
He i« the reserve in the team. 

— AJAY PATHAX 
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OOME of the rules of behaviour 
laid down by the cricket board 
for the memters of our team to 
Pakistan are already publicised. 
Such as, being in hotel by 11 p.m., 
not drinking in excess, not giving 
interviews to press and radio, 
not publishing books, not saying 
nasty things about their collea* 
gues. 

But it is not generally known that 
the Iward is going to be parti¬ 
cularly strict about drinking and 
has laid down a whole set of 
rules. A board official told me 
about them when I visited the 
training camp in Bangalore ear¬ 
lier this week. 

I was watching Brijesh Patel at the 
nets, thinking that I would give 
him .'iO-SO chance of making it to 
Pakistan, when a board official 
told me: “On the days of the 
Test matche.s, players will be 


allowed nothing stronger than 
beer and the beer will be restric¬ 
ted to two bottles per person.” 

“Very good,” I said. 

Later, I was watching Anshuman 
Gaekwad, taking all Madan Lai's 
balls on his shoulders and chest 
and trying to loom very brave (I 
gave Anshuman 30-70 chances of 
going to Pakistan and Madan 
Lai 60-40), when the official said: 
“During the drinks’ intervals, 
the players will be served only 
lime and water, unless they are 
playing near t h e Khyber Pass, 
Then, on cold mornings, a little 
brandy and warm water will be 
permitted.” 

"Very considerate of you.” 1 said. 

Still later, I was watching Kirmoni 
and Bharath Reddy throwing the 
ball at each other (I gave 80-20 
chances to both making t h e 
team) when the official said: "On 
non-'Test days, when the team is 
playing against minor sides, 
ihou^ in first ciass fixtures, 
each player will be allowed to 
consume three small pegs of 
whisky. However, the manager 
will see to it that the whisky is 
properly diluted with soda.” 

“Quite correct,” I .said. 

In the afternoon, 1 was observing 
Kajinder Hans listening with 
great concentration to a lecture 
on tactics (I ruled him out 90-10 
of being selected) when the offi¬ 
cial told me: “On days when 


there is no game at all, the play¬ 
ers may buy their own bottles 
and have a few friendly drinks. 
However, this wilt not be permit¬ 
ted if there is an official recep¬ 
tion in (he evening.” 

“That is understandable,” I said. 

In the evening, Umrigar was teach- 
ing and Gavaskar was demon¬ 
strating on bow the late cut 
should be played (1 gave Gavas¬ 
kar 1004) in favour of his goimg 
to Pakistan, unless between no'w 
and t h e lime of selection Lie 
wrote another article in so'me 
magazine) when the official o nce 
again interrupted me with thr/ in¬ 
formation; “The day befo're a 
Test match will be observrjd as 
a dry day, irrespective of whe¬ 
ther ||je players are from Delhi 
or Madras or Bombay.” 

"Pair enough,” I said. 

In the night, Vengsarkar was being 
measured for his blazer (I have 
already given him 90-Hi chances 
of selection) when t'ne official 
said; "The manager will be sup- 
plied with a breath-analyser to 
check how much each player has 
consumed." 

“Yes,” I said. “A n d what about 
champagne if our team wins a 
Test?” 

“Certainly," said the; official, “but 
only those members of (he team 
who have scared SO runs or 
taken 4 wickets in (he Test will 
be allowed to consume it." 



ACROSS 

2. Indian tabic tennis international ends with a 
council of state (6, S). 

7. A good pair of this is essential to all sports- 

laea ( 4 ). 

8. A winning hazard with a ring in the middle (3). 

9. This cup is contested by women (4). 

12. A foul in hockey has a bloodsucking Acardia 
between directions (6). 

13. A religious person on the chessboards returns 

( 6 ). 

15. You need this for rackets (4). 

17. This McCormick was the diving queen of the 
fifties (3). 

18 {Sc 11 down). Craft starts off the channel swim¬ 
mer (4, 3). 

19. This country shared the soccer bronze medal 
in the 1972 Olympic Games (4, 7). 

DOWN 

1. A White liquid starts a peat Indian athlete 
(6, 5). 

3. A morning start ends an English wicketkeeper 
directionally (4). 

4. English fast bowler has a negative core (6). 

5. Start at home for the firat name of an Indian 
table tennis player (4). 

6. You dive oft this coming up (S, 6). 

10. A famous cricket club initially (1, 1, 1). 

11. See 18 acroaa. 

14. To bathe in the middle of this tennis player 
(1, 5). 

16. One billiard ball has this on it (4). 

18. Ona has to train hard to scora Una (1, 3). 



George ahvayt played cricket on Sunday. This 
troubled nis wife, who asked the vi^ar: Ta ft a sin 
for him to play on Sunday?* 

Tt*a not a sin,* rapUad tba vicar. Tha way ha 
playa, it*a a crinu.* 


SPORTSWESK, SBPTBMBEK 17, 1978 


37 







camel 


In six iospiring 
shades for smoother 
flow and beautiful 
clean writing. 
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Hold like crayon. 

Rub the gum .end 
back and forth till the paper. 
becomes sticky. Place sticky 
side against the object... briskly 
rub plastic.end of stick over the 
glued area. 

The duration of gumming and 
rubbing depends on your 
requirements. 

CAMLIN PRIVATE LIMITED 
STATIONERY DIVISION 
BOMBAY 400059. 




WHY is it that the West Indians and Ausira- 
lians always play bright, positive cricket? 

— A. G. Kanetkar (Bonibay'23). 

A THEIR cricket reflects their general attitudes. 
The West Indians are always gay and care¬ 
free. By tradition, the Australian cricketers believe 
in attack as the best form of defence. 

WHO has hit the most number of centuries 
in Test cricket? 

— Amitava Chattopadhyay (Batangar) 
and Biswakesan Mishra (Jliarsuguda, 

Orissa). 

A BON BRADMAN, with 29 in 52 Tests. 

^ WHO has .scored ihe highest number of 
centuries for India in Tests? 

— M. S. V. Murthy (Tumkur, Karnataka). 

A SUNIL GAVASKAR, with 13 in 37 Tests. 

^ HOW many ccniuries have been scored by 
Greg Chappell, Tony Greig; Clive Lloyd and 
Glen Turner in Tesl.s? 

— Sanjay Dutta Gupta (Jalpaiguri). 

A GREG CHAPPELL: 14 in 51 Tests; Lloyd: 
^ 11 in 65 Tests; Greig: Eight in 58 Tests; 
Turner: Seven in 39 Tests. 

^ WHAT is the best opening partnership in 
first class cricket? 

— D. S. Bhatnagar (Kanpur). 

A THE record is held by Pakistan’.< W. Mirza 
(324) and Manzour Akhtar (224 not out) 
who put on 561 in a Patron Trophy :ournament 
fixture at Karachi in 1977. 

HOW many catches have been held by 
Gavaskar, Viswrtiiaih and Kirmani in Te.‘;is? 

— Sunil Jain (New DelhM4). 

A GAVASKAR: 35 catches in 37 Tests; Vis- 
wanath: 38 in 43 Tests; Kirmani: 35 catches 
and 15 sbimpings in 20 Tests. 

^ WHO has bowled the most succestjve mai- 
dens in a Test match? 

— Ashim Chakraborty (Gauhati-ll), 

A INDIA'S R. G. Nadkarni sent down 21 mat- 
dens in a row iti the first Test against Eng¬ 
land at Madras in 1964. His figures of 32-27-5^ 
are the most economical in a Test with six-bail 
overs. 

a HAS any batsman .scored over 400 runs in 
Test cricket? 

— Jatinder Lalvani (Chattaram). 

A NO. In all first class cricket, only six bats¬ 
men have performed the feat. They arc: 
Hanif Mohammad (499), D. G. Bradman (452 not 
out), B. B. Nimbalkar (443 not out), W. H. Pons- 
ford (437 and 429), Aitab Baloch (426) and A. C. 
Maclaren (424). 
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It's a triple hat-trick 



WHAT MUST. surely be a 
” world record was created at 
Hyderabad’s Malakpet Racecourse 
when Manitou took his appointed 
place as the winner of the 16th 
Indian Turf Invitation Cup, for in 
doing so be completed a unique 
and fantastic triple hat-trick for 
Ranjit V. Bhat and trainer R. R. 
Byramji. 

The owner-trainer combination 
which is the most successful in its 
limited application in the 200-year- 
old history of racing in India has 
thus won the Bangalore Derby, the 
Indian Derby and the Invitation 
Cup for the third year in a row as 
their Commanche (1976) aiid 
^uanderer (1977) had done ear¬ 
lier what Manitou did last Sunday. 

The Bangalore Derby is th6 most 
important Summer Classic and the 
In^an Dei by, which is run in 
Bombay, and the Invitation Cup are 
the premier Winter prizes. As i: is 
certain that these three prestigious 
races have not been won thrice in 
a row by any owner or trainer in 
India and as it is extremely doubt¬ 
ful that three top prizes in any 
racing country in the world have 
been claimed thrice in succession 
by any team the Bhat-Byramji feat 
rates mention in the Guiness Book 
of Records! 

And, to top it ail, Manitou in 
winning stakes of Rs. 125,000 and 


a trophy worth Rs. 10,000 joined 
Commanche and Squanderer as the 
only genuine millionaires in India! 

For the record it must be men¬ 
tioned that Manitou won by one 
and a quarter lengths from Ipi 
Tombi in 2 minutes, 35 seconds for 
the 2,400 metres course. Bright 
Law was third, four lengths behind 
the runner-up and seven clear of 
fourth-placed Beloved Prince. This 
was the 13th run of Manitou a 
Grey Gaston-Dusty Marta (by Mar¬ 
tial) colt who was bred by Major 
Mehra at the Usha Stud, and if 
was his 12th win, the last seven in 
a row coming after his inexplicable 
failure in the Indian 2,000 Guineas. 
This was the fifth Invitation Cup 
victory for Byramji, who first won 
it in Madras with Prince Khartoum 
and fallowed up with Topmost in 
Bombay and Vasant Shinde became 
the first rider to win it in consecu¬ 
tive years as he was astride Squan¬ 
derer last year. Only Val Faggotter 
and Wally Swinburn have won this 
race twice. 

It was the first running of the 
race in Malakpet. Next year it will 
be run in Bombay and in subse¬ 


quent years it will be staged in 
Calcutta, Madras, Bangalore and 
Hyderabad by rotation so that 
each one of the headquarters of 
the five Turf Authorities of India 
will stage it but once in five years. 

Commanche and Squanderer 
went on to claim the 2,800 metres 
Indian St. Letter and as Manitou 
towers over hu rivals he can be 
confidently expected to do the 
same on Octowr 8. However, un¬ 
like his illustrious predecessors he 
will not compete in the 2,400 
metres President of India Gold Cup 
in Hyderabad on October 15, 
Squanderer being the stable’s no¬ 
minee for a second bash at that 
rich race. It must be mentioned 
that Manitou. like Conmanche, is 
jointly owned by Bhai and Yogesh 
M. Shah while Squanderer is joint¬ 
ly owned by Bhat and I. S. Mir- 
chandanL 

Manitou became the ninth Bom¬ 
bay-based horse to win this race 
and the Usha Stud gat a first men¬ 
tion in the records which show 
that the Yeravada Stud has been 
most successful as six winners have 
been bred there. 




Manitou winning fite ladfian Turf Invitation Cup. Top; RanjH Bhat and Yogeeb Sbofa 

Icndinf in Manitou, Shinde. up 
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Capes disqualified for 'assault' 


^ nOFF CAPES. 22 Stone British 
hobby, was disqualified from 
the Euiopcaii rhanipionships shot 
piiti final the victim of local 
petty butcaucracy 
Two Caech officials claimed that 
gentle giant Capes “assaulted” 
'hem 

The incident occurred as he 
liushed them aside attempting to 
('•nil access to the arena, with other 
< ompetitor-,, following a dispute 
ovcT his scst numbers 


British delegation chief Robert 



home people carry them . . 
little gills like Tracy Austin 
stuff ihrm firmly in their poc¬ 
kets But Maria Prtnandez has 
a rather unusual place to keep 
the sectHMi tennis ball when 
she n twrving. Aifhou^ it 
raises her hcm-linc — and the 
temperature around the court 
— it doesn’t do a lot for her 
game, 1| seems. She went out 
of the US Open championeh^ 
6-1, 6 2 to the more conveiv 
tional, not to say coy. Miss 
Austin 


Stinson immediately lodged a pro 
test against the disqualification, but 
It was rejected by the referee and 
jury of appeal. 

Doctor Max Dana, chairman of 
the jury of appeal, stated that 
Capes was disqualified for "serious 
misconduct and unsporting behav¬ 
iour towards ofiiciafs in the call- 
room,” 

In the morning a Czech news¬ 
paper had claimed that Capes was 
“a tool of the ca|pitalist press” for 
his widely-publicised criticism of 
Eastern Europe’s use of drugs in 
the "heavy” events, and his recom¬ 
mendation of a Western boycott 

Capes, looking bemused and an- 
Rfyi explained: "I had warmed up 
and was getting aggressive, as you 
should do in this event. 

"We were called, and I went 
dressed exactly as for the uualify- 
ing event — with one number on 
the back of my vest and one on 
my track suit, 

"When an oCBcial complained 
that I had no number on the front, 
and others started jostling me, I 

i ust pushed them aside with my 
lands I didn't hit anyone. 

"Never in 15 years' competition 
have I gone through anything like 
this and never have 1 retaliated 
against any ofilcials I went to 
apologise to both aftorwardi, but 
they lefused to eccept" 

Stinson said: "We protested on 
ihe grounds that Geoff was in pos¬ 
session of the numbers 
But Josef Sir, Hungarian mem¬ 
ber of the Euro^an Athletic Asso¬ 
ciation. claimed* "Had Capes apo¬ 
logised he would have been re- 
mstdied ’* 

Aii gears up 

np HE big build up to Muhammad 
All's bid to regain Ihe woild 
heavyweight title has begun in 
earnest in New Orleans . . . with 
Ah cast in the role of here and 
champion Leon Spinks bianded 
the villain 

The two men clash for the World 
Boxing Association version of the 
title on September 15 and, for the 
first time in 14 years. Ah finds 
himself at the top of the popularity 
ratings. 

Once vilified in the Unitea 
States as a loudmouth and a draft- 
dodger, Ah is now widely sought 
after for television commercials 
and as a fundraiset for charitable 
organisations. 

"Nobody can sta;^ angry for¬ 
ever.” Aii said during a break 
from training. "You used to hear 
Vietnam this, Vietnam that, every 
day 

"You used to hear Watergate, 
Watergate, Watergate. You us^ to 
hear Nixon, Nixon. Now he’s com- 



The jparty Is over and so ic 
Bob Simpson’s molon^ ro¬ 
mance with cricket. The re¬ 
called Australian captain hmt, 
at 43, decided to hang his 
boots but, even so, there was 
widespread dissension among 
bis teammates, especially 
Thomson, who refuMd to play 
under Simpson, 

ing back People can’t stay made 
forever They couldn’t stw on me 
forever They get tired They for¬ 
get.” 

At woikouts Aii is cheered and 
Spinks, who ook the title from Aii 
seven months ago, is jeered 

The new champion, who is not 
recognised by the rival World Box¬ 
ing Council, was heckled when 
sparring partner Leroy Diggs 
caught him with a succession of 
quick, stiff lefts to the head. 

"You’d better get the b 1 a c-k 
bottle,” shouted a man from the 
crowd of about 300 It was a refer 
ence to a bottle from which Spinks 
drank as he won the title from Aii 
last February Ah maintains t h e 
bottle could have contained an 
illegal stimulant. 

Graig's malady 

npONY GREIG, former England 
^ and Sussex captain, has epi¬ 
lepsy which requires constant 
treatment 

Greig, who now lives in Austra¬ 
lia, has had this sickness through 
out his career, according to cric¬ 
ket journalist and commenta'or 
Henry Blofeld, who discovered 
what perhaps was sports’ most 
closely guarded secret. Over the 
years, Greig used to take drugs 
twice each day to ward off attacks 


•0 
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Mrs. Linda Nayar, wife of former Indian squash captain 
Anil Nayar, praeala die women’s mam squash champion¬ 
ship trophy to Roma Thakur, captain of (Hlers Club. The 
CCI which won the MotUal San^ Inter-Club 
squash cup for die fourth year running 



J. Dodiwalla (above), A. V. Parekh and S. R. Tatma were, 
respectively, &si, second and third in ‘iie car rally spon¬ 
sored by Thums-up and organised by lARC. In die motor¬ 
cycle R. K. Arya (below) (1st), S. D. Choksey (2nd) and 
Nisha tiutaria (3rd) were the pri/e-winners 



Packer 
series 
in India? 

rp HE World Series Cricket offi- 
cials are very keen to stage a 
few Packer Series matches in India. 

Linton Taylor, a WSC director, 
had met Ghulam Ahmed, the Cric¬ 
ket Board Secretary, at Hyderabad 
during bis brief stay in India about 
the second week of August. The 
outcome of their talks, however, 
is not known. 

Apart from the cricket Board’s 
permission to stage the matches, 
the main problem that confronted 
the WSC authorities was the mat¬ 
ter of taking away the profits to 
their own country >- something 
which the Indian govarnmem obvi¬ 
ously would not parmlt. 

This obstacle has now baan ra> 
moved, it is baliavsd, as the WSC 
would like to pity these matches 
In India In aid of charities tad as 
benefit matches for Indian crleket- 
ars. They have abandoned the idea 
of taking sway profits -> tastaad, 
they may give them away as a bene¬ 
volent gesture and even plough 
back some of it into the game. 
Their main purpose now it seems 
is to popularise the Packer series 
in all cricket playing countries at 
any cost. 

With this objoctiva la mind the 
WSC group are looking for s spon¬ 
sor — a firm of repute — to stage 
benefit end charity matches In Taoia 
and who would. In thalr turn keep 
a pan of the profits for themsalvas. 
We have reliably learnt that Sunil 
Gavaskar, who recently returned 
from New York after playing for 
a World XI, brought a message 
from Tony Greig for the managing 
director of Nirlon to sponsor WSC 
matches in India—of course, after 
receiving the sanction of the Indian 
Board. 

Gavaskar, who arrived from the 
US early Friday morning, immedi- 
aiely left for Bangalore. When con¬ 
tacted he had nothing to say about 
these recent developments. “No 
comments'* was his reply. Never¬ 
theless, it is too early to comment 
on the merits of this scheme in 
the absence of more details. 

—SHARAO KOTNIS 


Wanted 

Wanted agents for Sports- 
wMk’s WoiTd of Cricket in 
unrepresented areu. For de¬ 
tails contact or write to: The 
Circulation Menager, Sports- 
week's World of Cricket, 
156D, J. Dadajee Resd. 
Bombay-34. 
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Hockey camp at Patiala 


T NDIA’s probables for the forth- 
^ coming Bangkok Asian Gaines 
biK'.key tournament will train at 
iiK! r-iaiional Institute of Sports at 
I'ltiala, it is learnt. The first camp 
> likely to Stan a couple of days 
earlier than the original date, 
October l(i, announced at the end 
of ihe Indian Hotkey Federation 
'■'.ecutive comnii'.iec meeting at 
Vludiirai recently. The executive 
lommittcc, at that meeting, had 
li^'ctded to hold two camps at 
Mv<.lerabad. 

Tlie change in the venue has ap- 
|)arently been made to comply with 
the Alllndia Council of Sports’ 
iitscstcnce on having the camps at 
liif MS if the IflF wanted the 



Claudius threat lo quit 


Government to foot the bill. 
Whereas the AICS wanted the 
camps held at the main centre of 
the NIS, at Patiala, the IHF has 
agreed to the camp being held at 
the NIS (Bangalore) as a compro¬ 
mise. 

I'he IHF had decided not to have 
‘bo camps at Patiala in view of the 
Mrong feelings against training 
:cams there. Leslie Claudius, who 
captained India in the 19G0 Rome 
Olympics and who now is a natio¬ 
nal selector and coach, threatened 
!o resign from the coaches panel 
it' the training camps were to be 
held at Patiala. He said he would 
■)i*t mind the camps being held 
■invwhere else in Punjaf- but not in 
P.iiiala which, he said, did not 
'' ive the atmosphere coi ducivc to 
peaceful training and .inswaycd 
and impartial selection o' a team. 
He also (lointed out th-at hockey 
loams trained at Patiala had pro¬ 
ved far from successful. (Claudius’ 
remarks aboii: the NIS (Patiala) 


drew sharp rebuttals from R. L. 
Anand, Director of the NIS). 

The IHF, it is gathered, has suc¬ 
ceeded in getting the approval of 
the AICS chief. Field Marshal Sam 
Manekshaw, for the coaches that it 
has named for the camp. The IHF 
has announced that Dharam Sin^, 
who was the coach of the trium¬ 
phant Indian team at the 1964 
Tokyo Olympics Games, would be 
the chief coach at the training 
camps for the Bangkok hopefuls 
and would accompany the team to 
the Asian Games. Leslie Claudius, 
the manager of the team to Bang¬ 
kok. Rajagopal and Desamuthu 
would be the other coaches at the 
training camps. 

Dharam is a NIS-trained coach, 
but the others are not. The AICS 
is of the view that the Indian teams 
to be sent for international meets 
should be coached by NISdrained 
coaches. But the IHF, It appears, 
has succeeded in convincing Field 
Mar.shal Manekshaw that the sea¬ 
soned Olympians who form its coa¬ 
ches panel are quite competent to 
do the job. That probably is why 
he ha.s aporoved Rajagopal as the 
coach of the Indian junior team to 
West Germany and the IHF coa¬ 
ches to train the Bangkok proba¬ 
bles at Bangalore. 

h appears that the Field Marshal, 
in u candid talk with Claudius dur¬ 
ing the national championship at 
Madurai, was understanding en¬ 
ough and was not averse to the 
idea of recognising seasoned Olym¬ 
pians as competent to coach Indian 
ieam.s. 

Stewart win 

HE F. D. Stewart XI effected 
a comfortable victory over the 
Hyderabad XI to win the Moin-ul- 
Dowla gold cup during Hyderabad’s 
cricket season, recently. 

Both teams were unexpected 
finalists. Especially so, since other 
stronger teams had participated in 
the tournament. But FDS had cre¬ 
ditable wins over VST Colts and 
star-studdeU Andhra Bank — a 
match in which India’s former 
wicketkeeper P. Krishnamurthy 
scored the only century of the 
tournament. 

The Hyderabad XI, on the other 
hand, was looked upon as one of 
the weakest teams in the cham¬ 
pionship. That they eventually 
reached the final is clear testimony 
of their perseverance and fighting 
qualities which enabled them to 
overcome tougher opposition. 

The Stewarts XI, lead by M. L. 


Jaisimha, won the toss and put 
Hyderabad to bat. The gamble paid 
off. Hyderabad were dismissed for 
124. Next day, FOS replied with 
222 runs — a meagre total by any 
measure, but sufficient to give FDS 
an almost winning advantage. 


Hyderabad fared better in their 
second knock scoring 207 runs. 
Blit FDS, with an enormous first 
innings lead, required a mere 110 
runs for victory — which they 
scored at the loss of .seven wickets, 
and almost a day and a half to 
spare. 



Badminton ace Prakash Padu- 
kone receives a trophy from 
Karnataka Information Mini¬ 
ster K. H. Srinivas at a felici¬ 
tation function organised by 
Union Bank of India, Praka.<^ 
employers, in Bangalore 

Lucky three 

'T'HREE' Indian Women Cricket- 
ers from Madras, Susan Itiy 
cheria, Fowzieh Khaleeli and Sudha 
Shah wOTe fortunate to escape 
without injury when the train in 
which they were travelling to the 
Jaipur camp was derailed. Eight 
of the eleven bogies came off the 
tracks when the train ploughed 
into some wayward goods wagons. 


Six wins 

QEVENTEEN Tamil Nadu wo- 
men cricketers recently re¬ 
turned from a very successful two 
weeks tour of Sri Lanka. The girls 
played six matches and won afl. 
They reported widespread inte¬ 
rest in the game and were particu¬ 
larly impressed with the organi¬ 
sational capacity of the Colombo 
Colts Cricket Club. As yet the sport 
is not administered on a national 
leyel. 
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East Bengal 
tops 

^WO strong teams entered the 
-*■ Anal of the 27th Bardoloi Trtv 
phy championship, and for the 
duration of ninety minutes these 
two sides displayed their brand of 
exciting, attack oriented football: 
liast Bengal Club of Calcutta and 
fort Authority from Bangkok. 

East Bengal has a splendid re¬ 
cord in the tournament. Before the 
start of the match, they had won 
the cup thrice out of the four finals 
that they had played, llte Port 
Authority team, however, were the 
favourites — even with the specta¬ 
tors. 

Prom the beginning of the com¬ 
petition the Thai outfit became the 
darling of the local crowd when, 
in their first encounter they over¬ 
whelmed the Navajyoti Club by an 
incredible seventeen goals. 

In the final, too, they exhibited 
their sportsmanship and dexterity 
of the game with short passes and 
.superb ball control. 

The foreign team had undoubted¬ 
ly won the sympathy of the crowd, 
and this was an invaluable asset 
to them, p.sychologically, in all their 
matches. 

At the start of the final, both 
East Bengal and the Port Authority 
appeared to be equally balanced, 
and '. h e championship could go 
cither way. 

Hast Bengal shot into the lead 
early in the first half when Surajit 
Sengupta put the ball across to 
Mihir Bose who made no mistake. 
East Bengal’s jubilation, however, 
was not .shared by the mammoth 
crowd of 3.‘>,000 spectators, who 
viewed the event as a sort of a per¬ 
sonal defeat. 

The game progressed at a fast 
pace, l^e Pangkok team, undaun¬ 
ted by East Bengal’s early success 
kept looking for the equaliser, 
which eventually came in the 25th 
minute, amid loud cheers and burn¬ 
ing of crackers. Linkman Sainpora 
picked up a pass from Niwatana 
and sent the bail shouting into the 
net. 

Then again, seven minutes before 
the breather. Port Authority surged 
ahead. A corner kick by Manus 
found Vitachai unmarked, and his 
shot was so powerful that East Ben¬ 
gal’s goalkeeper Bhaskar Ganguii 
couldn’t stop it even after getting 
both his bands to it. 

But tension arose soon after Port 
Authority’s second goal. Surajit 
Sengupta appeared to be fouled 
against as he lay prostrate on the 
ground and four Thai players 
rushed toward him. The game 
came to a halt for a few minutes 
while players of both teams were 
engaged in a close fight. 


Soon after reaumptlon, Surajit 
Sengupta rammed home his team's 
second goal and the equaliser. 
Thereafter the match processed 
at a fervent pace, and the ball 
moved speedily from one goal-post 
to the other. Often, both teams came 
very near to scoring, but each 
time they fumbled as a tenacious 
battle ensued on the field and the 
players fought to put their side 
ahead. 

Then, when it looked as though 
the match would end in a draw, 
East Bengal netted for the third 
rime . . . yes, once again, through 
that dangerous forward Surajit 
Sengupta. 




This was, indeed, a severe set¬ 
back to the Tliai.s' hopes, but cveit 
white they were preparing for a 
counter-attack, Mihir Bose deliver¬ 
ed the coup de grace — at the 
sound of the whistle — and 1-asi 
Bengal were clear winners by four 
goals to two. 

East Bengal had won the Bardo¬ 
loi trophy, bul ironically, they i..’ 
not ‘rf.-ccive’ it. In an ast*'niv’:- 
turn of events, the spectator', 
doubt displeased with the m.itt): <- 
suit, invaded the field and set oil' 
with the trophy. Chaos reigned for 
some moments, before, ulnmaiely, 
the pri'/e diNtribulion ceremony 
was called off. 



The East Bengal defence is a shambles but 
Somporn (left) fails to score 




Vijay Khatore, 16 
C/o Sri S. R. Khatore, 

P. O. Barajamda, 

Dist: Singhbhum, 

Bihar. 

Hobbies: Stamp collection, cricket, 
badminton, western songs. 
Asilikantha Sarma, 17 
135, Umpling, 

Shillong, 

Meghalaya 793 006. 

Cricket, karate, music (esperial 
iy Western), reading. 

MIk S. Prathima, 17 
No. 33, IV Main Road, 

Kailas Bldgs., Maruthi Extension, 
Srirampuram, 

Bangalore 560 021. 

.Sports, novels, movies, discus¬ 
sing games, carrom. 

Abliay Jaipuria, 17 
C-46 South Extension II, 

New Delhi. 

Collecting letters, keeping re¬ 
cords and statistics of cricket, 
stamps collection, travelling, 
photography. 

Subroto 18 
C/o Dr. B. De, 

Salimpur .Ahr^ 

Patna 800 003. 

Cricket, reading, travelling. 




Anjan D. Sarkar, 21 
Govt. Housing Estate, 

Block No. F/.5, 

Milon Pally, 

Siiiguri, 

Darjeeling 734 401. 

Cricket, hockey, music, table 
tennis. 

Ocbobrata Qiosh, 22 
23, Nandan Road, 

Calcutta 700 025. 

Spon.s, travelling, trekking, pho¬ 
tography, music, reading 
Ajay V. Gujar, 22 
82, R. M. S. Colony, 

Behind Takli Police Line, 
Nagpur 440 013 

Sports and games, niDvies, cut - 
respondence. 

Shaikh M. Hanif, 22 
Khorli-Shim, 

P. O. Mapiisa, 

Goa. 

Exchanging .stamps, view cards, 
FD Covers, chcs.s. 

Shaikh A. Rahim, 22 
Block No. K 5/1. 

Barve Nagar, 

Ghatkopar, 

Bombay 400 084. 

Cricket, hockey, photography, 
pen friendship 
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HE Andhra Pradesh Chess As¬ 
sociation held an All India 
Open Tournament at Vijayawada 
(22/8 to 28/8) to celebrate its 
Silver Jubilee. 

In a 12-round Swiss among 88 
participants Sekhar Chandra Sahu 
(of Union Bank of India, Bombay) 
won the tournament with 11 points. 
Undefeated, he conceded only two 
draws and finished 1} points ahead 
of the next best. 

Other prize winners were: R. 
Nagendra (AP) 9i; A. K. Ghosh 
(WB) 9; Farook Ali (AP) 8); R. 
.Sridharan (Karn.) Sj; C. S. Amar 
(AP), L. K. Ramachandran (TN), 
Siva Prasad, K. V. Subramaniam, 
K. V. Ramana Murthy (AP) all 8. 

Cash prizes of Rs. 500, R$. 300, 
Rs. 200 were given to the first 
three respectivdy; Rs. 100 each to 
Nos. 4, 5 and 6; and Rs. 50 each 
to Nos. 7 to 10. 'rhe first five were 
also awarded silver trophies. 

FRENCH DEFENCE 
White; S. C. Sahu 
Black: R. V. S. Murty 

1. PK4. PK3 2. PQ3, (a) PQN3 
.1. PKN3, BN2 4. BN2, NICB3 (b) 
5. NK2, PQ4 6. PKS, KNQ2 7. PQ4. 
PQB4 8. PQB3, NQB3 9. PKR4, 

(c) QB2 10. BN5, PKR3 11. BB4. 
000 12. PR3, BK2 13. PR^ KNl 
14. PQN4, KRl IS. NQ2. BN4 16. 
NB3, BxB 17. NxB, BF3 18. BBl, 
BxB 19. KxB, PB.5 (d) 20. KN2, 
KRKl 21. RKl, NBl 22. QB2, KN2 
23. PR4. KRl 24. RK2, KNl 25. 
KRl, KRl 26. RKNl, QK2 27. QNl, 
RQ2 28. KN2, RBI 29. RRl, KN2 
30. RR4, (e) PB4 31. PxP ep, PxP 
32. RN4. QB2 33. NN6, (f) NR2 
34. NB4, NBl 35. (}QB1. NK2 36. 
PN5, (g) NB4 37. QQNl, NQS 38. 
NN6, NR2 39. RB4, QNl 40. QN4. 
(h) RKl 41. PR5, QN2, 42. RR4, 
NN4 43. NxN, RPxN 44. RRl, 
PK4I (i) 45. RPxP, RPxP, 46. PxP, 
PxP 47. RRl, QB3 48. QR4, NBl? 
(j) 49. QR8ch, KB2 50. RR7ch!, 
KOI 51. RxRch, KxR 52. QxPeh, 
KB2 53. RxP, RQl 56. QxPeh, KNl 
57. 0K6, QN2 58. RxP, RQ3 59. 
QK4, QxP 60. RQ-S, QB2 61. RxR. 
NxR QQ5, Black lesigns. 

(a) This move leads to positions 
similar to inverted King’s Indian 
Defence nr King’s Indian Attack if 
White can play PK5. 

(b) MCO 11 gives 4 . . . BK2 .5. 
NKB3, PQ3 6. 00, NKB3 (Evan- 
Foguelman, Buenos Aires 1960). 

(c) Discourages Black from K- 
side castling. Even after Black’s 
Q-side castling the move is useful 
for attack against his K-side Pawns. 

(d) The locked-up Pawn struc¬ 
ture reduces White chances of a 
breach in Black’s castled position. 

(e) Both sides have been grop¬ 
ing for a plan. White finds a good 


one to put pressure against Black's 
K-side Pawn structure. 

(f) A promising alternative 
seems 33. RN6! offering the ex¬ 
change, e.g. 33 . . . NxR (Black 
must accept as he cannot defend 
his KRP, for if 33 . . . QR2 34. 
NxKP) 34. PxN, QNl 35. NxKP 
with a Pawn for the exchange and 
a strong advanced passed KNP. 

(g) White has been waiting to 
make this move (without allowing; 
the Black Knight to block the posi¬ 
tion by . . . NQR4) so that he can 
now open QR.file for attack on the 
Black King. 

(h) Preventing 40 . . . NK5 with 
the threat 41. NK7. 

(i) With the advance of his back¬ 
ward KP Black ha.s .secured some 



The tempo 

•T* HE tempo of the World Chess 
Championship match between 
the holder Anatoly Karpov, 27 of 
the Soviet Union and the challen¬ 
ger Victor Korchnoi 47, a Soviet 
defector (now stateless) suddenly 
heightened between the eleventh 
and seventeenth games. 

Of (he first ten games, nine were 
drawn and only one (the eighth) 
was won by Karpov. This presaged 
a long drawn-out battle before 
either of the contestants first re¬ 
gistered the six wins necessary to 
decide the match of unlimited 
number of games. 

But of the next ei|^t games, four 
were decisive the 11th in favour of 
the challenger and the 13th. 14th 
and I7th in favour of the reigning 
champion. With the score 4-1 in 
his favour, Karpov now needs only 
two more wins and seems almort 
certain of defending his title, un¬ 
less Korchnoi is able to effect a 
miraculous recovery. 

Probably the age factor has be¬ 
gun to tell. Perhaps Korchnoi is 
more disturbed than Karpov by the 
psychological warfare in the form 
of frequent petty disputes and dis¬ 
courtesies Even the proposal for 
a draw is now made through the 
referee as the contestants do not 
want to cxch-’iige even a single 
word. 

In the 12th game Karpov adopted 
the Howell Attack 9. QK2 (invigo¬ 
rated by Keres) against Korchnoi’s 
Open Defence to Ruy Lopez. The 
Queens were exchanged on the 
17ih move. Karpov seemed to have 
the edge in the end game, but on 
the 23rd move Korchnoi found a 
clever sacrifice of his Queen Pawn 



freedom and chances of counter 
play. 

(j) After the game Murty sug¬ 
gested 48 . . . KB2! (49. QR7ch?. 
NN2) with a fighting game. 

END GAME 





White: Kf4; Nb.5: rvb2, b4. d6. 
Black: Kb6; Bb8; P’s-a3, c7. fS. 
White to play and win. 


heightens 

by advancing it QS-Qfi to activisc 
his pieces. Though he remained a 
Pawn down, he managed to reach a 
drawn Rook ending after 44 moves 
by adjournment time. 

No. 13 proved unlucky for Kor¬ 
chnoi and a harbinger of good 
luck for Karpov. From the Tar- 
lakover Defence put up by Kar¬ 
pov again.<!t Queen's Gambit the 
following position arose after 33 
moves: 


White; KKNl; QQR4; R*.s.QR2. 
QBl; BKN2; NKB4; P’s-Q4. K3. 
KB2, KR3. 


BiacK: UUni; K's-y:J, 

KB2; BKBl; QNB5; P’s-QB3, Q4. 
KN3. KR3. 


Play proceeded: 38. RxN! (a 
promising exchange sacrifice) PxR 
39. QxP (B4), QB4 40. NQ3^ BN2 
41. RR7 (Korchnoi took 40 minutes 
for this sealed move and was short 
of time to complete 56 in the sec¬ 
ond .session), RB3 42. RxR, RxR 
43. PQ5!, BK4! 44. PxP (While 
now has l w o Pawns for the ex¬ 
change and his advanced pas.scd 
QBP is strong), KN2 45. BK4. 
QN4ch 46.,^KB1, BQ3 47. BQ.5, RK2 
48. BB3, 1?R4 49. BQl, QKB4 SO. 
KK2, RK5 51. 0B3ch, QB3 52. QN3. 
QB4 S3. QN7ch. RK2 54. QN2ch. 
KR2 55. QQ4. BB2 56. QKR4?? (A 
blunder just before time control), 
RK5 57. PB4 (the only move to 
save the Queen), BN3 58. BB% 
RxPeh KQ2. QR4ch 60. KQl, 
QRSch 61. KQ2, RKS and Korchnoi 
resigned in view of 62 . . . BR4ch). 


The 14th game was indeed a cre¬ 
ditable win for the defending 
champion. Against Korchnoi’s Open 
Defence to Ruy Lopez: 1. PK4, PK4 


44 
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KVLfHAT is the magic key to 
competitive bidding hands?” 
asks Dhiranjan Sarkar of West 
Bengal posing these t w o hands 
from a Calcutta local Swiss League. 
Hand 1: 

nil 

AKQ7 
Qxxx 
KQ987 
N 

Q10 X X X X X 
E XXX 

Jx 


AK J9xx 
X W 

AK 
xxxx 


S 
nil 

J x X X X 
lOxxx X 
AJIO 

Both sides vulnerable. Dealer 
We.si. 

In one room the bidding was: 

W N E S 

IS X 4S r.D 

Dbl. P P P 

Without the double-dummy lead 
of a low club, ‘5 Diamonds’ rolled, 
whereas ‘5 Spades’ was unbeatable 
for E/W. 

What was wrong with the F, 'W 
bidding sequence? How do you 
assign the blame? 

There is no magic key to these 
hands and no substitute for tabl» 
judgment but even so . . . East’s 
pass of ‘5 D doubled' was heroic! 
Most experienced players would 


prefer to pull out the double. They 
like to bid one more on wild hands 
of this sort. What did East have 
to offer partner in defence, any¬ 
way, except the certainly of anni 
hilating his spade tricks? True the 
*4 Sp8d6* bid made no defensive 
promises but East’s card.« screamed 
that their side should declare — 
not defend. 

Should West have doubled '5 S’? 
He certainly had two defensive 
tricks^ but his hand was aggressive¬ 
ly oriented . . . the more so after 
his partner’s leap to ‘4 Spades.’ 
My bid on the West hand would 
be a 'Pass’ of ‘S D' which should 
be forcing in this situation. With 
just the heart Ace and a singleton 
club with partner there could be 
a spade slam whilst the penalty 
from S D paltry. 


In the 
was: 

other room 

the bidding 

W 

N 

E S 

IS 

2S 

P 3H 

3S 

4H 

■t J’ 

P 

5H 

5.S P 

P 

5 NT 

P 6C 

Dbl. 

Dbl. 

eH 

P P 


North’s ‘2 S’ cue bid might not 
be everybody’s cup of tea but is in 
keeping with the modern style. 

East’s first round pass is too mys¬ 
terious for me. I would like a leap 
to *!> S’ on his band to make them 
guess at an uncomfortable level. 


CHESS from p 44 

2, NKB3, NQB3 3. BN5, PQR3 4. 
BR4, NB3 Ty. 00. NxP 6. PQ4. PQN4 
7. BN3. PQ4 8. PxP, BK3 9. PB3, 
BQB4 10. QNQ2. 00 II. BB2, BKB4 

12. NN3, BKN5 Karpov varied with 

13. PKRS, (instead of 13. NxB in 
the 2nd and 4th games which were 
drawn) BR4 14. PKN4. BKN3 15. 
BxN, PxB 16. NxB. PxN 17. BB4, 
QxQ 18. QRxQ, NQl 19. RQ7 with 
a distinct advantage in the end 
game. On the 29th move Karpov 
sacrificed t h e exchange to win 
Pawns. The adjourned position 
after 41 moves was hopeless for 
Korchnoi and he resigned on the 
50th move in the second session. 

The 13th and 14th adjourned 
games were played on the sanie 
day and Korchnoi dropped two 
points in the duration of an hour! 

Kqrchnoi’s English opening in 
the ISth game transposed 10 

S teen’s Gambit Catalax (Fian- 
etto of the King Bishop). The 
Queens were exchanged on the 
18th move and after further rapid 
exchanges a drawn Rook ending 
with four Pawns each on the same 
side was reached on the 25th move. 

In the 16th game Korchnoi aban¬ 
doned the Oj^en defence to Ruy 
Lepez and switched over to the 
French Defence. Karpov treated it 
with the Trarrasch Variation (1. 
PK4, PK3, 2. PQ4, PQ4) 3-NQ2, 


PQB4 4-KPxP, KPxP SBNSch, B02 
6. QK2ch. QK2 7. BxB ch. NxB 8. 
PxP NxP 9-NN3. QxQch etc. With 
his Isolated Queen Pawn and later 
an isolated Queen Rook Pawn Kor¬ 
chnoi bad to struggle for 42 moves 
to reach a drawn Rook ending. 

Korchnoi .suffered a demoralising 
defeat in the 17th game. Against 
Nimzo-Indian Defence he once 
again tried the unusual 6. PQSI? 
and Karpov reacted with the gam¬ 
bit 6. . . PQN4! as in the earlier 
game (which was drawn). After a 
complicated middle game Korchnoi 
blundered in the following position 
falling a victim to Karpov’s dia¬ 
bolical trap: 

White: KKNl, R’s-QR3. KR7. 

P’s 0R4. KN2, KR2. 

Black: KK7. RQR3, N’s-Q7, K5. 

The play was: 38. . . RQB3 39. 
RRl?? NB6 ch!! and White resig¬ 
ned in view of 40. PxN, RN3ch 41. 
KR. NB7 mate. 


SPORTING SAM . . . 



‘5 NT* and ‘6 C’ bids is not very 
clear but N/S did not succumb to 
the temptation of doubling ‘i> S’. 
Tliey bid one more and got the 
par result. 

I’m not sure I’m very keen on 
Wes.’s Dbl. of ’6 Hearts’ Have 
you ever heard of the Hayden .''lam 
Double Convention? When oppo¬ 
nents bid six in a competitive nuc 
tion, second-hand diuibles with two 
defensive tricks but pusses with one 
or more — Pounh hand sacrifices 
with no defensive trick, doubles 
with one defensive trick —• iiivis. 
tug co-operation and pas.se.<> with 
two defensive tricks. It is not al 
ways possible to giiuge defensive 
tricks but the rule can be a useful 
guide. 

Hand 2: 


XXX 

Qx 

A I X X X 
Qxx 
N 

AKQJIOxxx 
XX vu V 

Qx 
A 


X X 

'■ ‘tl X X X X 
10 X \ » 

s 


S 


nil 


A .1 X 
K X 


KJxxxxxx 
Both sides vuliierable. 

Bidding 
Open Kooin. 

H 1 -. ‘,v 

P I* It' 4 .s 


Closed Room. 

N K S W 

P 2H .iV 4S 

(weak) 


In the open looni Norih’.s pass 
of 4 B jii la'/v- I feet North is wotdi 
a double, which in this sitiialioii 
should tend to show values - not 
a spade stack which t.s improbable. 
South would then certainly bid .1 
Clubs. Though the lay down slain 
might slill be missed after the pre¬ 
empt, I h e partnership would ,i’ 
lea.st land in a sensible contract. 

In (he closed room East’s 2 H 
opening bid and We.st’s subsr-riuer.t 
jump to 4has made life really 
tough for North. I find it hard to 
critirUe him. He has been made 
to guoik and he has guessed wrong. 
Hard Inck! But had be bid one 
mni'tt 


• . • by Wootton 
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Olympics or bust 


Mm 



nRITAIN seems to be following 
® the footsteps of Israel in boy¬ 
cotting the Moscow Olympics, and 
with the Games still about two 
years away. I’m sure there will ^ 
a lot more talk of boycott. 

At the same time, there is r» 
sentment among journalists, athle¬ 
tes and sports associations over 
government intervention in these 


Shocking selection, this 

T was distressing to learn that successful lour in batting as well 


T. N. Srinivasan has not been 
selected for the conditioning camp 
to be held at Bangalore. M a n ^ 
people would agree that T. N. Srini¬ 
vasan is the best stroke player in 
the country after Gavaskar, Viswa- 
nath and Patel. It is a pity that 
such a good batsman has not been 
included in the top 25 players in 
the country, especially after his 
successful in ...j i,.uica- 

shire league. 

— C. H. Swaminathan (Madras). 

T WAS shocked over the omis- 
* sion of T N Srinivasan and 
Yajurvindra Singh from the 25 
selected for the cricket camp at 
Bangalore. 

Srinivasan batted well in the 
Lancashire league this year, and 
Yajurvindra Singh too has had a 


Pained 

y WAS pained to read Mihir 
Bo-se’s article 'Bouncers,— this 
far, no further’ (SW, Sept. 3, 
1978). In a paragraph the writer 
Kay.s; “Remember cricket is a bats¬ 
men’s game ...” 


as fielding, in Kenya. 

It seems that competence is not 
the only pre-requisite for selection. 

— N. Singh (Rajkot). 

•ysHE conditioning camp for the 
^ Pakistan lour includes players 
like Patel, Sharma, Mankad and 
Madan Lai who have consistently 
provoi-t that they are not Test class, 
Patel and Madan LaJ have also 
proved to be rather shaky again.st 
fast bowling. Again, what is the 
use of including Narasimha Rao, 
Yashpal, Biirman, Ved Raj a n <1 
Hans when everyone is certain that 
they wili not he selected? 

— Ashok Kamat (Goa). 

Bad taste 

E ast Bengal’s footballers left 

a bad impression, after t h e 
final of the 27th Bandolai Cham¬ 
pionship. with their outrageous be¬ 
haviour and obscene gestures to¬ 
wards rival players, referee and 
.spectators. 

At such times, I wonder whether 
they are players and sportsmen at 
all! And if they are sportsmen, I 
can't seem to understand why they 
.should resort to such untoward 
demeanour. 


mattm's. This grievance is quite 
justifiable. 

However if athletes are discon¬ 
tented with government’s unwar¬ 
ranted interference in matters of 
sports, they should also realize 
that they are fighting for partici¬ 
pation in the Games which are 
scheduled to be held in the capital 
of a country which has abrogated 
individual rights of not only her 
sportsmen, but of all citizens. 

True, many sportsmen and wo¬ 
men would have put in years of 
practice for the Olympics and a 
withdrawal from the Games would 
shatter all their hopes and endea¬ 
vours. But is participation all that 
an athlete strives for? I believe 
there is something more important. 
A code of conduct applies even to 
sportsman. 

Soviet Russia, apparently does 
not value any code of conduct for 
decent existence. As evidence con¬ 
sider the trials of Shebransky and 
Gin.sburg. 

Any person living in non-com¬ 
munist world, and who had experi¬ 
enced even a modicum of liberty, 
would be outraged if he is con¬ 
fronted by a KGB agent with a gtm 
who says: “Your life or your 
freedom.” 

And if the peonies of the freer 
nations consider a circumvention of 
their liberiic.s an affront to their 
existence, let them not forget tlia: 
by going to Moscow they will, in 
effect, acknowledge Soviet Union’s 
atrocities. Let us not help them 
pretend that what they are doing 
is right. Their actions arc not 
justifiable. 

Perhaps the only way of making 
Soviet Russia aware of it^r injus¬ 
tices is to banish them from ail 
international meci.s. And (he Olyni 
pics offers the best occasion. 


Really? And where do the bowl¬ 
ers figure? I mean, are players like 
Bedi, Chandrashekar, Lillie, Ro¬ 
berts. 10 name only a few, included 
in the team Just to make up the 
eleven? 

— Tapu Raha (Krishnanagar). 

Gagged 

T NDIAN cricketers will go lo 
-■ Pakistan later this month wish 
strict orders that they shall not 
grant interviews for any new.s- 
paper, journal, magazine, broad¬ 
casting and television authority. By 
this action, the players will be 
gagged throughout the course of 
the tour and, perhaps, do nothing 
else but play matches. 

Strange happenings these are, in 
this country. In fact it is a suspi¬ 
cion of the days of the emergency 
when the whole nation wa.s gagged. 

— Subeer Chopra tNew Delhi). 


— Dipak Upadhyaya (Gauhaii). — Vikram Chopra (Bombay). 






by HOSEY MISTRY 


Is a scissors with the legs over 
the body a legal hold in free¬ 
style wrestling? 

Can the edge of the cushions 
project -mly 1} ins. over the 
slate of a standard billiards 
table? 

Can a boxer adopt a complete¬ 
ly passive defence by means 
of a double cover? 

What are the hazards in golf? 
When does the evaluation of a 
gymnast’s exercise begin in the 
horizontal bar? 

In the breast stroke swimming 
event can a swimmer take two 
strokes under water after the 
turn? 


7. Of how many points is a game 
of squash? 

ANSWERS: 

]. No. 2. No. The projection shall 
not be less than l| ins. nor more 
than 2 ins. 3. No, it is a tout. 4. 
They include the exposed soil or 
sand in a bunker or a sand trap, 
ermanent water areas and their 
anks, such as ponds, brooks and 
ditches, and me water in such 
areas. 5. The moment the gymnast 
leaves the floor. 6. No. The swim¬ 
mer is allowed one arm stroke and 
one leg kick under water after 
the turn. 7. Nine, but at 8-all the 
game may be set for two more 
points. 


Printed and published by Khalid Ansari for Inquilab Publications (Pvt.) Ltd. at 
Inquilab Offset Printers, 156 D, J. Oadajee Road, Bombay-400 034. 
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niobtuiizedlaflierwifli^-4ior , 
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you work up a rich erwinv Idther PowwHva Da-Luxo La«»ar... 

Within seconds. Lathar that raf.i». **•* creamy smooth lather and 


Chooit your kind of gfitving 
phasuro from Pafmoino 
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you work up a rich creamy lather Pomwllve Da-Luxe 


you wore up a rich creamy lather •'•Hnoiive ua-Luxa LaUtei... 

within seconds. Lather that retains *"* creamy smooth lather and 
moisture lonser for comfort all “ masculine fragrance for 

through your shave. Softens even the •having pleasure, 
har^st toard. Indues razor glide. Polmollve Lemon-Frash.. 

And while you got your closest. *''*h a lemon-fresh tang for 
WTOtliesf shave ever, Palmolive's refreshed after-shave feelini 

fr^Th°e •’••"Mrliva Manthol-Cool.. 


with a lemon-fresh tang for a 
refreshed after-shave feeing. 
Palmolive Manthol-Cool.., 
dashingly cool fragrance and 
skin-cooling menthol. 
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Mohammad Ait won the world 
heavyweight boxing title — for an 
unprecedented third time leat 
week, and proved that he really is 
she gi'catesl. Even at 36, Alt dis- 
1 a y e d glimpses of his former 
rilllance and endurance as he out¬ 
pointed i.enn Spinks in their 15- 
round encounter in New Orleans 

. . . . p 6 

The Indian cricket team to Paki¬ 
stan announced thia week carried 
no surprises. Kapil Dev and Yash- 
pal Sharma are the new caps 
while Patel and Mankad have been 
dropped. Reaction of former cric¬ 
keters . . . p 11 

Ever since their ostracism from 
international cricket in June 1970, 
South Africa has not played a Test 
match, but mutii't-acial cricket has 
developed in the country. In an 
interview recently, former English 
cricket captain Peter May has 
called for nn acceptance of South 
Africa into the international cric¬ 
ket scene . . . . p 9 

lit a superb display of tennis, 
i m in y Connors outmanoeuvred 
jorn Borg in the US open cham¬ 
pionship and shattered the Swede’s 
hopes of winning the Grand Slam 
this year. Borg'.s defeat was a re- 
vcr.se of the Wimbledon final as 
(' o u II n r s overwhelmed him in 
straight sets .... p 21 

N'liional badminton champion, 
i’r:it..'sb •’•.i(tul..ine .ulded more titles 
'>> his giil.ix, u) c,II ill I' 'I- tiiphs 


by winning three eventa In the 
Bombu Gymkhana open champion¬ 
ship. Even a bothersome heel in- 

t ury posed no problem for Padu- 
one as he relentleaaly overcame 
all oppoaition on his way to cham¬ 
pionship victories .... p 26 

Hosts Jsmmu and Kashmir qua¬ 
lified for the quarter-final stage in 
the Santosh trophy national soccer 
championship. However, they 
faced minor opposition In their 
cluster, while some of the better 
teams grouped with stronger rivals 
were eliminated .... p 31 


The Table Tennis Federation of 
India has announced that 
Rs. 125,000 would be s p e n t on 
eight junior players for a six-week 
training programme abroad. At the 
same time, the TTFl has asked 
State associations to collect 
Rs 12,500 from each plsyer for sir 
travel and pocket expenses ... p 36 

The five Turf Authorities at India 
have agreed to recognise the Joc¬ 
keys Association of India only if 
they accept certain conditions. One 
of these demands is an attempt to 
keep outsiders from being appoin¬ 
ted nfilcc-bcarers of the JAI . . 

. . p .« 

FEATURES: Profile .... p 28; 
Question box .... p 37; Sports- 
folk .... p 40; Bussing around 
.... p 42; C li e s 8 . . . . p 45: 
Bi idge .... p 4.5. 
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Mohammad All 

O OME facet just keep com- 
(ng back until you wonder 
"Could there ever have been a 
time I didn’t know him?" 

And this one above . . . ihe 
most familiar face in the 
world? ... It beck again . . . 
on top . . . the No. 1 . . . cham¬ 
pion onc^ more. 

Mohommnd All whipped 
Leon Spinks in New Orleuns 
on points over 15 rounds—the 
third time he has won the 
world heavyweight title. 

First there was Liston, then 
there was Foreman, now 
Spinks. Each was champion 
but none could subdue t h c 
fighter who has always insited; 
"1 am the greatest." 

Spinks was made to look 
merely an upstart. The defeat 
of seven months ago was aven¬ 
ged and the athlete who has 
rightly been rated "the most 
phenomenal in history" is again 
ruling the world today. 

And for how much longer? 

Ali is four months away 
from his 37th birthday. He has 
plenty of plans away from 
fighting. But he will be back. 
You haven’t seen the last or 
this face yet. 

Ali has plans to star in a 
big budget lilm about slavery. 
He is intent on reoliaing his 
scheme for a world-wide orga¬ 
nisation to help the sick and 
under-privileged. 


(A reproduction of the origi¬ 
nal oil painting of Mohammad 
Ali in the role of Gideon Jack- 
son especially commissioned 
for film producer Zev Braun) 


Comment Khalid Anaari 

May cricket reign supreme 

VUDOS, selectors, for e most commendable Job for the challenging 

tour of Pakistan. 

Barring differences of opinion concerning the odd omiision or in¬ 
clusion, even the most festidious of critics will And little fault with the 
16-mamber squad which leaves Bombay next Saturday. It wai 23 yeara 
ago ihot an Indian team viaited Paklatan, the last oeriea between the 
two nations having been played 18 years ago in India. 

Although most of the players selected themselves on known form 
and performances In the Irani Trophy match in Bangalore, the dec!- 
aiona to include the leienied pace bowler Kapil Dev (even for a tour of 
Pakistan where the wickets are notorlouely placid) and young batsman 
Yashpal Sharma ore praiseworthy. Tliere will be misgivings In certain 
quartara ovar the exclusion of Aanok Manked, Brijesh Patel and Madan 
Lai who have aarvtd the country with some distinction. But it is evi¬ 
dent that the selectors were looking ahead. How one withea that the 
tame yard stick had been applied in the cose of at lean one promiaing 
spinner at well. It is also unfortunate that placas could not be found 
for DhiroJ Partene and Yajurvindre Singh, the letter having bean tur- 
prisingly dropped aven from the 25 chosen for the Bangalore camp. 

Tha teem eppeare well balanced end ehnuld be able to |dve the 
Pakistan teem, rtilnforced by the inclusion of Pucker’s 'piretos/ a run 
for their money. Much, of course, will depend on the oft-crlticieed 
‘dead* wickets and allegedly 'inapt' .umpiring as also the emotional 
crowds across the border. It is hoped that these and ultra-defaneivc 
postures by the rival captains, will not come in the way of whet could 
be a most Interesting series. Both countries have cricketers of brilliant 
ability to make it that. 

Tha sarlts ahead could be a testing time for Bithan Singh Bedi. 
From all reports, his career as India captain appears to depend largely 
on his performances In Pakistan. He is still master of ell that he surveys 
in hie craft and has the ability to inspire his teammates to give of thair 
best. In Australia he was a PR man par excellence and can be counted 
on to be eo In Pakistan as well where he has numerous friends and wal^ 
wishars among cricketers and lovers of the game. But it ie hoped that 
his occasional waywardness and back-slapping intimacy with former 
county toammata Mushtaq and his Packer colleagues will not coma In 
the way of making his adrenalin run in the desired meaeura. 

Given a bit of luck this team could well come up trumpa over 
Ptkistan — even though they now seem lu suffer from an embarrua- 
meni of riches — In what could be a most absorbing serlee as ie the cite 
whenever the two neighbours engage in sporiing combat. Here's wleh- 
ing Bedi end his boys the very best. Ii is the fervent with of cricket 
lovers on both sides of Ihe border that Crickei in ihe true sense of the 
word should reign eupreme — above politics and all else. 


Quotes 

"Twelve months ago I felt there as 
a special Job to do. But I was 
only a caretaker. I must now 
•tend down for the good of Aus- 
trallen cricket." 

— Bob Simpson 

"I have trained harder for this 
fight that I did for the last one. 
Thart ain't a man who can beat 
Ali on boxing bacauso that's his 

gama." 

— Leon Spinks 

“I shall simply go and do my best 
for England as I have always 
dona. I don't know how to do 
anything else." 

— Geoff Boycott 

“On the ouuide Ali may look like 
he used to, but inside he looks 
like any other filter who has 
absorbed punuhment for 18 
years. In my function os a phy¬ 
sician drawing on my experience 


end reeponsibillty, I see more 
then a great phyiical spechnan, 
H brave and magnificent fighter. 
I iiRve seen the damage done to 
unseen areas. 1 grieve for the 
cnn'lnuoua erosion of the man's 
health and longevity." 

— Dr. Ferdie Pacheco 

"It's fine to cheer a great point. 
The roar tort of ebbs end flows, 
and it creates teneion, anticipa¬ 
tion in the air. But tennii play¬ 
ers have involuntary reactions to 
movement and sound. May be ■ 
distraction doesn't cost you the 
point, but it affects your concen¬ 
tration. If I’m a paying ipecta- 
lor. I’m there to get the best 
quality tennis. It’s not my right 
to yell and scream at the wrong 
times. That -brings the quality 
down . . . 

— Tennis veteran Sven Davidson. 
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Ali—the third coming 


OHAMMAD ALf reigns again. 

He is ihe flrst man in history 
to win the worJd heavyweight title 
three times. 

Ali outclassed Leon Spinks in 
New Orleans and left everyone 
wondering how many more mira¬ 
cles he will perform before the end 
of what must now surely be the 
most phenomenal athletic career in 
history. 

Ali proved yet again that time 
is just his plaything. With an¬ 
other peat surge of his remark¬ 
able will, Ali, at 36, .showed that if 
time waits for no fighter, it pauses 
respectfully for a man who is now 
entitled to assume that he really 
IS the greatest. 

“The greatest of all lime,” pro¬ 
claimed Ali afterwards. “The great¬ 
est of all time.” he repeated as he 
had done on his stool during the 
fight. 

Those who had carefully examin¬ 
ed his preparations were only par¬ 
tially convinced that Ali could re¬ 
sist (he devouring persistence of 
Spinks’ youth. But Ali, astonishing¬ 
ly, had done it again, reaching 
once more into the well of his 
pride. 

A; times he fought an old 


fighter, relying on old fij^ter tricks 
— the heel of the glove, clutch and 
hold, the wisdom of the veteran 
pru. An4 yet there were always 
illuminating passages, constant re¬ 
minders of the dazzling hand speed 
that has bemused and frustrated so 
many along the way. 

This wasn’t the Ali who lanced 
into Sonny Liston’s stone-faced in¬ 
vincibility. Not the Ali who fought 
the pounding Joe Frazier to a 
standstill in Manilg. ^-ot the Ali 
who confounded Geor,. Foreman 
in Zaire. 

Tills was a great fighter, with 
something still to prove, drawing 
on his impressive credentials and 
blessed with the quality and cou¬ 
rage to confound the most caustic 
of his critics and the most bene¬ 
volent supporters. 

All forced his huge frame beyond 
the normal limits of pain and en¬ 
durance to win by a huge margin. 
He knew he had the fig^t sewn up 
long before the end but h i s im¬ 
mense pride demanded that he 
took himself to the point ot ex¬ 
haustion at the final bell. 

Ali knew he could not lose on 
points after the 10th as the score 


cards of the referee and two 
judges later revealed. He could 
have coasted home but was deter¬ 
mined to teach a lesson to Spinks, 
who had been a 24-year-oId upstart 
of only seven professional fights 
when he dethroned Ali in February. 

Ali revealed: “I was being told 
in my corner that 1 was winning 
round after round. Spinks knew by 
the 10th that be had to knock me 
out to win and got more desperate 
and frustrated as I grew more 
confident.” 

Ali went on: “I had my body in 
shape this time and knew it could 
do what my brciin told it.” Spinks 
didn’t know whui to do, mainly be¬ 
cause too many people were trying 
to tell him. 

Without wanting to take any 
glory from All’s performance it 
now seems diat it was only his own 
carelessness — aHowittg Spinks to 
“rob my house while 1 was away” 
to quote All’s own words — that 
beat Ali last time. The sad truth 
is that Spinks won the title before 
he was ready for it. 

Brilliant thouidt his February 
victory was, he subsequently failed 
to behave like a champion and the 
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people who mattered most didn't 
treat him like one. 

Spinks offered a strangely simple 
explanation; “My body was ready, 
my mind wasn't, hght.” 

Spinks’ camp h a d a grievance. 
“Ah was allowed to wrestle and 
hold like no other tighter could 
hope to do without being disquali¬ 
fied. There's always been a double 
standard for him iu that depart¬ 
ment.” said trainer Sam Solomon. 

That infringement apart it wa.s 
a magnificent showing by a man 
whose only chance with Spinks 
appeared to be to iry and fake him 
out early But he reached back 
into history — danced and jabbed 
and fought the sort of fight that de¬ 
fies the imagination. It was amazing. 

Amazing enough to dominate the 
first two-thirds of the fight with a 
certainty that gradually dissolved 
Spinks' bulbous-lipped confidence. 
Ali galloped through the early 
rounds, building a healthy balance 
of clearly won rounds that would 
eventually prove to be unassailable 
as long as he could avoid the threat 
of one mind-numbing punch. 

Spinks, his frustration becoming 
more obvious as the fight develop¬ 
ed, wasn’t capable of that sensa¬ 
tional intrusion into All’s battle 
plan. 

“That just wasn’t me in there,” 
said Spinks afterwards. "I didn't 
have my mind together. 1 was con¬ 
fused. I had problems. I wasn’t 
interested in how Ali was going to 
fight. Only in the way I wanted tc 
fight. 1 didn’t fight at all.” 

The verdict was a formality. Ali 
by a distance, winning no less than 
10 rounds on the most biased card. 

it was what the lurid T-shirts had 
proclaimed in the shop window — 
it was indeed ....The Third 
Coming. 



The lurid proclama:k>n on T-shirts in the shofi 
window . . . The Third Coming 


Beyond boxing and titles 


LONE among the champions of 
sport his name and fame far 
transcend the mere confines of 
boxing. It is that mysterious, inde¬ 
finable something in him that only 
one word can describe — magic. 

For the former Cassius Clay is a 
brilliant improvismr too! The mas¬ 
ter of surprise with his own brand 
of rhythm, his imenious tricks and 
ploys are specifically designed to 
befuddle and bewitch his oppo¬ 
nents. 

Above ali, he has on invincible 
pride. And it is (hit —- plus 
knowledge timt be is probably the 
last great prince of. the heavyweight 
ring—which ^Ivaniaed him when 
he made ius big stand in that 
sweltering Louisiana rint 

For All the bard haul back really 
began in early June at bis Deer 
Lake camp hewn out of the side of 


a Penn.sylvania mountain. “T h e 
camp,” he says, “cost me more 
than 500,000 dollars. but ii is 
worth haif-a-milliun to get ready 
for a fight that is gonna be some¬ 
thing big to the re.st of the world.” 

Each morning around 5 a.m. Ali 
would ring a bell outside his per¬ 
sonal log cabin to wake his follow¬ 
ers. Then followed a dawn run in 
heavy bools, some of it uphill, 45 
minutes of calisthenics, including 
more than 300 sit-ups (a chore he 
hates), and a gargantuan break¬ 
fast. 

Later, the daily hordes of wor¬ 
shippers began to arrive and the 
more there were, the more Ali 
lUced it. Even now. after all the 
years of pain and glory, he reacts 
like a rising young actor to 
applause. 

Whatever It i $ faults of vanity 


and womanisiog. A 1 i genuinely 
loves people. He will spend hours 
signing autographs, posing for pic¬ 
tures, patting kids on the head. 

This routine went on day after 
day until last week when the time 
came for "The Greatest” and the 
whole Ali circus — about 40 on 
the' payroll — to Dy to New 
Orleans. 

Now, as the temperature touches 
93 degrees down by the rolling 
Mississippi, Ali is. in the words of 
his ring-wise trainer Angelo Dun¬ 
dee, “lean and trim and ready.” 

"He will come in around 220 or 
222 lb (15 St or 12 lb) and he will 
not make the same tactical mis- 
takes as last time.” 

“1 under-estimated Spinks ;n that 
first fight,” says AH. “Yeah I gave 
him the opening six rounds think¬ 
ing he would not last the course. 1 
thought 1 would come strong at ‘.ho 
end but 1 was exhausted panting.” 
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Bring South 

YT is time we brought South 
Africa back into the internatio¬ 
nal cricket scene. 

Since their i.solation in June 
1970, they have bent over back¬ 
wards to do everything that was 
asked of them. 

The game in South Africa is now 
multi-racial and it is time to take 
it out of the political scene and 
put it back where it belongs, in the 
sporting scene. 

1 am not sure that all the critics 
fully realise the enormous strides 
that have been taken. 

But I do resent very much that 
many who arc voicing opinions 
have never been to the country; 
that others, aware of the progress 
that has already been achieved are 
now looking for other reasons to 
retain the isolation. 

I took an England team to South 
Africa in the mid 1950’.s. There 
were problems. It would be foolish 
to pretend otherwise. 

But 1 think it only fair—indeed 
necessary—to show here how they 
have tackled them. 

In the beginning cricket was 
organised along ethnic lines with 
the South African Cricket Associa¬ 
tion. catering for whites the autho¬ 
ritative voice. 

There were also associations 


Africa back 

catering for Indian, Malay, African 
and coloured cricketers. 

In 1958 the South African Cric¬ 
ket Board of Control (SACBOC) 
helped to disband the ethnic asso¬ 
ciations and opened its member¬ 
ship to all provincial non-racial 
associations and until 1970 there re¬ 
mained three national bodies; The 
South African Cricket Association, 
South African Cricket Board of 
Control and the South African 
Cricket Board. 

On January 18, 1976, after two 
attempts to found a common plat¬ 
form had failed, a successful sum¬ 
mit conference was held in Johan¬ 
nesburg with all three bodies re¬ 
presented. 

That summit produegd a nine- 
man committee whoaa aim was to 
reconstruct the administrotion; to 
normalise the playing of cricket 
for ail cricketers, whatever their 
colour and to establish one cricket 
authority. 

From the bcginnng of the 1976-77 
season many clubs throughout the 
country became integrated volun¬ 
tarily and all leagues were com¬ 
posed of mixed dubs and cric¬ 
keters. 

September 18^ 1977, saw the 
birth of 0 n e single authoritative 
institution, the South African Cric- 



May . hilling out 


kci Union, incorpoialing the inr 
vious three national bodies. 

It represents all South African 
cricketers. 

It ha.s, I might add, an Indian 
gentleman as its president. 

Written into its constitution arc 
these words: “A mutual respect of 
the members in their dealings with 
each other, an inadmissibility of 
discrimination against member 
units or their individual members 
on racial, political, religious or 
other grounds.” 

September 18, 1977, was an his¬ 
toric date in South African cricket. 

I feel now that the time has 
come for the rest of the cricket 
world to endorse that major re¬ 
adjustment by asking South Africa 
to return to the fold. 

They have much to offer and It 
is one of the tragedies of our 
times that so many of their out¬ 
standing players have not had the 
opportunity to compete against the 
world’s best in the Test arenas. 

There may still be problems for 
South Africa to solve. But they are 
political. 

Cricket has done everything it 
was asked to do and 1 think t h e 
time is now ri^t to heed the 
message spelled out at the Prague 
European Games:— 

“Through sport for p^ace and 
friendship among nations.” 


Mliiions of our Fellow Citizens are 
in distress following the recent 
devastating floods 

THEY NEED HELP 
GIVE GENEROUSLY 

Send your contributions to.* 

Prime Minister's National Relief Fund, 
South Block, New Delhi-110 011. 
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Bedi faces a tough task 


TP HE formation of players asso- 
* ciations is a healthy develop¬ 
ment in any democratic society. 
ATjP, with its international ramifi¬ 
cations, is one of the more power¬ 
ful and influential bodies of this 
type. It is respected by RovcrninR 
bodies, promoters and sponsors 
and has framed an acceptable code 
of conduct for its members. Players 
associations for other sport.s are 
inclined to be insular in their ap¬ 
proach and outlook. But they have 
a definite place in the scheme of 
things in their respective countries. 

The players are not out to elimi¬ 
nate the administrators and make 
them redundant and obsolete. But 
they believe that collective bargain¬ 
ing can nelp each of them to find 
common goals in the particular 
game that each may profess to love. 
If the Indian table tennis players 
adopted a militant and aggressive 
altitude at the last National Cbam- 
pion.thips, they can hardly he 
blamed for this. There has been 
more rapport and a wider area of 
understanding between the Board 
oi Control and the cricket players 
association than between them and 
the TTl'I. 

M uch of the reason for this 
happy state of affairs may be 
oirei-;!} attribu'ed to Board Presi¬ 
dent Cliinnaswamy The septuagi- 
iiacu.ii cut his eye teeth on cricket 
adminisiration in Karnataka, so lo 
•-ih-mIv, and he has always been 
. ir.euablc to reason. Perhaps, T. D. 
hanga Ramanujam, who is dream¬ 
ing of directing and organising a 
third World Championships in 
India, may not blush if somebody 
were in refer to him as the living 
god of Indian IT. But he does 
seem to have a lot to learn in 
public relations when it comes to 
dealing with the players association 
from Chinnaswamy. 

Bedi, one of the prime movers 
in the formation of the cricket 
players association, stands at a fork 
in the road of his persona] life, 
which is entirely a private affair, 
and in his cricketing career which 
is a matter of public concern. 
Norihants gave Bedi a shabby deal. 
They denied him the nest egg of a 
tax-free Benefit Match which could 
have fetched him around £50,000 
sterling. Bedi may now get a Don 
Moracs to write a biography for 
him to offset that loss. 1 under¬ 
stand that he is toying with the 
idea. 

Meanwhile, Bedi has retained his 
position as the captain of India 
for the forthcoming tour of Pakis- 



liishan Bedi . . . victory is \i.al 


.an. Our neighbours from acro.ss 
the border are one ol our more 
recent cricket foes But they are 
treated like iradiiional enemies and 
each country would like to mark 
the revival of regular tours on a 
triumphant note. This time there' 
may be no room for acts of .i<< u. 
mutation at die rrea.se and ileiiial 
in the field. A positive rcsul: to 
the series would be a primal v oh 
jective. 

Bedi lares his ic>ughi.'Si a.ssig'i- 
ment. The fact that I’likistan h.ive 
recalled their Pack3*-ites to boost 
their stock and their morale, .so 
badly damaged in England during 
the .summer, make {heir intentions 
quite clear. Bedi will have a new 
manager, but there can be li tle 
change at such short notice to the 
men he will be called upon ,o 
command. Victory is vital. (>:hei 
wise, 1 fear, Redi's head will roll. 
This may be the rea.son why ''n 
players association would lik.' ..u 
Board to spell out its attitude U' 
Kerry Packer’s WSC. 

SELECTION Committee Chat 
^ man Luis Cordeiro had a trutn- 
pet .solo at the IHF Executive Meet 
ing at Madurai. He blew it! Cordeiio 
advocated that Govinda, Ashok iiu- 
mar and Phillips be dropped from 
the list of probables lor the Hyde- 
ra! ad training camp on dLciplin- 
ary grounds. No spccihc charges 
were made But if past misdemea¬ 
nours were at the back of Cor 
dciro'.s mind one wonders, as the 
IHF Executive did, why Cordeiro 
d i d not axe Surjit Singh a u <i 
Virinder. 

The devious attempt to get three 
Bombay players, Caldeiro, D’Mello 
and Kausnik. into the camp tvas 


not lost on the IHF Executive. Cor¬ 
deiro did no; have his way. Cor¬ 
deiro is noted for his powers of 
persuasion and eloquence. But 
these seem to be Inst on his co- 
selectors who .seem to be complete¬ 
ly (liseiichunted with the vaunted 
charms of advertsarics like Gopal 
Bcngra, Vincent Lnkra and Kara- 
ketiu, all rugged ployers of aver¬ 
age ability, who are among the 
drop-outs. 


•TsHE BHA spent about Rs. 25,000 
lo make Cordciro’s tsip to Eu¬ 
rope and Buenos Aires possible 0.1 
a World Cup observer. B o i hjs 
sketchy report, which did not con¬ 
tain budgetary proposals, earned 
the wrath of IHI-' President M A M. 
Hatnaswarnv and tt was left lo K. L 
Passi, iinunimiiusl.v i ntrusted wi h 
the organis,ilinn of the 11)82 World 
Cup, to pull the BIIA’s chestnuts 
out of the fin- and gel Bombay 
confirmed u.s the venue. 

The A ICS has not reduced the 
IHF to quivering gellatin. The IHF 
may have toed the Establishment’s 
line on the trip to Lahore as it 
has bigger fish to fry. The orgaiii 
.Sdtion of ihc World Cu|> could call 
for a R.S 1,000,(X)0 grant from the 
Centre. Field Marshal Sam Manek- 
sh'iw. a little bird whispers, h.is 
aicepii'd the legitimacy of the de¬ 
mand and will push hr. c key's 
iilaim.s Bravo! A high-powered com- 
mi'tee, with Naval Tala and S. K. 
W.tnkhecli' in distingiiishi'd posi¬ 
tions, will do the le-it Passi is a 
shrewd operator. He knows what's 
he-.| for Bombay hockey But it is 
still 00 ' tiio l;t'e tt»r India lo rt'v 
cioil tie.' decist'io to skip l.atio'e. 



K. L. P;!".! . . . potlit'-; JH).- 
che.siirui.s out of the fo e 
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Tuning 'em to perfection 


^UNED to perfection? Well, very 
^ nearly so, considering the pau> 
city of time. That wa.s the verdict 
of Oarshan Tandon, the NJS coach, 
who was in charge of the 10-day 
conditioning camp for the Indian 
cricketers prior to their tour of 
Pakistan. 

. It was unusual, fascinating and 
sometimes amusing to see our top 
cricketers everyday at the KSCA 
Stadium going through rigorous 
work-outs, condensed, of course, 
for want of time, for one and a 
half hours with practically no rest 
whatsoever in between. 

Darshan Tandon. who was our 
gymnastics coach at Edmonton re¬ 
cently, was also in charge of the 
first conditioning camp held at 
Madras last year before the Indian 
team left for Australia. The con¬ 
ditioning camp is, in fact, Dar- 
shan's brainchild and he did a 
wonderful job for our Thomas Cup 
badminton squad till he was asked 
to come on to the cricketing 
scene. At Madras, Darshan studied 
the cricketers* movements most 
minutely, noting the requirements 
for the development of the motor 
qualities, strength, speed and endu¬ 
rance. “Agility and flexibility are 
<0 be built up for a crickviter,” said 
Darshan and “I planned various 
exercises to develop them.” 

Darshan said that quite often 
coaches resorted to long distance 
running and rope climbing to build 
up strength and endurance. 1 don't 
go for this, he said, for a cricketer, 
in particular, hardly dees a long 
run on the held and at the most, 
it may be 50 to 60 yards and he 
makes a complete recovery after 
that run for he may not touch an¬ 
other ball for quite some time- 

Darshan's main exercises were 
skipping, short bursts with varia¬ 


tion in speed with the medicine 
ball and stair climbing with your 
foot coming up to a dO-degree 
angle. There used to be quite a 
long period of skipping with the 
coach maintaining the tempo and 
increasing or decreasing it as he 
thought fit. After that a run up the 
steps of the eastern stands, then a 
slow run from one end of the field 
to another, looking back and turn¬ 
ing round in the process, then a 
spell with the medicine ball and 
some more ground exercises. The 
medicine ball weighs two to three 
kgs and the cricketers in pairs 
throw it at each other flexing their 
muscles. They then lie on their 
backs with their legs entwined fac- 
' ing each other and throw the baM 
to and fro, thus, exercising their 
abdomen muscles. The amu.sing 
part came during the ground exer¬ 
cises which saw the cricketers coin¬ 
ing up with all sorts of contortions, 
ull scientific of course, under the 
watchful Tandon. We saw them 
stretched on Ihcir backs and com¬ 
ing up with a jack knife pqse lying 
on their tummies and do .some 
arching and, amidst a little groan 
here and a big ‘ammah’ there, they 
flexed their legs, their calf muscle.s 
getting all the attention. 

*‘1 wish I could be there doing ull 
those exerci.ses,” said Cricket 
Board .secretary Ghulam Ahmed, 
•sitting next to me and added, “(lie.v 
are just wonderful and keep them 
figlidng fi; ” Soon after in came 




■ Jb 


National selector M. L. Jaisimfaa 
along with his colleagues Polly 
Umrigar, Dattu Phadkar and Vijay 
Mehra. Said Jai, “these condition¬ 
ing camps are really good and 
Tandon is doing a mighty fine job.” 
Jai added, “Unlike the Australian 
for whom physical fitness is a 
fetish, the Indian is not bothered 
too much about it. He gets into the 
game and becomes involved in it 
and does not bother about any¬ 
thing else. These camps would cer¬ 
tainly make him realise the worth 
of keeping your body fit.” And Jai 
should know for he is still fit as a 
fiddle and, very recently, led the 
P. D. Stewarts XI to victory in the 
Moin-ud-Doula Gold Cup Tourna¬ 
ment at Hyderabad. 

The general opinion of Vijay 
Mehra, skipper Bedi and Prasanna 
was-. It -is very useful indeed. Bedi 
added 1 wish we had more-time 
for such camps. Man Singh, the 
second ofiicial for the tour of Paki¬ 
stan, said, “Such camps would 
keep the crickeiVrs completely 
tuned up and make them realise 
the worth of keeping fit. 

Darshan Tandon felt t h e need 
for more time but under the cir- 
cuin$tance.s this genial coach, who 
is planning to do his Ph.D. in sports 
movement analysis in East Ger¬ 
many, that's where he did his 
M.Sc, had done a wonderful job. 
Tandon strc.sscs the need for a 
carry over of this camp and I am 
sure the Board would look into 
that a.spect. 

— R. ARVINDAM 
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The players arc in good humour 



As they go tlirough ihcir paces at the training-camp 
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Two newcomers in 


^INETEEN-YF.AR-OLD Kapil 
Dev of Haryana and Yashpal 
Sharma,. 24, of Punjab, are the 
newcomers to the Indian side 
which will tour Pakistan. 

The selection committee of the 
Cricket Board, comprising of Polly 
Umrigar (chairman), Datiu Phad- 
kar, M. L. Jaisimha, Vijay Mchra 
and Kishan Rungta, assisted by 
skipper Bedi, met in Bangalore on 
the concluding day of the Irani 
Trophy match and made three 
changes in the team tha< toured 
Australia Islst .season. 

Anshuman G a e k w a d replaces 
Ashok Mankad. Ya.shpal comes in 
place of Brijesh Patel and Kapil 
Dev for Madan Lai. Gaekwad did 
go to Australia as a replacement 
for injured Surinder Amurnath to¬ 
wards the fag end of the tour. 

Tiic team was uniiouiicod by the 
Board president M- Chitinaswamy 
after the meeting that la.sied 'JO 
minutes. 

The team will leave for Pakistan 
from Bombay on September 23 and 
will play their first three-day match 
at Karachi on September 27. Fate- 
sinhrao Gaekwad will be the mana¬ 
ger and P. R. ^4ansil■gh will be 
the second oihcial. 

The team is: 

Bishan Singh Bedi (Delhi, 32, S8 
Tests. Captain 

Sunil Gavaskar (Bombay, 29, 37. 
vice-captain- 

Mobinder Amarnath (Delhi), 27, 

18 

-Surinder Amarnath (Delhi), 30, 7 
Chelan Chauhan (Delhi). 31, 9 
Karsan Ghavri (Bombay), 27, 11 
Dilip Vengsarkar (Bombay), 22,11 
Gundappa Viswanath (Karna¬ 
taka), 29, 43 

Syed Kirmani (Karnataka), 31, 20 
Bhagwat Chandrasekhar (Karna¬ 
taka), 33, 50 ' 

Erapalli Prasanna (Karnataka), 
38, 47 

Srinivas Venkatraghavan (Tamil 
Nadu), 32, 37 

Bharath Reddy (Tamil Nadu), 
23, — 

Anshuman Gaekwad (Baroda), 
2€t 14 

Yashpal Sharma (Punjab), 24, — 
Kapil Dev (Haryana), 19, — 

n Y and large, critics consider 
the Indian-team, selected this 
week, for Pakistan as the best 
under the prevailing circumstances. 
Here are comments and opinions 
of some of India’s former Test 
cricketers: 

NARI CONTRACTOR: 

1 AM glad that Yashpal has 
made the grade and wish him 


tvcll. I am also extremely hapiiy 
fur Kapil Dev. In any case he 
should have made (he grade to 
Australia, but at Inst his ability has 
been recognised. Ho fils in as a 
genuine all-rounder who can really 
bat, bowl and field. 

T am not at all surprised that 
Hrije.sh Patel. Ashok Mankad and 
Madan Lai have been dropped. 
Anshuman Gaekwad is lucky to 
find a place despite failing in (he 
Irani Trophy. It is now left to him 
to ju.siify his .selection. 

I am extremely disappointed 
that Dhii'iij Parsana does not find 
a place. What more the selectors 
could have asked from him in the 
Irani Trophy match, I do not know. 
I could have picked him in place 
of Karsan Ghavri. One thing is ob- 
viou.s that the selectors have not 
y e t located n potential replace¬ 
ment for our spinners because not 
n single up and coming spinner is 



Kapil Dev Yashpal 


included. If all Packer players play 
for Pakistan, then. I think our 
spinners will not be able to bear 
the onslaught. 

MADHAV MANTRI: 

T CONGRATULATE the selec- 

■* tors for a job well done. It’s a 
well balanced .side with seven bats¬ 
men, three all-rounders, who are 
also seamers, four spinners and 
two wicketkeepers. 

This means we will have baiting 
right upto No. 8. The selectors 
have done well to include Yash¬ 
pal and Kapil Dev on their current 
form. Kapil has good stamina, is 
perfectly fit and is t h e fastest 
howler of them all. 

The chairman of the selection 
committee, Polly Umrigar, having 
toured New Zealand, West Indies 
and Au.stiaiia with the team jn re¬ 
cent years, has tried to plug the 
loop-holes after observing the de¬ 
ficiencies on these tours. Those 
who have failed against pace have 
been eliminated. Our batsmen, 
having tackled pace bowlers of 
these countries should not find the 


speed of Imran, Sarfraz and Sikan- 
der Bakht too difficult to cope with. 

However, the inclusion of two 
off. spinners is a luxury on a short 
tour. Un slow wickets, there will 
be. less possibilities of bat-and-pad 
catches. I .should have included 
DhiraJ Parsana as a utility bowler 
to relieve the strain on other 
spinners. 

Kirmani is an automatic choice as 
wicketkeeper. I would have liked 
10 .see Bombay's Zulfiqar Parkar as 
second wicketkeeper, but he was 
not even selected for the coaching 
camp. Reddy and Ved Raj have not 
impressed me. Ved Raj's leg-side 
gathering is faulty. 

Our batsmen should not find the 
spin of Iqbal Qasim and Abdul. 
Qadir bothersome as they have 
played the best of the spinners. 

Since most of the members of 
the team have played together for 
a number of years, we have a g>iod 
combination and team.spirit and I 
give India 60-40 chance of winning 
the series. 

AJIT WADEKAR: 

'IP HE team is very good, selected 
on the basts of ciTirren>. form. I 
am happy that two promising young¬ 
sters — Kapil Dew and Yashpal — 
have been given a ehance. 

Brijesh Patel was given many 
opportunities to prove himself, but 
he failed miserably. It is, iiidceil, 
time that we should groom 
youngsters like Yashpal. And since 
four spinners were included in the 
side it was difficult to choose Dhi- 
raj Parsana. which i.s rather un¬ 
fortunate. 

My experience of the grounds in 
Pakistan (I visited the country last 
year) is that the wickets at Lahore 
and Karachi are too slow. Our 
spinners will be able to strike at 
Fai.salabad where the wicket is 
likely to be sporting. 

Alt in all, I expect the outcome 
of the series to be 1-0, in favour of 
either India or Pakistan. 

DILIP SARDESAI: 

.'T'HIS is the best possible side. I 
compliment the selectors for 
the inclusion of Kapil Dev and 
‘lYashpal. This is the time to look 
ahead. 

I am imposed to taking four 
spinners for a short tour,‘particu¬ 
larly two off-spinners. With pro¬ 
fessional experience in England, 
Pakistan’s batsmen are good oH- 
spin players, and their slow wic¬ 
kets arc not likely to offer much 
scope for bat-afid-pad catches. Pra¬ 
sanna could have sufficed and Dbi- 
raj Parsana .should have been in¬ 
cluded as a utility bowler. 
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Rest keep the pennant 

T he Irani Trophy remains viriih to select ihe team to Pakistan 

the Rest of India who scored a which was announced during the 

handsome victory, an outright one lunch-break by Board President 

at that, over Ranji Trophy cham- Chinnaswamy. 

nions, Karnataka with tv*o sterling Kapil Dev s display was an out- 
performances from their side get standing one for he bowled with 

ting due recognition — a trip to great accuracy on a pitch which 

Pakistan 1 o r paceman Kapil Dev gave him hardly any assistance. He 

and batsman Yashpal Sharma. moved the ball away from the bats- 

There was one more sterling per- men and brought one in occasional- 

formance which went abegging — ly to keep them guessing all the 

a solid century from Karnataka’s time. He showed his usefulness as 

Sudhakar Rao who was also top a quick run-getter with a swash- 

scorer for his side in the fir.st inn- buckling 63 not out, which con- 

ings. Sudhakar’s second knock was tained four towering sixes, three 

a superb one under terrihe pres- off Prasanna and one off Chandra- 

sure and just when he, with left- sekhar and also included six fours, 

hander Vijaykrishna looked like Yashpal was solid as ever and 
slaving off an outright defeat, he displayed a tight defence with 

came up with a wild shot, moving spells of truly aggressive hitting, 

out to Dhiraj Parsana and hope- But on two occasions he showed a 

les.sly missing the ball to be very poor judgment while ducking 

stumped. under Roger Binny’s bouncers 

But it wa.s a great knock, his which hardly got up on this true 

century coming during i h e spell pilch and one wonders how he will 

when the National selectors were stand up to Pakistan’s pacemen. It 

closeted with skipper Bishan Bcdi was tragic that he did not get his 



Sudhakar edges dangerously 


hundred but his 99 was worth 
much more. 

Brijesfa Patel failed twice and 
lost his place in the Indian team. 
In both the innings, he was tense 
and keyed up and just could not 
get going. This was tragic indeed, 
but one hopes Brije.sh, a great 
player that he is, stages a come¬ 
back to face the West Indies. Vis- 
wanath regained his prestige in the 
second innings with a classical 
century but here auin Chauhan, 
who had let him off in the first 
innings, obliged again. 1 feel Chau¬ 
han is too t^kative a person to be 
in the slips. 

Dhiraj Parsana, who was a pro¬ 
bable candidate for the tour, bowl¬ 
ed quite well to come up with a 
rich haul of wickets, but then he 
did not look capable of replacing 
any one on the tour. 

All eyes were on Sudhakar Rao, 
who was Oil the verge of his sec¬ 
ond Irani Trophy century and it 
took him quite some time to get it. 
He lost Kirmani who was snapped 
up by Bharat Reddy as he went 
fishing outside the off-$tump to 
Kapil Dev and then Venkatra- 
ghavan showed splendid anticipa¬ 
tion as he leapt to his right to grab 
a chance at gully to send back 
Jayaprakash. In came Vijaykrishna 
to give Sudhakar Rao fine support 
and this fine middle-order batsman 
finally reached i h e three-figure 
mark which took him 228 minutes 
and had 11 fours and a six. off 
Venkat. 

It was a shacking start for Kar¬ 
nataka as Sanjay Desai was beaten 
and bowled in the very first over 
from Kapil Dev and they never re¬ 
covered from that blow. 

The spotlight was on two out¬ 
standing pacemen Kapil Dev and 
Barun Burman, both staking strong 
claims for the Pakistan tour. Poor 
Burman could never get going and 
just when he had warmed up, be 
stopped a rasping drive from Vis- 
wanath, off his own bowling, and 
f-'actured his thumb and was out 
of action for weeks. 

Kapil rose to the occasion with 
a long accurate stint of bowling 
which fetched h i m two wickets, 
while Dhiraj Parsana, who was 
forced into the attack in place of 
Burman, grabbed the opportunity 
with a good haul of wickets with a 
mixture of medium-pace and spin. 
He was accurate in bringing the 
ball into the batsman on a pitch 
which was pretty docile. 

Viswanath who came in one 
down, was good, bad and indif¬ 
ferent. His flashy strokes, outside 
the off-stump, should have .sent 
him back on two occasions, both off 
Kapil Dev, but first Chauhan, at 
second slip muffed a chest-high 
chance, the ball popping out of 
his bands and then wicketkeeper 
Bharat Reddy dropped one behind 
.Ke stumps. Finally it was off a 
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change of pace delivery from Par* 
Sana that Viswanath holed out to 
substitute Rajinder Hans at cover. 

Karnataka, however, found Su- 
dhakar Rao in determined form 
and he came up with an impres¬ 
sive 56 to bring respectability to 
their score. Kirmani fell to a su¬ 
perb catch at short-leg by Nara- 
simha Rao and Jayaprakasb was 
run out due to a misunderstanding. 

There was no indication at all 
that the second day would belong 
to that dashing batsman Dilip 
Vengsarkar. He came in after Chau- 
han had left the scene with a pede¬ 
strian 30 and Surinder Amarnath, 
though not at bis agressive best, 
played quite delightfully for his 62, 
before offering Chandrasekhar a 
return catch. 

Chandrasekhar was bowi^ng on 
the spot, though unable to extract 
much lire from the pitch, but Pra- 
sanna wa.s as wily as ever, keeping 
the batsmen guessing with h i s 
superb variation of flight. 

It was 117 for three, when Veng¬ 
sarkar was joined by Yashpal. If 
there was anyone who could hit 
Prasanna off his length it was 
Veng.sarkar for, after ull, it was his 
sensational century for Bombay 
against Pras and his Rest of India 
at Nagpur that this lad had crash¬ 
ed into Test cricket. 

However, for 38 minutes Veng¬ 
sarkar was there tied down by ac¬ 
curate bowling at both ends and 
Prasanna having him in trouble on 
quite a few occasions. Never has 
such fine bowling gone unreward¬ 
ed. Then the tide changed and how? 
Vengsarkar got off tlie mark with 
a gentle push to point, off Chan¬ 
drasekhar and this was the spark 
that lit the fuse for the fireworks 
to follow. He drove Prasanna to 
the fence, pulled Chandra to the 
mid-wicket boundary and when 
G. V. Kumar came on, there was a 
rollicking six over long on and 
there was no stopping him. 

At the other end, Yashpal had 
regained h's poise and confidence 
and, though overshadowed, still 
caught the eye with his fine 
strokeplay. 

Venksarkar’s brightest moment 
came after tea when he raced from 
88 to 104 with four boundaries in 
one over from Vijaykrishna. Pra¬ 
sanna came back again to stop this 
run-riot and Vengsarkar clouted 
him for two sixes and showed his 
hooking power with a mighty six 
over square-leg, off a short rising 
ball from Roger Binny. Vengsarkar 
was there for 248 minutes for his 
155, hitting four sixes and 18 fours 
before he mistimed a drive, oft 
Binny, and Chandrasekhar |rate- 
fully accepted the catch at mid-on. 

The Vengsarkar-Yashpal partner¬ 
ship procured 222 runs for a new 
record. The spotlight now fell on 
Yashpal and he looked a very com¬ 
petent batsman indeed as he finish¬ 
ed the day on 87 with Narasimha 
Rao on three. 

Third day’s play in the Irani 
Trophy was won and lost by tea 


time on the second day itself. The 
main interest when play began was 
when Yashpal would get his hun¬ 
dred, how well tour probable Nara- 
siinha Rao would shape and when 
skipper Venkatraghavan would de¬ 
clare the innings closed. 

All three questions were answer¬ 
ed within 75 minutes. Yashpal wa.s 
not destined to get his ton he so 
richly deserved for, at 99, he dash¬ 
ed out from the striker’s end with 
Parsana rooted at bis spot and that 
was that. 

However, Kapil Dev, using his 
height and broad shoulders to the 
fullest advantage, came up with 
some tremendous hitting to remain 
unbeaten with 62 runs in precisely 
an hour. 

With skipper Venkatraghavan 
joining him for the ninth-wicket 
which was the last as Barun Bur- 
man was not fit, Kapil Dev swung 
lustily at Prasanna to crash three 
sixes, one of them landing on the 
lop .step of the members’ stand on 
the first floor. He added one more 
off Chandrasekhar. He also smack¬ 
ed six fours in a stand of 72 with 
his .skipper, who was 23 not out 
when he called off the massacre of 
t h c Karnataka bowlers, two of 
whom, Chandrasekhar and Pra¬ 
sanna, touched the hundred mark 
in their bowling figiir-.'s. 


Karnataka’s second innings was 
almost a repetition of the first 
with Sanjay Desai making a quick 
exit, and Viswanath repeating his 
blunder of the first innings, flash¬ 
ing outside the off-slump and 
Chauhan repeating h i s dropping 
the Karnataka star for the second 
time. 

Viswanath, however, never erred 
again and. with his classical touch, 
got a .splendid century. 

But before he got that he saw 
h i s teammate for so many trips 
abroad, Brijesh Patel, failing to 
score. Patel should have got runs 
this lime, as the result of the match 
was of no consequence to his side. 
But he was pegged down by an ac¬ 
curate Venkat who had him caught 
bat and pad by Narasimha Rao. 

To join Viswanath came the first 
innings' hero Sudhakar Rao. Here’s 
a lad who has proved his worth of 
a solid middle-order bafsinnii. able 
to fight back under pressure and 
one who has been badly neglected 
bv the selectors after his last tour 
abroad so mvrh so that his name 
was not even considered for the 
South Zone Duleep Tro|>hy team 
Sudhakar repeated his fir.st innings’ 
performance. 

— R. ARMNDAM 
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Advantage India 


I N 1952, a nt-w couniry, Pakistan, 
gained Tt'si status — • and came 
to Delhi t«»r the inaugural Test 
commencing October 16. India, 
playing in their '.MUh Test, defeated 
(he visitors by an innings and 70 
runs. 

'Phe destroyer was Vinoo Mankad 
— in much the same way as he 
had been eight months earlier 
when bringing India their first-ever 
Test victory at Madras over Eng¬ 
land. It is a remarkable tribute to 
his greatness that Vinoo Mankad’s 
bowling figures in both these Tests 
remain to this day series records 
against the respective countries. 

His 8 for 55 in the first innings 
and match-aggregate of 12 for 108 
at Madras in February,' 1952 are 
still the best for India in Si Tests 
vs England. Similarly, his 8 for 52 
in the first innings and match- 
aggregate of 13 for 131 ai Delhi 
in (X'lober, 1952 also remain the 
lie.si for India in 15 Tests vs 
i’akistan 


In the Pakistan team, two play¬ 
ers had represented India in pre¬ 
partition days — Abdul Hafeez 
Xardar, now captaining Paki.stan, 
and Amir Elahi, the hero of many 
a Quadrangular and Pentangular 
match. 

Though India’s win was mainly 
brought about by Vinoo Mankad, it 
was made all the more easier due ip 
a 109-run last-wicket stand between 
Ghulam Ahmed and Hemu Adhi- 
kari, — still the highest for India 
for the tenth wicket in all the 157 
Tests played by them. Pakistan’.s 
first- innings total of 150 also re¬ 
mains their lowest ever made 
against India. 

Pakistan took instant revenge bv 
defeating India in the next Test at 
Lucknow by a similar heavy mar¬ 
gin — an inninjP and 43 runs. The 
architect of their victory was Fazal 
Mahmood, whose 7 for 42 in the 
second innings and match-a^egate 
of 12 for 94 are still the be.st for 
Pakistan in any Test against India. 



Vinoo Mankad . . . fastest double 



ilanif Mohammed . . . record- 
holder 


A. feature of this match was the 
performance of Nazar Mohammad 
who batted right through the inn¬ 
ings of 331 for 124 not out — the 
only Pakistani in Test annals to 
perform the rare feat of an open¬ 
ing batsman carrying his bat 
through a completed innings in all 
the 93 Tests of their cricket history. 

India’s dismissal for 106 in the 
first innings represents their lowest 
score against Pakistan. 

When the two teams met at Bom¬ 
bay for the third Test, India went 
ahead again with a 10-wicket win, 
Vija^ Hazarc and Polly Dmrigar 
putting up 183 runs for the fourth 
wicket — a series record for the 
highest partnership for any wicket- 
position in any Test by India 
against Pakistan. 

This Test will forever be im¬ 
mortalised for a memorable event, 
— Vinoo Mankad completing the 
fastest ‘double’ of 1,000 runs and 
100 wickets in only his 23rd Test 
(still a world record) when he had 
Waqar Hussain caught in the sec¬ 
ond innings. 

Mankad took eif^t wickets in 
this match, and finished this in¬ 
augural series of five Tests with a 
rich haul of 25 wickets (average 
20.56) — the highest wicket-aggre¬ 
gate on either side in any of Uie 
three series so far played between 
the two countries — in spite of the 
fact that he did not play at 
Lucknow 

Vinoo Mankad, in fact, has made 
a clean sweep of the bowling hon¬ 
ours by aggregating 37 wickets 
(average 2A67) in 9 Tests vs Paki¬ 
stan — the most by an Indian. 
Fazal Mahmood, with 44 wickets 
(average 24.59) in 14 Tests vs 
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Fazal Mahmood . mosi 
wickets 


India, is ihe Pakistani record- 
holder. 

it is interesting to note that 
Polly Umrigar is the only Indian 
til have played in all 15 Tests vs 
Pakistan, and naturally he has the 
highest run-aggregate for India. in 
the three series: 911 runs (average 
53.58). Oily two Pakistanis have a 
cent per cent attendance record 
against India, — the record-holder 
Hanif Mohamtnad with 970 runs 
(average 40.41) and Inttias Ahmed 
753 runs. 

The firsi three Tests produced 
results, and the next 12 were to 
end in inconclusive draws, giving 
India an over-aP. edge of two vic¬ 
tories as against one defeat in a 
total of 15 matches. Contrary to 
popular belief, not all drawn Tests 
are dull. Some of the later Indo- 
Pakistani encounteis have pro¬ 
duced notable individual perfor¬ 
mances and high drama and ten¬ 
sion belied by the result. 

For instance, who can forget the 
first Test of the 1960-61 rubber at 
Bombay, with the Brabourne Sta: 
dium almost bursting at the seams 
with a seething screaming multi¬ 
tude in the throes of intense excite¬ 
ment I Pakistan, winning the to.s.s, 
were at one stage 301 for 1, mth 
Hanif and S a e e d Ahmed going 


great guns Then, the remaining 
nine wickets crashed for a mere 
49, t h e damage mainly done by 
Subash Gupte (4 for 43). » 

When India batted, they lost 
eight wickets for 300, and it seem¬ 
ed that Pakistan would gain a first 
innings lead. But no one reckoned 
with the batting abilities of wicket¬ 
keeper "Nana’^ Joshi and India's 
pint-sized "demon speedster" 
Ramakant Desai. These two added 
149 for the ninth wicket — a re 
cord for India in all Test Cricket 
for this wicket-position. 

Then there was the nail-biting 
'.pii.sion generated in the closing 
stages of the final Test at Delhi on 
February 13, 1961 — it was lo be 
the final encounter between t h e 
two_ countries, who were never 
again to meet in a Test match until 
18 years later at Faisaiabad (Lyall- 
pur) on October 16, 1978, when a 
whole new generation of cricket 
.liars and enthusiasts had grown up. 

Let’s cast a nostalgic back-glance 
at thi.s Delhi Test of February 
1961. Pakistan had followed on 177 
behind, and were only 3,5 ahead 
when their ninth wicket fell, with 
more than an hour and a quarter 
still left for play. 

The Pakistanis had fought with 
grim tenacity all the day through, 
but now they were facing defeat. 1 
.still remember the traffic-jams a: 
Crawford Market and Bhendi Ba/ar 
a.s I restlessly walked the streeti 
off Mahomedali Road, with huge, 
silent, totally absorbed crowd- 
clustered round blaring tran.sislors 
and radios in pan-shops and restau¬ 
rants, living every moment of the 
tremendous Pakistani rearguard 
fight-back which denied India vic¬ 
tory, as Fazal Mahmood held the 
fort with Mieshtaq Mohammad foi 
45 precious minutes in the drama¬ 
tic post-lunch .session, before and 
during which ftapu Nadkarni re¬ 
morselessly plugged away for 3) 
hours for .50 consecutive overs in¬ 
cluding 36 maidens conceding 42 
runs. 

After Mushlaq fell at 196 for 8 
(a lead of only 19), Haseeb Ahsan 
and Mahmood Hussain consumed 
valuable time, until Haseeb was 
bowled soon after tea (212 for 9). 
The next hour was nerve-wracking, 
os Pakistan's last wicket held out 
almost to the end. 

Yes, Mushtaq will surely remem¬ 
ber this match. He had scored a 
superb century in the first innings, 
which gave him a world record, 
still unchallenged to this day. At 
17 years 78 days he is the youn¬ 
gest player ever from any country 
so score a Test century. Two sea¬ 
sons earlier, he had created an¬ 
other world record (still unsur 
passed to this day) by becoming 
the youngest player ever (at li 
years 124 days) to make his Test 
debut (vs West Indies, Lahore, 
March 1959). 

Today, the 35-year-old Mushtaq 


Mohammad, born at lunagadh in 
India on November 22, 1943, is a 
battle-scarred veteraq of 49 Te.si.s 
with .3,283 runs (average 40.53) 
and is the only link with the past 
in the history of India-Pakistan 
Tesi.s, bridging like a colossus an 
incredible generation-gap 

As India prepares to join in 
mortal combat again with a lesur 
gent Pakistan, trying to forget the 
trauma and nightmare hnrror.s of 
the 1978 English sea.son, w« wish 
Bishan Bcdi and his team God¬ 
speed and good luck. I'hey will 
need It against a Packer-powered 
Pakistan on their home siamping- 
ground,-*. 

Whatever the result, we shall 
await with bated breath and ting- 
ling nerves the coming titanic bat¬ 
tles of sit'oke.masters like Miishi.-iq 
Molianimail. /aheer Ahhas Maiid 
Kh.ui, Jasod Miandad and llaroon. 
Rashid pitied .igain.si the world- 
rlas.s spill-magic ui Bedi and I'han- 
drasekhar, as also India's tar.famed 
Sunil Gavaskar a n d Gundappu 
Viswanath, Mohiitder Amuinaih 
and Dilip Vengsarkar, meeting the 
challenge of Paki.stan'.s dreaded 
pace attack of Imran Kliaii and 
Sarfra-/ N.-tw-.-i/. .Surely, a sight for 
the gods' 

~ B. B. MAMA 



Mushlaq . . . youngest player 
to score a century 
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Three-way 

series 

A THREE-WAY series involving 
one-day internationals between 
Australia, England and India will 
be staged in Australia during the 
.1979-80 cricket season. 

The series will be played in 
December and January, in between 
visits by Australia to India and 
Pakistan. 

Officially, the Australian Cricket 
Board is still negotiating with Eng¬ 
lish and Indian cricket authorities. 

But the series will go ahead in 
a season which was to have been 
purely domestic — if for no reason 
other than to provide a counter to 
World Series Cricket. 

Apart from the one-day games, 
Australia also are expected to play 
three Tests against India. 

Agreement on this point could 
mean a mammoth 14 Tests between 
the two countries within two years. 

India played live Tests in Aus¬ 
tralia last summer, losing 2-3, and 
have requested six Tc.st.s during 
the Australian tour due to take 
place in September and October 
next year. 

Australia’s Indian trip will be 
followed by the scries here before 
the Australians travel to Pakistan 
for what is expected to be a threc- 
Test scries in February and March 
1980. 

With England due in Australia 
next .season for a six-Tesi Ashes 
series and the World Cup to be 
played in England in June, Aus¬ 
tralia’s cricketers face a busy 18 
months. 

Indeed, if everything goes accor¬ 
ding to plan, they could have 
played 18 Tests between the start 
of the coming season and the end 
of the next. 

Dharwar's first 

HARWAR'S cricketing image 
^ received a big boost and a very 
well-deserved one at that when they 
became the first mofussil team to 
bag the Srinivasan Memorial Tro¬ 
phy, symbol of supremacy in the 
Inter Zonal Tournament.- 

They defeated Bangalore City XI 
in a cliff hanger which saw the 
vanquished team all but pulling 
off a sensational triumph. 

Dharwai, led very shrewdly by 
Kailash Minwar, showed fine team 
spirit with some good displays by 
p a c e m a n Gregory D’Monte and 
Ramesh Kamaih, but what tilted 
the scales in their favour was their 
brilliant ability *o fight back under 
pressure. 

Dharwar won the three-day final 



The executive committee of the Association of Indian 
Women Cricketers formed during the camp held 
9* Jaipur remmly 


by just 31 runs after a gallant 65 
by skipper Khurshed Unwalla and 
an unbeaten 47 by ’keeper bats¬ 
man Nandan had pulled City XI 
from 131 for eight to 206. In the 
fitness of things it was D’Monte 
who broke that stand with the se¬ 
cond new ball by clean bowling 
Unwalla. 

In the semi-finals, Dharwar scor¬ 
ed over Bangalore Zone while City 
jolted holders Combined Colleges. 


The tournament brought to light 
some good talent and one hopes 
the selectors have jotted down seve¬ 
ral names in their notebooks, not¬ 
able among them being Hariharan, 
K. L. Satish, B. T. Saiish and Un¬ 
walla who has been going without 
a break, despite some excellent 
performances. Gregory D’Monte, 
Suresh Shiqbal and young wicket¬ 
keeper Nandan have very bright 
future indeed. 

—R. ARVINDAM 


Kanhai sounds a caution 


F ormer west Indian captain 
Rohan Kanhai was in Bombay 
over the week-end. H i s 48-hour 
stop-over in 'he city en route to 
Australia had nothing to do with 
cricket or that matter with the 
forthcoming West Indies lour of 
India. 

Kanhai, now 42, has retired from 
first class cricket. His visit to Bom¬ 
bay was in pursuit of his business 
interests. 

Kanhai is marketing manager of 
“Sportsworld” sports goodtt and he 
signed a contract with a Bombay 
firm for the supply of soft leather 
goods which include leg-guards, 
gloves, thigh-pads, caps and sports 
shirts. 

M/s Nadkarni and Co., at their 
Dombivali factory will manufacture 
this equipment with the “Sports- 
world” trade mark, under specifi¬ 
cations from the principals and it 
will be marketed throughout t h e 
world by Indian Sports Sales 
Organisation, a joint-venture of 
Kanhai and the Nadkarnis. 

It was rather difficult to catch 
Kanhai because of his busy sche¬ 
dule. However, t h e silver-haired 
veteran said it would be a folly to , 
underestimate the new-look Win- 



dies team for the series against 
India. 


Despite the loss of the Packer 
players, the West Indies have a 
fine bunch of youngsters who were 
capable of giving a good fight to 
India. 

— SHARAD KOTNIS 


If. 
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PALMOLIVE'S PAGE FOR CRICKET LOVERS 


POLLY UMRIGAR 

TEACHES YOU CRICKET. .17 

SUNIL GAVASKAR 

DEMONSTRATES! 


FORCING SHOT OFF THE BACK FOOT 

When to play: When a ball is piujliod on ibo -.tunips and is .short of a ijood ienQth 
hilt not short emiuyh to pull. 


How to play: 

Step back 
with tfie right 
foot rattier 
straight .so as to 
enable the swing 
of the bat to 
pack power into 
ttie shot. 


Use the left 
hand as a goide 
Generate power 
from the iigtit 
hand in -'o-ordin,)" 
tioi' with itie 
■•A'lists, forearms, 
et'.' 


When striking 
the hall, the left 
shoulder should 
not point upward?. 


l:. 


Strike ttie ball 
jUst before tlie 
bat reaches the 
perptMidiculai 
posrtion. tn urdor 
to keep the ball 
down. 


This stiot IS 
used when 
plaving the ball 
trast the bowler 








THe^BCOm TB^TATLO/iC/^/hJ W52WACAim.y 
CAtCBCi ‘'M/WAA£>’^TeCr:MCAUBbJOTHE 
C/C>BAFmmOMK<^ONFiA)MTHE i 
TOU/^mOCf^BAT£[>AFf€f^CONrfA)VBI^. \ 
V/WOmV/rAdr/>&[TB/^THBAACBOF^t^ 1 
/um TWBMANAm THEOFF^mOFLAKBli .111 
WITH IMfHJMTYANDBMei^E£[>THe /TTli 

N ECOf^D IN BOTH m/N(9C WITH f 

72 AND 184^. iNBETWBFN. if I 

HeB0INiED750VEf^ANL>700N ifi| 

I . Pn/P inA Tun///zu i! 


FIVE FOB 196. THOUGH 
m/A WFFE AGAIN OUFFtAyeD. 
AfANkADimM09£THAN 
A MATCH FOB THE 
Ff/SHTY ENGLKHMEN. 




Brought to Sportsweek readers by 

Colgate Palmolive, makers of Palmolive Shave Creams. 
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Swinder in the dumps 


•THE case of Swinder Singh of 
Punjab makes one’s heart 
bleed, llie unfortunate player has 
been left to languish in the dole¬ 
ful dumps while some players, less 
gifted than him, are on a jollv 
jaunt of West Germany along with 
the Indian junior hockey team. 

Only one with a memory like a 
sieve could forget that Swinder 
was one of the outstanding players 
in the junior national champion¬ 
ship in Madras, and eminently fea¬ 
tured in putting Combined Univer¬ 
sities runners-up to Karnataka. 
Speedy and skilful. Swinder could 
not be ignored. He was picked to 
rcpre.sent India in the Asia and 
Oceania qualifying competition of 
the Junior World Cup tournament 
in Kuala Lumpur. If India finished 
at least third in that competition, 
behind Pakistan and Malaysia, and 
qualified for the Junior World Cup 
tournament to be held at Versailles 
next year, it was in no small mea¬ 
sure due to Swinder also. He scored 
no fewer than eight field goals — 
the best record by any Indian in 
that department. 

Swinder was found to be a good 
utility player, as, be.sides his re¬ 
gular centre-forward snot, he was 
able to play in the rignt-wing and 
insidc'-right positions, too. 

Swinder, born on June 12, IS-W, 
is ejigibic to play in the Versailles 
louriiameni. He .should have been 
an automatic choice for the Ger¬ 
man tour, but, it appears, his nante 
did not figure at all when the selec¬ 
tors deliberated before picking the 
side. And why did this happen? 

.Swindcr's crime was that Punjab 
did not Held a side in the junior 
nadonal :t'. Madurai and, though 



Swinder . . . languishing 


picking him for the senior team, 
did nut give him a ch.-ince to play 
in the senior national. Anotl.er 
Punjab player, Surinder Singh, did 
not play ill the 'junior national but 
he had the opportunity to play in 
the .senior national. He did well in 
the senior competition and also 
having played in the recent Buenos 
Aires World Cup tournament, he 
has been picked for the German 
tdilr — as the captain. 

Should Swiiidet he ignored for 
no fault of his? Ves, of -riiurse—if 
the Indian Hockey l-ederation's 
attitude is to kill budding stars. 
How could a fodetatioii that pro¬ 
fesses to promote young talent turn 
a blind eye to Swinder mIioso skill 
and speed cry for recognition and 
appreciation? If the IHb' thinks 
that .Swinder could no: be selected, 
ns lie was not on view in the na¬ 
tionals at Madurai, then it is being 
only ostrich-like. Would the lllF 
have ignored Surinder Singh if 
Punjab had not lielded a team 
even in the senior national? 

The IHF executive committee 
could have made out a special 
ta.se (or Swinder in view of his 



India's junior hockey team now touring West Germany 


good record. They should at least 
now invite him as one of the jun¬ 
iors to attend the camp for the 
Bangkok Asian Games probables. 
This experience should help him 
stake his claims strongly for a 
place in the team for the junior 
World Cup tourney at Versailles. 

Cup in Bobby's 
memory 

pi OUR times (1948-1960) Olym- 
pian Leslie Claudius is reported 
1o have offered lo institute from 
insurance money a trophy in the 
name of his son, the late Robert 
Claudius, for the Junior National 
Hockey Championship. Apparently 
the new trophy is to replace the 
Bombay Cup. 

It will be recalled that soon after 
young Bobby Claudius, the baby of 
India's team to the last World Cup 
in Argentina, died in a road acci¬ 
dent at night in Calcutta, an Indian 
enthusiast from Doha, Qatar, Carl 
Osmond D’Costa. had offered 
Rs. .SU,000 in foreign exchange for 
a gold trophy to be made to pro- 


Colour blow-up of Indian Air¬ 
lines star S. S. Grcwal on 
facing page 


mote hockey at the junior national 
level. 

Thi.s offer of D’Costa was also 
spoken of on the floor of the Luk 
Sabha. Rut neither the Indian Hoc¬ 
key Federation nor the Union Edu¬ 
cation Ministry had firmly accepted 
it. 


Now with Leslie Claudius also 
willing to donate a trophy, the IMF 
could be in an embarrassing posi¬ 
tion. For sentiment at least will 
persuade the IHF to take the for¬ 
mer Olympic skipper’s offer. 

But both the IHF and the Union 
Education Ministry need not turn 
down that of D’Costa. If the trophy 
he offers cannot be used for the 
junior national, it could be for a 
new event, preferably an interna¬ 
tional one. 

The IHF could donate the trophy 
cither for the Asian qualifying 
series for the World Youth Cup 
or for a new annual tournament 
among Asian teams at senior or 
junior level Or better still the 
IHF could profit from the clitqate 
of improved relations between the 
youth teams of the two countries. 

That would be a most fitting way 
to perpetuate the memory of young 
Bob'jy Claudius, who was loved 
in both countries. 


lit 
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Connors at his aggressive best 


J IMMY CONNORS, utterly and 
•* obviously desperate to claw his 
way back to the top of the pile, 
flattened Bjorn Borg in the final 
of the United Stales tennis cham¬ 
pionships to disrupt Borg's bid to 
rule the world. 

Defeat for Borg by 6-4, S-2. 6-2 
ends his Grand Slam attempt at 
the third leg, gives Connors vibrant 
revenge for defeat by Borg in the 
Wimbledon final, and sends these 
two men into the future with nei¬ 
ther able to claim the ascendancy 
in the private war. 

Connors watched a replay of the 
Wimbledon final, saw only a couple 
of ^ames, and said to himself: 
"This is ridiculous. How can 1 be 
that tentative? I have to be more 
aggressive." 

He played with that fresh aggres¬ 
sion throughout the summer and 
was able to dominaic Borg from 
the start in the floodlit bowl of the 
centre court. Connor.s never eased 


Blow up of Pam Shriver, wo¬ 
men’s singles runner-up in the 
US Open on facing page 


up, never lost his serve and Borg 
looked shattered at the agony of 
it ail. 

Borg refused to blame a blister¬ 
ed thumb on his racket hand — "it 
was hurting me a little bit before 
the match but it didn’t bother me 
when I was playing” — but the 
injection he needed three hours 
before the final and the lack of 
feeling in his hand because of it 
cannot have helped. 

He described the pain in his 
thumb as "like a toothache” b u t 
publicly would take nothing away 
from Connors. "Jimmy put the 
pressure on,” he said, “I didn’t 
play my best tennis, 1 didn’t serve 
well and Jimmy was too good." 

Connors took two hours to win 
and as he took command from al¬ 
most the first game it was obvious 
that Borg was sinking into a pit of 
despair. He lost his racket twice, a 
clear indication that something 
was wrong, and all the time Con¬ 
nors kept his attack at a high pitch. 

There is something special about 
Connors when he is in this mood. 
He hunts the bail with that super¬ 
charged left hand and takes clear 
personal delight in hitting hard. He 
did not aUow Borg a chance be¬ 
cause he was never even one break¬ 
point down on his serve. 


But he won break points 
against Borg'.s serve and brukt- :lit' 
Swede's delivery five time.s in 1.^ 
attempts. 

To the crowd of more than 
18,000, Connors was packaged fury. 
He ripped his clenched tis! iu'o I'le 
night air after taking the second 
set. He flung both arm.s up in a 
display of iriinnph a, the end'--it 
was his third i!S iitle and hi- tifili 
successive final. 

And he has now won the tnic tin 
three different surfaces and at iw i 
venues. “1 play my best lenni.'- in 
New York.” Connors told tiie 
crowd. "You may not like me hut 
I like you.” 

There is no doubt that Connois 
felt he had let himself down .it 
Wimbledon, where he was beu:cii 
in straight sets. Now. nine w.-eks 
Inter, lie iias pro\ed siimoihiii;; li> 


Korg admitted that it was one of 
the hes: matches Connors had play¬ 
ed .igainsi him. "There was not 
miKh 1 nuiid do." he .said, 

“I <im a little disappointed, 1 am 
out of the iihiiii. but there is al¬ 
ways next year. 1 will try to play 
the big tourriiirnents again.". 

Just as Connors was keen to rein¬ 
state himself in the game, so it 
was with Chris Kveri who won the 
vvonten's title for a fourih .succes¬ 
sive year, ;t f-'.is achieved only 
twice hefore. hy iioating tfi-year- 
old Pam Slitiver. itie voongesl ever 
fin.ilis’, 7 "i, f» 4 

i’xperu-iiie told in this show¬ 
down and \lis-. t'vert’.s driving ac-' 
cui'ji.y rroiii tin- hase line finally 
wore down .in- nerve and raw am- 
bituiii of itn.- .six foi-i Mis.s Shriver. 

Bni she wiH hr back —with her 
s'rciigth .iiiii d' lt! iiiination. Miss 



Jimmy Connors playing his best tennis 
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The first signs of gum trouble 



Plaque I artar Hkcdini; uunis 

is (he invisible him of cullects a( the base ot \^'cak .iikI spongy gums 

bacteria that forms your teeth, irritates your may bleoil during 

around your teeth and gums and causes swelling brushing Although this 


gums all the time. 
If neglected, plaque 
leads to '.iriar. 


Later on, gums and bone may he Paulies'., 
may recode causing bleeding gums can lead 

>eeth to fall out. to serious problems. 


Dentists say / 

Regular Brushing ofleeth and Ift 
Massaging of Gums Check Jl^ 
Gum TrouUes and Tooth Decay. 


For proper dental care, brush your teeth correctly and massage 
your gums—night and morning with Forhan's. And insist 
on Forhan’s DoubIe*Action Toothbrush, specially designed 
to massage gums while it cleans teeth. 


mtf “Care of your gums 
and teeth **. A colourful, inforinative 
booklet on dental care. Please write 
with 20 P. stamps for postage, to: 
Forhan's Dental Advisory Bureau, 

Post Bag No. Il4d3, Dept. I* i47-iHii 
Bombay 400 020. 

Mention the language wanted. 



•HUSH 
VOUS TEfTM 
WITH IT - 


In the 
smart 
orange 
, pack 


I the toothpaste 
j created by a dentist 




22 


sroRTswBBK, sansMua 24, 197S 









Pam's a wonder 


Shriver c o u 1 d well be coIlectitiB 
big titles within two or three years. 

So the show is over. Jimmy Con¬ 
nors pulled out of town smiling. 
Bjorn Borg pulled out as well, 
leaving us to reflect that a blister 
might have cost him the Slam. 

All he has to do now is to cancel 
his tentative booking to Australia 
for the final leg. Jimmy Cunnor.s, 
the man with the goldcn'arm, 
ruined all that. 

Vitas Gerulaitis, i h e disco kid 
who uses the loose change frtnn liis 
tennis earnings to buv a Kulls. 
Royce or two, made the senii-finals. 

So too did John McEnroe a 19- 
year-old fireball often desrnbed ms 
a brash upstart in need of stmte 
lessons in on<ourt belt? • Lour, 

Both Gerulaitis and McEnroe 
live within minutes of the tcniie 
court and have guaranteeu packed 
houses for the climax of these 
£270,000 championships. 

Gerulaitis has maintaitted form 
since Wimbledon, where he was 
also a semi-hnalist. And he ha.s 
done so under the u.sual |)ressures 
to which he subjects himself while. 
He is playing here—per.sorial ai>- 
pearanccs, non-stop phone calls to 
his home and a little relaxation in 
the plusher New York discos. 

McEnroe is the hrst player tor 
24 years to reach the semi-final- 
of Wimbledon and the US t)pen as 
a teenager. That feat was last 
achieved by Ken Rosewall. 

McEnroe is in only his second 
summer of major tennis and sums 
up his progress so far: "At Wim- 


A MAZING Pam Shriver, the 16- 
year-old American school-kid 
beat Wimbledon champion Martina 
Navratilova in one of the most 
staggering giant-killing performan¬ 
ces in modern tennis, Shriver won 
7-6, 7-6—on her fifth match point. 

But make no mistake, she DID 
WIN the match. 

Wimbledon champions don’t give 
anything away on court, and tearful 
Martina was quick to admit; "When 
it mattered, Pam played better 
Ilian I did. 

But the 9.000 crowd at the new 
US National Tennis Centre at 
Flushing Meadow, could hardly 
Jieve the maturity and coolness of 
die 6 ft. girl from Maryland who 
moved into big tennis only this 
year. 

Martina, the 21-year-old C'/ech 
who was a tennis prodigy herself 
five years ago, ha.s been enjoying 
line of the most successful runs in 
dll' game with 63 wins from 66 
matches, before she lost to Shriver. 

Yet Shriver was not nver-awed 
in '.hu least. She double-faulted five 
dmes, but never cased up on her 
powerful first service. 

The players twice went off be¬ 


cause of rain, but Shriver resumed 
each time as smoothly as she had 
left off. 

And she coolly waited — even In 
the second set tie-break when the 
Wimbledon champion’s edgincss 
was showing—-for the big jets to 
roar over the stadium from the 
nearby La Guardia Airport. 

Pam .showed her ruthless streak 
by aiming constantly at Martina’s 
backhand, which was affected by 
the pain of a shoulder injury and 
she never ceased going for lines. 

As the final back-hand error 
from Martina floated past her end 
out of court, the new teenage ter¬ 
ror of tennis calmly strolled to¬ 
wards the net—showing no appa¬ 
rent emotion and shook hands. 

She said later; "It wasn’t that 1 
was not excited. I didn’t want to 
make a big scene.” 

But even Pam Shriver’s best was 
not good enough for the final. Chris 
Evert retained her hold on the 
title, but only after an hour and a 
half of gritty resistance by Shriver. 

Chris Evert, in taking the title 
in each of the last f o irr years, 
equalled the 4.3-ye8r-old record of 
Helen Jacobs. 

—IAN BARNES 



Joha McBaret.. . lakinf nothing Iwt grented 


bledon last year, nobody expected 
me to do well, I was a qualifier, 
18 years old, and nobody knew who 
1 was.’’ 

“I didn’t like losing in the first 
round at Wimbledon this yeer— 
it just shows you can lake nothing 
for granted—and I guess it made 
me want to do better here. 

Why Tracy's so 
good 7 

■T* HE continued progress of Miss 
Tracy Austin this year high¬ 
lights the development of young 
players in the US and her coach 
already Insists that she will win 
the US title wthin t h e next two 
years. 

Maybe the committee which is to 
investigate the state of British ten¬ 
nis should start by finding out why 
Tracy is so good so young. 

Tha women’s winner of the US 
Open Chris Evert hu one answer. 
"Tracy has a mental attitude which 
is so much better than any of the 
othar younigf players. She doesn't 
crack or oioka, that's tha differ¬ 
ence.” 

- BARRY NBWCOMU 
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LINTAS'iMS. CR. 30 2317 


A Quality Product by HINDUSTAN LCVt 
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Not fair game! 


Sports week 


*^HE outstanding characteristic 
^ has been grimness—lail-enders 
being felled by bumpers in the 
Tests, Welsh jaws being broken in 
Australia, and the relentless, in¬ 
human run-scoring concentration of 
Geoff Boycott. 

Sport must be in a pretty poor 
way when the nearest we have to a 
“character*’ is an ill-mannered buf¬ 
foon like Ilie Nnstase. How Ste¬ 
phen Potter, the inventor of games¬ 
manship, would have shuddered 
to see the word applied *o Nas- 
tase’s crude attempts to upset his 
opponent. 

The last real gamesman in tennis 
was Bobby Riggs, who at the age 
of 56 challenged Billic-Jean King 
in America two years ago. Now 
there was some artistry. 

Riggs was photographed before 
the game eating raw meat with a 
naked girl sprawled across his lap. 
He trained with lead weights tied 
to his ankles and on court present¬ 
ed Mrs. King with a 6 ft. lollipop 
(“The biggest sucker for the big- 
ge,st sucker”). She replied by giv¬ 
ing him a live pig. 

True, Riggs lost in three straight 
sets, but what a way to go — and 
what a confast to the rudeness 
that passes for gamesmanship with 
some Wimbledon stars. 

Even Riggs, though, could have 
been more subtle. For the secret 
of successful gamesmanship is not 
mere abuse. It is to impart shatter¬ 
ing information with an air of try¬ 
ing to help your opponent. 

How much more effective for 
Nastase, for instance, instead of 
shouting and arguing, to have whis¬ 
pered to the man he was plaving, 
“Good luck old friend, and please 
don't be put off by the fact this 
is my last game before they am¬ 
putate my leg.” 

No man would have had the 
heart to beat him after that. 

Stephen Potter himself, inciden¬ 
tally, claimed to have won a ten- 









*’ Tad M. iMOt*. ham Aw g M (* ht 
fkkai la ftv ataM Sa amu a atwi/ 
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nts game by telling the opposi¬ 
tion “Please be careful my partner 
IS the Brazilian Ambassador.” 

An enmple of this classic ap¬ 
proach in the realm of golf is attri¬ 
buted to Sam Snead, who is repu¬ 
ted to have muttered to a fellow 
player on the last tee: "Good luck 
son. Don’t forget you need to hole 
your drive to win.” 

This has all the classic elements 
of gamesmanship — the apparent 
desire to help, the good wishes, 
while all the time something un¬ 
pleasant. 

In cricket, a better way of dis¬ 
missing tail-enders than by injur¬ 
ing them came from W. G. Grace, 
who besides being a great batsman 
was no mean bowler. 

Just before his delivery he told 
one troublesome young batsman. 
“Look at that unusual bird up 
there.” The lad looked up, straight 
into the sun, and was bowled next 
ball. 

But cricket is the home of games¬ 
manship. It was Grace again who, 
bowled first ball in a charity 
match, refused to go, saying, 
“They’ve come to see roe bat, not 
you bowl.” 

Gordon Batcock, captain of 
Buckinghamshire after the second 
World War and an MCC player be¬ 
came quite famous for his habit of 
putting off batsmen by belching as 
he bowled. ‘Better than an off- 
cutter,'* he would say. 

I myself have played gainst a 
side which sought to intimidate the 
opposition by writing their biggest 
.scores on the backs of their rats, 
so the close fielders could see “68 
not out V Tunbridge Welb” and 
similar boasts writ large. 

But this device mis-fired, because 
our team humourist wrote on the 
back of hi|i own bat; “0 v Wool- 
worth; 3 V Marks and Spencer” 
and similar rubbish which turned 
the play against them. 

MICHAEL GREEN 
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Prakash in a canter 


HE winning of (he individua'i 
singles gold medal at the Com* 
monwealth Games by national bad¬ 
minton champion Prakash Padu- 
kone had whetted the appetite of 
the Bombay fan to see him in ac¬ 
tion; and it was a full crowd of 
almost a thousand that watched 
India’o -golden boy canter away 
with the triple crown at the Bom¬ 
bay Gymkhana Open Champion¬ 
ships. Few among the throng were 
aware that the 23^year-old Union 
Bank officer still had a nag^ng 
heel injury that has been b^er- 
ing him for three months, and that 
he played well within himself. But 
Prakash did not need a gallop — it 
was at an easy trot that he proved 
himself to be beyond doubt the 
best badminton player that India 
has produced in this decade. 

He had a mite of aggression re¬ 
served for the slower, more defen¬ 
sive players of Raman Gupta’s 
calibre, and a cool, watertight de¬ 
fence to confront the hard-hitting 
tactics of players of P. G. Cheng- 
appa’s brand. It was rare that any 
stroke of his was hurried; he al¬ 
ways seemed to have time—and 
enough to spare—for each stroke; 
and the trajectory of his returns 
were never the same K player 
who would hit from mid-court and 
rush to the net to tap away a 
straight return.'^ould be invariably 
heading toward doom, for Pra- 
kash’s retuiri would be angled 
downwards, au^ the trend would be 
crosscourt. Against a diminutive 
player like Uday Pawar, the cham¬ 
pion used the flick clear and the 


chopped dribble at the net to make 
his short-legged opponent scurry 
helplessly about the court. And 
there was no doubting Prakash’s 
fitness, although, at the internatio¬ 
nal level, it still remains to be 
seen if he can last out a tou^, 
three-game encounter played at the 
blistering pace that the Chinese 
and the Indonesians can generate- 

With Prakash on one side of the 
net, it was a foregone conclusion 
as to who would the singles, 
hut it remained to be been now 
the others would fare against him, 
and against each other. Pawar 
showed that he is a game little 
fighter when moving on court with 
twinkling feet, and playing as well 
against the champ as he was allow¬ 
ed to. The teenaged lad's best dis¬ 
play cume against hard-hitting Pra- 
deep Gandhe, who had vanquished 
him in straight games at the re¬ 
cent Suresh Goel Memorial tourna¬ 
ment at Varanasi. Piercing Gandhe's 
suspect defence time and again 
with his powerful, if not steep, 
smashes, Pawar overcame a large 
initial deficit to have the measure 
of his rival rather easily in two 
games. 

No doubt, Gandhe was stiff as a 
board after playing one of the lon¬ 
gest and most gruelling matches, 
of his career against the tireless 
Partho Ganguli. There is no doubi 
that the Maharashtra player’s con¬ 
centration has improved consider¬ 
ably, as was demonstrated by hLs 
relentless onslaught against his 
MP rival, who had recently return¬ 



Prakash Padukone ... did not 
need to gallop 


ed from the Commonwealth Games. 
Against his No. 1 tormentor, for¬ 
mer national champion Satish Bha- 
tia, too, Gandhe played a watchful 
game. The wily Air Force officer 
had scored over Gandhe thrice ear¬ 
lier in the sekson, and the latter 
badly needed this victory to boost 
his confidence. It must be said to 
Bhatia’s credit that were he not 
slugrish and short of breath, he 
would have been hard to beat, for 
his courtcraft and his 'tiade-mark,' 
the peculiar spin service, were im- 

S eccable in design and operation. 

la made the lives of youngsters 
like Cyrus Nalleieth miserable, 
with thst service. 

The portly Chengappt still stalks 
the court like a tiger. His strongest 



F. G. Cbengeppe ... ttaikkii the court like e tiger 
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Sudha Bafna (left) and RadhOca Bose . . . title winners 


this tournanenu she blotted her 
copybook by losing her aemi-finel 
10 Hufrish Nariman, whom she had 
scored over twice in the course of 
(he last one month. An 8-S lead in 
the decider was delusive, for Huf¬ 
rish played like one determined to 
lake the match over the extra 
points, and pip her stronger-strok¬ 
ing rival at the tape. * 01 x 1 left the 
way open for the Pune stroke- 
artist Sudha Bafna to bag the wo¬ 
men’s singles title — for once, her 
staying powers were not tested to 
the hilt. It is unhappy to record 
that, despite the best efforts of the 
Gymkhana, Ami Ghia and Kanwal 
Thakur Singh (who combined in 
the ladies’ doubles at the Common¬ 
wealth Games to bring India her 
£rst-ever bronae in this event) did 
not enter the championship. Latha 
Kailash. Noreen Padua and Sujata 
Jain also stayed away — arid this, 
perhaps, deprived the event of 
much of its charm. 


point is hi.s powerful wrist, which 
enables him to rain down smashes 
from almost any angle. From among 
all the players on view, there was 
no doubt that Chengappa's smash 
was the harde.st. His quick-silver 
interceptions at the net, with either 
a tup or a dead dribble, earned 
him several breakthroughs. B u I 
lack of stamina balked his hopes. 
Recently, in the Khar Gymkhana 
Championships, he faltered against 
Delhi’s Vikram Singh when on the 
threshold of victory — one game 
in the bag, and a 14-9 lead in the 
second. When Vicky made it 14-alI, 
Chengappa had called straight, 
and succumbed; and had not taken 
the court for the decider. 

A like fate seemed to be awaiting 
hint at the Bombay Gymkhana 
when Vikram once again made up 
leeway in the second game, to level 
the score at 14-ail. But this time, 
Chengappa summoned all his re- 
source.s, and managed to scramble 
home without having to risk his 
chances in a decider, lliat bullet¬ 
like sma.sh bothered Prakash, too, 
for a while in the opening game, 
but then Chengappa shot his bolt, 
and managed only two points in 
the second game. 

Poor Parthol He seems destined 
this season ro suffer narrow defeats, 
mainly on extra points. At the 
Commonwealth Games, there were 
at least three games that he and 
Ami Ghia played in the mixed part 
of the team event, which they lost 
by a single point. The most poig¬ 
nant of these was against New Zea¬ 
land. when they were leading 
Richard Purser and Allison Bran- 
field match-point 17-13. and then 
lost 17-18—that was the one game 
that cost India a place in the semi¬ 
finals! In the m i X e d doubles at 
Bombay Gymkhana, he and* his 
wife Apita (nfie Madan) lost their 
match to the veteran fox, Kapal 
Dev Seth and Madhavi Dalvie by 


one point in the decider! Partho 
just does not seem to play the im¬ 
portant points right, and the stars 
also seem to conspire against him 
at crucial junctures! Otherwise, he 
lias plenty of fighting spirit, as hi.s 
encounter against left-hander Anil 
Pradhan showed, when he made up 
a lot of ground in the first game. 

Among 1 h e others, hard-hitting 
Madhur Beiitbora was distinctly un¬ 
lucky not to scalp Vikram Singh, 
while Iqbal Maindargi found his 
comeback attempt thoroughly spoilt 
by the .sticky MP southpaw, Raman 
Gupta. Maindargi, having recover- 
ed irom a shoulder injury that 
sidelined him for the greater part 
of the current season, ha.s now con 
traded knee trouble. Bangalore’s 
Kiran Kaushik was extremely im. 
pressive in all threa events, dis¬ 
playing a never-say-die spirit and a 
fine defence. In fact, he and Naren 
dra Ubhaykar were desperately 
unlucky not to have downed our 
Commonwealth doubles combina¬ 
tion of Prakash and Pawar in 
straight games. They lost at 1&17, 
lS-6, 12-1.'>. after holding a match¬ 
winning lead in the decider. 

in (act, none of the doubles com¬ 
binations on view really Impressed. 
The Partho-Chengappa pair which 
ultimately took the court for the 
finals against Pawar-Prakash could 
not combine well, and Partho did 
not really impress in the doubles 
as much as Chengappa did. Dou¬ 
bles specialist Leroy D’Sa scotched 
his ovrn hopes by pairing up with 
Kaushal Kumar Cheema, vdio can¬ 
not be called a doubles player by 
any stretch of imagination. In 
general, the chills and thrills of 
doubles were evident, b u t the 
standard of doubles play was not a 
patch of internarional calibre. 

Ameeta Kulkami would not re¬ 
member this tournament with plea¬ 
sure. Unbeaten this season until 


An impressive player among the 
girls was the fast-moving Madnu- 
mita Goswamy of Bengal, who had 
been in the Indian squad which 
visited China latu April. Allhou^ 



Hufrish Narhnan . . . determined 


Ameeta demolished her challenge 
totally in the junior girls’ final, the 
Bengal youngster showed promise, 
and car, be moulded into a really 
good player if taken under the 
wing at this stage itself. Radhika 
Bose, the Bombay sub-junior, who 
has also had such an impressive 
run this season, seemed stale as 
she went down without much of a 
fight to Varsha Vaidya. 

However, the glory for the mixed 
doubles title (one of die tampion- 
ships which Ameeta won), belong¬ 
ed entirely to Prakash. who played 
virtual singles in the decider of 
their seml-tinal against K D Seth 
and Madhavi Dalvie. Clearly, old- 
timer Seth still remains aiiiongthe 
most intelligent doubles players in 
India, today; if he had had a little 
more movement,, Prakash would 
have had to rest content with the 
double crown instead of the triple! 

— SlOiUSH NABKARNl 
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Ameeta-—a hard hitter 


OHE is a tall, dark, 15-year-old 
girl who has entered the bad¬ 
minton arena in the country with 
immense potential. Hitting t h e 
shuttle hard, moving smoothly 
over the court with clean, swift 
footwork, and plotting her moves 
from point to point, school-girl 
Aineeia Kulkarni has knocked the 
wind from the sails of the current 
India Nos. 3 and 4. Latha Kailash 
and Sujata .lain. Unbeaten this sea¬ 
son until she suffered an unexpect¬ 
ed reverse at the bands of Hufrish 
Nariman last week, it only re¬ 
mains for her to match her wits 
and badminton skills against Ami 
Ghia and Kanwal Thakur Sin^, 
(he two girls who combined to 
bring India her first-ever bronze 
medal in the doubles at the Com¬ 
monwealth Games at Edmonton, 
Canada. 

Very rarely does a junior player 
win the senior title at the same 
Championships, especially at the 
State level. P r a k a s h Padukone 
achieved this distinction during the 
1971-72 Nationals, when he won 
both the boys* and men’s titles, but 
there has not been any other 
player who has been able to emu¬ 
late that feat. Ami Ghia came 
closest to it, when, as a junior, 
she won the women’s singles crown 
of the country, but was beaten in 
the finals of the junior singles by 
her partner Sujata Jain. Similarly, 
Hufrish Nariman won the women’s 
singles title at the Maharashtra 
State Championships defeating 
Sujata Jain last year, but she came 
a cropper at the hands of Amceta, 
who won as many as six titles at 
those Championships. 

Amcela achieved the feat of 
claiming t h e girls’ and women’s 
titles at the State Championships at 
Dhulia this year, thereby going 
one better than her feat last year 
of claiming the singles, doubles 
and mixed titles in both the jun¬ 
ior and sul^juiiiur events. Her 
rival in the final was Sujata Jain, 
who could muster only 5 points 
per game against the hard-hitting 
junior. Sujata has a poor back¬ 
hand, and is not comfortable play- 

SPORTtNG SAM . . . 


ing at the net; and the wily Ameeta 
exploited these two failings of her 
rival 10 the hilt. Maintaining a per¬ 
sistent attack on the hapless Su- 
jata’s backhand, she would finish 
off either with a down-ihe-line 
smash or a tight drop to the fore¬ 
hand net corner. 

The manner in which Ameeta 
toppled the Pune stroke-player 
Sudha Bafna, was also an object 
lesson in courier aft. She forced 
the older Sudha to chase the bird 
relentlessly all over the court, lea¬ 
ving the Pune player too short of 
breath at the crucial points of the 
match to put up any resistance. 
Against the steady Latha Kailash 
of Kerala, in the Khar Gymkliana 
Tournament a- fortnight earlier, 
Ameeta had used sheer pace and 
punch, to knock the fight out of 
the India No. 3. Thus, .she adapted 
her strategy according to the per¬ 
son on the other side of the net. 

None of the Bombay players this 
season have been able to match 
her consistency. She accounted for 
Kama! Vimadalal in straight games, 
and beat the 18-ycar-old Hufrish 
twice in the duration of ten days 
before bowing out to her in three 
tough games ai the Bombay Gym¬ 
khana open. There is no false 
femininity about her running on 
the court; her style is almost man¬ 
ly in that she is willing to .stretch 
to the limit to reach the shuttle, 
and her smash has plenty of power 
behind it. 

Her strong physique is the re- 
.sult of swimming since she was a 
small girl. She was a specialist tit 
the breast stroke and won several 
prizes at the Queen Mary School 
before joining the Scottish Otphan- 
age School. Her suppleness, com¬ 
bined with enormous stamina, at¬ 
tained from regular workouts in 
the pool, made her an ideal bad¬ 
minton possibility. She first held 
the racket at the age of 11. and her 
first .shots were guided by Kavin- 
dra Dongre, who wa.s a national 
men’s doubles winner in his hey¬ 
day in the illustrious company of 
N a n d u Neirkar. Manohar Godse 
gave her some tips from his experi- 

. . by Rair Wootton 


ence, but it was mainly under (he 
guidance of Homi Talyarkhan that 
the girl really began to come up. 

The year 1976 was particularly 
successful for her, as she stamp¬ 
ed herself out as the leading sub- 
junior in the country. She won the 
individual sub-junior title ai the 
Calcutta Junior Nationals in June 
1976, handing out a love-game in 
the second stanza to her rival in 
the finals. Asha Padmakumar of 
Kerala. She won the sub-junior 
doubles as well. Growing steadily 
in confidence as the season pro¬ 
gressed, sits began to score over 
the tired faces on the Bombay 
badminton senior scene — Kau- 
shalya Minduja, Sucheta Kajale, 
Punita Kotak. all fell before her 
punitive strokes. 

Last year brought out further 
improvement in her game, a.s she 
grew in height, too She did so 
well at the State level that the 
selectors decided to give her a 
chance in the experiincmal natio¬ 
nal squad that made a fifteen-day 
trip to China under u cultural ex¬ 
change programme, in April 1978. 
That trip did her a loi of good, in 
that she began to appreciate the 
necc.s.sily of training. The junior 
girls there were so good that 
Ameeta could collect only one 
point per game from their junior 
champion! The genera! standard-^ 
in China were far superior to those 
in India, with Chinese players be¬ 
ing quicker and hitting harder 
than their Indian counterparts. 

A visit to the physical training 
institutes in both Peking and Shan¬ 
ghai gave a*i inkling of how the 
Chine.se manage to attain such a 
high standard. Children at the 
kiiidergarien level were to be ob¬ 
served playing table tennis on 
small table.s; the ten and twelve 
year olds were .so good that they 
would have troubled the best .sen¬ 
iors in our countryl 

On returning, Ameeta began In¬ 
tensive training, under the watch¬ 
ful eyes of Mani (a volleyball 
coach and sports enthusiast) on 
the Juhu sands. The workouls 
paid rich dividends, as her cur¬ 
rent record among the seniors as 
well as juniors shows. 

Reading, music, swimming and 
handicrafts (she is adept at sewing 
and knitting) keeps Aipeeta busy, 
but never at the cost of her train¬ 
ing and practice sessions. Here is 
one girl who realises that she has 
age on her side; and can easily 
take a crack at matching Prakash’s 
feat of taking the junior and sen-, 
ior national titles at the same 
National- She has two years left in 
which to do it. 

—SHIRISH NADKARNl 



28 


SPORTSVnSEK, SEPTEMBER 24, 1978 









IMil 

Kashmir in the quarters 


HE venue of the National Foot- 
^ ball Championship provides a 
picturesque sight with the high 
mountains overlooking the Sports 
Stadium in Srinagar. The stadium 
itself can accommodate about 
2S,000 persons. Flags of the dif 
ferent states in the country majes¬ 
tically flutter. The weather is in 
deed ideal. 

It was in these familiar sur¬ 
roundings that the hosts Jammu 
and Ka-shmir took the opportunity 
of making their maiden appearance 
in the quarter-final league ol the 
Santcsh Trophy. Jammu and Kash¬ 
mir had waited 14 long years to 
earn this di.stinciion and if iheii 
performance was any guide, t’oey 
fully merited it. They were grouped 
in a Cluster where they faced the 
challenge from Madhya Pradesh 
and Himachal Pradesh. The stanil.s 
were packed when the first kick-off 
was taken and for the home fans 
there were moments of joy a n d 
jubilation as Jammu and Kashmir 
recorded a 4-0 victory which was 
marked by the home custiain You¬ 
suf Dar netting iwti of the goals 
Jammu and Kashmir had to face 


siiffer opposition in their next 
clash with Madhya Pradesh but vic¬ 
tory was achieved by a slender 2-0 
margin Veteran striker Farooq 
ptiiyed a significant role in help¬ 
ing Jammu and Kashmir top the 
Cluster I. Two fine goals by him 
proved decisive and the occasion 


was marked by wild scenes of cn- 
ihusiusm. 

Goa established ihem.sclves a.s 
the best side in Cluster 11. Luckily 
for them Rajasthan were not iu 
ftill force. Skipper and former In¬ 
dia captain Magan Singh was. of 
course, there but t wo of his bro 
thers Chain Singh tind Oevi Singh 
were missing and so also s u in < 



Kaedimir Governor L. K. Jha greeta the Himachal pl.iyc'rs 
on the opening day 


Akbar — gritty striker 


M ohammed akbar is the 

fifth of si.x footballing sons of 
a former colleague of the lute 
S. A. Rahim — the others are 
Azam, Moin, Farced, Habib and 
Jaffar — had not much interest 
in playing in Calcutta till liabib 
began hitting the headlines in the 
Mecca of Indian football. 

'Till thop he was content to show 
his paces in Hyderabad football, 
where he began at i h e senior 
level with Hyderabad Sporting 
in 1967. The ne«l three .seasons 
he did his bit in the bid to re¬ 
vive the glory of Andhra Pradesh 
Police. 

By then b i g brother Mohammed 
Azam, a former full back of 
Hyderabad Police oi the early 
fifties and centre forward of the 
1959 Central Police Lines who 
rammed in a hat-trick in the 3-0 
victory over East Bengal in the 
Rovers Cup, decided that ynur.g 
Akbar should seek f r c -s li 
pastures. 

The man behind the exploits ol 
Habib and Akbar sold ihc idea 
of trying out Akbar to Moham 
medan Sporting. The initiation 
in Calcutta football was not a 
happy one at first for Akbar. He 
was down with jaundice and re¬ 


turned to Hyderabad and missed 
most of the League. 

Bii! he came back and made his 
preseiitc felt in the IFA Shield, 
in which the Muhainmedan.s heat 

. Tiillygiuigi- Agrugami, w h o had 
shocked holders Ea.sl Bengal in 
the .enii-final. Incidentally this is 
the last major trophy won bv the 
black and white brigade. 

A -season’s appreniicesht|i at Mo- 
hanimoiian -Sporting prepared 
Akbar for joining i ider broihcr 
Habib at East Bengal. Since thin 
the two brotlier.s have always 
donned the same colours, going 
together from I'.asi Bengal lo 
Mohammedan Sporting in T-)/." 
when the latter club sought to 
pi event East Bengal breaking a 
record joimiy held by the two 
clubs and win the League tor 'be 
sixth year in a row. 

And from Mohammedan Sporting 
tiic brothers joined Mohun 
Kagan in 1976 and have played a 
vital par; in the successes of the 
club thc.se last three seasons as 
they had at East Bengal from 
1972 to 1974. 

All through his years in Calcutta. 
Akhar has been living under the 
shadow of immediate elder bro- 
the. Habib Even the lay fol¬ 
lower of the game will know 


why. For. Akbar deisenils hea¬ 
vily on the feeding c>f the wily 
former India skipper. 

For all hi.s grit and wil.'ingnoss to 
learn, he still has not the i.in.ile 
tail'll', ball sense a n id eyi' for 
spotting the wenkni.sses in a 
rival detence that aie so tii.glily 
developed in Habib 

Akbar owes much to Habib- He f\d-> 
henefilied immensely from till.* 
tiromptings and gtii<iiinre of tl'o 
la'.ter. Many of his gotils h a v e 
been made for him l>.v Habib 
B i. I Akbar must be given Iti't 
due He ha.s certain assitis. wiiicii 
he has c-inscieniiously tried to 
hone to a finer degi ec. Thus iie 
ha.s worked to make the nior,; of 
his greater wei^i and iieighi 
als.i the power in his rii^ht b>i<>!. 

These are qualities that o-te looks 
for in a striker and they have 
won him the colours .'>f Andlua 
in both the Junior National as 
well as the Senior Nilional, of 
Bengal in the Senior National 
and of India in the Asxa.a Y’ouin 
and in the Marah -Halim. 

He will stake his claim for a plac>' 
in the squad for the Asian Ganu.-v 
this- December. An ado'e . iiiciij- 
tivc will bd hi.s omission from 
the last Asian Games ftqund 

— SW Correspoindeiii 
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A GIFT OF 
LOVE — 



SECURITY 
FOR A 
LIFE TIME. 



On her next birthday, give 
her the best gift she has 
ever receivedA Bank of 
India Recurring Deposit 
Account. 

Let them grow, month after 
month, year after year. 
There will be many Happy 
Returns. 


I 'nnt.'iCJ rhi! ncarast Branch for 
d-.'hiils on Mmorr Deposit Accounts 


CONi-l IM B.'>l 'M 



Bank of India 

A of fndto U:nJvrtnKtttg 

whan sarviM roakas tha diNatanca 
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Santosh Trophy 

trom p 31 

other stalwarts Goa, however, had 
to depend upon t h e awat d of a 
penally luck, late in second halt, to 
asseit their supremacy On*, did 
not see the great fighting ((ualitics 
Rajasthan were reputed of Raja 
fthan defeated Uttar Pradesh — a 
team hit by floods — in the dccid 
ing match of Cluster II and so Goa 
were through to the quartet hnal 
league Goa had landed in the 
valley, full one week befoie then 
fit St outing, foi ai climatisation 
Goa were tollowed by Karnataka 
into the league round, thanks to 
the kind favovti done to them in 
the diaw Karnataka had to play 
Gujarat and Tiipuia — the two 
teams with haidi> anv p criisions 
to great deeds in the past fiained 
and coached by G M 11 Dasha, 
formei National roach Karnataka 
comfoi tably defeated the weak 
opponen's The matches g.ivc out 
side left Rajashekai an oppoit unity 
to achieve th“ farst hat tuck of the 
cuiren, competition Ihere weie 
sharp comments from various quai 
ters fill giving sympathetic neat 
ment to Kaiiutaka 

Ihc Railways, semifina1i,ts last 
year at < aku la, steamed into the 


Not a boast 

‘Does your town boast a loo'ball 
earn'!*’ a >k< d Ihi visi oi 
'Well, we have got a tootball 
team, yes, said the local ‘But I 
can’t say wc boast about i* 


league to and from Clustct IV 
without being unduly troubled 
There was, howeyer, a bit ot ten 
Sion when the Railwavs clashed 
with Bihai The scale turned in fa 
our ot the R<ilwavs when then 
starstnkei f’omthe Integral C oarh 
Factory Nagtsh scuied two spkii 
did goals 111 'he hrsi half The 
match was played in lain and in 
the second hall, Dihat, trilling bv 
two goals, protested against tiding 
light Refeiee Babul Butinese from 
Assam turned down the Bihai 
players’ plea and, in the process, 
also consulted the two linesmen 
The Bihar players, howevei were 
in no mood to continue the match 
and, SIX minute* from the lime the 
eeferee abandoned the match Ibe 
Tournament Committee took ban Iv 
a few minutes in deciding to awaid 
the match to the Railways 

Two veteran soccer plave»-s T 
Balaram and Peter I'hangarat v/c-e 
the trainers of the Railways and 
Bihar teams, respectively. 

The Railways lopped the Clus 
ter beating newcomers Sikkim 4 0 
Sikktm were captained by Jerry 
Ba^si, a former India pla’'ei, who 
had played 'n Bombay for a couple 
of seasons Sikkim did not dis 
appoint and. in fact, can be relied 
upon to give a belter account of 
themsehes in the years to tome 


Efi|l|tMMini Hi J ft K; 


A BOUT 80,000 fans tui iicd up 
^ duiing the first week of the 
Santosh Trophy Championship The 
home team was naturally the big 
gest draw and their maiden enliy 
into the quat'erfina* league was 
the talk of the town The atteii 
dance was thin on two days when 
It rained heatily and the few spec 
lators who came had to put on 
light woollens Howevei, not muth 
woik has been dune on tlu local 
level to iiiturm i It e people about 
the importaiue of the Nationals 
The Jammu and Kashniii Football 
Association has not put op any 
banner in the city and it must 
thank the riowd which has noi le 
acted even to the absent e of a 
name board on the field - an im 
pro vised boaid was kept in the cen 
tre of the stands and was painted 
only on Saturday and the names oi 
the players have not been wiitten 
on It yet 

The Spoils Stadium has an exclu 
sue type of tuif called the bent 
grass, laid at a tost of Rs 'io thou 
sand It has pioved its utility by 
wilhstaiidiiig Ib hours continuous 
lain 

While Jammu and Kashmir have 
hem given the cleai benefit of 
hosting t h e championship and 
Karnataka foi housing the office of 
the sccietaty of the All India Foot 
ball Fedetafion Maharashtra, the 
Railway* and Kci ala also have 
been ahk to haie tlmi way so far 
as the formation of t lusters is con 
icrned [aiiimu and Kashmir were 
biacketed with such teams as 
H I m a c ii a I I’l adesh and Madhya 
Piadesli, miking then entiy into 
the kagui loimd easy Karnataka 
had to 'on'tnd with Gujaiat and 
Tripuia while tht Railways faced 
only Bihai and Sikkiin I here is ro 


explanation, howevei, why teams 
like Andhra Pradesh, Pondicherry, 
Punjab and the Services have been 
grouped together in one cluster 
and Bengal, Delhi, Nagaland and 
lamil Nadu in ano'hei i luster 
Had the Services, Andhia Pradesh 
oi Tamil Nadu been, say in Kash 
mil’s cluster, 'hey would have had 
better chances of qualifying 

Former Olympian 1 Balaram’s 
revelation that nis resignation last 
veai from the selection committee 
of the AIFF has not been accepted 
so fat has created quite a stir here 
Balaram has come here as the 
coach of the Railways’ learn and 
has separately made ii clear that 
he will not act as the selector 
Balaram scats with his team in the 
playcts’ enclosure In Balaram’t 
absence, this selection committee 
has only t h i e e members T O 
Abdullah, chan man, Arizuddin anc 
Ahmed Hussain 

it IS leatnt that the AIFF hat 
decided to ask Abdullah anc 
Company to extend the scope ol 
s< lection of the Indian team foi 
the forthcoming Asian Games a' 
Bangkok be\ond the current Natio 
nals because mo*t of (he top playen 
have stayed away fiom here Pun 
jab have come ntie without Har 
jinder, Manjit and Guidev, Kerak 
without Xavier, Pius and Najeebud 
din and Karnataka without Deviaj 
Pushpataj Kumar and Thomas Ma 
thews The list of players is likelj 
to be announced on October 7, th< 
deadline s( t by the All India Coun 
cil of Spoils, though the final u 
scheduled foi October 8 

lAILPIECE If Brahmanand (the 
famous Goan goalkeeper) is ar 
iiiti rnatioiial, why don’t they plaj 
him up front — heard at the VIP 
entrance to the Spoits Stadium 


•* I 
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** If he's not closed fur the C up I inal, he's chised fur the 
lest; if he's nut chsed for Wimbledon, he's closed 
tor... " 
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whiteness... at one stroke 


Ranipal 


whitener 
for cottons 






Ranipal% 


% 

whiHMt** for j 
•ynthotiea ond ^ \ 


Ranipal whitens best 
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Extravaganza in Bangladesh 


^HE Twentieth Asian Youth Soc- 
cer Tournament will be staged 
in Dacca, Bangladesh, from Octo¬ 
ber 5 to November 3. Twenty-one 
countries, including Bangladesh, 
will participate in the tournament. 
The teams have been divided into 
four groups for the preliminary 
rounds. This tournament also 
serves as the preliminaries of the 
Third World Youth Soccer for 
Asian zone. The two top teams of 
the tournament will qualify for the 
finals scheduled next year -n Japan, 
provided they have also the entry 
in the preliminaries of the World 
Youth simultaneously with the 
Asian Youth Soccer, . 

Among the 21 team.s, Kuwait, 
Iraq and China do not have entry 
in the preliminaries and as such 
will forfeit their chance of playing 
in the World Youth. Soccer fihals 
even if they qualify for that. In 
that case, the next two teams will 
have berths in the finals in Japan. 

The countries participating are: 
Iraq, China, Yemen, Singapore, 
Indonesia and North Kor'-a (Group- 
A); Japan, Sri Lanka, Saudi Ara¬ 
bia, Brunei and Bangladesh 
(Group-B); Bahrain, Pakistan, Af¬ 
ghanistan, T h a i I a n if and South 
Korea (Group-C); Iran, Kuwait, 
India, Jordan and Malaysia (Group- 
D). The groupings have been 
arranged taking into consideration 
the four top teams of the 19ih 
Youth Soccer in Tehran last year 
—^Iraq, Iran, Bahrain and Japan. 

Since the tournament was launch¬ 
ed in 1959 in Kuala* Lumpur with 
nine teams, it will be the biggest 
and longest ever this year. Two 
matches will be held every day— 
one in the afternoon and the other 
in the evening under fiood-lights. 
The- longest Asian Youth Soccer 
till date was staged in 1970 by the 
Philippines in 1970 when it lasted 
19 days and the largest participa¬ 
tion was of 19 teams in 1975. Thai¬ 
land staged the tournament for a 


record number of seven times, 
while Burma won it seven times. 
Malaysia have reached the final 
three times but had to be content 
with the runners-up position all the 
time. 

Preparations for holding the tour¬ 
nament is well under way in the 
Metropolitan city of Dacca. A high- 
power organising committee has 
been formed with president Ziaur 
Rahman as chief patron and the 
sports and cultural affairs minister 
as chairman. Responsibilities have 
also been delegated to ten sub-corn- 
miiiecs. A budget of taka ooc crore, 
nineteen lakhs and eighty-eight 
thousand has been finalised. The 
highest expenditure of taka fifty- 
nine lakhs and eighty-eight thou¬ 
sand has been earmarked for ac¬ 
commodation and meals for the 
foreign teams. About thirty-one 
lakh taka has been estimated as 
gate money income while grants 
from the FIFA, the AFC, the Coca 
Cola Company, the sale of tele¬ 
vision and advertisement rights will 
be the other sources of substantial 
income. 

The FIFA meanwhile announced 
a grant of about taka three lakhs 
and ten thousand. 

The grounds are being prepared. 
Twelve grounds have been selected 
for practice. The manager and (he 
coach of the Saudi Arabian team, 
John Manning and Pa' Wright, rcj>- 
pectively, came to Dacca early this 
month to see for themselves the 
accommodation and practice facili¬ 
ties for the foreign teams and ex¬ 
pressed their satisfaction. 

Bangladesh has also selected a 
youth squad for the tournament. 
The final squad of 18 players will 
be announced this week. The coach¬ 
ing is being conducted by ^erncr 
Backelhaupi, an FIFA coach from 
West Germany. 

—N. B. DAS 
(Dacca). 


Final salute 
to Appa 

A NDHRA PRADESH lias a long 
^ soccer tradition, and among 
the footballers who brought glory 
to .soccer in Andhra, Mainidipalfi 
Apparao of Kakinada is foremost. 
He was better known as *Appa' in 
the Mecca of Indian soccer circles 
and ‘Kakinada’ Apparao to (he 
Telugu people. A gentleman player, 
he had no foe on or off the field. 
He donned the colours of India’s 
top Club East Bengal. Calcutta, for 
fourteen years from 1941 through 
1955. 

Apparao helped East Bengal to 
win many tournaments, and among 
them were: the IFA Shield, Cal 
cuiia Soccer League, Rovers Cup 



and the Durand Cup. Back in 1945, 
lit! was a member of Bengal State 
which won the Santnsh trophy. 
Over the years, Apparau's football 
prowess earned him respect and 
admiration from veterans Denis 
Compton and Mewalal. Then in 
1948 he was chosen for the Indian 
(earn to the London Olympics, but 
an attack of typhoid kept him out 
of the Games. 

When Apparao died on August 
30 at his home town Kakinada after 
0 .short illncs.s. East Bengal Club 
lowered its flag to half mast as a 
tribute to the great footballer who 
was loved and admired by all for 
his sportsman spirit and gentle¬ 
manly behaviour. 

— MUKRAM 





Waal'S. •. '•.lii'. 




B ack in ISSS, when t h e MCC 
toured the Caribbeans, the 
Guyanese Postal Authorities 
brought out a miniature sheet of 
stamps on cricket, making it the 
first of its kind to be issued in the 
world of cricket. 

Appropriately too, these stamps 
depict West Indian and English 
cricketers batting, bowling and 
wicket-keeping and delineate the 
^atmosphere of a Test match in the 
' Caribbeans with enthusiasts watch¬ 
ing the game from treetops, roof, 
and walls .... free of charge. 

— JAGDISH BINIWALE 
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Training abroad—big deal! 


E ver heard of over 
Rs. 125,000 being spent on the 
training abroad of ci^t juniors for 
a period of about six weeks? 

This is the ambitious project of 
the Table Tennis Federation of 
India. For sheer daring, it takes 
one's breath away. Daring because 
the federation has embarked upon 
this expensive scheme without any 
funds of its own. 

The federation, however, is nut 
the least bit worried about the lack 
of funds. It has coolly passed the 
burden on to the State associations 
and asked them to collect Rs. .12,300 
per player chosen from their juris¬ 
diction. The amount is to meet the 
air fare and out-of-pocket expense.s 
of each player. 

Since the associations are as 
poor as the federation, it will final¬ 
ly be left to the players concerned 
to raise their own resources. So the 
players, eager to advance in the 
game, beg and borrow and the 
federation takes the credit for orga¬ 
nising an expensive scheme that 
may change i b e face of Indian 
table tennis. Big deal! 

When the scheme to send a jun¬ 
ior squad of four boys to Tokyo 
and four girls to Seoul .!or inten¬ 
sive training was first announced 
in July. I had expressed my mis¬ 
givings simply because the experi¬ 
ence of the pas: has been far from 
encouraging. Barring Tamil Nadu’s 
V. Chandra.sokhar, few have gain¬ 
ed from .such trip's, while some 
have actually gone downhill. And 
Chandrasekhar is yet to make a 
mark at Ihe international level 



thoug^, in fairness to him, it must 
be said that he has had only limited 
opportunities. 

Be that as it may, t h e TTFI’s 
decision to ask the State association 
to pay for the passage etc. raises a 
host of questions. Could the play¬ 
ers not go on their own if they are 
to pay their way? Will it be fair 
on the part of the federation to 
leave out talented players who can¬ 
not raise the amount through their 
association or on their own? Final¬ 
ly, cannot such a huge outlay be 
utilised for the greater good of the 
players and the game at home? 

Taking the last question first, it 
is easy to see that the Rs. 125,000 



Sudhir Phadke . . . runner-up 


to be .spent on the air fare of eight 
f> I a y 0 r s plus two coaches<um- 
inan.'igcrs can be better utilised in 
iinporiing a renowned coach. Even 
if the coach would cost the stagger¬ 
ing amount of Rs. 25,000 per month 
— I am sure he can be hired for 
much less—we can still utilise him 
for four months and in the four 
major centres of the country. And 
even if he were to train 12 to 16 
players and two to four coaches at 
each centre, the number of trained 
players and coaches at the end 
would be many times more than 
what we hope to achieve from the 
present scheme. 

The federation obviously has not 
thought along these lines. One of 
our best crop.s of players was pro¬ 
duced when Victor Barna came 
down over twenty years ago and 
organised camps at various centres. 
For a long time now, t h e TTFI 
has not held a camp for the leading 
juniors of the country even with 
the roaches available at home. Why, 
it hasn’t organised training camps 
even for teams due to play in the 
Asian or World Championships. 

Leave aside coaching and train¬ 
ing, (he TTFI will be doing the 
game a good turn if it can at least 
ensure the easy availability of table 


tennis bats, which are scarce today 
and cost a fortune. 

The trouble is that the TTFI 
has its own peculiar ideas about 
how to promote the game. The big¬ 
ger proolem is that it believes 
promotional ideas and ventures 
must emanate from the federation 
alone. Just to give one example. 
Earlier this year, V y o m a Shah 
wanted to go to Japan, where she 
has relations, and be coached by 
Ogimura. Her plans were quietly 
scuttled. The Maharashtra State 
Table Tennis Association has a.sked 
that it be allowed to import a 
foreign coach and 1 am sure this 
plan, too, will meet with the same 
fate. 


— TOP SPINNER 



Sriram . . . junior champs 


Chandrasekhar 
— the bast 

'T* HE most abiding memory of the 
Khar Gymkhana Open Table 
Tennis Tournament, the glamour 
event of the Bombay season, will ' 
be the incredible success of S. 
Ramaswamy over Manjit Dua. 

Here was a junior, 14(h in the 
TTFI classification for 1977, put¬ 
ting it across the national champion 
and one of our most durable and 
experienced players! While Rama- 
swamy’s success indicated the pro¬ 
gress he has made this season, it 
will take Dua a long time to live 
down this defeat. 

Even if he was not in the pink 
of condition because of a sletmless 
night caused by a delayed flight 
from Delhi, it is difficult to under¬ 
stand how such a renowned player 
as Dua could not tame a junior 
several classes below his standing. 
That, too, after cantering away 
with the first game at 21-12. 

Ramaswamy*s rally began when 
he started looping the ball back 
from the deep and “killing” at 
every oppOTtunity. His biggest 
achievement was to “catch” Dua on 
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Qiflndrasekhar . . . tops 

the backhand, a feat which more 
established players find difficult to 
achieve. 

Ramaswamy's run was stopped 
in the quarter-final by Suhas Kul- 
karni, who also gained the distinc¬ 
tion of being the only player to 
down y. Chandrasekhar, the ulti¬ 
mate winner, in the league among 
the semi-finalists. 

The strange part was that Rama- 
swamy could not claim the juniors' 
title. The conqueror of Dua was 
snuffed out in straight games by 
his usual tormentor, S. Sriram, 
who proceeded to avenge bis Bom¬ 
bay Championship reverse at the 
hands of the rising S u j a y Ghor- 
pade, in the final. 

The tournament served to show 
that Chandrasekhar is probably the 
best player in the country today. 
Fresh from his triumph in the 
Delhi “Times” Open, where he 
downed Dua in five games in the 
final, the 21-year-o](] law student 
from Madras, conceded a game to 
Sriram in the sixth round, settled 
a score with Atiil Parikh in the 
quarter-final (contrary to popular 
belief that Parikh is Chandra’s 
bogey player, the two are level 
with four victories each in eight 
meetings) and overcame Jagannath 
and Fhadke in four games in the 
semi-finalists’ league. 

At the same time, his reverse at 
the hands of Kulfcarni showed that 
Chandra is still far from invincible. 
His backhand remains vulnerable 


S. Ramaswamy ... who's next? 

and his forehand corner is another 
weak point. He can also be held in 
check by the short ball. His fore¬ 
hand topspin is, however, a tre¬ 
mendous asset. He is, besides, a 
shrewd tactician. He makes the 
most of his strong points but the 
fact that needs to b», stressed is 
that unless he can quickly overcome 
his drawbacks he cannot Ite very 
successful at the international 
level. 

Sudhir Phadke, playing with a 
"p h a n t o ni” surface, finished 
runner-up. His was not a very con¬ 
vincing display. He was iwo games 
down before he pipped S. Sridhar 
at 21-17 in the fifth, and found ih»* 
going just as tough again.st Deepak 
llaldankar in the quarter-final. He 
played much better in the .semi 
final league where he disposed of 
Jagannath with surprising ease and 
forced Kulkarni into errors with 
his variations but there was little 
he could do to stop Chandrasekhar. 

Krshmira Patel took the women’s 
honours. Her most significant suc¬ 
cess was over Kiran Wardekar, the 
Southern India and Bombay cham¬ 
pion, in a hard-fought quarter-final. 
Then she breezed past Nandinj Kul¬ 
karni with ridiculous ease and, 
with a controlled forehand attac'a, 
stopped the hard-hitting Kalavalhi 
Se^acam in four games in the 
final. Well done, “Kash.” 


lhrel^«nc with one Test 
abandoned as a draw this year, had 
claimed ih c Sir Frank Worrell tro¬ 
phy once before in 1%S, under 
Gary St >bers, who se team beat 
Siinpson's squad, 2-1, with two 
drawn. llni.s, in ihe iiint? .series- 
played from 1930-31 to 1910. Au*: 
tralia ha vc won si:vcn times and 
West In>3ies twice. 

INDIA are about to tour 
, F'akistan. Will they be plav- 
ing Tes.t matches <ir a Test series? 
What is the difierence between the 
two? 

— Khnlid Ali Nomani (Katra). 

A A .Test match is part of a 
series which consists of a 
numb er of Te.sts 

WHAT is the age and higliesi 
score of Mushtaq Moham¬ 
mad, of Pakistan^ 

— R. A. Vimal Cband 
(Chickmagalorr). 

2% MUSHTAQ was hot n on 
November 22. 1943. H i s 
hiithesi is 201 vs. New Zealand at 
Oi medin in 1972-73. 

WHO won the Kanji. Trophy 
prequarier-final between 
k.arnalaka and Maharashtra in 
1975-76 and what were .he scores 
tjf skipper Vijaykrishna-’ 

~ S. G. Vasudeva (BaMgalore-2]). 

Jk THE two met in ihe quarter¬ 
final at ■ Bangalore and Kar- 
itataka prevailed by virtue of their 
first innings lead. Karnataka made 
465 and 2% for six declared and 
Maharashtra r?plied wiih 444 and 
.56 for Iwo. Vijaykrishna scored 66 
and 102 not out. 

WllAT is file complete re- 
suit and final ranking of In¬ 
dia’s hockey learn, in the Montreal 
Olympics? 

— Asesh Clintterjce 
fHowrah, W.B.). 

Jk INDIA finished third in pool 
‘‘A,” healing Malaysia, 3-0, 
Canada, 3-0, and Argentina, 4-0, and 
losing to Holland. 1-3, and \ustra. 
lia, 1-6. In -thfi matches to decide 
the fifth to eighth positions, India 
lost to West Germany, 2-3 and beat 
Malaysia, 241. India finished 
•evenih. 
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np HE decision to recognise t h e 
* Jockeys Association of India 
only if they agree not to have per< 
sons other than jockeys in the 
committee, not to accept donations 
from outsiders (meaning book* 
makers, of course) and not to en¬ 
gage in trade union activities is 
petty and unbecoming of the five 
Turf Authorities of India. 

Anybody, who is familiar with 
the behind-t h e-scenes activities, 
will immediately understand that 
the first condition is directed 
ajgainst M- A. Chidambaram, a dis¬ 
tinguished sports administrator who 
at one time was chairman and sen¬ 
ior steward of the defunct South 
India Turf Club and subsequently 
the Madras Race Club and who 'has 
been the president of the JAI since 
its inception. It is no secret that 



M. A. Chidambaram ... up 
against it 


some powerful people in certain 
turf clubs have a strong antipathy 
towards him. 

What is forgotten is that, by and 
large, the jockeys, most of whom, 
and certainly all the senior ones, 
are members of the JAI, have very 
little schooling because they start 
their careers at such a young age 
and that the “outsiders^ on the 
committee have a restraining influ¬ 
ence on the hot heads amongst 
them and, what is more, are better 
equipped to ensure the smooth 
running of the JAI. 

The condition that donations, if 
any, from bookmakers should not 
be received is quite obviously just 


Yes to jockeys, but... 


a delaying tactic. If bookmakers 
make a donation to the JAI it is 
made to a body and not to an in¬ 
dividual rider and by no stretch of 
imagination can it be construed to 
mean an effort to suborn the joc¬ 
keys. Further, most race clubs 
accept a trophy from the book¬ 
makers for a race named for their 
association I 

The Turf Authorities are on firm 
ground when they insist that t h e 
JAI does not indulge in trade union 
activities. But it is an imaginary 
tear, ihc JAI is not registered as 
a trade union and nowhere in its 
articles of association is it indica¬ 
ted that it is one. It may be. some¬ 
what rightly unfortunately, be poin¬ 
ted out that the decision of he JAI 
not to accept mounts pending re¬ 
cognition round about Derby time 
in Bangalore in 1977 smacked of a 
trade union activity. But it must be 
remembered that this situaion was 
virually forced on the frustrated 
riders when t h e subject was not 
included on the agenda of that 
meeting of the Turf Authorities and 
that it was made despite the efforts 
of certain “outsider" office bearers 
to restrain the militant jockeys in 
the JAI. It follows that the JAI 
needs the sobering influence of its 
“outsider” officials. 


In any event, it is clear that the 
JAI has been recognised in prin¬ 
ciple and t h e creation of petty 
obstacles in the path to progress 
is demeaning of the Turf Autho¬ 
rities. 

Further evidence that the per¬ 
sonal convenience of t h o s e in 
power is given priority over that 
of the general public and also the 
requirements of the sport was 
given in Pune last week-end. Re¬ 
gardless of the number of races on 
a particular afternoon the time of 
the last race is fixed for S-00 p.m. 
so that the honorary officials and 
other powerful interests can catch 
the evcniiiK plane back to Bombay. 
Of course, when there are consecu¬ 
tive race days the first day c-nds at 
' !>-30 as the plane travellers stay in 
Pune overnight. 

Normally, this has little effect on 
the sport but last Sunday when 
there were seven races t h e last 
race was timed for 5-30 but on the 
following day which was a working 
one. the lust race was fixed foi 
5-00 and the first was run at 2-00 
p.m. This selfish move affected the 
attendance and the volume of bet¬ 
ting and <is the day was held in aid 
of fund.s for hospitals in Maharu- 
shira State, a most deserving cau.se 
.suffered. Too bad, indeed! 







by HOSKY 

1. How .shall the centre lines of 
a badminton court be marked? 

2. In athletics, can an event of 
the decathlon be (lostponed to 
the next day? 

3. - What is the penalty for a foul 

throw in soccer? 

4. If in tennis the ball bounced 
on his side of the net and spun 
back into the opponent’s cour>. 
can he reach over the net and 
play it? 

5. Can a cricket ball 8} ins. in 
circumference be u .s e d in a 
match 

6. When a kho klio match is play¬ 
ed again after the scores had 


MISTRY 

been equal, ran the players be 
changed? 

A hockey match was being 
played on a very hot summer 
day, can the (cams agree to 
extend the interval from ."I 
min.s. to 7 mins.? 

ANSWERS: 

1. The width (11 ins) of the 
centre lines shall tc equally divid¬ 
ed between the left and ibe liglit 
service courts. 2. No, it has lo be 
conducted on the scheduled day. 
3. The opposing team re-takes the 
throw. 4. Yes. 5. No. It shall not 
be less than 8 13 16 ins. in circum¬ 
ference. 6. Yes. 7. Yes. 


SPORTING SAM.by Reg Wootton 
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Well done, 
Christabelie 

|^UR(STABELLE FERNANDES 
^ ha.<: done herself and Indian 
ti-nnix proud by winninK two under* 
IK .singles titles on her recent trip 
in the US. 

Though her triumphs may not be 
as spectacular as Ramesh Krish- 
nan’s success in the US national 
under-16 championship last season, 
they urc still significant consider¬ 
ing the htgii standards prevailing 
(here. 


itoM- high the US standards are 
ni IV lie judged from ; h e perfor- 



Chri.stabcllti . . . done u.s proud 


trophies during her three-month 
trip sponsored By Colgate-Palmolive 
under their *‘Young India” pro¬ 
gramme and facilitated by a three- 
week scholarship granted by All- 
American Sports, Deerfield, Massa¬ 
chusetts. 

Christabelle’s most memorable 
experience, however, was her two- 
week stay at Harry Hopman’s camp 
at Largo, a small island, in Bard- 
moor, Florida. Situated in acres 
and acres of land and having innu¬ 
merable courts, Christabelie had 
the rare opportunity of getting 
some expert coaching there. 

It was with difficulty that Chrisia- 
belle got admission at Hopman's 
wher-i Juniors from all over the 
world flock to improve their techni¬ 
que and strokeplay. Ramesh Krish- 
nan was there a little before 
Christabelie joined and Naniian 
Bal was to follow. Though full up, 
Hopman admitted Christabelie a.s 
she had come all the way from 
India. 

“The trip was a great experience.” 
says Christabelie. “At last 1 learnt 
my toss was too high. Now 1 can 
hit my serve with greater consis¬ 
tency. Now I also realise where I 
was going wrong in stroke produc¬ 
tion.” 


Pole asked 
to apologise 

J IM FINNEY, former World Cup 
referee, is to demand a public 
upology from Brazilian soccer star 
Pele. 

In his autobiography, Pcie arcu- 
scs him of failing to give hi-.;i the 
protection he had the ri;;hi t ■ ex 
pect when Brazil play>>d Buigaria 
in a World Cup match at Goodisnn 
Park in 1966. 


should be made against me for peu- 
pie to read in years to come.” 

He added that the only time he 
had refereed a match in which 
Pelc had played Pele had after¬ 
wards shaken him by the hand 
and kissed him. 

Greig's happy 

T ony GREIG, world Series 
Cricket’s tall South African- 
born Englishman, strode out of the 
customs hall at Sydney Airport re¬ 
cently and sent a bag skidding from 
the shiny chromium plated trolley. 
Australia’s newest migrant had 
arrived. 

“I’m here to stay,” he said with 
a grin as broad as a packet of corn¬ 
flakes. 

Gf tig's wife, Donna, and their 
children, Samantha, 5, and Mark, 
.1, will follow later. 

when their furniture arrives 
from England, the Greig family 
will settle into a harbourside home 
in Vaocluse, the final retreat from 
seven-day cricket and the finale to 
a dream which Greig has cherished 
for several year*. 

The former Sussex and England 
captain is excited about being in 
Australia. 

“I had a good run,” he said, 
turning serious for a moment. ”I 
enjoyed my game in England, and 
1 will alway.s be an England and 
a Sussex man when it comes to 
cricket. 

“But I have absolutely no re¬ 
grets about any decisions I have 
made.” 

For the moment, perhaps. But 
there is a World Series Cricket sea¬ 
son ahead. And a job with Aus¬ 
tralian Con.solidated Pre.ss. 

Dave's big win 


malices of 16-year-old Pam Shriver, 
who shocked Wimbledon champion 
Martina Navratilova only lattt week 
.’o reach the US Open final, and 
IS-ycar-old Tracy Austin. 

“Most of the girls have courts of 
ihcir own and they play for hours,” 
remarks Mrs. Eiroa Fernandes who 
had accompanied daughter Christa- 
helle on the trip. “And the advan¬ 
ced players have their own coa¬ 
ches, too,” she added. 

Chrisiabclle's successes came in 
:he laiui.siana State Open and the 
.Shrimp and Petroleum Festival at 
Morgan City. Besides, she was the 
runner-up at Sonesta Beach. At 
Louisiana, she war the runner-up in 
the doubles. 

Thus the 17-year-old Bombay girl 
had a bag of two titles and four 


But Finney, who is now Here¬ 
ford administrator, was on the 
other side of the country running 
the line at Middlesbrough, where 
Russia were playing North Korea. 

Finney said: “1 am not happy 
that a complaint of this nature 



Pele . . . mixed up 


|>AVE WILSON, US heavyweight 
boxer, has won the biggest 
tight of his life. 

He regained consciousness — al¬ 
most 60 hours after being knocked 
out by Wakefield’s Paul Sykes in 
:he third round of a 10-round con¬ 
test at Wakcsfield Theatre Club. 

Wilson, who was carried from 
the ring, underwent an emergency 
operation follotving a brain haemor¬ 
rhage. 


And 32-year-old Sykes was his 
first visitor. He said:— 

“Dave shook hands and asked 
how the fight went. 

“I am over the moon now that 
he is going to be all right. 

“When he leaves hospital we 
will have a big party and invite 
everyone who has looked after 
him.” 
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Indians out 
of counties 

F or the first time since 1%8. 

there will not be a single In¬ 
dian player involved in the ^unty 
Championship next year. Despite 
the capture of 82 wickets in 1977 
and, todate, 53 in 12 matches dur¬ 
ing the current season, Nottingham¬ 
shire have released 30-year-old 
Bengal and East Zone left-arm 
spinner, Dilip Doshi. 

There is more to Doshi’s record 
than meets the eye. With Nottin¬ 
ghamshire’s batting so weak, he 
has seldom bowled in two innings 
during one match. Furthermore, it 
is estimated that 46 catches were 
dropped off him last season. 

The end of Doshi’s career with 
Nottinghamshire is no reflection on 
his ability. Even members of the 
committee who decided that Doshi 
must go are full of sympathy and 
readily admit that he is a victim 
of circumstances. 

The circumstances were created 
by Nottinghamshire’s hasty reaction 
at the start of the .season to the 
news that their Souh African cap¬ 
tain, Clive Rice, had thrown in his 
lot with Packer. 

The county club immediately de¬ 
cided to pay off bis newly drawn- 
pp contract and release him as a 
matter of principle. But Rice, back¬ 
ed by Packer’s legal machinery, 
look action in court and Nottin¬ 
ghamshire climbed down. 

But even during the few days 
that it took for the Rice affair to 
be settled, Nottinghamshire moved 
positively to replace this valuable 
fast-bowling all-rounder. Richard 
Hadlee, of New Zealand, was in 


INHERE was positively a gentle 
air about Manda Kelkar. She 
was not just modest, or shy, or un¬ 
assuming. Her personality had a de¬ 
finite soothing touch about it. A na¬ 
tional champion in her own right 
during her heyday. Manda had no 
airs and graces about her as she 
would come to watch the occasional 
‘major’ tournament at the Cricket 
Club of India courts, her favourite 
badminton haunt. One would see 
her silting quietly in a corner, her 
light eyes missing none of the ac¬ 
tion, while her smile favoured any¬ 
one who cared to throw a dance 
her way, or shared a word with 
her. It was as if she were deriving 
her own satisfaction from watching 
the younpters strenuously pladng 
the game that was the prime love 
of her life. 

In an era when grace of move¬ 
ment and smoothness of atrokcplay 
were the hallmark of the champion, 
Manda held her place in the Indian 



Dilip Doslii . . . bowled 


England to play in the Brylcreem 
double-wickei competition at Wcm- 
bley, end wgs oil ered terms he 
could not refuse, 

Soon, Rice was iback on the staff 
and as current rules of registra¬ 
tion limit each county to playing 
only two overseas players, Doshi 
was redundant till h'adlee went off 
in June to join the New Zealand 
louring party. 

To Doshi’s added misfortune, his 
contract expired with rhe 1978 sea¬ 
son, while those of Rict? and Hadlee 
had another two years to run. So 
Doshi was released as a matter of 
expediency. 

Doshi, whose end-of-st'ason re¬ 
turn to Calcutta must wait another 
five weeks, as his wife is too near 
delivering their second child to be 
allowed to travel, is disappointed. 
He told me that he is not concern¬ 
ed over the loss of earniiigs, be¬ 
cause he can always retu.rn to a 
flourishing family business. 


badminton firmament as a ‘nai.ural. 
She won many laurels in the paired 
events, including four ladies dou¬ 
bles and three mixed doubles na¬ 
tional titles, during the course of 
her illustrious career. 

Her partners were such illus¬ 
trious players as Sushila Kapadia. 
Prem Prashar and Shobha Moor 
thy, Nandu Natekar and Chandra- 
kant Deoras. In fact, Nandu likes 
to rerall the time he won the triple 
crown at the 1961 Amritsar Natio¬ 
nals, with Manda’s help. He had 
won the singles against an Indone¬ 
sian, and also the doubles. Manda 
was his partner in the mixed evem; 
and she was exceedingly nervous 
before the match. *Tt is a great 
responsibility playing with you, 
Nandu,” t b e maestro remembers 
her having said to him. “I wouldn’t 
like to fail youl” Nandu had been 
married earlier the same year; and 
Manda was very keen that he 
should make his bride a present of 


But Doshi loved the day-to-day 
chanen,ge of bowling to internatio¬ 
nal stars in county cricket and he 
enjoyed' playing cricket in Eng¬ 
land. Other counties all have dieir 
full quota of overseas players and 
hence there are no immediate 
t>peningii for Doshi. 

With Ibis reputation, Doshi will 
ni>i be short of offers to play 
Ipitgue aind Minor Counties cricket 
if he wsinis to, gaining adequate 
fina ncial returns, but he is too 
gootl a bowler to be lost to the 
first- class game in England. 

— DICKY RUTNAGUR 

Alex is bored 

R USf'dAII tennis player Alex 
Me irei'eli, who has made few 
internat ion.al appearances since the 
Soviets' itin eraat Team Tennis sea¬ 
son in A me rica ended last August, 
said recei nil; “H the situation does 
not chani'.e it is no fun for me to 
play muclb inore .... The same 
with the o thers. We love lo play, I 
like lo plii'y, but how many times 
can you wi n t he nationals?” 

A Wiiiib led'on finalist in 1973, 
Alex has won the Russian natio¬ 
nals 12 iimi?s. Also grounded by 
Ru.ssia’.s deci sio n to avoid ail poten¬ 
tial athletic c onflicts (in tennis that 
would mean t mw matches involving 
South Africa) until after the 1980 
Olympic.^ in Moscow is former 
world top-tenn- er Olga Morozova. 

LYMPIC dei •-•at hlon gold medal¬ 
list of 1976 B ruce Jenner, 29, 
and his wife Chr. ysi ic have an addi¬ 
tion to their tami ly. Their .son. Bur¬ 
ton, their first ch del was born last 
week in Los Ange 'le.s. 


the triple crown. At ( >'1 happened, 
she need not have ibaid cause for 
worry, for they bca t their r'vals 
in the final in two sti rai ght games. 
Nandu and Manda co. mi nued play¬ 
ing together until 1%S 

Manda was later to be* the cap¬ 
tain of the Uber Cu'P women’s 
team. In that capacity, she pur¬ 
sued the cause of India n badmin¬ 
ton with as much dedicai io n as she 
brought to the Maharasi bti-a State 
team, of which she was . a regular 
member for several years. 1 faiekar 
remembers her with affei ti on 
her help in planning the s' rategy 
in the team events, and fo r her 
quiet, soothing presence. A. ncl yAt, 
Manda shied away from pu. bl icib'. 
always preferring to remain .'n the 
background. 

A year ago she was operated on 
to prevent the spread of that driSild- 
ed disease cancer. On Friday /t'St 
she lost that battle. Aged 46 s h e 
passed away peacefully. 

— SHIRISH NADKARBH 


Manda Kelkar—RIP 





Dr. Sfioan's 
'heat-actiion' formula 
quickly/ relieves 



Heat Action fo' r Quick Relief 

Gently rub in 5>l oan's Balm, or 
apply the liqui d liniment. The 
powerful ingr'B' dients penetrate 
deep, generate i heat and 
increase btoor J circulation— 
to relieve pa ir fast. 

Won't stai n clothes 

Unlike mos t pain balms and 
liniments. ‘S loan's Balm 
and Sloan 's i Liniment are non 
greasy, nt » staining. 


Avaiiab'jr» in two forms 

SI/OMI’S 



A quality product ot 
Warr^r-Hiiidustan Ltd. 
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late, Indian teams have not fared well in 
international competitions. But there are definite 
reasons for this. The following is my analysis for 
our various failures; 

HOCKEY (men’s); Because our players are not 
’jsed to astro-turf. Because they did not get eggs 
for breakfast in Buenos Aires. Because of last 
minute changes in the team. Because of wrong 
selection, wrong coaching, wrong officials, wrong 
captain. 

Also, because other nations have taken up hockey 
seriously, because they play a different type of 
game from ours, because they play rough, because 
wc have been dogged with bad luck. 

FOOTBAI.L; Because of all these new transfer and 
qualifying rules, because of the domination of 
certain teams and certain states, because of the 
professionalism in other countries, because of 
inadequate international experience, because of 
wrangling among officials, because of too much 
attention being paid to cricket, and not enough to 
football. 

CRICKF.T; Because of undue attention being paid 
to cricket and it being too much .in the public 
eye, because of the players' association, b^ause 
of lack of sporting wickets, becau.se of lack of fast 
bowlers and enough practice against fast bowlers, 
because of wrong selections, because of wrong 
selectors, because of casting votes, because of 
foreign umpires. 

Also, because of too much cricket, because of not 
enough cricket, because of too much dependence 
on the batting of Gavaskar, because our .spinners 
are over the hill, because of not enough en 
couragement to fast bowlers, because of not en¬ 
ough encouragement to young players, because of 
too many stadiums in some cities and not enough 
stadiums in other cilies, because (according to 
A. F. S. Talyarkhan) there has been no cricketer 
after C. K. Nayudu. 

BADMINTON; Because there is no other player 
after Prakash Padukone, because there are no 
proper indoor stadiums to both play and be coach¬ 
ed in the game, because it receives step-motherly 
treatment. 

TENNIS; Because of Vijay Amritraj’s elbow, be¬ 
cause of the bad quality of Indian tennis imIIs, 
because young Cilcuitans are no more interested 
in the game, because our players are not physi¬ 
cally fit. becau.se our service is poor, because the 
progress in world tennis has been phenomenal. 

ATHLETICS; Because of lack of proper equipment, 
because of lack of international competition, be¬ 
cause of poor coaching, because of poor jumping 
pits at the Patiala Institute, because of Patiala 
Institute, because of five officials per every 
athlete, because of faulty stop-watches. 

WRESTLING; Though we have not done bad, we 
have not done better . . . because the wrestlers 

have to put up exhibitions to finance the trips of 
their officials, because of different rules for inter¬ 
national competitions and Indian competitions, 
because of lack of practice on proper mats. 

HOCKEY (women’s): Because of lack of practice 
on astro-turf, because our girls are frail as com¬ 
pared to their hefty European counterparts, be¬ 
cause Nina Asaikar has been dropped from the 
World Cup team. 

INDIAN GAMES: Because no other country has 
taken to Indian games. 
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Vyas — up 
and down 

S UKETU VYAS. who had domi- 
naied the table tennis scene in 
Gujarat for a decade, endured a. 
disastrous campaign in the hrsi; 
ranking tournament of the season 
when he was humbled by Rajcil 
Sheth in the Orient Club lournii- 
ment at Ahmedabad. This is thie 
first time he has failed to figuire 
in a final. 

Vyas came into the limelight at 
Kajkot, skipped the Dhuvaran evsnt 
as he went to represent A time da- 
bad in the Slate Bank Inter-Cir cle 
tournament at Hyderabad and ci ime 
up tops again at Baroda. 

His dual victories over Bamda’s 
Prashani Mehta, slopped the 
sequence of three different pairs 
of finalists in the preceding events 
in the men's final. Siddh arth 
Pandya (Ahmedabad) had su'odued 
Rajul Sheih (Ahmedabad) in a 
gruelling five-setter in the Orient 
Club tournament. Suketu di>fcated 
Prashant a: Rajkot and B aroda's 
Y o g c s h Desai overcame V. D. 
Mirani at Dhuvaran. Only a, Baroda 
did the same finalists i;uiifroiii 



Suketu Vyas 


each other and Suketu confirmed 
his supmority over Prashani. 

Smita Dalvi (Baroda) easily 
emerged the best j^layer in the wo¬ 
men’s division. S he claimed the 
Rajkot and Dhuvaran titles and 
climaxed her performance by 
notching up a hat-trick at Baroda 
women's 8ingl.es, women’s dou¬ 
bles and mixed doubles. 

Campus lilivo again 

HE collegiatfs games have sud¬ 
denly picked up momentum in 
the entire state in September. The 
campus activity was at a complete 
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standstill following thi; boycott of 
the Physical Training, Instrucior'.s 
tussle with the statr.- government 
over a hike in the p-'ay .scales. The 
PTIs were only able to manage to 
extract a small concession that 
there would be security of their 
jobs. The bigger fi’nancial fight has 
been left in abeyance. 

The PTI’s of the stale did per¬ 
form their functions of training the 
college students, but they declined 
to help in the conduct of the col¬ 
legiate games ond managed to en¬ 
list the help of the associations to 
refrain from assisting in the dif¬ 
ferent sports disciplines. 

The boycott was lifted towards 
the end of August, but by then it 
was too late for Gujarat University 
to field a teum in the Varisty Chess 
at Hyderabad. The Gujarat squad, 
who had stood fourth last acade 
mic year, were denied the oppor¬ 
tunity of improving their status 
and hopefully figuring in the 
honour’s list at Hyderabad. 

— PATRICK D’SOUZA 

Protest march 

TNRF.SSED in vests and track 
^ suits, sportsmen in Trivandrum 
took out a procession through the 
city and then staged a Dharna be¬ 
fore the State Secretariat. They de¬ 
manded that the Central Stadium, 
which is the only one in the city 
open to public, be handed over to 
the Sports Council to institute im¬ 
provements. 

Nearly 500 sportsmen rallied in 
I h e procession organised by the 
Kerala Athletes Association. 
Cyclists, athletes, footballers, ba.s- 
keiballers — all demanding better 
stadia and practice facilities—even 
carried placards which proclaimed; 
“Let Yohannan fate be not ours” 
and “Garlands for medals and 
negligence after injury.*' 

— BINCIO K. JOHN 

Madras Club, 
trend setter 

F or YEARS NOW, the Madras 
Cricket Club has been a house¬ 
hold name in Delhi’s sporting cir¬ 
cles. Us trials and tribulations over 
the past two decades arc only too 
well known to be recounted again. 
Understandably, then its silver 
jubilee in 1978 has been an impor¬ 
tant landmark in the Capital’s 
sports calendar for the year. 

The occasion was celebrated at 
the Ferozshah Kotla Grounds, la.si 
week, with a souvemir being re¬ 
leased by the former Cricket 
Board chief. Ram Prakash Mehta. 

In the late fifties i t was fortunate 
enou^ to have at its headquarters 


the National Stadium, thanks to 
the then secretary of the Raj- 
kuniari Sports Coaching Scheme, 
Ranga Ramanujam. Later, with 
the expansion of the NIS Coaching 
Centre, its members found them¬ 
selves having to start from scratch 
again on the outskirts of the sta¬ 
dium complex. This did not how¬ 
ever, deter them in any way, and 
the young tads pressed on regard¬ 
less, practising in their make-shift 
nct.s, day after day, year after 
year, under the waicliful eyes of 
their very dedu. -ed coach Bhara- 
Ian. 

Today the Madras Club ran 
justifiably boast of having made a 
substantial contribution to Indian 
cricket. Its senior members include, 
Test players and many distinguish¬ 
ed stale level cricketers. Its cap¬ 
tain for the current sea.son Vcnkai 
Siiiideram has been Delhi's most 
prolific scorer last season. Con-,, 
irary to the general view else-' 
where, the Madras Club, ns it is 
popularly known, attracts member¬ 
ship from youngsters and seniors 
from every region, and from varied 
walks of life. In fact the Club ha.s 
been an extraordinary trend .setter 
in the northern region, as nn 
organisation that has learnt to stand 
on its own feet, with little help or 
encouragement from oificiiil circles. 

— RANJIT BHATIA 

Modi dominates 

f T was tall Syed Modi whose pre- 
sence in the UP Badminton 
Selection Tniirnainent was so do¬ 
minant that the trials became, in 
effei i. a one-man show. But in the 
ah.senci! of any severe opposition. 
Modi could not display his best. 

- In the tournament which brouglit 
125 participants from all over the 
.State the match betweetn Mr'.bar 
(Meerut) and Vibhore (Allaha 
bad) in the sub-juniors--ueclior 
was particularly outstanding. 'Ilie 
juniors doubles final too was ener¬ 
vating as Sanjay and A. P. Sahi 
pipped Akhlesh Chandra and .Sun 
jeev Tiwari 18-17 in an exciting, 
deciding third game. 

Arun Kakkar (Lucknow) wa.s 
appointed captain of i h e senior 
team which include Syed Modi and 
Abid Hyder (Gorakhpur), Ashok 
Singh (Meerut) and S. N Sinha 
(Lucknow). Girlsh Agarwala 
(Allahabad) and Kajcet Srivastava 
(Gorakhpur) have also been invited 
to the Lucknow camp where one of 
them would be selected a.s reserve 

Sukesha AbroJ ((All.-ihahad) and 
Purnima Arora (Meerut) form the 
women’s team. 

— A. C. MAHESHWAKl 
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A FTBR Mcuring an excellent 
^ game from her new gambit 
line against Black's bizarre defence 
White begins to dither. Black 
managas to exchange Queens and 
wriggle out from a hopeless post* 
tion. In the end game her Knights 
occupy vantage points and win. 

The game was played in the 
Candidates matches for women’s 
world championship. 

NIMZOWITCH DEFENCE 


White: Fatalibekova 
Black: Kushnir 


1. PK4. NQB3 2. PQ4, PQ4 (u) 
3. NQB3 (b) PxP 4. PQ5, NK4 S. 
QQ4, NN3 6. BQB4I (c) PKB4 7. 
KNK2, NB3 B. PKR4, PKR4 9. 
BKN5, PQRS 10. 000, QQ3 11. PB3, 
BQ2 12. PxP. PN4 13. PxP. BxP 
14. BQ3 (d) RxB 15. QxB, NK4 
IG. QN3. NB5 17. QxO (e) BPxQ 
18. PQN3? (f) NK4 19. NN3?, PN3 

23. QNK4. KNN5 21. KRBl, BR3 
22. BxB. Nxil 23. KQ2 (t!) KQ2 

24. PB3. p 6R4 25. QRKl, KKQBI 
26. NK2, PUS 27. NQ4? (h) PxP 
28. PxP, RR7ch 29. NB2, NB4 .30. 
RKRl, PN5 31. RRI, PxPrh! .32. 
NxP, kxNchl 33. KxR, N05:h 34. 
KN2. NtiGch 35, KNl, RxN 36. 
RR?ch. KKl 37. RKRl. RxPeh 33. 
KR2, NN-Sch White resiRns. 


(tt) Another line in the Nimto- 
witch Defence is 2 ... PK4 3. PxP, 
Nxl* 4. PKB4, NN3. 

(b> Positionally strong is .3. PKS. 
In reply to the next move Black 
has a safer continuation in 3 . . . 
PK3. 


ft) MCO pives 6. QR4rh, T!p2 
7. QN3 with a slight plus for Whop. 
Riirlr Knaak, Pula ];)75: o. \<sKi', 
NB3 7. QU4ch. HQ2 H. i‘t,K.<3 

9. ll.xBch. 0x11 It). QsOeh, N.\0 11. 
NB3. RQl 12. aK.3. N2K4 IX NxN. 
NxN 14. 000. .>18.5 15. BB4, N03 
16. KRKl, PKN3 17. MK4, NxN 18. 
RxN. KQ2 19, PB4, BN2 20. IT-S. 
KRKl 21. PBfichl, PxP 22. UB4, 
P0B4 23. RxP with a wiiii’inB post 
lional advantage for White. 

(d) White bos recovered her 
gambit Pown with a good game 
Ha should avoid exchanges (14. 
BN3 i BK Black is very much cramp¬ 
ed with her KB and KR locked in. 


fp) 17, BB4? would lose to 17... 
ONS. 

(f) With 18. NB4, NK4 19. NK6 
White should still maintain a con¬ 
siderable bold on the game. The 
text move gives Black o target. 

(g) Black has improved her posi¬ 
tion by getting rid of his problem 
Bishop end her Knights now be¬ 
come much more aggressive than 
White's. 23. NN5 followed by NK6 
was still a reasonable continuation 
for White. 


(h) It was imperative not to 
allow Black to open the QR-file 


27. PQN4 would have given bar 
aome fighting chancea. 


White: M. Vasantha Babu 
Black: C. M. Rowlanda 


Plavad in the Karnataka Cham- 
pionahip won by Vaaantha Babu 
with 6 pointa out of 7 (two drawa). 
Young D. V. Pratand with 6 points 
was maced 2nd on S.B. and C. M. 
Rowlands was 3rd. 

1. PK4, NQB3 2. PQ4. PQ4 3. 
PKS, PQR3 (a) 4. PKB4. NR3 S. 
NKB3, BB4 6. BQ3, PX3 7. 00. BK2 
8. PB3. 00 9. PRR3. BxB (b) 10. 
“ - NB4 11. NN5I, PKR3 12. 


PKN4I. PxN 13. PxN. NPxP 14. 
KxPl (c) BN4 IS. RN4I. BxB 16. 
RxPchl, KxR 16. PB6I, BR3 17. 
RxPchl, BxR 18. QN3, Black re¬ 
signs. 

(a) The book line is 3 . . . PB3 
4. PKB4, BB4 5. NK2, PK3, 

(b) Black's best chance seems 


9 . . . PB3 tp relieve ih*' ro»gi'.x 
tion on th'.* King 
(c) An iiniiiitur.t! toovo with a 
poisonou.s point. Bhick .'.'dured 
into e blitz nn.ick with 'hr offer of 
Bishop and a Kook. 

RND GAMF. 

Lest week'> enditu: In a. P. 
Kazantsev (’(wdy" i*)64): 

White: Kf4: NbS; Phi. d« 
Black; KbG; Bh«: P's o.t, 1 7. f i Win. 
1. Pd7, I'cSchl 2 K.sf.. it. 7 .f N’x<;7, 
Pxb2l (it 3 . . I.VV7 », I ..-.i, »Mi5 
5. KeC!) 4 fn-.. ; I'dft.);', 

PblQch iv.iif'- !><!.■ K-i:; tt»ii 

4 . . . ."dfn.l, 

Pbioch '.V -I-’;. •. ' 

6 . . i'Xllt. tU*. li:.., ' ‘.{‘’'.i 

maiu) j !• c'i', iliit'- • ''''■ii :, 

Qab*! (if f> , . . ’ 'i 111 ' 

if f. . . Kh7 r Vc ■' 8 

Qc7ch e'c. Wins) 7. I'l'''-' im;ui' 

- ii ‘vM'Mi: 



r ENA MAYADAS, captain of 
^ the women's team that has 
qualified for the Far Eastern Cham¬ 
pionships, found a neat solution 
to this "4 heart" contract: 

A XX 
A76 
Q* 

98xxx 


c.llc'lll.'lli d to 

by WO'-' wi'h i Uiii;!--.' '.i: 
Thr I.is *. t.nd Ai.r (li 
cashed, foi.OWt’d hy 
of diamond-. jiiicliimr t •; "i 
durnniY- /V cluh ix • 
reduced th< hand flit;. 
ending: 

ni! 




(N) 


7 



(S) 


Till 



X X 


* • • ^ 



K98xx 

AKJ 

AlOx 


f *' 

f;; 1 

1 

Bidding: 



• V 

N 

E 

S 

W 


P 

P 

IH 

IS 

2C 

P 

3C 

p 

West, on phv, v, •'*) 

3S 

P 

4C 

p 

spades .vnd ri- ini.indi. 

4H 

P 

P 

p 

cede a rufr and d;>c 

Lead: 

S.K. 



club loser v:mi.<.h(’(; 

Lookin 

g at the N/S hands 

"3 NT" 

The full hand'. 


seems to be tbe rii^t ipet. If East 
has three hearta or it is possibla 
to duck a heart to East after hold¬ 
ing up the S.A twice, declarer has 
nn easy road to nine tricks. A club 
shifi is of no avail to the defence. 
Tlic first club is ducked and if 
clubs are praiaod on, the club suit 
provides declarer with the needed 
tricks. 


KQ 109/ 
Jx (W) 
xxxx 
KQ 


A } 

■;: 

tj V 
•) ?. 


I 


However, after the over-call of 
'1 .S’ it is not easy to hit the top 
spot. Lena and her narlner ex¬ 
plored the hand carefully to reach 
a contract which teems doomed 
with three black-suit losers in ad¬ 
dition to the unavoidable one in 
b-umps. 

How would you plan the play in 
"4 Hearts"? 

Lena ducked the opening lead 
and won the spade return with 
dummy's Ace. Next came a club 
to the Ace — a far sighted play 


y .* 


Lena made ‘.i ■ 
but it reflifCti. J . i, .. 
nique. As the enrr 
no defence after ii 
Needless to .ssy ' . 
down in tbe o'.hn, -- 
same opening h. - 
A cluh lead - .- 

defence, deft-u-' ;):>■ 

—■ j'.vi ■■r 
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Victory, but... 

W HILE Jimmy Connors won the 
US Open tennis champion¬ 
ship in straight sets, it must not be 
t'orgntten (hat Borg was consider¬ 
ably handicapped, which may have 
had a bearing upon his defeat. Al¬ 
though Borg, quite sportingly, dis¬ 
claimed that a blister on his rac¬ 
quet hand resulted in his losing 
the match, it is safe to presume 
that, without injury, the Swede 
could have played better. After all, 
Bfirg’.s remarkable ruti of victories 
have clearly established him as an 
exceptional tennis player. 

— Kajhunaih Desai (Bombay). 

Ignoring players 

^^VER the years, i h c Vidarbha 
Cricket As,<:ociation has .select¬ 
ed playing for various cricket 
tourtiaments predominantly from 
Nagpur, and in .some instances only 
from Nagpur, ignoring, in the pro¬ 
cess, the other seven districts 
which arc included in V' larbha. 

Often, cricketers outside of Nag¬ 
pur are denied an opportunity to 
display their skills. In this man¬ 
ner, Vidarbha is, perhaps, deprived 
of better players to represent them 
in certain championships. I do not 
mean to say that players from the 
other seven districts are qualified 
to play for Vidarbha — only, try 
them out. and if they are good en¬ 
ough for the side, sehK;t them. 

— Khokar Chandra Uasgupta 
(Nagpur). 


Sportswords 

(Las* week’s solution) 



Try Gavaskar 


nlSHAN BEDI’s past record as 
^ captain suggests that his per¬ 
formance has been far from en¬ 
couraging. Of course, he has won 
Test mulches, and some of them 
were phenomenal victories. Still, 
losing a Te.it series against an in¬ 
experienced, mediocre Australian 
team and being beaten by MCC at 
home were rather disappointing. 
Call it what you like — unlucky, 
lack of the killer instinct, any¬ 
thing. But Bedi has failed to de¬ 
liver the goods. 

It may be'said that Bedi did not 
have a strong team under his com¬ 


mand. Well, wasn’t it the same 
team which won two Tests down 
under and drew level- with the Aus¬ 
tralians? And what about the Test 
when India scored more then 400 
runs to beat the West Indies? In¬ 
dia does have g o o d _ cricketers. 
And I would say Bedi is outstand¬ 
ing in his own field — perhaps, 
the best spinner in the world to¬ 
day. 

But, as captain we should try 
out some other player. Gavaskar, 
for instance. 

— K. J. S. Dhindsa 
(Visakhapamam). 


Select the best 

HE recall of the Packer players 
will undoubtedly strenglhe,! 
Pakistan’s cricket team, which 
makes it imperative that India 
should field a balanced side for the 
Test matches to come. 

It is encouraging to note that 
Indian selector.*: have named 25 
probables for the coaching camp 
at Bangalore. But, it is important 
that only those players who have 
performed creditably over a con¬ 
sistent period of time be chosen 
for the tour. In the past, players 
were selected just to give them 
experience and even those who had 
.shown their inability to play cer¬ 
tain types of bosvling. A Test match 
is no time for trials. Let only the 
best cricketers in the country be 
picked to represent India. 

— Ebenaxer Premkutnar 
(New Delhi). 


Strange affair 

T he football match between 
East Bengal and the Port Au¬ 
thority Club (Thailand) in the 
Bardoloi trophy final was a strange 
affair. The aititude of the specta¬ 
tors was incredible. Some of them 
not only wanted others to cheer 
the Thai team, but they even threw 
stones at East Bengal players. 

And then the behaviour of the 
East Bengal players, after winning 
the match, was positively obscene. 
One wonders whether.^ if such a 
trend continues, there is any justi¬ 
fication in holding matches in . this 
•Slate (Assam). Sporis and games 
are looked upon a.s a source of 
entertainment and recreation. Sure¬ 
ly throwing stones isn’t entertain¬ 
ment for anyone! 

— Mahesh Kalkarni 
(Shillong). 





Bhupendra R Moia, 15 
Uday Niwas, Room No. .5, 

Pandu Rang Wadi, 

Manpada Road. 

Doinbivilli (East), 

Bombay 421 2ftl. 

Hobbies: Stamps, view-cards, read¬ 
ing, playing cricket, hocitey. 

San jay Shorma, 15 

NCC College for Womet-., 

.Elation Road, 

Gwalior 474 002. 

Stamps, C'in.s, view-cards, blow 
ups, c-.irrespontlence, reading. 
Ra.inee.sh Taoxlon, 17 

113 T8S A, Swaroop Nagar, 
Kanpur 208 002. 

Cricket, reading, making pen 
friends. 

Salnam Singh, IS 
107, Behum Nagar, 

Htin.si Road, Karn-al, 

Haryana. 

.Movies, leading, g.rmos. politics. 
.\.shak Kantiir, 18 
C o Tola Ram, 

Station Road, 

Kotdwara - UP 246 149. 


Coins, view-cards, correspon¬ 
dence, reading, drawing. 

Rajcndra Kumar Malhotra, 19 
Taksai Wali Gali. 

Dan-aoli, 

Gwalior 474 001. 

Reading, playing, corresponding. 
G S Pessi, 20 

C o Punjabi Hotel, 

•1, G.-’rcb'i l.st Lane, 

Calcutta 700 019. 

Cricket, football, reading, collect- 
in," players’ photos, movies, pen 
friendship. 

P B A Rashced, 20 
Rashidia Restaurant, 

59, R A K Road. 

Calcutta 700 016. 

Sports & games, movies, music, 
stamps, view-cards. 

Alex C Dias, 24 
Mazagon Terrace, 

Room No. 11, 

Nesbii Road, 

Bombay 400 010. 

iCfasic, paying guitar, football. 
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Now you can get today's "nooil" hair style and more... 

New Code 10 Ionic Hair Dressing 

- holds and nourishes hair, 
controls dandruff. 





Today's look is the nafuial "no-oii" 
look. But you know what this does 
to your hair, the scalp dues, dandruff 
follows This combined with the lack 
of nourishment ran lead to hair loss. 

"No-Oil" Style 
Now there's Code 10 Tonic Hair 
Dressing. V'- th Panthenol and LO-7 
for the natural "no oil" look 
Without the pioblems. This is how. 

Your hair stays in place with 
Code lO. Natuially. The way you 
want It. Without feeling sticky oily 
And your scalp and hair get ail 
the care they need with Code 10. 


It I,as Panthenol. the proven hair 
vitamin to help hair roots utilise 
the nutrients in the blood stream. 
This gives youi hair natural health 
and full body. 

Anti-Dandruff Action 
Panthenol also has an anti-dandruff 
action which is strengthened by 
1.0 ■ 7 . a proven anti-dandruff agent. 
It helps clear dandruff, and stays 
on the scalp to keep it away 

Code 10 Tome Hair Dressing 
does all this for your hair.. .without 
costing the earth! 


The natural choice for the natural style 
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Good Tests ahead—Bedi 



lliv Indian (ram: Standing Fatchsiidi Gackwad, Kirmani, Surinder, Yashpal, Kapil 
Drv. Gackwad, Bharat Kcddy, Ghavri, Chaidian, Man Singh. Sitting: Maninder, 
Prasanna, Gavaskar, BedI, Venkat, Viswanath, Chandrasekhar. Absent VbngBarkar 


HIS tour is of special signi¬ 
ficance to all of us who are 
going to Pakistan for the first time. 
We have heard so much abniit that 
country, their players and their 
traditions and we took forward to 
good cricket in the coming days,” 
said Indian captain Bishan .Singh 
Bedi on the eve of his team's depar¬ 
ture to Pakistan. 

“The lour will certainly improve 
the relations between the two coun 
tries.” The start was made early 
this year by the hockey teams of 
the two countries and the cricket¬ 
ers will build on the foundation 
laid by them, added Bedi and as¬ 
sured that his team would play en¬ 
tertaining and exciting cricket. 

Bedi said that he had the best 
possible team and “we are going to 
do as well as before. We had done 
very well against Au.stralia last 
season and we shall try to do our 
best.” 

“I have absolutely no objection 
to Pakistan playing their Packer 
stars. It is entirely their problem. I 
am worried about my own house,” 
he said. 

Bedi did not af^ee with the opin¬ 
ion that the series between l w o 
countries in the past had been 
marked by negative cricket and 
added, “we will play the game as 
it should be played.” 

Bedi said that they were not 
worried about the eight-baii over in 
Pakistan. “We have played in Aus¬ 
tralia. It should, on the contrary, 
help our spitiners." 

As for the composition of the 
team and inclusion of two off-spin¬ 


ners, Bedi said: “We have about 
four to five games before the first 
Test and we will decide what team 
wc should field after the perfor¬ 
mances in earlier matches.” 

Manager Falchsinhrao Gaekwad 
received a description of the play¬ 
ing conditions on the eve of the 
team's departure. There would be a 
dialogue on reaching Karachi. How¬ 
ever, India has accepted all major 
suggestions. The question of limit¬ 
ing the number of short-pitched de¬ 
liveries to not more than two in an 
eight-ball over, and a list of non- 
recognised batsmen would be deci¬ 
ded by the two captains before the 
start of the matches. He added 
that the new ball will be taken 
after 55 overs and the over-rate 
will be 13 overs per hour. 

Speaking at a reception hosted 
by the Bombay Cricket Associa¬ 
tion, the manager said that he 


would endeavour to bring the best 
out of the team, both on and off 
the field and glory to the country. 
He only feared the overwhelm¬ 
ing hospitality, which would be 
more dangerous than the hostile 
fast bowling. 

Board President M. Chinna- 
swamy was confident that the team 
would bring laurels to the country. 
He added that winning or losing 
did not mal'er so long as the play¬ 
ers did their very best. He added 
that in this respect, the choice of 
the manager who is a MP, diplo¬ 
mat and a cricketer, was significant. 

In case a replacement is needed 
dirough injury or otherwise on (he 
Indian team’s tour of Pakistan, the 
following stand bys have been 
selected, h is learnt: Nara.siaiha 
Rao, Rajinder SinjOi Hans, T. E. 
Srinivasan and Dbiraj Parsana. 



The men at the helm . . . Bedi and Fatchsinh Gaekwad 
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Chilian Alined and Bapu Nadkarni share a jidce wMh 
ttisliafi Bedl 
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Thommo quits 

OME of the fire has been taken from the Australian Cricket Board 


out of the Battle for the Ashes. 

For Australian pace terror Jeff 
Thomson announced his retirement 
from Test cricket — less than a 
month before England set out to 
defend the trophy. 

Thomson said in Brisbane that 
he could not overcome his financial 
and other problems “by remaining 
within the restrictive area of play¬ 
ing for the Australian Cricket 
Board.’* 

Later, a World Series Cricket 


from their alleged contract with 
me. 

“I believed that from my past 
participation in cricket for the Aus¬ 
tralian Board — my request would 
be dealt with in a favourable and 
reasonable manner. 

“This attitude has hurt me. — 
particularly when, out of the wish 
to help Australian cricket, I de¬ 
cided to remain with the Austra¬ 
lian Board for another season at a 


time when I could have played for 
World Series Cricket.” 

Thomson stressed that he was 
keen to continue playing Shefiield 
Shield cricket for Queensland. 

Alan Barnes, ACB secretary, de 
dined to comment. He said it 
would be imprudent to do so until 
the board received official word 
from either Thomson or his repre¬ 
sentative. 

But the Packer ^okesman add¬ 
ed: “If and when Thomson is free 
of his contractual obligations, and 
if he wishes, we would be happy 
to talk to him.” 


spokesman said in Sydney that 
Thomson, 28, still had no associa¬ 
tion whatsoever with the Kerry 


Scourge of batsmen 


Packer organisation. 

Thompson, who played 32 Tests 
taking 145 wickets at an average 
of 25.52 runs, said Test cricket had 
severely disrupted his personal 
life and put a tremendous strain 
on his finances and marriage. 

Earlier last month, the Australian 
Board rejected hi;; .'oq'je.st to re¬ 
lease him from i;-.-' contract he 
signed last November :o make him- 
smf available for selection in all 
Association and Board team.s for 
the 1977-78 and 1978-/9 seasons. 

In a prepared statement. Thom¬ 
son said;— 

“It is a well known fact that T 
am severely financially embarras¬ 
sed, and this, together with other 
problems I have mentioned, has 
caused me to request a release 


J EFF THOMSON has quit Test 
cricket. In six years he has 
hardly been out of the news, being 
described as the scourge of bats¬ 
men, umpires, the authorities and, 
at one time, Kerry Packer. 

Yet Thomson’s debut in Austra¬ 
lia’s Test team could bardly have 
been more innocuous. Against Paki¬ 
stan in the 1972-73 series, he mark¬ 
ed his debut by taking no wickets 
for 100 in 17 overs! 

It was the following season that 
he first hit the headlines — and 
hit Mike Denness’ England team 
for six in the Ashes series in Aus¬ 
tralia. 

He set the tone for the series 
with a widely reported quote be¬ 
fore the Tests even began. “I enjoy 



hitting batsmen.” he said, “more 
than getting them out. It doesn’t 
worry me in the least to see a bats¬ 
man hurt, rolling around on the 
ground screaming — and blood on 
the pitch.” 

He proceeded to take 33 England 
wickets and .saw Australia to a con¬ 
vincing 4-1 win. And viriiially no 
England batsman remained physi¬ 
cally unscathed from his blistering 
bowling. 

But Thomson then suffered a se¬ 
ries of injuries, the worst being to 
his shoulder and for a time it was 
thought he might not bowl again. 

He recovered, however, and 
made a startling comeback against 
the West Indies the following year, 
taking six for 50 in the fourth Test 
to win the series for Australia. 

In all in 1975, he took a total of 
49 English wickets a a d 29 West 
Indian wickets. 

Earlier report on Thomson’s 

desire to retire and his plans 
for the future on page ?2 

He had taken part on the sum¬ 
mer tour of England, but his per¬ 
formances were badly affected by 
injury. 

It was an unhappy tour for him 
and in the Prudential World Cup 
he was no-balled 12 times against 
Pakistan at Headingiey — then he 
put two Sri Lanka batsmen in hos¬ 
pital in their match at The Oval. 

In 1976 he signed a £393,000 ten- 
year contract with a Brisbane radio 
station. Two years later while on 
tour in England, this contract was 
instrumental in him walking out on 
the Kerry Packer cricket circus. 

This move put him in the hie¬ 
rarchy of Australian cricket and he 
was made vice captain for last win¬ 
ter’s tour of the West Indies. He 
was widely expected to skipper the 
side against England this year after 
the retirement of Bobby Simpson. 

— PAT GIBSON 
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'Saint' Kerry 

YF cricketers ever get round to 
^ electing a patron saint, Kerry 
Packer would be high on the list 
of candidates. 

The Australian pirate does not 
thrill me at all. I like neither the 
way he has tried to turn the game 
into a three-ring circus, nor the 
manner in which he has poached 
his players. 

But his antics have succeeded in 
injecting a great deal of money 
into the game and, ironically, the 
men he has helped most are those 
who rejected him. 

Geoff Boycott might, •>i'iih some 
justification, feel aggrieved at be¬ 
ing denied the vice-captaincy for 
England’s winter tour of Australia. 

Along with many ordinary fans, 
I felt some sympathy towards him 
being subjected to what .seetiw a 
cold, calculated and unneccs.sary 
snub. 

But that wa.s before 1 learned 
what he will be raking in for an 
18-week tour of a lovely count t v. 
He will pick up £67,000 . , . and 
that's not all. 

He will stay in the best hotels, 
travel first-class, have unlimited car 
facilities, be feted wherever he 
goes and every day will be a sum¬ 
mer’s day . . . and that's not all, 
either. 

While he is away d o i ii g wbat 
chairman of selecions Alec lled.ser 
tells him (i.e. scoring runs) he 
wiU still be getting paid by York- 
shire and by the sports goods firm 
to which he is contracted. 

But he has Packer to thank f'n 
it. And so have those lucky lat'v' 
left behind with “option contr.ic’.'- ' 
to keep them .sweet and make sure 
they don’t sign for pirate Packer. 


Bouncy deal 

•^HE United States “Operation 
* Cricket” arranged in New 
Yorks Shea Stadium on September 
2 failed to create any interest from 
all accounts. 

_ One more aspect of the opera¬ 
tion which came to light recently 
has, at least, upset India’s opening 
batsman Sunil Gavaskar. Every 
World XI player was given a fee 
of 1,000 US dollars in addition to 
travel and other expenses. 

However, the cheque of 1,000 
US dollars issued by Burt Smith a 
West Indian businessman, on be¬ 
half of the Cricket _ Classics Incor- 
orated, who organised the match, 
as bouncedi 

B i s h a n Bedi also received a 
similar cheque, but be did not 
know till his departure to Pakistan 
on September 23, whether the 
cheque has been cleared. 

— SBARAD KOTNIS 



“No. 1 have no plans for marriage 
just yet. Perhaps in another two 
or three years time." 

— Prakash Padukone 

“We have got to sec how our bats¬ 
men can face the Indian spin.” 

— Gen. K. M. A*har. Pak Cricket 
Board president 

“Sunil Gavaskar is the only film 
star in the side . . . the Amar- 
iiath brothers do well only when 
their father is not around and 
Dilip Vengsarkar is awake only 
when he bat.s.” 

— Bishan Bcdi introducing his 
side to the Pakistanis 

■‘Thank God it’s over.” 

— Ali, minutes af'er hi.s victory 
over Spinks 

“Their batting ic k s experience 
and depth in the middle order ... 
their bawling has a fair amount 
of depth . . . the side seem.s to 
have a nice blend of youth and 
experience. 

— Bob Simpson on the 
MCC team 

“Right now 1 am riding a cloud. 
il is difficult (0 assess my feel¬ 
ings. Wlicii the cloud falls apart 
1 will realise what I have 
achieved.” 

— Jimniy Coniuirs aficr winning 
the US Open 



“A player is like o slave, he has to 
do everything he is told.” 

— Hie Nastase 

“I can never allow such strains on 
my private life to occur again. 
It is a well known fact that 1 am 
severely financially embarras- 
■sed.” 

— Jeff Thomson 



Jimbo's best side? 


EW things happened at 
Flushing Meadows dur¬ 
ing the first week. The rains 
came down and the courts 
became slippery and some 
l.'iO spectators saw an unfor- 
geita'nle sight us Jimmy Con¬ 
nors, warming up with Chico 
Hagty, pulled down his sweat 
pants to expose his bare der- 
ricre following a lucky 
Uagey shot. 

Some viewers were of the 
opinion that it perfectly cap- 
stdi/ed the mood of the day, 
while others were certain that 
Connors had finally shown 
off his hi.-si side. 


Millions of our Fellow Citizens are 
in distress following the recent 
devastating floods 

THEY NEED HELP 
GIVE GENEROUSLY 

Send your contributions to! 

Prime n^inister's National Relief Fund, 
South Block, New Delhi-110 011. 
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AquaVelva & 
Williams 
Shaving Cream. 

For the sheer, 
manly pleasure of 
shaving... 




*Available in luxurious Lanolin Regular. And super-cool Menthol Lanolin. 













Wise, conservative selection 


N o selection committee selects a 
team other than the best. The 
Indian side for the Pakistan tour is 
a wise, perhaps a conservative 
selection. 

ConservsEtive. because the time 
has come when Indiau cricket must 
try new talent in the spin depart¬ 
ment, which is three-quarters of 
the team’s bowling strength. 

The temptation not to break this 
great quartet (of Bedi, Chandra- 
shekar, Prasanna and Venkairagha- 
van) has been the paramount con¬ 
sideration for the past few sea¬ 
sons. And one also likes to believe 
that they draw inspiration from 
each other’s presence — between 
them, India’s spinning foursome 
have captured over 7^ Test wic¬ 
kets, an achievement which stands 
without a parallel in any period of 
international cricket. 

Then again, a captain’s assess¬ 
ment is a very valued contribution 
to the selection process, a n d he 
(Bedi), being t h e cornerstone of 
the spinning quartet must have had 
occasion to ensure that the present 
structure is not disitirbed. 

Whom would Raj Singh choose 
to replace any of India’s Test spin¬ 
ners? 

Although I did not follow very 
closely the domestic matches last 
year, still, four players with enor¬ 
mous potential could quite easily 
emerge as outstanding Test class 
spinners; Dhiraj Parsana, Rajin'der 
Hans, Ram Narayan and Narasimha 
Ran. This is the immediate stock at 
hand. Rut there is a profusion of 


talent if one considers the merits 
of Rathod and Gopal Sharma. 

Spinners take a long time to ma¬ 
ture and it is imperative that they 
are moomed in the ri^t manner. 
Of the future possibiUties, Gopal 
Sharma is a very gifted and a gritty 
prospect. 

While many critics and observers 
of the game are dubious about 
Bedi’s competence as captain, one 
would imagine that the Indian 
skipper is on trial! But there can 
be no question about his leadership 
qualities. 

Tactically, no selector, no um¬ 
pire and no captain has ever satis¬ 
fied all of the people, because they 
are the fountainheads of decisions 
in cricket, and decisions always 
evoke controversy. Even so, this 
team has enough intelligent play¬ 
ers, and Bedi’s deputy Sunil Gavas¬ 
kar specifically, and Venkatragha- 
van could give all the assistance to 
the captain during the course of 
the tour. 

1 am confident that the Bedi- 
Baroda combination will be success¬ 
ful. Both are dedicated cricketers, 
both men are sociable and friend¬ 
ly, and they should win many 
friends in Pakistan. 

Many people were surprised at 
the inclusion of Anshuman Gaek- 
wad and claim that he is lucky to 
find a place in the team. I would 
even go so far as to say that he 
was unlucky not to have been 
selected, original]^, for the Austra¬ 
lian tour. 

Caekwad has courage, which is 



Raj ... pal for selectors 

one-half of the prerequisite for 
combating fast bowling. And he is 
a stayer, litis hi a quality absolu¬ 
tely essential u blunt any pace at¬ 
tack. Looking ahead, toward the 
English tour In the summer of * 73 , 
there is a strong likelihood that 
Gaekwad will open the innings with 
Gavaskar, not b^ause of his techni¬ 
que, but because of his tenacity. 

If India are to win in Pakistan 
it is imperative that Mohindcr and 
Vengsarkar score a lot of runs. 
They are fine players and ihay now 
have enough experience of Test 
cricket to compile huge scores at a 
consistent rate. 

Ghavri and Kapil Dev — if ever 
they play together — will not ^ 
our usual “shine taking exercise.” 
Both are, besides being good fast- 
medium bowlers, excellent fielders 
and more than useful batsmen. 

And Kirmani must be consider¬ 
ed a national asset, because he is 
easily one of the top wicketkeepers 
in the game today and a player 
who can be relied upon to hold the 
latter half of the batting tC/gether. 

After their continuous failures 
and ineptitude to bat well at Test 
level, no selection committee could 
have persisted with Brijesh Patel 
and A s h o k Mankad. But, it is 
astonishing that Yajiirvindra, a 
striking batsman and indubitably 
the finest forward short-leg in the 
continued on p 13 
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Quick! 

Pitch your wits against us, 
and see how you score 
in this test! 


Match the following hints with the names 
of famous cricket stars...and then 
guess what they all have in common! 



1. Thelfi#' - ’ 2. The wicked 3. The fast¬ 
handed ^ wicket keeper moving, 

leader, wiio whose roving fast-talking 

bowls maidens eye recently batsman 

over with landed him whose 

his charm! a good catch! uncanny six 

sense has 


If you’re stumped 
about the answers, 
turn the page around, 
and see how you scored I 


I j )sui«6b saiias (sax 

aqi in aipiii onttuasaidai ai,Aaiu 
pua' uaiu >iirea aiajs n® ai.Aatix 
^uouiutoa ut aABi| Aaq) op 

(ueuis^ag) ipBueMitsiA 'g 
(iadaa^t la^aiM) TueuiJix Z 
(uiBjcieo) ypaifl I 



saved many 
a day! 

Her^ wishing 
our team 
the very best 
of luck! 


State Bank 


CHAITRA.SBI.3S4 
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country, should have been dropped. 
Yashpal seems to be a player with 
more temperament than technique, 
and is quite fortunate to break into 
the international scene in a series 
against Pakistan, and not on a more 
demanding tour under trying condi¬ 
tions of, say, England or Australia. 

Pakistan has a powerful, excit¬ 
ing batting line-up, and many of 
their batsmen are fine player.s of 
spin bowling. The outcome of the 
series could depend as much on the 
Pakistan seamers as their celebrat¬ 
ed batsmen on the one hand, and 
India’s great spin quartet and those 
little masters Gava.skar and Vis- 
wanath. on the other. 

As for the umpiring, the crowds, 
and the wicket.s, — these are still 
a matter of conjecture. But, with 
the pitches being as slow and dead 
as they are in Pakistan, it would re¬ 
quire a stupendous effort from 
either team to win a Test match. 


Indian team — few surprises 


BAPU NADKARNI: 

/AN current form, this is a very 
good side. I never expected 
Surinder Amarnath to be selected 
as he has done precious little since 
returning from Australia la.st sea¬ 
son. 

I am unhappy about the omission 
of Dhlraj Parsana. He nearly made 
it to Australia and once again miss¬ 
ed the bus despite proving himself 
in the Irani Trophy trials. 

I am sorry that Brijesh Patel i.s 
dropped. Me should have been in 
the side in place of Gaekwad. Des¬ 
pite his failures in-Australia, Patel 
is an asset, and a match-winning 
one at that. Considering Gaekwad's 
poor form at prc.seni, Patel could 
be ntore useful during the scries. 





And the members of Indian team i» Paktetan at a reception hosted 
by tbe BonAay Gridict Asaociaitfon 
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The giants return 


H ere they comet The stars are 
returning to their g a 1 a x yl 
Having declared themselves avail¬ 
able for the coming home Test ser¬ 
ies against India, the five Pakistani 
— discarded due to the stubborn 
attitude of the BCCP — will once 
again be adorning the cricket fields 
of Pakistani 

Cricket fans all over the country 
— those watching the game on the 
grounds and those following it over 
the television and radio — will now 
again have the chance to see Imran 
Khan, our debonair pace bowling 
king, hurling thunderbolts at the 
Indian batsmen. 

The bespectacled Zaheer Abbas 
— at his best one of the finest bats¬ 
men in the world and regarded in 
high esteem by even the most de¬ 
manding of critics — will, hope¬ 


fully, carry his tremendous form 
of the last three English seasons 
onto his home grounds. It’s a pity 
that a batsman of the calibre of Za¬ 
heer has not been able to register 
big scores on the shirt-front wic¬ 
kets of Pakistan which have given 
many others a large packet. One 
hopes, playing against the Indians 
will change his entire character for 
the better. 

Once again we will see As if 
Iqbal, that chirpy and brilliant 
batsman, with a gazelle-like dis¬ 
position in the fimd, a lightning 
arm, and the ability to send down 
swinging medium-paced stuff, scor¬ 
ching the grass at our grounds 
with bis fire-filled strokes. 

Majid Khan, that maceful king 
of batsmen, will thriO the throng¬ 
ing, enthusiastic Pakistani crowds 


will his lazy, but majestically effec¬ 
tive drives, pulls and hooks. He 
will be seen with hands in pockets 
lazing around in the slips between 
deliveries, but scooping up incredi¬ 
ble catches with the agility of a 
sleek panther. 

Then there is the stocky Mushtaq 
Mohammad, who will most pro¬ 
bably lead the Pakistani side 
against the Indians in the Test 
matches. One of the best captains 
ever to lead Pakistan, he is one of 
the most competent batsmen in the 
aide with well ov..er 3,000 runs 
under his belt. 

A magnificent close-in fielder, he 
had developed his leg-break and 
googly bowling to such an extent 
in English cricket that he may 
just walk into a Test side on his 
bowling ability alone. Me has over 
60 wickets in his 49 Test matches, 
and one must remember the great 
role he played with his batting and 
bowling In he 1972-73 Test at Dune¬ 
din, and again at Port-of-Spain in 
1976-77, scoring centuries and 
taking .five wickets in an innings 
feats. 

We are playing host to the In¬ 
dians after a lapse of almost 24 
years. A completely new genera¬ 
tion of cricketers has taken t h e 
place of those who played for us, 
and f 9 r India, in those rubbers two 
and a half decades ago. Mushtaq 
is the only one of the present lot 
Who has appeared in Indo-Pakistan 
Test matches. He was barely 17 
when he went on the 1960-61 tour 
played in all five Tests, and scored 
a match-sa^dng century in the last 
one at New Delhi. 

— RIA7. AHMED MANSURl 


The coming home of the iters .... Imran, Zaheer. 
Miuhiaq and Adf 


Mushtaq, the 
redoubtable 

T EADERSHIP plays an impor- 
tant role in building the charac¬ 
ter and spirit of any team. In Paki¬ 
stan cricket, we have only once had 
a leader who succeeded in infusing 
real team spirit among his collea¬ 
gues. He is our redoubtable Mush¬ 
taq Mohammad, whom cricket fans 
stand the chance of seeing in ac¬ 
tion once again. 

Mushtaq’i confidence and proper 
approach to the game resulted in 
building a real team and a great 
combination emerged from the 
available talent in the country’s 
cricketers. This spirit resulted in 
unlimited success in the shortest 
possible time. 

- The Pakistan cricket team under 
Mushtaq’s dynamic captainship. 
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looked like a collection of mini- 
giants. They not only lowered the 
colours of the Kiwis, but also 
brought the mighty Australians and 
the West Indians to their knees, 
on their home grounds. 

For the success of a team, one 
needs complete understanding with 
his colleagues and this came to 
Mushtaq naturally because of his 
honest and knowledgeable ap¬ 
proach to the game. His brave atti¬ 
tude in dealing with important 
matters at the root helped in esta¬ 
blishing great friendlv relation¬ 
ships with his senior colleagues. 

The way Mushtaq handled t h e 
Asif Iqbal issue when the BCCP 
“patriots” led by Kardar were bent 
upon destroying the career of the 
latter, speaks volumes for his 
character and shrewdness. 

There can not be two opinions 
now that the most capable man be 
appointed to lead Puistan. Since 
Pakistan is playing against India, 
and with all the Packer players 
available, Mushtaq seems to be the 
best choice for skipper. 


As a player Mushtaq is currently 
the best all-rounder in the Pakistan 
team, if Pakistan is to beat India, 
we must have him as captain be¬ 
cause we would need him despera¬ 
tely as a player too. The Indians 
can only be tamed with the ri^t 
combination of pace and genuine 
spin bowling. But we just cannot 
pin all our hopes in our fast 
bowlers. 

Imran Khan will be a great threat 
to the visitors, but he has to be 
used only as a shock bowler and 
therefore spin will have to be used 
quite frequently. Mushtaq and Iqbal 
Qasim do have the ability to bowl 
for long hours and provide time 
for Imran, Sarfraz and Sikander 
to rest. 

After having suffered at the 
hands of the Englishmen under an 
unimaginative captain, we cannot 
accept any more unwanted failures. 
We’ve had enough. We need a lea¬ 
der who can lead us to success and 
Mushtaq is that man. 

—HASEEB ASHAN 


Bankruptcy, sans Packer men 


'pAKISTAN’s recent performan- 
^ CCS in England and selection 
policies have been humiliating, and 
have come under heavy fire 
from many directions. The result 
has been that the Board of Control 
for Cricket in Pakistan has been 
dissolved and a new Ad-Hoc Com¬ 
mittee put in charge of the game. 

But has the total failure been 
entirely due to the wrong policies 
of the previous BCCP regime, or 
is the game in some sort of slump? 
Batting techniques in the Test 
matches in England, that were 
shown on the television to home 
viewers, were found faulty and the 
bowling lacked variety and there¬ 
fore penetration. 

The backdrop to this situation is 
that while we continue to shout up 
a heap of talent in the country, the 
real fact is that young prospects in 
the commercial organisations and 
universities may be alright for 
local competition, but when com¬ 
pared to world standards they are 
alarmingly below average. 

The whole matter boils down to 
the fact that barring eight to ten 
cricketers (most of whom have gone 
for Kerry Packer’s World Sales 
Cricket) the standard of the others 
is not even mediocre, and that was 
the reason why the Engli^ press 
called the Pakistan team not even 
more than country strength. 

Although the failure of the team 
in England was much more than 
expected, it must be admitted that 
it was entirely predictable and that 
the writing was on the wall as to 
the fate of the side long before the 
squad flew to London. After all, in 


1976-77, Pakistan barely drew with 
Australia and then were humbled 
by the West Indians when our coun¬ 
try went out in full strength. 

Our batting against pace, both 
technically and morally, had been 
cruelly exposed at (he end of the 
series in the West Indies when two 
newcomers to East cricket — Colin 
Croft and Joel Garner — made 
short work of the Pakistan innings 
in almost ail Test matches. With 
one or two exceptions among the 
senior players, the others were 
total failures against pace, which 
of course did not include the ele¬ 
ment of swing and movement of 
the balk 

In England, under their condi¬ 
tions, the batsmen buckled down 
completely and it was not an un¬ 
common sight for them being bowl¬ 
ed through the g a p between the 
pad and the bat times out of 
number. 

The blunt truth is that there Is 
an acute snortage of genuine Test 
material available, outside t h e 
Packer kingdom. This was made 
worse by the selectors for they 
followed a policy of resurrection 
because they were unwilling to 
gamble for die future. 

There could be numerous rea¬ 
sons for this situation, including 
such things as too many young 
layers going out for league eric- 
et in England instead of remain¬ 
ing at home and devoting their 
lime to improve their techniques 
es far as batsmen are concerned 
and their length and direction ea 
far as bowlers are concerned. 



Majid ... the graceful king 
of batsmen 


Another reason generally accep¬ 
ted as the cause of a stalemate in 
our cricket is the over riding in¬ 
fluence of one-day cricket played 
on cement pitches. Balling and 
bowling techniques applicable to 
one-day cricket on cement pitches 
are unsuited to five-day Test cric¬ 
ket and adjustments from one 
type of game to another are not 
always possible. Containment ra¬ 
ther than penetration is the name 
of the one-day game — no way to 
train cricketers for a Test series. 

— R. A. M. 
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Vivian Richards . . . scooping a jackpot 


Viv's the champ 


y lV RICHARDS is the Champion 
Batsman of the World! 

The 26-year-oid West Indian 
punched his way to a clear points 
win in the novel title-c-^dllenge 
against South Africa's Barry 
Richards. 

In the black corner, Viv scooped 
a jackpot of £1,080 plus the Dry 
Blackthorn solid silver bat worth 
£1,000, in front of S.OOO big-hit 
fans at Taunton. 

Barry, in the white corner, was 
felled by slow-left-armer Dennis 
Breakwcll, a Somerset teammate of 
Viv. 

The 32-year-old South African 
was coasting at 120 for two off 19 
overs, in reply to Viv's 136 for 
two off 2.S overs (average 68) when 
Breakwell, who was used only as a 
change against both batsmen, bowl¬ 
ed him. 

It left Barry needing 85 off the 


last 35 balls to beat Viv's average 
— an impossible knock-out task 
even for his brilliant talents. 

He had to slog wildly, finally 
reaching 191 for five off 25 overs, 
an average of 38.2. 

Barry had won the toss and put 
Viv in the ring first to face ten 
overs each from England heavy¬ 
weights John Lever and Mike Hen¬ 
drick, plus the make-weight overs 
from Breakwell. 

Viv was down in one, putting a 
catch to Breakwell at square leg 
from Hendrick. The West Indian 
was toppled again in the 13th over, 
bowled by Breakwell, with 66 runs 
on the board. 

Viv then paced himself for an 
undefeated 65 and, at the comple¬ 
tion of his 25 overs, had smashed 
a 6 worth a tenner and 14 boun¬ 
daries worth £5 each to add to the 
winncr-take-all prize of £1,000. 


Barry also suffered a first-round 
blow when he was caught behind 
off Ian Botham. His second wicket 
fell in the third over when he was 
caught at point by Botham off 
Hallam Moseley. 

So it was a sad farewell to Eng¬ 
lish cricket for ex-Hampshire 
player. Barry, whose only reward 
was £150 for his seven 6’s and 16 
4's. 

But he left contented that he had 
helped Somerset wicketkeeper 
Derek Ta>ior, for whose testimonial 
the contest was arranged. 



Boycott 

G eoff boycott will tour Aus¬ 
tralia this winter, it was an¬ 
nounced after rumour, intrigue and 
mystery. 

Boycott travelled down to Lon¬ 
don for a meeting with Alec Bed- 
scr and Doug Insole at a venue 
suddenly switched fiom Lord's to 
somewhere .secret. 

Sperulaiion was mounting that 
the Yorkshire opener, bypassed in 
favour of Warwickshire pace 
bowler Bob Willis as England vice- 


will tour 

captain for the tour, might with¬ 
draw. 

He did this in 1974-75, before 
Mike Denness' party went — and 
banished himself to the Test wilder¬ 
ness. 

He made a triumphant return 
last season against the Aussics and 
then, when Mike Brearley was in¬ 
jured, captained the side in New 
Zealand. 

But now he is apparently no lon¬ 
ger a candidate for the captaincy. 


He came to London to meet Bed- 
ser, chairman of the selectors,'pnd 
Insole, tour manager, at Lora’.s. 
The venue was changed without 
warning . . . and the Test a n c£ 
County Cricket Board were not pre¬ 
pared to divulge where, although 
insole said it was “a private and 
personal chat!” 

But Boycott a man who guards 
his private life with the zealous 
care that he guards his wicket, had 
— perhaps unwittingly — unleash¬ 
ed the hounds who pursue him. 

. — CHRISTOPHER HILTON 
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Amiss gets 

I T is an odd place to settle the 
career of a man who lived 
throuidi the worst of Lillee and 
Thomson, Holding and Roberts. 

But the booking has been made. 

It is the Locarno Ballroom, Birmin¬ 
gham, September 26. For Dennis 
Amiss, fox-trot justice. 

Warwickshire members will 
make some sort of verdict of his 
20 years .service with the club. The 
meeting has been forced by those 
who believe that you cannot wipe 
away 20 years on some legally du¬ 
bious point of principle. 

They say Amiss has never let 
Warwickshire down; that when he 
signed for three years with Kerry 
Packer he was winning a better 
standard of living and more secu¬ 
rity for his family then collecting 
30 pieces of silver. 

They point out that while t h e 
F.dgba.ston dressing room seethed 
with moral arguments Amiss 
scored a lot of runs — more than 
2,000 of them. 

You wonder if he will make a 
case for himself at this evening of 
“Slow, slow, quick, quick, slow” 
debate. You wonder if he will get 
to his feet — he is a member and 
thus entitled to speak — and say 
some simple words of self-defence. 

He is troubled by the question. 

”1 just don’t know,” he told me. 

"1 would tike to think deep down 
that certain things will speak for 
me; you know, the fact that I’ve 
put in a bit of time with Warwick¬ 
shire, that I’ve never tried to be¬ 
tray anyone. 

Maybe I could clear up a few 
fabrications that have been flying 
around. 

“I just don’t know how it will 
go. I sense that a lot of people 
are with me. I’ve been clapped all 
the way to the wicket and all the 
way back, you know. 

"Even after I signed for Packer, 

I hoped there would be some com¬ 
promise, some reversal of the 
situation. 

There have been chances, you 
know. What gets me a bit is there 
are some players who would have 
signed for Packer if money had 
not increased so sharply in Test 
cricket. 

“If I could say anything to influ¬ 
ence my position I suppose it 
would be to ask in what other 
business would a man acquit him¬ 
self well for 20 years and still be 
wondering about next year's secu¬ 
rity.” 

“That was the position 1 was in 


a hearing 

when ICerry Packer came to me. 
People should think of that.” 

Maybe they should think of some 
other things too. Maybe they should 
think of uie dark places cricket 
has taken Amiss in the last few 
years. 

Back to Australia, in the winter 
of 1974, when Boycott was absent, 
and Amiss carried the fight well in 
the face of Australian abuse and 
unprecedented speed until Lillee 
got him on a ratn-affected wicket 
at Adelaide. 


Simpson— 

rp HE last thing players in the 
^ 1978 Australians expected Bob 
Simpson to do was announce that 
he was quitting firstclass cricket. 

Since the Tests in the West In¬ 
dies the veteran captain had sound¬ 
ed them on their feelings. The play¬ 
ers thought their wish that he con¬ 
tinue had reinforced what they 
believed to be his own leanings. 

Not so clear is what changed his 
keynote to: ‘It is time to give way 
to a younger roan.’ 


A decision that Simpson would 
have to take his chance on selec¬ 
tion caused press and radio critics 



Bob Simpson . . . oidy g 
egroMkef 


Amiss has played 51 Tests for 
England, at an average of 46. They 
are figures that put him in a Comp¬ 
ton league. He has done it in an 
age of great fast bowlers who, as 
he puts it, “tend to wear you 
down.” 

Wlien you think of these things, 
and also the financial options open 
to him in the spring of 1977, you 
have to wonder at the prospect of 
playing a last Waltz for Amiss at 
the Locarno Ballroom. 

To many who trade on their skill 
and courage, the music will be off- 
key. 

—JAMES LAWTON 

let down? 

to put a number of questions to 
Bob. 

These signified existence of an 
impression that the Australian Cric¬ 
ket Board’s wish for him to con¬ 
tinue in firstclass cricket was not 
backed by the level of enthusiasm 
evident last year, at the on.set of 
World Scries Cricket’s challenge. 

Asked if he had been influenced 
by the Board’s reverting lo having 
the selectors appoint the captain 
Test by Test, Simpson said: T had 
known about that for four months. 
Advance appointment for the ser¬ 
ies last year had been because of 
unusual circumstances.' 

Bob’s reply brought a comment 
that circumstances were still un¬ 
usual (hence the Board’s unprt*- 
cedenled extension of chairman 
Bub Parish's normal term to a 
fourth year). A lingering feeling 
was reported that the man to whom 
the Board turned in their hour of 
need had been let down. 

Simpson said nothing to foster 
such feelings. His words: T felt 1 
had been appointed very much in 
the role of caretaker for the good 
of Australian cricket But I also 
believe the future right now ties in 
establishing a new team and that 
a new captain should take it 
through for some years on more 
than a stopgap basis.’ 

Fitness achieved by beiween-sea- 
son training at 42 will be of value 
in his continuance as Western Sub¬ 
urbs captain in Sydney cricket 

Simi^son’s comeback part in 
launching a remade Australian XI 
has enhanced his standing as he 
goes back to giving full attention 
to his promotional business, which 
now includes giving the Gillette 
Cup a face-lift. A National Times 
cross-section survey of incomes puts 
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Graham Yallop . . . stirccvsor to Sinipsoo? 


him in the $35,000 to $40,000 dollar 
class. 

At 42 he could no lunger act as 
if a tnas.sagc table had yet to be 
invented, as he had done up to 10 
years earlier. Blows he suffered 
clutching chest-high slipcaiches 
to his body were now winding him 
and sometimes left contusions re¬ 
quiring ice-packs. 

Selectors have more to go on 
than when problems in 1977-78 
caused them m try three vice<ap- 
tain.s, Craig Serjeant, Graham Yal¬ 
lop and Jeff Thomson, 

The Board reappointed Phil Rid¬ 
ings (chairman). Neil Harvey and 
Sam Loxton, their eighth term. 
Queensland, outspokenly -dissatis¬ 
fied with some selections last sea¬ 
son, again nominated Ken Mackay 
in an attempt to alter the Adelaide- 
Sydney-Melbourne triangle- 

Victoria makes an unprecedent¬ 
ed move by adding chief coach 
Frank Tyson to tne experienced 
four. Loxton, Keith Rigg, John 
Edwards and Herbert Num. When 
they co-opt State captain Graham 
Yallop, 26, six minds will be at 
work on the team to tackle the 
Englishmen in their second match, 
November 10. 


Al time of writing Thomson’s 
solicitor has made no further move 
following the Boaid's refusal of his 
request to be released from his 
contract to be available for selec¬ 
tion next season. The fast bowler’.s 
dominant de.s)re is to get back with 
his 1977 Engli.sh tour males in 
World Series Cricket. He is also 
bluntly dissatisfied with the num¬ 
ber of wickets obtained from h i s 
rising ouiswingcrs in the West 
Indies. 

As against India, the Board will 
pay each Test player $2,000 
a Test, made up of $300 match allo¬ 
wance, plus sponsorship .share 
and prire-mnnev. For each one-day 
international the rate will he at 
least $500 dollars. 

Umpires’ fcoj rise to $800 a Test 
from $.500, their fee before the 
Board merged players' former 
bonus with the match allowance. 

Simpson’s last action before 
steiiping down was to get the Board 
to approve reshaping Gillette Cup 
matches to make one-day games 
mori! suitable as television enter¬ 
tainment. 

Advanced by a committee elec¬ 
ted bv States' players, the reforms 
acccpieu by the Board are intro¬ 


duction of 50 tix-ball overs en inn¬ 
ings, limiting each bowler to 10 
overs. Awaiting approval ere limi¬ 
tation of B bowlers run-up to 15 
metres and shortening boundaries 
(0 75 metres. 

Time-losing drawbacks now offi¬ 
cially accepted about eight-ball 
overs are identical with'those 
voiced by pre-war fast bowler 
Ernie McCormick in the 1930s. The 
six-ball experiment in the Gillette 
Cup is not intended to apply to the 
Englishmen's three one-day inter¬ 
nationals but it may yet be adopted 
in their game against the Cup win¬ 
ners. 

All these changes are valuable, 
especially those quickening the 
overrate, yet they still lag behind 
WSC’s circles curbing negative 
field-placing from over-populating 
outfields. 


~ RAY ROBINSON 



Jfff nuMneon . . . longing to 
Join Me old mates 
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PALMOLIVE'S PAGE FOR CRICKET LOVERS 


POLLY UMRIGAR 

TEACHES YOU CRICKET. .18 

SUNIL GAVASKAR 

DEMONSTRATES! 


BACKWARD LEG GLANCE 

VVh*n to play: When the bail is sure to pass cloai of the leg stump if not struck, 
otherwise there is the risk of being leg befoie wicket. The purpose of the stroke is 
to glance the ball somewhere between the wicket keepei and square leg. 


How to play: 

Move the 
right foot back 
and across, 
in front of the 
stumps, with the 
right toe pointing 
down the pitcti. 


Use the toe of 
the right foot as a 
pivot to swing 
the body around. 


Make contact 
with the ball just 
a few inches 
in front of the left 
leg. This acts as 
a safeguard against 
being caught by 
the wicket keeper 
if the ball is 
glanced too fine. 


Use the left 
iiand to keep the 
handle slightly 
forward of the 
blade while the 
right hand 
provides the 
turning movement 
to get the lequued 
deflection 


tTrop the right 
hand to the base 
(jf the handle 
foi aiding control 
in glancing. 





AMA^mTHC m//m^ 
THEFf/^rmT 
ASA/AKrSA/aAA/ti AT 

T933-34 me Ai^O THE/T/^T 
BYAA/m/AN W TEEK. TBA/UNS&/ 
219, WNA WEBE 21 POO TWO WHEN 
AMANA/ATH LAUNCHED A Bf^lLUANT 
COUNTEf^-A<<CAULTAGA/NerTHE 
EACeOFN/CHOLeANB CLANK ANB 
THE eN/NOF VEf^TV. HE HIT 21FOUNC 
IN H/K fie IN 205 MfNifTEe ANb HK 
THm-WfCKETeTANb WITH AN INJUNEb 
CKNm/bU(67) NEAHeEb 
leeWNK. THOUSH ENGLANb 
WON BY NINE YH€K£T9,AMANNATH 


Broufjhl to S(:)ot Iswct'k it.Mdcis by 

(.'olq.ito F^ciltoolivo, tii.ikor, of P.ilniolivo Shave Cteom;- 
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at night, 
prepares you 
for another day 

To cope with today's world, you 
need the extra stamina Viva gives you 
Not only to see you through each day 
but to nourish you through 
the niglit as well. 

Viva builds up 
stamina for the day I 

Viva':; iuodK:ii foiiiuilation has 
moie cncioy givinci rn,ilt 
iii;(l iiioit! tisMic bmlrling 
proU'iiis Hii'.ie I'liilil up 
your body (miwois l«ir work 
jiui iiliiy. 

Viva restores you at night f ■ 

A lint cup of iji'liiaous Viva 
■It hcrliinie helps you lelax into the 
pr'i|i'’i ihythm ol sleep and 
iniufishcs you until you wake up~ 
restoienl 


TST Jagatjit Industries Limited 

0 sc. x-.;--" ii.. 


DID YOU KNOW? '' 

Doctors say that sleep provides a 
period of lencwal. Physiologically, 
sleep promotes buifding'iip'piocesses. 
Body repair work is accomplisited 
every time theie has been wear and 
tear due to mental and physical 
activity. 



DrpTH 




OF 




SLEEP 


1 


1 

'1 Hours 

1 



01 234567fe 



Science shows sleep as a series of 
curves. Viva helps you relax into the 
pioper rhythm of sleep. Gives you 
the nounshment you need during j 
the night, so that you wake up reficshed. I 
_____ 

Delicious 



The day and night 
health drink .. 
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rinc. zoomine aiound on iho&e 
winged feet, blunling the bullish 
strength of bis immatiire rival with 
almost rnniempiucius ease, he may 
decide to go on until he i.s 40! 

— ALAN HOBY 


Mohammad 
-the mountain 

A T 36, a man is a "has-been” in 
soccer and past it as a fast 
bowler. 

Vet in the most strength-sapping 
and brutal sport ever invented, 
there is a man who stands the test 
of time, Mohammad Ali. 

The battle of New Orleans was 
another chapter in the legend. Now 
they say Mohammad does not go 
to the mountain. The mountain is 
Mohammad. 

But 14 years is a long lime. Some 
things have changed since that 
night in 1964 when "The BiUer- 
fly” cut heavyweight Sonny Liinon 
down to size in a Miami Beach 
ring. 

The legs are as strong as ever 
and the Ali Shuffle lives. The brain 
is still sharp, the face still pretty. 

But the waistline has seen better 
days and the champ’s pants looked 
as if they were a size bigger as he 
beat Leon Spinks to win Ae heavy¬ 
weight title for the third time. 

But it is the fitness of this man 
that is so remarkable. Two days of 


All’s routine would put a loot 
bailer out for the season and me 
in a hospital bed for life. 

"Ali is an inspiration to us all. 
Til have no complaints if I can do 
what he can at 36,” says Britain’s 
former world light-heavyweight 
champion John Conieh. 

At his own private training camp 
in Deer Park. Ali had risen at 


dawn with tha bird* and aquirrala 
avary morning and run for itvan 
milai. 

Ha than abowarad, takan Juice, 
bacon and tgga and chopptd down 
four trees. 

Than it was back to bad beforo 
skipping with a ropa non-atop for 
an hour. 

Tliat was followed by punching 
a 10 stone bag for 30 minutes, and 
sparring with various opponanta 
for 45 minutes. 

Ali topped it off with a daily 
dose of pills containing 94 trace 
vitamins. 

Thai has been the routine, four 
trees and all, for the last three-and- 
a-half months. 

That is why his eyes still shine 
brightly. 

That is why AH was dancing to 
the jazz beat on Sunday night. 

That is why he’s a legend. 

A doctor who has chronicled 
All’s physical fitness throughout his 
career i.s baffled. 

He said; “This oihleie really 
docs turn back the clock. Medi¬ 
cally, it is baffling how a 36-year- 
old can carry nearly 16 stone for 
an hour and still be on his toes.” 

“That medical man is right. 1 AM 
gifted from Cod. It all comes from 
Allah,” he said. 

— ALAN THOMPSON 



The clinch ... Ali used it .Spinks spent a lot of time 

to effect ducking to Ali 
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Tracy 'Awasome' & Pam Tha Legend' 


O NE is Ice, (he other is fire. One 
is short, the other tsii. One 
has straight hair, the other has 
curly hair. One is from the West, 
the other from the East. One slays 
back, the other attacks. 

One is a legitimate prodigy, the 
other a late bloomer One uses 
your basic all-American, Jack Kra¬ 
mer Wilson wood racket. The other 
uses i h e revolutionary, outsized, 
steel green Prince. One has 20 na¬ 
tional junior titles, the other has 
zero, none- They are both 15. They 
both will be great ones. Tracy Aus¬ 
tin and Pam Shriver. Tracy Awe¬ 
some and The Legend of Luther¬ 
ville (Md.). 

For now, all you can do is specu 
laic. A.S Pam Shriver's marvellously 
wry Au.ssie coach, Don Candy, 
.say.s, *'H o w many timc.s in this 
game do you find yourself saying 
‘What happened to what’s-her- 
name, that 15-ycar-old?’. Or ‘what¬ 
ever happened to that promising 
16-year-old?’ " But as these i w o 
kid.s, Aii.stin and .Shriver, stand on 
the threshold of dream careers, 
the speculation is delightful, us 
sweet as these two IS's, 

This can he the one, yo think. 
This can he ilic tivalry lital wo¬ 


men’s tennis in the open era has 
always needed and never really 
had, the rivalry that can put it up 
front on the sports pages and on 
television, make it a real honest-to- 
God sport. Austin and Shriver. 

Billie Jean King versus Margaret 
Court was never that kind of 
rivalry. The .styles were a little too 
similar, the sport was still much 
too Triple A at the time. There 
was one other problem. Margaret 
was about as exciting as a garbage 
disposal. And that’s before she was 
Born Again. King vs. Evonne 
Goolagong was exciting for one 
match, that first day in 1971 when 
Evonne gunned down the Old Lady 
in the Wimbledon semi-final. 

Goolagong-Chris Evert could have 
been the best rivalry — perhaps 
should have been the best — but 
never was, mostly because Evonne 
too often would smoothly head 
down the proverbial tubes against 
Chrissie in important selling.s like 
Centre Court at Wimbledon or the 
stadium court at Forest Hills. Ala.s. 

King and Evert had their mo¬ 
ments to be sure, but the moments 
c,-ime too infrequently. Bes'ides, it 
became apparent too soon iha; one 
was going up as the other moved 


tentatively to the down side of a 
glorious caraer. The difference in 
age short-changed us here. Martina 
Navratilova’s temperament and in¬ 
consistency will short-change us 
over the long run, when it comes 
down to her and Evert. 

You see, one of the reasons for 
Chris Even’s record — no one will 
ever again be so head-and-shouiders 
above the game, no one — is that 
there was never one true rival for 
her, one opponent who could match 
not only her guts, but her consis¬ 
tency and her youth, week in and 
week out. 

Rut now we have these two, Aus- 
tin and Shriver, these two who 
have managed to remove them¬ 
selves from a s;>Iendid pack of 
.American girls that include-s Anne 
Smith, S.acy Margolin, Lea Anlo- 
noplis, I.inda Siegel, Peanut Louie 
and Kelly Henry. 

Tracy Awesome you know about. 
Koliing Hills. California, famous 
tennis family, lo(.s of brothers and 
sisters who play. Pigtails and cute 
squeals while .she unloads winners. 
Ofice-ubiquitous braces done now, 
but victory .smiles bigger than 
ever. Extraordinary court presence 
and maturity for one so young. 
Played Wimbledon at 14, made the 
finals of a Slims tournament at 15. 

Tracy Awesome is ranked No. 1 
in the U.S. for 18-and-under girl's. 
No. 2 is the 16-and-under class 
tyep, she lost in the Nationals to 
Linda Siegel), and No. 4 in the 
irS women’.s ranking.s. At her age, 
.she has come further than anyone 
before her, like in history Miss 
Christine Marie Evert included. 

Incidentally, Tracy does not at 
all like being ranked second in the 
16’s. Not even a little bit. She 
should surely take it as a personal 
affront if she knew what personal 
affront meant. 

“I’m mad," says Tracy Awesome. 
‘‘I won .some other tournaments and 
played most of the people. One 
good tournament for the other girl 
and I’m ranked No. 2.” 

Then there is Shriver. All arms 
and legs, she is a wonderful, 6* 1'’ 
Big Bird of a giri. She’s ranked 
No. 3 in the 16s behind Siegel and 
Austin, and that’s i* for the rank¬ 
ing. She has not exactly set the 
world of junior tennis on fire. Last 
year .she lost finals to Henry, 
Smith, Siegel, and Austin a clean 
.sweep. She laughs about it. She 
says she won’t kill herself if she 
never does win a national junior 
title. 

“Heck, no.” she shouts. “Of 
course, after six years of trying, 
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Tracy Aus^.'in . . . doesn’t like beatg second 


one would be kinda nice." She 
laughs. 

She became really serious about 
tennis — or as serious as she’s ever 
going to get about the game of 
tennis — three years ago. In the 
last year she has made significant 
strides on her long, long legs. She 
made the semi-finals of the Virginia 
Slims tournament in Dallas (Smith 
and Austin did, too). She won an 
Avon Futures tournament in Colum. 
bus by going through pre-qualify- 
ing, qualifying, and then the main 
draw, finally beating Kate Latham 
in the final, merely her eleventh 
win of the tournament, a world re¬ 
cord of some sort. 

She is one of ihe great raw ta¬ 
lents to come along in years, an 
unbridled thoroughbred wilh the 
rare gifts to attack. She can hit the 
sweet bejeezus out of the ball. 
While Austin is Everl-cooi, all ice, 
Shriver can, uh, go a little crazy 
out there, gang. She is a delight. 

“I think players like Tracy and 
Chris, their games are an exten¬ 
sion of their personalities,” says 
Sbriver who is bright and glib and 
charming for one her age. “I do 
too. 1 like to entertain out there, 
cut loose, give the people ,a gsod 
time. I’m kind of like Billie Jean, 
without the politics.” 

Shriver has also called Austin a 
•’twerp” (jokingly) already, ind 
occasionally signs her letters. “The 
Legend of Lutherville.” 

Austin and Shriver. They have 
played six times already, all in jun¬ 
ior tournaments. Austin has won all 
six. The last time they played was 
last November at the National 16 
indoors at Port Washington, New 
York. Tracy won 6-4 in the third 
set. Consider that the last exhibi¬ 
tion match, because only after it 
did Shriver begin to come on. 

The next time they play, you can 
begin to count. 


“I’m sure we’re going to play 
some excellent matches over the 
years,” says Tracy politely. 

“I think it will be good for ten¬ 
nis if we do become rivals,” says 
Pam Shriver. 

And so they stand on the thre.s- 
iiald,^ do Austin and Shriver, at the 
opening to a whole new era of wo¬ 
men’s tennis that they might do¬ 
minate. For Pam Shriver, Tracy 
will be a proud, formidable adver¬ 
sary. “Tracy and Evert arc so much 
alike,” says Pam’s coach Don Candy 
with admiration. “They just play 
the bloody ball, every point the 
same. Sming a rope between two 
posts six feet away from each 
other, or string a rope across Nia¬ 
gara Falls. Tracy and Chris Evert 
walk across it the same way.” 

And there is another adver.sary 
for Pam and Tracy. “Anne Smith 
is a fine player,” says Candy. 
“Fine enough to come between 
Pammy and Tracy.” 

Other things could come between 
them. There could be injuries. 
They could end up like Peaches 
Bartkowicz or Mike Belkin or Kristi 
Pigeon or Patti Hogan with scrap¬ 
books full of stories about what 
might have been. Or both could 
fall victim to that dread tennis 
disease — insanity — and become 
Head Cases. 

But Don Candy and Robert Lan.s- 
drop, their coaches, see what it can 
be like for their two prize pupils, 
can see the contrasts, can see the 
possibilities. Everyone can .see. 
This can be the one. For years, 
this can be the one. 

Austin and Shriver. Ice and fire. 
Tracy Awesome and The Legend 
of Lutherville. 

— MIKE Lt/PICA 
WORLD TENNIS 



—JasJIt Singh 

VIJAY and ASHOK AMIUTRAJ 
who ^lay for Loi Angeles, we in 
the finals «nd will be playing Bos¬ 
ton. The finals of World Team 
Tennis are known as piaynffs, in 
order to win the playoffs, the team 
has to win four out of seven 
matches to qualify for the World 
Team Tennis Championships. Their 
teammates include Chris Even and 
Ilic Nastase. The Boston team com¬ 
prises Tony Roche, Roy Emerson 
and Martina Navratilova. 

SASHl MENON wa.s the only lii- 
dlan player to qualify out of the 
seven competitors, for the main 
draw at the U.S. Open. Royappa 
and Jasjit lost in the first round. 
Ramesh Krisbnan, Bhanu Nunna, 
Bidyut Go.swamy and Ashok Amril. 
raj lost in the second round. Sashi 
defeated Eric Friedler to qualify, 
hut lost to his former doubles part¬ 
ner Gene Mayer in three set.s. 
^nand Amritraj lost to Robin Dr.vs- 
dak* of Great Bniain in the first 
round of the main draw. Vijay 
played Dick Stockton in the first 
round, there were exciting mo¬ 
ments in the match, and it was 
close enough to have gone either 
way. Ramesh Krishnaii lo.st to J. 
Turpin, in the quarter-final.s of the 
Juniors in straight sets 6-1, &-2. 

THE National 21 and under was 
won by Mnl Purcell of the U.S., 
he defeated Ruddy Bowman in 
siraiglit sets. In the girls divi.sion, 
Barbara Jordan defeated Barbara 
Hallquisi of California, after being 
down two match points in the sec¬ 
ond set. Thc^e are youngsters you 
will hear more of in a few years. 

RICK FAGEL, playing in 22 con¬ 
secutive Colgate Grand I’rix tourna¬ 
ments had 22 different partners. 
The siring was broken in Louiv 
ville when he teamed with Butch 
Seewagon, who had been his part¬ 
ner earlier in Cincinnati. 

DOUBLE TROUBLE. Twins Tim 
and Tom Gullikson met in their 
first match as professionals in 
Little Rock this winter; Tim won 
6-2, 7-6. Little bfother Gene Mayer 
upset big brother Sandy Mayer on 
clay in the Guadalajara semis 6-4, 
6-4 in their first ever match as 
pros. 
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Dr. Sloan's 
'heat-action' formula 
quickly relieves 



PAIN IN JOINTS 

Heat Action for Quick Relief 

Gently rub in Sloan's Balm, or 
apply the liquid liniment. The 
powerful ingredients penetrate 
deep, generate heat and 
increase blood circulation— 
to relieve pain, fast. 

Won't stain clothes 

Unlike most pain balms and 
liniments, Sloan's Balm 
and Sloan's Liniment are non 
greasy, non staining. 


Available in two forms 


SPRAINS 




A quality product of 
Warnor-Hindustan Ltd. 



camel 

MfffiHf 



Hold like crayon. 

Rub the gum-end 
back and forth till the paper 
becomes sticky. Place sticky 
side against the object... briskly 
rub plastic-end of stick over the 
glued area. 

The duration of gumming and 
rubbing depends on your 
requirements. 

CAMLIN PRIVATE LIMITED 
STATIONERY DIVISION 
BOMBAY 400059. 
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TTFI still 

piVEN as the Table Tennis Fede- 
ration of India is dragging its 
feet on the preparation of the jun> 
ior squad for intensive training 
abroad there is total silence on an¬ 
other front — the Asian Union 
Championships to be held at Kuala 
Lumpur from November 21. 

It cannot be that the federation 
is unaware of the championships. 
Even if it had been in a state of 
blissful ignorance, it ought to have 
woken up after gentle reminders 
and representations from players 
and the players’ association. 

It is reliably learnt that Pahkaj 
Butalia, the secretary of the Indian 
Table Tennis Players’ Association, 
recently called on t h e federation 
president, T. D. Ranga Ramanujan, 
and requested him to initiate steps 
towards India’s participation in the 
Asian championships. Some leading 
players of the country have also 
met Ranga in this connection. 

The shrewd man that he is, 
Ranga has listened to them with 
patience bordering on concern and 
assured them every effort would be 
made to ensure India’s participa¬ 
tion. Certainly, certainly, he told 
them. “We will do our best.” 

However, with barely seven 
weeks remaining for the cham¬ 
pionships, neither Ranga nor the 
federation (which, for ail practical 
purposes, is one and the same 
thing) has taken the first steps to¬ 
wards the selection and prepara¬ 
tion of the team. 

While dripping with sympathy 
for the players and promising them 
his best, Ranga has also trotted out 
some familiar excuses like lack of 
finance, the need to secure clear¬ 
ance from the government and the 
players’ past performances. Let us 
examine them one by one: 

Lack of finance: It is difficult 
to comnrehend how with an organi¬ 
sational wizard like Ranga as its 
guiding li^t for the last three de¬ 
cades the federation should remain 
pqpr as church mice. Especially 
since the federation of Idte has 
been earning over Rs. S0,0(Mrper 
annum &om just three sources — 
Rs. 36,000 as registration fees from 
12,000 players, Rs. 20,000 as 
royalty from four manufacturers 
of tables and lU. 6,000 from three 
manufacturers of balls. To cap it 
all, Kuala Lumpur is just one nop 
from Calcutta and the government 
subsidises the air fares of players 
for approved championships like 
the World and the Asian, the sub¬ 
sidy ranging from 50 to 100 per 
cent. 

Government clearance: It will 


Indolent 

not be fair to blame the govern¬ 
ment in this regard. The All India 
Council of Sports has always been 
willing to clear teams well in time 
and has in fact insisted on federa¬ 
tions applying for clearance in ad¬ 
vance. So it is up to the TTFI to 
initiate steps in this regard. 

Past performance: True, India’s 
showing at the last Asian and 
World championships has been dis¬ 
mal. However, t h e federation is 
perhaps even more to blame than 
the players in this regard since 
the federation has done little to 
improve standards nor has it given 
the players adequate time to pre¬ 
pare themselves. And the present 
doesn’t look so bleak with the Rail¬ 
ways* women’s team winning the 
International Railways’ Champion¬ 
ships in Czechoslovakia. 

There can be no gainsaying the 
fact that the responsibility for the 
preparation and participation of 
the Indian team rests squarely 
with the federation. Even if there 
were hurdles in the way, it is the 
duty of the federation to surmount 
them. 

Thus the federation cannot try 
to cover up its apathy and inefii- 
ciency with lame excuses that will 
deceive no one. Its silence at the 
present juncture is particularly 
ominous since there is a fear that 
the federation may utilise the 
Asian to settle a score with the 
players. 

It vrill be a stab in the back if 
the federation were to sloop so 
low. The boycott of the Nationals 
and the subsequent arrest of t h e 
players are things of the past and 
should not be exhumed again. Of 
what use is a peace treaty if the 


fedm'ation were to harbour o I d 
grouses? 

An indication of the federation’s 
devious intentions was had when 
it was learnt that the junior squad 
alone would be participating in the 
Asian on its way back from Tokyo 
and Seoul. However, the Playeni’ 
Association has insisted that t h e 
seniors’ team should be distinct 
from the junior squad and the 
point has been accepted, it is 
learnt. 

For too long, the Indian team 
has been rushed to major meets 
without preparation of any sort, 
much to the detriment of the team 
and the game. At least now the 
federation ought to ensure that we 
send out a well trained team. 
Which means a camp right awav 

In this connection, the TTFI will 
do well to emulate ine example set 
by the Basketball Federation of 
India which has asked the National 
Institute of Sports to continue with 
the camp for 16 probables at its 
own expense pending its appeal to 
the AlCS to reconsider ine deci¬ 
sion aguinst the participation of a 
basketball team in the Asian 
Games. I don’t think the BFl is any 
more affluent than the TTFI. 

~ TOP SPINNER 


High drama 
in Delhi 

I^OR oil its hesitant start insofar 
* as the prize money part of it 
was concerned the Times of India 
Table Tenni.s tournament quickly 
gathered momentum to finish on a 
note of high drama. 

Understandably reticent on 
continuing to keep a prize money 



Chandrasekhar making up for everyone 
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Manjit Dua . . cavrs in easily 


lournameni afier last year’s un¬ 
happy doiiiKs, the nifianlsers, after 
an initiaJ decision to do away with 
the money part of it, changed their 
plans at the last moment and ti> 
the satisfaction of nearly all con¬ 
cerned . . . the men getting a little 
less and the women much more. 

Perhaps it was becau.se of their 
late decision to revert to the old 
system, but a number of fop stars 
from Maharashtra and the South 
were missing. One sorely mi.ssed 
the ever-gteen G. Jagannath, one of 
the most popular and regular 
figures of the tournament 

But there was more than enough 
compensation provided by the en¬ 
during bailies in the quarter-finals 
and of course that memorahie 
battle for the men’s singles final 
between Chandrasekhar and Manjit 
Dua. 

Early last year Chandrr^ckhar 
and R. Hari had upset one and all 
by their supern showing in the 
Motilal Nehru Tournament. Since 
then Hari has not made the Delhi 
scene much but Chandrasekhar, de- 
apita a tendency to put on weight, 
was there to make up for everyone. 

Unexpectedly dropping a game 
to Nitin Purl in the quarter-finals, 
Chandra made shoriwork of Ra- 
math Babu in the semi-finals. But 
there was hardly any hint of the 
drama whirh awaited his clash with 
Manjit Dua in the final. 

Seeded No. 2, Chandrasekhar 
SPOKTSWgBX, OCTOUR 1, 197S 


wore out the national champion in 
a five-game thriller to win t h e 
men’s singles crown and with it the 
prize of Ks. 1,000. The final scores 
of 23-21, 29-31, 21 13, 17-21 and 
21-10 tell their own story of this 
great battle between two ottacking 
stars. It lasted 49 minutes and the 
whole story was there in the first 
two games. It wiii be a matter for 
discussion for a long time that but 
for a momentary lapse of concen¬ 
tration Chandra could have won 
the final by the short route. 

He was once 28-27 and the ser¬ 
vice was to be his. The long stint 
over extra points and the tension 
of the final was telling on the play¬ 
ers when in walked the chief guest. 
L. K. Advani. He too perhaps was 
caught up in the nerve-wracking 
atmosphere and rightly restrained 
the organising secretary from go¬ 
ing through the garlanding cere¬ 
mony. But the damage was done. 

Perhaps both the players were 
nffccied by it but since the advan¬ 
tage was with Chandra, he paid the 
penally. He lost the point, playing 
over liua's return and then simply 
faded ou>, leaving Dua winner at 
31-29 and it was one game ail. The 
first game too had gone on extra 
points with Chandra faltering badly 
at game point but making up to 
win 23-21. 

The extended .second game had 
obviously told on Manjii’s reserves 
and he did not really bothei to 
make much of the third game 
which Chandra w o n at 13. Then 
came the rest period a ii d Manjit 
making the most of his loop drive;, 
won it at 17 but had no an.swcr to 


the younger man’s superb attack¬ 
ing display and caved in easily. 

Indu Puri as expected continued 
to hold on to her title though she 
dropped a game to Geeti Thadani 
in the earlier rounds. In the final 
she beat Kalawaihi Sitaram rather 
easily in three games. Manmeet 
Singh who had been beaten square¬ 
ly by Nitin Puri in the men’s sin¬ 
gles expectedly won the boys sin¬ 
gles crown but not before Nishith 
Vyas had made it a close four 
games affair. 

The semi-finals had proved to be 
a drab affair with both Arun Ku¬ 
mar and Raniesh Babu fading out 
before Dua and Chandrasekhar res¬ 
pectively. The quaricr-finals how¬ 
ever were a different proposition 
with all the three matches being 
exiendcd affairs. 

Ill beiweeii there was a minor 
upset when Koluwathi Sitaram beat 
Rita Jain in the women's scnii- 
Hnnls while Shardha Sharma upset 
B. Usha in the girls semi-finals. 
Shardha however fell to Snigda 
Mehta, one of the mo.st promising 
youngsters in the country, in the 
final. 

One of the highlights of the tour¬ 
nament was the battle between the 
Vyas brothers, Nishiih and Parthiv 
in the boys setni-finaU. Nishiih 
won evcniuallv at 14-21, 14-21, 
21-1.3, 21-16, 21 l‘9 while Manmeet 
too was taken lo five games by Sal- 
want Honda. Other important ic- 
sults were: Sub Jr. Boys final; 
Rahul Shivani beat K a j a i Kurnar 
16-21, 21 !7, 2M.1. Sub Jr <;ir!.s: 
Tina Sudan brut Meena Handa 21-7, 
21-12 

— SW CoirespomteiMi 





Here comes ilarvey Oliver on Bluebottle -or rtther 
here comes Harvey Oliver...” 


SAYR, a considerable success 


frEW sporls aficionados in India 
were aware that a yachting 
team from this country visited 
Pakistan last month, and won tro¬ 
phies in the Southern Asia Yacht¬ 
ing Regatta. Few, because yachting 
has evoked scant enthusiasm in In¬ 
dia, perhaps due to the exorbitant 
costs involved in pursuing the 
sport, and the high level of techni¬ 
cal skill that is so important to at¬ 
tain or maintain a good standard. 

But the SAYR held in Karachi 
wa.s a considerable success in, at 
ijcast, one respect. Seven nations 
entered eight teams (Pakistan had 
two) for the regatta — by far the 
largest number of jparticipaling 
countries ever since its inception 
in 1970. 

As hosts, is was with keen cnihu- 
.siasm that Pakistan organised the 
six-day long meet. Four trophies 
for various races were donated this 
year by Byram Avari, president of 
the Pakistan Yachting Association, 
and three yachting organisations in 
the host nation. 

An increase in the number of 
pnrticipaiits also brought along stif- 
fer competition than previous years. 
Earlier, it was a foregone conclu¬ 
sion that India’s and Sri .Lanka’s 
predominance in the S.' YR would 
he complete. 

This year, while India won two 
team championships and Comman¬ 
der S. K. Mongia sailed to victory 
in the individual event with crew 
member Commander Kumar, these 
triumphs were possible only aftc, 
keen contests with Pakistani yachts¬ 
men. 

Significantly, Commander Mon- 
gia’s winning the Lewis Brown tro¬ 
phy for the individual champion¬ 
ship established India’s supremacy 
in this event, as she has won it 
every lime .since 1970. India had 
won the Lipton Cup for the team 
event in 1975. This year’s victory 
was only her .second in the scries. 

All the events were contested in 
the Karachi harbour, where strong 
sea waves were always a difficult 
factor to contend with. “Sailing at 
sea made a difference,’’ said Mon¬ 
gia, w h o has done most of his 
yachiitig in Kikes. But he added that 
a few days of practice at the Bom¬ 


bay harbour had helped immen¬ 
sely to acclimatize the team for 
the regatta at Karachi. 

The boats provided by the Paki¬ 
stanis were good. So were the faci¬ 
lities. No restrictions were imposed 


on the Indian teani, inspite of the 
austere political relations prevail¬ 
ing between the two couniric-s. In 
fact, only cameras were not per¬ 
mitted to be taken to the harbour 


~ a ban which applied to the par¬ 
ticipants of all countries, as a secu¬ 
rity measure. 

Yachting is now gaining popula¬ 
rity in Pakistan, and few clubs, 
especial^ in Karachi, with active 
interest in the sport have emerged. 
One reason for its attraction may 
be due to the widespread indul¬ 


gence of the local press. During the 
regatta the Pakistan Yachting As¬ 
sociation had ensured adequate 
arrangements for the coverage of 
events, and a ’press boat’ to accom¬ 
modate TV crews was sanctioned, 
so that the whole nation could 
watch the sailing while it was in 
progress. 

Indeed, interest in yachting in 
India, too, is on the upturn. .Seven 
of the eleven members of the team 
that competed in the SAYR were 
students, studying in various col¬ 
leges round the country. Even the 
Sea Cadet Corps, yachting associa¬ 
tions and clubs are now beginning 
to encourage young boys to take 
up the sport actively. 




Mongia .... keeps up an Indian tradition of winning the 
individual event 


Facing page; (Above) All smiles . . . Prasun Banerjec, Shivaji 
Banerjee and Subroio Bha:tcharjee wiib the IFA Shield. (Below) 
Mohun Bagan’s goalkeeper Shivaji Banerjee dives to collect 
the ball before Ararat’s Andranik can reach it 
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Punjab shot out 


T he elimination of Punjab, last 
year’s runners-up. provided the 
biggest sensation in the initial 
rounds of the S a n t o s h Trophy. 
They finished behind the Services 
on goal difference and failed to 
qualify. Punjab had scored nine 
goals and conceded one, while the 
Services scored 16 and conceded 2. 

The most exciting pan was the 
final match of Cluster VII when 
the Services were left, to score 
.seven goals again.st Pondicherry to 
qualify. Striking like a lornado, 
the Servtce.s accomplished the task 
before half time, and ended up 
with an awe.some tally of 12 goals. 
The scoring honours went to Sar- 
kar and Chandra Bahadur Thapa 
who scored four goals, each, and 
striker Hector who earned a hat- 
trick. Hector was the fourth player 
to achieve this distinction. 

The biggc.st margin of victory in 
the Santosh Trophy wa.s recorded 
by Punjab over Gujarat at Jullun- 
dur in 1974 when the former scored 
18 goals. Bengal’s 17 against Tri¬ 
pura is the second best victory. 

Bengal won all their three mat¬ 
ches in Cluster VIII to qualify for 
the league round. 


Tlte Group ‘A’ of the quarter¬ 
final league will be composed of 
Jammu & Kashmir, Karnataka, 
Maharashtra and the Services. The 
Group ‘B’ will have Goa, the Kuil- 
way.s, Kerala and Bengal. 


M ARKMANSHIP is not consi¬ 
dered to lie a strong point of 
Indian player.s. B ti i goals have 
come in quite a big way during the 
elimination rounds of the jNalinnal 
Football Cham])ion.ship. Balaehan- 
dran, a speedy left-winger from 
Kerala and Punjab's versatile vete¬ 
ran Inder Singh joined Karnataka's 
Kajashekar among the forwards to 
credit themselves with hat-tricks. 
Balachandran earned this distinc- 
tiirn against Haryana whom Kerala 
thrashed by 7 goals and the win¬ 
ger’s contribution was four goals. 
However, when Kerala cro.ssed 
swords with Assam, the edges of 
their weapons were blunted and 
in fact, the team from t h c deep 
south were lucky to have earned a 
point. This left the two teams dead¬ 
locked with equal points, but by 
virtue of having tiie Iretter goal 
average, Kerala emerged the Clus¬ 
ter VI champion. ’’Assam are an 
unpredictable team and had a vic¬ 


tory to their credit when we clash¬ 
ed two years ago, but our players 
arc hound to give a better account 
of themselves in subsequent mat¬ 
ches,” said the Kerala team mana¬ 
ger V. A. Thomas. 

Maharashtra, well looked after 
by Neville D’Souza, a star centre- 
forward in his day, who had dis¬ 
tinguished himself by performing 
a hat-trick in the 1956 Olympics in 
Melbourne, had a tough time be¬ 
fore qualifying fur the league 
round. Maharashtra started with a 
comfortable win over Orissa, net¬ 
ting four limes through Ternard 
Pereira and Camillo D’Silva. Mani¬ 
pur could find the target only 
twice against Orissa and conse¬ 
quently, the fate of Cluster V de¬ 
pended upon the outcome of the 
match between Maharashtra and 
Manipur. Transformed info an in¬ 
spired iot, Manipur gave Maharash¬ 
tra several jolts, clearly stole the 
limelight on this day, but yielded 
to a blow dealt by linkman Phrasb- 
nannan. Maharashtra held out 
spirited raids by Manipur in the 
last half an Jiour to top their Clus¬ 
ter. Ihe team from the cast was 
a delight to watch and af least one 
striker, Lalingen, who had earned 



A tangle of arms and legs .... Natishad (left) and Akhar on die ground wfifle Shyasn 
and Orlandei look on during ifae march between Jtengal and Tamil Nadu 
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Akbar kv*b il this time .... neuing Bengal’s second goal 
against 


Naiinnal junior colours, showed a 
penchant for taking aims from all 
angles. 

Punjab, semi-finalists last year, 
started their campaign on a warm 
note, with a 6-0 victory over Pondi¬ 
cherry. Inder Singh netting the 
first three goals in a row and tak¬ 
ing just I.*; minutes to become the 
third player to record a hat-trick 
in the current competition. B u t 
Punjab were given a fright hy the 
Services who had tra. led hard and 
were here for IS days for accli¬ 
matization. In fact, the clash pro¬ 
duced the best fare of the coin- 
petition and ended with honours 
even. There was, however, an upset 
in this Cluster when Pondicherry 
defeated Andhra Pradesh, thrice 
winners and runners-up on an 
etiual number of occasions of the 
Saniosh Trophy. For a state which 
had produced a large number of 
renowned footballers Andhra’s dis¬ 
play was depressing. But they re¬ 
gained some prestige by giving the 
Services a tough fight and were 
beaten l>y only two closing-minutes 
goals. Andhra made an exit suffer¬ 
ing their third successive defeat at 
the hand-s of Ptinjab. The fate of 
Cltister VIT rested on the result 
of the Services and Pondiclicrry 
match which the former were left 
to win by seven clear goals to qua¬ 
lify for the league round. 

Bengal, ihe pride and joy of In¬ 
dian fouiball, reserved their best for 
bigger battles to come. They faced 
Delhi in the first match and dis¬ 
posed them off by scoring twice 
through Akbar. Tamil Nadu .suf¬ 
fered a defeat at the hand.s of the 
reigning champiou.s. The Gaiitam 
Sarkar-led side is indeed capable 
of greater deeus and it is expected 
that the initial disappointment to 
the Srinagar fans would surely be 
momentary. 


Titnul Nadu 

Chaotic and 
dramatic 

•’INHERE was much hedic activity 
^ off the field in the second 
week of the National Football 
Championship, now halfway 
through at the Sports Stadium. 
Feuding officials of the Delhi Foot¬ 
ball Association, who bought two 
teams with them from the Capital, 
stopped short of washing their 
dirty linen in front of the organi 


sers and fielded a compromise side 
after hours-long drama. 

Three players, including the fa¬ 
bulous Inder Singh, had a brush 
with the gatekeepers — it was vir¬ 
tually a bloody clash in the case 
of the other two — and the All- 
India Football Federation was re¬ 
ported to have told its selection 
committee to extend the scope of 
picking up the National squad for' 
the forthcoming Asian Games at 
Bangkok beyond the current Na¬ 
tionals as many top stars have stay¬ 
ed away from it. 

There was much speculation 
about Delhi’s participation. The 
war at home had kept them out of 
the last Calcutta National also. One 
team from the Capital came about 
three days before Delhi’s scheduled 
Cluster VIII match against Naga¬ 
land. The other arrived just an 
evening before the kick-off. There 
was a stream of officials too. 

The confused organisers asked 
the SharifudJin-led team, which 
was the first to drop in to quit the 
Youth Hostel, the official residen¬ 
tial premises for the participants 
— there was no lio.spitaliiy for the 
other team as well — and told the 
warring officinis clearly that if 
Delhi wanted to take pari they 
must field one team only This firm 
decision slip the Delhi officials 
Bundu 0uare!.hi, M. R. Batra, Su¬ 
bash Chopra, 1.. B. Bhatia, Nawab- 
uddin, M. N. Mathur into a dra- 
maiie session which saw a change 
of hearts. A common li.st of play¬ 
ers was picked up and the organi- 
■ier.s (ieeiJed to accept ii as the 



A goalkeeper's advantage .... Andhra’s ciutodian punches 
the bail clear from Punjab’s Parminder and 
Sukhvinder Singh 
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official entry. It was about two 
hours before the scheduled kick¬ 
off. But suddenly Delhi’s fate again 
appeared to be in jeopardy — as 
a call came from Bangalore with 
the lawyer secretary of the AIFP 
A. T. Vijasrarangam instructing the 
organisers not to accept Delhi en¬ 
try till the court case filed by one 
of their officials against the fede¬ 
ration was withdrawn. This again 
created confusion in the Delhi 
circles. They reportedly contacted 
the person concerned in Delhi on 
telephone and gave a written un¬ 
dertaking in front of a local lawyer 
that the case would be withdrawn 
immediately. This seemed to con¬ 
vince the federation bosses and 
Delhi returned to the National 
soccer after a lap.se of one year, 
with a creditable 3-1 victory over 
Nagaland. 

The Manipur and Jammu and 
Kashmir teams, who were told to 
keep ready for an exhibition tie in 
case Delhi failed to make an ap¬ 
pearance sportingly left the field. 
Whether this compromise will be 
lasting or was just a mean to avoid 
embarrassment at an outslation 
venue is yet to be seen. 

When Inder Singh was stop¬ 
ped at the gate, it cieated a stir 
in the VIP Pavilion of the Sta¬ 
dium. The g3»ekceper was obvious¬ 
ly not aware of the status of the 
Punjab skipper and told him to go 
away to the players’ box, despite 
the fact that Inder has been issued 
an assistant manager's pass which 
entitles him a place in the VIP en¬ 
closure, befitting his status. Inder, 
however, was let in after .some 
agonising moments when a few per¬ 
sons intervened to silence the brash 
gateman. 

What followed, a few days 
later, however, was more shock¬ 
ing. Shaft Nari, a former junior 
international, and Yusuf Baba, two 
important members of the home 
team, were not only stopped at the 
gate but were also allegedly sub¬ 
jected to sound thrashing by chairs 
resulting in .serious face injuries. 
The cries of shame, shame went up 
in the air from the players’ en- 

P-S®CCERT®®IS|-^ 
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closures as Shafi Nari and Baba 
were rushed for medical aid. 
Baba’s injuries required some 
stitches also. That they were stop¬ 
ped at the gate, despite valid entry 
passes is deplorable. 

It is now certain that the selec¬ 
tion for the Asian Games will be 
made on the basis of performances 
in the IFA Shield and the Fede¬ 
ration Cup also and not solely on 
the basis of Srinagar National. The 
reason for this is that many top 
players have not been able to play 
here because of (heir transfer from 
one State to the other. Article 32 
of the AIFF prohibits a player 
changing his loyalties from taking 
part in any tournament for six 
months. The deadline for such 
transfers is September 30 and it 
stays despite a strong plea made 
by the selection committee chair¬ 
man T. O. Abdullah to extend it<lta 
January next year as special case 
this time. Prominent among the 
players who have not come are 
Harjinder, Gurdev and Manjit 
(Punjab), Xavier Plus and Najeeh 
(Kerala), Devram, Thomas Ma¬ 
thews and Pushpraj Kumar (Kar¬ 
nataka) and Nigerian striker David 
Williams of Tamil Nadu. They, 
along with a host of others, have 
shifted to Bengal. 


Pole 

My life 
and tha 
beautiful 
game 

by Peld with Robert L. Flab 

SPORTSWEEK has secured 
exclusive rights to publisb ex¬ 
tracts from Pelt's autobio¬ 
graphy. Serialisation begins 
next week. 

More people have seen him 
play than any other flayer in 
.sport. Now you see him as he 
sees him.self. Pelt’s autobio¬ 
graphy has been published by 
Warner Books, New York, and 
distributed in India by India 
Book House. 

Dim’t misB this 
SPORTSWEEK 
exclusive 



Diitcsh Tbakur, 13 
30'4 Shivaji Nagar, 

Santa Cruz (East), 

Bombay 400 055. 

Hobbies: Cricket, carrom, football, 
hockey, collecting stamps. 

Saniarject Guha, 14 
C o Mr. A. K. Cuba, 

1. Boulevard Road, - 
Govt. Bungalow No. 1, 
Jamshedpur 7. 

Movies, music, magazines. 

Suniia Dasi, 14 
12, Dehi Entally Road, 

Calcutta 700014. 

Painting, dancing, singing, pho¬ 
tography. 

Rajeev Rotan Afarwal, 15 
23/A Tagore Town, 

Allahabad 211002. 

Badminton, cricket, reading 
sports magazines, table tennis. 

Rajeev Kapoorla, 15 
C-124, New Rajendra Nagar, 

New Delhi 60. 

Driving, playing cricket, swim¬ 
ming, collecting stamps. 

Songeeta Saikia, 17 
C/o B. S. Library, 

Titabar 785 630, 

Assam. 

Pop music, view cards, table ten¬ 
nis, tennis. 

HMu Mohanly, 17 
C/o A. C. Mohanty, 

Jhanjir MangaJa, 


Cuttack 753 009. 

Orissa. 

Cricket, discussin|t sports, acting, 
movies, pop music. 

Ashok Goel, 20 

Hindustan Engineering Works, 
Jalori Gate, 

Jodhpur. 

View cards, sports, music. 

I J Siogh, 21 
351, PGP Hostel, 

Nitie, Vihar Lake Road, 

Bombay 400 087. 

Hiking, photography, travels and 
tourism, music, books. 

T Ranga Rsmi, 21 
Rangaraya Medical College, 
Men’s hostels. 

Room No. 165, 

Andhra Pradesh. 

Swimming, chess, sightseeing, 
reading. 

Aahok Mathur, 22 

H. No. 155/1^ 

Kayasth Mohaila, 

Ajmer 305 001. 

(Rajasthan). 

Stamp collection, movies, travel¬ 
ling. 

Jay Biswas, 22 
98, Gour Babu Road, 

P. O. Kanthrapara, 

Dist: 24 Parganas, 

West Bengal. 

Reading, travelling, correspon¬ 
dence, exchanging of gifts. 
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Save Rs. 27 on a 
yearly subscription 
to SPORTSWEEK. 
Pay Rs. 51 instead 
of Rs. 78. 


As a sports lover, a SPORTS- 
WEEK lover, why don’t you 
share the excitement thut 
you derive out of SPORTS- 
WEEK each week willt your 
near and dear ones? 

To help you do this, we 
would like to ttffer a special 
discount of 35% on a yearly 
subscription m your favourite 
magazine for anybody YOU 
wish. Which means that your 
gift will repeat itself week 
after week for 52 weeks — 
for only Rs. 51 instead of the 
usual Rs. 78 and you will save 
Rs. 27. 

In addition we will be 
happy to send a beautiful 
D 1 W A L 1/CHRISTMAS/ 
ID card with the first issue 
to the recipient of the gift 
subscription informing him/ 
her _ of your thoughtfulness. 
Fill in the coupon below and 
return it TODAY with your 
money order receipt no / 
postal order to: 


Go places.... 

^ O places in the sporting world with SPORTS- 

WEEK. Bag a ring side seat to national ana inter¬ 
national events, be it cricket, football, hockey, tennis, 
athletics or any game you f,tncy. You name it . . . we’ll 
get you there through our columns of in-depth report¬ 
ing and incisive analysis by expert commentators. 

This year we have two cricket tours ahead — 
against Pakistan and the West Indies. Watch out for 
our special reports with action pics. 

You’ll love SPORTSWEEK — it’s as good as being 
on the spot. In fact, make it a habit. You'll need U — 
it takes you closer to sport and sportsmen. 


cut hCreiWMMMaMMMMi 

The Circulation Manager, 

SPORTSWEEK, 

156 D. J. Oadajce Road, Borabay-400 034. 

Dear Sir, 

Enclosed is money order receipt no./demand 
draft for Rs. 51/-. Please enter a gift subscrip¬ 
tion on my behalf to: 

name--- 


ADDRESS_ 

- City- 

Stale- 

. ' cut here . - ■ 

OFFER CLOSES ON DECEMBER 31. 1978 
PLEASE ALLOW A FORTNIGHT FOR 
SUBSCRIPTION TO TAKE EFFECT 

x:ut here ■»■■»■■■»»«■ 
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Afound 


^%r- 

by Busy bee ; 


at lunch the other day, I found 

^ myself sitting between a lead* 
ing authority on cricket and a 
leading authority on high fin¬ 
ance. Our team for Pakistan 
having left just the previous day, 
the talk naturally turned ’.o pros¬ 
pects for the tour. 

The cricket expert, silting on my 
left, said: “If the rival captains 
do not go in for too much de¬ 
fensive play, it would turn out 
to be a very interesting and at¬ 
tractive series.” 

"Right,” I said. 

The financial expert, on nsy 

right, said: “Debiting the 
Rs. 12,500 that each of the 16 
players will get and the sum to 
the players' benevolent fund and 
crediting the guarantee money 
for the tour vis-a-vis the arrange¬ 
ments with the Pakistan Board, 
I expect the lour to be financial¬ 
ly viable." 

“I am ^ad,” I said. 

The cricket expert pushed his 
soup plate aside, wiped h i s 


mouth with the napkin, and 
said: "The selectors are to be 
complimented for including Ka¬ 
pil Dev and Ya.shpal Sharnia in 
the team. It is a correct policy 
and the two should serve Indian 
cricket for many years to come.” 

“I am sure,” 1 said. 

The financial expert asked for 
more soup, put salt in it. and 
said: "As a financier, I would 
advise both Kapil Dev and Yash- 
pal Sharma to pool their tour 
money and invest it in some 
sound proposition with a return 
of around 18 per cent. The addi¬ 
tional income that may be de¬ 
rived by them during the West 
Indies’ tour may be put in fur 
marketing and promotion.” 

"Yes.” I said. 

The cricket expert refused the fish 
course, excused himself, and 
said: “A lot will depend on whe¬ 
ther Surindcr Amarnath clicks 
or not in the early matches. The 
pr''S(>nct. of a left-handei' a: num¬ 
ber three could be invuioabie to 
tht‘ Indian batting." 

"Tru.. ’ I .-..jid. 

The Bcatw.!. .f <rxpri- 

.slifi' of f<sh, chewed »>. wit!' v 
care, a-ncl said: “ I'he Aittai 
brother.s, between them, would 
be collecting a neat sum. For tax 
purposes, it remains to be seen 
whether h will be treated as a 

. family business and come under 
corporate tax or be cun.sidered 
as individual income deductible 
at source.” 

“That remains to be seen,” I said. 

The cricket expert helped himself 


to two pieces of chicken, sepa¬ 
rated the chicken from the rice, 
and said: “Everything depends 
on our spin quartet and t h e 
ability of the Pakbian batsmen 
to play them. However, I do feel 
the inclusion of two off-spinners 
on a short tour of this nature is 
a bit of a luxury.” 

“Possible,” r said. 

The financial expert served himself 
the chicken, carefully removed 
the flesh from the bone, and 
said: “T h e four spinners to¬ 
gether will clear a round sum of 
Rs. 50,000. PluSj of course, there 
will be the prize money to be 
picked up for best bowler of the 
match and best man of the 
match awards. During the tour, 
1 intend to maintain a separate 
ledger for them.” 

“Fine.” I said. 

The cricket expert said: "I would 
not be one bit surprised if Sunil 
t.Javaskar puks 'ip two or tliree 
nioi'p ttumiscits »(» lilt* stries.” 

The fi-iawctaJ rsoer- •'!£ Cavas- 

V lax cofA'.ii .</ '•vixk 
V S'r '.n'l to the 

government of India and the 
Australian government.” 

Later, when we had all got up from 
the luri«,h and were having cof¬ 
fee, a young lady asked me: 
"What do you think arc the pros¬ 
pects during the Pakistan tour?” 

1 said: “You want to know about 
t h e cricket prospects or the 
financial prospects.” 



ACROSS 

) An insect in between gives weight in boxing (6). 
i. The second note starts and finishes a soccer 
tournament (6). 

7. This cannon is a billiard stroke (4). 

8. Many a boxer is saved by this (4). 

9. Transmit an athletic event (5). 

11. An author was an Olympic gold medal high 
jumper (5). 

12. The lowest suit (5). 

16. District Attorney finishes a racing machine (5). 

17. Average score ends practice session (4). 

19. This Zatopek was a javelin thrower (4). 

20. Pace bowler returns (6). 

21. Occidental to bury ihiwi Olympics (6). 

DOWN 

1. A narrow elevation ends card game f6). 

2. Shooting ends with a sharp blow (4). 

4. Call for a boxing arena (4). 

5. A fellow of a college starts Nandu Natet.ar’s 
partner (6). 

6. Oriental beginning and end of a golfing term 
(5). 

9. A good this helps a badminton player (5). 

10. A bowling this coming up (5). 

13. A graduate starts a chess ranking (6). 



14. A dangerous shot in cricket (5}. 

15. See 19 down. 

18. A jockey tries to keep his horse near this (4). 

19. & 1.5. Daybreak start for the Olympic gold 
medal swimmer (4, 6). 
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When Prakash Padukone 
struck gold. 

Union Bank was proud! 



India's Champion 
Gold Medallist 
is the Pride of 

UNIW BANK OF INDIA 

(A Covommsni of litdia Undertakinf) 


He's got talent. And he's a natural 
champion. No wonder he's a winner. 

Who's lie? Prakash Padukone. 

Quiet. Unassuming. And 23. India's 
National Badminton Champion. 

And now, Gold Medallist at the 1 tth 
Commonwealth Gamps. Winner of 
the Men's Singles in the Badminton 
Event at Edmonton. Canada. 

It is a great richly*deserved triumph. 
An honour (or the country- 

And Union Bank is proudi Because 
Prakash Padukone is also a 
dedicated banker. Working and 
serving as efficiently at the desk as 
on the court. 

At Union Bank, where service it the 
motto, others like him ere doing 
their bit-for the country. For s 
better tomorrow. 



46 


BPORTSWEBK. OCTOBBS 1, 1978 




T he biggest and rudest shock 
which Indian racing has suf¬ 
fered during the year is the deci¬ 
sion of M. A. M. Ramaswamy, the 
chairman and senior stewai d of the 
Madras Race Club, not to seek re- 
election. His intention to do so was 
not gnerally known and when it be¬ 
came public it was greeted with 
dismay and misgiving. 

Ramaswamy has been at the helm 
of MRC affairs for several years 
and the rapid progress which the 
Club has made under his steward¬ 
ship is there for all to see. He is in 
the prime of life, in good health 
and he has as big a stake, if not a 
bigger one, than anyone else in the 
game as he is the biggest owner of 
horses in the country. That, had he 
sought re-election he ^would have 
achieved it by an overwhelming 
TPargin of votes is also evident. 
Why then did he voluntarily choose 
to opt out? 

The correct answer to the tick¬ 
lish question can only be supplied 
by him but as it is a matter of all- 
India concern it is permissible to 
make some intelligent surmises. 

Obviously the reason is not his 
preoccupation with other sporting, 
business or social interests because 
it is crystal clear that his first love 
is horse racing to which he has, 
through the years, devoted large 
amounts of money and a great deal 
of time. Obviously it is not because 
of deep differences between him¬ 
self and his fellow honorary offi¬ 
cials in the MRC because as chair¬ 
man he has always'been able to 
carry his committee, which, unfor¬ 
tunately, cannot be truthfully said 
of at least one other head of a race 
club. 

In the circunutances t^e only 
reasonable explanation is'^that he 
chose to sacrifice himself on the 
altar of the good of the MRC. This 
requires some elaboration. 

At the time of DMK rule in 
Tamil Nadu the then government 
abolished horse racing in the state 
because it is widely believed the 
then Chief Minister had differen¬ 
ces with Ramaswamy. Racing con¬ 
tinues in Tamil Nadu on t h e 
strength of the Supreme Court’s 
stay order. From the public an¬ 
nouncements of the present Chief 
Minister it would seem that the 
AIADMK government is not averse 


Why did MAM opt out? 


to allowing racing to continue but 
they are disturbed by allegations 
of maladministration and malprac¬ 
tice. In fact, the Chief Minister has 
gone on record as saying that bo 
plans to take over die conduct of 
racing and to run it as a pastime 
without any betting. 

Anybody who knows anything 
about racing will dismiss this sug¬ 
gestion out of hand as being to¬ 
tally impractical. Be that as it may, 
it would seem that the allegations, 
mostly wild and un.substaniiated as 
they usually are, are directed 
against Ramaswamy and it is rea¬ 
sonable to assume that because of 
it he chose to dissiKiaic him.self 
from the MRC thereby taking a 
big step towards resolving the dif¬ 
ferences between the club and the 
government. This is an honourable 
decision. ‘ 

Ramaswamy’s severance of ties 
with the administration of the MRC 
will not in any way affect his rac- 


And now 

I s it too fanciful to contemplate 
that in the 1980’s. the field for 
the Indian Derby might include 
names such as: Handsome Hamam, 
Roy Rogers, Telco Tom, Lure of 
Lakm£, Da Ida Delight, Winning 
Wilis, Maid of Mafatlal, Lathering 
Lux, Cadbury Cuteness, etc.? 

in England at least, the day of 
the “Adhorse” has already dawned 
and a pair of enterprising young 
tax consultants have drafted a 
scheme to make the noble race¬ 
horse a prominent advertising me¬ 
dium. The gentlemen involved are 
David Bevan and Michael Russell. 

Their plan, which they recently 
circulated to a thousand business 
houses, will not only allow turf- 
minded industrialists to indulge 
their passion, but to do so largely 
at the expense of the tax collector. 

It is the belief of Messrs. Bevan 
and Russel] that any company pay 
ing maximum corporation tax at 
52i% will be able to claim tax re¬ 
lief on its race horses as on its 
motor cars. Their opinion has been 
endorsed by legal experts in the 
field of taxation. 

Bevan and Russell will not be 
content with sowing the seeds of 
this advertising revolution. They 
plan to reap its benefits to the full. 
Their scheme is to buy a string of 
yearlings (none of them costing 
less than £10,000) and then lease 
them out to advertisers at £1,000 
per month, exclusive of trainer’s 
and vet’s fees, ferrying charges, 
feed bills, entry fees and such 
other incidentals. 

There is no fear that the Joe¬ 


ing interests and the proof of that 
will come in Hyderabad on Ociober 
2 when his Red Chieftan (Red 
Indian-Nicola) should walk away 
with the 2,000 metres Deccan 
Derby as he did with the Hydera¬ 
bad Colts Trial one month earlier. 
He is much improved since his 
failure in the Bangalore Derby and 
it will come as a tnunderous shock 
if he is beaten. 

In Pune, the 1,800 metres Gene¬ 
ral Rajendrasinhji Cup, Uie second 
and longer of the two principal 
races for three year-olds, will be de¬ 
rided on Sunday and this should 
see a repetition of the 1,400 metres 
F. D. Wadia Gold Cup i»’ which F,l 
Bravo (Saiitielio-Kagamiiifiti) beat 
Noble Fella (Noor-E-Shiiar-Papa- 
jina) by half a length F.i Bravo 
will now meet Noble Fella on S.fJ 
kilos worse terms but as he has 
come up since and as he was nut 
fully extended last time he can com¬ 
plete an unbeaten hat-trick. 


'Adhorse' 

key Club (the body that governs 
English racing) would prove a 
barrier to this scheme, for it ha.s 
already re-formulated its rules ii» 
allow horses to be raced for com¬ 
mercial advantage. 

In fact, there arc already some 
familiar names in English racing 
bearing advertising messages. The 
airline tycoon, Freddie Laker run.s 
GO SKYTRA1N and the .soft drinks 
firm of Schweppe.s (which spon 
sors the County Cricket Champion¬ 
ship) races Senweppeshire Lad. 

While the whole idea of leasing 
racehorses as mobile advertisement 
hoardings might offend I h e true 
lover of the sport, attitudes will be 
softened by the boost to the strug 
gling breeding industry and might 
provide a welcome check on the 
export of valuable bloodstock. 

Meanwhile, advertising agencies 
will have to gear themselves to 
cope with the revolution. I suppose 
media managers will be studying 
bloodlines and track timings just 
as closely as Audit Bureau of Cir¬ 
culation figures. 

— DICKY RUTNAGUR 


Wanted 

Wanted agenta for Sports- 
week’s World of Cricket in 
unrepresented areas. For de¬ 
tails contact or write to: The 
Circulation Manager, Sports- 
week’s World of Cricket, 
156D. J. Dadajeo Road, 
Bombay-34. 
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Ashok bags 
a Merc 

A shok AMRITRAJ, the youn¬ 
gest of India’s tennis trio, has 
also done it. Vijay won a (ourna- 
mcnt some years ago to claim a car 
and recently, t h e eldest of the 
Amrilraj brothers, Anand, clinched 
the pro-celebrity tournament dou¬ 
bles final to claim a 25,000 dollars 
sail boat. Now Ashok has won a 
latest model Mercedes Benz sports 
car valued at around 25.000 dollars. 

Ashok was voted the “most valu¬ 
able player” of the play-off of the 
World Team Tennis for the 1978 
championships between the Eastern 
division winners, Boston Lobsters 
and the winners of t h e Western 
division Los Angeles Strings. 

In the final play-off. the Strings 
defeated the Lobsters by three mat¬ 
ches to one. In the entire WIT 
play-off, including the finals, the 
doubles team of Vijay and Ashok 
were unbeaten. Tlicy won all their 
eight matche.s, including the three 
in the finals, the only team to do 
so. 


Inam's okay 

T now appears .hat Innm-ur- 
* Kehmaii, the manager of the In¬ 
dian Airlines hockey team, was 
wronged at Madurai, unlike earlier 
reports which spoke of his inso¬ 
lence during i h e lA-Tamil Nadu 
inEiich The president of the Indian 
H oc kc y Federation, M. A. M. 
I<aina.swamy, who was involved in 
the dispute with Inam-ur-Rehroan. 
."Ofeiitly cleared the lA manager of 
a:i.. misdemeanour. 


Ramaswamy claimed that press 
accounts and pictures about the in- 



; l -rdidav on die day the 
team left fer Karachi 



The Bombay Cricket Association recently felicitated four 
of its members, Ajit Wadekar, Dilip Sardesai, Prof. Chand- 
gadkar and Ramakani De^i, trao have been made 
members of the MCC 


cident were mutilated to make 
Inam look a culprit. The IHF chief, 
who had entered the playing field 
in the course of the match to pla¬ 
cate the playerti, said: “All that 
Inam told me was not to talk to 
the agitated players but to carry on 
dialogue only with him.” 

According to recent press re- 
orts, Ramaswamy is believed to 
avc said that Inam was apparent¬ 
ly carried away by the moment’s 
stress. 

The IlIF chief’s statement may 
make Inam-ur-Rehman appear as 
the good boy again. But this recent 
development raises some awkward 
questions. For in.stancc, why did 
Indian Airlines airdustt a top otli- 
cial after t h e incident occurred 
and why wa.s liiam asked to sit in 
the stands and not with his players? 
Why did Inam afterwards apologise 
to the IHF executive and then re¬ 
ceive a three-year ban from the 
executive committee? 

And later, the IHF secretary, 
Dayanand explained that the ban 
on Inam was imposed as a punish¬ 
ment for his misconduct and dis- 
re.spect shown to the IHF president. 
Now that Raraa.swamy himself has 
disavowed any misbehaviour by 
the lA manager the position of the 
IHF in this mailer becomes rather 
lazy. 

Coach Abid 

O YED ABID ALt, the Indian 
Test all-rounder has qualified 
as a coach. While in the UK he 
completed an advance course in 
coaching at Lord’s, passing with 
honours. The course, according to 
37-yL’ar-old Abid Ali, has been in¬ 
valuable to him, and has given him 
a totally new per.spective of the 
game. 

Abid Ali hopes to coach on a 
part-time basis to .siar; with. He 


docs not rule out the possibility of 
turning into a professional coach 
if it is financially worthwhile. Abid 
now holds a bank job in Hyderabad. 

Ric for cricket 

IJIC CHARLESWORTH has pul 
cricket before hockey and will 
be replaced as Australia’s hockey 
captain on a tour of Asia in Novem¬ 
ber. 

Tltis cniiid possibly mean that 
Charlesworth will lose the cap- 
tuincy of the Australian side to 
compete in the Olympic Games in 
Mof-cow in 1980. 

T h c 26-year-old WA opening 
batsman decided he was not pre¬ 
pared 10 miss the State's first three 
.Sheffield Shield games of the .sea- 
.son by going on the hockey tour. 

He told the Australian Hockey 
Association executive that he was 
prepared to lead Australia in the 
Pakistan champions' tournament 
between t h e world’s six leading 
hockey nations in Lahore from 
November 17 to 24. 

But he said he would be unable 
to play in the lead-up games in 
Singapore and Malaysia earlier in 
the month. 

The executive told Charlesworth 
that unless he was available for 
the entire tour he would not be 
needed for the Lahore tourna¬ 
ment. 

Hockey officials are treating the 
Lahore tournament as an impor¬ 
tant part of the Australian team’s 
preparation fur the Moscow Games. 

Naturally, Charlesworth is dis¬ 
appointed at the decision of the 
'executive, but he is adamant that 
he will put cricket before hockey 
this summer. 
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T T is. perhaps, the most grotesque 
^ car ever designed. 

But the dumpy “ugly duckling” 
known as the Citroen Deux Che- 
veux (two horsepower) has stea> 
dily won the affections of drivers 
all over Britain. So much so that a 
whole new cult of “poor man’s” 
motor-racing has sprung up around 
it. 

The growth of the 2CV Car Club 
of Great Britain, and its affiliated 
counterparts throughout Europe 
and Scandinavia, shows an increa¬ 
sing appreciation of a vehicle that 
was on the drawing boards at the 
outbreak of the Second World 
War. Once you have owned one 
you’re hooked. 

This kind of racing is definitely 
a family affair. Some enter en 
masse, with husband, wife, and son 
all competing. 

Gerard and Beatrice Tillictteare 
a husband and wife team from Dun¬ 
kirk. Peter Dalkin, from Newcastle, 
travels with his entire family in a 
converted coach that doubles as a 
trailer and dormobile. 

His brother, Brian, is also a re¬ 
gular entrant who brings his wife 
and children '.long for the ride. 

And after meetings. Saturday 
night is party night, with either a 
disco or camp fire party organised 
in the paddock where most com¬ 
petitors pitch their tents for tlie 
week-end. 

For one event at Camberley, at 
the end of last month, 'Big’ Ron 
Seal threw an open house party at 
his home in Kingston. 

Ron, like many, competes for the 
.sheer thrill of racing a 2CV, and 
all the social activities it entails, 
devoid of the aggressive rivalry of 
professional motorsport. 

Friendships have sprung up, and 
endured through the toughest 
races, not only in Britain but across 
Europe. 

Although the present season ha.s 
just ended, 15 British drivers will 
be making the journey to Le 
Creusot, France, at the end of this 
month to compete in a field of 150 
in the 1978 International Final. 

Hurtling a Citroen 2CV over a 
hilly and dusty earth track at 
speeds up to 80 miles an hour is a 
sure way to get the adrenalin 
pumping. 

It is one of the few part-time 
motorsport.s that have been elevat¬ 
ed to international status, with 
prize money to match. Over a thou¬ 
sand pounds at each meeting, and 
many times that at the Internatio¬ 
nal Final. Plus a chance for the 
winner to join the Citroen works 
rally team. 

Quite a reward for the driver of 


a racing car that can cost less than 
£300 to prepare, and no more than 
£1,000 throughout the season. With 
partial sponsorship this amount 
could be even less. 

And with Total- Oil providing 
free fuel the next biggest expense 
is actually getting from one circuit 
to the next. 

Conventional driving skills are 
abolished in the battle for position. 
Slipping the clutch enables t h e 
most frightening hairpins to be 
taken on the slide. Brakes are vir- 
tually obsolete. 

Rising dust clouds invariably cut 
visibility to a few feet, forcing the 
drivers to rely on intuition and 
nerves to tackle the assault course, 
with their foot hard to the floor. 

Worn out tyres and haybales 
lining the course only serve as 
added obstacles to be over-ridden 
in this dash for supremacy Fre¬ 
quent shunts, blow-outs, and the 
occasional somersaults arc insulh- 


ciem to put these rugged httle c«t» 
nut of the runuing- 

There are amazingly few injur¬ 
ies. Just one sprained finger and 
a minor neck injury throughont 
the entire season. With their rein¬ 
forced cha.ssis and strengthened 
roll cage these 602cc 2CV’s can 
take all the battering. 

A stroll through the paddock 
confirms that 2CV Cross is a sport 
in the purest sense of the word. 
Here the barter .system survives. 
Parts and services are exchanged 
or donated in a spirited gesture 
to keep the competition rolling. 

In return for Total’s welding ser¬ 
vices the team from Lovekyn 
Garages, Kingston, provided a sus¬ 
pension arm to get Total's own car 
repaired in time for the Chelms¬ 
ford semi-final. 

Ron Seal loaned t w o whedls, 
complete with new rubber, for the 
Total car that I was driving. 

It is indeed one big happy 
family — on two horsepower. 

— TOM PURCELL 



The start ef om of die ’ugly duckling’ races. All in the 
family ... die lap of hsmour (top) 
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Four dropped 

T he selectors of the Volleyball 
Federation of India have cm 
down the number of probables for 
the Ban^ok Asian Games from 20 
to sixteen. The final twelve for the 
Games will be selected at the end 
of the second coaching camp, on 
October 3. 

The 16 players who are attending 
the second coaching camp, now in 
progress at the NIS, Patiala, are; 

Balwant Singh, Jagir Singh. 
Chanchal Singh (all of Punjab). 
Ran veer Singh (UP), Jimmy 
George, Jose George (Kerala), Sri- 
dhar, Ramana Rao (Tamil Nadu), 
S u r e s h Misra, Prabhakar Raju. 
R. K. Pui-ohit ‘Lalji,’ Sumeer Sinuh 
(Rajasthan). Kutty Krishnan 
(Gujarat), Basiih (Maharashtra S- 
Railways), Biyabani (Railways) 
and Hem Singh (Services). 

The four players who were drop¬ 
ped are; Dtnakaran (TN), Waller 
Benjamin (AP), Inder Sin^ (Ser¬ 
vices) and Mohammed Ali (Rail¬ 
ways). 

The year 1979 could provide 
opportunities for Indian players to 
acquire valuable experience. Plans 
for tours of Poland, former world 
champions, Russia, I h c current 
world champions, and Iran are be¬ 
ing discussed as a Cultural Ex¬ 
change programme, and the VFI 
h a .s expressed its willingness to 
play matches in these countries. 



Smita Desai... national record 


Anita excels 

N otching up superlative per¬ 
formances, 12-year-old Anita 
Sood emerged as the prima donna 
of the lack-lustre Maharashtra 
State Senior Aquatic Charapion- 
.ships. She equalled one Indian 
mark and downed the colours of 
the reigning national champion in 
another. 

Anita equalled the national re¬ 
cord in the 200 m. individual med¬ 
ley returning a fine timing of 2 
mins. S6.6 secs, which was 2.7 secs, 
better than Giynis llulme’s five- 
year-old State record. Another 


State mark established by Anita 
was in the 100 m. free style event 
in which she beat national cham¬ 
pion Smita Desai. She clocked 1 
min. 15.7 secs, to improve upon 
Smita’s year-old mark by 17 secs. 

The most encouraging aspect of 
Anita’s performances during the 
two-day meet was not of her bag-' 
ging six gold and one silver medals, 
but returning timings in four 
events which were an improvement 
on her performances four months 
ago at the National Junior Cham¬ 
pionships. 

The distinction of bettering a 
national record went to Smita 
Desai when she clocked 1 min. 15.7 
secs, to improve upon her own 
year-old 100 m. butterfly stroke 
national mark by 06 secs. 

Another swimmer to better a 
State record was Yang Cltin Shin 
in the men’s 100 m. butterfly stroke 
with an encouraging liming of 1 
min. 05.0 secs. 

— HOSEY M1STRY 


Tarkar champs 

ARKAR brothers, Dinesh and 
Adilya, stole the honours by 
clinching the men’s singles title in 
the All Goa Inter Collegiate and 
Inter Higher Secondary table tennis 
tournament, respectively at the 
Indoor Stadium in Panjim recent¬ 
ly. Dinesh of Dhempe College'of 
Arts and Science strived hard for 
his succes.s as be was extended to 
the full distance of five sets before 
beating Vallabh Pai of the Gna 
Medical College 21-17, 19-21, 21-23, 
21-14, 21-14. 

Aditya, meanwhile, won the Inter 
Higher Seconda^ tide with a.sio- 
nisning ease, winning in straight 
sets against Nicholas of Damodar 
Commerce Higher Secondary, Mar 
goa. Besides winning the Indivi¬ 
dual Championship through Adilya 
Dempo Commerce also reigned 
•supreme in the team champion- 
.ship, when Aditya and Prasad . Kir- 
maoi swamped Damodar 3-0 in the 
finals. This is for the third year in 
succession that Dempo Commerce 
have won ih^'Men’s Individual and 
team championship. 

— Ajrr K. MOVE 


I NDIAN Universities trounced the 
Railways 4-1 and won the Cen¬ 
tral Zone badminton championship 
in the men’s section at Hyderabad. 
In the women's team event the 
Railways, h'oweveri managed to 
beat the Universities 2-1. 


—SW CORRESPONDENT 



Tarkar brothers . . Oiitcsfa (left) and Aditya 
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Bitter pill for Matunga 


A GOLDEN jubilee is a big occa- 
^ sion; end the young, willing 
team of workers of the Matunga 
Gymkhana strained every nerve to 
ensure that the All-India Open 
badminton tournament, held to 
celebrate the occasion, would be a 
grand success. But it seemed that 
the stars conspired against them 
— both astral and those of the 
badminton world! 

First, Prakash,-feeling stale after 
playing constantly over the last few 
months, wanted a lay off so as to 
mentally freshen up before com¬ 
mencing preparations for two im¬ 
portant events — the 'Evening of 
Champions, to be held on October 
10 in London, where he would take 
on former All-England and world 


dition that the Gymkhana fly them 
back to Bangalore the next day tor 
the start of their state contest. 

^ Then, Syed Modi, who had ear¬ 
lier indicated his availability, and 
had been included in the draw, re¬ 
plied to the Gymkhana’s reply-paid 
telegram that he would not come 
after all. Pradeep Gandhe, who 
has been playing so well lately, 
had a muscle injury, and dropped 
out of the doubles — the only 
event he was entered for. More¬ 
over, a number of players return¬ 
ed from Aurangabad with upset 
stomachs and temperature — State 
junior Varsha Vaidya was one of 
the unfortunates, as was her bro¬ 
ther Jayesh. Madhumita Goswami, 
who had pleased crowds with her 


fleet movements on court, returned 
to Calcutta, while Ameeta Kul- 
karni, also feeling stale after a 
spate of titles, and then two un¬ 
happy lasses to Hufrish Nariman 
and Radhika Bose, did not play the 
singles. 

All these were bitter pills for the 
Matunga Gymkhana to swallow. But 
for the Bangalore bunch, the tour¬ 
nament would have been an ab¬ 
ject failure. However, the Karna¬ 
taka players — Prakash, Chen- 
gappa, Narendra Ubhayakar and 
Kiran Kaushik — kept the show 
going, and in fact captured all (he 
four semi-final places in the singles! 

“I have hardly had an occasion 
to train since the Commonwealth 
Games,” Prakash remarked. ”1 ant 
no more than 60 per cent fit. 
Fleming would make mincemeat 
out of me!” But that sixty per cent 
was more than sufficient to meet 
all the challenge that the others 
could provide. The only anxious 
moments that the national cham¬ 
pion faced were in the second 
game of his semi-final against his 
old partner Kiran Kaushik, when 
the latter led 9-2, and seemed to 
be matching the champion's speed 
and aggression with tome superb 
defence. But once Prakash snook 
away the blues, there was only one 
player in the match. *rwe]ve points 
ill a row came from his flawless 
.sirokeplay and positioning, before 
Kiran managed t w o consolation 
points. Hsi'd-hitter Chengappa, as 
expected, could do nothing of note 
against Prakash in the final. 

— SHTRIW NAOKAKNI 



National Games jinxed? 


champion Fleming Delfs of Den¬ 
mark; and the Asian Games at 
Bangkok in December, which could 
bring out the stiffest challenge in 
the world from the Chinese, Ind«>- 
nesians, Malaysians and the Japa¬ 
nese. Consequently, he dropped out 
of the Aurangabad Western India 
Championships, but was persuaded 
to play at the Matunga Gymkhana, 
where he opted only for one event 
•— the sin^s. 

- Then Partho Ganguli, May Pa- 
war. Madhur Bcabora and Vikram 
Sin^ announced that they would 
not be available, the latter three 
getting ready for their inter-State 
campaign for the Universities. The 
dates of the State Championships 
at Bangalore were initially synchro¬ 
nising with those of the Matunga 
Gymkhana, despite the fact that 
these had been allotted early en¬ 
ough. A compromise was reached 
late, with the Bangalore tournament 
scheduled to start the ^y after the 
end of the Matunga tourney. So, 
t h e Bangalore contingent could 
make themselves available, on con¬ 


npHERE appears to be a jinx 
about Hyderabad staging the 
National Games. 

The Games, which were to be re¬ 
vived after a lapse of seven years, 
were scheduled to be held ut 
Hyderabad last year but the cy¬ 
clone at Andhra Pradesh rendered 
it impossible and the Games were 
postponed indefnilely. Now, when 
the dates were re-allotted — Octo¬ 
ber 1 — 6 — there again s.eeins to 
be some trouble over sta^ng the 
Games on the proposed dates. Re¬ 
liable sources say that the venture 
has been further postponed and 
the championships will be held 
some time in February, next year. 

According to a senior official of 
the Indian Olympic Association, a 
decision to this effect was taken at 
a recent meeting of the Andhra 
Pradesh Olympic Association, 
wdiich is likely to be made public 
soon. 


The reason put forward for thia 
decision, taken at least for the 
third time, is allegedly short time 
at the disposal of the organisers 
and non-availability of India's lead¬ 
ing players, who are busy prepar¬ 
ing tor the Bangkok Asian Games. 

Interestingly, the decision to 
hold the Games in October was 
taken four months ago, purporting 
to enable various federations field 
new players in the absence of 
their stars, or, it was decided that 
the Interested federations would 
hold the final selection for the 
Asiad during the Hyderabad Games. 

Yet. in view of the national 
camp at Patiala and the inability 
of some State Associations to send 
their teams, the Andhra Pradesh 
Olympic Association, who are the 
organisers, were compelled once 
again to defer the Games. 

— AVINASH SINGH 
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Y N the following game from the 
^ Asian Grand Masters’ Tourna¬ 
ment at Tiruchirapalli White’s King 
side Pawn advance wins even 
though the Black King flies to the 
other wing. 

The second game shows a typi¬ 
cal attack on the Kings castled on 
opposite sides in the same open¬ 
ing. It is interesting to note how 
Black contrives to block White’s 
attack before starting his own. 
SICILIAN DEFENCE 
White: Vasiukov 
Black: Ghalib 

1, PK4, PQB4 2. NKB3, PK3 3. 
PQ4, P*P 4. NxP. NKB3 5. NQB3, 
PQ3 6. PKN4 (a) NB3 7, PNS, NQ2 

8. BK3 (b) PQR3 9. PKR4. QB2 (c) 
19. PB4. NB4 11. QQ2. BQ2 12. 009. 
NxN 13. QxN, BBS 14. BR3, PQN4 
15. KRKl, QN2 (d) 16. BB2. 000 

(e) 17. PBS, PK4 (f) 18. QN4, PB3 
19. KNl, BK2 20. NQ5. KRKl 21. 
PRS, PR3? (g) 22. PxRP. PxP 23. 
RNl, RNl 24. RN6, BxN 25. RxB, 
RxR 26. BPxRch (h) KNl 27. BxN. 
PxB 28. RxRch, BxR 29. QQ2, BN3 
30. QQ6ch, Black resigns. 

(a) The Keres Attack. Apart 
from the text Black has other lines 
of defence vis. 6 . . . PKR3 or PQR3 
or BK2. 

(b) Another variation given in 
Shakhmati Bulletin (July, 1977) is 

9. N4N5!?, NN3 10. BKB4, NK4 11. 
QR.5, NN31 12. BxP, BxB 11. RQl, 
00! 12. NxB, QK2 and Black has 
good play for the Pawn. 

After the next move the Bulletin 
gives: 8 . . . BK2 (i) 9. PKR4, 00 

10. QQ2. PQR3 11. 000, NxN 12. 
BxN, PQN4 13. PQR3, BN2 14. 
PB4, PK4 15. BK3, PxP 16. BxBP. 
NK4 17. NQS, RBf; (ii) 9. RKNl, 
NN3! 10. QRS. PKN3 11. QK2. PK4 
12. NN3. BK3 13. BxN, PxB. 

(c) Here 9 . . . NxN 10. BxN, 
PN4 11. PR3. BN2 12. BN2, RBI 
(Englar-Hartosh, Amsterdam 1975) 
is more active. 

(d) On 15 . . . PNS 16. QxQNP 
(the sacrifice 16. NQSt?, PxN 17. 
PxP, BQ2 is doubtltd) RQNl, 17. 
QB4, QN2 18. PN3, NxP 19. NxN, 
BxN 20. BB2 Black’s King position 
in the centre would be uncomfort¬ 
able. 

(e) Now 16 . . . PNS is met by 
17. NQS. 

(f) If 17 ... KNl the Queen 
sacrifice 18. (}xN!, PxQ 19. RxRch 
is promising. 

(g) His best chance was 21 . . . 
BxN 22. RxB. KNl. 

(h) White’s passed KNP now 
wins easily in a few moves. 

White: Byrne 
Black: bpassky 
(Bugoino 1978) 

1. PK4. PQB4 2. NKB3. PQ3 3. 
PQ4, PxP 4. NxP, NKB3 5. NQBS, 


PK3 6. PKN4. BK2 7. PNS. KNQ2 
8. RKNl. NB3 9. BK3, 00 10. RN3. 
PQR3 11. QRS. RKl 12. 000, PKN3 
13. QR4. BBl 14. PB4, PR3I 15. 
PBS, N2K4 16. PB6, BQ2 17. PxP. 
KR2 18. N3K2. QB2 19. NB4. KRBl 
20. PB3, PQN4 21. NR3, PNS 22. 
NNSch, KRl 23. BKB4, BKl 24. 
NxN, BxN 2S. KNl, PR4 26. PB4. 
BKl 27. RBI, PRS 28. BK2, PN6 
29. PQR3, QQl 30. NB3, NxN 31. 
RxN, KR2 32. BN5, QR4 33. RN3, 
PQ4! 34. KPxP, PxP 35. QB4, BQ2 
36. R3QB3. BB4ch 37. BQ3?. RxP! 
38. QQ2. RxR 39. PxR, BxQRP 40. 
RBI, BxB 41. QxB, BQ3 White 
resigns. 


END GAME 



White; Kc6; B’s-a6, h4: N’s-bl, e3. 
Black. Kh2; B’s-gl, g6; Pe7. 
White to play and win. 


Hope for 
Korchnoi 

*T*HE defending world champion 
■■■ Anatoly Karpov was in a 
happy position after 17 games of 
his match with challenger Victor 
Korchnoi in Baugio City (Philip¬ 
pines). With 4 wins to KorchnoPs 
1 and needing only two more, vic¬ 
tory seemed to be almost within 
Karpov’s grasp. 

But after 24 games the picture 
has slightly changed. Korchnoi 
registered one more \/in in the 21st 
game and the rest were drawn. The 
score now stands 4-2 (18 draws) in 
favour of Ki-.'pov, but the way he 
missed winning chances in the 
18th, 20th and 22nd games has re¬ 
vived a glimmer of hope for 
Korchnoi. 

In the earlier part of the match 
it was the 47-year-old Korchnoi 
with his habitual time trouble and 
proclivity to fatigue in the last 
hour of the session, who went 
wrong in critical positions. It seem¬ 
ed that Karpov’s 20 years’ advant¬ 
age in age would be the deciding 
factor. But now Karpov also has 
begun to wobble. As Korchnoi said 
after the 22nd game, the prolonged 


battle may have had some tiring 
effect on the young champion too. 

The match is open-ended, the 
first to register 6 wins getting the 
world title and a prize of $3.5 m. 
(Rs. 2,800,000), the loser gets 
$2 m. (Rs. 1,600,000). 

There is no end to the eccentri¬ 
cities of the contestants. To coun¬ 
ter the hypnotic influence of the 
Soviet psychologist about which be 
had complained, Korchnoi has 
sought the help of some American 
Anand Margis. Karpov has com¬ 
plained to the organisers that 
Korchnoi made annoying facial ex¬ 
pressions after escaping defeat in 
the 20th game. 

In the 18th game Karpov main¬ 
tained a small positional advantage 
against Korchnoi’s Robatsch D» 
fence and translated it into a bet¬ 
ter game with a Rook, Bishops of 
same colour and four Pawns on 
either side. But he was unable to 
benefit from Korchnoi’s Pawn 
weaknesses. Exchange of Bishops 
led to a simplified Rook ending 
which was drawn after 63 moves. 

In the 19th game Korchnoi’s 
Catalan Opening was met by Kar- 



Karpov . . . still ahead 


pov with (Jueen’s Bishw Fian- 
chetto on the 6th move. The out¬ 
come was an end game with two 
Rooks, Bishops of same colour and 
5 Pawns on either side with balan¬ 
ced play. A draw resulted by re¬ 
petition of moves 36-39 when Kar¬ 
pov tried to exchange Korchnoi’s 
Rook on the 7th rank and Korch¬ 
noi avoided the exchange. 


Ibe 20th game which Korchnoi 
saved from the jaws of defeat was 
a turning point. Korchnoi adopted 
the theoretically inferior variation 
of Caro Kann Defence 1. PK4. 
PQB3 2. FQ4, PQ4 3. NQB3, PxP 
4. NxP, Ni™ 5. NxNch, KPxN. In 
the middle game Korchnoi’s demon¬ 
stration on the King side was in¬ 
sufficient to balance the threat of 
Karpov’s advancing passed Queed 
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Pawn and the game was adjourned 
in the following position: 

While: KKNl; QQB7; RKl; 
BQB6; P's<JR4, QN5, Q7, KB2, KN2. 

Black. KKN2; QKB3; RQl; NK3; 
P’s<2N3, KB2. KB5, KN4, KR4. 

Karpov sealed 42. QQ6 after 
half an hour’s thought instead of 
42. QxP which according to. experts 
should have won. On resumption 
the game went: 42 . . . PN5 43. 
KBl, PN6 44. QK5, PR5 45. PRSI, 
Px^ 46. PN6. QxQ 47. RxQ, RQNl 
48. PN7, NQl 49. RK8, KB3 50. 
PxP, BPxP 51. KK2. KN2 K. BB3, 
PR5 53. RK4. KBS 54. RxQKP, KK2 
55. RxP, KxP 56. RKB4, KQi 57. 
RQN4. KB2 58. RB4ch, KQ2 59. 
BN4ch, KKl! 60. RK4ch, KBl 61. 
BQ7. RxPI 62. RKSch, KN7. 63. 
RxN, RN7ch; drawn in view of 64. 
KBS, RQ?, pinning the Bishop, or 
else White loses his only Pawn. 

In the 21st game Karpov started 
an early centre attack against 
Korchnoi’s Queen’s Gambit with the 
offer of a Knight on the 12th move 
which Korchnoi coolly refused and 
came o u t unscathed. After ex¬ 
change of Queens on the 26th move 
Korchnoi won a Pawn in a Rook 
and Knight vs. Rook and Bishop 
end game and his passed Queen 
Knight Pawn decided the issue. 

Karpov bungled in an advantage¬ 
ous position in the 22nd game just 
before time control and had to 
concede a draw in the second ses¬ 
sion. Korchnoi refurned the com¬ 
pliment by spoiling his winning 
chances in the 23rd game in time 
trouble. 

— R. B. SAPRE 


How much do 
you know? 

by HOSEY MISTRY 

1. What should be (he weight of a 
volleyball ball? 

2. What should be the weight of a 
flyweight weightliftcr? 

3. What should be done if during 
a chess game it is found that the 
position of the board is 
incorrect? 

4. Can a ball badminton player 
touch the net line duringothc act 
of playing the ball? 

5. In a tournament lasting several 
days should the wrestlers be 
weighed daily? 

6. For scoring in billiards what 
shall govern all strokes? 

ANSWERS: 

1. Between 260 and 280 grammes. 
2. Upto 52 kgs. 3. The position rea¬ 
ched shall be transferred to a board 
correctly placed and the game con¬ 
tinued. 4. No. 5. Yes. 6. The first 
impact of Ae cue ball. 



*T*HIS was the toughest East.' 

West defensive Par at the All 
India Par Contest. 

The Par needs cooperation by 
both defenders. Look at it from 
the West seat: 



2 

Q J 10 9 8 7 6 
(N) 

4 3 2 

K 0 8 7 2 
K 3 (W) 

5 4 3 

Bidding: S W N E 

11) IH Dbl. 3S 

3 NT — _ _ 

1 D: Natural below 19 IlCP (with 
19 plus the systemic bid would be 
1 club) 

I>bl.r Negaiive 7-10 HCP. 

3 S: 7 card suit 7 10 HCP. 

Till upctti.ig 1^ utt ts 't." 

King on which East plays she 
knave and declarer the Ace. De¬ 
clarer plays the D.A on which 
West plays low and East the 5 spot. 
The (jueen of diamonds is played 
from (he clo.sed hand. East com- 
ploiing his echo with the four, 
whilst dummy discards a heart. 
Those of you who did not partici¬ 
pate in the contest may now pause 
to lake stock. 

Declarer is marked with the 
blank spade Ace and a long string 
of diamonds which are solid ex¬ 
cept for the King. How many dia¬ 
monds? In view of East's peter, de¬ 
clarer should have either six or 
eight diamonds. What about de¬ 
clarer’s high cards? Spade Ace, 
heart Ace; AQJ of diamonds; 
Club.s? One thing is certain, de¬ 
clarer cannot have the club Ace 
which would bring his point-count 
to 19 — denied by the bidding. 

So declarer, if be has tix dia¬ 
monds would have A 10 9 3 of 
hearts, and a doubleton club. If his 
doublcton club includes the King, 
there is clearly no defence. What 
ii declarer has eight diamonds? 
Now, the only hope is that partner 
has either J 10 x of hearts and the 
hearts can run pronto or J10 
doublcton hearts with club Ace 
and King. 

If declarer has three hearts and 


the suit cannot run immediately, 
he hes nine tricks ready for cash¬ 
ing and he must be squeexed out 
of one of his winners or the heart 
stopper. 

A club return caters to every 
conceivable situation when the con¬ 
tract is defeatable. 

Let’s look at the full hand: 



2 

Q J 10 9 8 7 6 
(N) 

4 3 2 0109 8 76 5 

K Q 8 7 2 (W) (E) j 10 

K 3 5 4 

5 4 3 A K 

(S) 

A 

A <•» ) 

AQJ 10 9876 

2 

’Vbt'o '.Vjiv! t--.-- in a c!"*' F.nst 

m his turn inuvi out the logic 

of it. Hided by paiincr’s defence, 
and cash the second chib. Declarer 
cannot pitch a heart or the heart 
10 can be '.overtaken and. the suit 
run. If declarer pitchc.s a (diamond, 
the heart 10 is cashed and declarer 
thrown in with the spade Ace m 
ensure a trick for West’s Queen of 
hearts. Declarer's best play i.'‘ to 
discard his spade Ace. Now East 
plays his second heart which West 
must overtake (for if East is left 
on lead he is end-played and musi 
surrender to dummy) and shoot 
back any black suit to set up the 
setting trick for East’s spade Queen. 

1 don't blame solvers for mis.sing 
this defence but believe it or not a 
number of top-notch players un¬ 
blocked the DKing when the Ace 
of diamonds was played. When 
asked why, not one of them could 
suggest the remotest reason for this 
play. 

Obviously a low heart opening 
lead defeats the contract by several 
tricks. But solvers had been iniorin- 
cd in advance that the opening lead 
might not be optimum though the 
subsequent play would be double¬ 
dummy perfection. 

As far as my information goes, 
this par remained unsolved i'l 
India. 

— JIMMY •ytEHTA 

> ‘.-J, 
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Yanks up again 

NCE again Ameriacan women 
have come out from down 
under to stand prominent as the 
world’s best swimmers. 

Tracy Caulkin’s has swum her 
way to international fame, at the 
West Berlin World Swimming 
Championships. Her feat of having 
broken four world records is in¬ 
deed laudable. 

— Sanjay Joglckar (Poona). 


Selectors right on the mark 


I T'S sad news that Madan Lai has 
been dropped and with Brijesh 
out of the team, one wonders how 
good the oui-fieiding will be, if by 
chance Surinder and Ghavri don’t 
get into the Test eleven. 

Under such a circumstance, if 
the stroke making ‘ Pakistanis are 
on a rampage, I don’t think it 
would be an altogether satisfying 
situation for our spinners who de¬ 
pend so much on good fielding for 
their wickets. 

— M. V. Sunder (Bangalore). 

T he selectors have chosen a 
balanced squad for the forth¬ 
coming Pakistan tour. 

Inclusion of fresh blood like 
Kapil Dev and Yashpal Sharma is 
really praiseworthy. 

The exclusion of B. ije-sh Patel 
and Ashok Mankad is hardly sur¬ 


Y T is sad to learn of the omission 
of Madan Lai from the Test 
squad to tour Pakistan. He is easily 
among the best fielders in the 
world, his bowling is good and his 
batting useful. 

— N. S. Ashok (Karnataka). 

'YtHIS is really out of the blue! 

I mean the selection of the 
team to Pakistan — Kapil Dev and 
Sharma are welcome, but how does 
Gaekwad fit in? And Ohiraj Par- 
sana is once again deprived of a 
place in the team. 

— L. Revadiwala (Patna), 

OURELY Dhiraj Parsana and 
Sudhakar Rao deserved a place 
in the Indian .squad after their ex¬ 
cellent performance in the Irani 
Trophy match. 

— Anurag Jain (Ramgarh). 



The Indian sclectiars . . . Jahnmha, Rungta, Unnfgar, 
Phadkar and Tijay Mehra 


prising. They couUlii'i show their 
fonn even after so many chances. 
After all a player can’t be selected 
in the hope that he will do well 
the next time. 

— Dipak Upadhyaya JGauhati). 

T he Indian selectors have cho¬ 
sen a fairly balanced team for 
the tour of Pakistan. But had they 
been a little farsighted to think 
of making long term replacements 
of our world class spinners, they 
should have included at least one 
of the younger spinners. If due 
importance is not given to this mat¬ 
ter. there might emerge a crisis in 
this department vhich is the strong¬ 
hold of the Indian cricket team to¬ 
day, by the inevitable departure of 
these great spinners from the team. 
— Tarun Sethia (Calcutta). 


HE selectors have done a fine 
job in choo.sing a balanced 
team for the Pakistan tour. 

It is also heartening to hear of 
the inclusion of Kapil Dev and 
Yashpal. The selectors, it appears, 
are now looking ahead and endea¬ 
vouring to build up a team profi¬ 
cient in all departments of the 
game. 

— Ashwin Medhekar (Bombay). 
/^NCE again the Indian selectors 
have failed to measure up to 
the expectations. Although they 
have done a better job than what 
they did when choosing the team 
for Australia they have been cer¬ 
tainly unfair to two players — 
D. Parsana and Vedraj, who have 
shown outstanding progress in re¬ 
cent times. — P. Prasanna Kumar 
(Mangalore). 


R EFERENCE: article entitled 
"Things are getting better" — 
Sportsweek, Sept. 17, 1978. 

There are certain discrepancies 
in the article written by Miss Pau¬ 
line Bunce which 1 should like to 
clarify. 

The Association of Indian Wo¬ 
men Cricketers (AIWC) is a body 
formed by players themselves to 
protect and promote the game they 
love so much. The Women’s Cric¬ 
ket Association of India (WCAI) 
is the organising body of women’s 
cricket in India. There appears to 
be a mix up between AIWC and 
WCAI. 

A charter of demands has been 
submitted to the Presidesnt and 
Secretary of WCAI and we have re¬ 
ceived no reply. 

The AIWC vehemently denies 
the statement made by Miss Pau¬ 
line Bunce in para 6 of the article. 
While agreeing that there was an 
air of confidence for the first time 
amongst all the players, none of 
the players flaunted former camp 
rules nor key players bunked prac¬ 
tice sessions. It would be note¬ 
worthy to note that it was the sen¬ 
ior players who insisted on both 
the coaches and the physical train¬ 
ing instructor to be coippleteiy 
rigid with the girls in the event of 
their taking advantage of any 
leniency on their part. 'Fhe AIWC 
will see that discipline will be 
maintained at all costs in order to 
protect and promote the game of 
cricket. 

—^Diana F. Edulji 
(Secretary, AIWC). 


Superb 

YOUR Sept. 24 issue was superb. 

Indeed, Mohammad All’s pic¬ 
ture (or painting, if you like) on 
the cover was timely, and the arti¬ 
cles were interesting and informa¬ 
tive. 

— Vasant Kelkar (Bombay). 


Another firster 


/"k NLY two Indian bowlers — 
Hardikar and Kumar — have 
been mentioned in the list of those 
who have taken a wicket in their 
first over in Test cricket (SW, 
^ptember 3, 1978, p 18). S. S. 
‘Mantu’ Banerjee also achieved this 
feat against the West Indies during 
the third Test at Calcutta in 1948- 
49i capturing the wicket of Denis 
Adcinson with the fifth ball of his 
first over. — Ed. 
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‘Tm going to be 
another Pele!” 

-saysRaju. 






I’m going to be a 
really great footballer. 

Just wait and see ! 

1^ 1 practise fourhourseveryday 
And I drink my Horlicks 
twice a day. Mummy says 
ismm it y^jii nia[^e nie grow up 
strong and healthy. 

A real champ. 

One day, you’ll want 
my autograph !” 


V 
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fVbu don't have to choose between 
an oily hair style... 
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Now you c^n get today's "no-oil" hair style and more... 

IMew Code 10 Tonic Hair Dressing 

holds and nourishes hair, 
controis dandruff. 
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r Tc'a/s I jc'l- trptuidii no >il 
lo !> BiitvOjVt v\ \ V u thi (iops 
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foil AS 11 s I ml 11 j tn the 1 1( K 
of n ui sht u>i I 11 It id U h nr los 
No-Oif Style 

Nn thf I C <( 1 ) T r I Hair 
Prossii I VI ith f II I'u 1 I indLO 1 
I >1 int 1 • I il I l( I I 

W thou' If I , I) ri 1 fi IS how 
Yf r h n it 1 n pi i t Aith 
I o 'p K) N jtui I'lv Ihc Atiy you 
Pitt V\, th nil fet iiq btickv oily 
Anri /on ilp md h i f qet oil 
ihi i 11 the y It i (1 yy th i orle 10 


It ^ IS Pi IhPnol the prjvnn t dii 
yitamiii 11 h( Ip li nr roots utilise 
'Ihi iti I ts in the b';o<i stiPim 
T'l s qivps V iir li nr natural f faith 
and full h idy 
Anti-Oandruff Action 
Pa ithe I il also has a ^ ant dandruff 
ictii I which IS strenythpi ed b, 

L'’i 7 a proven o ti dai druff aaent 
It lull *■ cic II dandruff arid sta\s 
ir the s I'p to keep t away 
Code 10 Trimt Hair Dressing 
rjops ill this for your hair without 
jsting 'he eaith' 


The natural choice for the natural style 
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...«t Arvind. Age-old sicflte oombiils wHIi 
modditi technology to create deajgrM end 
textures that feast the eye, daligM the 
touch—cottons. polyesters and 4*ncisvi^ 
Mgh fMhioh weavaa like Butta 
It's research diat adds e touch of irfess to 
Arvind quality. 
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The first two matches in Pakistan 
were propitous for the Indian 
cricket team. They brought off a 
sensational victory over Pakistan in 
an one-day international even with¬ 
out the assistance of Gavaskar. And 
although an earlier match ended in 
a draw, t h e vanguard of India’s 
batting line-up gave a good account 
of themselves .... p 6 

The coaching camp organised by 
the Women’s Cricket Association 
of India at Jaipur was marred by 
disputes and rains. The trouble 
began when Shanta Rang.'tswamy, 
the women’s cricket captain, was 
“iasulted” during WCAI’s execu¬ 
tive committee meeting and refus¬ 
ed membership status in the com¬ 
mittee .... p 15 

Bo.bby Simpson’s retirement from 
first-class cricket has given rise to 
speculation over who would captain 
Australia in the 'ashes' series. 
Three players — Yallop, Serjeant 
and Toohey — are being mention¬ 
ed as possible successors to Simp- 
son .... p 18 

Holland established their supre¬ 
macy in women’s hockey when 
they beat West Germany in the 
finals of the women’s World Cup 
at Madrid, The Dutch dominated 
a greater part of the second half 
but the Germans too had several 
make use of. India fared worse than 
opportunities which they failed to 
their previous World Cup perfor¬ 
mance and stood seventh ... p 23 

Participating for the first time in 
the Intcr-Kailways Aquatic Cham¬ 
pionships Mohinder Singh R a n a 


was clearly the outstanding swim¬ 
mer. Besides setting several new 
records, be notched up a ‘grand 
slam’ — winning all freestyle 
events .... p 29 

Only Bengal among last year’s 
semi-finalists have reached the last 
four stage in the national soccer 
championship at Srinagar. Punjab’s 
elimination in the earlier round 
was surprising. But inter-state trans¬ 
fers and lack of form among play¬ 
ers have deprived the tournament 
of much of its glamour .... p 40 

Manitou will, once again, start 
as favourite in next Sunday’s race 
in Pune. Ipi Tombi and Lindon 
Flora could offer stiff competition, 
but the Grey Gaston-Dusty Marta 
colt, who has been beaten just once 
in 13 starts, has proved himself to 
he eminently superior to both. If 
Manitou wins, trainer Byramji 
wHl achieve an unprecedented four 
wins in a row in this race, and 
owner Ranjit Bhat, his third con¬ 
secutive victory .... p 47 

In an unexpected turn of events, 
R. Hari battled his way through 
stiff opposition to win the Western 
India Regional Table Tennis Cham¬ 
pionship at Goa last week. The 19- 
year-otd student from Madras was 
ranked 14th in the tournament but 
consistent performance enabled him 
to overcome his more fancied 
rivals .... p 48 

FEATURES; Quotes . . . p 5; 
Question Box ... p 45; Buzzing 
Around . . . p 51; Pen Friends 
Corner ... p 51; Chess ... p 52; 
Bridge ... p 52; Stamps ... p 53. 
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Asif Iqbal 

H e was thought to be a 
bowler but batting came 
naturally to him. He played his 
first Test as a No. 10, but 
steady progress over the years 
has made him a sound middle- 
order batsman. Despising all 
forms of defense he has a flair 
for attack. 

Asif Iqbal, the batsmap, 
when in full cry is a dictator 
at the crease. Back in 1967, 
when Pakistan were reeling at 
65 for 8, and hurtling towards 
an inevitable defeat at The 
Oval against England, Asif pro¬ 
duced hk soliloquy — 146 runs 
in three hours — still the high¬ 
est score by a No. 9 batsman. 
Pakistan lost the match but 
Asif was the man of the hour. 

Asif Iqbal, the bowler, how¬ 
ever, is not as preponderate. 
A back injury, which he re¬ 
ceived in 1964 at Sydney, keeps 
recurring if he bowls exces¬ 
sively. With so much ability 
this weakness has been a huge 
disappointment, but using him 
in snort bursts has proved to 
be advantageous for his team. 

Asif has the qualities requir¬ 
ed for success and on several 
occasions has emerged trium- 
phants when odds were staked 
against him. Moreover, he is 
calm, balanced and radiating 
with energy. When he smiles 
it is spontaneous, infectious 
and everyone is a little happier 
for his touch. 

(Transparency: Patrick Eager) 


For better Indians 

'p 00 often does one hear the lament that we as a nation of 600 million 

have not been able to produce a genuine fast bowler or a world¬ 
beating hockey XI or an Olympic gold medallist. Such logic, whereas 
indicative of frustration is not, one must confess, valid. It is illogical to 
argue that a nation of 600-plus million MUST under the present circum¬ 
stances produce champions. 

To view the problem in its proper perspective one must ask how 
many of our 600 million people are involved in sport? What facilities 
exist by way of opportunities of grounds, equipment, coaches, training, 
nutrition, talent-spotting in our educational institutions, factories, in 
rural and tribal aieas, scholarships, commercial sponsorship etc? 

It is only when the youth of our nation will be compelled to take 
(o sport either in the educational curriculum or as a desirable form of 
activity favoured and encouraged b^ parents like you and me and 
society at large, it is only when the infrastructure in the form of play 
grounds, scientific coaching, talent-spotting, sports scholarships etc. are 
provided that we can ever hope to produce champions commensurate 
with the population. 

The stupendous task boggleS the imagination. But a start has to be 
made — by ptmple like you and me. To begin with^ changes should be 
made at the top. Once the ri^t peoole are involved in sports and sports 
administration, the desired fat-reaching changes down the line can he 
brought about in time. 


Our national priorities place sport — and rightly so — way below ' 
those of food, housing, education and others. Hungry stomachs must be 
fed, the homeless provided shelter, the illiterate taught to read and 
write before all else. B u t the importance of sport as a healthy and 
character-building activity, one which constructively channellkes youth¬ 
ful energies towards producing better citizens of India should not be 
overlooked. 

Sports must be made compulsory in scnools — not primarily as a 
panacea for ouf sports ills in the matter of winning medals and titles 
but as a means of broadening the base of the sports pyramid which will 
provide the nucleus to produce future world champions and more 
importantly shape better citizens of the country, for whom the exhorta¬ 
tion of 'discipline, dedication, hard-work' will be second nature for that 
is what sport is all about. As are team-spirit, sacrifice, the ability to 
accept defeat gracefully (‘sportingly’), to acknowledge the fact that in 
life you can never always be a winner. 

The critics will argue that most educational institutions do not have 
even the basic minimal facilities such as playgrounds, equipment, coa¬ 
ches, etc. If a school cannot afford the luxury of a ground or coach of 
its own, surely it can find the facilities — indoors or outdoors — either 
within its own premises or in close proximity for kho-kho, kabaddi, 
badminton, table-tennis or what-havc-you. 

Coaches and whatever facilities exist can be shared, but all of this 
calls for proper organwation and involvemeiu which to my way of think¬ 
ing are the primary requisites. What we need are people who are invol¬ 
ved. people who caore. 

The task of producing better Indians of tomorrow is a tremendously 
challenging one. One way of achieving >his objective is through getting 
the youth of our nation involved in sport. Are we going to stand up man¬ 
fully and put our shoulders to the wheel or opt out, duck away from 
those terrifying bouncers and beamers? 

I have my answer. Do you yours? 

(From Sportsweek Annual) 


Quotes 

"It will be interesting to witness 
Pakistani batsmen pitched against 
India’s spin bowlers.” 

— Gen Zia-ul-Haq. Chief Martial 
Law Administrator, Pakistan. 

“Drug-taking in big athletics is as 
hi^ as 101 pw cent.” 

— Swedish Olympic discus 
thrower Ruicki Bruchs 


“Unless some way is found to eli¬ 
minate drugs in sport, the Olym¬ 
pic Games could become the 
Pharmaceutical Games.” 

— James Skinner, President 
American College of Sports 
medicine. 

“I smell a rat here. Why Faisala- 
bad for a Test? They’ve never 


had big cricket there. They 
could quite easily have bad 
Islamabad or Peshawar. Don’t be 
.surprised if we run into a real 
green top out there. So Bedi and 
his boys had better watch out.” 

• — Lala Amarnath 

“Postures of consultation don’t help 
matters. We must try and under¬ 
stand the problems of the sports 
federations and help them.” 

— Field Marshal Sam Manekshaw 
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India's win—no Santa gift 



Sunil (ia>aNkdr . . . off lo a 
tlyinii start 


17IRST impressions can be mis- 
* leading. There are many 
snags so early in a cricket tour 
which can throw one’s projections 
from the precise side of the 
scale to the approximate in trying 
to assess the relative merits of the 
combaiants and determining the 
trends of the upcoming Test Battles. 

But. India’s sensational victory 
in the one-day, limited overs match 
at Quetta, which will be remem¬ 
bered by posterity for the ravages 
wrought by the pre-partition earth¬ 
quake, is not to be seen through 
tne benevolent brown eyes of 
Santa Claus. It was a meritorious 
success, not a capricious gift from 
heaven. 

There .was a remarkable impro¬ 
vement in the overall standard of 
India's fielding. Two smart run 
outs gave India the upperhand and 



Mudassar Nazar . . . solid 
half century 


the lusty hitting of Sarfraz Nawaz 
could not, in the final analysis, 
alter the course of the match. In 
(Jia triumphed by four runs al¬ 
though they were denied the assis¬ 
tance of Gavaskar, who may find 
the pickings to be as fattening for 
his averages as they were on his 
first visit to the West Indies in 
1971, Chandrase?diar and Prasanna. 

Redi marshalled h i s resources 
with the expertise that he has gain¬ 
ed of uistant cricket in Blighty. 
Venkatraghavan was utilised to 
contain one end and slow down the 
run-rate to a crawl, while Ghavri 
and Kapil Dev were left with some¬ 
thing in reserve to maintain a hold 
on tne early and satisfying gains of 
Mohindcr Amarnath, universally 
'.oicd as the man of the match. 

'Hie pitches promise to be docile. 
Rut if .vou wield the almost incre- 
-.tihle authority of Sarfraz Nawaz, 
a bcef.r, burly, seemingly inexhaus¬ 
tible Punjabi, you don’t have to 


squint through hypnotic eyes or 
belch fire as a ^agon to affect 
opposing batsmen with some mea¬ 
sure of dread. He was not hamper¬ 
ed by the restricted 15-yard run up 
and his three wickets in his stint 
of eight overs included those of 
Chetan Chauhan and Mohinder 
Amarnath who rattled up a breezy 
half<entury. 

A back ailment did not keep 
Imran Khan out of the match as 
was originally feared. But he was 
not at his bri^tesfand best. He 
bowled at liitTe more than half 
pace. He has a beautifully rhythmic 
action and showed splendid com¬ 
mand of both line and length Sar¬ 
fraz and the left-arm Sikander 
B^t could provide an excellent 
foil for Pakistan’s celebrated quic¬ 
kie. 


Despite India's victory in the 



Wasim Raja*. . . left-handed 
grace 


first of the three one-day interna¬ 
tionals, it must be stre.ssed that the 
lop-Iine Pakistani batsmen are more 
enterprising and aggressivestroke- 
makers. Mushtaq Mohammad, their 
skipper and the only survivor cf 
the last series between i h e two 
countries, is timing the ball well 
and play^ some good forcing shots 
in the three-day match at Karachi, 
while Majid Khan, Haroon Rashid 
and .laved Miandad, denied a cen¬ 
tury by a typical county cricket 
declaration, have made it clear that 
they are endowed with the skills 
and the temperament to give the 
touring bowlers a great deal of 
trouble. Spin does not really worry 
them. 

There-day matches on the sub¬ 
continent can be an awful bore. 
Declarations may infuse them with 
some artificial life. But it is not 
easy to contrive a decisive result. 
However, they arc necessary for 
an.y touring side to find ilieir feel, 
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Some of the enihusiasin this Ind«-Pak series is i^ncraltnK .... aulojipraph-liunters 
besiege Asif Iqbal in DeBii during Abbas Baig’s benefit 


work themselves into form before 
they settle down to the main busi¬ 
ness of the Tests. 

The new generation of Pakistani 
players have learned their cricket 
in a hard school. Their approach 
to the game is entirely professio¬ 
nal. That much was clear from 
everything that they did in the 
opening match of the tour for the 
Pakistan Banks XI which included 
guest stars for obvious reasons. 
Mushtaa evidently wanted to get as 
close a look as passible of the oppo¬ 
sition at the first (H>portunity. 

But several catches, particularly 
in the slips, were floored. All the 
Indian batsmen, with the exception 
of the immaculate run-getting ma¬ 
chine, Sunil Gavaskar, were given 
a second chance to prosper and 
thrive. Gavaskar, who got a cen¬ 
tury on his first appearance in 
Pakistan, and Chauhan were con¬ 
cerned in a record-breaking open¬ 
ing stand. 

Gaekwad Is at odds with himself; 
Vengsarkar promises some bright 
and sparkling knocks once he gets 
over his early diffidence, while the 
Amamath brothers. Surinder and 
Mohinder, can be expected to chip 
in with useful scores. But the rock 
on which an Indian innings will 
be built will continue to be the 
steadfastness of Gavaskar. 

Kapil .Dev, the baby of the team, 
shaped reasonably well in the limi¬ 
ted overs match. But it Is difficult 



Sarfraz Nawaz almost 
denied India viriory with 
itac bat 


to see him getting into (he Test 
team. Mohinder Atnarnath cannot 
be displaced. He pierced the de¬ 
fence of both Majid Khan and Za- 
heer Abbas, a bespectacled stroke- 
maker who is yet to run up a really 
imposing score on hi& home pit¬ 
ches, with his medium-tiace cut¬ 
ters. But our strength lies in spin 
and both Redi and Pras have tasted 
blood. 

Chandra has been shrewdly pro¬ 
tected from early exposure. He is 
India's secret weapon. It is not 
easy for batsmen to read him an<l 
the longer he is held back, the 
greater will be the psychological 
sttain on the Pakistan batsmen 
who would like to have a good look- 
see at the unorthodox leg-break 
bowler who can really whip the 
ball in from the off. 

If early indications arc any cri¬ 
terion, India's line up for the first 
Test IS likely to be; Gavaskar, 
Chauhan, Surinder Aniariiath, Vis- 
wanaih, Vengsarkar, Mohinder 
Amarnath, Kirmani, Ghavri, Pra- 
sanna, Bedi and Chandrasekhar. 

Pakistan have the advantages ul 
live telecasts. The attendance at 
Karachi was disappointing Rut the 
giggling from the zenana stand — 
Kanpur's Green Park makes a .simi¬ 
lar arrangement — tiullated at 
least one fellow scribe who found 
a pleasant diversion fur his bino¬ 
culars. Ah. the three-day game has 
its charms! 
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A stalemate, anyway 


^HE two declarations proved 
^ meaningless when the same 
tempo was not maintained throu^- 
out the match between the Indian 
cricketers and the Pakistan Com¬ 
bined Banks XI, which ended in a 
tame draw. 

The opening match of the visit¬ 
ing team would have concluded in 
the same fashion in its normal 
course which would have given 
enough opportunities to the two 
skippers for experimenting. 

The first concern of skipper 
Bedi — after he had won the toss 
on the feather-bed wicket — would 
have been to give practice to his 
main batsmen. Bedi’s calculations 
must have been upset by the pro¬ 
longed stay at the crease by open¬ 
ers Gavaskar and Chauhan. 

But Bedi mush have derived a lot 
of satisfaction from the match as 
his first three batsmen Gavaskar. 
Chauhan and Surinder Amarnath 
batted superbly. 

The wicket refused to change its 
character and any bold tactics 
from either .side would not have 
changed the course of the match 
which was already set to end in a 
stalemate. 

The Indian camp had more to 
rejoice when three n.jre of their 
batsman were among the runs in 
the second innings. Vengsarkar hit 
up a sound unbeaten 72, while Vis- 
wanaih collected 31 befr<'e being 
run out and Kirmani playbd a hur¬ 
ried knock of 32. 

The Combined Banks gave a very 
poor account of themselves on the 
field. No less than five catches 
were floored and their throws to 
(he wicketkeeper were hopelessly 
off the mark. 

Mushiaq’s purpose appeared to 


Brief scores; 

Indians vs Pakistan Banks XI 

Indians: 309 for 1 decl. (Gavas¬ 
kar 165*, Chauhan 73, S. Amarnath 
53*), and 180 for 4 decl. (Vengsar¬ 
kar 72*) 

Pakistan Banks; 212 for 3 decl. 
(Miandad 87*, Mudassar Nazar 54), 
and 124 for 2 decl. (Wastm Raja 
58, Azmat Rana 53) 

One day International 

India: 170 for 7 in 40 overs (M. 
Amarnath 51, S. Amarnath 37; Sar- 
fraz 3 for 34) 

Pakistan: 168 for 8 in 40 overs 
(Majid SO, Zaheer 26; M: Amar¬ 
nath 2 for 38) 


be served even though Bedi gave 
him an impossible target of 278 for 
victory in just 140 minutes, and 
the Banks team did not even at¬ 
tempt to score the runs. 

The home side’s second innings, 
however, proved very satisfying for 
two left-handed batsmen Azmat 
Rana and Wasim Raja, who thrilled 
the crowd with lusty hitting. They 
went after the new ball bowlers 
and collected the 70 of their stand 
in less than an hour. 


NDIA scored a thrilling fonr-run 
victory over Pakistan in the first 
one-day international match. The 
finish was so close that Pakistan 
needed IS runs when the last two 
overs wc.'e to be bowled and 11 in 
the last over. A lot depended on 
Sarfraz at this stage but the burly 
tail-ender could bring his team’s 
total to just four runs short of 
India’s. 

Mohinder Amarnath won the 
man of the match award with a 
(-ontributiop of 51 to the Indian 
score of 170, and then captured the 
valuable wickets of Majid Khan 
and Zaheer Abbas. 

India won the toss and Bedi elec¬ 
ted to bat. Pakistan bad an early 
success when Sarfraz struck the 


Azmat and Raja went into action 
when the injured Sadiq did not re¬ 
turn after tea. But surprisingly 
they could do little against the spin 
bowling of the visitors. 

Both ultimately fell to Bedi be¬ 
ing deceived by his flight and 
spin. The effectiveness of the In¬ 
dian slow attack was on display, 
while their new ball bowlers too 
were seen to'work up some pace 
even on the placid turf. There were 
many sharp deliveries from both 
Ghavri and Kapil Dev. 

— ANWAR HUSSAIN, Hie 
Dawn, Karachi 


first blow getting Chauhan leg be¬ 
fore with India’s score at 7. India 
carried their score to 60 but at this 
total lost two more wickets when 
Surinder was caugh by Zaheer and 
Gaekwad by Imran off two succes¬ 
sive deliveries from Hasan Jameel. 

Thereafter Vengsarkar and Mo¬ 
hinder batted resolutely and con¬ 
solidated the Indian innings with a 
stand of 76 runs. And just when 
the two looked set Vengsarkar was 
run out after scoring 34. Fifteen 
runs later Mohinder was caught 
and bowled by Sarfraz for 51. Sar¬ 
fraz was the most successful Paki¬ 
stani bowler claiming three wickets 
for 34 runs while Jameel Hasan got 
two for 29. 

Pakistan started somewhat lethar¬ 
gically and had put on 14 runs in 



. , llild , .1^ .,;V -J 



Mohinder Amarna.'h . . . man of die match 

Thrilling Indians 
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the first five overs and 33 in ten 
overs. But the^r gradually accele¬ 
rated their scoring to bring up the 
100 in 25 overs. 

Majid and Mudassar opened the 
innings and both batsmen took 
their time settling down. Pakistan 
lost their first widtet when Muda-s- 
sar was leg before to a delivery 
from Ghavri which kept low. Za- 
heer Abbas joined Majid and the 
two started catching up with the 
clock. 

When the pair had put on 60 run.s 
Majid was bowled by Mohinder 
after completing his individual .SO. 
Soon Zaheer too was bowled by 
Mohinder with a similar delivery 
that got Majid out. 

Then they experienced two se¬ 
vere blows, losing the wi<:kets of 
Mushtaq and Miandad when the 
Pakistan score stood at 100. The 
home team never really recovered 
after that. 

— ALIKABIR, The Dawn, Karachi 


AIR commentators 

rpHE radio commentators for the 
cricket series between India 
and Pakistan will be chosten from 
among the following: Anant Sctal- 
vad, Balu Alaganan, Narottam Puri, 
Jasdcv Singh Manoj Deb, M. M. 
Maojul and Sushil Doshi. 

A final decision — there could 
be changes — on the panel will 
be taken after Information Mini¬ 
ster L. K. Advani, who is now 
abroad, returns. 


Open billiards, 
snooker 

T he Billiards and Snooker Fede¬ 
ration of India intends organi¬ 
sing an open invitation tournament 
at the Bombay Gymkhana, Bombay, 
between February 7 and 22 next 
year. Total prize money will be 

The organisers intend providing 
return air tickets to the players. 
The break-up of the prize money 
is as follows: 

Snooker — tJtal six players — 
winner: £2,600, runner-up £1,500; 
losing semi-finalists: £1,200. High¬ 
est break £300. Guarantee money 
for the last two players £1,000. 

Billiards — total five players — 
winner: £2,100, runner-up £1,400, 
losing semi-finalists £1,200, highest 
break £300. Guarantee money for 
the last player £500. 

It is reliably learnt that Ray 
Reardon (Wales), John Spencer, 
Graham Miles, John Barrie, Nor¬ 
man Dagley, jack Karnehn (all 
England), Cliff Thorburn (Canada) 
and Mohammed Lafir (Sri Lanka) 
have provisionally accepted invita¬ 
tions. 



La|a—'My sons, 
my sons 

fj* EW Indian cricketers have en- 
^ joyed as exciting an existence 
as Lala Amarnath. The original 
stormy petrel thrives on contro¬ 
versy and frequently finds himself 
in the wars. Nothing bothers the 
Lala — on the surface I But at one 
time or the other he has thirsted 
for the blood of journalists who 
may have been critical of his 
actions. 

The sobriquet of swashbuckling, 
substitute skipper — ah, the allite¬ 
ration will warm the cockles of the 
heart of any copywriter — was con¬ 
ferred upon him by the Old Ma of 
Bori Bunder when the mantle of 
captaincy descended upon the Lala 
as Vijay Merchant was unable to 





l-aia swashbuckling 

lead the first Indian team to Aus¬ 
tralia three decades ago. 

The sarcastic reference could not 
endure forever. The Lala led India 
to victory in the inaugural scries 
against Pakistan and was the mana¬ 
ger of V i n o o Mankad’s (ourir's 
who were concerned in an all- 
drawn series with our neighbours 
from across the border. Later, 'he 
Laia, who played his early cricket 
in Lahore, took a Starlets team to 
Pakistan where he is still held in 
high esteem. 

The Lala is still toying with the 
idea of writing an explosive book 
on the game around which his life 
has revolved. The title he had in 
mind wa.s ‘Stormy Petrel.” He may 
now finu t-i.,. "My Sons, My Sons,” 
could be ii 'n“.re topical and com¬ 
mercially •'-i'.'factory title for his 
megnum opus. 

Both Surindei — *‘I converted 


him into a left-handed batsman to 
serve the cause of his country” 
maintains his visionary sire — and 
man-of-the-match Mohinder have 
been an instant success on the cur¬ 
rent tour of Pakistan. They lived 
up to the magic of the Amarnath 
name by the splendour of their 
performance in the one-day interna¬ 
tional at (Quetta in which India 
scored an exciting four-run vic¬ 
tory. 

Brave Hunt 

1 AMES HUNT will be awarded 
** Sweden’s Golden Shield for 
trying to save the life of racing 
driver Ronnie Peterson i h e Ro¬ 
yal Swedish Automobile Club has 
announced. 

Britain’s former world champion 
risked his life to drag Peterson 
from the burning wreck of his car 
following a plle-up seconds after 
the start of the Monza race on 
September 10. The Swedish driver 
died next morning in a Milan hos¬ 
pital. 

In the race, a badly-managed 
start, with the front rows stationary 
while the rear of the field was still 
rolling resulted in a bunching of 
cars just where the track narrows 
after the start-finish line. 

In the resulting melee. Peterson’s 
Lotus was flung into the barrier, 
smashing its front end and ruptur¬ 
ing its petrol tanks. Another car 
then crauied into the side of the 
Lotus, which burst into flames. 

Among the cars in the accident 
was Hunt’s McLaren. He leapt out 
and rushed to the Lotus where 
Peterson was half out of the wreck 
and conscious, but trapped by his 
legs. 

Hunt said later; "Don’t make a 
big hero thing out of this — there 
was nothing else I could do. There 
was only one marshall at the spot 
where it happened and he was try¬ 
ing to put the flames out.’ 

Jarnail's view 

f NDlA’s ace footballer Jarnail 
^ Singh has decided to write his 
autobiography and intends to com¬ 
plete it by the end of this year. 

Jarnail Singh; 42, Joint Director, 
Sports, Punjab, is the only foot¬ 
baller from his State to don natio¬ 
nal colours at the Olympics — 
Rome, 1960. Jarnail says he will 
try to include all his experiences 
while being objective. Born in 1936 
in LyaUpur district, Jarnail played 
in the Santosh Trophy for 16 con¬ 
secutive years. He played for Pun¬ 
jab University and Punjab before 
switching to,Calcutta — home of 
Indian football — in 1958. He play¬ 
ed for Rajasthan Club and then in 
1959 joined Mohun Began. 
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WIN THREE 
SUPER PRIZES 

IN 

SPORTSWEEK-EAGLE 

Spot-the-BaU 
Contest... 7 

FIRST SECOND THIRD 
PRIZE PRIZE PRIZE 



COURTESY : 


EAGLE FLASK PVT. LTD. 

Mark a cross (x) 
where you think 
the bail is 



Eagle HOTLINE Eagle Eagle 

NO. 10 PAIRVAC ARISTOCRAT 


The ball is missing in the picture alongside. 

Just mark a cross (x) where you think the ball is. 
Fill in the coupon and mail your entry to; £PORT$- 
WEEK’s Spot-the-Ball Contest ... 7, SPORTSWEEK. 
1S6 1>, J. Dadajee Road, Bambay-40U 034. 

There is no entry fee. You mav send as many 
entries a.« you like, but each must be accompanied 
by a coupon. Only one Cross (x) should be f arked 
on the picture. 

CLOSING OA.TE: 31s( October. 1978. 

Results will be published in tne issue of 
SPORTSWEEK dated 12th MovCmber. 1978. 

If more ihan one correct entry is received, 
the prize winncr.s will be decided by lot among the 
winners. Otherwise, the entries whii.h are nearer 
the spot will get the second and third prizes. The 
Editor’s decisimt in diis respect vrill be Anal and 
no correspot’dence will be entertained. 
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Some facts 

P AKISTAN played its first offi¬ 
cial Test match against India 
at New Delhi in 19^S3. 

Pakistan’s first Test victory came 
against India at Lucknow in 1952- 
53. Nazar Mohammad scored the 
first century for Pakistan in Test 
cricket with his 124 not out vs In¬ 
dia at Lucknow in 1952-53. 

Khan Mohammad took the first 
wicket for Pakistan in Test cricket. 

Hanif Mohammad and Wuqar 
Hasan put up the first century 
partnership for Pakistan with their 
165 runs second wicket stand in 
the 2nd innings of the Bombay 
Test vs India in 1952-53. 

Pakistan’s highest innings total 
in Tests in 657 for 8 declared vs 
the West Indies at Bridgetown in 
1957-58. 

Pakistan’s lowest innings total 
in Tests is 87 vs England at Lord’s 
in 1954. 


Hanif Mohammad batted for 970 
minutes in Pakistan’s 'second inn¬ 
ings vs the West Indies at Bridge¬ 
town in 1957-58. This is the longest 
innings in first-lass cricket. Hanif 
made 337 runs which is the highest 
individual innings for Pakistan in 
Test cricket 

Gul Mohammad is the only 
player to have played both for and 
against Pakistan. 

A. H. Kardar, Emir Elahi and 
Gul Mohammad are the only Paki- 


of Pak cricket 

stani players who have represented 
two countries in Tests. 

llie youngest player ever to ap¬ 
pear in Test cricket is Mushtaq 
Mohammad who played for Paki¬ 
stan vs West Indies at Lahore, 
1958-59, when he was 15 years and 
124 days old. 

TLaheer Abbas’ first two Test 
centuries were double centuries 
He is the only player, apart from 
England’s W. R. Hammond, to do 
so. 

India’s Polly Umrigar has scored 
most centuries (5) against Paki¬ 
stan in Tests. 

Vijay Hazare scored t h e first 
century against Pakistan in Tests. 
He scared 146 not out for India at 
Bombay 1952-53. 

Polly Umrigar of India became 
the first visiting batsman to score 
a Test century in Pakistan. He 
scored 108 at Peshawar in 1954-55. 

Wasim Bari’s innings of 60 not 
out vs West Indies at Bridgetown 
in 1977 is the third hipest score by 
a No. 11 in Test cricket, behind 
Richard Collinge's 68* and A. E. 
Vogler’s 62. 

Asif Iqbal and Intikhab Alani 
created a record 9th wicket part¬ 
nership in all Tests with their 190- 
run stand vs England at the Oval, 
1%7. 

When Wasim Bari bowled one 
over in England’s second innings 
at Karachi, 1977-78, he became the 
second Pakistani to take off his 


gloves and pads and bowl. Imiiaz 
Ahmed did .so vs India at Dacca 
in 19.54-55. 


In the Karachi Test between 
Pakistan and England 1972-73, 
three batsmen. Mushtaq Moham¬ 
mad, Majid Khan and Denis Amiss, 
got out for 99 each. 

Mudassar Nazar created a new 
world record by reaching three 
figures in the longest time record¬ 
ed. He batted 5.57 minutes to reach 



ZidiecT Abbas . . . double 
tons oidy 
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PaktaMi’i iHMir of Rlory . . . beating Auotralia at Sydney in 1976 and 
Muahlaq huge a mate 


hit irat Tut century v» Englaud 
at Lahoro, 1977-78. 

Nasar Mohammad is the only 
Pakistani opener to hive carried 
his bat through a convleted Test 
innings with no man absent. He 
did so vs India at Lucknow, 19S2-53. 

Imran Khan, with his 25 wickets 
against the West Indies in 1976-77, 
created a record for the moat wic¬ 
kets taken by a Pakistani bowler 
in a Test rubber. 

Hanlf Mohammad, Saeed Ahmed, 
laved Miandad, Majid Khan and 
Wasim Raja are the only Pakistani 
batsman to have scored 500 runs 
or more in a Test rubber. 

G. S. Sobers and R. B. Simpson 
are the only players who have hit 
a centuiY in each innings of a Test 
against Pakistan. 

Hanif Mohammad is so far the 
only Pakistani to score a century 
in each innings of a Test match. He 
scored 111 and 104 vs England at 
Dacca, 1961-62. 

The youngest player to score a 
Test century is Mushtaq Mohammad 
who was 17 years 28 days old 
when he sc.tred 101 vs India at 
New Delhi, 196041. 


Mushtaq Mohammad, with his 
100 not out at Nottingham in 1962, 
became the youngest cricketer 
ever to record a Test hundred in 
England. 

Zaheer Abbas' 274 at Edgbaston 
;n 1971, is the highest score made 
by a player in his first Test in 
England. 

In the Karachi Test vs New Zea¬ 
land in 1969-70, three Mohammad 
brothers — Hanif, Mushtaq and 
Sadiq — appeared together. This 
is the second such instance in all 
Test cricket. 

F a s a 1 Mahmood is the only 
bowler in the histo» of Test cric¬ 
ket to have taken 12 or more wic¬ 
kets in a Test against four coun¬ 
tries. 

Fezil Mahmood and Mushtaq 
Mohammad are the only Pakistani 
captains to have led the country 
to a win in their first Test. 

Sadiq Mohammad and Mushtaq 
Mohammad scored centuries in the 
first innings of the Hyderabad Test 
vs New Zealand in 1976-77 becom¬ 
ing the only pair of brothers, apart 
from the Chappell’s of Australia to 
do so. 

The fastest century for Pakistan 


in Test cricket was scored by Ma¬ 
jid Khan when he reached the 
three figure mark in 115 minutes 
vs New Zealand at Karachi 1976-77. 

A. H. Kardar led Pakistan in 
each of his 23 Tests for this coun¬ 
try. 

Saeed Ahmad scared the festest 
1,000 runs for Pakistan in Tests. 
He did so in only 20 innings. 

Majid Khan is the only Pakistani 
— eleventh in all —• to score a 
century before lunch in a Test. 

The highest partnership for Paki¬ 
stan in Tests is 350 for the 4ih wic¬ 
ket between Mushtaq Mohammad 
and Asif Iqbal vs New 21ealand at 
Dunedin, 1972-73. 

The highest partnership record¬ 
ed in a Test in Pakistan is 308 for 
the 7th wicket between Imtiaa 
Ahmed and Waqar Hasan vs New 
Zealand at Lahore 1955-56. 

Hanif Muhammad scored 628 
runs vs West Indies in 1957-58 —- 
the highest aggregate by a Paki¬ 
stani batsman in a rubber. 

IntUcbab Alam is the only Paki¬ 
stani player to have performed the 
double of scoring 1,000 runs and 
taking 100 wickets in Test cricket. 
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PALMOLIVE'S PAGE FOR CRICKET LOVERS 




POLLY UMRIGAR 

TF ACHES YOU CRICKET... 19 

SUNIL GAVASKAR 

DEMONSrHArF;Si 


FORWARD LEG GLANCE 

Whan to play: When the ball is pitched at a half volley or at least 

farther up than a good length, slightly outside the leg stump. 



How to play: 

Keep the head 
end shoulders 
slightly forward 
and down. 


TFie bat should 
be inclined 
forward with the 
hands forward of 
the blade. 


This kind of 
position of 
the bat helps keep 
the ball down. 


Drop the right 
hand to the base 
of the handle 
for aiding contrdl 
in glancing. 


This stroke can 
fetch good runs 
against fast and 
medium pace 
bowling. 




-V'. > . ^ ■' '-’I 


i. 
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A J^€CO^l>! 

THE m6-47 /fitW TWPHy RAM 
ATBAfiObA ^ VHAymZAf^ANb 
(yUL MOHAMMEbbUrnA/^ OA/S77fN 
535 Mmr£CfOA> THE FOURTH 
WICKET, CnCL THE HIGHEST | 
EAbrA€bCH/b/A/RbCrClACC ■ 
Cb/CKET, M ROHAMMEb CCObEb ^ 
319 WH/IEHAZAbEMAbE288 ^ 
IAI62BMIA/U7EC.80THW£f^ Hi 
FfAMlY CAUGHTEYJAmijE IW 
OFFGAEKWAbWHOGOWlIb V 
710m^.CK.Ajm/5U 
GENTbOWNEO, CC,4B, 

ANb EAmATEAS. 

HOUCAf^ TMEbQ 80WCS&. 


Brouc)ht to Spoi tswei.'k riMclci s by 

Colgate Palmolive, makers of P.ilmolive Sli.ive Crisims 

















A, 
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WEDDING GIFTS! 

Pick from Poompuhar treasures. 






Highly appreciated, 
deeply artistic gift items 
for wradings - or other 
occasions. 

Poompuhar has the widest 
range of utility & decor 
Handicrafts. In ivory, brass, 
metal, wood, stone, cane, 
fabric, batik, lacquerware, 
papier-mache... 


ioomiuhor 

INDIA’S LARGEST HANDICRAFTS 
NETWORK 

• BOMBAY-23; 

Agents-Chetana Pvt. Ltd. 

34. K. Dubash Marg. 

• NEWOELHM; 

C'l, State Emporia Complex, Irwin Road. 

• BANGALORE-1; 

104 h 105, Brigade Road. 

• MAORAS-2; 

166- A & 9A, Anna Salai. and at 
Hotel Taj Co'omandel. 
e ALSO many other places in Tamilnadu 
Tsmilnadu Handicrafts 
Oavalopmant Corpn. Ltd. 

(A Tamilnadu Govt. Enterprise) 
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Coaching camp a flop 


T he coaching camp organised by 
t h e Women Cricket Associa¬ 
tion of India at Jaipur was a flop. 
It was affected, first, by disputes 
and then by heavy rains. 

Barely seventy-two hours after 
the camp began, about sixty play¬ 
ers participating in it staged a 
walk-ouL The trouble started dur¬ 
ing the Executive Committee meet¬ 
ing of the WCAI, after the Asso¬ 
ciation had received repeated re¬ 
quests from the newly-formed play¬ 
ers body — Association of Indian 
Women Cricketers — ‘or represen¬ 
tation in the executive committee 
of the WCAI. 

Players harbouring grievances 
wanted to bring these to the atten¬ 
tion of the WCAI council, and its 
president Chandra Tripathi and 
secretary Ashutosh Sharma acceded 
to the players’ demand asking 
Shanta Rangaswamv to attend their 
executive committee meeting at 
Jaipur. In a letter inviting Ranga- 
swamy to the meeting, the WCAI, 
perhaps erroneously, accorded her 
a membership status 

But, during the meeting, a mem¬ 
ber questioned Rangaswamy’s posi¬ 
tion and her presence; and it then 
turned out that she had been invit¬ 
ed only as an observer. Another 
member objected to her presence 
saying that the provisions of the 


constitution do not permit more 
than sixteen members in the com¬ 
mittee. In the case of the WCAI, 
the constitution would have to be 
amended to include a seventeenth 
person, and one from the players’ 
association, in the executive com¬ 
mittee. 

The department of the members 


of the WCAI executive committee 
so irked Rangaswamy that she 
walked out of the meeting and 
later narrated the insults that she 
had to endure to her h-iends in the 
camp. 

About 45 players of various 
states then decided to boycott the 
evening session of coaching that 
day, and sported black arm-bands 
in protest of the WCAl’s actions. 

— PRAKASH BHANDARI 



Diana Eduiji (left) and Shanta Rangaswamy, both wearing 
Mack arms bands 



Jeff Thetneoa ... a great need 


Thommo joins Packer 


A USTRALIAN Test star 
^ Jeff Thom.son has signed 
a three-year contract with 
Kerry Packer’s World Scries 
Cricket organisation. 

The contract, for on un¬ 
disclosed sum, is valid from 
October 1, when Thomson 
played a charity match with 
other WSC players in Sydney. 

A sun-tanned and appa¬ 
rently relaxed Thomson wa.s 
accompanied by his wife, 
Cheryl, WSC managing direc¬ 
tor Andrew Caro, his solici¬ 
tor Frank Gardner and for¬ 
mer Test captain Ian Chap¬ 
pell at a press conference 
afterwards. 

Hiomson, 28, answered a 
barrage of questions from a 
packed room. He said finan¬ 


cial reasons and the need to 
play against the best cricket¬ 
ers in the world had been 
his reason for joining WSC. 

Thomson added; ‘Tve said 
it over and over again. I've 
financial problems. I’m not 
travelling very smooth at 
all.” 

Thomson added: ”t still 
find within myself a great 
need to play a g i n s t the 
world’s best cricketers and, 
at the moment, the only place 
to play them is right where 
I am. 

"I think it’s the ultimate 
and I’ve got a goal. I’d like 
to be the world’s best bowler 
and I can only do that by 
playing the world’s best bats¬ 
men.” 
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special 

Festival 

Offer 


35 

PER 

CENT 

OFT 

Save Rs. 27 on a 
yearly subscription 
to SPORTSWEEK. 
Pay Rs. 5i instead 
of Rs. 78. 


As a sports lover, a SPORTS- 
WEEK lover, why don’t you 
share the excitement that 
you derive out of SPORTS- 
WEEK each week with your 
near and dear ones? 

To help you do this, we 
would like to offer a special 
discount of 35% on a yearly 
subscription to your favourite 
magazine for anybody YOU 
wish. Which means that your 
gift will repeat itself week 
after week for 52 weeks — 
for only Rs. 51 instead of the 
usual Rs. 78 and you will save 
Rs. 27. 

In addition we will be 
happy to send a beautiful 
D I W A L I/CHRISTMAS/ 
ID card with the first issue 
to the recipient of the gift 
subscription informing him/ 
her of your thoughtfulness. 
Fill in the coupon below and 
return it TODAY with your 
money order receipt no./ 
postal order to: 


Go places... 

G o places ill the sporting world with SPORTS- 
WEEK. Bag a ring side seat to national and inter¬ 
national events, be it cricket, football, hockey, tennis, 
athletics or any game you fancy. You name it . . ■ we’ll 
get you there through our columns of in-depth report¬ 
ing and incisive analysis by expert commentators. 

This year we have two cricket tours ahead — 
against Pakistan and the West Indies. Watch out for 
our special reports with action pics. 

You’ll love SPORTSWEEK — it’s as good as being 
on the spot. In fact, make it a habit. You’ll need it — 
it takes you closer to sport and sportsmen. 


cut herei 

The Circulation Manager, 

SPORTSWEEK, 

156 D, J. Dadajee Road, Bombay-400 034. 
Dear Sir, 

Enclosed is money order receipt no./demand 
draft for Rs. 51/-. Please enter a gift subscrip¬ 
tion on my behalf to; 

NAME- 

ADDRESS_ 

City- 

State 

cut here 

OFFER CLOSES ON DECEMBER 31, 1978 
PLEASE ALLOW A FORTNIGHT FOR 
SUBSCRIPTION TO TAKE EFFECT 

CUt here mmmmmmmmmmmmm 


16 


SPOXT8WBBK, OCTOBEK 8, 1978 




Yorks rebuff 
for Boycott 

G eoff boycott, pisied over 
far the vkeciptoincjr of the 
En|dand cricket teem to tour Aut- 
trelu, has been deposed from the 
leadership of York^re. 

Yorkshire Secretary Joe Lister 
announced that Boycott was being 
replaced as county captain by John 
Hampshire. 

He said; ‘The Yorkshire County 
Cricket Club’ after long and care¬ 
ful consideration, have decided 
that the interests of the club would 
be best served by offering t h e 
captaincy to Hampshire. He has 
accepted. 

“The committee very much hope 
that Boycott will continue to ex¬ 
tend his invaluable services as a 
player and have offered him a two 
years contract to continue as such. 

“They are grateful to him for 
what he has done for the club oyer 
many years and as captain during 
the last eight years.” Lister re¬ 
fused to elaborate on the state¬ 
ment. 

Boycott’s tenancy of 'he cap¬ 
taincy has been a lean period for 
Yorkshire with no major trophies 
falling to them. 

Murray quits 

J OHN MURRAY last week rock¬ 
ed cricket when he revealed 
he has resigned as an England 
Test selector. 

His reason: He feels his policies 
clash with the rest of the panel. 

The England team leave in less 
than a month to defend the Ashes 
in Australia. 

And Murray told me that his de¬ 
cision was made soon after the 
tour party was chosen. A formal 
announcement will be made 
shortly. 

I understand that t h e former 
Middlesex and England wicket¬ 
keeper disagreed with more than 
one tour selection. 

He has constantly felt that more 
responsibility is due to Geoff Boy¬ 
cott, overlooked as vice<aptain for 
Australia. 

Murray was also against the re¬ 
call of Roger Tolchard fur the 
Ashes tour, favouring instead 
David Bairstow. 

Murray last week confirmed his 
resignation to me. But, at this 
stage, he refuses to expand on his 
reasons. 

*T have jiothing to hide, and 
when the ifme is ripe I will openly 
discuss my decision,” he said. 

“As yet, only Alec Bedser and 
TCCB chairman Donald Carr are 



John Murray ... policy clash 


olHcially aware that 1 have resign¬ 
ed. I must discuss it fully with 
them before I say more. 

“There is no chance of me chang¬ 
ing iny mind. The decision Is 
made.” 

Murray was elected to the four- 
man selection panel less than two 
years ago, following the withdrawal 
of Sir Lcn Hutton. 

During this time, England have 
not lost a series, and the selectors 
have won deserved praise for 
blooding new talent such as Ian 
Botham and David Gower. 

It may now be true that Munay 
needs to devote more time to his 
business interests as director of a 
nationwide sports equipment firm. 

His resignation will inevitably 
bring speculation over a successor 
. . . and the man already emerging 
as strong favourite is former Eng¬ 
land captain Ray Illingworth. 

— ALAN THOMPSON 

Cricket in the Gulf 

^EW vistas will be opened to 
sports and sportsmen in the 
United Arab Emirates and Paki¬ 
stan under a UAE-Pakistan joint 
venture now in the final stages. 

It will take off with an exhila¬ 
rating cricket series between Kerry 
Packer’s World XI and the Paki¬ 
stan team next spring. 

At least one of these ‘super 
Test’ lies will be staged in UAE 
most probably in Dubai. The venue 
of the other matches will be 
Karachi or Lahore or both. 

The opening series will be de¬ 


voted to the benefit of two cricket¬ 
ers Hanif Mohammed and Asif 
Iqbal, both of Pakistan. 

The basic concept of the scheme 
is to set up a parmanant fund to 
provide retirement benefita to out¬ 
standing Pakistani sportsmen, par¬ 
ticularly cricketers. 

It is hoped that the opening se¬ 
ries would guarantee around half 
a million rupees each to the Paki¬ 
stani cricketers. 

Throe hanned 

1^ OHINDER AMARNATH, Kar- 
san Ghavri and Madan Lai 
are banned for life from the Lan- 
ca.shirc league cricket. The lea¬ 
gue's committee announced that the 
ban was imposed on the three In¬ 
dian cricketers because they had 
broken their contracts with their. 
clubs, so that they could return in 
India for training in preparation 
for the Pakistan lour. 

A league spokesman explained 
that Madan Lat, who played for 
Enfield, Mohinder (Lowerhouse) 
and Ghavri (Rambottom) had miss¬ 
ed their club’s final matches last 
season, and hence, have been ruled 
out of tne Lancashire league in 
future. 

But the three cricketers were 
confronted with a dilemma. They 
had received cables from the Board 
of Control for Cricket in India 
ordering them to return to India 
for training, which they did. And 
the committee, keeping with t b e 
league’s insistence on professionals 
being available for all matches, 
chose to ban them. 

Titmus resigns 

ipRED TITMUS. 4.S->ear-oId for- 
” mer England and Middlesex 
cff-splnner has resigned from his 
C4,0()0-a-year post as Surrey coach 
through a disagreement with club 
policy. 

He objected to the setting up of 
a special committee by chairman 
Raman Subba Row to look into 
Surrey’s playing strength, a task 
hs considered his own responsibi¬ 
lity. 

"I had no quarrel with the com¬ 
position of the committee^ which is 
a good one, including Jim Laker, 
Ken Barrington and Mickey Ste¬ 
wart, as well as myself and Roger 
Knight, the captain.” he said. 

“What I did object to was that 
it crossed my own job and was to¬ 
tally unnecessary.” 

“Predictably, it reached exactly 
the same conclusions about the 
playing-staff which Roger and I, 
with Alf Gover, the chairman of 
the cricket committee, had come to 
several weeks before.” 

Titmus added; “The fact that 
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Titmus Solng 


Surrey finished 161 h in the cham- 
pionship had nothing to do with my 
resignation.” 

“I warned the committee when I 
took the job in 1977 it would take 
at least two years to produce better 
results and I think next season 
will bear me out.” 

“On my advice, Surrey have 
signed a good young West Indian 
fast bowler, Sylvester Clark, who 
is in the team for their tour of In¬ 
dia, and with several improving 
youngsters of their own, the imme¬ 
diate outlook is more hopeful than 
for years.” 

Titmus went on: “Itierc’s always 
been a funny atmosphere at The 
Oval, and though 1 enjoyed t h e 
challenge of the job, I wasn’t so 
mad keen on it to go’xm commut¬ 
ing 30 miles there and back and 
working 12 hours every day once 
people started meddling." 

Subba Row commented: “Fred’s 
resignation is a pity. We would 
like to thank him for all the time 
and effort he has put in over the 
last two years, and we feel sorry 
that he himself thought the mo¬ 
ment had come to leave us.” 


Knott willing 

A I^N KNOTT, former Kent and 
England wicketkeeper, has de¬ 
cided he would be willing to play 
for his county again next summer. 

Knott’ a "Packer” player, played 
no hrst-class cricket in England 
last season, but Kent retained his 
registration after the county and 
Knott had mutually agreed before 
the start of the 1978 season that he 
would not play. 

Knott, who has spent the sum¬ 
mer working in his sports shop in 
Herne Bay, said: “I would expect 
to be playing for only the first 
half of the season while Paul Down- 
ton is in university. ] wouldn’t 
want to stand in the way of t h e 
development of such a talented 
player.” 

Turner out 

I^LENN TURNER, former New 
^ Zealand captain, is not expect¬ 
ed to play in the Test series 
against the visiting Pakistanis as 
he is becoming a TV commentatot. 

Turner missed the series against 
England as he was busy with his 
benefit match granted to him by 
his English county Worcestershire. 

Hemu on the job 

^OL. HEMU ADHIKARI is now 
^ coaching in the West Zone re¬ 
gion. The national cricket coach is 
in Ahmedabad to train the Gujarat 
school lads and the under-22 
squad. 

The Gujarat State Cricket Asso¬ 
ciation b|.sed at Ahmedabad has 
jumped at the opportunity of ac¬ 
quiring Adhikari’s services. The 
Gujarat trainees are due for a dou¬ 
ble dose as Baroda have waived 
their chance since they had held 
nets under Adhikari last season 
and Gujarat have stepped in to 
take their place. 

Adhikari held a coaching camp 
ill Ahmedabad in September and 
another will be held in November. 
In the interim he will go to Sau- 
rashtra. 


Who will load 
Australia 7 

HE retirement of Bobby Simp¬ 
son, honourably at 42, raises 
the question: Who will lead Aus¬ 
tralia for the ’ashes’ series later 
this year? 

There are three obvious conten¬ 
ders; 

Graham Yallop, of Victoria, who 
has played eight Tests and is wide¬ 
ly tipped as the man to face Mike 
Brearley. Just 25, he is a hard-hit¬ 
ting left-handed batsman who cap¬ 
tured his nation's imagination with 
a fine century in the fifth Test 
against India and followed that 
with a polished tour of the West 
Indies. 

In his precocious Test career, 
he has compiled 641 runs at an 
average of 49.31 and is a cool, as¬ 
sured player. 

Craig Serjeant, of Western Aus¬ 
tralia, was vice-captain for four 
Tests against India, but his form 
was so poor that he was dropped. 
He is a solid driver of the ball and 



Serjeant . . . leader? 

will be more comfortable against 
the pace of the Englishmen than 
the wily spin of the Indian-s. 

Apa't from Gary Cosier, he is 
the most experienced of the pre¬ 
sent batsmen with 12 Tests. 

Peter Toohey, of New South 
Wales, is only 24 but his scores of 
122 and 97 in the fifth Test against 
the West Indies not only stamped 
him as a match winner but as a 
young man of exceptional tempera¬ 
ment. 

In his eight Tests he has proven 
himself a middle-order batsman in 
the mould of Doug Wallers and — 
unlike his predecessor — capable 
of playing straight and grafting 
for survival. 

The dark-horse outsider could be 
Gary Cosier. Hefty, but with a 
suspect hook, he failed to win a 
regular Test place in England last 
year, but he is the most experien¬ 
ced international with 16 Tests. 

The only bowler with serious 
qualifications for the job is Wayne 
Clarke. 

He is a tireless worker and ap¬ 
parently fiercely loyal to the esta¬ 
blishment. In view of Thomson’s 
defection, that could be a powerful 
factor. 



Hemu Adhikari . . . coaching Gujarat schoolboys 
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Last of the red hot coaches 


A LESSON from Robert Lens- 
dorp is an experience. He ex¬ 
pects each student to work hard, 
and he gives maximum effort him¬ 
self. His lessons are spent probing 
and prodding, ^ving his students 
slices and topspTns, short balls and 
long ones, looking for dieir 
strengths and weaknesses. Once he 
finds a weak link, he pounces. He 
often goads his students into 
making changes through insults, 
but when the lesson is over, he 
takes them out for ice cream cones 
to soften them up. Says Anna Ma¬ 
ria Fernandez, “Everyone who has 
taken a lesson from Robert has 
cried at one time or another.” 

Roberta most torturous charac¬ 
ter-building technique is designed 
to develop power and endurance, 
as well as accuracy. When he tells 
his .students it’s time to do “10 
along the baseline,” that means 
they have to run corner to corner 
10 times, smacking halls to the de- 



Laswlorp . . . nobody’s 
boMer now 


sired spot. If he thinks a student 
can do more, he may give out 40 
or 50 along the baseline, adding 
more if they miss or don’t seem 
to be trying hard enough. Some 
cry, others get sick or hyperventi¬ 
late, most end up aiming at Robert 
out of frustration. But they all push 
themselves beyond their normal 
endurance. 

Most of Lansdorp’s students excel 
at the return of serve, and all of 
them develop a lovely topspin 
backhand — some with two hands, 
some with one. If Robert has a 
weakness, it is in teaching a fluid 


service motion to giris, but the 
men he has taught (John Austin 
and Brian Teacher) don’t seem 1o 
have that problem. 

Lansdorp has become the “in” 
coach for promising Southern Cali¬ 
fornia juniors. One boy even flies 
in from Chicago every week-end 
for lessons. Despite the abundance 
of tennis pros in the area, few are 
sought after by the leading junioi?. 
Pancho Segura is the best for tac¬ 
tics, but he holds court at La Costa, 
an hour and a half south of Los 
Angeles. To get a lesson with 
Segoo one often has to phone weeks 
in advance, and staying at the re¬ 
sort is an expensive proposition. 
Bill Bond, who coaches at the La 
olla Beach and Tennis Club, is 
ighl;r respected, and so is Ron Nis- 
sley in Santa Monica, and Paul 
Cohen in Los Angeles. But no¬ 
body’s hotter right now than Tracy 
Austin’s coach Robert Lansdorp. A 
stern taskmaster. Robert is equally 
loiigh on himself. His industrious¬ 
ness, coupled with an uncanny 
sense of recognizing and seizing 
opportunity, have brought this 
handsome 3^year-old Dutch immi¬ 
grant to the top of the tennis 


DRITAIN call up Anne Hobbs of 
Cheshire for her first Wij^t- 
man Cup match against the United 
States at the Royal Albert Hall on 
November 2-4. 

Anne, 19, has progressed rapidly 
enough this year to gain selection 
over rivals who are older and more 
experienced. But her duties in the 
cup clash, which is sponsored by 
Carnation, are certain to be restric¬ 
ted lo the doubles. 

Virginia Wade again captains 
the British team and will be play¬ 
ing in the Wightman Cup for a 
Oth successive year. The Ather 
players are Sue Barker, Michele 
Tyler and Mappin. 

Britain face an uphill battle in 
the first Wightman Cup match to 
be played at the Albert Hall fol¬ 
lowing their 7-0 defeat by the 
Americans last year. And will have 
to meet an even stronger team this 
time. 

The Americans, spearheaded by 
Chris Evert and Billie-Jean King, 
include the two .teenagers, Pam 
Shriver and Tracy Austin for the 
first time. 

Their fifth player is doubles 
specialist Joanne Russell. 

The British girls are determined 
to regain their position after last 
year’s bad results and will be en- 


teaching profession, a. profession 
he never even Lonsidered, until he 
was offered a job at a public park 
in San Diego in 1967. 

Robert’s West End Club now has 
19 courts, including one of the only 
Har Tru courts in Southern Cali¬ 
fornia, and students from middle- 
aged housewives to Robert’s own 
2j-year-old daughter Stephanie. 
(“The second time out she threw 
her racket; that kind of temper 1 
can’t take!”) But the ranking jun¬ 
iors are his bread and butter. 
Having worked %vi(h Tracy Austin 
for more than eight years, Roberts 
finds the kids especially interest- 
ing, seeing traces of Tracy in the 
little ones, wondering whether this 
boy or that girl wlil be like “the 
good little player” with t|>e two- 
handed back-hand and forehand 
who first came to his lesson court 
and the Kramer Club a six year-old. 

Excitement and laughter creep 
into his voice as he talks about 
eight-year-old Stephanie London; 
“She's shown that gutsy kind of 
stuff, you know. I can push her 
into the ground and she won’t give 
in ... . She went home and wrote 
in a book, ‘Sometimes Robert is 
pretty mean, but 1 knew he’s doing 
it to make me a better player . . . ’ ” 
— WORLD TENNIS 


'couraged by home advantage. The 
two countries will be playing for 
the cup for the 50(h time, Britain 
has won the trophy on nine occa¬ 
sions. 

Virginia Wade will also lead 
Britain in the Federation Cup, the 
women’s Internationa] Team Cham¬ 
pionship, in Australia at the end 
of November. There will be three 
players in that team. 

Connors beats 
Borg again 

T IMMY CONNORS repeated his 
US Open Tennis Championship 
victory by beating Wimbledon 
Champion Bjorn Borg 5-7, 6-3, 6-3 
to win the Obras Sanitarias here. 

It was Connor’s third win over 
the Swede this year and, tliis time, 
Borg’s usually uoifiiakeable tem¬ 
perament was 8 main contribution 
to the result. 

A'fter winning the first set, 
Borg’s play declined dramatically 
and, as well as Connors’ powerfully 
aggressive tennis, he seemed trou¬ 
bled by a noisy crowd and several 
questionable line calls. 

Borg lost three services on dou¬ 
ble faults, one of which gave Con 
nors the secoqd set and the two 
others coming at crucial stages in 
the final set. 


Anne Hobbs for Wightman Cup 
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The Dutch are supreme 


*VIIE Women’s World Cup, named 
after Mrs. Josselin de Jong, an 
PIH member from Holland, had for 
the third championship ten top na¬ 
tions of the world battling for 
supremacy. 

The credit of successfully con¬ 
ducting this colourful event goes 
to the Spanish Hockey Association 
who prganised the tournament at 
Madrid. Keeping in view the over¬ 
all aspects, one finds the place lias 
a unique quality of its own. The 
climate was good, tourist attraction 
spots many and other arrange¬ 
ments sadsfactory, though each 
team was asked to shoulder their 
own food and medical expenses. Ac¬ 
commodation and conveyance to the 
ground was provided by the organi¬ 
sers. To ask visiting teams to fend 
for themselves was an unpreceden¬ 
ted event. It was not so much of a 
problem for the European teams, 
as their overall expenses were 
much less as compared with those 
of the other nations like India and 
Japan. 

The championship was declared 
open a day after the tournamem 
had already begun, as the Queen of 
Spain, H. M. La Reina de Espana, 
who was to officially declare the 
tournament open on September 16, 
arrived only the next day. 

The opening match of the tour¬ 
nament was played between West 
Germany and Belgium. The Ger¬ 
man girls, trained to the minute, 
barely managed to scrape througli 
with a narrow 1-0 win. Favourites 


Germany’s main opponent, and 
strong contenders for the cup, was 
Holland, placed in pool ‘B’. Ger- 
many had a cake-walk against 
Nigeria, beating the only African 
entrant 10-1. In their fourth match, 
althou^ the sturdy German girls 
exhibited good control over the 
game, their 7-0 mat gin over .Spain 
was a bit flattering. Contrary to 
what the match score indicates, the 
game produced a keen tussle bet¬ 
ween the two teams with Germany 
making the most of their chances. 
Earlier, the Germans had humbled 
japan 4-0. Germany topped pool 
‘A’ with eight points from four 
matches followed by Belgium with 
four points. 

In pool *B’ Holland began their 
campaign with a deserving 4-1 vic¬ 
tory over India. Tlic Indian girls 
fought gallantly but could not con¬ 
tain the powerful Dutch girls, who, 
with their vast experience on the 
astroturf, their hit-and-run brand 
of hockey and the 3-.%3-l formation 
which suited them well, found 
little difficulty in defeating the In¬ 
dians. The Dutch girls had already 
laid strong claims for the World 
Cup with their sterling perfor¬ 
mance in the European Cup, ear¬ 
lier this year. With further wins 
over last World Cup finalists 
Argentina, Canada and Czechoslo¬ 
vakia, Holland easily topped pool 
*B’ with eight points, followed by 
Argentina with six points. 

Holland played Belgium and 
Germany took on Argentina in the 
semi-finals, and quite expectedly. 


Germany and Holland qualified 
for the final, each team winning 
1.-0 over their semi-fiuai rivals. The 
Holland-Germany final was a rou¬ 
sing encounter with the Dutch girls 
dominating die game after taking 
the lead in the second half off a 
penalty-corner goal scored by Toos 
Bax. The Germans, fast on their 
feet, launched several counter¬ 
attacks but failed to make the most 
of the opportunities that came ihqir 
way. They lost several chances as 
short corner shots were not stop¬ 
ped correctly. This was due to the 
fact that as the ball approached the 
striker, it would inexplicably veer 
away. 

Due credit, however, must be 
given to the Dutch officials. The 
Dutch team had planned their 
training and conditioning over the 
past three years in a well organi¬ 
sed programme. This training stood 
them in good stead as they coasted 
to virtory in the finals with tlTe 
huge crowd roaring ’’Holland! 
Holland!” in appreciation of their 
fine game. Two piayer.s, Mattheu- 
seus Fikkers Maria, the Dutch cap¬ 
tain, and Cathy Woudenberg 
Schroder stood out with tiicir su- 
peril performances. 

In pool *A’, although Belgium 
lost their first game to Germany, 
they never let this setback bother 
them. They defeated Nigeria 1-0 
in their next outing, and then upset 
Spain by the same margin in a 
hard match. However, they were 
shocked .1-2 by lowly-rated Japan. 
Thus (hey obtained four points 
from four matches, and Spain, who 
also had four points, played-off 
with Belgium to decide the second 
continued on p 2.'> 



The Dutch team . . . clean sweep of the tournament 
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Why India fared SO 





^ >Aferid Cup 
M Madrid 1978 

from p 23 

position in pool 'A*. Belgium won 
diis match to qualify for the semi¬ 
finals. 

Japan, the ^ond Asian entry, 
played methodically and improved 
with each outing. They lost 4-0 to 
Germany and 2-1 to Spain, but 
shocked Belgium 3-2 and defeated 
Nigeria 2-1, to stand fourth in 
pool ‘A*. 

Nigeria, the African entry, was 
the weakest team losing all their 
matches — 1-10 to Germany, 0-1 to 
Belgium, 1-5 to Spain and 1-2 to 
Ja|>an. 'Aiey were the only team to 
finish without a point, but they had 
the consolation of scoring three 
goals in their four matches. 

The tiitel in pool 'B* was stiver 
with Argentina and Holland ulti¬ 
mately making the semi-final grade. 
The strong Argentinian team were 
unfortunate in losing 0-1 to Ger¬ 
many in the semi-final. In their 
pool matches they beat Canada t-O 
easily and scraped 2-1 past In^a 
before scoring another narrow 2-1 
win over Czechoslovakia. However, 
they lost 1-2 to Holland and finish¬ 
ed second in the pool with six 
points to their credit. 

Canada were fourth in their 
pool, securing ,hree points. They 
beat Czechoslovakia ZO, drew 1-1 
with India and iost 0-1 and OB res¬ 
pectively to Argentina and Hol¬ 
land. India, who stood third in 
pool ‘B’ startl'd on a wrong note 
going down 1-4 to Holland in their 
opening encounter and 1-2 to 


B NDIA’s dismal performance at 
^ Madrid was the result of some 
factors wdiich the players were not 
used .to. 

Astroturf posed the biggest pro¬ 
blem. Although they pl^ed six 
matches, and won all six, in 
France, Holland and Spain as pre¬ 
paration for the World Cup, they 
could not cope up with the stron¬ 
ger and more experienced teams 
on such playing surfaces. For one 
match, in fact, during the World 
Cup, the field was not watered and 
the rubber studs, specially used for 
playing on astroturf, began to melt 
owing to the heat and many of the 
girls got blisters on their feet. 


Argentina in their second match. 
They, however, drew 1-1 with 
Canada and beat Czechoslovakia 
2-1 and thehr third position was 
only due to a better goal averaged 

V 

Czechoslovakia were the most 
unfortunate team. They played wift 
plan and purpose, but dame-for¬ 
tune never seemed to smile on 
them. The hefty Czech girls were 
quite impressive in the mid-field 
but lacked the sharp finish which 
is so important for scoring goals 
and winning matches. 

After the finals, the closing cere-- 
mony was rather emotional. The 
players exchanged souvenirs and 
articles as parting remembrances, 
and soon after the formalities were 
concluded, a cairn descended upon 
the Somontes astroturf stadium as 


Food wu proUea 

Since the gii^ could BOf Mf 
ned food stuff all the time, and 
they could nm afford to pay for 
meals in hotels owing to lack of 
finances, the playm preferred to 
remain hungry. 

The Madrid weather appeared 
to be too cold for the Indians, and 
when they had to play matches 
early in the morning the chill 
affected their game. 

Finally, umpiring was enigma¬ 
tic. Different interpretation of the 
rules upset the players. This was 
also resented by other teams too 
who suffered on this account. 


the teams trooped off to their 
waiting buses. 

The final positions: 

1. Holland 

2. Germany 

3. Argentina and Belgium (de¬ 
clared joint third) 

5. Canada 

6. Japan 

7. India 

8. Spain 

9. Czechoslovakia 

10. Nigeria. 

S. A. S. NAQVI 



AjcDdm* makes a goalline save in India’s match against Holland 
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Come now, 

P RITHIPAL SINGH, the general 
secretary of the Punjab Hoc¬ 
key Association, is weeping and 
gnashing his teeth, so to say. Rea¬ 
son? The image of Punjab hockey, 
in his view, nas gone down con¬ 
siderably over the last few years 
when the State has failed to win 
the national championship. 

In a letter to the Pun^b Chief 
Minister, Prakash Singh Badal, he 
has bewailed Punjab’s degenera¬ 
tion in hockey and has attributed 
this mainly to the drain of talent 
from the State. Ho said that pro¬ 
mising. players should be given 


good jobs in he State, or else Pun¬ 
jab will not be able to regain its 
lost position. 

It is all right for Prithipal Singh 
to plead for the provision of job 
opportunities to Punjab players. 
But should he be lachrymose 
about the so-called drain? The for¬ 
mer Olympian should realise that 
Punjab’s talent is not going down 
the drain but is being utiliised well 
by national institutions like Indian 
Airlines and Indian Railways. 

He should, in fact, be proud and 
gather inspiration from the fact 
that eight players from Punjab 
played in the recent national hoc¬ 
key final — Surjit Singh, Ranbir 
Singh, Sukhbir Singh Grewai and 
Gurucharan Singh for the trium¬ 
phant Indian Airlines and Pramod 
Batia, Gurudevender Sin|^, Varin- 
der Singh and Omkar Singh for 
the Railways. Prithipal Singh could 
even consider Airlines’ victory as 
that of Punjab, for it was Surjit, 
Ranbir and Grewai who were the 
most prominent players in the vic¬ 
torious side. 

Even so, which State has won the 
national championship in recent 
times? Services won the title in 
1973. In the next three years. Rail¬ 
ways were triumphant. Last year, 
the Railways shared the title with 
Airlines. And this year, the Air¬ 
lines have emerged outri^t win¬ 
ners. 

In the last ten years, Punjab has 
been the only Slate outfit to win 


Prithipal 

the national title. They won it front 
1968 through 1972 (jointly with 
Railways in 1972). It was probably 
Punjab s successes in the nationals 
that helped their players get jobs 
with institutions like the Airlines 
and the Railways. 

.If Prithipal Singh must lament, 
it should be over Punjab’s poor 
show in the national at Madurai. 
It was sad that Punjab failed even 
to qualify for the quartet-finals. 
Not that the Punjab team was not 
strong. In fact, it was so strong that 
Swinder Singh, who did extremely 
well for India in the Junior World 


Cup qualifying conipetition at 
Kuala Lumpur last year, did not 
get a chance to play for Punjab. 
But Punjab strug^ed in an ungain¬ 
ly manner against Madhya Pradesh 

— they wasted 15 penalty corners 

— before prevailing over them by 
a long corner goal. They lost to 
Delhi 1-2 and were beaten to a 
quarter-final place by Bhopal who 
held them 1-1. 

In comparison, Tamil Nadu and 


Bhopal did not look strong. While 
five of Tamil Nadu's players were 
with the Railways, Bhopal had 
four of theirs in the Airlines team. 
But both Tamil Nadu and Bhopal 
proved to be powerful. Tamil Nadu, 
who beat Bhopal in the quarter¬ 
final round, gave off such an out¬ 
standing performance that Airlines 
had a harrowing time before they 
eventually qualified for the final. 
Tamil Nadu played as a well-knit 
team, showing tremendous pluck 
and spirit. Punjab, rich talent-wise, 
did not. That was unfortunate. 
Maybe Punjab lacked sufficient 
training, with the Stale Association 
decided to enter the competition 
late, after going to court against 
the Indian Hockey Federation. 
Maybe ail was not well within the 
Punjab team. If so, Prithipal Singh 
would do well to institute a probe 
into that, instead of prattling about 
talent drain. 

Prithipal Singh, in his letter to 
the Punjab Chief Minister, has re¬ 
portedly also claimed that hardly 
one or two players from Punjab 
are selected to represent India in 
international and Olympic tourna¬ 
ments. This is far from true. 

There were four Punjab players 
— Baidev, Varinder, Sukhbir Singit 
Grewai and Surinder Singli — in 
the Indian team at the recent Bue- 
nos Aires World Cup tourney One 
finds J4 Punjabi players among the 
42 probables announced by the In¬ 
dian Hockey Federation for the 
coaching camp prior to the Bang¬ 
kok Asian Games, to be held in 
December. And there were five 
Punjabi player-s in the 19-slrong 
Indian junior team that toured 
West Germany recently. 

If anything, Punjab appears to 
be getting a bigger share of the 
cake than any other State — almost 
always. 

— SW Corre^ioodeal 





*‘Ain I to understand tknt yon didn^t cntirtly agree 
with my last Uae call decision? ** 



Prithipal watches as Punjab Sports Director Balbk Singh 
meets Scale’s juniors .... what drain? 
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Entry coupons available at 
prominent retail outlets also 


Antwcf tha following & quoitions and write a crisp slogan 
in atwut 10 words. 
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PURCHASED DURING THE CONTEST PERIOD TO 

-SPORTSWEEK GEEP CRICKET OUlZ CONTEST. POST BOX 

NO. 117. ALLAHABAD" SO AS TO REACH BY 20TH OCTOBER 1978. 



1. Entry coupons must ba 
properly flllsd in without 
correction or overwriting, 
otherwise these will not be 
entertained. 

2. The decision of the judges 
will be final and binding 

in all respects. 


Hama 

1st Prize: ^ 

Return Air ticket to New York or 
Rs. 8500/' in cash. 

2nd Prize: , 

Return A'r ticket to Rome or 
Rs. 6500/- in cash. 

3rd Prize: 

Rs. 4500/-. in cash. 
Consoiation Prizes: 
lOOAnnual subscriptto>is to 
Sportsweek. 

too Geep'524 toiches with 
Cells. 


* $ae/eet to Govt, travel regulations 


1. In which yaerwas the lest Indo Pak _ 

series field and where 7 ■ 

2. Who were the rival Captains in the _ 

last senes 7 - ■ 

3. Which team will win the fonhcoming _____ 
series 7 

4. Who will score tha mesimuffl number . 

of runs end capture maximum wickets . 

in the forthcoming tests 7 . - - - - 

5. Who will win the maximum number of _________ 

tosses in the forthcoming tests 7 

(Complete the following eentence In about 10 wonia’., 
I use Gaep Hilifa or Gasp 99 Panlits Celle because ______ 

Name (BLOCK LETTERS): „ 

Address (BLOCK LETTERS): . 

' agree to abide by the rules of this QUIZ-CONTEST. 


Slgneiwre 


3. No responsibility will be 
accepted for delayed 
receipt/non-raceipt or 
misplacement ol entries. 

4. The Directors and 
employaasol G.F.I.Ltd.. 
Inquilab Publications and 
Starling Advertising Private 
Limiter} are not eligibia to 
enter tne contest. 


f 

Sportsweek—Indiaa leading 
sports publication. 

Geep Celia—Highest value 
for your money. 


s. Each entry must be 
accompanied with 
M.O. receipt for New 
Annual Subscription to 
Sportsweek or Cash Memo 
lor four Gaep Hilifa Cells 
or four Gaep 99 Penlite 
Calls purchased during the 
contest period I.e. Sept. 25th 
-Oct. 20th‘7B 

6. First/Sacond/Third Prizes 
only would be announced 
through the press. 
Consolation Prize winners 
would be informed by post. 

7. The contest closes on 
October 20,1978. Entries 
received altar that data 
will not be entertained. 
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Rana's record-breaking debut 


C HALKING up iranscendenta) 

performances Western Rail¬ 
way's Mohinder Singh Rana made 
a splashing debut in the Inter- 
Railways Aqugtic Championships 
at Bombay. 

Rana, formerly of Indian Navy, 
did not only notch up a meritorious 
record-breaking freestyle grand 
slam, but also won the 100 m. 
backstroke event and anchored the 
freestyle sprint relay quartet in a 


and had to challenge seasoned 
swimmers like South Eastern's 
Asis Das and Eastern’s B. Dey 
Chowdhury. Undaunted by the 
situation, Rana overtook Chow¬ 
dhury with a speedy and powerful 
‘tumble’ turn, and caught up with 
Das 50 m. away from the finish. It 
was indeed a superlative effort by 
Rana. 

After having been beaten to 
third place in the longer 200 m. 


backstroke event Rana made 
amends in the 100 m. lowering tbe 
colours of seasoned backsirokors 
like Jatan Sidia and Asis Das with 
a fine timing of 1 min. 11.0 secs. 
Rana's record-breaking performan¬ 
ces in freestyle were; 59.4 secs. 
(100 m.), 2 mins. 11.4 secs. (200 
m.}, 4 mins. 47.4 secs. (400 m.) 
and 19 mins. 23,5 <1,500 m,). 

Another golden debut was made 
by Delhi’s veteran diver Babu Ram 
Saini, who is now with Northern 
Railway, in high board platform 
diving. The spring board diving 


thrilling victory. 

Rana was streets ahead of his 
rivals in the freestyle events with 
rhythmic and powerful stroking 
accentuated by his well timed 
‘fumble* turns which gave him an 
added advantage at each turn. Only 
in the shorter 100 m. event was 
there a semblance of a challenge 
from Eastern Railway’s B. Dey 
Chowdhury. 

He bagged five gold and a 
bronze medal in the individual 
events in addition to a gold and 
two bronze in the relays. A.s if lhi.s 
wasn't enough, Rana played a slel 
lar part as a moving forward in 
Western Railway’s victory in the 
waterpolo event. 

Rana’s best effort came in the 
concluding event of the meet, the 
4 X 100 m. freestyle relay. Western 
Railway were placed third when 
Rana plunged for the anchor Jap, 



Netai Purkait . a crcfUtable double 



was won by his team mate Ashnk 
.Sharma. 

I'wo other swimmers to chalk up 
golden doubles were Madhur Hai¬ 
der (S.E.) and Netai Purkait (Eas¬ 
tern) in the breast stroke and but¬ 
terfly stroke respectively. Nelai’s 
double is more creditable for he 
was strongly challenged by his 
twin brother Gaur and Yang Chin 
Shin (Western). 

Yang Chin Shin, who was second 
in both butterfly stroke events, 
made reparation in the 400 m. in¬ 
dividual medley. He was trailing 
behind both Purkait brothers at the 
end of the butterfly and back¬ 
strokes. But a superlative effort in 
the breaststroke, a .style alien to 
him. saw Yang Chin Shm draw 
level and took the lead in the final 
freestyle burst for a very conifcrl- 
able victory. 

Easiern Railway won the team 
title with a tally of JOS points. 
Western were a creditable .second 
with an aggregate of 92 points, 22 
more than their nearest rivals 
Soulh Eastern. 


Kmia . ... It mdaabiag ddnil nod a freestyle ‘grand slam’ 


— HOSEY MISTRY 
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Sheel takes the honours 


K een rivalry has addeii spice 
to the tussle for supremacy 
between collegian Sheel V. Parekh 
and schoolgirl Jayshree J. KapaSia 
in the swimming pool. Sheel just 
managed to snatch the women’s in¬ 
dividual honours in the Ahmedabad 
District Championships and then 
repeated it in the recently conclu¬ 
ded Gujarat Slate Aquatic Cham¬ 
pionships at the Sardar Patel pool. 


Both are freestyle exponents and 
as a result of their intense rivalry 
the records keep being erased. 



Sheel Parekh 


Sheel with Jayshree in close pur¬ 
suit hioke three records in the 
state event — the 100, 200 and 400 
tneti'i's freestyle and came up tops 
in (he 100 metres breaststroke with 
second placed Gira M. Gandhi not 


being able to pose a serious chal¬ 
lenge. 

Schoolgirl Nirmita B. Desai has 
plunged into the pool four times 
and has surfaced wntb a new record 
each time this season. Her specia¬ 
lity is the 100 metres backstroke. 

Smoothly stroking Mihir H. Josh'i 
has shot to the top in the long dis¬ 
tance freestyle events. The Ahme¬ 
dabad schoolboy has posted new 
marks for the 400 and 1,500 metres 
in the Ahmedabad District and the 
State championships. 

Gujarat star Himanshu K. Patel 
seems to be on the downward 
curve. He had the mortification of 
finishing third in the men’s tOO 
metres freestyle, but the versatile 
swimmer comfortably claimed the 
individual honours after his succes- 
ses in the 200 metres freestyle and 
the 100 and 200 metres butterfly. 

For the first time Ahmedabad's 
total domination was broken. Raj- 
kumar College, Rajkot schoolboy 
Jaisinh Jadeja with a neat crawl 
won the 100 metres backstroke. The 
other district swimmers have also 
made their presence felt and quite 
a few of them figured in the 
honours list. 
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Equality for women? 


W OMEN have every right to 
have equal facilities and op¬ 
portunities to be fit and useful to 
the society. 

Girls can take part in physical 
activities from childhood and may 
even compete with the same age 
group of boys, say, upto puberty. 

Physically, women in general are 
lighter, less mascular, smaller and 
more fragile than men They have 
le.s.s muscle to total body weight 
and a faster heart rate for the 
same amount of oxygen carried 
through the body. They also have 
longer trunl s in relation to legs 
and a lower centre of gravity. On 
the whole, the results of athletic 
training in women are as good as 
in men. In exercises such as long 
jump, a girl of eleven may cover 
double the distance of a boy of the 
same age. But there still remain 
two cardinal debatable phenomena 
in females in .sports and games, 
viz., effects of pregnancy and men- 
■Mruatioii on athletic performances. 

.\ctivc sp(»rtswomen have a shor¬ 
ter labour and controlled exercises 
{e g., walking, dancing, gymnastics, 
. 1 are now recommended univer¬ 


sally throughout pregpancy. In fact, 
sportswomen are likely to perform 
even better after a childbirth since 
9 to 10 months of arduous natural 
training of rearing the baby in the 
womb helps in conditioning their 
system like a well-trained athlete. 
The girls also mature earlier titan 
boys of comparable ages, altiiough 
they are susceptible to more strains 
and sprains due to fragility of 
bones and less muscular power, 
specially if they are not trained 
properly. As regards menstruation, 
the mociern sports physicians do not 
even recommend stoppage of swim¬ 
ming (gynaecologists may differ 
for fear of infection) or gymnastic 
lessons during periods. According 
to them, it is more of a psychologi¬ 
cal effect besides the sanitary pro¬ 
blem because of the difficulty in 
wearing dresses during menstrua¬ 
tion that hinder activity. 

The tendency of postponing men¬ 
struation because of impending 
competition is not advisable for the 
simple reason that it prolongs the 
premenstrual tension thereby re¬ 
tarding the level of performance 
at (hat time. — Dr. Alok Ghoah 
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Raw deal for 

C onscious of fhe Table Tennis 
Federation of India’s move to 
field the same junior boys and 
girls who are being sent to Tpkyo 
and Seoul respectively for coach* 
ing there next month, in the Asian 
tournament to be held in Singapore 
in November, the Indian Table 
Tennis Players Association has ap¬ 
pealed to we TTFI to send senior 
players instead for this major inter¬ 
national competition. 

ITTPA president Manjit Dua, 
the national champion and India’s 
No. 1, while revealing this, said he 
hoped the TTFI would reconsider 
its stand. 

An official very close to the top 
brass in the federation, however, 
told this correspondent that the 
TTFI executive committee, who 
would be meeting in Shillong on 
October 14, were not likely to 
budge. He said the federation just 
could not send senior players, who 
had not done well in the last 
world championships in Barmin- 
gham, to any major international 
competition abroad again. Such a 
stand by the TFFI, he said, was 
only in line with the Government's 
view in this regard. He said it 
would be only correct to promote 
youngsters instead. 

A senior player, reading to the 


the seniors? 

n’Fl’s move, said the TTFI could 
only be considered foolhardy if 
they went ahead with .such a move. 
It would be wrong to judge t h e 
senior players on their perfor¬ 
mance at Birmingham, he said. 
After the conflict between players 
and the TTFI in a Delhi tourney, 
the TTFI delayed the decision to 
send the team for the Birmingham 
tourney. And the players, who had 
little time for training, left with 
their morale greatly shatter^ and 
spirits pretty low. Naturally, they 
could not do well there, he said. 

Junior players deserve to be en¬ 
couraged, but they should not be 
thrown to the wolves as, he feared, 
they would be inevitable if asked 
to compete with top senior players 
in Asia. 

Manjit Dua believed that Indian 
players would be able to hold their 
own again.si top players in the 
world if only they were given the 
opportunity of taking part in the 
European circuit for a couple of 
years. He said there were regular 
top-class tournaments in European 
countries for four or five months 
at a stretch and Indian players 
could benefit immensely by parti- 
cipating in them. 

He said that once, on his return 
after taking coaching in Korea, he 


had talked about such participa¬ 
tion with T. D. Ranga Riunanujan, 
the president of the TTFI, and the 
federation chief bad assured him 
that he would do his best to send 
Indian players to the European cir¬ 
cuit. But nothing had materialised. 

How much participation in Euro¬ 
pean circuits could help a player, 
he said, could be seen from the 
case of l^smond Douglas of the 
UK. Douglas was not » great 
player when he last saw him, but 
now, after playing in European 
tournaments, he has risen to the 
No. 3 position in Europe. 

— TOP SPINNEB 

Family hat-trick 

T he Gomes family has set a re 
markable record In the Ahme-' 
dabad collegiate Table Tennis 
tournament in Ahmedabad. They 
did the family hat-trick. 

Alex, a Nav Gujarat Commerce 
student, confounded (he experts by 
taming Pranav Desai and then Dha- 
val Desai, two players who tare 
quite well in the T.T. circuit in the 
state, to lift the men’s title. His 
sister, Elizabeth met with little 
opposition and claimed the wiv 
men’s title and then Klizabeih pair, 
ed with Dorothy to claim the wo¬ 
men’s doubles and enable Sahaja- 
nand college to emerge supreme. 

The trio won three of the four 
titles at stake — a unique reci>rd 
by any calculation. 


Rich haul by Vyas 


T here was a trophy deluge at 
the Biharilal Kanhailal hall. 
Suketu Vyas won the fourth (rank¬ 
ing) table tennis tournament in 
Gujarat when he won the Kumar 
Club men’s singles final and got a 
rich harvest of three ironies, 
while the juniors were kept satis¬ 
fied with token gifts. 

Suketu’s competent service and 
a lop spin barrage gave the indi¬ 
cations that he would blank out 
Baroda’s Prashsnt Mehta In the 
third final in which the pair have 
met. Prashant. however, solved die 
intricacies of his rival’s service 
and launched an offensive that had 
Suketu retreating from the table 
and under pressure the State 
Bank stalwan rarely brought his 
top spin into play and was extend¬ 
ed. Ine fourth game was a superb 
tussle, made more so by the unex¬ 
pected change in fortunes, until 
Suketu clinched i h e issue to 
emerge a 2M2, 21-9, 19-21, 21-19 
winner. 

A grandmother as a baby sitter 
helped Suketu’s wife Pragna to 


concentrate, and eliminate t h e 
Chrient Club champion and second 
seeded Swathi Sathaye at the 
quarter-final stage. 

The women’s title was claimed 
by Mala Sheth, who has come out 
of a two-yeai’ retirement this sea¬ 
son and humbled Baroda’s Smita 
Dalvi. who has won three titles Ibis 
season, 21-19, 21-lS in the semi¬ 
finals. The fourth seeded Mala ex¬ 
perienced little difficulty in annihi- 


SPORTINQ SAM . . . 


lating third graded riiaiidrtka 
Jhulasfia (Baroda) 21-9, 2M4 in 
ihe final. 

It has been a triumphanr cam¬ 
paign for Ahmedabad's Niiuj Oak. 
He claimed his third successive 
sub-junior boys title and went on 
to pouch the junior’s title for the 
first lime. He teat Vikram Kenyan 
(Ahmedabad) 21-16, 21-16 for the 
tiny tots event and defeated Nimesh 
Chauhan (Anand) 21-15, 17-21, 
21-16 in the senior final. 

PATRICK RUSSr.r. 


. . . by Reg Wootton 
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Will India have the last laugh? 


P AKISTAN’S cricket has been' 
purged of the influence of 
Abdul Hafees Kardar, who could 
adopt rabidly anti-Indian postures 
at the drop of a hat, Fazal Moh- 
mood and Idres Beg who was tar¬ 
red and feathered by Donald Carr’s 
MCC tourists for outrageously par¬ 
tisan decisions. The impropriety of 
the unprecedented sneak attack on 
an international umpire was dis¬ 
missed with a shrug of the shoul¬ 
ders by the puritanical martinets 
of Lord's. Eatreme provocation pro¬ 
vided the extenuating circumstan¬ 
ces for a childish prank of which 
riotous freshmen may not have 
been ashamed and friend Carr con¬ 
tinued to enjoy the confidence and 
respect of the MCC for his un¬ 
doubted administrative abilities. 

Bedi and his bo^ may not run 
headlong into hostile umpiring — 
incidentally, that was the incredible 
lot of Indian hockey during the 
controversial reign or Ashwini Ku¬ 
mar — on their current tour. But 
our spinners, the finest in the 
world, may find the unresponsive 
alien pitches a more intolerable 
yoke to bear than any controversial 
umpiring decision which is gene¬ 
rally accepted as part and parcel 
of the game. 

Pitches prepared to suit the 
home side are an anticipated ha¬ 
zard or. should one say, hardship 
for any touring side. Our attempts 
to doctor the wickets to bring out 
the best in our bowlers backhred 
and Greig's England team chalked 
up runaway victories at the Kotia, 
Eden Gardens and Chepauk to win 
the series. But will India have the 
last laugh on Pakistan? 

Mushtaq Muhammad, the only 
survivor of the last all-drawn series 
between the two countries, has 
been reinstated as the captain of 
Pakistan. He and Bedi are old 
friends and colleagues. Bedi played 
under his leadership for Nor- 
thants. And when the new county 
set-up gave the left-arm spinner a 
shoddy deal, Mushtaq promptly re¬ 
signed the captaincy. There is a 
strong bond ot friendship between 
professional cricketers. It is best 
illustrated in the manner in which 
they rally to the aid of each other 
to make testimonial matches a 
financial success without so much 
as even asking for appearance 
money. 

Quite obviously, Polly Umrlgar 
has asserted himself on the seJK- 
tion committee. Adiok Mankad and 
Madan Lai were dismissed without 
a trial, while Brijesb Patel did 
little to convince even his staun¬ 
chest supporters that he was worth 
his plwe on the touring squad. 


Kapil Dev, who has a lot of good 
cricket in him, shaped well, while 
D h i r a j Parsana toiled in vain. 
Ghavri will have to watch out. I 
can’t see Mohinder Amsrnadi be¬ 
ing dropped to accommodate Kapil 
Dev. Yashpal Sharma has got a 
break. But he will have limited 
opportunities for a Test cap on the 
tour. 

Influential backroom boys can 
drive cricket captains up the wall 
in any home .series. Board secre¬ 
tary Ghulam Ahmed could tell you 
some interesting tales about such 
interference, 1 am sure. The proxi¬ 
mity of the two countries will ex¬ 
pose Bedi to this type of danger 
on (he tour of Pakistan. The de¬ 
mand for visas to visit Pakistan 
for the series grows. Bedi will need 
more protection from the armchair 
critics, the busy-bodies who can be 
most active when things are going 


not find a place in the inaugural 
women's Olympic competition at 
Moscow. 

The base for women’s hockey in 
India has been broadened since the 
post-Folkestone Festival rift bet¬ 
ween the AIWHA and the break¬ 
away WHFI, which tried to usurp 
the original body's powers, was 
patched up by the intervention of 
Patiala, the then chairman of the 
AICS, almost two decades ago. We 
have turned out a iot of good 
players. But 1 do not believe that 
we will ever turn out a centre- 
forward with the lethal finishing 
power of Yvonne Smith. I am sure 
that blokes like Gentle, Pritbipal 
and Surjit Singh would not have 
been ashamed to claim her penalty-. 
corner shots as their own I 

Men’s hockey in India has been 
downgraded; women’s hockey is 
yet to attain the high spots. But the 
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Indtan girla hi iwrsah at Madrid . . . fihey fioisfaed seventh 


wrong, than from autograph-hun- 
ters, bevies of beauties and bootleg¬ 
gers! Baroda and* Man Singh will 
have a tough job on their hands to 
provide this . protection which is 
essential for a touring party whose 
Australian wounds have healed. 
CACRU MENEZES. a victim of 
the parochialism and horse-tra- 
ding tHat characterised the choice of 
the reserve playen on a national 
representative side in the past, 
must have followed the fortunes of 
the Indian team in the World Ci’o 
Women’s Hockey Tournament at 
Madrid with more interest than 
most enthusiasts. The former goal- 
keeper’s daughter, Ermina, had 
fulfilled the family ambition of an 
international cap. 

The Indian girls, who did extre¬ 
mely well at Cannes, missed the 
last competition. They fought one 
losing battle after another against 
superior odds at Madrid. But their 
greatest sorrow must have been 
their 0-3 defeat by Japan where 
women’s hockey is centred round 
the campus of a single college. 
Now even if the FIH agrees to re¬ 
gional representation, India will 


rest of the world still seems to 
have tremendous respect for our 
players and coaches. Kartar Singh, 
who attended the Moscow Trade 
Fair, has been signed on by Russia 
to coach both their men’s and wo¬ 
men’s teams for the Moscow Olym¬ 
piad, I am told. Kartar, a meniber 
of the original NIS ad hoc coach¬ 
ing cla.s$. has coached in Japan and 
South Korea. He certainly knows 
how to get around and pick up 
plum assignments. 

n ANGKOK has received a wind- 
" fall of petro-dollars to host the 
Asian Games for the third time in a 
dozen years. But that is not the 
reason why the AGF has decided 
to keep Israel out of the Games. 
The massacre of Munich has made 
Games in which Israel arc allowed 
to participate soulless affairs. A 
fortune has to be spent on security. 
And the sensible way out is to 
allow Israel to participate in the 
European Continent. One hopes 
that the lAAF will follow this line 
of reasoning, otherwise Asian ath¬ 
letics will be very badly hit. And 
what will become of Kh-pal Singh’s 
30-strong Armada! Tut, tut . . . 
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The way th 

I T is now posMnortem time in 
British amateur sport. Recent 
inquests on the comparatively low¬ 
ly international position of Britain 
in athletics, boxing, swimming, 
gymnastics etc., have brought wit¬ 
nesses from the media, from t h e 
coaches, officials and, when they 
get the chance to express them¬ 
selves publicly, even from the fru¬ 
strated competitors. 

Now Britain, says Minister for 
Sport Dennis Howell, will be work¬ 
ing closely with West Germany’s 
sports coaches to get things right. 
Which 1 find ironic when your 
local library may soon have on its 
shelves a book* from East Ger¬ 
many, which contains the real “sec¬ 
ret” of the sweeping victories of 
that country of only 17 million. 

But first let’s look back to the 
summer and the Commonwealth 


Reds do it 

a Communist paper only a few 
days earlier. 

Confusing because, at first, there 
was headline-catching talk about 
“corrupt” British coaches giving 
drugs to “child athletes” and then 
it turned out that angry delegates 
to a CCPR meeting had really been 
complaining about drug-taking by 
other countries. 

Excuses, excuses. What is often 
ignored is that competitors from, 
say. East Germany, the Soviet 
Union or Romania are invariably 
better backed and coarlied because 
they have the full power of slate 
sport behind them. 

We choo.se to overlook, too. the 
vital motivation of the Eastern 
competitors. 

In this publication on athle- 
tics* training in East Germany, the 


research institute; "Preparation for 
the Olympic Games must start be¬ 
fore school-age. If we can convince 
creche and nursery school teachers 
cf this, it should be possible to 
analyse the development of the 
child over at least i/ic three years 
before he goes to school.” 

Now the Third World ^ has its 
champions too. Great African run¬ 
ners, like the Kenyans and Filbert 
Bayi of Tanzania, have been aided, 
say the British excuse-finders, by 
living and training at high altitude. 
But judging from the joy of Afri¬ 
can politicians at sports success, 
there is also an understandable 
echo of a 1958 editorial in Pravda: 

“A successful trip by the sports¬ 
men of the USSR or the People’s 
Democratic countries i.s an excel¬ 
lent vehicle of propaganda in capi¬ 
talist countries. Their success 
abroad helos in the work of our 
foreign diplomatic missions and of 
iiur iradr delegations.” 


Games in Edmonton 

Again and again, medal-winners 
from the United Kingdom teams 
would seize the opportunity of 
ma.ssed reporters in order to sound 
off about the way they were handi¬ 
capped, back at home, in their pre¬ 
paration for major events. 

England’s runner, Brendan Fos¬ 
ter, who organises recreation in 
Gateshead, was so dispirited after 
losing t n e Commonwealth 5.000 
metres to the Kenyan Henry Rono, 
■ that he launched into sometimes 
accurate, occasionally rambling cri¬ 
ticism 01 the lack of expert physio¬ 
logical and medical advice avail¬ 
able to ambitious young sportsmen 
and women in Britain. 



Commonwealth shot-put champion 
Geoff Capes, a 22-stone policeman 
from Peterborough, chose his mo¬ 
ment of victory to condemn the 
use of illegal body-building drugs, 
specifically anabolic steroids, in 
Eastern Europe and suggested it 
was hardly worth his competing in 
the subsequent European athletics 
championships in Prague. 

The fact that some British ath¬ 
letes have used the same drugs in 
the past was not mentioned by 
Capes. Thou^, to be fair, our occa¬ 
sional culprits have done so with¬ 
out the aid, ae in Eastern Europe, 
of sports medicine specialists and 
therefore risked harm to their 
bodies. 

In Prague, • tense Cepes was dis¬ 
qualified before the start of his 
event after a pushing-and-shoving 
incident with local officials. Those 
on the lookout for a fiendish plot 
then recalled that Britain’s mi^ty 
policeman had been called “a 
vehicle for the capitalist Press” in 


live, even giving advice to women 
athletes on how to cope with men¬ 
struation, pregnancy, childbirth 
lactation and abortion .so that they 
do not unduly interrupt their 
training. 

But the section which 1 f.tund 
most informative begins: “T h e 
political and moral education of our 
athletes is an Inseparable part of 
training. Socialist morals deter¬ 
mine patriotic behaviour, conscious 
and disciplined conduct and com¬ 
petitiveness ot athletes.” 

The East Germans’ coaches are 
instructed to “seek opportunities 
before and after training and dur¬ 
ing breaks, to discuss with the ath¬ 
letes the fundamental political pro¬ 
blems of our times. The mis-use of 
sports and of the Olympic Games 
by German Imperialism must be 
unmasked In aggressive debates.” 

If this seems too intense then 
consider this quotation from a con¬ 
fidential document leaked > o m r 
time ago from the Leipzig sports 


suggesting that Tessa Sanderson, 
our black javelin thrower from the 
Midlands should discuss daily with 
her coach the rock against racism 
movement, or that teenage swim¬ 
ming champion $ h a r r o n Davies 
should have Dr. David Owt-n as her 
bedroom pin-up or even that Brian 
Clough is a successful football 
manager because he voles Labour. 

No. I believe we should stop 
blaming out defeats on drugs and, 
instead of the internecine bickering 
which often afflicts our sports 
bodies, concentrate on helping 
more efficiently our youngsters 
within both thg strengths and weak¬ 
nesses of Western society. Bearing 
in mind, if you like, the dictum of 
Karl Marx: "From each according 
to his abilities to each according 
to his needs." 

— NEIL ALLEN 

* Track and Field: Alhlelka Train¬ 
ing in East Germany (Central 
Books LTd, £7.50). 
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Gandhe stakes his claim 


-pRADEEP GANDHE, one of 
those who must have narrowly 
missed a trip to Edmonton Com¬ 
monwealth games has slaked his 
claim for inclusion in the Indian 
Badminton squad for the Bangkok 
Asians, next December. 

And this came through in no un¬ 
certain manner as he recorded hts 
third successive victory over Com¬ 
monwealth player Partho Ganguly 
at the Western India Badminton 
Championships at Aurangabad, and 
then went on to beat his tormentor 
P. G. Chcngappa in the finals. And 
Gandhe achieved these victories 
inspite of a slightly sprained thigh 
forcing him to withdraw from the 
Matiinga championships. To top his 
current form he has also beaten 



Gamflie . . . brilliant an^ 
consisfcnt 


Uday Pawar once and it would have 
been interesting to watch him play 
the talented Syed Modi who, un¬ 
fortunately, could not enter for the 
Aurangabad championship. 

In Ameeia Kulkarni, Madhumita 
Goswami and Radhika Bose India 
can boast of a teenage talent 
among women. All three won a 
title each and the results were as 
topsy-turvy as expectations making 
it evident that there is little differ¬ 
ence between the three. 

Radhika had beaten Madhumita 
at the Bombay Gymkhana in wo¬ 
men's singles quarter-finals but she 
lost to her in Western India sub¬ 
junior girls finals and junior girls 
semi-finals. However, Radhika got 
her first win over Ameeta whom 
she beat in women’s singles semi¬ 
finals. Ameeta beat Madhumita to 
get the junior girls title while Ra- 
dhtka took the first game against 
Madhumita in women's singles and 
with the score level at 2-2 in sec¬ 
ond Madhumita conceded. The two 
Bombdy girls Ameeia and Radhika 
have d'emonstrater' one thing and 
ihat is the importance of physical 


fitness. Both are absolutely fit, but 
Madhumita is somewhat slack. 
Even so, one could not find fault 
with her as she had entered in 
several events and reached t h e 
finals of five events — a kind of 
a record — though ultimately she 
managed just two titles. 

Gandhe entered the badminton 
lop circle about five years ago 
with victories over mostly all lead¬ 
ing players except Prakash. But 
his decline was as fast as his rise 
and after having been selected to 
play for India his game began to 
deterior.-)te. In the Vallahb Vidya- 
nagar Nationals he lost to Chen- 
gappa in the team championships 
whereas his victory would have 
given Maharashtra a chance of 
beating Karnataka. Since then 
Chengappa has beaten him most of 
the times, but at Aurangabad he 
proved that his form this season 
is no flash in the pau. 

Groom 'em 

D oubles play in Badminton is 
an art which has harilly been 
developed in India. This was evi¬ 
dent at the Hyderabad Asian Bad¬ 
minton Confederation when the 
scratch Indonesian pair of Tjun 
Tjun and Adi Chandra gave an en¬ 
thralling display, inspite of the fact 
that both had left their permanent 
partners at home. 

On the last day of the champion¬ 
ships. Fazil Ahmed, chairman of 
the selection committee of the 
Badminton Association of India 
said that India would prepare two 
doubles combinations who would 
play in all major Indian tourna¬ 
ments and would not play with any 
other partner. He thus hoped that 
within two years India would have 
two top doubles combinations. But 
no one knows what happened to 
that idea. 

Over the years India has been 
very poor m doubles and the last 
two pairs of international standings 
we had were Nandu Natekar and 
M a n o h a r Bboparuikar and the 
Ghosh brothers, Romen and Dipu, 
but after that Lenry D’Sa and 
Suresh Goel Rad good victories in 
local tournaments, and Prakash 
continued his winning spree with 
any partner, which was mainly due 
10 the class of Prakash. 

Bur it at all the BAI was serious 
they could have tried to build a 
combination of Uday Pawar and 
Miidiuir Bezbora who played as a 
doubles combination as juniors for 
many years and had good under- 
.sianding bur that combination was 
broken up. 


Gandhe has lost his speed of five 
years back, nor has he got the 
steep smash, which is a sure win¬ 
ner. But he has added other 
strokes to his repertoire and the 
well disguised drop shot that al¬ 
most touches (he net is a winner. 
Though, he now lacks stamina and 
thus cannot keep pace with faster 
players. However, he countered the 
speed of Partho Ganguly tjy con¬ 
trolling the game so well that even 
Partho had to slow down. Gandhe, 
over the years, has matured and 
this year he has been playing 
brilliantly and consistently thus 
putting through a claim for 
Bangkok. 

Apart from Gandhe and the three 
girls Partho also put up a good 
show till he lost in the semi-finals 
to Gandhe. He won on his fitting 
spirit and a fast game equipped 
with a deadly smash. Sudhanshu 
Hukku proved that he was the 
best junior boy in Western India 
(hough he did encounter some 
opposition from the hard stroking 
Andhra boy P. Sudhakar. 

for doubles 

The BAI must seriously consider 
this and should try to build up dou¬ 
bles combinations from the junior 
stage. We had combinations for a 
brief period like Prakash and Asif 
Parpia and later Parpia partnered 
Anil Pradhan but then it was too 
late. 

At Aurangabad the Maharashtra 
Team for the inter-state at Bhopal 
was announced and there is not one 
good doubles combination in men's 
and junior boys. In women’s and 
junior girls sections Ameeta Kul- 
karni and RaiAika Bose can easily 
fit the bill. 

They can easily try and build up 
the junior boys combinations like 
the Chalisgaon pair of Milind 
Ghate and Vivek Joshi and the 
Pune medical students team of 
Sunil Sathe and Rajendra Babale 
but instead they have chosen Pra- 
deep Iyengar to partner Hukku. 
Iyengar has not been impressive at 
all as a doubles player and there¬ 
fore (hough he and Hukku might 
have won the Western India title, 
it is doubtful how far they will go. 

If the reported decision of Pra¬ 
kash not to play doubles and con¬ 
centrate only on singles is true it 
must be the wisest decision taken 
by him for in that case hr will get 
enough rest and time to concen¬ 
trate on the singles. In that case 
BAI must look for a doubles com¬ 
bination that will serve in the fu¬ 
ture though both players may have 
to be taken only to play doubles, 
but it should be worth it. 

•— SW Cacrespoadent 
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Harjinder—probing striker 


V OR s decade and a half Punjab 
" football has been Inder Singh. 
This dominance of Inder, like 
everything else, has its plus and 
minus points. Plus points in the in¬ 
fluence that he has had on the 
growth and development of Punjab 
football to a stage where it is re¬ 
dded as one of the stronger chal¬ 
lenges to the supremacy of Bengal. 
Minus points in that it he is held 
in check the team flounders like a 
rudderless ship. 

One of the younger players who 
has felt the impact of both these 
aspects is Harjinder. This lad from 
Chandigarh — he was a student of 
Dayanand Ayurvedic School — 
from a well-to-do family took to the 
game largely because he had a 
ground virtually at his doorstep. It 
was there that he had his first look 
at the fabulous Inder. Leader Club 
of Jullundur took part in the Guru 
G o b i n d Singh tournament in 
Chandigarh in 1%9, and as they 
went on to claim the trophy Har¬ 
jinder was captivated by the play 
of Inder. 


firmed this impression with his 
stellar displays in the 1974 Asian 
Youth at Bangkok when India 
shared the trophy with Iran. 

He was one of the two Indians 
to be chosen by journalists for the 
Asian All-star team, the other be¬ 
ing the cool deep defender from 
Kerala, C. C. Jacob. This, despite 
Harjinder not scoring in any of six 
matches the team played. He had 
done much to lay the passes for 
goals by Shabbir Ali, Yakoob and 
Latifuddin. 

Punjab’s performances in the 
next two Nationals at Calicut — 
despite promise in the cluster mat¬ 
ches — and at Patna, where Har¬ 
jinder was the captain, were dis¬ 
appointing. But at Calcutta last 
January, the 1970 and 1974 cham¬ 
pions stressed they can be a force 
away from home too. 

Bengal, who beat them in the re¬ 
played final, greatly minimised the 
threat of Inder. It was then that 


Pu njab revealed that they had more 
thttn one string to their bow. And 
tht! weapon that they brandished 
was Harjinder, who flitted about, 
probed the Bengal defence and 
gave them no end of trouble. Hu 
had scored with a spectacular 
volley to force a division of points 
in the quarter-final league encoun¬ 
ter between the two. 

Perhaps it is this showing of 
Harilinder that has prompted East 
Benital Club to sign him on for the 
1979 season. It is also the reason 
why when selection committee 
chairman T. O. Abdullah's sensible 
suggestion to extend the deadline 
for iiiter-siate transfer applications 
to January 31 and allow all pro- 
bablen to take part in the Srinagar 
Natioiiial was not accepted by all 
states that the All-India Football 
Federution directed the selectors 
to lakis note of form displayed in 
earlier tournaments. One only 
hopes that Hariinder would have a 
happier experience in the Asian 
Games than he had in 1976 when 
he mad e his senior India debut. 

— SW Correspomieiis 


More teams for World Cup? 


Since then Inder and Leader 
Club have had a strong appeal to 
Harjinder, who went to Delhi in 
1972 to follow Leader in the DCM. 
But his friends and he had to rush 
back home for a collegiate tourna¬ 
ment without watching Leader in 
the final which they lost. The next 


Colour blow-up of Harjinder 
Sfaigh on facing page. Trano- 
parency: NIKHIL 


year Harjinder joined Leader and 
had a closer look at the master for¬ 
ward. 

But before he donned the colours 
of Leader, Harjinder had made his 
mark as the outside-left of Haryana 
in the Junior National at Golaghat, 
Assam, in 1971, and hia first coach. 
Nl&trained Pur.shoHam Rana . had 
recommended him to the Sports 
College at Juilundur. At the Sports 
College, Ujjagar Singh Banga, the 
first player from Punjab to be in¬ 
vited to an India ramp, encouraged 
Harjinder to develop his fine touch. 
With the Sports College team he 
went and played a leamng part in 
winning a tournament in Hoshiar. 
pur, the district from which Jarnaii 
Singh hails. 

The fine impression that Harjin¬ 
der made at Hoshiarpur led to 
Jarnaii Singji inviting him to the 
Patiala camp to pick the Indian 
Youth team for the Asian at 
T^erau in 1973. He made the team 
and was rated as one of the finds 
who would make the grade at .the 
senior level too. He more than con¬ 


T HE creditable displays of Iran 
in the last World Cup Football 
Tournament in Argentina could 
well strike a blow for the game in 
Asia. Though they lost to eventual 
runners-up Holland and Peru, who 
topped Group IV, they had shown 
that with more experience they 
could compete favourably with 
European and South American 
rivals. This impression was enhan¬ 
ced by their 1-1 draw with Scot¬ 
land. 

Iran have had stiff competition 
at botii the youth and senior level 
in Asia from Iraq and South Korea, 
who were unlucky to be eliminated 
in the final qualifying rounds from 
the Asia-Oceania zone last time. 
Now they can look forward with 
greater hope to participation in 
the 1982 World Cup to be held in 
Spain. 

That is if the proposal of the 
president of the Federation Inter¬ 
nationale de Football Association 
Joao Havelange, is accepted by the 
organising committee in Madrid 
next month and then approved by 
the executive committee of FIFA. 

Dr. Havelange, who had promis¬ 
ed when contesting the presidency 
against Sir Stanley Rous of Eng¬ 
land in 1974 that he would do all 
he can to promote the game and 
raise its standards in developing 
countries of Asia and Africa, has 
been a strong advocate for increa¬ 
sing the number of contestants in 


the final r ounds of the FIFA World 
Cup. In Argentina it was made 
clear that it was up to the' host 
country, the organising committee 
and the eicecuiivc committee ta de¬ 
cide on th 7 number of (earns. 

The *^IFA president favours 24 
for the fin al rounds. But many 
European and some South Ameri¬ 
can cuuniriiss have expressed their 
fears that tb e number would be un¬ 
wieldy and strain the resources of 
(he hosts, besides letting in more 
minnows for the final stages. 

But the plan outlined by Dr. 
Havelange meets this objection of 
weak teams iHting fayou. cd square¬ 
ly. He has auggested that the 24 
learns be made up of; the organi¬ 
sing country, the winners of the 
previous Wor Id Cup, ten teams 
from Europe, three from South 
America and one each from Asia. 
Africa and Citncacaf (North and 
Central America and the Carib¬ 
bean) and six others from a sup¬ 
plementary con ipetition between 12 
teams — four from Europe, t w o 
each from Asisi, Africa and Con- 
cacaf and one each from South 
America and Ot eania. 

The suppleme ntary competition 
will be of three groups of four 
teams each to be played on a single 
leg and the top two from each to 
take part in the final rounds. 

— S'W Correspondent 


SPOXTSWEEK, OCTOBER 8, 1978 


39 



What a fall in standards! 


AS the fans trooped out of the 
^ Sports Stadium at the culntiina. 
tion of the quarter-final league 
rogramme ot the National Pool- 
all Championship in Srinagsir, a 
greying veteran and quite a pro¬ 
minent and knowledgeable pliayer 
in his day shrugged his shoulders 
and expressed disappointment at 
the standard of the game. Out of 
the twenty shots the footballers 
had taken at the target eighteen 
were off the mark and just two 
aimed correctly, he lamentecl. One 
could not disagree with him. In the 
cluster round quite a few clashes 
were one-sided and resulted in the 
scoring tally rising to ninety. But 
in the tougher quarter-final stage 
goals were not easy to scoi.-e. Bar¬ 
ring those stars who have sought 
inter-state transfers, almost all top 
layers were in action. However, 
arring some fleeting raoments 
they failed to sparkle the way one 
would have wished them to. Take 
the case of Surajit Sengup ta^ rated 
perhaps the best winger in the 
country today. I^e Kashmir fans 
sadly missed his tearaway sprints, 
his fancy footwork a n tj swerves 
and feints. Even the scoring pro¬ 
wess was not exhibited. The main 
burden was on Akbar. l.'he striker 
revealed the power in his oot and 
displayed his penchant, for long 
range shots. No sooneir than the 
white line of the eighteen yards 
area was in sight, a forceful and 
stinging shot would follow and in¬ 
variably the aim wouM be at the 
point. One such bouniced against 
the post and led to the opening 
goal in the match against Kerala. 


Benul earned full points from this 
clean. Akbar again produced one 
such unstoppable shot against the 
Railways and the victory provided 
the championa with the top berth 
in their group by virtue of a super¬ 
ior goal avera|e. Bengal and Goa 
rounded off with equal points but 
the former enjoyed the advantage 
of a goal. 

Goa and Bengal were also locked 
in a grim battle. The champions 
played themselves into a command¬ 
ing position but Goa recorded a 


grand rally In the last fifteen minu¬ 
tes, forced Bengal to surrender the 
lead and then in the dying minutea 
shook the holders with three shots 
which drew the best out of goal¬ 
keeper Bhasker Ganguly. If Bengal 
duly assessed their superiority 
over other opponents, though at 
times not very convincingly, Goa 
gave an excellent account of them¬ 
selves while making the last four 
grade. Their other victories were 
over the Railways and Kerala. Goa 
are not happy over the weather 
five thousand feet above sea level. 
But ironically, it is once again in 
the north that they have reached 




Kerala’s goalkee¬ 
per SethumaiBia- 
van foils Bengal’s 
Manas Bhaitte- 
cbarjee in the 
quarter-final 


Pics: 

NIICHIL 


Punjab’o Sufcb- 
vindcr scores the 
equaliser in the 
drawn de against 
file Services 
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Mihir Bose draws first blood ki Bmgal’s 2-0 win over l>elhi 


the semi-final round. Four yeais 
ago, at Jullundur, Goa had reached 
the last four stage. Here the Goa 
defence has proved its mettle and 
their stalwarts Machado, Socorro 
and Nicholas stood out in the face 
of stiff challenge. 

The popularity of Shyam Tbapa 
knows no bound here. He has been 
the centre of attraction and his 
acrobatic goal against Goa won him 
loud applause from all quartets. If 
Shayam has been the hero of the 
Bengal team, another Gorkha to 
rise in the esteem of the Kashmir 
soccer lovers was C. B. lliapB of 
the Services. This speedy left win¬ 
ger showed a tendency to dribble 
with the ball oter long stretches 
making patterns and striking at 
every available opportunity. His 
side however suffered due to in¬ 
juries and eventually failed to 
qualify for the semi-finals. Services 
could have made it but in their last 
and deciding encounter with Karna¬ 
taka they were not able to carve 
out the required victory. Amnst 
Pondicherry they had accompusbed 
the assigned taw of scoring seven 
goals in a rousing manner. 

Maharashtra too faced problems 
of injuries. They however won 
their vital match against the Ser¬ 
vices despite losing the lead twice 
tht ough C. B. Thapa, who in the 


process hoisted the rentury mark 
in the scoring tally. There was how¬ 
ever a reversal of form and Maha- 
rash^a failed to score over little 
fancied Jammu and Kashmir. Chu- 
1am Hassan showed good goalkeep¬ 
ing in this match and was reward¬ 
ed with promotion. Maharashtra 
shared honours with Karnataka in 
a match in which they were down 
by two goals but a penalty award 
and a skilful piece of effort by 
Bernard Pereira helped them ad¬ 
vance in the competition. 


Jammu and Kashmir had hardl; 
any chance of qualifying and tha 
they managed to snatch a poin 
from Maharashtra in their grouj 
was to their credit. A better pet 
formance was expected from th> 
Railways who were scmi-finalis 
last year. But they belied expec 
tations and lost all their three mai 
ches. On top of it their forward 
drew a blank. Coached by one o 
the best forwards in his day Bal 
ram, the Railways were cer'.ainl; 
capable of better deeds. 



Pondicherry goalkeeper IMaria Susai stops Punjab’s Inder 
Singb. Punjab, however, won 7-0 
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ScrvKCK sstriker 
S a r fc a r (on 
ground) loba Aw 
ball over Mahara- 
vbtra goalfceolwi' 
Bhaskar Ma&y’a 
head for Aw equa- 
inwr. Maharash¬ 
tra went on to 
win 3-Z 


Karnataka right 
back Aslant Khan 
(left) clears the 
ball front Jammu 
& KaAmir's Ba¬ 
shir. Karnataka 
won 3-1 
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We form a ^reai club' 


W HEN I wu • lad of ten, some 
ftienda and I decided to fornf 
a real football club of our own and 
call It the September 7tfa Club in 
honour of the atreet into which 
our atreet, Rubena Arruda, ter* 
minatod and alao — incidentally — 
in honour of Braail'a Independence 
Day. We decided to have a team 
that waa properly equipped, with 
a real bail, real aocka and ahirta 
and ahtnrta, and one that wore foot* 
hall ahoea. In ^ort, a real club. 


The headquortera, we decided 
temporarily, would be in my own 
hack yard — or in the back yard 
of., one of the othera if Dona 
Cdleate (my mother), had a nega¬ 
tive reaction to the idea, which waa 
extremely poaaibie. Fortunately. 
Dona Ccieate waa more intereateo 
in oeeing that I atayed around 
home to keep out of miachief, ao 
thia proved no problem. 

Nor did the problem of the ball. 
That waa reaolved quickly. 


"Let'a put together aome albuma 
of complete seta of football carda 
for three or four of the top cluba 
of Rio or Sao Paulo,” I aaid to my 
frlenda. "Big teama, like Corin* 
thiona, or Plamengo, or Vaaco da 
Gama. We can aeit them eaaily for 
enough money for a ball.” 

Football carda w re like the 
boaeball carda that were popular 
in the United Statea at an earlier 
time. They carried the picture of 
a big atar from one of the cluba 
on one aide, aome biographical 
data or hia profeaaional atatiatica 


on the other, and were dlatributed 
in candy bara, cigarette packagea, 
chewing tobacco, and Juat about 
everywhere. There waa active trad¬ 
ing in them by youngatera in every 
neighbourhood, rich or poor, and 
four complete oeu of playera from 
different cluba would certainly 
have at leaat the value of a new 
boll and probably more. Everyone 
agreed it waa a great idea and 
congratulatad me. 

"Now,” aomeone elac aaid, "what 
about unlforma?" We talked that 
one over and come to the conclu* 
aion that we would need aeveral 
atringa to our bow if we were to 
raiac the necoaaary money. 

'T have an idea,” one boy aaid. 
"Our kindling ia delivered on Pri* 
day, and every Friday after achool 
I have to atack it If I manage not 
to ahow up at home Friday after¬ 
noon, and if you guya happen to 
walk paat the houae and offer to 
do it like we do it for Pale, Tm 
aure my mother will give you aome- 
thing. It won't be much, but it'll 
be aomething. Then if each one of 
you guya ataya away from home 
when your kindling 1« deli¬ 
vered ...” 

"Not me,” 1 aaid at once. I could 
not picture Dona Celeate falling 
for anything that obvioua. 

“Well — everyone except you, 
then. You had the idea for the 
album.” 

It woe diacuaoed democratically, 
and agreed upon. We moved on. 

"Downtown we could pick up 



On die way to ibe goal 



cigarette butta and take the tobacco 
and roll freah cigareitea and aell 
them one at a Ume,” another boy 
aaid. Thia, we decided, waa a good 
idea; the aale of cigarettea one at 
a time waa a very common prac¬ 
tice, although moat of thote aold by- 
thia method came from a package. 
Still, if we aold them at a reduced 
price we were aure we would find 
a market. The vote for thia waa un- 
animoua. Wa moved on. 

"How about collecting all the 
acrap metal, old iron, tin cana, 
empty bottlea, and other rubbiah 
and aelUng it to the Junk dealer in 
town? ne'e a 1 way a looking for 
atuH." 

Again agreement, but after that 
our ideaa ran dry. However, we 
felt we had enough to keep ua 
buay, and we apread out to attack 
our projecta. 

nUT after a week it waa plain 
^ that wa needed further ideaa. 
Moat mothera thanked you profuae- 
ly for atocking the kindling and 
aometimaa even offered a glaaa of 
lemonade, but very little money — 
and uaually apankad her aon for 
not being around when be waa 
auppoaeo to be —- ao that endea¬ 
vour brought little into the caoh- 
box, and waa quickly dropped. The 
market for reconatliuted cigarettea 
brought a bit, but nothing like what 
we had antkv*t«d, while the junk 
we collected added almoot nothing. 
In our neighbourhood nothing waa 
waated and very little waa tmown 
away. When we added up owr take 
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for vrook vre found wo hod en¬ 
ough for tome poor-quality locks, 
and that wai all. So we returned to 
the question of money for uni¬ 
forms. The answer was finally 

S iren by a boy from the neighbour- 
ood named Ze Porto. 

''We’ll sell peanuts outside the 
railroad station,” he said, “and out¬ 
side the circus that's coming to 
town next week, and outside the 
movie house. The circus sells their 
own peanuts, but we'll stand down 
the road from them, and we’ll sell 
them cheaper.” 


r ' 



The maoter at work 


“Great ideal" General hesitation. 

“But where will we get the pea¬ 
nuts?” 

Ze Porto had the answer to that 
one all ready. In fact, he sounded 
as if we all bad to be pretty stupid 
not to have seen the answer imme¬ 
diately ourselves. 

“We steal them, of course. If we 
bought them, there’d be no profit. 
They’ve got tons of them down at 
the Soracabana Railroad ware¬ 
house.” 

I didn’t much care for the idea. 


In my short time I had Inrtdicn cn- 
ou^ of Dona Celeste’s command¬ 
ments, but always only the minor 
ones. 

Stealing was one of the big com¬ 
mandments. It was a sin my mo¬ 
ther would not treat lij^tly, and 
one she was almost sure to involve 
my father in. I couldn’t picture 
what the punishment would be, but 
I was sure it would be horrible. 
Actually, I’m sure the huge majo¬ 
rity of us were afraid of stealing, 
but Ze Porto ended the matter. 

“Whoever doesn’t go along widt 
the idea is a eagle. A big sbitl” 

Naturally, nobody wanted to bit 
a shit, big or little, so we agreed. 
Reluctantly, but we agreed. Wltl .1 
what eventually turned out to be 
very tragic results .... 

VINALLY, the September 7tii 
^ team came into being witdi 
shirts and shorts, but without shoeis. 


We therefore referred to ourselves 
as "the Shoeless Ones,” consider¬ 
ing it e brilliant nickname under 
the circumstances — only to die- 
cover, as we went around two try¬ 
ing to arrange games, that just 
about every other neighbourhood 
in similar financial condition had 
a team with the same nickname. 


We were far more than eleven, 
and while this always led to strong 
argumenu at the moment of pick¬ 
ing a team to play a rival, it also 
gave us enough players to be able 
to put two teams on the field in a 
practice game among ourselves. At 
that time, as today, I played cen¬ 
ter-forward, but 1 aleo played de¬ 
fense at times, and even goalkeeper 
if we were pl^ng a particularly 
strong team. But, easy teams or 
tough ones, 1 honestly cannot re¬ 
member the Shoeless Ones of 
September 7th ever losing a ser¬ 
ious game. 





by CBATTERBOX 


a CAN a batsman be given out 
if he falls on the stumps 
while scoring a run? 

— A-1 Blue Star Cricket Team 
(Ulhasnagar-l, Bombay). 

A NO. 

Q HOW many wickets have 
been claimed bv Lllleei and 
Thomson in Tests and who i.s the 
hiidiest wicket-taker for Australia? 
— Rajeev Keayla and lianjiv 
Kapoor (New Delhi). 

A in 32 Testa, JJUee has taken 
171 wickets for 4,017' runs 
and Thomson has claimed liiS wic¬ 
kets for 3,700 runs. The liijjAest 
wicket-iaker for Australia is Richie 
Benaud with 248 in 63 Torus. 

a HOW many of thosn who 
accompanied the Indian team 
to the World Cup Hockw Tourna¬ 
ment in Argentina justify the ex¬ 
pense on them? 

—• M. S. Sanjay (Bonibay-39). 

A LET* us not talk frum hind- 
^ sight. The only sui^ernume- 
rary was an observer who "mana¬ 
ged” his own way. 

a WHAT is an advantage goal 
in soccer? 

— Johnny Harlow (Calcutta). 
A WHERE the advantage in 
the offside rule iit accorded 
to the attacking side. 

CAN you give me the ad- 
dress of the world heavy¬ 
weight boxing champion Leon 
Spinks? I want to chalienge him. 
Be serious. 

— Anwar Ahmad (Hyderabad). 


A MOHAMMAD ALI has al- 
^ ready successfully challeng¬ 
ed him. You cannot fight a world 
champion by merely challenging 
him. You have got to take your 
place in the queue and make the 
challenge through a process of eli¬ 
mination which is really serious. 

WHO is the oldest ond 
youngest member of the In¬ 
dian cricket team? 

— Banshidhar Sahoo 
(Asurali, Orissa). 

A AT 38. Prasanna is the oid- 
^ est. The youngest is Kapil 
Dev, who is 19 years old. 

^ HOW many times has India 
won the rubber in a Test 
series with the West Indies? 

— Preeti Lata Chauhan 
(Mhow, M.P.). 

A ONCE, in 1971, whan India 
, won one and drew the re¬ 
maining four Tests in the West 
Indies. 

ft WHO is the best pace bowler 
^ among Ghavrt, Madan Lai 
and Mohinder Amarnath and how 
many wickets have they captured 
so far in Tests? 

— Naishadh B. Mankad 
(Jamnagar). 

A NEWCOMER Kapil Dev is 
quicker than all three and 
bids fal r to be our best new ball 
bowler. Ghavri has taken 30 wic¬ 
kets for 833 runs in 11 Teats, 
Madan Lai has claimed 29 for 977 
in 16 Tests and Mohinder 17 for 
726 in 18 Tests. 
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Puinjab done in? 


Punjab team, last years 
^ runners-up who did not qua- 
lifv for the leatcue round this time, 
left Srinagar in an angry mood 
while the crowd responded indiffe¬ 
rently to some important matches 
after the home team was eliminated 
from the competition with one point 
from three matches in group A of 
the quarter-final league of the 35th 
National Football Championship. 

Cm Prakash and G. S. Vir, manah 
ger and coach respectively of the 
Punjab team, alleged that the Ser¬ 
vices committed a highly unsport¬ 
ing act by first compromising with 
Andhra and then with Pondicherry 
to shatter Punjab’s dopes. In their 
last cluster seven match last Sun¬ 
day, Services recorded a 7-0 tri¬ 
umph over Pondicherry to qualify 
for the league round at the expense 
of Punjab who had five points and 
a 9-1 goal difference. The Services 
reached the target at half time and 
went on to record the biggest vic¬ 
tory of the tournament by driving 
in five more goals in the second 
half. It was a stunning perfor¬ 
mance. 


Punjab team's officials said that 
"the evening before the two team’s 
had reached a compromise for¬ 
mula.” The way Pondicherry left 
gaps wide open in their defenoe to 
allow the Services to shoot at will 
bore eloquent testimony to this, 
they alleged, and added that Pondi- 
i;herry did not play their regular 
j goalkeeper Mario Suzai against the 
{services. 

Earlier, against Andhra Pradesh, 
Om Prakash said, the understand¬ 
ing was that the Services would be 
allowed to score in the last minu- 
ic\s if a draw looked a certainty. 
Services netted twice in the last 
tl.iree minutes to beat Andhra (3-1) 
and keep their qualification hopes 
alive. They pointed out that one of 
the Andhra defenders was the bro¬ 
ther of the Services coach Syed 
Shahid Hakeem. 

"Tf Punjab have such a feeling 
1 have no hesitation in saying that 
it i s because of guilty conscience,” 
retorted Hakeem when asked to 
givis his point of view. “Why should 
we do it. To enter into such dirty 
deals is against our tradition,” 


said Squadron Leader Hakeem, a 
former Olympian who played for 
Andhra in the late fifties. 

He asked if Punjab could beat 
Andhra by two first half goals and 
Pondicherry by 6-0 why the Servi¬ 
ces could not record an identical 
victory over Andhra and beat Pon¬ 
dicherry by twelve goals. He re¬ 
minded that the Services and Pun¬ 
jab had drawn in their cluster 
match. 

Pondicherry coach, when con¬ 
tacted during the perpetration of 
butchery upon his team, said Mario 
Suzai was not playing because he 
was not well. 

Punjab officials, whose sharp 
comments came after Services lost 
lo Maharashtra, .said they will 
submit a detailed report to tbe 
State A$.sociation which may take 
up the issue with the All India 
Football Federation. 

Services later failed to enter the 
semi-finals when they lost two of 
the three match ?s in group A of 
the league round. 
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VF'R since champion trainer R 
^ R. Byramji’s great horses star¬ 
ted to dominate the scene, and that 
means during the last three years, 
the last and longest of the Indian 
Classics, the 2,800 metres St. Leger, 
has been a frustrating experience 
for the pre-race analyst. 

There has been no dorm worth¬ 
while discus.sing, no course to 
chart, no strategy to theorise on 
and no winner for whom to make 
a case. That was so because Sweet 
Memories, Commanche and Squan¬ 
derer selected themselves as they 
towered colossus-like over their 
rivals. 

Next Sunday’s race in Pune, for 
which only Manitou, Ipi Tombi and 
Linden Flora are down to com¬ 
pete, falls into the same pattern as 
Manitou has proved himself to be 
eminently superior to both the 
others and it will come as a major 
surprise if the Grey Gaston-Dusty 
Mart.a colt, who was bred by Ma¬ 
jor Mehra at the Usha Stud, fails 
to win. 

Manitou, as all India knows, has 
been beaten only once in 13 starts. 
He has beaten horses of his own 
age as easily as he has disposed 
of all the older horses, except 
Squanderer whom he has not met, 
of the highest rating now in train¬ 
ing. He ran unplaced in the 2,000 
Guineas which Ipi Tombi claimed 
in splendid fashion and the mystery 
of what was for him a shameful 
performance has not been satisfac¬ 
torily explained and never ever 
will be. 

Manitou, Ipi Tombi and Linden 
Flora will each carry 57 kilos and 
even a tyro can conclude that 
fact is a tremendous plus point in 
Manitou's favour. The sceptic will 
point out that Manitou and Ipi 
Tombi (Prince Pradeep-Veronique) 
were at level weight in the 2,400 
metres Invitation Cup in Hyde¬ 
rabad and that Manitou had to be 
fully ridden out to win by a little 
over a length and that Ipi Tombi 
was gaining ground on him towards 
the end. 

However, the fact that Manitou 
was racing for the first time since 
Bangalore and that Ipi Tombi had 
had the benefit of a victorious out¬ 
ing in the Turf Club Cup in Pune 
leads to the inevitable conclusion 
that Manitou must have benefited 
from the Invitation Cup run and 
will be his usual brilliant self in 
the St. Leger. 


All points 

As far as this column is concern¬ 
ed he is home and dry and all 
that remains to be added is that 
his victory will give Byramji an un¬ 
precedented four in a row in this 
race and will give Ranjit V. Bhat, 
who owns him jointly with Yogesh 
M. Shah, his third consecutive suc¬ 
cess in this race. 



Manitou . . . beaten only once 


to Manitou 

The prestigious Deccan Derby in 
Hyderabad proved to be a piece of 
cake for I ted Chief tan, the Red 
Indian-Nicti lo colt, who carried the 
colours of M. A. M. Ramaswamy. 
He won as easily as he had the 
Colts Trial for a Classic double 
which was achieved by Grand 
Parade last year. He is vastly im¬ 
proved sincis he failed to come up 
to expectations in the Bangalore 
Derby. 

In Pune, Noble Fella, H a j e « 
Abdul Sattnr Sait's son of Noor- 
IvShiraz-Papajinn, easily won the 
1,800 metres General Rajendra- 
sinhji Cup, which is the principal 
race fot thr ee-ycar-olds, thereby 
bringing the winning sequence of 
l-'l Bravo, who was fotr'h, to an 
abrupt end. 

Noble Fella will now contest the 
2,000 metres. Mysore Derby on 
(iclober 15 but it is extremely 
doubtful whether he can match 
Fist of Iron, the top Calcutta-based 
grey, who trounced the opposition 
in the Mysore 2.(XK) Guineas as 
.Shimmering (jold had done in the 
1 , 000 . 

In Longchamps, France, l4ester 
Figgoti, whom most experts regard 
as the greatCitt jockey of all dmc, 
rode Alleged into the history book 
by riding him to a second consecu¬ 
tive victory in the Prix de L'Arc 
de Triomplie, Europe’s richest 
horse race. 



Noble Fella, Reuben up, winner of the Rajendrasiinhji Cup 
bring led in by O. N. Adenwala and Hajec Atbdul 
Sattar SaH 
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From Hari a shock 


I F anyone had ventunad to fore¬ 
cast that R. Hari would emerge 
triumphant in the Wetitern India 
Regional Table Tennis Champion¬ 
ships in Goa he would probably 
have been laughed out of existence. 
Such was his track rt.'cord and 
such was the star-studded field, 
which included as many as 12 rank¬ 
ed |>lavers, probably a record. Yet, 
Hari did just that. The: success of 
the 19-year-old B. Cam student 
from Pachiappa’s, Madras, may be 
hailed as one of the bi ggest sensa¬ 
tions in recent times. 


Needless to say, it was Hari’s 
first Regional championship. What 
is significant is that it was only 
the second major title of his 
career. A former naiional junior 
champion who has hatl the benefit 


of training abroad, Hari, frankly, 
had been a bit of a disappointment 
the last two seasons. Somehow he 
didn’t seem to be fulfilling his 
early promise and, apart from an 
odd upset here and there, the only 

g rowth one could see were a bushy 
eared and long hair. Maybe one 
expected too much of him too 
soon. Certainly he needed time to 
bridge the gap between the juniors 
and seniors. 

Not among the 16 ranked play¬ 
ers in the country. Hart was seeded 
14th for the Western India. A com¬ 
bination of strokeplay, skill, guts 
and that elusive commodity called 
luck in the right proportions help¬ 
ed him score over more fancied 
opponents. He first gave notice of 
things to come when he knocked 




R. Hari . . . display of aldll and guti 


Vilas Menon ... no mean 
achievemeni 

out Sudhir Phadke, the third seed, 
21-15, 21-10, 21-14, in the fifth 
round. Few have beaten Phadke so 
decisively. And there was little the 
former international could do as 
Hari unleashed a ceaseless barrage 
of loops and kills. 

The success earned Hari a place 
in group “B” of the second stage 
of the tournament which consisted 
of a league among the quarter- 
finalists divided into two ^oups. 
Here Hari had to contend with Su- 
has Kulkarni, C. R. Ramesh Babu 
and Manmeet Singh, the last-named 
having brou^t off the biggest up¬ 
set of the tournament, when he eli¬ 
minated V. Chandrasekhar, the se¬ 
cond seed and a hot favourite for 
the title. 

Hari’s opening encounter with 
Kulkarni virtually decided the out¬ 
come of the group. Down by two 
games to one, he rallied strongly 
to prevail at 21-19 in the fifth. Two 
up, Hari again passed through an 
anxious time before getting the bet¬ 
ter of Ramesh Babu in five games. 

There was no stopping Hari 
after that. He brushed aside Man- 
meet, 21-16, 21-18, 21-10. and then 
humbled Vilas Menon, the group 
“A” winner, 26-24, 21-14, 21-16. to 
take the title. Hari was irresistible 
in these two matches. Throughout, 
his refrain was the same: loop and 
kill; loop and kill. 

In the light of this performance, 
Hari will undoubtedly come into 
the reckoning for the team for the 
Asian Championships, even though 
no selector was present at Panjim 
and the Table Tennis Federation of 
India is still keeping the players 
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in suspense over India’s participa¬ 
tion. 

At the same time, one hopes the 
powers-that-be will spare a thought 
for Vilas Menon. In some respects, 
his was the more commendable 
performance than Hari’s for, after 
eliminating Atul Parikh in the fifth 
round, he successively beat Manjit 
Dua. India’s number one, and 
Kabad Jayant, the number five. A 
no mean achievement. B. Vishu was 
the fourth player in his group. 

Menon’s encounter with Dua was 
an acrimonious affair. Left-hander 
Dua has seldom been at home 
gainst Menon’s backhand jab. So 
it was once again and Dua tried 
every trick he knew, including stal¬ 
ling tactics and gamesmanship, in 
a bid to break Menon’s concentra¬ 
tion, but to no avail. 

The success over Parikh and Dua 
seemed to so boost Menon’s morale 
that he pulverised Jayant who had 
earlier staged a remarkable rally 
against Kamlesh Mehta after Mehta 
had held two match-points in the 
third game. Menon stroked with a 
freedom that bordered on gay 
abandon. His match with Hari may 
have had a different ending had he 
been able to cash in on the two 
game points he had at 20-18 in the 
first game. The loss of the opening 
game put him on the defensive, 
while Hari went from strength to 
strength with bold strokeplay. 

Indu Puri and Shailaja Salokhe 
once again showed they were a cut 


above the rest. Puri, however, was 
given a big fright by Kashmira 
Patel who was two games up and 
led 14-10 in the third before wilt¬ 
ing under her opponent’s onslaught. 
Puri’s topspin is easily the most 
vicious among women today and 
Salokhe felt its full impact in the 
final. 

Manmeet flattered to deceive. 
The conqueror of Chandrasekhar, 
he could not win a single match 
against lesser lights in the second 
stage of the men’s singles and fail¬ 
ed to qualify for the fop honours 
of even the juniors’ singles where 
he was beaten by S. Ramaswamy 
in five games. Ramaswamy had ear¬ 
lier lost to Rajat Kathuria, of UP, 
but qualified for the “final” by 
virtue of his victory over Man- 


repeat of southern triumph 

meet. In the final, however, Rama¬ 
swamy truly met his match in C. R. 
Anand, the younger brother of Ra- 
mesh Babu. Faster on the draw, 
Anand gave a sparkling display and 
is one for the notebook. 

Madhya Pradesh’s S n i g d h a 
Mehta, who executes the loop with 
commendable efficiency, took the 
girls’ title, beating Rajasthan’s 
Shradha Sharma. Mehta must learn 
to open on the backhand, though. 
The winner of the Southern India 
title, Pune’s Sujay Ghorpade annex¬ 
ed the Western India as well. His 
biggest moment at Panjim, how¬ 
ever, was when he edged out R. 
Hari, 22-20, 25-23, in the men’s 
singles fourth round. 

— TOP SPINNER 



INIT8WEEX, OCIOHER 8, 1978 


49 


A GIFT OF LOVE 


SECURITY FOR 
A UFE TIME 


e6NCEPT-l0l-3431 



On her next birthday, give 
her the best gift she has ever 
received- A Bank of India 
Recurring Deposit Account 


Let them grow, month after 
month, year after year. 
There will be many Happy 
Returns... 

Contact the nearest Branch 

for details on 

Minors' Deposit Accoupts. 



Bank of India 

(A Government of India Underiefcing) 

Whin MTVlM IMllM tta eniniMM. 


so 
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A s everybody knows, Vi jay 

Amritraj bas won a Volvo car, 
Anand Amritraj a sail boat and 
Ashok Amritraj a Mercedes-Benz. 

Which is not the same thing as 
erinning the Wimbledon or Davis 
Cup and coming home with tro¬ 
phies and medals. But still, it is 
better than not winning anything. 

What I am worried about is what 
the customs officials would do 
if the three of them were to 
arrive at Santa Cruz airport with 
their winnings. I visualise the 
following situation: 

Vijay arrives at the customs coun¬ 
ter first, driving down the tarmac 
in his Volvo. “What is this?” the 
customs official asks, looking at 
the Volvo with suspicious eyes. 

“It is a sports trophy,” says Vijay. 
“I won it while playing for the 
California Dolphins against the 
Boston Lobsters. It is a sporting 
trophy and I got it for bringing 
eat honour and glory to Cali- 
rnia.” 

“Don’t tell me that,” says the cus¬ 
toms official. "Only if you win 
the Punjab lottery, they give you 
cars. If you win in an interna¬ 
tional sporting contest, you get 
medals and trophies.” 

An official of the All India Tennis 
Association, who is present at 
the airport to manage just sucli 
an eventuality, explains to the 
customs official the circumstan¬ 
ces in which the Volvo was won 


DuxziAO 

AfOUAfI 



by Busybee 


and persuades him to allow it to 
be passed. 

Just then Anand arrives with his 
magnificent sail boat. “You will 
no doubt tell me that you won 
that also, instead of a nice gold 
medal, playing for the California 
Dolphins,” t h e customs official 
says. . 

“Not quite,” says Anand. “I was 
awarded the sail boat for helping 
the Vermont Sharks to beat the 
Baltimore Barracudas. In these 
tournaments, they give away 
sail boats instead of medals.” 

"A foreign car, I may allow to 
pass, but not a foreign sail boat 
also,” the official says. “We have 
got strict standing orders about 
what we can pass and what we 
cannot and a sail boat is absolu¬ 
tely out. Ihey make soma very 
good ones in India.” 

The official of the AITA once again 
explains that it is a bona-fide 


sports trophy and Anand has 
brought fame and fortune to the 
Vermont Sharks. After hurried 
consultations with New Delhi, the 
official allows it to be passed. 

And Ashok then arrives with his 
brand new Mercedes-Benz. The 
official says, “1 see Indian ten¬ 
nis stars have had a very success¬ 
ful year and have brought great 
honour to the country. You nave 
undoubtedly won it at the Wim¬ 
bledon.” 

“Not the Wimbledon,” says Ashok, 
wiping a speck of dust from his 
Benz. “I was awarded the Benz 
for being on the winning Con¬ 
necticut Crabs team which de¬ 
feated in the finals the Winnipeg 
Prawns.” 

“In that case,” says the customs 
official, “I will allow you to take 
the car into the country And 
please accept my congratula¬ 
tions.” 

At this moment, another plane ar¬ 
rives and Prakash Padukone 
gets out and walks down to the 
customs counter. 

"Let me congratulate you on your 
triumph at the Commonwealth 
Games and let me have the plea¬ 
sure of passing your car without 
delay,” says the official. 

Prakasl- explains that he has no 
car, only a gold medal. 

“In that case, I am sorry,” says the 
customs official. "Only foreign 
cars and sail boats are permitted 
into the country as sporting tro¬ 
phies, not gold medals.” 



Ana Thokur, 16 
30/4 Shivaji Nagar, 

Vakola Bridge, 

Santa Cruz (East), 

Bombay 400 OSS. 

Hobbies: Playing cricket, hockey, 
table 'cnnis, carrom, football. 
Maffiiu Nak, 17 
R/465, New Air India Colony, 
Kalina, Bombay 400 029. 

Cricket, football, hockey, movies, 
music. 

Prabk Sarfcar 17 

•36/1 Chunilal Banerjee Road, 
Calcutta 700 0S7. 

Drawing, stamps, collecting, read¬ 
ing cricket, table tennis, pen 
friendship. 

Casunuri Amnjo, M 
Sta. Caetano Merces, 

Goa 403 202. 

Reading, cricket, music, view 
cards, pen friends, 
inneah Malik, 18 
C-10 Soami Nagar, 

New Delhi 110017. 

Lawn tennis, cricket, writing, 
pen friends. 

Vijay Kumar Khaki, 18 
C/o Sri Inder Prakash, 

554/193 Chotu Burnu, 

Alambagh, 

Lucknow 226 005. 


Keeping cricket records, stamps 
collection. 

Nusraih Ali KbaJid, 19 
H. No. 3 2-21, 

Sawarn .Street, 

Karimnagar ^5 002. 

Playing football, hockey, reading. 
H R Prasanna, 19 
11.'2, Githa Road, 

Chamaraja Puram, 

.Mysore 570 004. 

Karnataka. 

Cricket, tennis, stanms and coin 
collection, music, /Carnatic and 
Hindustani). 

Vipan Kumar Handa, 19 
C o Shri A. R. Handa, 

Chowk Pandhian, 

New Chakri Bazar, 

Bataia 143.505. 

Punjab. 

Cricket statistics, pen triendship, 
collecting cricket magazines and 
books. 

Jayania .|oy Oiatieroji, 19 
18B, Kussa Road (South). 

First Lane, 

Calcutta 700 033. 

Writing, music, travelling, pen 
friends, cricket. 

Faisal Saimobai, 20 
Randive Pakhdi, 

Janjira Murud, 


Dist: Kolaba. 

Cricket, football, swimming, 
movies. 

Shaabikant G Jadhav, 21 • 

37/1324 Tilak Nagar, 

Chembur, Bombay 4W089. 

Music, cricket, carrom, photo¬ 
graphy. 

David Daniel Blabwas, 21 
Kasturba Nagar, 

Ratlam (MP). 

Cricket, stamps collection, pen 
friendship, photography. 

John Francis Fer na ndes, 22 
Al-Nujha, Area No. 2, 

St. No. 2$, House No. 18, 

Kuwait. 

Football, playing cards, movies, 
pen friends. 

Kiran Pradhan, 22 
C/o S. M. Lama, 
llth BN Assam Rifles, 

C/o 99 APO. 

Travelling, pop music, swimming. 
Sukumar, 23 
3-6-547/5, Himayainagar, 
Hyderabad 500 029. 

Gardening, bird-watching, Eng¬ 
lish literature. 

Arun B Mhadeahwar, 24 
4'14 Thokarshi Chawl, 

' Ganpairao Kadam Marg, 

Worli. Bombay 400018. 

Cricket, correspondence, techni¬ 
cal movin. 
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G rand Masters Vasiukov 
(USSR). Torre (Philippines) 
and Lein (USA) took the first three 
prizes in India’s first international 
tournament hosted by BHEL at 
Tiruchirapaili. 

Results: Vasiukov 10 (out of 12); 
Torre 9); Lein 9; Sharif, Shirazi 
' (both Iran) and Rodriguez (Philip¬ 
pines) 7 each; R. Ravi Sekhar (In¬ 
dia) GJ; Praveen Thissay 6; Bor- 
donada (Phil) 5; Maskarinas 
(Phil.) 4; M. Hassan, N. Ghalib 
(both India) 3 each; P. Liew 
(Malaysia) 1. 

(n the following game Vasiukov’s 
impending threat of a King side 
attack wins on the Queen side. 

SICILIAN DEFENCE 
White: Vasiukov (USSR) 
Black: Rodriguez (Philippines) 

1. PK4. PQB4 2. NKB3, PK3 3. 
P03 (a) NQB3 4. PKN3, PQ4 5. 
QK2 (b) NB3 6. BN2. BK2 7. 00. 00 
8. PK5, NQ2 9. PB4, NN3 (c) 10. 
NR3, BQ2 11. BB4, NNS 12. KRQl, 
BQB313. NNl. NR3 14. PN3. NQ2 15. 
NB3, NB2 16. PQR4, NNl 17. PR4. 
N1R3 18. RQ2, NNS (d) 19. QRQl. 
PQN3 (e) 20. PQ4. QBl 21. BNS. 
BxB 22. PkB. QPxP 23. NPxP. PxP 
24. NxP. BxB 25. KxB, QN2ch 26. 
NK4, N2R3 27. KNl, NB4 28. NxN, 
PxN 29. NNS. QK2 30. QK3 (f) QN2 
31. QxP. PQR4 32. OK3. QB3 33. 
QB4. QB4 34. RQT, QisBl 35. NQ6, 
RB2 36. RxR, QxR 37. QK4, QQ2 
38. RRl. RNl 39. RR3I. QK 40. 
QB4. RKBl 41. QB3I (g) QB4 42. 
QK3, QB3 43. QQ2. 0B4 A*- QK3, 
QB3 45. QKB3. QB4 46. RK3, NB3 
47. QK4, NK2 48. RN3, NN3 49. 
RN5, QR6 50. RxP. QBSch 51. KN2. 
QxNP 52. RR6. Black lost on time 
(h). 

(a) Thi.s transposition to Kin&’s 
Indian Attack (also possible fii 
French Defence 1. PK4, PK3 2. 
P03) avoids regular variations. Al¬ 
ternative continuations for Black 
are: |i) 3 . . . PQN3 4. PKN3. BN2 
5. BN2, PQ3 (T o r r e-Olafsson. 
Geneva 1977); (ii) 3 . . . PQ4 4. 
QNQ2, NKB3 5. PKN3, PQN3 6. 
BN2. PxP 7. NNS. BN2 (Zeillin- 
Smetanin, USSR 1977); (iii) 3 . . . 
NQB3 4. PKN3, KNK2 5. BN2. 
PKN3 6. 00. BN2 7. PKR4, PKR3 
(Y u t r a y e v-Kapengup, Frunze 
1977). 

(b) Typical of White’s King .side 
attacking plan is the game Mar 
tinovich-Maximovich (Yugoslavia 
1977) 5. QNQ2. NB3 6. BN2. BK2 
7. 00. 00 8. RKl, NKl 9. PB3. NB2 
10. PK5. PQN4 11. NBl, BR3 12. 
PKR4, PN5 13. N1R2, RNl 14. 
NNS. PxP 15. PxP, NN4 16. BQ2, 
NR6 17. BKBl. QN3? 18. QR5, 
PR3 19. NN4I!, PxN 20. PxP, QQl 
21. BK2, RN7 22. KN2. RxB 23. 
RRl. PB4 24. PNG. BR5 25. QR7 
mate. 


(c) Logical is 9 . . . PxP 10. 

PxP, QB2, for example, in Lekht- 
Sokolov, Moscow 1977, 11. RKl, 

NQ5 12. NxN, PxN 13. BB4. RQl 
14. NQ2. NB4 15. PQN4?, NR5 16. 
NK4. NB6 17. NxN, PxN 18. QRNl, 
RQ5 19. BKBl, PQN3 20. QK3. 
BN21 21. PNS (21. QxR?, QB3 
wins), RxPI 22. BxR, QxB Black 
won. 

(d) Black has wasted too much 
time with his Knight manoeuvres. 

(e) If Black closes the centre 
with 19 . . . PQS White will have 
complete freedom to attack on the 
King side after 20. NK4. 

(f) Black has diverted White 
from i King side attack but the 
strength of White’s doubled Rooks 
in *he Q-file forces him to give up 
the QBP. 

(g) White offers exchange of 
Queens so diat he can take the QN- 
file, e.g. 41 . . . QxQ 42. RxQ, NB3 
43. RN3. NxP 44. RN5. 

(h) If 52 . . . QxKP 53. RxRch, 
KxR 54. QB6 wins. 


END GAMES 
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Last week’s ending by T. B. Gor- 
giev ("Isvestia” 1928): Whfte; 
Kc6; B’s-a6. h4; N’s-bl. e3. Black: 
Kh2; B’s-gl, g6: Pe7. Win 1. Nflch, 
Kh3 2. Nbd2, Kxh4 3. Nf3ch. Kh3 
4. Nxgleh, Kg2 5. Ne2, BeSch (if 
5 . . . Kxfl 6. Nf4ch and 7. Nxg6; 
if 5 . . . Be4ch 6. KcS. Kxfl 7. 
Ng3ch and 8. Nxe4) 6. Kc7!. Kxfl 
7. Kd8l. Bf7 8. Kxe7. Bg8 9. Kf8, 
Bh7 10. Kg7 and the Black Bishop 
must succumb to a Knight dis. ch. 





RIDGE is not a game of cold 
percentages. Percentages are a 
useful guide but the better player 
makes diem his servant — not his 
master. 

The most obvious instance is 
when you are looking at, say, 
A Q J X in dummy opposite five 
rags In band. Clearly the finesse 
is the percentage play but if your 
RKO has opened with one of a suit 
which was passed round to your 
partner and LHO has already pro¬ 
duced some five or six points, the 
King is marked on your right and 
the play for a singleton King is by 
far the better chance. 

The average player comes to this 
conclusion if the early play has 
obligingly located LHO’s points. 
The better player goes a little fur¬ 
ther and makes a concerted effort 
to locate those points even if some 
slight risk of a ruff is entailed. 

But the theme has extensions 
which are often missed: 

The contract is *7 Hearts’ 

A K J 9 X X 
A K 3 
A K Q J 
ml 

(N) 

(S) 


J 10 8 6 5 

XXX 

K 9 X X 


The bidding has little to com¬ 
mend it: 

N S 

2C 2D 
2S 3H 
4D 4H 
7H — 

The opponents are good players 
who have remained silent through 
the auction. 

2C = Artificial Demand Bio 

2D ~ Artificial negative 

Other bids are natural 

Opening lead D8 

The heart Ace is cashed, fetching 
deuce from LHO and the 4 spot 
from RHO. The spade Ace is cash¬ 
ed followed by a spade ruff in 
hand on which LHO’s Queen ap¬ 
pears. Your only problem now is 
location of the heart Queen. You 
play the heart knave and the nine 
comes from your left. Do you rea¬ 
son that your LHO appears to be 
.short in spades and probably has 
heart length and therefore the 
Queen. 

You could be right but there are 
at least three reasons why the play 
for the drop is superior. First, 
as pointed out by my correspon¬ 
dent, Santanu Ghosh, who sent me 
the hand, the man on lead is likely 
to lead dummy’s short suit if he is 
looking at the heart Queen in his 
band. Dummy obviously has all 
first round controls and his club 
control is as likely to be a void as 
a singleton Ace (the club shortage 
is marked). Any defender looking 
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at a guarded heart Queen would 
try to make dummy ruff at trick 
one. in an endeavour to promote 
a trick for his Queen. 

Secondly, who has the heart 7? 
If RHO had 7 4 doubleton don’t you 
think he might have tried the 7 
spot on your Ace? If West has the 
heart 7, his 9 is a false card and 
you can figure out why. 

Thirdly, your only chance on a 
club lead is the play for the drop. 
That diamond lead could be a 
&eek Gift. 

As against all this, the only thing 
in favour of a finesse is the ab¬ 
sence of a trump lead. On balance, 
I think the scales tip for the drop. 

The full hand as it was in a West 
Bengal tournament: 


Q X X 

A K J 9 X X 
A K 3 

A K Q J 
nil 

(N) 

10 XX 

9 7 2 


Q 4 

10 X X 

(W) (E) 

X xx 

A Q J X 


10 X X X X 

(S) 

X 

J 10 8 6 5 

XXX 

K 9 X X 



The indications were missed by 
the declarer whom Santanu des- 


How much do 
_you know?_ 

1. What are the dimensions of the 
standard playing area in hand¬ 
ball? 

2. If the ball is lifted dangerously 
into an oncoming hockey player 
who used his hand to protect 
himself, and in so doing propels 
the ball slightly forward, should 
he be penalised? 

"} In golf, can you replace the ball 
without a penalty if you acci¬ 
dentally knock it' off the peg 
tee? 

4. In which gymnastic events is 
footwear compulsory? 

5. Would a swimmer be disquali¬ 
fied for walking or standing 
during a race? 

6. Can the hand-out, in squash, de¬ 
mand that the service .be made 
from the correct box, if it is not 
so? 

7. In athletics, can a slop watch of 
1/5 of a second be used to time 
a 400 m. race? 

ANSWERS: 

1. 40 m. in length and 20 m. in 
width. 2. No. If a penalty is given 
it should be against the player who 
raised the ball. 3. Yes. 4. Side- 
horse, rings, parallel bars and hori¬ 
zontal bar. S. Yes and no respec¬ 
tively. 6. Yes, if he does not at¬ 
tempt to take the service. 7. No. as 
the timing has to be recorded in 
1/10 of a second. 

—HOSEY MISTRY 


cribes a little unkindly at an inter¬ 
national of yesteryears. 

Take a look at this one: 

A K X 

10 X X 

8 5 

K Q X X X 


J 10 9 X X 

X X 

A K J 

J X X 

I was playing a Mixed pairs 
event and the bidding was: 

N E S W 

ID 2D 2S 3H 

3S P 4S P 

P P 

2D = Natural 

LHO led out the heart Ace and 
another heart to his partner’s King. 
The 7 of clubs came back. Now the 
play for the drop in spades, was 1 
thought, outstanding: West was void 
in diamonds — for wire. The 7 of 
clubs looked a natural card pro¬ 
bably top of nothing. If the spade 
finesse held, what was going fo 
take care of the club knave? ~ 
a finesse? There was yet another 
argument for the drop — If the 
finesse lost to a doubleton Queen, 
my RMO who had missed the boat 
at trick 2 might now recover and 


give her partner a diamond ruff. 
Two dow'n might be horrible in e 
pairs ev'snt. The play of Ace and 
King of .spades was worth a naar 
top — more — than such a almple 
play deserved. If my RHO had rear 
soned, as she should have, that hw 
partner’s failure to lead her suit 
marked him for a void, they could 
have made two trump tricks in 
addition to their three red suit 
winners. 

I wonder what 1 would fa a v-e 
dontt if LHO had made me the 
greek gift of a club on the opening 
lead. 


Sportawords 

(Last week’s sdudon) 




'UORSE racing is a sport, very 
** rarely found on stamps. The 
Australian Postal Philatelic Service 
plans to bring out a multicolour 
set of four stamps on horse racing 
on October 18, 1978. This new cate¬ 
gory of stamps depict four historic 
horses of Australian turf. They 
are; Tuiloch, Bernborough, P h a r 
Lap and Peter Pan. 

Tuiloch (20c) was the greatest 
stakes-winner of the Australian 
turf for two years. He had a tally 
of 52 placings in 53 starts. Bern- 
borough (35 c) is well-known tor 
his fifteen consecutive wins in ten 
months. Phar Lap (50 c) was the 
winner of tfae 1930 Melbourne Cup. 
He had run in Australia for ma^y 
years. Peter Pan (55 c) had Won 



'he Melbourne Cup twice in 1932 
and 1934. 


— JAGDISH BINIWALE 


Bobby Dazzlor 
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Nice job, so far 

W ELL, Indo-Pak cricket h as 
finally rc-commenccd. And In¬ 
dia seem to be doing a good job. 
at least in the initial stages. 

Earlier, there were misgiviings 
about Indian spinners being able 
to get the accomplished Pakitdan 
batsmen out on their placid twic- 
kets. Even our batsmen appear to 
have done well against Imran imd 
Sarfraz. 

So Indian cricket doesn’t seem 
to be entirely in the doldrumsl 

— Rajiv .Shekar (Jabalpur). 

English, please 

T REQUEST AIR, for the beneitit 
^ o£ listeners in the south, to r e¬ 
lay the Indo-Pak Test cricket con.t- 
mentary in English. For the past 
few years it has been the practice 
of AIR to send two cr-iimentalors, 
one for English and another for 
Hindi. 

In those days, we couM follovv 
the cricket matches b.,* tunini; 
either to the BBC or Radio Austra¬ 
lia. But now this will not be posi- 
sible as Pakistan wnnld relay the 
cmnmentaries in Urdu. 

We, the cricket lovers of the 
south, can only stare at our radio 
sets if wc can’i understand t b c 
language. Moreover^ the game may 
lose interest if it ts described in 
any language other than English. 

Lastly, may I remind pco])le 
that cricket is not only ihc game ol 
the north, but it is a national 
game. The souh ton has produced 
many outstanding cricketers. 

— C. H. Swaminaihan (Madras). 

Simmo too old 

R EF; Your article: “Simpson — 
Let down?” (SW. Oct. 1). 

It says that the last thing Aus¬ 
tralian players expected of Bob 
Simpson was to quit from first, 
class cricket. 

Well, Simpson is rather old, 
isn’t he? for competitive cricket. 
Didn’t he come back into Test cric¬ 
ket after nine years and virtually 


mould an Australian XI from 
scratch? And now that he has esta¬ 
blished some kind of a base for a 
good team and wishes to retire, 
people make a big noise about it 

— Ranjit Talvar (New Delhi). 

Gamesmanship 7 

T SIMPLY cannot imagine how 
* Michael Green (SW. Sept. 24) 
can call Bobby Riggs’ obscene be¬ 
haviour gamesmanship. While 
Nasta.se’s behaviour can be termed 
idiotic, Riggs* sense of humour is 
positively crude. Being photogra¬ 
phed eating raw meat with a naked 
girl sprawled acooss his lap is the 
height of vulgarity and an insult 
to his opponent. 

Stephen Potter might have shud¬ 
dered at Nastase’s misbehaviour 
but there is no doubt he would 
have passed right out at Riggs’ idea 
of gamesman^ip. 

— Shohini Ghosh (Calcutta). 



Pakisian's hospitality began in 
Bombay. PlA’s div. mgr. Rajah 
l.riihdii' greets Bed! before the 
Indian .cam’s departure 

Good going 

vyOUR coverage of the Indian 
A team’s departure to Pakistan 
was very good, I hope you will con- 
‘inue to provide us excellent cover¬ 
age of the tour with exciting ac¬ 
tion photographs. 

—- Bina Coswami (Pune). 


Excellent 

*|'HE new-look SPORTSWEEK is 
excellent. Thank you very 
much for increasing the pages and 
for the good reading material. 
Vfhat we want now is more colour 
blow-ups and hope that we will 
soon get them. 

— Bans! Lai Verma 
(Bombay). 

Ironic 

¥ RONIC, isn’t it, that Punjab have 
^ been eliminated from the Natio¬ 
nal Soccer in their first round 
while Jammu & Kashmir, complete 
nonentities in the soccer field, 
made it into the quarter-final stage. 
There must be something extreme¬ 
ly wrong somewhere, for Punjab 
and Services, both strong conten¬ 
ders, to have been placed in the 
same pool while a couple of other 
pools consisted of absolutely non¬ 
football playing states. 

— Surjit Singh Ahluwalia (Delhi). 

Sporting gesture * 

¥ T’s rather surprising that no one 
has made any mention of the 
fact that the Indian Cricket Con¬ 
trol Board should be given a pat 
on the back for not creating a 
rumpus over the inclusion of the 
five Packer men in the Pak team. 

Does anybody remember t h e 
English cries that were heard last 
year when the Pak Packer boys 
were looking for inclusion into the 
side for the third Test? 

— Rakesh Kelkar (Poona). 

Not new 

HE ‘Adborse’ concept is not new 
^ to India. We may not find 
Dalda Delight and company on our 
courses but then one can always 
find ‘Sholay’ (owned by G. P. 
Sippy). ‘Dharmatma’ (owner Feroj 
Khan). ‘Intaquam’ (owner Sadhana 
& husband) and so on. So what’s 
new'Mr. Rutnagar. 

— Shanti Prashad Parikh 
(Bombay). 

Time to quit. All 

ir TOTALLY agree with Mr. Alan 
Hoby that Ali should go while 
the going is good. There’s nothing 
left for him to prove in the ring. 
We all agree he’s the greatest so 
he. needn’t try to go any further 
because if he keeps going he’ll lose 
and many a dream will be shatter¬ 
ed. Let him leave as the heavy¬ 
weight champion of the world and 
the o^y one to have been that 
thrice. 

— Jagdish Verma (Patna). 
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One Uute-specidl earning up!* 


Biue-ribbon winner I 
ORANGE NOVELTY 

Pour 1 bottle of Gold Spot, 1 cup milk and 3 tablespoons pineapple juice, into 
mixer jar. Blend well on low speed. Add small bits of pineapple and 10 prams 
dissolved gelatin to this mixture. Stir in a little orange colour, 
if needed. Keep in fridge till set. To serve, arrange 
pieces in empty pineapple shell. 

Hurry if you want your share! 

KEEP GOLD SPOT STOCKED AT HOME. 

UNEXPECTED GUESTS DROP IN ANYTIME! 





Cold Spot,The taste goes to your smile 






















PANTENE 

THE NCN<mEASrGROOMING AIDTHArCHBCKS HAIBlJOSS. 








Unfold 
the irresistible world of 

DiMMW Such distinguished colours. Such a 

panoramic variety Binny Blends ... suitings, 
• shirtings, dress materials. Which combine 
comfort and easy-care with high fashion. 
That's temptation tor you' 


polyester blends 
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This week 



The precarious state of India’s 
batting was amply displayed in 
their match against the Combined 
North-Western Province and Balu¬ 
chistan XI when the middle-order 
slumped to the point of defeat. 
Little known Anwar Khan, who 
cannot yet be considered for Tests, 
ran through the Indians’ second 
innings after the tourists were 
given enough time to score 167 for 
victory, llltimately, resolute bat¬ 
ting by the tail-enders contributed 
to a draw . . . p 8 

After a lapse of 21 months, 
Lillee and Thomson played for the 
same team, but only in a charity 
match. However, Thomson, who re¬ 
cently caused a sensation by sign¬ 
ing a three-year contract with WSC. 
was far from his best, even with 
Lillee bowling from the other end 

... p 12 

Playinft for several years with 
Marty Riessen as his doubles part¬ 
ner, Tom Okker showed that he 
is as good as ever when teaming 
up with Wojtek Fibak. Only a few 
days ago, the pair won the Lipton 
World of Doubles titles against 
Riessen and Sherwood Stewart 

... p 21 

Former Olympian, Rajagopal, 
who now coaches the Indian junior 
hockey team, appeared pleased 
with his boys’ performance after a 
whirlwind tour of West Germany. 
The players performed superbly 


and of the seven matches played, 
India won three and lost one 
... p 25 

At Bangalore, Michael Ferreira 
convincin^y won the ITI Officers 
Club billiards title. But the snooker 
championship provided some 
shocks. Arvind Savur caused two 
upsets, one of them was a victory 
over the eventual champion . . . 
p 33 

The selection of 20 probables for 
the Indian soccer team to the Asian 
Games has already triggered accu¬ 
sations that pulls and pressures 
may have been exerted. And it is 
hard to ei^iain the exclusion of 
two prominent Indian footballers 
— Shyam Thapa and Gautam Sar- 
kar. Some inclusions too are in¬ 
explicable ... p 39 

Although Bengal won the San- 
tosh Trophy national soccer cham¬ 
pionship last week, they faced 
some anxious moments in the early 
half of the final. Goa appeared to 
have been deprived of a goal when 
a linesman pulled up one of their 
forwards for off-side ... p 40 

FEATURES: No Kiddin’... p 11; 
Buzzing Around . . . p 18j Quotes' 
... p 49; Question Box ... p 50; 
Pen Friends Corner ... p 51; 
Chess ... p 52; Bridge ... p 52; 
Sportswords ... p 53. 
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Comment 


Khaiid Ansari 



Imran Khan 


T he handsome, fair-com- 
plexioned, Punjabi-speak> 
ing Pathan, Imran Khan could 
well be the key man in the 
outcome of the Indo-Pak series. 
Even before he came to India 
to play in benefit matches for 
former cricketers earlier this 
year, he enjoyed a healthy 
reputation as a medium fast 
bowler. While not in the class 
of Lillee, Roberts or Holding, 
Imran is not far behind them. 

Years ago, when Imran was 
making inroads into firsKlass 
cricket, he evinced extraordi¬ 
nary talents as an outstanding 
all-rounder. He batted well, 
bowled exceptionally and his 
over-all cricketing prowess en¬ 
sured him a trip to England 
with the Pakistani team in the 
summer of ’TZ. 

There, in the first Test at 
Edgbaston, he made his debut 
but Imran did little to be re¬ 
membered for that nudeh. 
However, his great moments 
were yet to come. 

In 1972 he joined Oxford 
and, a couple or years later, be¬ 
came the University’s cricket 
captain. Soon he emerged as a 
brilliant player and ventured 
higher in the realm of county 
cricket. 

But his vast potentialities 
became evident whet), last 
year, he played a leading role 
in his country’s Test match 
victory over Australia to draw 
level in the series. 

Although Imran has Joined 
WSC, h^es to play for Paki¬ 
stan. A few months ago, he en¬ 
dured the disappointment of 
being sidelined sraen the MCC 
refused to play against Paki¬ 
stan with their Packer players. 
But now he is back in the team 
for the series against India . .. 
and enjoying every aspect of it. 

Transparency: Patrick Eagar 


On completing 10 years 


October’s child is bom for woe 
And life’s vicioBitudes must know . . . 

■ T seems like only the other day — October 13, 196S to be precise — 
" that a few starry-eyed young men with fire in their bellies decided 
to indulge in a bit of boat-rocking, making waves, to try in howsoever 
modest a manner to do something about the mesa in Indian sport, it 
was dieir endeavour to inform, educate, entertain, (o sift the grain from 
the chaff, to separate the noise from the news through the Instrument of a 
bright, exciting, exclusive sports magazine. It was their desire, above 
all, to try and cleanse Indian span which was, perhaps, tantamount to 
getting blood from a stone. Thus was born SPORTSWERK. 

The resolve, however, continues despite the heartbreaks and frus¬ 
trations, in spite of the fear that the job of curing Indian spon of ita 
cancer is seemingly Herculean, that the task of making ours a .sport- 
minded nation even more formidable. But ,we have always maintained 
that a start boa to be made and that aomebody has to do it. 

In Longfellow’s words, “We judge ouselves by what we feel capable 
of doing, while others judge us by what we have already done.” Or not. 
done, one may add. 

We have been extremely fortunate in that at all times we have 
had the unstinted support and unwavering loyalty of our readers which, 
we are confident, will continue in (he years ahead in our bumble endea¬ 
vour to produce better Indians of tomorrow through sport. 

It is a mattM of joy for us at SPORTSWERK that the need for 
propagation of sport to millions of our countrymen is being increasingly 
appreciated. Some four months ago sports lovers in the country were 
presented wiUi a new sports publication, Sportstar, from the renowned 
Hindu group of Madras. 

And in this our anniversary week we welcome another sports 
weekly, Sportsworld, from the well-known Ananda Bazar Pairika group 
of Calcutta. 

While welcoming these publications to the fold, SPORTSWERK 
hopes that the needs of the sports lovers of the country will be catered 
to not only adequately but responsibly, that competition will be 
healthy and beneficial to all concerned and that, in the ultimate analysis 
the cause of sport and the interest of sportsmen and sports lovers will 
be furthered in all respects. 


Indian stars for Packer? 


T here is a shock in store per, told an interviewer (text 

for the Indian cricket on p 17 of this Issue) recenUy: 

lover. Rumour has it in Paki- “I don’t think 1 would have 

Stan that six Indian players U up (WSC). To me, 

may join Kerry Packer’s World Test cricket is far more impor- 

Series Cricket after the cur- tant than any financial pro¬ 
rent season at home. Their position. One thing you can’t 

names — if one has his ears o«y with money is national 

glued to grapevine — are aelf-respect.” Well, 

Bishan Be^ Sunil Gavaskar, well! 

Dilip Vengsorkar, Syed Kir- 

mam, ErapaUi Prasanna and There was talk of Gavaskar 

Bhagwat Chandrasekhar. joining. His on-off attitude to 

the Packer proposals baffled 
Why the shock? Because the all. Then came word that Kir- 

Indian erkket fan has been manl was going. And now the 

fed on sweet words of the deluge. Where, how. and when 

f tlory of Test cricket and the did all this negotiating take 

ove of playing for one’s coun- place? Let’s wait and see and 

try. Bishan Bedi, India’s skip- watch this story unfold. 
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Murittaq (left) aod Bedi, die rival captains . . . louih task ahead 



Who will win? 


W HAT do you think will hap¬ 
pen? Who will l^in? These 
are tne questions being asked by 
every cricket enthusiast at home 
on tne eve of the Indo-Pak series. 
So must be the case in Pakistan 
as well. 

Such questions and debates on 
the merits and drawbacks of the 
rivals are not uncommon on the 
eve of any Tests series — even if 
India are not involved. In the pre¬ 
sent case, however, the questions 
become ail the more intriguing be¬ 
cause the two countries last met in 
1960 and India are touring Pakistan 
after a gap of 23 years. 

Pakistan skipper Mushtaq Mo¬ 
hammad is the only link with the 
past and an entirely new genera¬ 
tion of cricketers has come up dur- 
ing the while. As — they will be 
pitting their skills against each 
other for the first time it becomes 
exremely difficult to make a pro¬ 
per assessment of the rivals* 
chances. 

So the enthusiast who is asking 
what the outcome will be is ac- 
(uallv groping in the dark. He is 
indulging m wishful thinking and 
flights of fantasy, not arriving at a 
conclusion throu^ a process of in¬ 


duction and deduction. He asks 
every passerby and discusses the 
prospects with friends without get¬ 
ting anywhere. Even the cricketer 
and critic, who are supposed to be 
endowed with extra powers of per-. 
ception, are not of much help. 

Who will win? On the face of it, 
the question would seem to indi- 
cate that the issue is wide open. On 
the other hand, a psychologist 
would probably say that the way 
it is framed the question indicate.-' 
doubt and a lack of confidence. 
Whichever way you look at it, a 
most, rtfreshing feature is that no 
one is saying we got to beat those 
guys. Passiona have not been arou¬ 
sed. There is no false sense of pa¬ 
triotism. No Jehad. The total ab¬ 
sence of any feeling clearly shows 
the eagerness of both nations to get 
closer to each other. The series 
thus promises to be a victory for 
cricket. 

*016 Board has set the right 
mood by clearly telling the players 
that their conduct on and off the 
field will be more important than 
victory or defeat in the series. And 
Pakistan have responded by not 
only, according an enthusiastic re¬ 
ception to the team everyn^ere but 
also by finalising the tour condi-. 


tions in a spirit of give and take. 
Their acceptance of the six-ball 
over is a major concession for 
India. 

In such an atmosphere of cor¬ 
diality, it is not surprising that the 
enthusiast wants to be where the 
action is. In the midst of all the 
discussion on the prospects one 
often hears the question: Are you 
going to Pakistan? More often than 
not, the reply is; “Yeah, I am try¬ 
ing to go. I have friends in Lyall- 
pur.” Or, “yes, I got relations in 
Lahore.” 

One fan who has neither friends 
nor relations in Lyallpur or Lahore 
was saying the other day that he 
would like to go nevertheless — 
even if he didn’t get a visa. He 
wouldn't mind spending a couple 
of days in jail provided he got to 
see the Test. So many are eager to 
go that it will perhaps be no exag¬ 
geration to say that Indian fans 
can fill up the grounds in Pakistan. 

The enthusiasm for cricket in 
both Pakistan and India is some¬ 
thing totally different from what 
obtains in the rest of the world. 
Men like Tony Greig have acknow¬ 
ledged it with joy and admiration. 
So it is easy to understand why 
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there is such trenendous into-est 
when the two ere about to meet 
^■ch other. It is a dream coming 
true! Ihus you find die man in the 
street and the paanwalia also ask¬ 
ing "Aapko, kya lagtha hai?." And 
friendly bets and promotional quia 
contests not only on the outcome 
of the series but also on who will 
score the most runs or secure the 
maximum wickets. 

For many years now, fans on 
both sides of the border have been 
debating whether India or Pakistan 
have the better side even though 
the prospects of a series appear^ 
remtte, while the plavers have 
been sighing for such an oppor¬ 
tunity. Meanwhile both have produ¬ 
ced some great players. Today, if 
Pakistan can boast of a Majid Khan 
so can we talk with justifiable pride 
of Sunil Gavaskar. If Imran and 
Sarfraz will be the chief destroyers 
for Pakistan, so will Bedi, Prasanna 
and Chandra be for India. 

However, Pakistan start off with 
some inherent advantages. The re- 


Going across? 

E verybody seems to be 

thinking of getting across 
the border. With an Indo-Pak 
Test series on there it is but 
natural. But how? Querries 
with travel agents have drawn 
a blank so far. 

There is, however, a ray of 
hope. The Pakistan Tourist 
Corporation in a!»ocialion with 
Pakistan International Airline 
have a package deal for Indian 
visitors. The trip will cost 
around Rs. 5,000 per Test. This 
includes stay in five-star hotels 
and Test match tickets. 

The deal is on a take-U-or- 
leave-it basis — iio options for 
the tourists. 


turn of their Packer players must 
be a tremendous boost to their mo¬ 
rale which had received a shatter¬ 
ing blow in England last summer. 

At the same time it must be poin¬ 
ted out that our spin attack is cap¬ 
able of containing the best batting 
line-up and our famed foursome 
have alrea^ provided encouraging 
evidence in his regard in ^e preli¬ 
minary matches. The only question 
is whether they will get just the 
little encourai^ment they need 
from the tracks for the Tests. And 
the help of our chronically vulner¬ 
able middlemrder for a decent 
score to bowl against. Because of 
their notoriously slow tracl^ draws 
have been preponderant in Tests 
in Pakistan. With all the variables 
and imponderables it is anybody’s 
guess what the outcome of the pre¬ 
sent series will be. All one can say 
is; Inihanallah) may the better side 
win. 



Odds favour Pak? 


I^RICKET is the talking point in 
^ town again. Everyone wants lo 
hazard a guess — while denying it 
at the same time — on the outcome 
of the first Test between India and 
Pakistan beginning at Faisalabad 
on Monday. 

The air is literally full of pre¬ 
dictions. So we at SPDKTSWEEK 
passed a costal ball around and 
camp up with the verdict of quite 
a few eminent fen in the field of 
sport. Here are their Impression. 

HAMMANT SINGH 

The first Test will be the key to 
the series. The toss will be vital. 
From Bcmbay' it is impossible to 
say accurately how the wicket will 
behave or predict what sort of con¬ 
ditions will prevail. But if it is 
true that the pitch at Faisalabad is 
only three weeks old, it will not 
bind and the only way to counter 
that is to have some grass on the 
pitch. 

1 cannot ima^ne a new wicket 
of that kind hmping batsmen. If 
what we bear is true the wicket 
will not necessarily help the pace- 
men but it will provide more assis¬ 
tance to pace, in a certain mea¬ 
sure, because of the uneven bounce. 
I would not like to hazard a guess 
as to the outcome of the Test but 
it will probably be a bowlers match. 

ANANT SETALVAD 

We have a very good chance in 
the first Test. Much, of course, 
will de|>cnd on the wicket. Our 
baiting is .sounder than it has been 
for a long time, although the mid¬ 
dle order is still a little suspect. On 
the whole Pakistan's bowlers should 
not hold much of a threat to our 
batting. At this point of time one 
distressing factor is the poor form 
of Klrmani.Let’s hope he gets into 
his stride in time. 

BUSVBEB 

India will win either by three 
wickets or 70 runs. The match will 
end on the fifth day. It will be a 
low scoring one but I expect Sunil 
Gavaskar to bat well in both inn¬ 
ings. Chandrasekhar and Prasanna 
will get the wickets. Pakistan will 
drop many catches. 

RUSI MODI 

It will be an interesting Test 
match, and as can be expected 
will be a tussle between pace and 
spin. I expect the wicket to be slow 
not really assisting pace or spin. 
But if it breaks up we have the 
bowlers to exploit ft. If the wicket 
is as expected Imran and Sarfraz to 


ose quite a few problems for our 
atsmen. We will have to depend 
heavily on Gavaskar. Viswanath. 
Vengsarkar, and the Anwrnaths if 
we are to score heavily, 

I expect a draw in the first Test 
— in fact all three TesU can end 
in draws, but one can never be 
sure. 


MADHAV MANTRI 

I think the Pakistanis chose Fai¬ 
salabad for the Test because they 
expect the wicket to help pace. 
Previous Tests were held at Rawal¬ 
pindi which is a spinners paradise. 
Still it is very dinicult to judge a 
wicket from this distance. But I 
think it will break up and in the 
latter part of the- match help the 
spinners. That is my experience of 
most new pitches. Chandrasekhar 
will play a vital role. He has been 
held back by Bedi in the initial 
matches. The selectors should play 
Ghavri and Kapil Dev for the first 
Test. It can act as a deterrent if 
the Pakistanis try to bowl too many 
bouncers at us. 1 expect our bats¬ 
men to do well as they gained in 
experience over the years against 
faster bowler and on quicker wic¬ 
kets than those they will face in 
Pakistan. The Pakistani batsmen 
are too impetuous and have no real 
experience of playing against top 
class spin. That is the big differ¬ 
ence between the sides. 

AZIZ CURRIMBHOY 

It's Pakistan for me on that Fai¬ 
salabad wicket. I would make it 
70-30 in their favour when you 
take everything into account. 

FAROKH HANSOTIA 

The series in my opinion will be 
closely fought, the result being a 
difference of one in Pakistan’s fa¬ 
vour, provided of course that the 
umpiring is fair and of internatio¬ 
nal standard. 

Pakistan is a team of professio¬ 
nals, majority of whom have play¬ 
ed in England and are used to all 
types of bowling on all types of 
of wickets. Hence they hold the 
edge over us. As usual the Indian 
batting depends on Gavaskar, Vn- 
wanatn and Vengsarkar, mainly 
Gavaskar. Be is like a locomotive, 
if he fails the whole train (team) 
slows down. 

According to the Indian book¬ 
makers the odds for the series are 
3:2 against a draw 5:4 against an 
Indian victory 10:9 on for a Paki¬ 
stani victory. 
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Shock for the tourists 


HERE must have been moments 
at Peshawar against the Com¬ 
bined North-Western Province and 
Baluchistan XI when Bishan Sin^ 
Bedi must have been haunted by 
the nightmarish experiences of the 
first three Tests against Tony 
Greig’s England as the Indian bats¬ 
men found themselves in the 
dumps. 

Twenty-year-old Anwar Khan 
cannot be considered to, be in the 
running for a Test cap, uarticularly 
as Pakistan’s heavy artillery can be 
effectively manned by the tried 
and trusted Imran Khan and Sar- 
fraz Nawaz, with the left-arm Sikan- 
der Bakht to lend the awesome duo 
all the support required. And yet, 
he left the Indians, set to make 
167 runs in two hours and the 20 
mandatory overs, tottering on the 
brink of defeat with a rich haul of 
six for 42. 

The splendour of the first innings 
was soon forgotten as 4he middle 
order caved in. Anwar bowled to 


a fine line and length and would 
not have been flattered if he had 
scored a decisive victory almost 
single-handed. Gavaskar, the most 
consistent batsman on the tour, '^as 
the only one who showed a proper 
appreciation of the situation. But 
once he left, the rot set in. 

Anwar Khan, promised an incre¬ 
ment for every wicket that he took 
by bis bank employees, was the 
very epitome of steadiness on a 
slow wicket. He allowed the bats¬ 
men few opportunities to drive and 
baited Chaunan, struggling to come 
to terms with himseu, Gavaskar, 
Viswanath and Mohinder Amarnath 
into playing false strokes and then 
yorked Kapil Dev, who enjoyed 
himself in the first innings, for a 
duck. 

But Anshuman Gaekvrad, whose 
courage and resolution are more in 
evidence than batting skill, and 
BedL who found the time to clown 
his way into the hearts of the fans, 
held firm together and stuck it out 


for the tourists to save the match 
with 130 for eight wickets. 

Surinder Amarnath was in full 
cry in the first innings. His knock 
brought a fair admirer to the 
ground. But the left-hander made a 
wild swipe at a hook before he had 
settled down and was bowled. The 
sweet young thing turned to her 
escort and said: *T thought you told 
me he was a good player.” 

"Oh, well," came the contrite re¬ 
ply, “his father wasl” 

Kapil Dev bowled well, while 
Bedi, who found his length, Chan¬ 
drasekhar and Prasanna showed 
that the Indian attack can acquit it¬ 
self creditably on any type of 
pitch.’ 

Prasanna drove this les.son home 
with a vengeance in the next three- 
day match here when he shook the 


Indians vs Combined Frontier & 
Baluchistan Combined XI 268 
fmr 9 deck (Zaheer 7S, S h a f i q 
Ahmed 48 Kapil Dev 3 for 61, 
Chandra 3 for 67) and 201 (Was^m 
Raja 45, Mohsin Khan 34, Prasanna 
3 for 51). 

Indians 303 for 7 deck (Gavas¬ 
kar 52, M. Amarnath 42, S. Amar¬ 
nath 71, Gaekwad 47, Kapil Dev 
48) and 130 for 8 (Gavaskar 44, 
Anwar Khan 6 for 42). 

Indians vs BCCP President’s Xt 
Indians 258 for 5 deck (Chauhan 
83, Vengsarkar 57, Mohinder 45) 
and 188 for 6 (Vengsarkar 53 not 
out). 

BCCP XI 199 (Sadiq 47, Rashid 
59, Prasanna 6 for 35). 


batting might of Pakistan to its 
very foundations with his superb 
control and subtle variations of 
flight and spin. 

Bedi did not play in this match. 
Gaekwad, who opened with Cbau- 
han, was dismissed cheaply. But 
chauhan, who took no risks in his 
desire to knock Gaekwad out of 
contention for the privilege and 
honour of opening the India inn¬ 
ings with Gavaskar, chipped in 
with a laborious 83. Vengsarkar 
continues to lend confidence and 
distinction to the tourists’ batting 
and he had a workmanlike half- 
century. 

Gavaskar is batting extremely 
well. He handled the team as well 
as he hats. Prasanna and Venkat- 
raghavan got an early tilt at the 
batsmen in the absence of Bedi and 
they thrived on hard work. Venkai 
took some superb catches and so 
did Gavaskar as Prasanna finished 
with six for 35. Asif Iqbal did not 
bat. But Haroon Rashid and Za- 
heer Abbas were lucky to enjoy 
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Prasanna . . . deadly spell 
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Kirmani .... ifistresMAjlt out of form 


early escapes. Kirmani. who is 
thinking of siuing up with Pac> 
ker, dropped tnree catches behind 
!he wicket. 

Both Prasanna and Venkat, who 
claimed two tnckets, had the bats¬ 
men in constant trouble. But Chan¬ 
dra got little lift and bounce from 
the pitch and he conceded 45 runs 
in 11 overs without taking a wic¬ 
ket. 

Disaster does not push the mo¬ 
dern generation of Pakistani bats¬ 
men into their shells. They are 
aggressive and dynamic. Haroon 
Rashid cracked Venkat for two 
glorious sixes. But Mianded, who 
thrilled the bobby-soxers when he 
came on by popular demand and 
took a wicket, left them in the 
dumps when he was cheaply dis¬ 
missed, brilliantly caught by Gavas¬ 
kar off Prasanna. 

Sarfraz did not bowl flat out. He 
can worry the Indians in the first 
Test, particularly after the stunning 
successes of Anwar Khan at Pesha¬ 
war. 


Radio team 

A ll India Radio has appointed 
its team of commentators for 
the three Test series against Paki¬ 
stan. 

They are: Anant Setaivad and 
M. M. Manjul (Hindi) for the first 
Test. Narotim Puri and Mahesh 
Deb (Hindi) for the second Test 
while Balu Alaganan and Sushil 
Doshi will cover the third Test. 

The panel who cbo.se the com¬ 
mentators comprised of Fatebsinii- 
rao Gaekwad, Vi jay Merchant, 
Mansur Ali Khan, Pearson Surita, 
M. Handoo and Gopal Das. 

The Test matches between India 
and Pakistan, are proposed to be 
shown to television viewers in 
Bombay, Delhi, Calcutta and 
Madras on the following days of 
the play. 

A. R. Shinde, director of Door- 
darshan Bombay, said the matches 
in full would be shown to the In¬ 
dian viewers one day late. The 
matches will also be shown in 
Lucknow, Amritsar and Srinagar 
later. 



Dilip VengaarVar in fide form 
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Conspiracy against Sam? 


I AM not normally a great be¬ 
liever in conspiracy theories. 
We as a people are always ready 
to believe that no event can have 
a simple explanation but must ne¬ 
cessarily involve long complicated 
ones with the CIA, the KGB and 
the kitchen sink thrown in. Yet 
the manner in which the AICS has 
been hi^lighted ever since it was 
re-constituted under Field Marshal 
Sam Manekshaw makes one won¬ 
der it there is something in the 
conspiracy theory, after -til. 

Soon after the new Council was 
formed, I found myself involved 
in a discussion about it with a 
leading .satrap of one of our auto¬ 
nomous sports federation. He was 
not very happy about the changes. 
What did an Army Field Marshal 
—albeit a very successful one — 
know about sports? There were 
far too many old faces in the Coun¬ 
cil, there were far too many new 
ones — in any case there were not 
enough men of enterprise. He. of 
course, had a personal axe to grind 
having been dropped from the 
Council, but soon his criticism.'; 
were being echoed by others in a 
manner which makes one feel that 
the spurting barons feared that this 
time the AICS meant business. 

One leading newspaper comment 
ed critically and not particularly 
illuminatingly on the new mem 
bers. At its first meeting the AICS 
considered a report on our perfor¬ 
mance at. Buenos Aires and the hoc- 
keywallahs were horrified. Surely— 
their friends in the press a.sked— 
just one such report was not proof 
and all this hullabaloo had ri.sen 
because a solitary Indian journalist 
had been there — were his impres¬ 
sions valid? (the really valid ques¬ 
tion was never asked — why other 
journalists were not at Buenos 
Aires to give us their impressions?) 
And then came the decision not to 
send a team for the international 
tournament in Pakistan. The team 
would be a str.ndby, what is more 
important given our .'shattered in¬ 
ternational position it was time to 
take stock, to rebuild after so much 
havoc and dc»nruction. 

F ar loo often we rush in lem¬ 
ming-like into international 
loumamems only to return bruised 
and battered. The AICS may have 
been misinformed about the stand¬ 
by clause — and whose fault was 
that? But its deciaion was brave 
and fully justified. Participation in 
international tournaments without 
preparation ia much worse — and 


infinitely more dangerous — than 
no participation at all. 

But to Ihuse .sph?ndid men who 
have made such a glorious mess 
of our hockey this meant the loss 
of a prestigious trip and all the 
patronage that go with it and soon 
enough there began a concentrated, 
determined — one is tempted to 
say orchestrated — attempt to get 
ihe AICS to change its opinion. 
This would mean the death of our 
hockey (as if it is alive and kick¬ 
ing), it would ruin our interna¬ 
tional reputation (one would think 
that was ruined years ago) and 
how could we do this to that most 
wonderful and loving friend of 
India—Nur Khan who had staked 
his life and reputation on an Indo- 
Pakistan hockey bhai bhai. (This 
latest iwist has come after three 
of our pre.vi tribe met Nur Khan 
and heard the gospel from him). 
This campaign looks like continu¬ 
ing and should the AICS stick to 
its deci.sion—as I hope they will—- 
and Indiit fail at the Asian Games 
— this will be trotted out as the 
rea.soii for our defeat. The whole 
drift is ihfit the AICS is the great 
big bully of Indian sports deler- 
iiiined til ilestioy the Kilen created 



Ijy our nii-onomniis sports federa¬ 
tion. And if you are still not con¬ 
vinced of the oichesiraied criticism 
of the AICS — take a look at last 
Wednesday’s papers. *No. says Sam* 
headlined one referring to a deci- 
•siot) not to allow certain associa¬ 
tions to participate in the Asian 
Games, but ignoring the many 
other constructive decision.s taker. 

St is ea.sy to see why such a cam¬ 
paign should be going on. By its 
very nature, AICS is bound to be 
controversial. It was set up in order 
to control t h e aciiviiies of our 
sp''riing federation. Before _ the 
AI(3 s, the federation had a straight 
run through to the Ministry of 
Sports Now they have got to go 
through this independent body 
called the AICS, their hitherto in¬ 
fallible opinions are questioned 
and they do not like it. With one 
or two honourable exceptions our 
sports federation have a wretched 


record of deceit at home and de¬ 
feat abroad; a lung story of tail 
promises, glowing claims and 
dreadful results Previous AICS 
threatened to expose this — the 
present one looks likely to succeed. 
What is more our sporting heroe.s 
fear they may lose all their power 
of patronage and glory — as their 
squalid and miserable history 
catches up with them. 

A TIME may come when Manek- 
^ shaw and his men (or the 
men that fallow) will have to 
be given the power to take over 
federations. Sporting nationali¬ 
sation ia not always a cure for all 
ills but in our country, sporting 
free enterprise has very often 
been the home of the freebooter 
and the brigand. Like our pseudo 
industrialists who are at heart 
traders always looking for quirk 
profits, our sporting tin gods have 
looked for in.stant gold and sacri¬ 
ficed the development of a proper 
sporting nation. 

These arc early days and we 
shall have to wait and see how far 
AICS will produce the goods. But 
it appears to mean business and 
that for the federation means 
trouble and big trouble. 

I have only one little advice to 
give to Field Marshal Manekshaw 
and his colleagues. The Field Mar¬ 
shal’s qualities are well known and 
require little elaboration bui there 
i.s one military quality he must 
outgrow. The hallmark of a great 
Field Marshal is io know what the 
enemy is doing, think out his own 
response and carry everything in 
h;s head. His assistants only know 
as much as they are required to, 
his enemies can only measure th« 
final results. Such a policy of con¬ 
centrated thinking in one persun 
is wonderful as a tactical and stra¬ 
tegical military plan. In the world 
of sporting politics something else 
is required. The Field Marshal 
would be well advised to set out a 
policy for the AICS. A simple 
siatement listing its objectives, its 
programmes for the three-year term 
and how it is going to set about 
its campaign. Nothing elaborate, 
nothing detailed just a .staff paper 
of broad intentions. If this i.s done 
then much of the sting of the pre¬ 
sent criticism will be drawn. The 
public image of the AIC.S as the 
spoilsports wanting to deprive 
people of fun and games will be 
shown to be the lie that it is. The 
AICS needs to succeed and on U.s 
success depends the future of In¬ 
dian sports. 
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Lillee, Thommo together again 


T he cricket season in New South 
Wales started with the tradi¬ 
tional charity match at Drummoyne 
Oval, Sydney in aid of the Spastic 
Centre. NSW, 

The 45 (six-ball) overs match 
was between Ian Chappell’s XI and 
Greg Chappell's XI. Nineteen of 
the 22 players were World Series 
Cricket sig'nees. A crowd of about 
7.000 turned up to watch Dennis 
Lillee and Jeff Thomson bowl to¬ 
gether after 21 months. 

Thom.son had made headlines 
earlier hy signing for WSC for a 
three-year contract, total worth 
about A$90,0(X). 

Many felt that Thommo had let his 
country down without getting any 
worthwhile benefit for him.self. For 
the life of me 1 cannot understand 
his logic. If 80,000 Australian dol¬ 
lars a year was not sufficent for 
him (60,000 a year for his radio 
411* contract in Brisbane, plus 
about 20,tK)0 a year for Test and 
Sheffield Shield fees), how will he 
survive on only J0,0i()0 a year on 
Packer money? 

’ITte other reasons given by the 
wavering on-off-on Thommo was 
that touring with cricket teams 
affected his marriage and the pros¬ 
pect of touring India next summer 
did nut appeal to ininl Also he 
wanted to bowl to the besi players 
in the world. 

Back to the charity game. It had 
rained heavily t h e pr',}vious two 
days and fast bowlers Len Pascoe 
and Gary Gilmnur got extra lift 


Ian Chappell’s XI, batting first, 
were in desperate trouble; 6 for 13. 
The batsmen out were Ian Davis 0, 
Ross Edwards 0. Ian Chappell 6, 



Lillee (left) and Thomson 
... for charity 


Charfesworth 

R IC CHARLESWORTH seems 
certain to be chosen to take 
over as Western Australia’s cricket 
captain when John Inveracity lea¬ 
ves for Adelaide next January. 

This became evident when the 
.State selectors named Charles- 
worth as captain of one of the 
teams to play in a State trial match 
at Richardson Park. 

Charle.sworth was preferred to 
Ciaig Serjeant (Australia’s vice- 
captain in the first four Tests 
against India last summer). Kim 
Hughes, Tony Mann and Bruce 
Yardley. 

The other team in the trial match 
will be led by Inverarity, who will 
be unavailable for WA’s last two 
Sheffield Shield matches this se.a- 
son. 

Inverarity has been appointed 
vice-principal of Pembroke School 
ill Adelaide, and will start his 


WA skipper ? 

duties at the beginning of the first 
term in 1979. 

The 26-year-old Charlesworth. 
captain of the Australian hockey 
team has all the credentials to suc¬ 
ceed as WA’s cricket captain. He 
has the ability, the character and 
personality to fill the exacting 
role. 

He is a gritty and talented open¬ 
ing batsman and superb fieldsman 
and has olayed in 35 first-class mat¬ 
ches, scoring 1,803 runs from 61 
innings at an average of 31.63. 

He is on the doorstep of Test 
selection after having his best sea¬ 
son last summer when he scored 
702 runs at 41.29, including a fine 
double of 95 and 67 against India. 

The Australian selectors will 
watch his form closely in WA’s 
first three Shield matches before 
naming the Australian team to meet 
England in the first Test starting 
in Brisbane on December 1. 


Doug Walters 5, Alan Turner .1, 
Rod Marsh 0. 

Then Marshall Rosen, the former 
NSW player and one of the three 
non-WSC signecs, showed the pro¬ 
fessionals how to play with a 
straight bat. He top scored with 41 
as Ian Chappell’s XI was shot out 
for 102 in 135 minutes and 37.4 
overs. Gilmour look 5 for 20 but it 
was Pascoe who created havoc with 
his early spell and finished with 2 
for 13 in nine overs. 

Greg Chappell’s XI opened with 
Bruce Laird and Rick McCosker 
(with a helmet). They faced Lillee 
and Thomson with caution and in¬ 
creasing confidence. The way they 
batted it looked as if it was a Test 
match rather than a 45 nvers-a-side 
festival match. The pilch was easy 
to bat on now. 

It took a non-WSC player to 
break ;he 50-run partnership when 
David Colley had Laird Ibw. 

After a sedate start, Greg Chap¬ 
pell opened out. When the crowd 
yelled for Wallers to bowl—many 
had worn T~.Shii ts with “Give Wal¬ 
ters a bowl" written on them—^^lan 
gave him three over.s. Off his se¬ 
cond over Greg hit two sixes and a 
three in successive balls. 

Greg '.op scored for his side with 
46 (two sixes, three fours) as his 
side reached 137 for 5 in 144 minu¬ 
tes and 37 overs. In fact his XI had 
overtaken his brother’s team’s total 
for the loss of only one wicket. 

It was a pity that the Establish¬ 
ment cricketers were not allowed 
to play. Rosen Colley and Turner, 
although noi signed by WSC yet. 
are semi-retired from first<Iass cric¬ 
ket. Although on principle, I am 
against WSC, I felt that the Esta¬ 
blishment erred in not allowing its 
players to participate in this chariiy 
match which raised .A$11,000 for a 
very worthwhile cause. 

It seems that another cricket sea¬ 
son of conflict and courtroom 
drama has started. The only deve¬ 
lopment has been the permission 
granted to WSC Aussie cricketers 
to play in the first grade competi¬ 
tions this season. 

— K. M. MEHER-HOMJl 


Let's leave it at that 

llse exasperated bowler turned 
to the umpire. 

‘What would happen if I called 
you a .stupid old fool who couldn’t, 
make a good decision to save his 
life?’ 

’You would be fined and sus¬ 
pended.' 

'And if I only thought it?’ 

‘Nothing could be done.’ 

‘Well, we'tl leave it like that, 
shall we?' 
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PALMOLIVE'S PAGE FOR CRICKET LOVERS 


POLLY UMRIGAR 

TEACHES YOU CRICKET...20 

SUNIL GAVASKAR 

DEMONSTRATES' 


SWEEP 

When to play: 

When a slow spin bowler pittbes the ball just ooisitie iik; let) stomp. 


How to play: 

Slep down 
the pitch with the 
t'ont leg. 


Hit the trail 

Swing ai the bait .ilong on the 
with an almost ground by rolli 


horizontal bat, to 
sweep the ball 
behind square lerj 




ground by rolling 
the wrist over 
in the execution 
of the sweep. 


Keep the bai 
slightly on lop of 
tfre lino of flirjfit 




Make sure 
dial tti(! front 
fool Is correctly 
positioned, 
esprrciallv when 
facinc) a letj 
spinner 





Qintcki 



BAITEO 

vmMAOEdiymi to scone 

midA TOTALOF m/wbtmp 
wmwinBymnoNs. 
rrws.imm.ymFmT 
MMHeSOFMAMJdeKAIiS 
/ausr/mjscA/ieBi. 


Brought to Sportsweek readers by 
Colgate Palmolive, makers of Palmolive Shave Creams 
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Boycott's cruel fate 


G eoffrey boycott, the York¬ 
shire and England cricketer 
whose personality causes the most 
sporting polarisation in both the 
public and saloon bars of the land, 
buried bis mother last week. 

That may seem an unforgiveable 
melodramatic way to begin any 
column on the sports page. 

But since that is the thought 
which is uppermost in my min^ as 
1 sit in a London newspaper office, 
so far away from the south York¬ 
shire village of Fitzwilliam. where 
Mrs. Boycott's funeral took place, 
it is still the way 1 choose to begin. 

I am glad, of course, that G. 
Boycott, as his swiftly rallying sup¬ 
porters from Yorkshire County 
Cricket Club formally described 
him, cannot immediately read this 
column, destined for eyes well out 
of his circulation area. 

At the moment, 1 am sure, he 
would not wish to have his private 
grief invaded by any seemin^y 
crass comments from a journalist 
he has met only once. 

He already has a cup filled to 
overflowing with a bitter potion. 

Turned down for the vice<ap- 
taincy of England and being strip¬ 
ped from the office of Yorkshire 
skipper are not, of course, blows to 
be compared with the loss of a pa¬ 
rent whose home, between 'be long 
journeyings of his vocation, re¬ 
mained also his. 

Yet cricket, both the trade and 
the art to which he has given so 
much earnest application over the 
years, must have come close to be¬ 
ing the most vital psychological 
crutch for one of the most undis- 
putable '‘loners” of British sport. 

( can appreciate the firmly divi¬ 
ded opinions of the cricket world 
about Boycott's capacity for leader¬ 
ship or, if you prefer his incapacity 
for unselfishness on the field. 

The grand old man. Sir Leonard 
Hutton did not sound too enchanted 
in print with Boycott over the 
week-end. 

The Guardian cricket writw, 
Henry Blofeld, made some telling 
points against the then Yorkshire 
captain a few weeks ago. 

Though only last week an anony¬ 
mous Guardian leader writer wad¬ 
ed into the Yorkshire officials with 
almost as much contempt and 
splashes of vitriol, as if ifiey had 
been members of the SS. 

It is quite possible that Boycott, 


understandably obse.ssed in the 
past with honing a basically rather 
ordinary talent into something 
special, often lacks communication, 
empathy widi those he has to lead 
against bat and ball. 

It is also quite possible that 
Yorkshire CCC, for all their pro¬ 
testations to the contrary, have 
acted at best with insensitivity, at 
worst with malice aforethought, in 
taking Boycott's last major titular 
office away firom him. 

I Just do not know where the 
truth can really be found. Those 
who insist that they do know arc 
most likely to be found in one of 
the two warring cricketing raps 
which, at times, seem to reflect, in 


their intransigence, the continuing 
class consciousness of this country. 

The Yorkshire Post contained a 
long but very readable article by 
Terry Brindle who has worked 
with Boycott as a “ghost writer.” It 
concluded: 

“Perhaps Yorkshire can do with¬ 
out Boycott even though he has 
carried the club through one of 
its most testing transitional periods 
largely off his own bat. 

“A whiff of success from a team 
he helped to build and develop 
will convince many that they are 
blameless. 

“But Yorkshire cannot do with¬ 
out its self-respect and reputation 
— and neither has been enhanced 
by the method and motives which 


led to Boycott's dismissal as cap¬ 
tain. 

Firm comment which I cannot 
really either support or condemn, 
having had my ears almost deafen¬ 
ed. over the past year, by the 
lobbyists from both sides. 

What I keep thinking about is 
the letter Geoff Boycott sent me 
from Headingley earlier this sum¬ 
mer, after our one and only inter¬ 
view, asking for a clipping and en¬ 
closing the autographs of every 
member of the England team he 
captained in New Zealand. 

Someone on another paper not 
necessarily cynical, perhaps trying 
to get the perspective right, as we 
do in our often hurried and there¬ 
fore sometimes muddled profes¬ 
sion, told me: "That's just Boycott's 
idea of public relations.” 


Maybe. Ail 1 know is that I wrote 
back to Boycott enclosing ray 
article about him and Mike Brea- 
ley, and admitting: “You now have 
my defences down.” 

Whether I was being naive or 
not doesn’t really matter to me. Be¬ 
cause I hope that I will always re¬ 
tain just a touch of the innocent 
schoolboy sports fan 1 once was. 

As Boycott surely was once too 
and maybe, for all his arguable 
faults, still is. 

The complex yet simple man who 
assured me this summer how thrill¬ 
ed he was to be the hero of a 
children’s comic and now finds he 
is sadly bereft of bis most loyal 
companion from his salad days at 
summer’s game. 



Boycott . . . complex >ct simple 
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Scouring for talent 


Subash Guple or a Chandrasakhar 
in sifht. 


T he story goes that last year 
when a newly-appointed selec¬ 
tor visited the fitness camp for the 
probables for the Australian tour, 
he went around with pictures of 
the players in order to identify 
:hem. And in a few days time he 
was to sit in judgment on them. 
There could not have been a more 
unhappier moment in Indian cric- 
ke. 

Thin^ will not be as bad again. 
A certain amount of guilt as welt 
as a genuine feeling to do their 
homework prompted me five na¬ 
tional selectors to scour for talent 
in the wings .so that gradually a 
second string would he kept ready 
in the event of sudden vacancies. 
That is how the second string camp 
came alwut. Six players from the 
five zones bared their talent be 
fore the selectors at Bombay's 
Wankhede Stadium. 

Of course, strictly speaking these 
30 would not represent the best .30. 
It i.s possible that there may be 
better players outside these. But the 
quota system must operate. During 
the Duleep trophy, which is le be 
.staged while the Test team is away, 
the selectors will get the chance 
to see the rest of them. During the 
West Indies tour, at each Test cen¬ 
tre the selectors on the rest day 
will watch the be.st 30 juniors in 
that zone to prepare a comprehen¬ 
sive file. One hopes they will co¬ 
ordinate their activities with the 
national coach who in course of 
duties see.s more juniors than any¬ 
one else. 


One of the problems of Indian 
cricket is how '.o instil hope in the 
player who is born at the wrung 
time. Several players, who mar¬ 
ginally missed the Test bu.s, have 
been stuck with cricket of standard 
much below their own. It was only 
towards the end of his fir-it-class 
career that Padmakar Shivalkai 
got the chance to visit England and 
this season he was the top wicket- 
taker in the Durham league with a 
haul of 94. Had be gone there dur¬ 
ing his prime, who knows he would 
have made a greater impact, maybe 
on the first-class scene. 

Such being the case, the 30 play¬ 
ers at the camp must have felt 
happy to be under selectorial gaze. 
They gave their all and one was 
hippy to see a few medium-pacer.s 
of promise. In the absence of 
Madan Lai and Kapil Dev, Sunil 
Walson made good tne opportunity 
he got in the Deodhar trophy last 
season, bowling North to victory. 
The nippy leH-hander hastens bats 


men onto the back foot. Given an 
early break he could reach some¬ 
where near the top. Roger Biiiny 
is also a trojan for work and Bom¬ 
bay youngsters Vikram Duit and 
Kishoro Kabhadia showed plenty 
of promise. It wa.s good that Suru 
Nayak too got the chance to show 
his talent when he helped out to 
take the burden off the regulars 
who had plenty on their hand, what 
with P.T. exercises of Mr. J, D. 
Telang who went as weightlifting 
coach to the Edmonton Games 
Nayak is an all-rounder to watch 

Batsmen T. E. Sriniva-san, Rahul 
Mankad and Arun Lai batted with 
self-confidence that -suggests their 
big time will not be long in coming. 
Off'Spinnets Shivlai Yadav and Go- 
pal Sharma promise to extend our 
.spin dominance and Rajinder 
Singh Han."., Shastri and Ueepak 
Chopra are there in Bedi’s fooi- 
•steps. Vedrai and Zulfiqar Parkar 
of Bombay look well tuned for the 
hard toil that is the lot of wicket¬ 
keepers. Bui, sadly there is no 


A happy thing one has noticed is 
that the Iwriert between selectors 
and players are breaking down. 
Polly Umrigar has been the mana 
ger on tours and he was giving 
ractice to the boys. Daltu Phad- 
ar has been a roach for years 
now and he was ready with advice 
that put the aspiring medium-pacers 
at ease. Jaisimha, with his tossed 
up offspinners, can still get bats¬ 
men to tangle their feet. He can 
see through their technique at first 
hand. A welcome change from 
some selectors who we had refused 
to come down from their high 
horses. 

Finally the boys should be grate¬ 
ful to trainer Vasu Paranjpe for his 
personal touch, missing in coaching 
nowadays. Though he is a hard 
taskmaster alright, the lasting im¬ 
pression among players of Vasu is 
more of a friend, philosopher and 
guide. The coming days will show 
how they repay the hard work pul 
in (heir interests. 

— SW Correspondent 



T. E. Srinivasan.big rime abra<i 


I.*! 
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Test cricket—it's great 



Q: What do you regard as being 
the key qualities in a successful 
spin bowler? 

A; You’ve got to be persistent 
with your application and you’ve 
got to be consistent with your line 
and direction. You’ve got to be in 
the game ail the time and you’ve 
got to have patience. If a spinner 
lose,s his patience and becomes 
ruffled by some ‘stick,’ which wc 
all get some of the time, he'll lose 
his line and length. It'.s okay for a 
fast bowler to swear and carry on 
with his pranks if he’s hit wver 
the top for six, but the spinner 
can’t allow himself to do that. He 
must remain cool and perhaps 
applaud he batsman for his fine 
shot. 

Q; Do you regard it as an insult 
that no Indian players were invited 
to play World Series Cricket? 

A: No. It is not an insult, we're 


privileged! It's great to be playing 
oRicit-.l Tc.st cricket. 

Q; How would you personally 
have reacted to such an offerT 

A: I don’t think I would have 
taken it up. To me. Test cricket 
is far more important than any 
financial proposition. One thing 
you can’t buy with money is natio¬ 
nal pride and self respect. 

Q: Do you feel that traditional 
cricket is winning the battle now? 

A: It’s going to win in the long 
run, definitely. Generally, people 
who follow cricket want to feel 
some sort of national involvement 
which I think is lacking in WSC. 

0: Do any of your teammates re¬ 
gard themselves as cricket profes¬ 
sionals? 

A: Until last season I was a pro¬ 
fessional because 1 was playing 


English county cricket but I was 
ihc only one in the side. Now there 
arc no pros, but 1 have tried to 
instill in the boys a bit of profes¬ 
sional instinct. Wc tan play the 
game very well even though we are 
amateurs and we must play well 
enough to deserve the money we 
are paid. 

Q: Why don’t any Indians pl.iy 
county cricket? 

A: That is something I can't ans¬ 
wer. Certainly we have a number 
of players who would be in great 
demand by county teams and iior- 
hmts a few ot them have received 
offers wtihnul accepting them. 
County cricket is very dcnianiiing. 
both physically and mentally, and 
I don’t regret that some of tliem 
haven't taken it up. 

Q; Do you encounter .tny pro¬ 
blems being the only .Sikh in I lie 
side? 

A: No, not at all. Ihe only wotrv 
I have is that after a game ivheii 
there i.s an official tiinction on all 
the other players can be ready in 
five minutes while I take 4.'> initiu- 
tes. I have to do my beard and tor 
ban to make myself presentable, 
and that takes time. 

Q: Which colour turhnii brings 
you the most luck on tlie field-* 

A: I have no favourite I jii.si 
wear one that's clean. 

Q: Why do you take so much 
time and elaborate care in setting 
vour fields? Is it to unsettle the 
batsman? 

A; No. It's just that I’m a bit 
fussy and before I howl I want to 
make sure that all the fielders are 
in the particular spot 1 want them. 
Every now and again you’ll find 
that a pla.vcr will wander a few 
metres away from where .vou’ve 
put him and (hat really disturbs 
me. I want my field set correctly 
and I'll wait for it to be so before 
howling. 

Q: Will India ever produce a 
icaily fast bowler? 

A: I would like to know that 
answer myself. It’s very sad. hut 
the wickets we get to bowl on back 
home are soul destroying fur a fast 
bowler. They’re poor wicket.s. Also 
we Indians don’t have the neces. 
sary aggressive temperament to go 
with fast bowling. We arc too pla¬ 
cid, too cool. We are not aggressive 
at all. Thai’s why we have good 
spinners and Australia doesn't. 
You haven’t gut the cool tempera 
ment that’s needed, you are too 
aggressive. Australian bowlers all 
want to knock heads off. 

Q: Are Indian crowds as vola¬ 
tile and boi.sterous as we are led to 
believe? 

A; They are very involved and 
would like the home side* to do 
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well. They get very excited but if 
the home side doesn’t do well they 
become very disturbed and riotous. 
Generally speaking, however, it’s 
great fun playing at home. There’s 
so much pressure and atmosphere 
about the Test cricket. I’ve never 
played in from of a home Test 
match crowd smaller than 45,000 
people. That itself brings the best 
out of everybody. Normally the 
fans are well behaved and appre¬ 
ciate good cricket. When 1 have ex¬ 
perienced riots it has usually had 
very little to do with cricket. 

Q: Do you think the modern Test 
cricketer has an obligation to en¬ 
tertain crowds with by-play? 

A; Yes, we are entertainers and 
we are paid well so we should en¬ 
tertain the crowds. We should also 
realise, however, that if we can do 
without a bit of gamesmanship we 
would make things a lot earlier for 
the umpires. 

Q: How do you rate Sunil Gavas¬ 
kar among the world’s best bats¬ 
man? 

A: He’s the best opening bats¬ 
man (hat I’ve ever played with and 
he’s probably one of the two best 
openers in the world along with 
Geoffrey Boycott. 

Courtesy: The Dawn, Karachi 



w 


HEN I decided to go to Paki¬ 
stan to watch one of the Tests, 
.several people came to me with 
advice. 


The wife told me: “Don’t drink the 
water (here and eat only in five- 
star hotels and let Gavaskar try 
out every dish first before you 
eai it. All English cricketers 
have been known to suffer from 
upset stomach when they visit 
Pakistan.” 

I said: “English cricketers have 
weak stomachs and are always 
fussing about water and food. 
Their stomachs are upset even 
when they tour India.” 

My neighbour, who was in Paki¬ 
stan in the pre-partition days and 
is under the impression that the 
world has not moved since then, 
told me: “When you go out in 
the afternoon, always wear a sola 
hat. The sun in Karachi could be 
killing. When we were in Kara¬ 
chi, we never used to stir out of 
the house or office between one 
and five in the afternoon.” 

I said: “I do not think they sell 




Faisalabad—newest Test venue 


'T*HF. scene of the first Test be- 
tween Pakistan and India, com¬ 
mencing October 16, I’/S. is a new 
Test centre — Faisalabad, formerly 
Lyallpur. It will be the 41st in the 
roster of Test venues in seven 
Test-playing countries. 


The tabulation hereunder not 
only gives at a glance the total 
number of Tests played in each 
country, but also pinpoint tne 
“No-Results” percentage with Paki¬ 
stan topping the list. All figures 
are valid up to October 1.5, 1978: 



Inaugural 

Total 

Won by 

Won by 

Drawn 


Year 

Played 

Home 

Visitors 

Matches 





Team 



IN PAKISTAN: 







Rahawalpur 

.Ian. 

1955 

1 




Dacca 

Jan 

1955 

7 




Hyderabad 

Mar 

1973 

3 



2 

Karachi 

Feb. 

1955 

14 



10 

Lahore 

Jan. 

1955 

12 



6 

Peshawar 

Feb. 

1955 

1 



1 

Rawalpindi 

.Mar. 

1965 

1 





Total: 

39 

9 

5 

25 

“No.Result” percentage of drawn Tests; 64.1C—highest among all countries. 

IN INDIA: 







Bangalore 

Nov. 

1974 

2 

1 

1 


Bombay 

Dec. 

1933 

21 

5 

4 

12 

Calcutta 

Jan. 

1934 

18 

3 

5 

10 

Delhi 

Nov. 

1948 

14 

3 

4 

7 

Hyderabad 

Nov. 

1955 

2 



2 

Kanpur 

Jan. 

1952 

9 

1 

~2 

6 

Lucknow 

Oct. 

1952 

1 

. . 

1 


Madra.s 

Feb- 

1934 

19 

6 

K 

5 

Nagpur 

Oci. 

1969 

1 


1 



Total; 

87 

19 

26 

42 

“No-Resulf- percentage of 

drawn 

Tests: 48.27 

— third highest among alj. 


sola hats in Pakistan any more, 
or in India.” 

A friend at our local cricket club, 
who stopped playing cricket 
against other local clubs some 20 
years ago, said: “The wickets in 
Pakistan can be very deceptive. 
In the morning they may roll out 
easy and by afternoon turn trea¬ 
cherous. So be very careful and 
do not wave out at anything out¬ 
side the off stump.” 

I explained to him: “Look, 1 am 
only going there to watch cricket 
and not to play it. Like when we 
go to Wankhede Stadium and sit 
in ihe stands and watch others 
playing.” 

Another friend, who had once 
watched cricket in England, ad¬ 
vised me: “Take a lot of woollens 
with you. Even in the cricket 
season, the weather can turn 
nasty cold. 1 should know, be¬ 
cause I have watched enough 
cricket in England.” 

I said: “Thank you for your ad¬ 
vice, but you must understand 
that all foreign countries do not 
have the same weather, even if 
they all play cricket.” 

An old school friend, whom I met 
for the first time since we left 
school, said: “I hear you have 
been chosen to represent India. 
I am glad you have finally been 
given your chance and 1 wish 
you the best.” 

I said: “There is some confusion. 
I am going as a spectator and 1 
am paying my own money.” 

A colleague, w|ho is of a serious 
turn of mind, said: “Better brush 
up on your facts on Indo-Paki- 
stan relations. You never know 
when you may be called upon to 
deliver a speech. 1 understand 
that Bedi and Baroda are all the 
lime in demand.” 

I .said: “I am sure nobody will ask 
me to make a speech. After all, 
I am neither the captain of the 
team nor the manager. I will be 
just one of the thousands of In¬ 
dians going to Pakistan to see 
the Tests.” 

Another colleague .said: “Remem¬ 
ber, you will be India’s unofficial 
ambassador in Pakistan. Conduct 
yourself with dignity, both in the 
stadium stands and off the sta¬ 
dium stands. And do not criticise 
the decisions of the umpires.” 

I said: “I never criticise the d^i- 
sions of the umpires. 1 leave ihar 
to cricket correspondents.” 

Finally, when I asked the chief for 
leave from office to go to Paki¬ 
stan and watch the Test, said: 
"Why can’t you, like other peo¬ 
ple, bring your radio to the office 
and listen to the commentary?” 
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Okker—Fibak, a rare team 


I N tennis, nothing ever stays the 
same, least of all doubles teams. 
Take Tom Okker and Marty Ries* 
sen, for instance. A formidable 
tandem since the late 60’s, the 
diversity of their schedules forced 
them apart several years ago and 
a difference in philosophy kept 
them apart. Still, they teamed to¬ 
gether on occasion to produce some 
of their familiar magic, like when 
they won the ATP doubles cham¬ 
pionship last year. 

Okker, tUe flashier player of the 
two, struck out after a big chunk 
of the Colgate Grand Prix gold in 
January and enlisted the help of 
another lightning-fast, flashy 
player, Wojtek Fibak, to help him 
get it. Together, they won four 
1978 titles and made one other final 
to rank as top contenders for the 
Colgate Grand Prix Ma.sters and 
the bonu.s pool. In 1977, they were 
equally succe.s.sfui early in the year 
but didn’t play together much after 
May. 

Rietisen, on the other hand, opted 
for the relative .secuniy of team 
tennis and a chance to be closer to 
home. Always a steady, con.sistent 
doublc-s player, Riessen and Sher¬ 
wood Stewart teamed together just 
two weeks earlier at the US Open 
because they were just about the 
only ones left without partners. 

And, when the 32-team field fea¬ 
turing every bit as tough an entry 
as Wimbledon and Flushing harl 
narrowed to two at this relaxing 
resort outside Houston, it was 
Riessen and Okker who were there 
o defend their titles; albeit a half 
defence as they faced each other 
across the net with their new part¬ 
ners at their sides. 

In the end, it was the same in¬ 
gredient, experience, they had used 
together so effectively that made 
the difference as the team with 
more match play, second seeded 
Okker and Fibak, nudged pas' 
Riessen and Stewart for the ATI’ 
doubles championship at the 
$125,000 Liplon World of Doubles 
with a come-from-behind 7-6, 3-6, 
4-6, 7-6, 6-3 victory. 

Like Riessen, Stewart was the 
steady, consistent one of his pre¬ 
vious partnership with Freddie Mc¬ 
Nair. Fibak’s doubles style, which 
first gained fa i m acclaim three 
years ago, reflected more of Ok 
ker’s flamboyance. With steadines.s 
and consistency pitted against 
speed and theatrics, the final was 
an interesting contrast of styles a-, 
well as a ba-tle of co-defending 
champions. 

Both styles had their moments. 
Consistency, in the persons of Ries 
sen and Stewart, had its day early 


in the match as they broke to a 
two seis_ io one lead. With Stewart 
never flinching on serve and Kics- 
sen deftly playing the net and lob 
bing to perfection, they probably 
would have won in s>raighi .set.s 
had they cashed in on two early 
opportunities. 

But flair—Okker played a point- 
blank Stewart volley behind his 
back and between his legs in a 
point they ultimately won and 
Fibak hit a behind-thc-back volley 
of his own—eventually triumphed. 
They played the big points in the 
fourth-set tie-breaker confidently 
and in the fifth set Okker unleash¬ 
ed his helicopter forehand. Going 
for greatness is how the pros refer 
to the abandonment with which 
Okker and Fibak went after the 
fifth se; and, on ibis particular day, 
it paid off as they came away with 
a split of the $25,500 first prize. 


Riessen and Stewart, who reach¬ 
ed the final of the US Open in 
their first tournament together, 
jumped in front quickly with a 
bicak of Okker in the first game. 



W ojU-k I ibak , , . flashy 


Okkei and Fihak levelled at 2-2 
'vitli a bteak of Riessen at .10. The 
Amert<ati team placed themselves 
in'o a winning postiion when Ste¬ 
wart hit it hard, low backhand re¬ 
turn up the middle which Fibak 
couldn't handle for 15-40 in the 
11 :h game. They cashed in on the 
next point, but with Riessen serv¬ 
ing for the set, they let it get away 
Okker and Fibak won the tie¬ 
breaker, 7-5, although they trailed 
5-4 with Slewai'i to serve twice. 

Riestten and Stewart asserted 
thcmselve.s in the second and third 
sets as a break of Fibak in each 
set was all they needed. They lost 
only II points of serve in 10 ser¬ 
vice games. 

Riessen and Stewart continued to 
serve well in the fourth set at- 
though tlkker and Fibak did ge' 
to break point off Stewart in the 
.sixth game. However, Okker and 
l-'ibak were not too broken and the 
match entered its second tie¬ 
breaker. 

“W hen the important points 
came, we came througli.” said Ok¬ 
ker afterwards. And, in the fourth 
set lie-breaker, they produced. A 
good Okker return forced Riessen 
to volley long and when Fibak held 
both his serves, they had reached 
triple set point at 6-3. Stewart 
saved two of them with good serve 
and volley tennis, but he left a lob 
short on the next point and Fibak 
smashed it away. 

In the final set, Stewart and 
Fibak traded holds before Okker 
and Fibak got their first break 
since the first set off Riessen as 
they forged to a 2-1 lead- Suddenly 
uplifted, Okker produced his first 
>wo ares of the match to hold at 
love. There was plenty of rifle 
volleying and solid tennis down 
the stretch, but by this time, Ries¬ 
sen and S.ewart were leaving their 
lobs shorter and shorter. When 
Stewart served at 5-3 down in the 
ninth game, he reached game point 
twice only to have Okker smash 
his forehand down the alley. Ste¬ 
wart netted a volley to give them 
nia.ch point, and three hours after 
it started, Stewart, whose serve had 
been the bulwark around which 
iheir attack had been built, double- 
faulted. 

Earlier, a lot of hi^-p r i c e d 
doubles talent had fallen by the 
wayside. The ATP doubles cham¬ 
pionship remained one of the few 
lilies to allude top-se^ed Bob 
Hewitt and Frew McMillan as they 
were up-ended in the quarters by 
Hank Pfister'and Gene Mayer, the 
French and US Clay Court champs. 
Raul Ramirez and Freddie McNair 
were beaten in the second round 


SPORTSWEEK, OCTOBER IS, 1978 


21 


FUmoIhre I^non-FIrasK' 

says Vijay Amritraj 
winner of the 1977 
Colgate Grand Prix 




6el closer, smoother shaves 
and after-shave freshness with 
Palmolive Lemon-Fr^ 


Palmolive's moisturized lather has SGL-4 that 
helps you work up a rich lather...lather that 
stays moist throughout your shave. Softens 
the beard. Improves razor glide. Gives you 
the closest, smoothest shave ever. 

And like Vijay Amritraj. you'll love its 
lemon fresh tang. 

Palmolive also offers you the choice of: 

Palmolive Da-Luxe Lather ..creamy 
smooth lather and a bold masculine fragrance 

Palmolive Menthol-Cool...dashingly cool 
fragrance and skin-cooling menthol 


Pslmollve-lhe choice of 
successful men Ihe world over. 
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Tennis 


by Cliff Drysdale and Anand Am- 
ritraj, a team that had beaten last 
year's finalists Tim and Tom Gul- 
likson in the final set tie-breaker 
that went to 10*8. US Open champs 
Stan Smith and Bob Lutz were 
beaten in the semi-finals by Okker 
and Fibak, the same team they had 
beaten in the US Open semis. 
Qualifiers Woody Blocher and Dave 
Bohrnstadt, the younger brother of 
Dick, were the surprise team of 
the week as they got to the quar¬ 
ters with wins over Peter Fleming 
and Erik van DiPen as welt as 
John Newcombe and Dick Stock- 
ton. 

Davis—the 
last four 

HE 1978 Davis Cup competition 
worked its way down to four 
teams with victories by the United 
States, Sweden and Great Britain. 
These nations join Australia in the 
final four. 

In Santiago. Chile, the United 
Slates was never in danger of suf¬ 
fering another one of the upsets 
which had become synonymous 
with their journeys south of the 
border. Against a strong Chilean 
team, Brian Gottfried staked the 
US to an early lead with a &-A 7-5, 
6-2 victory over Jaime FjIIoI. 
Harold Solomon gave the US a 2-0 
lead after the first day with a 7-5, 
3-6, 6-3, 6-1 triumph over Hans Gil- 
dcmcister. 


from p 21 


Gottfried and McEnroe gave the 
US an insurmountable 34) lead in 
the doubles by beating Fillol and 
Balus Prajoux, 3-6, 6-3, 84, 6-3. 
Fillol and Gildemeister beat Solo¬ 
mon and Gottfried, respectively, in 
the last two meaningless matches. 

Great Britain fielded its best team 
of the year in Eastbourne against 
Czechoslovakia and came away 
with a 54) shutout. John Lloyd won 
a thrilling five-setter from Jiri 
Hrebec in an opening match that 
went all the way to 12-10 in the 
final set. Buster Mottram then 
added to Britain's lead with a dark¬ 
ness-delayed win over Ivan Lendl, 
the young Czech junior star. Mark 
Cox and David Lloyd sewed up the 
tie by beating Jan Kodes and 
Tomaz Smid in four sets. Cox and 
Mottram finished up (Mottram had 
to rally from two sets down against 
Hrebec to preserve the white-wash¬ 
ing). 

Paced by Kjell Johansson’s open¬ 
ing victory over Balazs Taroezy, 
Sweden swept to a 3-1 victory over 
Hungary in Bastaad Bjorn Borg lost 
only two games to Peter Szoke for 
a 24) Swedish lead. And, after Hun¬ 
gary had narrowed the score to 2-1 
with a doubles victory by Taroezy 
and Szoke over Ove Bengtson and 
Tenny Svensson, Johansson sealed 
the win with a five-set decision 
over Szoke. 

In the inter-zone finals this 
month, the US team will play .Swe¬ 
den while Britain takes on Aus¬ 
tralia. 

— International 

Tennis Weekly 


Tennis in a 
string of pearls 

M ax ROBERTSON can turn a 
tangle of simple sentences into 
a string of pearls, a tennis match 
into a passion play. Since 1946, 
during the mid-summer fortnight 
called Wimbledon, much of Eng¬ 
land has tuned into Robertson’s 
commentaries on BBC radio as he 
unfurls the daily dramas acted out 
on the grass of the All En^and 
Club. Around the world he is 
known as the “voice of Wimble¬ 
don.” 

Tennis on radio may not seem 
like a match made in heaven, but 
once you hear Robertson you won¬ 
der why there isn't a bigger de- 



Max Robertson 


mand for it. Probably, because 
there i.s only one Robertson. 

’’There is a special intimacy bet¬ 
ween announcer and listener that 
television just doesn’t allow.” he 
explains. “The listener must give 
more, conceive more in his imagi¬ 
nation, hangonlo every word of the 
broadcast. The announcer, on the 
other hand, must make the broad¬ 
cast as real as if the audience were 
at the match. He must dramatise 
and fill in the details, but at the 
same time sketch out each point— 
which is often lightning quick—as 
accurately as possible.” 

Robertson insists that radio de¬ 
mands more of the audience than 
television requiring a firm founda¬ 
tion in the basics of the sport. 
“Television provides the whole 
image, which can make the viewer 
dreamy after a while; radio is like 
painting a picture using broad 
brushstrokes as well as delicate 
linework. The audience must be 
familiar with the basics, so the an¬ 
nouncer can go on to communicate 
the subtleties.” 

— WORLD TENNIS 



John Lloyd . . . ttuilllng flve-oet win 
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Save a little regularly, 
and everything 

you've always dreamt of 

is yours. 



Allahabad Bank's Recurring Deposit Scheme 
makes it possible. 


The best thing about this Scheme is 
that you can choose your own monthly 
deposit sum.* From a minimum cf 
Rs. 10/- to a maximum of Rs. 1,000/- 
over a period of 1 to 10 years. 

So you save and earn with no great 
effort. And what you finally get back 
could be as much as 50% more than 
what you've deposited...perhaps 
more I Making it possible for you to 
buy what you've always dreamt of. 


For details, drop in at your nearest 
Allahabad Bank branch. 


m 
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Your Own Bank 

(A Government of Indie Undertaking) 
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Juniors—talented lot 


P leased as Punch is former 
Olympian M. Rajagopal. The 
coach of the Indian junior team 
that has returned home after a 
whirlwind tour of West Germany 
said he was extremely satisfied 
with his boys’ performances. He 
felt that, except for a couple of 
players, the team played as arell 
as he had expected. He would like 
the team to be nurtured further, 
as he felt it could be shaped into 
a formidable outfit in a year or 
two. That his boys were a talented 
lot none could dispute, he said. 

He said Surinder Singh, the in- 
side-left, turned out in be superb. 
Skilful Surinder, he said, 
showed aggressiveness that was 
lacking in his play before. The in¬ 
side-left was full of go and proved 
a nightmare for opposing defences. 
Surinder's confideni display only 
showed that a player was bound 
to do well if nurtured and encou¬ 
raged for a considerable time 

The coach said Surinder, who 
topscored with nine goals, coni' 
bined well with left-winger Moham¬ 
med Yusuf and centre-half Parvin- 
dcr Singh. There were several 
good moves between them. One 
failing in the otherwise effective 
frontline was the inefficacy of the 
centre-forwards, Azizuddin and 
Alroy Sladcn, .said Rajagopal 
Azizuddin showed himself to be a 
dashing striker during the Madurai 
Junior national but found it diffi¬ 
cult to adjust his game to the 
heavy fields in Germany. 

Rajagopal felt that Swinder 
Singh of Punjab, who did well for 
India in the Junior World Cup 


qualifying competition at Kuala 
Lumpur last year and who did 
not have the opportunity to play 
in the nationals at Madurai, would 
make a good spearhead. He said 
he had seen Swinder in action 
during the coaching camp at 
Madras before the Kuala Lumpur 
tourney and had been impressed 
by his display. What had impressed 
him most in his play was the 
Dhyan Chand manner in which he 
used to take the bail up close to a 
defender and then suddenly veer 
away to the left or ri^t, whisking 
the ball away with him. 

As brilliant as Surinder during 
the German tour was inside-right 
Mervyn Fernandes, said the coach, 
who had been India's left-winger 
in ihc 19r>2 Helsinki Ulympics. He 
was fast and intelligent, he said. 
Mohinder Singh Bora did not have 
many opportunitie.s to play with 
Mervyn excelling in that position. 
But he too impressed him much. 
If Bora learned to move faster, 
he would be a better player, said 
Kiiiagnpal. 

The former Olympian said Par- 
vinder Singh, who had to play as 
the centre-half throughout the tour 
following a leg injury that Mumtaz 
Mallick suffered in the opening 
match, acquitted himself well. What 
was most pleasing was the quick 
manner in which he gave or re¬ 
turned a pass to a forward. He was 
tough and steady. Rajagopal, how¬ 
ever. had more praise for right-half 
Jaswinder Singh who rarely allow¬ 
ed any attacker or the ball to get 
past him. He read the situations 
well and positioned himself to clip 
off opponents’ moves. His trapping 
was of a higii order. Not only th,n. 


Jaswinder purveyed the ball to the 
forwards in a tidy manner. Even 
his scooped passes were precise, 
said the coacli. 

Left-half Ekka, however, proved 
a weak link in the defence. He 
was not only unsteady hut also 
tended to be too defensive and 
rarely moved up to help the for¬ 
wards. This probably was because 
Ekka had been a left-back until re¬ 
cently, he said. 

Rajinder Singh and Vinect Ku¬ 
mar, full-backs, and Negi and Mon- 
dapaka, goalkeepers, g a v e good 
accounts of themselves, said Raja¬ 
gopal. Negi, the Combined Univer¬ 
sities goalkeeper, looked a shade 
superior to Mundapaka. 

He said the team should not be- 
judged by the results of matches 
out by the manner in which they 
played. Heavy grass, soft and sod¬ 
den ground conditions were not 
conducive to good hockey, but the 
Indian team was still able to draw 
praise from many during the tour. 
The team won three matches, drew 
three and lost one (the only un¬ 
official 'Test’ played against t h c 
German team that had been trained 
to play in the European Zone 
Junior World Cup qualifying com¬ 
petition in Dublin). Even in the 
match against the German national 
side, the Indian team, according to 
the manager, was so much in com¬ 
mand for long spells that it should 
have won handsomely instead of 
losing 2-3. In the last ten minutes, 
the Indian side pressed so hard 
that it had a series of chances but 
missed the target narrowly or was 
foiled by the German goalkeeper. 

According to the team manager, 
Chandran Jeyapal, the German 
goalkeepers had the advantage of 



Inriian and German juniors rtchangn soutmir^ 
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Returning 

on our fast, | 
non-stop flights 
can be a delightful treat. You get 
more time in London, or arrive 
home earlier. Twice a week from 
London to Delhi, and then to , 
Bombay. And twice a week from 
London direct to Bombay. 
Delectable food, super service. Maybe 
you’ll wish it would go on a little longer. 


Something good going foryou. 


Catch my 
non-stop Lornkm-Retum. 
Four tunes a week. 


ALJSIOA 
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dais were concerned. The eoal 
scored in the fiOth minute from a 
penalty-corner by the German 
Michael Krause put an end to this 
Asian series of successes at the 
1972 Munich Olympic final. 

As far as the sport of hockey 
internationally was concerned, this 
German Olympic triumph meant 
the start of a new era. European 
and Oceanic teams made the world 
of hockey interesting a^in. 

A year after the 1972 Olympic 
Games, the Netherlands won the 
Second World Cup competition. In 
Montreal 1976, New Zealand came 
out on top; the Australians finished 
second. 

More depth had come to hockey 
— the best sides were now to be 
found in three continents. But 
within the continents themselves, 
however, little had changed aa far 
as the struggle for supremacy was 
concerned. 

As far as Europe is concerned 
this means: the Netherlands and 


Surindcr Singh, lop scorer on the tour, scores 
against Wolfsburg 


wearing masks, chest guards and 
light cane pads and, hence, feeling 
secure, dived and flung themselves 
to thwart the Indian forwards. He 
wondered why our goalkeepers 
should not be equipped likewise. 

Another thing that our players 
lacked was proper warm clothes, 
including track suits. In biting cold 
and rainy weather, our players 
found it difficult to even warm up 
enough before the matches. The 
Indian team, however, received 
some warm track suits and wind¬ 
cheaters at Cologne from ‘Puma’, 
an international sports-goods manu¬ 
facturing firm, just a day before 
the end of the tour. 

There were food problems and 
motoring from one place to another 
Was wearying. But playing on tough 
ground conditions in a way was an 
experience for the boys, he said. 
He said the Germans took good 
advantage of the Indian team’s tour. 
They filmed the matches and show¬ 
ed these to their players before 
the Test match and demonstrated 
on the blackboard how to deal with 
the Indian players. Also, they had 
arranged coaches of their teams to 
submit reports of their matches 
against the Indian team to study 
and plan their strategy. So metho¬ 
dically did they work, said the 
manager. 


The Indian players generally 
drew high praise in Germany, said 
Chandran Jeyapal. The German 
apers that he has brought along 
ave reports praising the Indians’ 
display. Reporting on the first 
match, at Braunschweig which the 
Indian team won 2-0, ‘Der Sport’ 
s»s: “The two Indian goals came 
otf a facile combination of attack¬ 
ers. The Indians strove to show 
their worth in this aspect of play, 
for field goals really constitute the 
salt in their soup . . . With all 
surety, four or five players of ;his 
team could be expected to play in 
the Moscow Olympics.” “Brilliant 
technique,” “spell-binding, fast 
play” — such were the praises. 

Kean tussle 
in Europe 

np HE JOth of September 1972 re- 
^ mains unforgotien: after de¬ 
cades of trying the Germans at last 
were able to reach the pinnacle of 
world hockey. The German natio¬ 
nal team were Olympic champions. 
In the Munich hockey stadium, the 
predominance of Asian teams 
which had lasted for all of 44 years 
came to an end. During that period, 
first the Indians and then, later the 
Pakistanis had come out on top 
when Olympic gold or silver me- 


Ump's watchful sys 

During the match the fieldsman 
positioned just behind the umpire 
kept trying to distract the batsman 
as the 'bail was bowled to him. 

Several appeals for Ibw were 
turned down, and finally the um¬ 
pire turned to the fieldsman and 
said sternly: ‘I’ve been watching 
you for the last twenty minutes.' 

‘I thought so.' came the reply, ‘I 
could tell you weren’t watching the 
gamel’ 


Germany continue to jockey for 
the top spot. Evidence of this was 
given by the placings at this year’s 
World Cup in Buenos Aires where 
the Netherlands finished runners- 
up — just like they were to do 
later in soccer — behind Pakistan 
with the Germans taking place 
four. .Spain and England contest 
positions three and four in Hurope. 

The struggje for supremacy in 
Europe is being fouglit out again 
in September in Hanover in the 
Federal Republic of Germany. 

The German team are not start¬ 
ing as clear favourites. Some ex¬ 
perts fancy the Netherlands for the 
title among the 12 competing na¬ 
tions. They have been training for 
months now under almost profes¬ 
sional conditions. 

The German side, on the other 
hand, are experiencing a phase of 
transition. They have lost a. great 
deal of their earlier attacking than 
the resolution to taking a chance in 
attack. National coach Klaus Kleiier 
hopes to escape from this dilemma 
by fielding ybung players who are 
to be given the opportunity to 
prove themselves in Hanover for 
the Moscow Olympics. 
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Although every child has a right to expect proper care and attention 
from his parents by way of food, clothing, education and health, millions of our 
children are left to grow on their own without the benefit of parental care and 
attention. 

No parents would want to neglect their children. But when there are 
many children to look after, parents just find themselves unable to provide 
them with even the bare necessities of life. The children suffer. The parents 
suffer. The nation suffers. 

The.iBfore the growth of population has to be controlled in order that a 
perceptible share of the fruits of development becomes available to the people. 

Family Planning thus acquires the most urgent priority. We have to 
approach every family particularly those in our* villages and persuade it to 
adopt measures of birth control which we devised for their welfare. It is for 
us in Government and in voluntary agencies to launch a movement to convince 
people about the continuous need for family planning. 

I hope the National Family Welfare Fortnight which is being observed 
in the second half of October will help in carrying the message of family 
planning to the remotest villages to accelerate the pace of progress of the 
National VVelfare Programme. I send my best wishes on this occasion and 
appeal tq all sections of our society to help in this national endeavour. 


New Delhi 
August 24,1978 
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Karthikeyan is tops 


K ARTHIKEYAN of the Coimba. 

tore Auto Sports Club is per¬ 
haps the most accomplished hand 
in motor rallying in South India if 
not in the sub-continent. He show¬ 
ed his experiiise in this sport in 
no uncertain manner while winning 
t h e South India Rall^^ organised 
by the Madras Motor Sports Club 
and sponsored by the Sudarsan 
Group of Companies, for the fourth 
successive time. 

Winner of the All-India Highway 
Rally, organised by the East India 
Auto Sports Club and sponsored 
by the Indian Oil Corporatioi^ in 
1972, Karthikeyan, driving a Fiat, 
finished the 2,500 kilometre South 
India Rally this time with only ten 
penalty points to claim the first 
prize of Rs. 12,500, a Sudarsan 
Trophy and many gifts donated by 
ancillary industries. 

Ravi Gupta (Coimbatore — 30 
penalty points), in a Premier Pad- 
mini, finished runner-up. N. Prabha- 
kar (49) and S. Karivaradan (57), 
both from Coimbatore, finished 
third and fourth in their Ambassa¬ 
dors. Richard Martin Hurst (76), 
in a Ford Granada, and P. R. Madti- 
sudan (112), in a Fiat Padmiiii. 
claimed the fifth and sixth places 
respectively. Both are from Madras 

Karthikeyan’s club-mate, S. Scl- 
varaj, riding the Bullet Enfield that 
he won as the prize for winning 
the national rally conducted by the 
Coimbatore Auto Sports Club last 
year, triumphed in the 2,000-kilo- 
metre rally for two-wheelers. Selva- 
raj, who finished with 121 penalty 
points, claimed Rs. 6,000, a Yezdi 
motorbike, donated tw Ideal Jawa, 
and assorted other gifts from ancil- 
laries manufacturers. 

Rajamanickam, a teammate of 
Selvaraj, was placed second with 


252 points. Three Bangalore riders, 
E. D. Chakrapany (657), V. Subhas 
Chandra (702), and B. R. Satish 
Chandra (782), finished behind him 
in that order. G. Subhas Chandra 
Bose (807) of Madras was sixth. 

The rally route pas.scd through 
all the four southern Spates, Tamil 
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka 
and Kerala. The first leg passed 
through Arkonam, Chittoor and 
Chitradurga. The sucond leg was 
via Shimoga, Hothi. Sringeri, Belur 
and Mercara — a trying section 
with 300 kilometres travel over 
windy ghats. A big bomb in the 
Tulip char), caused some confusion 
among the participants. The chart, 
thanks to the error, showed a left 
turn 352 kilometres off Chitradurga 
when in fact the dirc'ction should 
have been to proceed straight to 
Mcrcara. Going towards the left, 
compel iiors realised that something 
was wrong. Karthikeyan went for 
some 15 kilometres before he de¬ 
cided to return via the same route 
and then go to the previous refer¬ 
ence point. That meant a time loss 
of 45 minutes in travelling an ex¬ 
tra 44.5 km.s. becuu.se of the Tulip 
error. In the absence of written in- 
.structions, Karthikeyan had to take 
a quick decision. Cuinmonsensc 


told him to proceed straight and 
make up the time loss from the 
resting time before the third leg. 
He advised others to do likewise. 
Some did and benefited by it. 
Some who dropped out in the con¬ 
fusion were later bitter about the 
error. They should have continued 
with (he rally, as the rules stete 
that a motorist has to carry on even 
if he feels a ijenuine error has 
crept in in spelling out the route. 

The third leg of the rally which 
passed through Calicut had a spe¬ 
cial stage for the first time in the 
competition. It was a 20-kilometre 
run over the Segur Ghats, lliere 
was bonus for those achieving the 
target time of 20 minutes in doing 
the hill climb (3,000 feet to 7,000 
feet). The competitors had to be 
mindful of keeping their vehicles 
in condition (or the 1,500 kilo¬ 
metres journey after this special 
stage as the hill climb was a severe 
test for the machines. KarthRcejm 
was able to do this stage only in 
22 minutes. He found the hill road 
“the Lteepcsi" in his rallying 
career. Nine cars did this stage in 
fairly good time. 




Karthikeyan (centre) receives (he Sudarsan trophy 


lore, via Mysore, for a night halt 
a; (he Sudarsan East-West. From 
there, the rally proceeded to 
Madras, on the highway, via Krish- 
nagiri. The rally, which bagan on 
September 29 ended on October 2. 
Of the 42 cars and 52 two-wheelers 
that took part less than ten in each 
category managed to complete the 
rally route. 

Gopal Srinivasan and his TV.S 
team gained the special prize—the 
one for novices who finished high¬ 
est in the honours list. Mrs. Yas- 
min D’Souza,' the lone entrant 
among ladies, also got a special 
|irizc. She rode a motor cycle. 
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WIN THREE 
SUPER PRIZES 

IN 

SPORTSWEEK-EAGLE 

SpoM/ie-Ba// 
Contest... 7 



FIRST 

PRIZE 


SECOND 

PRIZE 


THIRD 

PRIZE 


Eagle HOTLINi 
NO. 10 


Eagle 

PAIRVAC 


Eagle 

ARISTOCRAT 


Th. ball is misting in the picture alongside. 

i ust mark a cross (x) where you think the ball is. 

ill in the coupon and mail your entry to: SPORTS- 
WEEK’s Spot-the-Ball Contest. . 7, SPORTSWEEK. 
156 D, J. uadajee Road, Bombay400 034. 

There is no entry fee. You mav send as many 
entries as you like, but eadi must be accompanied 
by a coupon. Only one Cross (x) should be marked 
on the picture. 

CXOBING 1>A.HS: 31st October, 1978. 

Results will be published in the issue of 
SPORTSWEEK dated 12th November, 1978. 

If more than one correct entry is received, 
the prize winners wilt be decided by lot among the 
winners. Otherwise, the entries which are nearer 
the spot will |iet the second and third prizes. The 
Editor’s decision in this respect will be final and 
no correspondence will be entertained. 


COURTESY: 

EAGLE FLASK PVt. LTD. 

Mark a cross (x) 
where you think 
the ball Is 




COUPON: 


NAME- 

ADDRESS. 
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VU IlAT^s very hairy, barks 
* * and chases mechanical 
rabbits at 28 mph? — an E- 
type Afghan hound, that’s 
what. 

These flying bundles of fur 
race at the Ladbroke Sta¬ 
dium, Crayford, Kent, and al- 
thou^ dog punters may not 
know it, Afghans arc every 
bit as exciting to watch as 
greyhounds. However, their 
owners race them only for 
fun. 

Mrs. Oliver Plummer, 3S, 
of Saffron Walden, Plssex, has 
been showing and racing 
Afghans for the last five 
years and, she says, there is 
more to them than the looks 
of a 1930s vamp in silk 
pyjamas. 

“They’re quite aggressive 
dogs, and they are used for 
hare coursing in the States, 
where racing them has been 
very popular for years, and 
they are also coursed in this 
country. I wouldn’t course 
mine, because I’m a bit of an 
animal lover,” she said. 

“Over a short course of 220 
Of 440 yards a greyhound 
wins, but Afghans beat them 
over a longer distance: 
they’ve got more stamina and 
they’re better over rough 
ground. 

“Afghans do have a pro¬ 
blem — they run for simply 
ages once they’re off the lead, 
and that’s why a lot of peo¬ 
ple who have them as pets 
won’t let them off the lead; 
they won’t come back when 
they’re called. 

“The dogs have an incre¬ 
dible amount of surplus 
energy. At a race meet a dog 
can race up to three times, 
and after that he’ll probably 
sleep for a couple of hours. 

“Above all, racing Afghans 
is great fun. It’s a wonderful 
day out—and the dogs absolu¬ 
tely love it, too.” 










Afghans battle it out as they approach ilic post, except 
No. 3 who decides be has had enough 


Afghans were once used for hunting leopards — now 
its an electric hare 


After the race — the rest 
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Answer the following 5 questions end write s crisp slogan 
in about 10 words. 

CUT the form and mail it «ith m.o. receipt for 

NEW ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION TO SPORTSWEEK OR CASHMEMO 
FOR FOUR GEEP HILIFECEasOR FOUR 6EEP 99 PENLITE CEUS 
PURCHASED DURING THE CONTEST PERIOD TO 
■ SPORTSWEEK GEEP CRICKET OUlZ CONTEST, POST BOX 
NO. 117. ALLAHABAD" SO AS TO REACH BY 20TH OCTOBER 197B. 

1. In which year was the last Indo Pak_ 

setlas held and where f _ 

2. Who were the rival Captains in the_ 

last series 7 _ 

3. Which team will win the forthcoming . _ 

series 7 

4. Who will score the maximum number ____________ 

of runs and capture maximum wickets ______________ 

In the forthcoming tests 7 ______________ 

6. Who will win the maximum number of _ 

tosses in the forthcoming tests 7 - 

(Complete the following sentenee in ebout 10 words;., 

I use Geep Hilile or Geep 99 Penlite Cells because __________ 

Name (BLOCK LETTERS):_ 

Address (BLOCK UTTERS): . 


' agree to abide by the rules of this QUIZ-CONTEST. 


Stsrling/GF/304011 


Signature 


Rules 


1. Entry coupons must be 
properly filled in without . 
correction oroverwritittg. 
otherwise these will not be 
entertained. 

2. The decision of the judges 
will be final and binding 

in all respects. 

9. No responsibiNty will be 
accepted for delayed 
receipt/non-receipt or 
misplacement of entries. 

4. The Directors and 
employees of G.F.I. Ltd., 
inquilab Publications and 
Sterling Advertising Private 
Limited are not eligible tO' 
enter the contest. 

9. Each entry must be 
accompanied with 
M.O. racsipl for New 
Annual Subscription to 
Sportsweek or Cash Memo 
for tour Geep Hilife Cells 
or four Geep 99 Penlite 
Cells purchased during the 
contest parted i.e. Sept. 26th 
—Oct. 20th *78 

4. First/Second/Third Prizes 
only would be announced 
through the press. 
Consolation Prize winners 
would be informed by post. 

7. The contest closes on 
October 20.1978. Entries . 

received alter that date ^ 

will not be entertained. 


1st Prize: « 

Return Air ticket to New York or 
Rs. 8500/- in cash. 

2nd Prize: , 

Return Air ticket to Rome or 
Rs. 6500/- in cash. 

3rd Prize: 

Rs.4500/-. in cash. 
Consoletion Prizes: 
lOOAnnual subscriptions to 
Sportsweek. 

100 Geep 524 torches with 
Cells. 

* Sub/aer lo Govr. trava/ nguhthns 

Sportsweek—India's leading 
sports publieation. 

Geep Celie—Highest value 
for your money. 






CEEP FLASHUCHTINOUSTRJES LTQ 

FA S hanmml Bmtrgrim) 
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Shocks in Bangalore 



Michael Ferreira (lefi) and Arvind Savur . . . mixed fortunes 


EVER before has a tournament 
produced such fantastic dis¬ 
plays and such shocking perform¬ 
ances as the recent sixth open ITI 
Officers Club billiards and snooker 
championships which produced two 
new champions. 

Michael Ferreira won the bil¬ 
liards crown with the authority of 
the World Champion that he is and 
Tamil Nadu’s Syed Habib emerpd 
as the snooker champion only alter 
Arvind Savur’s great win over Sri 
Lanka’s M. J. M. Lafir in the final 
encounter. 

It was Arvind who turned out 
to be the shock performer of the 
tourney. In sensational form this 
season, which saw him down even 
Michael Ferreira in the CCI tour¬ 
ney, Savur struck an all-time low 
during the final billiards tie and 
was hopelessly outclassed. 

Ferreira was brilliant in the final. 
He was whistling, talking and jok¬ 
ing during his warm-up session, 
but once this match got under way 
how he changed. He was supreme¬ 
ly confident and displayed tremen¬ 
dous concentration and skill as he 
reached out to victory. 

Mike chalked up a break of 323 
in his second visit and that seemed 
to have rattled his opponent out 
of his wits, for Savur never got 
going and was beaten by a huge 
margin. 

Savur, who wUl be representing 


the country in the world snooker 
championship at Malta, stunned all 
his fans with two defeats against 
Syed Habib and Bombay’s Shyam 
Shroff. Following an overnight trip 
to Tirupathi he did nothing right 
and failed to take a single frame. 
Obviously the trip was a tiring one. 

Came some rest and Savur reach¬ 
ed peak form against Lafir, who 
had to win to take the title from 
Savur, the former World Cham¬ 


pion with superb snookers, in a 
match which saw Lafir also rising 
to the occasion and it was on the 
black in that final frame that the 
winner was decided. 

Habib’s victory over Lafir was a 
vital one for him and that match 
also went to nine frames. 

The outstanding player of the 
tournament was indeed Karnataka's 
young stockbroker. M. G. Jayaram, 
who gave a really classy display. 
He was the only one to beat Syed 
Habib in snooker, and all but did 
the same against Lafir going down 



Lafir .... superb, but title 
eludes him 


by a narrow margin in nine frames 
before blasting Shyam Shroff. Java 
ram finished third in snooker be¬ 
hind Habib and Lafir. 

Two very impressive players in 
the tournament were Karnataka’s 
Ishaq Sail, who had a victory over 
Ferreira in snooker, and young 
S. V. Srinivasa Murthy, who put 
up a valiant fight against newcomer 
Rehman before losing by just one 
point in the final frame. Here is 
a lad who is sure to hit the head¬ 
lines in the near future. 

~R. ARVlNOAMv 



Now we know why the holiday caravan had (o be at 
least twche fool long! ” 
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Transition time in Delhi 


S EPTEMBER in the capita] is 
the transition period before win¬ 
ter season takes over and the scene 
constantly shifts from Indoor Sta* 
dium (the only one used much in 
Delhi is the NDMC Indoor Sta¬ 
dium) with table tennis getting the 
major share to the still heavy tracks 
of the National Stadium. 

Thus it is the month where table 
tennis and volleyball in the Indoor 
Stadium and basketball in the far 
away Ajmal Khan park courts and 
the University colleges and athle¬ 
tics in the National Stadium keeps 
the sporting fraternity busy. 

Soon after the Times of India 
Prize Money Tournament there was 
the Telecom Tournament with Nitin 
Puri and Manmeei clashing for the 
title followed by the Manchanda 
Memorial Tournament claimed by 
Nitin Puri with a hard-fought win 
over Ravi Vashisht. Most of the 



Nitin Puri bags a title 


capital’s top-rankers in this game 
were busy vying for honours out¬ 
side the city. 

The popular Mohan Singh Vol¬ 
leyball, the only all-India volley¬ 
ball tournament to be held in the 
capital proved a bit of a flop not 
because of any lack of effort on 
the part of organisers. Most of the 
top teams did not turn up because 
their players were away in the 
camp. The final, a four-game affair 
was won by Indo-Tibetan Border 
Police. It was an interesting match 
but there was very little by way 
of the finer points of the game. 

The organisers of the Eomite 
Basketball Tournament were un¬ 
able to expand their show into an 
all-India one and Army Service 
Corps, one of the strongest com¬ 
binations in the country with the 
tall Nathu Singh playing extremely 
well, lifted the title. There was 
much better fare in the Father 
Niesen Memorial Tournament for 
Schools. Conducted by St. Xatder’s 
School, the tournammit saw some 
very exciting games, the final be¬ 
tween Spriiudales and Bal Bharti 
Air Force School being the beat. 


Springdales won by just a basket 
in a match which could have gone 
either way. 

Basketball is indeed the most 
popular game in the capital if one 
has to judge by the number of 
tournaments, particularly in the 
late summer season. September bad 
its quota with St. Stephen's College, 
Commerce College, holding open 
tournaments, the organisers of the 
Shaheed Bhagat Singh Sports Fes¬ 
tival also including this game in 
their programme. 

There is much to commend the 
efforts of Punjab Sports, an orga¬ 
nisation of selfless workers. For 
the past two years they have been 
setting the tone for the winter sea¬ 
son with Shaheed Bhagat Singh 
Sports Festival with competitions 
for all age groups in volleyball, 
hockey, basketball, swimming and 
athletics. 

For (he athletes at least this is 
the first time in the season they 
are able to gel a feel of the track. 
This year it was more than wel¬ 
come as heavy rains had delayed 
the start of the season and the 
YMCA meet was almost on their 
heads. 

Though it would not be just to 
judge their performances on the 
basis of this first meet, it must be 
said that mo.st of the capital’s 
juniors, particularly sprinters Har- 
jinder Kaur, Harject Kaur among 
girls, Atul Tikkoo and Suresh 
Yadav among boys were in good 
form. They along with the rest of 
the bunch should do well in the 
YMCA meet. 

The swimming events were domi¬ 
nated by the men of Indo-Tibetan 


Border Police and Central Reserve 
Police Force while there was much 
to admire in the keenness showed 
by the teams in the team events. 
The hockey final between Guru 
Harklshen Public School and S. S. 
Khaisa was an exciting affair with 
S. S. Khaisa converting a 0-2 deficit 
to a 3^2 win. 


The Inter-School Aquatic Meet 
produced some astonishing feats 
but it is very doubtful if the tim¬ 
ings can be taken seriously thoii^ 
swimmers like Dharm Pa) Tokas 
have already made a name for 
themselves at the national level. 
Still it was heartening to note that 
most of the honours went to Gov¬ 
ernment Schools. Bal Bharti Public 
School as usual provided some pro¬ 
mising swimmers. 

The pmular Services unit, 3 Ku- 
maon Rifles gave a splendid oppor¬ 
tunity to civilian athletes to start 
their warming up by throwing open 
their unit meet to the public In 
some events. But unfortunately not 
many of the capital's senior civi¬ 
lian athletes grabbed this oppor¬ 
tunity. Satish Kumar who did very 
well in the World Deaf and Dumb 
Games in Bucharest last year was 
one of the exceptions as was Suresh 
Yadav, the Inter-University middle 
distance man. 

Bbagwati Pershad maintained his 
hold on the longer distances in¬ 
cluding the marathon while Moii 
Singh did better in the shorter dis¬ 
tances. This was the first track 
meet in the stadium after the heavy 
rains and it was a welcome gesture 
on 3 Kumaon Rifles to open the 
meet to the civilians. 

Generally however September 
was not such a busy month. This 
was mainly because of the unex- 



Inde-Tlbetan Border Police team . . . winners of the 
Mohan Staf^ Volleyball Tournament 
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Around the country 

pected fury of the floods. Still it 
would not oe out of place to advise 
the table tennis authorities in the 
capital that they would not be 
breaking any conventions if the^ 
hold the quarter-finals and semi¬ 
finals on separate days. 

Also the Punjab Sports Club, 
organisers of the Shaheed Bhagat 
Singh Sports Festival could do well 
to tighten up their administrative 
set-up while the schools authorities 
could ensure that they have proper 
time-keepers in the swimming meet. 

—SW Corrcsptmdent. 

Karnataka 

strongest 

K arnataka secured 92 points 

to emerge a-, the national 
powerlifting champions. During the 
three-day 4ih National Powerlifting 
Championship held at Ludhiana re¬ 
cently, 12 new records were esta¬ 
blished while two others equalled. 
The heavyweight division produced 
the best performance of the meet 
when I^rnataka’s Loknath Bolar 
set four new national marks. In 
the process, he totalled 575 kgs. — 
shattei'ing the previous record by 
an astonishing 125 kgs. Besides the 
highest total, Bolar surpassed the 
earlier best lifts in all categories 
— the squat, the bench press, and 
the dead lift — and eventually 
finished, a mammoth 82.5 kgs. 
ahead of the runners-up. 

Bengal’s Subroto Durta, .;tho was 
awarded the ‘strongest man of In¬ 
dia’ title for the third consecutive 
year, bettered two national records 
in the bantamweight division, and 
Indrrjit Singh of Bihar wa> 1 h e 


from p 35 

only other 'lifter to break two na¬ 
tional marks in the championship. 
Inderjit was first in the middle 
weight division. 

Punjab and West Bengal each 
accumulated 64 points, but Punjab, 
on merit of having more 'lifters in 
the top three positions, were de¬ 
clared runners-up to Karnataka. 


Matunga Qym'a 
jubilee 

rpHE Matunga Gymkhana, which 
^ celebrates its golden jubilee 
this year, has always sought to en¬ 
hance sports in the suburbs. Pro¬ 
viding good sports facilities to 
sportsmen in general, and up-and- 
coming youngsters in particular, 
for a conveniently 1 o w subscrip¬ 



Lokoiith Bolar four new national marks 


Arun, Rekha champs 

* RUN KUMAR and Rekha Agra- 
^ wal emerged champions in the 
men’s and women’s section at the 
XIV Allahabad District Swimming 
Championships. Last year’s men’s 
champion A. P. Banerji was second 
this time, while Ncerja Chaturvedi 
was runner-up among the women. 

In the boys section four separate 
age groups were formed in which 
Ramesh Chandra (Group 1), Rajan 
(Group 2), Radhay Shyam (Group 
3) and Praviii Kumar Gupta 
(Group 4) were winners. 

Seven Seas won the men’s team 
championship and the Allahabad 
University took the women’s title- 
in all, 48 events were contested 
during the two-day meet. 


tion, has always stood prominently 
among the goals of the Gymkhana. 

Now in the 50th year of its exis¬ 
tence, the Gymkhana has been go¬ 
ing ahead with ambitious plans to 
hold major tournaments in badmin¬ 
ton, table tennis, cricket, bUliards, 
carrom, bridge and gymnastics. The 
recent badminton championship 
brought to the Bombay fans the 
pleasure of seeing players like na¬ 
tional champion Prakash Padukone, 
P. G. Chengappa, Narcndra Ubhaya- 
kar, Kiran Kaushik and others in 
action. 

The golden jubilee celebrations 
will be held during October and 
November, and include three days 
of festivities in the Gymkhana pre¬ 
mises as well as an entertainment 
programme at the Shanmukha- 
nanda Hall. 



Stars cleared 

H ARJINDER SINGH. Man jit 
Singh and Gurdev Singh have 
been granted clearance certificates 
by the Punjab Football Association 
to join Calcutta clubs. Man jit and 
Harjinder were not associated with 
Punjab club sides but Gurdev 
Singh was on the rolls of Punjab 
Police. This step of the Punjab 
Football Association has been des¬ 
cribed as a 'stab in the back’ by 
Jarnail Singh. 


A fter several years of efforts 
and requests by the District 
Swimming Association and other 
swimming organisations in the city, 
Allahabad may finally have an 
Olympic-size swimming pool. UP’s 
Deputy Director of Sports, V. S. 
Chauhan said that such a pool 
woulil be built by the Sports Direc¬ 
torate soon. 
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Selection — pulls, pressures again 


I N the last twenty seven years In¬ 
dia had only twice won the 
Asian Gaines Football title. The 
first memorable occasion was when 
India hosted the inaugural Asian 
Games in New Delhi in 1951, and 
won by a splendid goal by Mewa- 
lal in the final against Iran. The 
inimitable centre-forward, one of 
the most colourful forwards in his 
day, now serves the game in the 
capacity of coach. Sailan Manna, 
known for his hefiy kicks and inter- 
ceptions, was the captain. The other 
moment of distinction came in 
1962 at Jakarta, under circum¬ 
stances totally against India and in 
the face of anti-India slogan-shout¬ 
ing crowds. The team was led by 
Chuni Goswami, a crafty forward 
from Bengal. India recorded a 2-1 
victory over South Korea in the 
final. Pradeep Kumar Banerjee net¬ 
ted the first goal and Jarnail Singh 
the other. 


Sixteen years after that eventful 
occasion India has yet to attain 
those heights. We had to be con¬ 
tent with minor positions. Now, 
once again, India will vie fur the 
Asian Soccer supremacy. The battle 
field will be Bangkok, with barely 
two months time at the disposal of 
the All India Football Federation 
to select, train, and polish up the 
team. The first step in this direc¬ 
tion was taken on October 5 wtten 
thirty probables were selected and 


they were required to report 15 
days later for camp, the venue of 
which would cither be Bangalore 
or Patiala. The duration of the 
camp will be six weeks. 

The team will be under the 
charge of Arunalal Ghosh from 
Calcutta who as a defender was a 
member of the triumphant 1962 
team. Strangely, Ghosh was not in 
Srinaur during the National foot¬ 
ball championship. According to in¬ 
formed sources he was never invit¬ 
ed nor sounded about making a 
trip to Srinagar. His presence 
would surely have helped him in 
assessing the players, knowing the 
weaknesses as well strong points of 
those who would be under his 
watchful eye. As things stand by 
the time he assesses his ward.s the 
training period will be over. It is 
astonishing such a simple and vjtal 
aspect a: the initial stage itself was 


allowed to be ignored by the con¬ 
trolling body. 

All the selection was virtually a 
one man show. Selector Ahmed 
Hussain was the first to arrive. 
Aziz landed when the cluster pro¬ 
gramme was half-way through and 
had to return back after about ten 
days owing to the demise of his 
father. The third selector, Balaram, 
had resigned last year but the fede¬ 
ration neither accepted his resig¬ 
nation nor replaced him by ano¬ 
ther. He was not even persuaded 
to take back his resignation. The 
chairman of the .selections com¬ 
mittee T. O. Abadullah was in Sri- 
nagar spasmodically and on the 
fourth day flew to Delhi to submit 
the list of the probables to the 
Government. 

The selection was done keeping 
in view the interests of zones and 
its representatives. Pulls and pres¬ 
sures were invariably exerted and 
some footballers were clearly for¬ 
tunate to be included at the cost of 
better players. 

Shyam Thapa is one of the most 
prominent stars in the country and 
a match winning forward of the Cal- 
cut'a champions Mohun Bagan. It 
is therefore .strange that he is not 
good enough to be among ihe 30 
top players. In sheer disgust he has 
announced his retirement from 


International and National football. 
Likewise Gautam Sarkar is easily 
the most hard working defender 
and enjoyed the distinction of be¬ 
ing the captain of Bengal’s team. 
He too has been sidelined for the 
A.sian Games squad If the perf-ir- 
inances at Srinagar were any guide 
C. B. Thapa of the Services should 
have certainly deserved a chance. 
Bidesh Bose and Surajit Sengupia 
are no doubt good wingers, but 
on his day Thapa is excellent. Ano- 
tker winger left out to cool his 
heels was Jarua from Karnataka. 
For, with speed and ability to pene¬ 
trate defences a chance to him 
would have been a befitting re¬ 
ward to what he did in the natio¬ 
nals. There were quite a few other 
good performers who were fixed at 
least temporarily or for other less 
vital ventures. 


Among t h e surprise inclusions 



Thapa . . . disgusted 



Sarkar . . . .siilclined 


was Narindcr Curung from Punjab. 
He is good as a club player but can 
he bo .successful in the National 
ranks and against much tougher 
oppusiiiiins a gamble the seiector.s 
have played? The selectors 
could have waited fur the inclusion 
of Najeeinuddin from Kerala, 
Mukhiar Ahmed from Jammu and 
Kashmir and Ganesh Kai from 
Assam for other International com¬ 
petitions. 

Inder .Singh’s inclusion, however, 
i.s welcome. He is as fit an a player 
half his age. His reflexes arc sharp 
and he still is outstanding .n mark¬ 
ing players. Fifteen years ago he 
had donned the national colours 
for the first time and if selected 
foi the Bangkok-bound .squad his 
seniority should earn him the pri¬ 
vilege of leading the country. *rhis 
shows that some leading players 
who were not able to compete in 
Srinagar have not been ignored. 
One can miss the tournament for 
various reasons and should not be 
denied the chance to stake his 
claim for national honours. The 
possibility of more players being 
included is not ruled out because 
certain influential persons were 
nut exerting pressure to that effect. 
Only the best should be out to re¬ 
deem the courilr.v’.s prestige abroarj 
and its full > r('.sponsibiUty rests 
with the Federation. Let not India 
remain behind by default. 

— SW Correspondent 


Nariofml Soccer action; Karnataka's goalkeeper Sunriaresan mokes 
a superb save (facing page) to foil a perfect shot by Maharashtra 
striker Camilo D’Silva in the quarter final league in Srinagar 

Pk: NUdiil 
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Bad luck, Goa 


S upervision plays a signifi¬ 
cant part in sports. A key 
match can be made as well as mar¬ 
red because of the supervision. 
There was not much to gloat over 
the standard of supervision in the 
recently concluded National Foot¬ 
ball Championship in Srinagar. 
But one important decision badly 
affected the proceedings of the final 
between Bengal and Goa. 

Challengers Goa, playing their 
first ever final in 15 years, had to 
suffer because of a goal, disallow¬ 
ed in the first half. Bengal were 
still striving to open their account 
at that stage. The Bengal defen¬ 
ders were caught napping as they 
fumbled with a lob inside the 
arena and Goa’s opportunist striker 
Francis D'Souza hooked the ball 
into the net. 

The Dempo Club forward had 
chai'ged and snatched the ball be¬ 
fore hitting the net. It was a great 
moment for them but it turned into 
sorrow and despair within seconds. 
To be horror of all-Goa linesman 
M. R. Machimuihu waved his flag, 
signalling an offside and referee 
Frederick O'Souza had not the guts 
to overrule the linesman. 

So Goa were denied e goal which 
was clean to the naked eye. What a 
pity there is no quarter for the 
sufferer to appeal. With that Goa’s 
chances of a triumph were gone 
and Bengal maintained ihyir .sup¬ 
remacy. 

The Santnsh Trophy which origi¬ 
nated from Bengal ha.s indeed a 
liking'for its home state. For the 
tSth time in 35 years it will glitter 


in a Calcutta dhow room. It was 
also the fourth successive year that 
the Trophy will go to Bengal who 
are the only state to have accom¬ 
plished such a feat in the past. For 
tour consecutive years in 1947. ’49, 
’50 and ’51 th» lifted the trophy. 
The championship was not held in 
1948 due to uncertain conditions 
following the partition of the 
country. 

That Bengal had figured 27 times 
in the final is a record unique in 
the National championship. In Sri¬ 
nagar their match winner was a 


frail right-winger full of speed 
and enthusiasm. Manas Bbattachar- 
jee was used in previous matches 
only as a substitute but he had al¬ 
ways given a ^ood account of him¬ 
self and on this big day he was the 
hero by striking a decisive blow 14 
minutes after the interval. 

As fate would have been Goa 
were unlucky to be robbed of the 
valuable services of goalkeeper 
Brahmanand. Among the 30 pro¬ 
bables for the' Bangkok Asian 
games Brahmanand had to be ad¬ 
mitted to hospital following an ill¬ 
ness. Thus far in the competition 
he had admirably withstood the 
guns trained at him. He mi^t 
have denied Bengal this pleasure. 




Kashmir Chief Minister i^ikh Abdullah hands over the 
^ntosh Trophy to die jubilaiia Bengal players 


Watched by thousands of fans 
the final was played in bright 
sunny weather. The contestants, 
however, failed to rise to the big 
occasion. The match did not attain 
any significant heights and was 
conspicuous by the absence of any 
outstanding individual pertw- 
mance. Starting on an impressive 
note Bengal however allowed their 
game to slide and this Gautam Sar- 
kar-led side rounded off without 
being much impressive. 

While Goa had forced Bengal to 
share points and honours in their 
quarter-final league clash Mahara¬ 
shtra had forced Bengal to bite 
the dust in their first semi-final. 
This was the only reverse Bengal 
had suffered after a triumphant 
run for three years. Bengal had 
taken the lead in the first half 
through a fine shot by Shy am 
Tbapa. But Maharashtra’s spirited 


40 


SFORTSWEEK, OCTOBSR 15, 1978 




LiBHAHV. 


second-half rally brought the hold¬ 
ers into submission. 

It was a glorious day for Maha¬ 
rashtra for they had never defeat¬ 
ed Bengal in recent years. The 
clash itself was tension packed and 
produced exciting fare. But Ben¬ 
gal left no doubts about their 
superiority in the second leg and 
netted thrice as against once by 
Maharashtra to clinch die issue 
with a 4-3 margin, the match being 
decided in extra time. 

Goa duly asserted their superio¬ 
rity over Karnataka in the other 
.semi-final. Adopting forthright and 
robust tactics Goa overpowered 
Karnataka in the first leg by two 
second half goals scored by An¬ 
tonio and Francis D’sousa. The 4-1 
margin of Goa’s success in the 
second-leg was again highlighted 
by the scoring abilities of Francis 
who netted twice to be top marks¬ 
man in the competition. 

While Francis took the spotlight 
in front, skipper Nicholas Pereira, 
Vasu and Machado were outstand¬ 
ing performers in defence and 
among themselves they beat back 
many an onslaught. 

Ii was chiefly due to their com¬ 
bined efforts that Goa broke a 
hoodoo to make their first entry 
into the final of the National Cham¬ 
pionship. On three occasions in 
1971, 72 and ’74 in the semi-final 
Bengal had crushed their hopes. 
Once again they were on the lasing 
side but this Katnam-trained team 
had attained the heights. 

There had not been many out¬ 
standing performances from the 
establi.shed stars. Akbar is known 
for his striking power. He fetched 
goals at times but he was also the 
biggest defaulter. He frittered 
away a series of simple chance 
boti: in semi-finals and on the final 
day. For one who is in the reckon¬ 
ing for the India colours he needs 
control over his shots. Shyam Thapa 
too was not .teen in his true colours 
and consequently had even to sur¬ 
render a regular berth in the team. 
But he had to his credit one grand 
back volley and one beautihil 
rising shot Mth of which ended in 
the net. 

Bengal depend a lot on Subrata 
Bhatfacharjee who was impressive 



Railways’ goalkeeper Ghose leaps and clears before Bengal’s 
Surajh SetkgupCa can get to it 


in tackling and head work but 
bloued his book by committing a 
series of infringements which could 
prove costly against stern opposi¬ 
tion abroad. The Bengal goafkcep- 
ing also is not their strong point. 
The best goalkeeper in the coun¬ 
try, Baskhar Ganguly, m d e two 
glaring lapses which led to Bengal’s 
defeat in the match against Maha 
rasbtra. On both occasions he allow¬ 
ed the ball to slip through. 


Likewise Bhaskar Maity under 
the Mahara.shtra bar was prone to 
lapses and his untimely advance 
in a vital struggle forced his side 
to be in arrears. Maity of course 
had quite a number of fine saves to 
his credit. 

The third leading goalkeeper 
Brahmanand was more efficient 
though le.ss colourful. It was un¬ 
fortunate he could not assist Goa 
in ihc final. 



Bengal’s Akbar 
scores in extra 
time against 
Maharashtra in 
the senu-final 
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My first big match 


np HE Nya Ullevi Stadium ts 
■■■ jammed lu capacity, crowded 
with people come to see the team 
of the Soviet Union demolish Brazil 
in this, the third game of their 
fight in the Jules Rimet Trophy 
competition for the 19S8 football 
championship of the world. Of the 
sixteen teams in the competition, 
fourteen have qualified in matches 
throughout the world the previous 
year; the other two, West Germany 
and Sweden, are present as the 
former champion and the host 
country, both automatically quali¬ 
fied. Many think Russia might well 
win the championship, although 
they concede that Wales is also 
.strong, and one cannot discount 
West Germany, the champion, nor 
Sweden, which, although present 
without having to qualify, is known 
to always be dangerous. 

Newspapermen are here from all 
over the globe, waiting for the 
Russian team to appear, anxious 
to sec in person players like Simo- 
nian, the agile Armenian centre- 
forward, lachine, the magnificent 
goalkeeper, Igor Netto, the left-half 
and captain, and Salnikov, the high¬ 
ly intelligent inside-left. Radio and 
television interviewers are anxious 
for the game to start, and then be 
done with so they can interview 
the winners, the Rustiian stars of 
such noted teams as Moscow Dy¬ 
namo or Torpedo Moscow or Dy¬ 
namo Kiev. Other than ^the Brazi¬ 
lians present, nobody really expects 
too much from the South American 
team. True, they had beaten Aus¬ 


tria 3-1 in their first game, but 
those who saw — and reported — 
the game knew it had been far 
from as one-sided as the score 
seemed to indicate. And the best 
the Brazilians had been able to do 
against a weak English team play¬ 
ing without men like Mathews, 
their great outside-right now re¬ 
tired, or Lofthouse, the squat, 
powerful centre-forward — oring- 
ing to the games, in fact, only 
twenty players although entitled to 
twenty-two — had been a scoreless 
tie, and the Brazilians had had to 
play their hearts out to gain that. 

Russia, however, is a different 
matter. 1%e players on the Big Red 
team, as it is called, are larg<.' and 
tough, selected from the thousands 
of subsidised sports clubs through¬ 
out 'he vast land. Utis is the first 
time they have entered World Cup 
competition and they qualified with 
ease; had they played in all of the 
previous World Cup matches, they 
might well have already retained 
the trophy with three wins. And 
Brazil has not only* never won a 
championship, but the only lime 
they reached the finals, in 1950— 
and playing in their own country, 
on their own field, before their 
own fans, and against an admitted¬ 
ly weaker team — they had igno- 
miniously lost. And in 1954—well, 
the less said about the Brazilian 
effort in 1954 the better! It had 
not been anything to brag about. 
So nobody is expecting any mira¬ 
cles from Brazil. 

When the teams come trotting 


out of the tunnel from the dressing 
room, the crowd looks down to see 
a skinny little black boy in tbe 
uniform of Brazil trotting out onto 
the field, with the others in the 
same uniform dwarfing him. That 
skinny little black boy is me — 
Tele’. Most of the people in the 
stands have to assume I’m either 
the team mascot or the son of a 
friend of the coach; I can’t be the 
son of the coach because the coach 
is white. Those who had attended 
the Austria-Brazi] and the England- 
Brazil matches may have remem¬ 
bered me limping onto the field 
to take my place on the Brazilian 
bench, screaming my encourage¬ 
ment to the team together with the 
reserves, ae if our few voices could 
possibly drown out the huge crowds 
cheering for our opposition. 

But this time when the players 
leave the bench to take their posi¬ 
tions on the field, this skinny little 
black boy — me — also gets up 
and goes out onto the grass and 
the people see I am wearing a shirt 
with a big number 10 on it. 1 am 
sure the newspapermen and the 
radio announcers and the television 
broadcasters are all consulting 
their lists to see who the devil 
No. 10 is; if they are. they will 
see I am Edson Arantes do Nasci- 
mento. seventeen years old. I am 
sure that some of those in the 
stands are faintly amused to see a 
child on the field in a World Cup 
match, and some are probably out¬ 
raged that as important an event 
as a World Cup match should be 
reduced to parody by having an 
infant on the field. The more sen¬ 
timental, however, probably feel 



Garrincba ... a spectacular dribble that has iic crowd on He feel 
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pity for a team so reduced in 
talent as to face the need to bring 
children aionft with them. The en¬ 
tire Brazilian team is young as 
teams go; everyone knows that— 
but they undoubtedly feel that this 
is ridiculous! 

When the band strikes up the 
first chords of the Brazilian natio¬ 
nal anthem, all of us Brazilians 
feel a strange force within us. I 
cannot describe it; I doubt if any 
of us could describe it. If the peo¬ 
ple in the stands are amazed to see 
me down there on the field, I am 
far more amazed. All of us are 
living in a dream, but none more 
so than me. I try not to waste lime 
trying to analyse this strange feel¬ 
ing; I know this is no time to be 
distracted. Instead I try tu concen¬ 
trate on how 1 will play; but the 
thought keeps intruding: How is it 
possible that you are here, in the 
Brazilian Selection, in Sweden, 
about to play fur your country in 
the Jules Kimet matches? It has to 
be a dream .... 

The Ku.ssian team taking their 
positions on the field is certainly 
no dream. A nightmare, possibly, 
but no dream! Kach man is larger 
than his opposite on our team, and 
their goalkeeper, I a c h i n c is a 
giant. He looks as if all he has to 
do is spread out his arm.s and he 
will cover the entire goal. Getting 
the ball past this monster, I think 
with sinking heart, is going to be 
almost impossible. 

To my left as we line up for the 
game’s opening kick is Zagalo; to 
my right I sec Vava, then Didi, 
then Carrincha. Garrincha in Por¬ 
tuguese means the cambaxirra, a 
jmall bird, and like that small bird 
Garrincha can dart about the field. 
We have given him the nickname 
of Mane; it means fool or half-wit, 
but less a fool or a half-wit on the 
field than Mane 1 have yet to meet. 
As usual Garrincha even appears 
slightly bored. 1 look behind me, 
more to avoid studying the giants 
in front of roe than to check our 
defence. There is Nilton Santos, a 
tower of strength at mid-field with 
Zito, the other mid-fielder, grinning 
at me comfortably. Then, beyond, 
there is Bel ini, our captain, 
Orlando, De Sordi, and behind them 
all, relaxed and sure, Gilmer, our 
goalkeeper. Zito claps his hands, 
wirtks at me, and calls out loudly: 

"Okey, gangl Let’s surprise 
themi” 

Vava looks at him, frowning, but 
there is a twinkle in his eye: 

“What do you mean, surprise 
them? They expect to get beat! 
Let's not surprise themi” 

And then the game has started 
and I forget the kidding, even for- 

S it what 1 know very well — that 
e kidding was meant to relax us 
all, but principally me. I forget 
the crowds and the stadium and 


everything. This is just another 
football game, that beautiful game 
I love so well, the game I live to 
play, and nothing else i.s in my 
mind. We aren't nlaying the Rus- 
sians — we’re playing an oppo¬ 
nent, and winning is oil thr;: 
counisl 

The Ru.s.sian$ have the bap and 
they are quite good at handling it, 
make no mistake — until one of 
them, oddly enough, does make a 
mistake and the ball is at the feet 
of Garrincha. Our little bird takes 
the ball between his feet and starts 


down the field in a .spectacular 
dribble that has the crowd on its 
feet. He evades defenders a.s if 
they were not there. I race over, 
knowing the Russians will close in 
on Garrincha in force, bu' Garrin- 
eba is feeling bis oats. He dribbles 
the ball expertly around the near¬ 
est man and kicks for the goal 
with all his force, not even break¬ 
ing stride to do so. lachine leaps 
in the air, extending himself to the 
fullest, but the ball just clears his 
finger-tips. 1 have “Goal!!)” in my 
throat when the bail strikes the top 
cross piece and bounds back onto 
the field! I expect Garrincha to 
swear but he doesn’t waste the 
time. He is a total professional and 


has judged the ball’s trajectory and 
i.s prepared to recover it when it 
returns. Once again he kicks, but 
this time he is rushed and the ball 
sails out of bounds. 

The game is just beginning but 
we can already sec a great weak¬ 
ness in the Russian defence. The 
offence is strong, but we are not 
too worried about that; Nilton San- 
to.s and Belini and Orlando and De 
Sordi and Zito and Gilmar will 
handle that! Garrincha is inspired: 
he seem.s to have been waiting for 
this game all his life. He goes 


through the defenders almost at 
will. The crowd, suddenly aware 
that the game will not be so easy 
for the Russians, are screaming at 
the top of their voices, some of 
them beginning lo root for us. They 
cheer each dribble we make; each 
tackle that takes the ball from a 
bewildered Russian opponent 
brings increasing yells of apprecia¬ 
tion from the Ians in the stands. 
And ail we can think of is stuffing 
the bail past lachinc’s gorilla arms 
into the net! • 

To be '.'ontinued 

Copyright.' Rupa & Co. 

New Delhi 
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Where the 10A is wrong 


F LEXrBILITY is noi the strong 
point of the Indian Olympic 
Association. It has been known to 
act in haste and repent at leisure. 
But its capers on the domestic front 
—the flimsy case it is building up 
to send a massive contingent to 
Bangkok in December at the ex¬ 
pense of the taxpayer and its 
change of heart where the IHF and 
the NRAI are concerned — is not 
of immediate concern to anybody 
who has any interest in interna¬ 
tional sport. 

The lOA has made a hue and cry 
about the reported choice of a site 
for the headquarters of the AGF, 
but it has not applied its collec¬ 
tive mind to the threat that the 
international athletics body has 
posed to the upcoming Asian 
Games on the issue of the partici¬ 
pation of I.sracl. 

Israel will make political capital 
of the lAAF’s ruling that track and 
field events should not form a 
part of the Asian Games programme 
if Israel arc not invited to compete. 
This means that legal sanction has 
not been given by the controlling 
body for the sport for the inclu¬ 
sion of athletics and all those ath¬ 
letes who participate at Bangkok 
will be debarred from fi tire inter¬ 
national meets including the Mos¬ 
cow Olympic Games. 

The lAAF stuck to the letter of 
the law. It steadfastly decK^cd to 
countenance extenuating circum¬ 
stances. Bangkok has made it quite 
clear that it is the problem of 
.security and noi the flood of petro¬ 
dollars to finance the organisation 
of the Games that governed the de¬ 
cision not to invite Israel to parti¬ 
cipate. 


Bangkok has a clean record as 
far as honouring international com¬ 
mitments are concerned with the 
organisation of the Games. Bangkok 
first hosted the Asian Games in 
1966 when Indian hockey struck 
gold for the first time in this re¬ 
gional environment. It extended in¬ 
vitations to both Israel and Taiwan, 
affiliated to the IOC as the Repub¬ 
lic of China, to compete. Again 
four years later when Ban^ok 
came to the rescue of Seoul, Israel 
and Taiwan were not kept out of 
the Games. 

Peking has now gained the per¬ 
manent seat on the UN Security 
Council which was China’s birth¬ 
right. Taipei has. been expelled. 
Taiwan nave few friends these 
days, llie lAAF has expelled them 
and admitted mainland China to 
the fold. Governing bodies of .sport 
in Asia set the trend before the 
last Asian Games at Teheran. 

But the position with regard to 
Israel is more delicate and sensi¬ 
tive. The massacre of Munich com¬ 
pels host cities to spend a fortune 
on security arrangements when 
Israel participates in an interna¬ 
tional meet and knocks the soul 
and a lot of the fun nut of these 
events. Bangkok, I felt, had taken 
a logical stand. 

Bangkok placed its cards on the 
table well in advance. It did not 
resort to the unfortunate subter¬ 
fuge of Jakarta in 1962. The Indo¬ 
nesian hosts kept both Israel and 
Taiwan out ot the Games by the 
devious means of withholding invi¬ 
tations and visas for their presence 
at Jakarta. 

Such acts cannot be kept a sec¬ 
ret- Jakarta .soon found itself in 


the centre of an internaiional 
storm as the Games progressed and 
India’s Prof. G. D. Sondhi, an IOC 
representative and observer, made 
enemies overnight by his courage¬ 
ous adherence to Olympic norms 
and ideals. 

The end-product was that the 
Jakarta jamboree lost its official 
status as the Asian Games. State- 
aided athletes were encouraged to 
buck the system through the short¬ 
lived GANEFO Games which land¬ 
ed them in trouble and denied a 
sensational women’s 400 metres 
champion from North Korea t h e 
chance of an Olympic medal ai 
Tokyo in 1%4. 

The threat held out by the lAAF 
may spread to other sports disci- 


It's Los Angeles 

Member countries of the Inter¬ 
national Olympic Committee (IOC) 
have voted by a large majority for 
holding the 1984 Summer Olympics 
in Los Angeles, the IOC announced. 

The IOC said (hat out of 85 
ballots .submitted, 74 favour Los 
Angeles as the venue for the 
Games. Ttirec votes were against 
and eight were abstentions. 

The Los Angeles City Council is 
expected to meet soon to decide 
on whether to hold the Games. For 
the past year the City of Los An¬ 
geles and the IOC have been at 
odds regarding which side should 
bear financial liabilities. 

Los Angeles v/as the only city 
to bid for the 1984 Olympics. 


plincs. Israel may be relied upon 
to become most active in its at¬ 
tempts to gain international sym¬ 
pathy and justice on the question 
of participation in the Asian 
Games. 

If the lAAF ban spreads to 
other sports disciplines, like aqua¬ 
tics, basketball, boxing, football, 
weightlifting, wrestling and volley- 
ball, what will be the attitude of 
t h e competing countries (o the 
Bangkok Asian Games? 

The lOA had an opportunity to 
provide a lead in this matter. But 
it did not so much as discuss the 
issue. Any wonder then, why India 
has progressively taken a back seat 
in the control of Asian sports 
governing bodies although the late 
G. D. Sondhi fathered the idea of 
the AGF and the dynamic Tony 
D’Mello organised the first Asian 
Gomes at New Delhi in 1951. 

— RON HENDRICKS 
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I^AD the defeat of Manitou, un> 
questionably the beat four- 
year-old in training, in the 2,800 
metres Indian St. L^er been 
brought about by li>i Tombi it 
would have been a major surprise: 
that it was achieved oy Linden 
Flora Is an absolute knock-out, a 
stunning blow which has so befud¬ 
dled students of form that they are 
still busy trying to put the pieces 
of their shattered pre-race notions 
into some sort of order. 

How did Linden Flora beat Mani- 
tou and that, too, by a widening 
eight lengths in the smart time of 
3 minutes, 8 1/5 seconds? 

Several theories come readily to 
mind. Firstly, there is no doubt 
that Manitou, the ipreat Grey Gas¬ 
ton-Dusty Marta colt who had been 
beaten but once in 13 starts and 
who had repeatedly proved his 
superiority over horses of his age 
and who hsd humbled the best 
older horses, except stablemate 
Squanderer, in the land, was not 
looking as well as he had done dur¬ 
ing the Bangalore Summer Meeting. 

Secondly, Manitou. who is a top 
heavy, free-striding runner who 
comes down heavuy on the track, 
is at his best when he can stride 
in front. This he was not allowed 
to do as, even though Shinde had 
him under the whip as early as the 
800, he could not go clear of Ipi 
Tombi, who matched him in stride 
from the 1,800 to soon on entering 
«he straight and, indeed, there was 
a fear at one stage that he would 
not go clear at all. 

Thirdly, it can be argued that 
Shinde made the mistake of fighting 
out the early part of the race with 
Ipi Tombi. This is debatable and 
this writer, for one, does not sub¬ 
scribe to that view. 

All these theories are negative 
ones and the only explanation for 
Manitou’s defeat was that he, like 
.Ipi Tombi, could not stay as well 
as could Linden Flora, who, ad¬ 
mittedly was a no-hoper under &e 
trnms as is evident from the fact 
that he was freely available at 30 
to 1 in a three-horse race! 

Linden Flora, who is a got-abroad 
by Linden Tree, who ran two leng¬ 
ths second to the great Mill Reef 
in tfie Epsom Derby, out of Gam¬ 
bia. an unraced mare who is full 
sister to Grandier, who has won 
the equivalent of Rs. 38 lakhs in 


Manitou — knock-out 


stakes, is certainly the most expen¬ 
sively-purchased Indian-bred ever 
and is. perhaps, the one with the 
best bloodlines. He has solid stay¬ 
ing blood and the fact that he had 
won only four times from 14 pre¬ 
vious starts is because there are 
not enough distance races for this 
late foal. 

He is a great credit to trainer 
Aziz Mahmoud and is the pride 
and Joy of the Poonawalia Stud, 
where he was bre^ and of his own¬ 
ers Cyrus S. and Z. S. Poonawalia, 
S. F. Sopher and M. A. M. Rama- 
swamy. 

This column feels that a lot of 
nonsense is being written about the 
brilliant handling of the colt by 
Robin Corner. All he did was what 
any other capable rider would 
have done! 


Ranjit Bhat, trainer R. R. By- 
ramji and jockey Shinde, who must 
be sorely disappointed by the de¬ 
feat of Manitou will gain some con¬ 
solation next week in the ^400 
metres President of India Gold 
Cup in Hyderabad as it should be 
Squanderer’s for the asking. He 
won easilv last year and tho-e is no 
reason why be should not repeat 
This will be the last run of the 
son of Valoroso-Milky Way as he 
will be retired to stud thereafter. 


Also on that day Fist of Iron, 
Calcutta’s top three-year-old, will 
get the opportunity to prove his 
credentials as a youngster of all- 
India stature in the 2,000 metres 
Mysore Derby. He proved too good 
for his rivals in the 2,000 . Guineas 
and there is no reason to doubt 
his ability to brjiig off the double. 



The aurpriw at the Indian St Leger .... Linden Flora, 
R. Comer up, is led in by Z. S. Poonawalia, 8. F. Sopher 
and Axis Mahmoud 


Moinudden — RIP 


ET another footballer of repute 
has gone into the annals of 
history. Olympian Moin, 56, died 
at Hyderabad, of a heart-attack 
early this month. 

Syed Kwaja Moinudden was the 
speedster footballer of the fifties. 
He was a regular in any striking 
combination, that was selected to 
represent the country. 

Young Moin was fortunate to re¬ 
ceive training at the hands of late 
S. A. Rahim, one of the best foot¬ 
ball coaches India has ever pro- 
duced. Still at school, he was 
selected to represent Hyderabad 
Eleven Hunters and Student Athle¬ 
tic Club, for many of their outsta- 
tion engagements. 

Soon he was picked up by the 
famous Hyderabad City Police, and 
under Mehboob Khan they won 
their first outstatioo trophy at Ban¬ 
galore — the coveted Ashe Gold 
Cup. He was with the Police for 
36 years and retired last year as 
Inspector, though his playing 
career terminated fifteen years ago. 

His international career was 
limited. Without a sponsor Moin 



could not play in the 1948 Olym¬ 
pics. But in 1951 and ’53 he toured 
with the Indian team in the Far 
East. He was in the India aide for 
the Asian quadrangular, in 
Colomlm 19S and Calcutta 1954. 
He has also played in the Manila 
Asian Games in 1954. He was cap¬ 
tain of the Indian team, when we 
played against Sweddn at Calcutta, 
against Russia at Hyderabad in 
1954, and then again of the Afghan 
bound Indian .Team the next year. 
His only Olympics representation 
was made in 1952 at Helsinki under 
Sailen Manna. 
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Broarley 

disappointed 

IKE BREARLEY, the EnfUnd 
cricket ceptein, said he was 
disappointed that the team would 
not be facing Jeff Thomson when 
they began their Australian tour 
this month. 

"To be perfectly honest, I would 
like to be batting against him," 
said Bresrley, who faced Thomson 
in England’s Ashes-winning scries 
against Australia last year. 

"He got me out. But when wu 
tour you like to be playing against 
the best. You don’t want people to 
say: They won, but it wasn’t against 
the best side’.” 

Worid ban 
on Bast 

^EORGE BEST, the former Man- 
Chester United and Fulham 
forward, faces a world-wide ban 
from football. 

The punishment is being con¬ 
sidered by FIFA following a re¬ 
quest to them by the Football As¬ 
sociation in London. 

It follows Best's appearance in 
two matches in Austria for North 
American club Detroit Express, 
who had him on loan ft'om another 
American club, Ford Lauderdale. 

Best’s imminent world ban is 
caused by breach of a FIFA ruling 
which prohibits the player appear¬ 
ing outside the United Kingdom 
during the Football League season. 


That ruling was made bv FIFA 



when they gave Best clearance to 
play in the United States. 

The Football Association confir¬ 
med their world ban request to 
FIFA, but added that they did not 
know whether FIFA had brought 
the ban into operation. 

Chelsea luring 
Cruyff 

HELSEA’s ambitious plan to 
lure Johan Cru^f out of retire¬ 
ment looks destined to fail. 

Chairman Brian Mears revealed 
that London’s crisis club has join¬ 
ed the worldwide queue of clubs 
seeking to tempt the Dutch super- 
star back on to the soccer stage. 

Mears knew Chelsea could not 
compete financially with offers like 
the six-million dollar contract New 



Johasi Cruyff < . chihe 
in queue 


York Cosmos have dangled under 
Cruyff’s nose. 

But he had hoped to trade on 
the Dutchman’s known respect for 
Chelsea. 

"Johan came to help us by play¬ 
ing for the Cosmos when he dis¬ 
covered we mi|ht lose money from 
last week’s friendly at Stamford 
Bridge.” Mears reasoned. 

“Maybe, he would be willing to 
help us on a more permanent basis. 
We wouldn’t want to tie him down 
with a long contract. 

“It would be entirely up to him 
whether he continued to live in 
Holland or not. We wouldn’t mind. 
It’s the sort of deal which mi^t: 
appeal to him. 

“It's not a publicity stunt. We 
are serious in our ambitions. Quite 
a few radical things are going to 
happen at this club in the next two 
or three weeks.” 



Figgoti . . . spectadar victory 


Piggott — 
some jockey 

LLEGED, the horse who has 
sent all summer fighting off a 
virus, staged a spectacular repeat 
to win the £133,000 Prix de I’ Arc 
de Triomphe in Paris. He won more 
easily than last year and is worth 
more than £10,000,000 as a stallion. 

Once again, Lester Piggott mes¬ 
merised the opposition on Alleged, 
going on the second he chose to 
beat Trillion and Dancing Maid. 
Willie Shoemaker, the rider of 
Trillion, summed up the result: 
“That’s some horse — and some 
rider!" 


OOVIET UNION’S Vasily Alexe- 
^ yev has, for the first time in re¬ 
cent years, been beaten to Uie title 
of the world’s suongest man. At the 
World Weightlifting Champion¬ 
ships last week. East Germany's 
Jurgen Heuser hoisted a total of 
417.S kgs. in the snatch and jerk 
events to secure a better aggregate 
than the nine-times Soviet cham¬ 
pion. 


K^ORLD heavyweight boxing 
* * champion, Mohammed Ali has 
expressed his desire to fight a “boot¬ 
ing exhibition match” during his 
visit to Pakistan which, so far, is 
scheduled for December 2S. 

While conveying his best wishes 
and regards to the nation, the 
world champion, in a telegram to 
Javed Hashmi, Minister of State 
for Youth and Students Affairs, has 
asked tibat arrangements for his 
bout should be well organised. 
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Former championship racing driver Sterling Moss (left) was the first of nine drivers 
who are to cram a years motoring in nine days at the wheel of a 1931 Austin Seven. 
The Austin Seven Club are attempting to break an international 10,000 mile endurance 
record. They plan to average S4 miles rar man and dock 1,100 miles per day on the 
famous Goodwood circuit of the 1930s. ^e Austin Seven “Ulster” has a speed of up 
to 80 miles per hour. Ripht: Juan Manuel Fanzio, a living legend of the racing circuit, 
raced again at the age o« 67. Hie event was a special veteran's race in Melbourne and 
his co-driver was Australian Prime Minister Malcolm Frazer. Fanzio was at the wheel 
of a Silver-Arrow Mercedes Benz. Fanzio however failed to beat Jack Brabham. 


TJ* ORMER American Secretary of 
^ State Henry Kissinger took on 
a new job — trying to stage the 
1990 World Soccer Cup in the 
United States. 

Dr. Kissinger was appointed 
chairman of the North American 
Soccer League's Board of Directors 
and may also become owner of a 
club. 

While announcing his appoint- 
meni, the NASL Commissioner Phil 
Woosnam said that Dr. Kissinger 
will advise the league and preside 
over some policy meetings. 


'yiVTOR KORCHNOI came one 
* step closer to Karpov in the 
World Chess Championship match. 
Last week the challenger achieved 
his fourth win when Karpov re¬ 
signed af'er 79 moves. The score 
now stands 5-4 in Karpov’s favour. 



Japanese adveniurer Naomi 
Ueumra has takta a picture at 
Umaelf somewhere m Greco- 
land OB his any to an icy peak 
on Greenland’s souRicm dp. 
Uemura has succeeded in cr o aa 
ing the idand alone by dog 
sledge and is the first person 
to do so tram north to sotdb 



“I am completely broken and dis¬ 
heartened and left with no alter¬ 
native except to quit. For me it 
is over and never again.” 

— Shyam Thapa, after announce¬ 
ment of the spccer probables 
for the Asian Games. 


“We will go ahead with the Asian 
Games. No one will stop us from 
bolding the Games.” 

— Air Chief Marsha) Dawce 
Chunlasaphy, President of 
AGF, after lAAF’s decision 
not to sanction the Games. 

“I personally feel they (Israel) 
will be Invited. After all they 
are affiliated to the AGF and a 
member of good standing too.” 

— Nat Intraapan, Chairman, 
Technical Committee of the 
Asian Games. 

"The Asian Games, like other simi¬ 
lar regional competitions, are not 
strictly under the jurisdiction of 
the lAAF and as such it cannot 
take any action against the AGF 
in case Israel is expelled from 
its membership.il 

•— Umrao Singh 

“This is not the first instance of 
Indian recruits not honouring 
their agreements.” 

— A League Conference (Eng¬ 
land) spokesman on the ban 
imposed on Madan Lai, 
Motiinder and Gbavri. 


"Karpov has not yet shown he is 
an excellent player. I think I 
still have a chance.” 

— Korchnoi, before his fourth 
victory. 


“I have no favourite turban. I just 
wear one that’s clean.” 

— Bishan Bedi 


“Yorkshire’s committee and Eng¬ 
land’s selectors must come clean. 
They must stop hiding behind the 
■ petticoats of platitudes and tell 
us what the hell it is that makes 
them think Geoff Boycott is not 
a fit person to captain a cricket 
team. Most of all they owe that 
civility to Geoff Boycott.” 


— Alan Thompson 



* Telfgrim tn Vtbnt MMtIer: ’ Hmup exacllg hiut, 
you IttI ... m'lpieil CeoK Hoycoll'." 
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Dr. Sloan's 
'heat-action' formulal 
quickly relieves 



PAIN IN JOINTS SPRAINS 


HMt Action for Quick Relief 

Gently rub in Sloan's Balm, or 
apply the liquid liniment. The 
powerful ingredients penetrate 
deep, generate heat and 
increase blood circulation— 
to relieve pain, fsst. 

Won't stain clothes 

Unlike most pain balms and 
liniments, Sloan's Balm 
and Sloan's Liniment are non 
greasy, non staining. 


Available in two forms 

SLOAN’S 

BAUM& 




A CAN you name the youngsters who can step 
into the shoes of our spin quartet? 

— Rajan (New Delhi). 

I can only think of one or at most two as 
^ potential Test bowlers: Rajinder Singh Hans 
and phiraj Par Sana. 

Q CAN G. R. Viswanath easel Vijay Hazare as 
number four batsman? - 

— K. P. Padmaprakash (Hyderabad). 

A in technique and temperament, there is little 
resemblance between, the two. Any compari¬ 
son. therefore, will be far fetched. One can only say 
that Viitwanath is serving India as well as Hazare 
did at number four. 

Q CAN you give me the Test record of Majid 
Khan, of Pakistan? Is he the best opening 
batsman in the world? 

— G. A. Shabnam .(Srinagar), Bashir Ahmad Pal 
(Anantnag, Kashmir) and Debasish Tarafdar 
(Ramgarh, Bihar). 


A Ilf 37 Testa, Majid Khan has played 64 inn- 
ings, twice not out, and scored 2,651 runs, 
including five centuries, at an average of 42.75. His 
highest is 167 in the second innings of the third 
Test against West Indies at Georgetown in March, 
1977. He gained the distinction of becoming t h e 
first batsman in over 40 years to score a century 
before lunch when he made 112 in 130 minutes 
against New Zealand at Karachi on October 30, 
1976. A fine opening batsman but so is Gavaskar. 


HOW many runs have been scored by Anshu- 
man Gaekwad in Test cricket? 

— G. Manohar Singh and P. Kumari 
(Pakala, A.P.). 


A in 14 Tests, Gaekwad has played 26 innings, 
twice not out, and scored 742 runs at an 
average of 30.91. He has four half<enturies to his 
credit with 81 not out in the first innings of the 
fourth Test against the West Indies in 1976 as his 
highest. He has also held five catches and is yet to 
take a wicket. 


WHICH clubs were assisted by Mohinder 
Amarnath and Madan Lai in England last 
summer? 


— Unsigned. 


A 

a 


MOHINDER played for Lowerhouse and 
Madan for Enfield in the Lancashire League. 
HOW many wickets have been claimed by 
Australia’s Bob Simpson? 

— Muktar Ahmed (Jeypore, Assam). 


A IN 62 Tests, Simpson took 71 wickets for 
3,001 runs, including four for 283 against 
India and seven for 366 against West Indies after 
his comeback in 77-78. 


^ THE bat flies in the air after a batsman plays 
a suoke and is caught by a fielder. Is the 
batsman out? B). Can the batsman attempt a run 
without bat in hand? 

— V. K. Varadaraju (Puttur, Karnataka). 
A A fielder can only expect thanks from the 
^ batsman for catching Ae bat. The batsman is 
not out and he can attempt a run twithout his bat. 
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Vasiukov all the way 


HILE the World Chess Cham< 
pionship was in progress at 
Baguio City, another, lesser chess 
competition was being played at 
Tiruchi, in South India: the First 
Asian Grandmasters Chess Tourna¬ 
ment. Lesser in stature, yes, but 
by no means less exciting than the 
Karpov-Korchnoi match. 

Grandmasters fou^t move after 
move, ctame after game, and even¬ 
tually it was — of course — a 
Russian to come out the winner. 

Evgeni Vasiukov, who has been 
dubbed the Russian “chess ma¬ 
chine,” established a lead early in 
the tournament which proved to be 
unsurpassable. Although Filipino 
EuRene Torre and Anatoly Lein, 
a Russian Jew who emigrated to 
the USA two years ago, came up 
with a burst of victories in the 
final stages, they could manage 
only to acquire the second and 
third places. 

The Asian Grandmasters Chess 
Tournament is conducted over a 
series of matches played in differ¬ 
ent cities. The first four legs were 
completed in Baguio City (Philip¬ 
pines), Wellington (New Zealand), 
Jakarta (Indonesia) and Penang 
(Malaysia). After the fif.h at Tiru¬ 
chi, the last leg would be con¬ 
cluded at Tehran (Iran) during 
October. 

The idea behind the Asian Grand 
Prix Circuit is to promote chess in 
the continent and enable Asian 


players to attain Grandmaster and 
International Master norms. While 
the tournament at Tiruchi was suc¬ 
cessful to the extent that partici¬ 
pation was healthy, it failed in its 
second objective. None of the In¬ 
ternational Masters could obtain 
Grandmaster status and the endea¬ 
vours of players vying for Inter¬ 
national Masters norm too were 
futile. India’s Ravi Shekar would 
find bis name in the FIDE ranking 
list with some high *Elc’ points 
and Thiproy would, in all probabi¬ 
lity, maintain his present rating. 


The tournament, conducted by 
the Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd. 
Community Centre, was delayed 
by two days. 

Four Filipinos arrived late and 
then. Grandmasters Ivkov (Yugo¬ 
slavia) and Quinteros (Argentina) 
withdrew from the tournament. 
Only Torre and Vasiukov were the 
Grandmasters left for the Tiruchi 
Circuit. .\nd then came Grandmas¬ 
ter .4natoly Lein as a replacement 
for fellow American CM Terjan, 
thereby setting a precedent by 
joining in an international tourna¬ 
ment after eight rounds — more 
than halfway through. 



Grandmaster Vasiukov of die Soviet Union analyses an 
interesting .game to fans 




Oeb Kumar Haider, 17 
'Ghaiak Bari/ Fakirbari Road, 
Barisal, Bangladesh. 

Hobbies; Penpals, music, stamps. 
K Sankar Kri^na, 18 

B 42/FI, Vijayanagar Colony, 
Hyderabad 500 4.57. 

Reading, movies, playing games, 
writing letters. 

Vineyafc L Kamadi, 19 
30/3 Shivaji Nagar, 

Santa Cruz, (East) 

' Bombay 400 055. 

Cricket, football, basketball, 
volleyball, singing. 

Vinay Shtdda, 21 
C/o Shri R. K. Shukla. 

“Anand Bhawan,” 

House No. 30, 

Baldeo Baug, 

Rajnandgaon (MP) 491 441. 
Correspondence, stamps collec¬ 
tion. drawing, painting. 

Shirley Saikio, 21 
C/o Mrs. B. P. Saikia, 

Addl. C M. & H. Office, 
Colibarvy, Tezpore 784001. 

Pop mu^c, movies, singing, play¬ 


ing cricket, fable tennis, badmin¬ 
ton, reading, gardening, travel¬ 
ling. 

Ramesfa V Gadhvi, 22 
At: Nana Paliyad, 

Post: Kumbhara, 

Via; Botad Junction. 

Swimming, riding, cricket, sight 
seeing, pen-pals. 

Som Bbusmir, 24 
“Jagadeesh,” 

Azad Road, 

Bijapur 586 101. 

Pentriends, western music, cric¬ 
ket gift exchange, fiction. 

Vijay Kumar P»^, 24 
Block-39, Flat 285, 

Road No. 11, 

Rajendra Nagar, 

Patna 800 016. 

Swimming, athletics, music, 
chess, pen friendship, movies. 

K. Prabfaakar Rao, 24 
5-77;16, C/u R. K. Rao, 
Pandaipuram, Guntur, 

AP-S22 002. 

Reading, correspondence, cric¬ 
ket, carrom, gift exchanging. 


Mr. Badal Raul, 24 
C/o Raul & Co., 

P. O. Rangapara, 

D(. Darrang, 

Assam 784 ^5. 

Sports, pop music, chess. 

A .|aya Priytui, 24 
Enjambakkam Village. 

Fine star club, 

Madras 600 041. 

Stamp collection, cricket, bad¬ 
minton, movies, drama.s, reading, 
travelling. 

Dr. A. Backer MBBS, 27 
“MantUram,” 

P. O. Mankada, 

Malappuram Dist. 

(Kerala). 

Playing football, collection of 
books on cricket, movies, picnics, 
fashions. 

Astifaq Hassan Damad, 30 
Post Box No. 223, 

New Garage, Shuikh 56, 

Safat, Kuwait, 

A.G. 

Western music, ball-room dance, 
picnics, movies. 
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I N the following game played in 
the international tournament at 
Tiruchirapallt grand master Torre 
boldly faces a dangerouS'looking 
King side attack by his opponent, 
pinning his hopes on a centrally 
posted Knight and a passed QP. 
Shirazi plays well and although his 
attack does not succeed, he wins 
the advanced enemy QP. But a l»d 
King move, possibly in time 
trouble, costs him the game. 
KING'S INDIAN DEFENCE 
White: Shirazi (Iran) 

Black: Torre (Philippines) 

I. P0B4, NKB3 2. N<JB3. PKN3 
3. PK4, PQ3 4. PQ4, BN2 5. PB4 
(a), PB4 6. PQS, 00 7. NB3. PK3 
8. PxP (b), BxP 9. BQ3, NB3 (c) 
10. PBS. BQ2 11. BNS, QN3 12. 
QQ2. N(55 13. 00 (d) BBS 14. NxN, 


10. PBS. BQ2 11. BNS. QN3 12. 
QQ2. N(5s 13. 00 (d) BBS 14. NxN, 
15. N(25, BzN 16. KPxB, QRKl 
17. QRKl, RxR 18. QxRI? (e). RKl 
19. QR4. NQ2 20. PQN3 (f). NK4 
21. PxP, RPxP 22. BB6, BxB 23. 
QxB, QB2 (g) 24. RQl, QR4I (h) 
2S. BBl, QB6I 26. PKR3 (i), PQR4I 

(j) 27. QB2, PQ6 28. QK3 (k) RRl 
29. BxP. PRS 30. QQ2, QQSch 31. 
KRl? (1), PxP 32. PxP, RR8! (m) 
33. RxR, QxRch 34. KR2, QQS 35. 
QN4. QBSch 36. KNl, NxB 37. 
QxNt>. QB7ch 38. KR2. NB5 White 
resigns. 

(a) Four Pawns Attack. 

(b) More complicated variations 

result from 8. BK2, ^xP 9. PK5 
(Gunderam Attack) or 9. BPxP (9. 
KPxP is also p^able), RKl 10. 
PK5. On his 7tb move Black can 
play the gambit 7 . . . (in¬ 

stead of . . . PK3). 

(c) Vaganyan-Trais, San Paulu, 
1977, continued 9 ... BNS 10. 
PKR3, BxN 11. QxB, NB3. Velimi- 
rovich played against SueUn 
(Odessa. 1977) 9 ... PQR3 10. PBS, 
BQ2 11. 00, BB3 12. BNS, QNQ2. 

(d) If 13. BxN?, BxB 14. NQ5, 
NxNch 15. PxN, BRSch deprives 
White of castling. 

(e) More enterprising than 18. 
RxR. On 18 . . . QxP? 19. QK7 or 
19. QR4 is strong. 

(f) 20. PB6, BBl 21. BR6 looks 
attractive, but after 20 . . . BRl 
White's attack is blocked. 

(g) White's King side threats are 
at an end and now Black's well 


posted Knight and passed QP pose 
counter-threats. 

(h) Black's PQS cannot be taken 
because of 25. QxQP?, NxB 26. 
RxN, QK8 mate. 

(i) Now 26. (2xQP would be met 
by 26 . . . QK6ch 27. KRl. NN5 
threatening 28 . . . NB7ch. 

(j) A good move creating (2-side 
play in return for the possible loss 
of his advanced QP. 27. (2xQP is 
still dangerous in view of 27 . . . 
QB7 28. RRl (if 28. RKl, NB6ch) 
PQ6 29. QKB6. PQ7 30. BK2. 
QBSch 31. QBl, N(36l. 

(k) After 28. QQ2, QQSch 29. 
KR2 (or KRl?, PRS 30. BxP?, NxB 
31. QxN, RKSchl wins) NB6^I 30. 
PxN. RK7chl 31. BxR, QB7ch 32. 
KRl. PxB 33. RKl, QBSch 34. KR2. 
QB7ch etc. draws. 

(l) If 31. QB2. QxQch 32. KxQ, 
PxP 33. PxP, RR7ch 34. KNl. RN7 
and Black recovers his Pawn with a 
better ending. But 31. KR2 to avoid 
a pin on his Rook on Black's 32nd 


n RIDGE has its lighter moments 
^ even in expert circles. 

Playing in the finals of the CCI 
Open Pairs, Dr. Tibrewala decided 
to stir the pot. Looking at 
K Q J 10 X X X 

K 10 X X 

J 

Doctor sab decided to open the 
bidding with *1 heart.’ Yes ‘1 heart' 
not 'one spade' — he probably 
thought he could psyche me oppo¬ 
nents out of their heart suit and 
buy a spade contract at a cheaper 
level than other pairs. Tibrewaia's 
opponents were his teammates — 
Ramchand Agarwal on his left and 
Farsy Dastur on his right. His part¬ 
ner was Avinash Gokhale. 

Gokhale responded 'IS* of all 
things and Tibrewala carried on his 
misMievous game with a bid of 
‘2NT.* The opponents were silent. 
The next bid by his partner was 
one he had not bargained for. 
Avinash leaped all the way to 6 NT. 

Poor Tibrewala — hoist on his 
own petardi That's what you think 


move and a check on the 33rd 
move, was correct. 

(m) The loss of the Bishop is 
inevitable. The check after the ex¬ 
change of Rooks enables Black to 
pin the Bishop again. 

END GAME 



White: Kd3; Nd2; Fg6. 

Black: Ka3: Bd7; Ndl; P’s-a7, M 
White to play and draw. 




and thai’-s what he thought as he 
passed, cursing his partner and 
himself, hoping against hope. Ram¬ 
chand sprang to life with a double! 
Tibre ran to ‘7 spades,’ which of 
course was also doubled! 

Bidding: 

N E .S W 

IH P IS P 

2 NT P 6 NT P 

P Dbl. P P 

P 7 S Dbl. P P 

The full hand: 

K Q J 10 X X X 

KlOxx 

J 

(Tibrewala) 

N 

XX X 

Q10 (Dastur) E AKJxxxx 
398xW (Agar-x 

Q109XXX wal) xxxx 

S 

(Gokhale) 

Axx 

XXX 

AQxx 

AKx 


SPORTING SAM ...... by Reg Wootton 



West was on lead, thanks to 
Avinash's mark-time “1 spade” bid. 
Farsy didn’t have a club as to what 
was going on and hopefully led a 
club. 

*7 spades’ rolled — only a heart 
lead could have set the hand. A 
stone-cold top had become a bottom 
as frigid as they came. 

Perhaps Ramchand should have 
passed '6 NT’ and gleefully rattled 
off seven heart triors. At IMPs or 
rubber-bridge the double is unfor- 
gi'vable but at pairs, don’t you 
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ACROSS 

1. Ram run shake former Indian tennis player 

(6. 5). 

8. A fencing sword with oriental directions (4). 

9. The famous Brisbane Test was a this (3). 

10. An offer ends Indian all-round cricketer (4). 

11. A measure followed by a ring gives Olympic 
hockey goalkeeper (S). 

13. An oarsman returns (5). 

15. Divine messenger is the pentathlon champion 
(S). 

16. A quick this may help you win the race (S)i 

19. A this in one is a golfer’s dream stroke (4). 

21. You hear commentries over this (1, 1, 1). 

22. Volcanic dust to east gives Wimbledon cham¬ 
pion (4). 

23. You are close to victory when you hold (his 

(5. 6). 

DOWN 

2. Holy venue of Olympic Games (4). 

3. A swimming star has a hole in the middle (5). 

4. A knock out starts an Asian country famous 
for table tennis players (5). 

5. Cricket statistician has two mothers (4). 

6. Indian Uber Cup player has a romantic start 
(4. 7). 



7. English cricket venue comes up (6, 5). 

12. Twentieth letter is a golfing equipment (3). 

14. Run not scored off the bat shortened (3). 

17. South African start for a woild table teeinis 
champion (S). 

18. You bowl eight ball this coming up in Au's- 
tralia (5). 

20. The bridge player sitting on the right of 
south (4). 

22. You can win a wrestling bout by a fasiner 
(1. 3). 



feel that but for the grace of God 
it could have been you? 

Here is another hand where the 
bridge dmnons were at work, 
though unaided by the players. It 
is from the finals of the CCI team- 
of-four duplicate between Ruia’s 
team and mine: 

X 

Jx 

AQ 

AKQ9xxxx 

(N) 

(S) 

A JlOxz 

AKQzxx 

XX 

nil 

Both teams were in 7 NT of 
course. 

And not a hope! The clubs were 
4-1. In my room I settled helplessly 


for down 2, when Kohli (West) 
discarded all his diamonds leaving 
me no scope for a losing diamond 
finesse. The other room went down 
three. 

As the cards lay, 7 hearts is un¬ 
beatable unless a diamond is led. 
West bad King and Queen of 
spades and would probably have 
led a spade ... for a giipintic 
swing. If only there was a way to 
get to *7 hearts' from the North 
band ... but then the ’hearts’ 
could have been 5 nil . . . 

1 wonder i£ after knowing that 
partner had AKQxx of hearts 
<1 hadn’t bothtfed to try and locate 
his sixth heart) and the S. Ace . . . 
I should have ventured “7 hearts.” 
Alas. I knew partner didn’t have 
the D King — I’d found that out 
on the way — and 7 hearts mi^t 
have been defeated on a diamond 
lead when 7 clubs or 7 NT was 
a spread. Perhaps, knowing I was 
playing a better team, I should 
nave tried for a swing with ‘7 
hearts’ ... 1 wonder . . . 


How much do 
I _you know?... 

1. Can a shuttlecock weighing 7Cj 
grains be used? 

2. In soccer, can the thrower th row 
over his bead with one han<d? * 

3. During service can a tennis 
player change the position c tf his 
feet? 

4. Can a cricket match be p layed 
with the wickets 23 yds. a; part? 

5. Can the kho-kho posts be 1 .25 m. 
above the ground? 

6. What should be the lengl h of a 
volleyball net? 

7. During the ’split,’ in t'he two 
hands snatch, the* lifter's knee 
brushed the ground. Wil'l the lift 
be passed? 

ANSWERS: 

1. No. It should not weigh le.is 
than 73 grains (4.73 grammes). 2. 
No. 3. No. It is a ftxn fault. 4. No. 
They must be 22 yds. ap art. 5. No. 
They must be 1.20 m. Sibove tbe 
pound. 6. 9,50 m. (32 'it.). 7. No. 
No part of the body othur than the 
feet may touch the^ ground during 
the execution of tbe li.ft. 

— H.OSEY MDSTRY 
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Just tops 

Y our commeBt “For better In¬ 
dians” (SPORTSWEEK, Octo- 
t«er '3), may be one of the best 
ever by you, timely and informa¬ 
tive. To the question “how many 
oi‘ our 600 million are involved in 
sport?” may I answer, not even one 
miUllitn approximately are active 
evers' day as they should be since 31 
yearii. And we are 638 million at 
thft last count. 

M. R. Krishna, convener of the 
committee of the AICS to place a 
draft sports plan may also need 
some direct ideas from you, if you 
have already not done yet^ though 
deiSnitely you will be involved 
when the AICS formally takes it 
up. 

We need a total revolution in 
sports too and it deserves equal 
priority like defence or agricul¬ 
ture. I^khs of voluntary sportsmen 
social workers have *0 take sports. 
I e li 8 u r e and recreation to the 
manses along with adult education, 
pu.blic health, social hygiene, nutri- 
tio n and balanced diets. 

Now we have a splem'yd idea of 
a National Reconstruction Army 
proposed to embrace a wide array 
of activity and could sport.s be one 
programme too. I agree with you 
"th e task of producing better In¬ 
dia ns of tomorrow is a tremend¬ 
ous ly challenging one. Are we 
gtoirig to stand up manfully and put 
o ur shoulders to the wheel? ...” 
—Justin Pinto S. K. Prabhu 
(Bangalore). 

Ha|vpy birthday 

G RB’.ETINGS to SPORTSWEEK 
Of I its tenth birthday. 

— Nirupama Roy (Calcutta). 

C ONt URATIII.ATIONS on com- 
ple ting a decade fn the held. 
You've improved tremendously 
over the yeans and here’s hoping 
for morct. 

— S. Srinivasan (Madras). 

sport: ^WEIIK dlvdcs its readers 
for thefar greerinvs on die ocrasian 
of the maiiasims's tesidi anniversary. 
However, due to lack of qmce it 
has not been possible to publisli 
all dieir letter a. 

—EdHar. 


are really shocked to note 
^ the omission of Gautam Sar- 
kar, the skipper of Bengal in the 
list of 30 pronables chosen for the 
Ban^ok Asian Games. It is beyond 
doubt that he is the best linkman 
in our country now. Other strange 
omissions are Shyam Tbapa and 
Oiiljp Palit of Bengal. What expla¬ 
nation will the chairman of AIFF 
give for these omissions? There is 
still time to recall these players 
for the benefit of our country. 

— Pratush Banerjec, Amitabh 
Banerjee, Partha Sarathy Banerjee 
(Behala, CaIcutta-34). 

HE omission of Shyam Thapa 
from the list of probables se¬ 
lected for the coaching camp for 
the Asian Games to be held in 
Bangkok in December, is really a 
big disappointment for soccer 
lovers in the country. 

Needless to say, that Shyam has 
carved a name for himsetf as the 
foremost striker in the country. If 
1 am not wrong, had ne been se¬ 
lected in the team, he would have 
distinguished himself as the only 
soccer player in the country to re¬ 
present the country in three con¬ 
secutive Asiads. 

Ironically, instead of naming him 
captain of the team, he has been 
sidetracked. Does it not smack of 
politics? 

—Chakradhar Kotnala 
(Debra Dun). 



Rupa Saini 


v^HE present selection for the 
^ forthcoming Asian Games has 
added some measure of strengdi 
and stability in defence and half¬ 
backs — the front-liners appear to 
be good ball-dribblers with artistry 
play, rather than possessing com¬ 
mendable striking power. While 
our selectors have found favour 
with evergreen Inder Singh — it 
is hard to understand why Shyam 
Thapa and Bernard Pereira have 
been dropped. If players are se¬ 
lected on past perwmances, with¬ 
out participating in the recent 
National — then Shyam Thapa and 
Bernard Pereira, despHe their par¬ 
ticipation, shaped well and were in 
excellent form at home league 
matches. 

It is high time we wake up to 
the fact that our soccer is no longer 
what it used to be. The lethal strik¬ 
ing power displayed in our last 
Asian group by Iraq, China and 
North Korea — struck a warning 
note — that power-packed shooters 
were needed. As 1 see it, Shyam 
and Bernard are probably the only 
players in India today since the 
great Ghosh Dastidar — possessing 
such potentiality. It is earnestly 
hoped the selectors will include 
these two players before the finali¬ 
sation of the composition of our 
attack. 

—^Terence Craven 
(Bombay-5). 

HE omissions of Gautam Sarkar 
and Shyam Thapa from the list 
of 30 probables for the Asian 
Games is shocking. The former is 
at present the best half in the 
country and has shown consistency 
against foreign opposition. Shyam 
Tiiapa’s calibre as striker need not 
be elaborated upon. Some of the 
probables chosen are nowhere near 
the class of these two players, what 
a sad stale of affairs! 

—^A. Ghosh 
(Calcutta). 


This abominable poverty 


U UFA SAINI, lecturer of my 
college who captained our 
women’s hockey team in the 3rd 
Women Hockey World Cup 
Tournament in Spain in September, 
casually mentioned to me on her 
return that she sprained her ankle 
just before the start of India’s 
match against Japan. But I was 
shocked to hear that, unlike all 
other countries, no doctor accom¬ 
panied our team and the manager 
and coach of our team had to re¬ 
quest the doctor of the Japanese 
team to treat her, who was good 
enough to do so. Still, due to pro¬ 
hibitive cost of treatment she could^ 


not even be X-rayed till her return 
to India. Saini is all praise for 
the coach S. A. S. Naqvi, and the 
solicitude of the manager (Mrs.) 
Vidhya Stokes, but it appears they 
were helpless for want of funds. 
Are we really so poor that we can¬ 
not afford to provide such basic 
amenities to our players? I feel 
we must properly provide all basic 
facilities to our teams going abroad 
otherwise small incidents Tike this 
are likely to reflect adversely on 
our international status as an up- 
and coming country. 

—Curcharan Singh 
(Principal). 
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Trusted 
cough silencer 


Glycodin is no ordinary 
cough syrup, h’s India’s 
No. 1 cough troatmtnt. 

Glycodin works against all 
four coiqh-startors. 

o In tbn knin to juppross tin 
urge to cough. 

• In the ikant to raUeva 
irritation. 

• In thn lungs to rsduce mucus 
congestion and bring out the 
sputum. 

o In thn ehnst to roliooe pain 
of overworked chest muscles 

Trust Glycodin for ail sorts 
of botharsonM coughs. It works. 
Eases broatbing, snsaring 
restful sloop. 


Makers of medicines Doctors 
prasaibo with confidoice. 



Glycodin 
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finish among the top four if group¬ 
ed along with not very strong 
teams .... p 27 


Pakistan's batting machine has 
lived up to hs reputation. Besides 
(wo individual centuries, Zabeer 
Abbas and Javed Miandad set a 
new record for the highest partnei^ 
diip for any wicket in India-Paki- 
Stan Tests. Highlights of the Fai- 
salabad Test .... p 6 

At Sialkot, Pakistan annihilated 
India in the second one-day inter¬ 
national. The tourists never re¬ 
covered after their early setbacks 
while the Pakistani pacers main¬ 
tained their grip throughout the 
innings. Later, Pakistan surpassed 
the Indian total for the loss of only 
two wickets and arc now level with 
India in the one-day international 
series .... p 12 

Rajasthan’s Anil Ganju and Anita 
Sood of Maharashtra performed re¬ 
markably well at the National Sen¬ 
ior Aquatic Championships. Both 
swimmers were magnificent in their 
events and both established new 
national records while-winning 
gold medals .... p 17 

National badminton champion 
Prakash Padukone beat the world 
champion Fleming Delfs with 
astonishing case at the “Evening of 
Champions” last week. This was 
Padukone's first victory over die 
Dane after loosing twice to him 
in earlier matches .... p 23 

India’s volleyball prospects in 
the Asian Games appear to be 
bright. According to Shyam Sun¬ 
der Rat.’, who played for the coun¬ 
try four years ago, India could 


The camera has become a very 
sophisticated and useful instrument 
— even in regard to sports. Over 
the past 50 years it has developed 
immensely, with inspiring results. 
In a special feature, SPORTSl- 
y^EK describes the various trends 
in sports photography and com¬ 
pares the efficacy of the camera 
now with that of five decades ago 

.... p 28 

Barring a few scattered instan¬ 
ces, the national soccer champion¬ 
ship was a mediocre affair. Many 
of the established players from 
Bengal, the champions, failed to 
click and they very nearly lost to 
Goa in the final. Bengal, mean¬ 
while, have repeated their four-in-a- 
row-wins performance having won 
(he previous three championships 
too .... p 40 

Western Railway, Bombay won 
the All-India Paramjh Sin^ Me¬ 
morial Basketball Tournament after 
a keen tussele with BSF, Jullun- 
der in the final. Despite aging 
players battling seasoned oppo¬ 
nents, WR came from behind to 
emerge victorious .... p 47 

FEATURES: (Quotes .... p 7; 
Like it or lump It .... p 13; Pr<h 
file .... p 39; Racing .... 45; 
Pen fnentk .... p 49; Buzzing 
Around .... p 50; Question Box 
.... p 50; Bridge .... p 51; Chess 
.... p 52; Sportswords .... p 53; 
Stamps .... p 53. 
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ZUlheer Abbas 


|TlS averages would make 
him appear mediocre, but 
his batting is a glorious, enth¬ 
ralling sight. Zaheer Abtm has 
off and on evinced an insati¬ 
able desire to score runs. In¬ 
deed. his first two Test cen¬ 
turies were both more than 200 
runs, and even at Faisalabad 
this week against India, Za¬ 
heer came very close to this 
mark. 

Surprisingly, though, 2^eer 
Abbas ha<L so far, got just 
four Test hundreds. Even his 
lack of form and ability to 
score runs is inexplicable. 

Three years ago, against New 
Zealand, he was pathetically 
off colour. While the other 
Pakistani batsmen revelled 
against the passive Kiwis 
bowling, Zidieer struggled des¬ 
perately, vainly to regain his 
form he had demonstrated so 
aboundingly in England. 

But it was not loi^ before 
Zaheer was once again in the 
limelight. He reached the pin¬ 
nacle of batting excellence 
when Pakistan toured Austra¬ 
lia. and even the thunderous 
pace of Lillee and Thomson 
did not seem to trouble Za¬ 
heer much. 

Zaheer, has now played 
against the best bowlers of the 
world, and, without doubt, he 
has at some time or the other, 
got the better of them. Not 
the menacing pace of the fear¬ 
ed quickies nor the deceptive 
spin of the Indians have posed 
any problem for him, but still, 
his personal alchemy, when 
he relapses into a state of in¬ 
efficacy, keeps haunting him 
and returns to the Pakistani 
cricket scene. 

Traonpareacy; Fatrldr Engar 


Second thoughta on Packer 

from KHAUD ANSARI IN FAISALABAD 

O IX of the seven Indian cricketers, now touring Pakistan, appear to 
be having second thoughts about joining Kerry Packer’s 'circus.’ 

Whereas the report that Bedi, Gavaskar, Mohinder Amarnalh, Viie- 
mnath, Vengsarkar and Chandrasekhar are joining Packer (who will 
be in Lahore for the Test) has not really been confirmed by the players 
themselves — Kirmani’s decision to sign up is final — there has been 
^ipua rethinking as regards Packer's offer made (o the Indians via 
Asif Iqbal. 

Team manager Gaekwad is expected to call a press conference 
shortly to make an official announcement. Meanwhile, it is learnt ^at 
the playm-s. who had been initially tempted by the attractive offer, may 
not after all sign up because of taxation and other financial considera¬ 
tions. The honour of representing their country in official Tests is 
apparently an important consideration for many of the players, espe¬ 
cially the younger ones. 


Without Commont 

The drug threat 


nROPOSALS announced by Bri- 
* tain’s Central Council of Physi¬ 
cal Recreation for action against 
drug-taking in sport ignored the 
considerable work already being 
done through the Sports Council 

Emlyn Jones, Director of the 
Sports Council, has pointed out that 
£90,000 will be spent over the next 
three years to improve drug detec¬ 
tion Iv British experts. 

He said: “Any decision which 
can be taken against drug-taking 
must be supported. But the Sports 
Council have already said it will 
pay 75 per cent of the cost of any 
drug testing by any sports govern¬ 
ing body. 

“Britain is taking the lead. For 
example Arthur Gold as president 
of the European Athletic Associa¬ 
tion is determined to do all he can 
to eradicate drug-taking in his 
sport” 

Jones added: For many years 1 
have mixed with top coaches from 
all sports and I have never heard 
any suggestion like the one from 
the CCPR that drugs may be given 
to child athletes or gymnasts in 
Britain. 

“Like Mark Twain’s death, this 
matter may be somewhat exaggera¬ 
ted. But this is not to say that there 
may not be Just one coacb some¬ 
where wh e ha s considered im¬ 
moral eapMiments. 

Experiments in postponing pu¬ 
berty of girl gymnasts have bMo 
known in some Eastern European 
countries. 


In the case of 'very young boy 
athletes, almost as much danger 
to their bodies as taking drugs 
could be caused by oscessiveTy 
hard training, which could, say 
some coaches, stunt their physical 
development. 

Bill Sykes a former athletics 
coach now secretary of the junior 
commission of the British Amateur 
Athletics Board says: “When we 
had all our budding athletics stais 
together last April we bad a long 
and highly informative lecture 
from professor Arnold Beckett, an 
expert on drugs in sport. 

“Professor Beckett made sure 
they all knew about the danger of 
trying drugs in attempting to im- 

S rove performances. After all there 
( a grave temptation for young 
athletes to try drugs when they 
suddenly meet athletes of their own 
age firom other countries, who look 
so much stronger and fitter. We 
are well aware of our responsibi¬ 
lity to the new generation of 
athletes. 

' James Skinner, president of the 
American College of Sports Medi¬ 
cine in Chicago, speaking in 
Ottawa, said that unless some way 
is found to eliminate drugs in sport, 
(he Olympic Games could become 
the Pharmaceutical Games. 

The College has reviewed all 
the available literature and there 
is no conclusive evidence that 
drugs help and a fair amount that 
indicates harmful side effects” he 
said. 

— NEIL ALLEN 
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Zaheer shatters a record 


from Khalid Ansari in Faiaalabad 


T he resumption of cricket ties 
between India and Pakistan 
after a break of 17 years was mark¬ 
ed by the release on the first morn¬ 
ing of pigeons and balloons which 
wafted a banner proclaiming 
“lUush Aamdeed” (“welcome”). 

T he return catch which Bishan 
Bedi held to send back Sadiq 
Mohammed was a sharp one. In 
evidence once again, however, was 
the old Indian failing, the inability 
to hold sharp and half-chances. Had 
the hot ones, which came the way 
of the Indians on the first morning 
been accepted, the complexion of 
the game would well have been 
different. 


(H4dslUd>kt of the flm faro daiyi iday) 

TN the opinion of oldstagers in 
** Pakistan, Zaheer Abbas’ record- 
shattering innings was perils the 
finest seen in Pakistan. Ine be¬ 
spectacled Sialkot-born, Karachi- 
based Packerite. who has many out¬ 
standing, but had not previously 
scored a Test century in Pakistan, 
achievements to bis credit realised 
a long-cherished ambition — that 
of scoring a century against India. 

2Uheer who was characteristical¬ 
ly modest after his knock (in addi¬ 
tion to the one in Faisalabad, he 
scored a century on debut against 
England as well) acknowledged 
this writer’s congratulations after 
his innings with a “thank you, 
brother." 


M USUTAQ MOHAMMED was 
given a big applause for 
“walking” when Gavaskar at for¬ 
ward short-leg scooped up a smart 
catch, off pad and bat, not bat and 
pad as is generally believed. The 
Pakistan captain confirmed this to 
writer Rutnagur. Viswanath roiled 
over and appealefor what he 
claimed was a clean one-handed 
catch, inches above the ground, 
when Sadia’s sweep, off Prasanna, 
came off the glove, flowever, Sa¬ 
diq changed his mind ithen umpire 
Khalid Aziz remained immobile. 
The umpire stated later that he 
thought the catch had come off the 
ground. 


To the comment that he was most 
unfortunate in missing Chandu 
Borde’s record of 177 (for India- 
Pakistan series), Zaheer, who had 
played an absolutely blemishless 
knock and was in complete control 
throu^out his record-breaking inn¬ 
ings, smiled and retorted: “Bhai- 
soheb yeh to cricket mein hota hai” 
(“brother, these things do happen 
in cricket”). 


L ittle Master Hanif Moham¬ 
med has predicted that the 
wicket will be “a little grassy” in 
the later stages of the match. He. 



Skipper Btdian Bedi and C bamk ne ek har . . . India’s nain 
wicket-takers in Pakistan’s first innings 


is of the opinion that the strip will 
assist pace bowlers after the rest 
day — which he thinks could well 
spell danger for the tourists. 

Sadiq, the youngest of the Mo¬ 
hammed brothers — Races, Wazir, 
Hanif and Mushtaq are the others 
— achieved the distinction of be¬ 
coming the first player ever to wear 
a helmet in Pakistan cricket. 

Among the first recruits to the 
helmet’s brigade, Sadiq was in¬ 
jured, off a Kapil Dev snorter, in 
the tourists’ opening fixture in 
KarachL 

He is r^orted to have said re¬ 
cently that he would wear a hel¬ 
met only if be found a sponsor for 
it. 

nEDI’s handling of the bowling 
^ was intelligent enough but he 
is certainly to be faulted for tak¬ 
ing the new ball at the fag end of 
the first day when the Indian bowl¬ 
ers were tired after 79 overs had 
been bowled. Abbas and Miandad 
plundered 42 runs off the last 
seven overs before the close of 
play. 

The Indian bowlers strove man¬ 
fully on a heartless wicket and in 
the face of some belligerent but 
elegant batting by Zaheer in parti¬ 
cular. Bedi bowled with his custo¬ 
mary guile and subtlety and 
Chandra was on the spot for the 
most part. 

To Prasanna went the distinction 
of bagging the prize wicket of Za¬ 
heer and me Karnataka off-spinner, 
who is reported to have bowled 
brilliantly earlier on this tour, 
made no secret of his delight. 

'Kapil Dev’s debut was unevent- 

W. « W* _ ._ » - M J _ __ .1_u__ 




cer when bowling with the old ball 
and came in for harsh treatment 
at die hands of Zaheer as might 
only be expected. His first speU in 
the initial stages of the Test was 
the most impressive. He (gas dis¬ 
tinctly unluc 0 in not bagging an 
early wicket for India. 

Overall the Indian fielding was 
ragged. Apart from the costty lap- 
sesby way of dropped camhes, the 
ground fielding too was shoddy, 
Mohinder being the biggest culprit 
of all. Quite oftm the clumsy at¬ 
tempts at cutting off the zooming 
shots from the blade of Zaheer on 
the fast hish green outfield were 
ludicroua»and laughable. 
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Goodbye, attrition 


from Dicky Ratnagur 


N ormally h it sad to tee tra¬ 
ditions broken, but the depar¬ 
ture from history made on the 
opening day of the first Test at 
Faisalabad was refreshing. The In¬ 
dian and Pakistan teams of the new 
era hatre left behind the attritional 
attitudes of die first three series. 

Equally, it was heart-warming to 
see Mu^taq Mohammad depart 
his crease without requiring the 
umpire’s verdict when Sunil Gavas¬ 
kar and Chandrasekhar went up 
for a catch at backward short-leg. 
Such a gesture would have been 
unheard of when India and Paki¬ 
stan last played. 

The Indians were convinced that 
the Pidcistan skipper’s younger 
brother, Sadiq Monammed. was 
caught at slip, off pad and bat 
while sweeping Prasanna, but he 
stood his ground and was given 
not out. One could sympathise with 
the leftdiander, howeveci for he 
has been desperately short of runs 
and is fighting for his place in the 
side. 

In fact, I am sure he would have 
been left out of this first Test had 
he not been the only left-hander 
among the batting probables. It is 
no secret that India’s bowlers are 
less adept at bowling to left-handers 
than right-handers. 

To return to the approach of the 
two sides. Pakistan’s rate of scor¬ 


ing on the opening day exceeded by 
far the norm for either side in the 
last two series. As for India, they 
played their part nobly by bowling 
tor wickets rather than for con¬ 
tainment. 

An interesting feature of the first 
day was the Test debut of Kapil 
Dev, obviously a fine prospect. He 
is as good a bowler as any who has 
used the new ball for India 4n re¬ 
cent times and at least is quick, 
but his lack of experience was con¬ 
spicuous. 

Kapil continued to bowl bouncers 
even after the ball had lost its 
hardness and its resilience. At his 
pace and with the wicket so slow, 
bis bouncer was a gift to the bats¬ 
men. 

Kapil’s bouncer has a steep rise. 
But a bumper is most effective 
when U follows the batsman. This 
Kapil is not able to make h do. not 
even to the left-handed Sadiq, who 
does not particularly relish bum¬ 
pers. If Kapil is to continue pitch¬ 
ing short, he must be made to 
practice bowling them from round- 
the-wicket, particularly with Sadiq 
in mind. 

It is clear already that Pakistani 
wickets are not going to allow In¬ 
dia’s spinners to have their say and 
if we are to hold our own in this 
series, the batsmen will have to 
pull their full weight. 




“Pakistan would naturally prepare 
wickets that would not assist In¬ 
dia’s world-class spinners.’’ 

— Hanif Mohammed 

“1 think Ibis may be a good toss 
to lose.’’ 

— Anant Seialvad at Faisalabad 

“At 5"5 it becomes a lottery.” 

“1 don’t know who I’m playing 
against. Karpov is not a chess 
player. He is a chess robot wound 
by Zoukhor. It’s not his own 
strength. He plays with the 
strength of the will of Zoukhor.” 
— Victor Korchnoi, referring 
to Soviet parapsychologist 
Vladimir ^ukhor 

“I have a special understanding 
with Johan (Cruyff) and I think 
it might be possible to get him 
for at least a six-month spell.” 

— Miljanic, Chelsea’s new Tech¬ 
nical Director on the chances 
of Cruyff playing football 
for the club 

“We have printed only twenty-five, 
incomplete copies of the souve¬ 
nirs of the National Soccer Cham¬ 
pionships for the VIPs. The com¬ 
plete souvenirs will be available 
in a month’s time.” 

— N. A. Khan. Secretary J & K 
Football Association 

Jfw ,v Hi 
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Good time for batsmen 

from KBAUD BUTT, PakMiiB TimM 


'p HE series against India is going 
^ to do a world of good to Paki¬ 
stan cricket. From the lofty heights 
it attained during its tours of Aus- 
ralia and the West Indies it had 
touched the lowest ebb against 
England this summ«r. That too 
against what I frankly rate as se¬ 
cond class opposition. 

That things should have been 
allowed to reach such a sorry pass 
was both amuing and sad. Obsti¬ 
nacy at the highest level made one 
feel that Pakistan could lose some 
of its star cricketers for good. But 
out of despair had come hope and 
now a ray of light. The dramatic 
changes in the cricket set-up on the 
eve of this Indian tour have 
brought about the desired results. 

All the stars, lured by Kerry 
Packer, are back donning their 
green caps and can make the series 
a thing of joy. Without them I 



Javed Miandad . . unbeaten 
century 


dashing Zaheer Abbas racing to 
his first Test century against India 
on the opening day, dynamic Javed 
Miandad exhibiting iiis class and 
Majid producing some of his famed 
cover-ifa-ives in his brief stay. The 
match points to a tall scoring game. 
But then all guesses are hosardous, 
especially in cricket. Nevertheless, 
It shows that Bedi and his bowlers 
have a hard time ahead to contain 
these reputed stroke-players. 

Zaheer Abbas has, in his short 
career, won many distinctions. He 
IS the only cricketer in the sub¬ 
continent to have scored two dou¬ 
ble centuries against England in 
England. In county and first class 
cricket, he is the proud holder of 
many records. Against the Indians 
he has shown form in scoring his 
fourth Test century — the other 
three are against England and Aus¬ 
tralia. But the important thing was 
the manner in which he treated 
the Indian bowlers from the word 
go. It reminded me of his two 
elite innings against England, 
which I had the good fortune to 
watch at Edgbaston and The Oval. 

There was the same high back- 
lift, the same footwork and the per¬ 
fect timing which made.the ball 
whizz past the fielders before they 
could move a limb. On these hard 
wickets, Zaheer Abbas is going to 
be a tough customer for the Indian 
bowlers. 

Javed Miandad, adio recently had 
a lean patch, has shown'his great 
potential. He seems to cony an old 
head on his young shoulders and 
hjs English expnience has given 
him added confidence and matu¬ 
rity. 

Majid, Sadiq, Asif and Imran, 
aU had their recent problems. Sa- 
diq had a knock on his forehead 


during the tmening game at Kara¬ 
chi uid is still not fully recovered. 
AgainA fast bowler Kapil Dev he 
used his much talked amiut crash 
helmet Majid has recovered from 
his recent bout of Malaria. 

Imran had a back strain and it 
still remains to be seen whether 
he is one hundred per cent fit — 
mmething on whi^ will depend 
the f«‘e of the first Test match. 
Asu Iqbal had a neck injury but 
pronounced himself fit before the 
Test. 

In Imran and Sorfraz, Pakistan 
have a pair who can pose a threat 
to any opposition. They are likely 
to add a third seamer in most of 
the matches. They have pencil-thin 
Sikander Bakht, left-arm Liaquat, 
hurly Hasan Jamil — an all-roun¬ 
der — veteran Salim Altaf (Bobby 
to his friends) and Anwar Khan, 
to choose from. 

That Pakistan is leaving out play¬ 
ers like Haroon Rashid, Wasim 
Raja and Mudassar Nazar from the 
first Test speaks volumes for their 
rich talent and resources. 

The Indians are clearly relying 
on their star batsmen Sunil Gavas¬ 
kar and Viswanath during this lour 
with support from the Amarnath 
brothers Chauhan and others, to 
deliver the goods. In bowling their 
spinners seem to have a long and 
hard toil ahead of them. With 
Chandrasekhar replacing Venkatra- 
ghavan and Ghavri being dropped, 
they aim to play with only two 
seamers. All appear to be bold de¬ 
cisions by Bedi. 

In the field the Indians have so 
far been a brilliant side. This 
aspect ma^ in the end be of con- 
si^rable importance to tilt a deci¬ 
sion when the chips are down. 

I expect the series to be fairly 
close in which Pakistan has a clear 
edge. Whether we can expect a re¬ 
sult on diese tracks is, however, 
another matter. 


doubt whether the tour would have 
been thinkable — so strong were 
the sentiments of cricket mns in 
Pakistan. 

The series is being launched 
from a brand new Test centre — 
Faisalabad. Then comes Lahore 
and the third and final Test is to 
be played at Karachi. Wickets in 
Pakistan have been the subject of 
much controversv. The hard and 
docile strips at all the centres have 
resulted in a flurry of drawn Tests 
and only rarely, if ever, have the 
matches been productive. On these 
hard wickets naturally the batsmen 
have had a jolly good time at the 
cost of the hapless bowlers. 

The start of the Test indicated 
the shape of things to come. With 


Milestones 


1. Pakistan has recorded its 
higtiest total for Tests between 
India and Pakistan. The pre¬ 
vious highest was 448 in the first 
innings of the fourth Test play¬ 
ed at Madras in 196041. The 
highest for India is 539 scored 
in the first innings of the some 
Test in Madras. 

2. Two Pakistan batsmen 
scared centuries on debut 
against India-Zidieer Abbas and 
Javed Miandad. 

3. Zaheer Abbas 176 is the 
highest for a Pakistani in India- 
Pakistan Testa. The previous 
highest was Itt by Hanif Mo¬ 


hammad in the first htnings of 
the first Test in Bombay in the 
1960-61 series. 

4. Zaheer Abbas and Javed 
Miandad who put on 255 for the 
fourth wicket set up a recosd 
partnership for any wicket for 
India-Pakistan Tests. The pre¬ 
vious highest for India was 183 
between Vijay Hazare and Polly 
Umrigar for the fourth wicket 
in the first innings of the third 
Test in 1952. The previous best 
for Pakistan was 246 for the 
second wicket in the first inn¬ 
ings of the first Test in Bombay 
in 1960. 
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Pak pack power 

hr MAQSOOD ABMED 
(fonder Poirlean Tert pl^rcr) 



Maqaood Ahmed 


nAKISTAN have plenty of fire- 
^ power at their disposal. On top 
of the list is Imran Khan, the quic¬ 
kest of the pacemen in the team. 
He has speed and movemem both 
in the air and off the wicket. Im¬ 
ran can be expected to test the 
temperament and technique of the 
Indian batsmen in dealing with the 
short-pitched deliveries which he 
bowls with su.stained hostility. 
Sharing the attack with him is Sar- 
fras Nawaz, a mature and profi- 
ciem seamer. 

Ihe pair will certainly make 
things very difficult for the Indian 
frontliners. There is also Sikander 


Travel hint 

T N addition to the package 
tours arranged by the Paki¬ 
stan Tourism Development 
Corporation and the Pakistan 
International Airlines for In¬ 
dian cricket fans, the PIA will 
also organise trips to Pakistan 
for the second and third Tests 
at Lahore and Karachi for any 
person who can obtain foreign 
exchange worth $500 from 
the Reserve Bank of India 
under the Foreign Travel 
Scheme. 


Bakht, another fine seamer who 
bowls at a considerable pace. 

Then there are the wrist-spinners 
who are of high calibre. Skipper 
Mushtaq is more experienced than 
Miandad. And their type of bowl¬ 
ing could also be used for atUctog 
purposes. To balance the attack 
Iqbal <}asim is there. He wUl prove 
more than useful in checking the 
run-rate, if required. 

Pakistan have more forceful 
stroke-makers than India. Opening 


the innings are the indomitable Ma- 
iid Khan and the solid Sadiq Mo¬ 
hammad. Majid is an exceptional 
specialist. He can force the pace 
even before the shine goes off. 
Sadiq, too. is not an opener of the 
old school. The pair, laid a sound 
foundation to the Pakistan innings 
and at the same time set up a fair¬ 
ly fast tempo. 

Following them are Zahecr 
Abbas, a strok^iayer of extra¬ 
ordinary merit. Then, Mushtaq Mo¬ 
hammad, to keep the innings going 
if anything goes wrong. In fact, the 
middle-order batsmen can adjust 
their style of play according to the 
need of the hour. 

Among them, Javed Miandad, 
can easily produce a forceful inn¬ 
ings. And, Asif Iqbal, can be ex¬ 
pected to do the same. The Paki¬ 
stan batUng could be more forceful 
and also more dependable due to 
its depth. Imran Khan and Sarfraz 
Nawaz, too are considered as bats¬ 
men of no mean merit. 

Undoubtedly, the Indian front¬ 
line batting is quite formidable. 
Sunil Gavaskar, at his imperious 
best, has always been a difficult 
roposiiion. He has also got into 
is stride early and well in time. 
Chetan Chauhan, who should part¬ 
ner him, due to bis current form, 
has all the qualities required for 


s specialised position. Vengsarkar 
is also in excmlent form. The bro¬ 
thers, Surinder and Mohinder 
Amamath have already proved 
their capabilities. Success should 
come to the brothers naturally. 
Viswanath might as well feel that it 
was high time for him to be pro¬ 
ductive. But, the main hurdle in the 
way of the visiting batsmen would 
be the pace. 


Also the limited or unlimKed 
bouncers which they would receive. 
If they overcome that, they are 
likely to run a fairly high total. 
But on current showing there are 
indications that they might prove 
to be vulnerable to fast and rising 
deliveries. 

Although Kapil Dev and Ghavri 
are fairly quick and they have 
shown that tney could be depended 
upon for . sustained accuracy* if 
not hostility. But, the visitors have 
to depend a lot on their spinners. 
And they have an exceptional quw- 
tet in, Bedi, Chandrasekhar, Pra- 
sanna and Venkat. 


It also covers the whole range 
of spin bowling — orthodox and 
unorthodox, and coming from right 
and left-arm as well. If the pitch 
is helpful to their type of bowling, 
then, they are certainly good en¬ 
ough to contain. 
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PANATHLON CLUB 

BOMBAY 

ALL INDIA SPORTS ESSAY COMPETITION 1978 

TOPIC: *‘A Five Year Plan for Sports In India” 

ATTRACTIVE PRIZES 
FOR THE FIRST THREE BEST ENTRIES 

ENTRIES CLOSE ON 3IST OCTOBER 1978 

Write {or Entry Form and other particulars to: 

PANATHLON CLUB. BOMBAY, 

C/o. Mr. J. 0. Nagarvala. Monitron Security Pvt. Ltd., 

Jolly Bhavan, No. 2 , New Marine Lines, Bombay - 400 020. 

Space donated by Monitron Security Pvt. Ltd. 


1^33 sum T-BHIRT 

j0^^wfrtiavBar« 
.SMbscripfion to iHdia'is 
leadwy Sports mgame A 


ALL YOU have to do to get 
SPORTSWEEK'S “WORLD OF CRICKET" 
T-Shirt free is to send in a year’s 
subscription of Rs. 78/- to your 
favourite magazine SPORTSWEEK 
plus Rs. 3'- towards postal 
registration charges. 

Made of white superfine cloth by one 
of the leading mills in the country, 
it has blue and red letters on the front 
and back. The offer is open only to 
subscribers, not to subscription 
agencies. 

T-Shirts will be sent as long as stocks 
last. 

HURRY—fill in and send this coupon 
TODAY, indicating your size. 


I The Circulation Manager, ||||||| 

115^.^^ Oa^jM Road, 

I Please send me 82 iaauaa of SP0RT8WCEK for a year 
"WORLD OF CRICKET” T-Shhi, froa of oooi. Cnefotad la a 
I order receipt / demand draft far Ila..-i1/- 

I include Rs. 3/- towards postage and registtatioe chargaa* 

i NAME_ 

I ADDRESS. 

I_STATS_ , 

I My 'T' Shirt size is: 30*. 32*. 34*. 38*. 38* (tipk off yogr ai«e) 

I ALLOW 1 MONTH FOR THE SHIRTS TO REACH YOU. 
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Khalid Ansari's 

★ 

Pak tour diary 


What's in 
the pitch? 

PINIONS regarding tne wicke: 
at the Iqbal Stadium at Faisa- 
labad have be^n as. numerous as 
there are experts. 

According to veteran Lala Amar- 
nath. for whom the red carpet has 
been rolled out here, the track was 
a “typical Lahore one tailor-made 
for the Pakistan pacemen who 
would get a great d^eal of purchase 
from the concrete-based wicket.” 

He opined that the wicket would 
have a pronounced boimce which 
for him was a terrifying prospect 
from the Indian batsmen^s point 
of view. 

“It reminds me of what people 
say about the Sabina Park wicket,” 



. Haoif MobamaMd . 
good widtet 


said team manager Fatehsinhrao 
Gaekwad. “I expect it to have a 
fair bit of bounce, the ball will 
come up to the batsmen thus en¬ 
couraging sftroke production.” 

Hanif Mohammad, now a Pakistan 
Teat selector and “little master” 
of days gone by who had a major 
say in the preparation of the wic¬ 
ket by groundsman Mohamed Shafi 
considered it a “good, batting wic¬ 
ket . . . provided one' knows bow 
to go for one’s diots. Whereas it 
will ssaiat the pace bowlers in the 


early stages I consider it all in all, 
a fair wicket. The ball vrill come 
to the bauman and we could see 
a high scoring match here provided 
the Indian batsmen are prepared 
to go for their shots and do not 
play ultra-cautiously. 

“1 expect a keen contest here. 
This Test will be the key to the ser¬ 
ies since only three Tests are being 
played. The side that wins here 
will have a tremendous psycholo 
gical advantage in the Tests to 
follow. 

“Of course India have the best 
spin attack in the world and solid 
batsmen in Gavaskar, Viswanath 
and a good stroke player in Surin- 
der Amarnath but all in all Pakis¬ 
tan have decidedly the superior 
pace attack and a formidable bai¬ 
ting line-up. On balance, I expect 
Pakistan to put up a good snow 
here." 

Queried Bishan Bedi; Will this 
be the spinners’ graveyard as they 
say? We shall soon find out.” 

Said Sunil Gavaskar; “Some of 
those who were at SAbina Park .see 
a resemblance bciween the two 
wickets. It certainly looks very 
bald. Could be full of runs.” 

Pakistan skipper Mushtaq was 


evasive but allowed that it will be 
a good start to an excitinit series. 
“Yes, we are hopeful of winning." 

Equally confident was Zaheer 
Abbas. Said he with a wink: “Dek- 
biye to kya hota hai. Mere khyat 
say to mazaa aayega (wait and see 
what happras. I think we will have 
fun)”. He expressed the opinion 
that the match will witness an ex¬ 
citing duel between the Indian, spin¬ 
ners and the Packer “pirates”-re- 
inforced Pakistan side which is re¬ 
plete with exciting batting talent. 
Of the Indian players Zaheer bad 
seen in action, he had been im¬ 
pressed with “your two brothers- 
in-law Sunil and Vishy” and young 
Kapil Dev who in his opinion 
should go “very far.” 

Imran Khan who had bowled the 
nuiidens over during his two visits 
to India spoke fondly of the warmth 
of the Indian people coming to 
the Test. He said he was looking 
forward to “the thrill and excite¬ 
ment of playing a Test match 
against India. This blasted back of 
mine has been trout ling me for 
some time now. 1 have been taking 
pain-killing injections. I am not 
quite 100 per cent fit but 1 am 
rarin* to go” 


Faisalabad - 

‘R* AISALABAD, where India-Pak- 
" istan Test matches have been 
resumed after a break of 17 ygars, 
is a quaint raaodi town i^th a 
population of 12 lakhs. Despite its 
lack of resources, this city which 
was renamed after the former King 
of Saudi Arabia a year ago, has 
made a gallant and successful 
attempt at meeting the challenge 
of staging its first-ever Test match 
in this third largest city of Pakis¬ 
tan (after Karatmi and Lahore). 

Formerly called Lyalipur. Faisa¬ 
labad is the Manchester of Pakis¬ 
tan, an important textile centre 
with eight large textile units, this 
city has a labour force of four 
lakhs. The stadium named after 
the famous Urdu poet Iqbal, was 
built in 1962 and the wicket was 
laid in 1966. 

New Zealand, the West Indies, 
MCC and Sri Lanka have all play¬ 
ed three-day m a t c h es on this 
ground but when the first Test 
started only about 5,000 people 
were present in the stadium. 

One possible reason for this 
could have been the fact that the 
Test is being nationally televised 
for the entire duration of the 
match. The minimum ticket rate 
is Rs. 20 per day or Rs. 80 for a 
season ticket. 

Whereas most of tbe high priced 
tickets have been sold out in ad¬ 
vance, daily tickets are easily avail¬ 
able. 

The expected influx of fans from 


quaint town 

the neighbouring districts has not 
materialised. 

The few second class hotels have 
been completely booked-up by ^the 
Indian pressmen numbering nine, 
radio commentators and television 
crew. Both teams have been accom¬ 
modated in guest houses of private 
textile mills. 


Pak selectors 

HE Pakistan Test selection 
committee consists of Mian 
Mohammad Saeed (Chairman) 
former Test cricketers Hanif 
Mohammad (who is sports 
manager with Pakistan Inter¬ 
national Airlines in Karachi), 
Shakoor Ahmad, Wallis Mat¬ 
thias, who is employed with a 
bank in Karachi, and Moham¬ 
mad Farooq. 


Winning friends 

-f NDIAN team manager Fateh- 
^ sinhrao Gaekwad of Baroda has 
been winning friends and influen¬ 
cing people galore during this tour 
with nis charming diplomatic ways 
and subtle sense of humour. 

Releasing the Indians’ list of 12 
players to the press on the eve of 
the Faisalabad Test, he quipped 
after announcing Gaekwad’s name 
“I shall tell you tomorrow whether 
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it it Anshuman or Fatehsinh Gaek* 
wad.” 

* * * 

The manager’s comment on the 
gravei-like shining wicket on the 
eve of the Test was “If I had been 
shaving, I would have come here 
every morning and used it as a 
mirror." 


Baroda’s full beard appears to 
have inspired some of the Indian 
players to acquire a similar digni¬ 
fied, hirsute appearance. The latest 
recruits to the beard brigade are 
Gavaskar, Mohinder Amarnath, 
Viswanatn and Gaekwad apart from 
the off-on Chandra, 

* * * 

Manager Gaekwad has done' an 
excellent job of keeping, his boys 
In good humour. His handling of 
the team has been tactfuL friendly 
but firm. He admits to having a 
jolly good time in Pakistan and is 
absolutely overwhelmed with the 
transparent sincerity, genuine 
friendship and warmth of the hos¬ 
pitality wherever the team has 
played. 


Who's she 7 

A ccording to Khaiid Butt 
of the Pakistan Times, 
since the arrival here of Man¬ 
sur Ali Khan Pataudi, rumours 
are afloat that wife Sharmila 
Tagore has also arrived. Film 
fans have been making anxious 
inquiries about her ever since 
the Indian cricketers arrived in 
Karachi where they were given 
a rousing welcome. 

During the first one-day in¬ 
ternational at Quetta in Balu¬ 
chistan, a local Urdu daily 
went to the extent of reporting 
that the Begum Sahiba was 
witnessing the match from the 
VIP enclosure — clad in a 
burqaa. 


Omar's back 

C RICKF.T lovers in India who 
followed previous Test series 
between the two countries will be 
interested to note that Omar Ku- 
re.shi, veteran commentator who is 
now a senior executive with Pakis¬ 
tan International Airlines, is being 
recalled to the Test microphone 
after a considerable period in the 
wilderness. 

Sharing the mike with him is 
former Test cricketer Maqsood 
Ahmed (Maxie to his friends and 
fans) and Iftikhar Ahmad. 


India routed 


nAKISTAN scored a morale 
^ boosting eight-wicket win over 
India in the second one-day inter¬ 
national on the eve of the first 
Test. 

• The Pakistan pace anack proved 
effective for the first time when 
they completely bottled up the In¬ 
dian batting ability. 

Reading the wicket very well 
Pakistan’s captain Mushiaq Moham¬ 
mad packed four pacemen in the 
team. Sarfras Nawaz paved the way 



Mohisider . . . defiant 


for Pakistan’s victory as he bowled 
some hostile overs and softened 
t h e Indian batting while Saleem 
Allaf severely jolted the tourists 
by clean bowling Gavaskar. It was 
the first ball of Altai’s third over. 
Gavaskar tried to push him through 
the covers, missed the line of the 
ball and his off stump was up¬ 
rooted. 

This setback, in fact, demoralised 
the Indian batsmen, who could 
never recover from the shock and 
were all out for 79 runs, scored in 
130 minutes. 

The Pakistan medium-pacers’ 
complete domination can be ascer¬ 
tained from the fact that they 
shared eight wickets among them¬ 
selves wih the other two being run¬ 
out. Hasan Jamil bagged three wic¬ 
kets — of Yashpal, Kapil Dev and 
Kirmani for 18 runs — while 
Saleem Altai got the prize wickets 
of Gavaskar and Viswanath conced¬ 
ing two runs. Sikandar’s victims 
were Vengsarkar and Venkatra^a- 
van at the cost of 11 runs while 
Sarfraz Nawaz rounded off the In¬ 
dian inning by claiming the wic¬ 
ket of Bed! on the second ball of 
his second spell. 

Pakistan’s left arm medium- 
pacer Hassan Jamil won the 'Man 
of the Match’ award of Rs. 5,000 
for his three wickets. The Indians 
played such a subdued game that 
on^ Yashpal could hit a four off 
Wasim Hasan Raja. The whole of 
the Indian team was out in 34.2 
overs. 

After the dismissal of Gavaskar 


Indians panicked and Surinder 
who joined Vengsarkar was run 
out with the addition of just two 
runs. Vengsarkar played a delivery 
from Saleem Altaf in his third 
over and called for a run, then 
hesitated while Surinder went on 
and before he could reach home 
Sarfraz Nawaz knocked off the 
stumps from the gully with a 
strai^t hit 

Saleem Altaf, bowling accurately, 
got Viswanath to edge his fourth 
delivery in the safe hand.s of wic¬ 
ketkeeper Bari. India lost three 
wickets for 11 runs. Vengsarkar 
was never comfortable against ^r- 
fraz. Often, he would duck and 
avoid offering any stroking, but he 
was visibly relieved when Sikander 
Bakht was brought into the attack. 
Soon, however, Vengsarkar was 
out, caught by Raja at square-leg. 
llie Indian score then stood at 16 
for four. 

With the cream of the Indian bat¬ 
ting back in (he pavilion Hassan 
Jamil came on from the pavilion 
end, captured a wicket each in his 
fifth, sixth and seventh overs to 
emerge the highest wicket-taker. 
India lost the eighth wicket when 
Mohinder played a delivery from 
Sikander Bakht in his second spell 
and went for the run when the 
ball was already in the hands of 
Raja. They completed one run and 
Mohinder went for the second but 
Ghavri did not leave his end. 
Raja’s throw to Bari gave the wic¬ 
ketkeeper enough time to remove 
the bails before Mohinder could 
recover his ground. 

Sikander clean bowled new¬ 
comer Venkatraghavan with his se¬ 
cond delivery while Sarfraz round¬ 
ed off the Indian innings when he 
had B e d i caught at mid-on by 
Miandad. 

Pakistan needing 80 runs to win 
had little difficulty though they lost 
the wicket of opener Sadiq in the 
very first over of the match. Sa^q 
tried to pull Kapil Dev towards 
mid-wicket region, could not gel 
proper bold and was held by Yash- 
pal Singh. 

Then Zabeer Abbas, who joined 
Azmat Rana, went on to score and 
when the team’s total stood at 79, 
Zaheer, while attempting the win¬ 
ning run lobbed a catch to Kapil 
Dev off Gavaskar. Miandad came 
and immediately hit a four to re¬ 
gister a comfortable ei^t-wicket 
win to bring Pakistan level with 
India in the three match interna¬ 
tional scries. 

Zaheer’s 48 included four hits to 
the boundary and a six off Kapil 
Dev. Azmat Rana remained un¬ 
beaten with 22. 

— All Kabir. The Dnwn 
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Money makes the world go round 


HE Kerry Packer octopus, the 
scourge of the Conmonwealth’s 
cricket pools, is stretching its ten¬ 
tacles and Dying to suck some of 
India’s top-liners into the piratical 
fold of die WSC. The Australian 
'TV tycoon has (he financial muscle 
for diversification and he would 
now like to add an exotic oriental 
touch to his pirate series. 

Packer's contact man on the sub¬ 
continent is Asif Iqbal. He is weav¬ 
ing a web out of solid gold to en¬ 
snare at least half-a-dozen Indian 
players. The offers range from 
30,000 to 50,000 US dollars for two 
months work from February to 
March. An additional inducement 
is five-star hospitality for the 
wives and families of the players. 

Informed sources suggest that 
Gavaskar and wicketkeeper' Kir- 
mani, dropping catches everywhere 
on the curreni tour of Pakistan, 
are ready to jump to the bait. 
Speculation is rife as to whether 
Bedi, Prasanna, Chandrasekhar, 
Viswanath and the Amarnath bro¬ 
thers will also be hooked, A clear 
indication of their intentions may 
only be made public when Packer 
visits Lahore for the second Test. 


A LL the players are under con- 
^ tract to the Indian Board not 
to appear in any unauthorised 
match or series until next Septem¬ 
ber. The Players’ Assodation in¬ 
sisted, and Board officials reluc¬ 
tantly agreed, that the twelve-month 
ban should be imposed from the 
start of the Pakistani tour and not 
at the end of it. But will the loss 
of the money that has accrued in 
their Benevolent Fund act as a 
deterrent? 

The Indian Board was totally un¬ 
affected by the early Packer 
menace. And yet it was the most 
vocal in the orchestrated condem¬ 
nation of the pirate series vdiidi 
posed a threat, in the main, to the 
domestic situation in Australia. 
How trill it react to the latest 
development which is a frontal at¬ 
tack on its cherished preserves? 

I see no reason triiy I should de¬ 
viate from my tn-iginal stand on the 
issue that coexistence is possible 
between me establishml order and 
the commercial enterprise. Enter¬ 
tainment is fair game for airi im- 
pressario and professional cricket¬ 
ers, who are not without their 


magnetic appeal, are entertainers 
after all. Toe cam customer is the 
final arbiter of what is good for 
him. 


West Indies accepted this 
position before the blow up 
with Clive Lloyd. Pricistan did 
business with Packer to enable 
them to be at full strength for the 
revival of Test crkket with India. 
They did not lUce the way their 
rookies were lambasted in England 
during the summer. How will pub¬ 
lic opinion in Australia react if 
their watered-down resources are 
batttwed Iqr England later in the 
year? 

The answer to this question is 
around the corner. Meanwhile, the 
Indian Board can be forced into a 
delicate and embarrassing posi¬ 
tion. If it does not ostracise its 
Packerites, it will be accused of 
speaking with a fork in its tongue. 



Kerry Padter . . . web of 
•oUd gold 

But I think it should have the 
courage to face the reaUties of the 
situation and follow Pakistan’s 
independent line. 

The ICC is prepared to allow any 
countiw to field its Packer super- 
stars for next year's limited-overs 
World Cup. 

But the English Cricket Players 
Association is up in arms against 
this concession. It would like to 


brand the Packerites with the mark 
of the leper. Does its uneasiness 
spring from a latent inferiwity 
complex? Do the Packerites feel 
that they have attained a higher 
level of performance outside the 
real thing which they glorified by 
their courage and example for 
chicken-feed? 

There is more to it than money 
and the promise of early security. 
Packer now intends to enlarge his 
three-rinl|| circus to include a 
fourth team, a combined outfit 
from India and Pakistan. An Indo- 
Pakistani team was the dream of 
the late Tony D’Mello in the years 
immediately after partition and be¬ 
fore Pakistan eventually gained 
Test status and engaged India in 
their maiden series. 


nAKISTAN have agreed to allow 
WSC to play two matches in 
their country. They have also nego¬ 
tiated for Packer’s expert curator 
to utilise his know-how to prepare 
fast pitches for them. Packer would 
like to introduce his WSC to India. 
He is in touch with some commer¬ 
cial houses that have a sDong link 
with cricket. At least one of In¬ 
dia’s modern stadium-builders 
would be prepared to accommodate 
Packer ior a bonus of Rs. 3,000,000. 

Yes, sir, mon^ makes the world 
go round and Packer, who has a 
bucketful! of stars in orbit, has cer¬ 
tainly thrown the established ord«* 
into a flat spin. 

The last of the professionals on 
the domestic circuit in India was 
Vijay Manjrekar. ilia Board does 
not encourage the pro at home. But 
commercial houses and nationali¬ 
sed banks invariably give their 
players AWfML. fai;iluies to partici¬ 
pate as professionals in England 
either at the Lancashire League or 
County leveL Will they afford the 
same concession to their Packeri¬ 
tes? Whether they do or not, the 
Indian Packerites will be in search 
of income-tax consultants. 

And what of nur selectors if the 
prospective Packerites are out¬ 
lawed? Man, will they find them¬ 
selves in a pressure cooker. The 
In^n skipper for die forthcoming 
smes against our winter visitors 
from the West Indies is to be 
named within a monthi Imagine an 
Indian team without Gavaskar, 
Viswanath and the celebrated trio 
of apinnersl 
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Hobbs—the master 


E was called simply Hie Mas¬ 
ter. You could su^etch the Eng¬ 
lish language to describe John 
Berry Hobbs, but in the end you 
would come back to those two 
words. 

He played cricket for 30 years, 
and across that awesome ^lan he 
mastered generations of bowloa. 
He played against Fred Tate of 
Sussex before the First World War 
and his son Maurice after it. 

Some of the bowlers have re- 
treaied into the mists of the game, 
others — Hirst and Rhodes. Lar¬ 
wood, Gregory and McDonald — 
are legends still. 

It didn't matter what they bowled 
at the neat, quiet man in the choco¬ 
late cap of Surrey and the blue cap 
of England; or where. 


They were his prey at Sydney 
and Melbourne as weal as his b» 
loved Oval; up at Manchester, 
down at Taunton — wher& in 19^ 
he overtook W. G. Grace's rectwd 
number of centuries. 

The figures are staggering, and 
they do not diminish. He scored 61, 
237 runs and 197 hundreds, and he 
found three perfect opening part¬ 
ners: Tom Hazard, Andrew San- 
dham and Hmnert Sutcliffe. 

With Sutcliffe he didn't call 
short singles. Hie pair ran bet¬ 
ween the wickets by instinct, swift 
and sure; a Idnd of silent, enchant¬ 
ing dance. 

But runs — the short singles of 
the 61,237 mountain — are no mea¬ 
sure of Hobbs at all. AU avenues 
lead back to mastery. 

On bad wickets, even sticky ones. 


when the ball snarled and vx and 
shot, he made hundreds while 
others (Sutcliffe apart) floundered. 

^d the most famous of all was 
at The Oval in 1926, the (tedding 
Ten for The Ashes. England. 22 
bdiind on first innings, were U'ap- 
ped on a wet wicket. 

A picture of that day returns: 
The encircling leg trap, predators 
widi hands outstretchM: Arthur 
Richardson bowling his qptln for ten 
overs which yielded but one run; 
and Hobbs stul there; SutcliHe still 
therp. 

The scorecard proclaims the 
achievement; Hobbs 100, Sutcliffe 
161. The next best .... 27. 

He todc it all, as I have saiA 
with a quiet modesty which is 
dimensions away from sport today. 
The man who was born in humble 
circumstances in Cambridge in 
18(D! made 15 Test centuries, 12 
against Australia. He was knighted 
in 1953. 

The Master: Each — or any — of 
his strokes could have been used in 


Nice try 

HE criminal in the dock knew 
of the magistrate's love of cric¬ 
ket. He was asked his name. 

"Jack ’Obbs," he said. 

"Jack Hobbs?” said the surprised 
magistrate. ”Cfii, 1 see. Mice try 
Jacobs. Three months." 


coaching manuals. There was a per¬ 
fection about each movement and 
mechanism of the man which, in 
all conditions and against all¬ 
comers. made him the most com¬ 
plete batsman vdio ever lived. 

How many others, in golf or ten¬ 
nis or soccer or what you will, heve 
achieved that? 

Arthur Mailey, the Australian 
leg-break bowler who savoured his 
meetings with Hobbs as (almost) 
pure intellectual comlmt, actually 
managed to baffle him a time or 
two with the -googly. 

But Mailey understood the im¬ 
mense talent of Hobbs. As he said, 
by the end of that series: "My only 
chance of confusing him in the 
slightest was by fliimt variation.” 

Most had no chance at alL 

He died in 1963. leaving not an 
enemy in the world. It's a funny 
thing that those bowlers didn't re¬ 
sent the runs he harvested from 
them in such abundance. 

If you ask, they say, simply that 
it was an honour to bowl at The 
Master. 

— CHRISTOPHER HILTOM 
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lAAF accepts China 


C HINA cleared e major hurdle 
in its campaign for recognition 
in world sports circles when the 
International Amateur Athletics 
Federation approved its member¬ 
ship application, thus effectively 
expelling Taiwan. 

Delegates from 72 countries 
gathered in Puerto Rico for the 
congress of the lAAF, the ruling 
body of track and field sports in 
the world, voted 200-153 in a sec¬ 
ret ballot to accept the People's 
Republic as “the only representa¬ 
tive in the lAAF for China." 

Balloting was conducted on a 
weighted basis, with the most im¬ 
portant athletics powers such as 
the United States, the Soviet Union, 
Britain, Cuba and Australia casting 
more votes than countries with less 
developed track and field program¬ 
mes. The motion required a simple 
majority to pass. 

The lAAF executive council had 
backed the motion, saying it had a 
guarantee from Peking that athle¬ 
tes from Taiwan would be allowed 
to participate in athletics events 
under the auspices of the People’s 
Republic. 

The lAAF was responding to the 
official United Nations position that 
Peking is the valid government of 
China, and Taiwan is a Chinese 
province. Taiwan had been an 
lAAF member for 22 years. 

Neil Allen writes: The lAAF is 
the largest of all the governing 
bodies of sport, and the way they 
have effectively turned their backs 


on Taiwan’s status must have pro¬ 
ved satufying to China’s political 
leaders. 

Communist China withdrew from 
the Olynmic movement on Novem¬ 
ber 9, 1956, just before the Mel¬ 
bourne Games, s a y.i n g; “T h e 
Chinese people and the Chinese 
athletes cannot tolerate this scheme 
of artificially splitting China by 
recognishing Taiwan as the Repub¬ 
lic of China.’’ 

Now that Chinese athletes can 
compete anywhere, including the 
forthcoming world championships 
organised by the lAAF, there is a 
good chance they will be seen 
against Britain at Crystal Palace 
next summer. 

The lAAF has announced an in¬ 
crease in the period of suspension 
for the illegal use of drugs. Con¬ 
gress hoiisted the minimum ban 
from 12 to 18 months. The maxi¬ 
mum penalty remains a life sus¬ 
pension. 

Indonesia not 
in WBF 

'’INHERE is no truth in the report 
that Indonesia will take part in 
the World Badminton Federation 
Championships in Bangkok next 
month, said an official of Indone¬ 
sian Badminton Association in 
Jakarta. He explained that Indone¬ 
sia is a member of the older rival 
body, the International Badminton 
Federation, and hence cannot com¬ 
pete in WBF events. 

Unless, of course, the rival world 



The Ftrac Bbhna alUndio Croas Country Race *78 was 
held recently at Emafculaak Over 1,000 adilcSes took pail 
N. Saai of die Cochin Pact Tnm won die men^t event. Oilier 
whmers — Women:. OJ. S a ra i mn^ vefaran a P. Chandra- 
aekharan, Bepa: Baby Gearge, Giria: Beenn 



Gareth Edwards the farmer 
Welah acrumhalf, received a 
Gelden Beet jointly prea en t e d 
by Adidas and Rugjby World. 
Edwarda recently annoimced 
hia retkrement from die g—— 

lodies come to a settlement and 
merge as one controlling body. 
This is 'unlikely as Taiwan is a 
member of the IBP, and China, a 
member of the breakaway WBF 
composed mostly of Asian nations, 
will not consent to be on the same 
body as Taiwan. 

The IBF had expelled Taiwan as 
a first step inwards opening its 
doors for China’s entry, but Taiwan 
.appealed and a British court made* 
the IBF revoke its earlier decision 
and lake back Taiwan. 

However, the IBF at its London 
meeting will decide on ways and 
means to heal the split in the bad¬ 
minton world. It was suggested 
that the WBF be invited as an 
observer. 

The Badminton Association of 
Malayida, who will also not be 
taking part in the WBF tournament 
at Bangkok, is trying to persuade 
the IBF to permit members to take 
part in the WBF Championships. 
The chances of success are slim. 

— SW Corretspoodem 

Harsh ruling 

npHE Maharashtra State Baskei- 
^ ball Association’s susi>ension of 
Bombay South-East Dishrict for 
three years for Namada Neighbour- 
hood House fielding Mohammed 
Asghar in their team that won the 
State Junior Boys’ Championship 
earlier this year is rgiher harsh; 
it is tantamount to punishing the 
parent for the misdeeds of the 
child. 

For the draw for the tournament 
-ilearly shows NNH first and second 
strings as well as the Mustan 
YMCA first and second strings as 
individual entities and not as re- 
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presenting Bombay South-East Dis¬ 
trict. Teams from other districts are 
entered as representatives of dis¬ 
tricts, like Bombay North, etc. It 
follows that Bombay South-East is 
not responsible for any discrepan¬ 
cies in age certificates submitted 
by the clubs and hence should not 
have been penalised. 

Even more comic it would be if 
the MSBA allow Nagpada to play 
under a different name or the play- 
'ers to register with a new club and 
the club, as could be the case with 
Mustan YMCA, affiliated with an¬ 
other district, say Bombay North. 
For, in effect, this would mean the 
duos do not undergo the punish¬ 
ment impi»ed on them. It even 
smacks of the parent body striking 


with one hand and nursing with 
the other. 

The MSBA could have avoided 
what looks a quixotic kind of jus¬ 
tice if tiiey had limited their sanc¬ 
tions to the errant NNH and 
Asghar. That would not have for¬ 
ced innocents to survive by driv¬ 
ing their stakes in areas to which 
they do not belong. 

Further, the idea behind the 
MSBA’s decentralisation into dis¬ 
tricts was to promote the game and 
give an impetus to the growth of 
more clubs in each district. But now 
the three-year suspension means 
that one of the most, nay the most 
fertile area of the state’s basket¬ 
ball will not yield any clubs. 

— SW Correspondeitt 


More prize money for women 


HE Colgate Series for women 
will be expanding next year 
with the announcement by the Wo¬ 
men's International Professional 
Tennis Council of plans to revita¬ 
lize the women’s tournament cir¬ 
cuit in Europe next summer. 

Nearly $1,000,000 in prize money 
will be at stake in seven major 
European women’s tournaments in 
May and June at the start of next 
year’s Colgate Series. 

The new circuit will involve two 
changes in the traditional European 
tournament programme. After dis¬ 
cussions with Philippe Chatrier, the 


president of the ITF, the German 
and Italian Tennis Federations 
have agreed to separate the men’s 
and women's event at their interna¬ 
tional championships. 

Previously, at both Rome and 
Hamburg, women’s events have 
been played alongside the men’s 
championship tournaments. The 
Women’s Professional Council has 
now taken the view that separate 
events, played in different cities, 
would be more attractive to the 
public and to sponsors and would 
give more prominence and publi¬ 
city to women’s tennis. 


Scots banned for two years 


T he two Scots athletes who spent 
a night in the women’s quarters 
at the Edmonton Commonwealth 
Games have been banned for two 
years. 

But while Paul’ Forbes started 
his suspension last week, John 
Robson’s ban was suspended on 
condition of good behaviour. 

And this brought an angry reac¬ 
tion from the 21-year-oId Edin¬ 
burgh civil servant Forbes. Al¬ 
though his case will be reviewed 
after a jear, he stormed: 


“It’s obvious I am the fall guy. 
Robson has got off virtually scot 
free. It’s a real blow to my athle¬ 
tics career. I received a reprimand 
and was punished in Canada. 'Hiat 
1 thought was the end of the mat- 
ter. To drag it all up again now is 
pathetic. But I have no intention of 
giving up running — I’m no quit¬ 
ter. 

After the incident at Edmonton 
Robson went on to win a bronze 
medal in'the 1,500 metres but 
Forbes was unpiiwed in the 800 
metres. 


SPORTING SAM.by Reg Wootton 
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Big teen splash 


C HALKING up sterling perform¬ 
ances, India’s teen talent made 
a splash during the National 
Senior Aquatic Championships at 
Bhopal. 

Eightecn-year-old Anil Ganju 
from Rajasthan and Maharashtra’s 
thirteen-year-old Anita Sood were 
the toast of the multitude of Bho¬ 
pal hat had thronged daily to watch 
the five-day competition. 

Anil, who had made a humble 
beginning on the Indian Aquatic 
scene five years ago at Jaipur has 
lived up to the potential that he 
had displayed then. At the current 
championship he emerged as the 
outstanding freestyle swimmer of 
the country, with ample scope for 
improvement. He is at present 
India’s best international prospect. 

Anil bagged four gold medals 
with new national marks in three, 
and was rather unfortunate to miss 
the Indian record in another—the 
200 metres freestyle, by a mere 
0.3 sec. He improved upon the 
national marks in 400 metres free¬ 
style (4 mins. 39.0 secs.), l.SOO 
metres freestyle (18 mins. 43.4 
.secs.) and the 400 metres indivi¬ 
dual medley (5 mins. 26.7 secs.). 

Anil plans his races, and adheres 
to the plan. And there lies the 
secret to his success. He makes a 
spirited attempt in the initial stage 
of the race and does not taper off 
much as the race progresses. 

That he is a great fighter was 
abundantly evident during the 400 


metres individual medley race. He 
was six and four strokes behind 
seasoned Gaur Purkait and Yang 
Shin at the end of the butterfly 
stroke and back stroke. He reduced 
the margin ifi the breast stroke, a 
style alien to. him, and made a final 
burst in his pet crawl stroke to 
win by 5.S secs. He performed 
creditabljr in the 1(X) metres free¬ 
style sprint when he returned a 
fine timing of 59.4 secs, for the 
fourth place. 

For Anita it was a very ha^py 
debut in the senior championships. 
After her performances in the last 
junior Nationals in May at Madras 
and her performance in Bombay 
she was slated for the fine showing 
at Bhopal. Like Anil she also 
bagged four gold medals and 
anchored the Maharashtra freestyle 
quarter in a record-breaking win. 

She was rather unfortunate to be 
indisposed on the opening day with 
a bout of fever, or she would pro¬ 
bably have returned even better 
performances. The other teenagers 
that caught the eye were Tamil 
Nadu’s long distance swimmer T. G. 
Scndhil, and Maharashtra’s Persia 
Madan and Roxanne Setha, and 
Bengal's Keka Ghosh. 

Roxanne struck gold in the 100 
metres backstroke event, while the 
other three were placed with pleas¬ 
ing performances. 

In addition to Anil and Anita, 
two others Asis Das, of Railways, 
and Bengal's Ila Paul notched up 


Axis Das ... a double 
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Yang Chin SUa .... AghAing performance 


doubles in the backstroke and 
breaststroke respectively. Ila clock¬ 
ed 1 min. 30.9 secs, to improve 
upon her own year-old 100 metres 
breaststroke record. 

The other records were: 100 me¬ 
tres butterfly stroke: 1 min. 02J 
secs, by Delhi’s Asis Chakraborthy 
in the heats. 


4 X 100 metres medley relay 
(men): 4 mins. 31.2 secs, tv 
Delhi (P. V. PUlai, Bhudev Sharma. 
Asis Chakraborthy and K. Soma- 
sckharan). 

100 metres butterfly stroke 
(women): 1 min. 15.2 secs, by Ma¬ 
harashtra (Smita Desai, Persia 
Madan, Roxanne Sethna and Anita 
Sood). 



Smlla Desai . . . good going 


Another swimmer to chalk up a 
fighting performance was Railways 
Yang Clun Shin. After having been 
humbled in the 100 metres butter¬ 
fly stroke and 400 metres indivi¬ 
dual medley, it was third time luck 
for him in the 200 metres butter¬ 
fly stroke event. His teammate 
Neta! Purkait, the winner of the 
100 metres butterfly stroke, led the 
race for the first fifty metres. After 
the final turn, Yang Chin Shin 
started drawing up on Netal and 
forged ahead in the last 25 metres. 
While Yang Chin Shin was strok¬ 
ing powerfully with his hands, 
Netal was hardly able to get his 
hands out of the water. Yang Chin 
Shin’s dolphin kicking was also 
more rhythmical. 

The closest finish of the meet 
was witnessed in the 100 metres 
breaststroke for men in which 
Delhi’s Dalip Singh and N. S. Ayes 
P. Choudhary were clocked at, 1 
min. 16.9 secs, and the judges gave 
the verdict to the Delhi swimmer 
by the proverbial whirfcer. 

The men’s 100 metres freestyle 
sprint was historic for it was for 
the first time in the country that 
as many as six svrimmers —- G. S. 
Nair, K. Somasekharan/ C. P. Kun- 
M Anil Ganju, Mohinder Singh 
Rana and SuMil Kohli—^brrfce the 
one minute barrier in the country. 
In the past only the winner, or 
one more, was able to return a 
timing below one-minute. 

Combining better than their op¬ 
ponents. Railways won,the water 
polo title dethroning holders Ser¬ 
vices. Maharashtra finished third 
defeating Bengal In the hard lines 
encounter. 

—BOSEY MISTRY 


Blowup of Anita Sood 
on page 20 
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Ashe wins 
again 

A rthur ASHE continued his 
amszingly strong comeback 
year with a 6-2, 6-4 i^ory over 
Brian Gottbied in the final of the 
$200^000 Arco Tennis Open in 
UCLA’s Pauley Pavilion in Los 
Angeles. It was Ashe’s biggest tri¬ 
umph since be won the same Los 
Angeles title in 1975 on the heels 
of his Wimbledon victory. In win¬ 
ning his third 1978 Colgate Grand 
Prix title (San Jose and Columbus), 
Ashe collected $30,600 and 200 
Grand Prix points. 

Ashe, who attended UCLA and 
first won this crown in 1%3, was 
seeded seventh in the tournament 
and struggled until the semi-finals 
where he hit top form. He was 
pushed to three sets in both the 
second and third rounds first by 
Ove Bengtson and then by Terry 
Moor. He won big over tenth-sjceded 
Dick Stockton in the quarters, and 
after losing a first set tie-breaker 
in t h e semi-finals to sixth-seeded 
Harold Solomon, he started rolling 
and lost only seven games in com¬ 
ing back to beat Solomon and 
stopping Gottfried. 

Jose bags 
his third 

S PANIARD JOSE HIGUERAS 
continued to stride out from 
the shadow of Manuel Orantes by 
taking the revived British Hard 
Court Championship. 

The slim, 23-year-old from Barce¬ 
lona ctmtured his third tourna¬ 
ment of the summer following tri¬ 
umphs at Nice and Cairo and main¬ 
tained the targets he had set for 
himself as he rolled to a straight- 
set final victory over Paolo Berto¬ 
lucci. 

Higueras won 6-2, 6-1, 6-3 in 
one hour and 44 minutes of a base¬ 
line duel which captivated the 
knowledgeable in the crowd with¬ 
out ever pulling them to their feet 
with excitement. 

The reason may have been that 
these two old protavmists knew 
each other’s game so welL They 
have met half a dosen times in the 
last year or two, and Higueras 
merely confirmed that his progress 
has bMn more consistent as he 
maintained his clean slate against 
the less agile Italian. 

Higueras has moved from among 
the high 60’s to the top 20 on the 
ATP computer by steady rather 
than spectacular performances and 
now admits: T want f place in the 
top 10. 



. . . Vijw and Ashok Amritraj 
along with Chris Evert and Nastase 
won the World Team Tennis Cham- 
piondiips, for the city of Los An¬ 
geles. They defeated Boston by 
three matches to one. Vijay and 
Ashok were undefeated in the play¬ 
offs; each member of the team re¬ 
ceived $10,000 for their successful 
efforts. 

. . . . Sashi Menon won the 
finals of the first American Express 
Fall Circuit tournament at Tinton 
Fall^ New Jers^. He beat John 
SaiM of die US 3-6, 7-5, &3. Sadri 
is a young newcomer on the cir¬ 
cuit, this year he upset Barazutti 
in the second round at the US 
Open. Sashi picked up $4,000 for 
the victory. J. Royappa lost to Sadri 
in the third round 6-4, 6-1. 

. . Mike Cahill of the US de¬ 
feated Deon -Jorbert 3-6, 7-6. 6-3 
to win the American Express Chal¬ 
lenger’s Championship. He won 
$5,000 for the first prize. Six of 
the singles winners frqm this sum¬ 
mer’s nine tournaments, American 
Express Challenger’s Circuit tour 
began competing for the Cham¬ 
pion’s title a day before the US 
Open began. Perhaps the best in¬ 
centive for the' players on this 
year’s American Express tour are 
the increased ATP points that can 
be earned in each event. 

. . . France defeated Czechoslo¬ 
vakia 4-1 in the final of the Galea 
Cup at Vichy. France was repre¬ 
sented by Yannick Noah, Pascal 
Fortes and Giiles Moretton. The 
participating Czechoslovak players 
were Ivm Lendl, Dusan KidhaJ 
and Mimslaw Lacek. 

. . . Galea Cup is a major cham¬ 
pionship in Europe for boys of 2C 


McEnroe tops 

P LAYING with authority, Mc¬ 
Enroe (the tournament’s ntun- 
ber one seed) stopped Johan Kriek, 
7-S, 4-6, 6-4, in the final of the 
$75,000 United Technolo^es Classic 
in Hartford, Connecticut. The vic¬ 
tory was worth $12,750 to McEnroe, 
who made his day even more en¬ 
joyable vdien he teamed widi BUI 
Maze to win the doubles in a close 
three-setter over second-seeded 
Mark Edmondson and Van Winit- 
sky. 

Kriek, an unknown until he made 
the quarter-finals at Flushing Mea¬ 
dow, continued in top form as he 
reached <ihe final with wins over 
Terry Rocavert, Mark Edmondson, 
Antonio Munoz and a tough three- 
setter over Ancfrew Pattison. Kriek, 
the fourth seed, received the lar¬ 
gest check of his career, $6375. 

McEnroe was only pushed once 
in making the final and that was 
when Hank Pfister took him to 7-S 
in the final set in the semi-finals. 


and under, as well as for teams 
from all 6vcr the world who com¬ 
pete in it. In the women’s 20 and 
under championship, Annie Sois- 
bault Trophy was won by the U.SSR 
over Switzerland 3-0 at Le Touquet. 
Natasha Chmyreva, Elizabeth Elis- 
senko and Mina Bondarenko were 
the dominating Russian players. 

. . . Vijay, Anond and Ashok 
Amritraj and JasJii Singh will be 
playing in most of die tournaments 
on the European circuit. Sashi 
Menon is playing the Asian circuit. 
Bhanu Nunna and J. Royappa are 
playing the American Express cir¬ 
cuit in the United States. 

. . . The Association of Tennis 
Professionals (ATP) will act as a 
co-operating agen» with the Na¬ 
tional Junior Tennis League 
(NJTL) 10 further the develop¬ 
ment of junior tennis. Arthur Ashe 
and Charlie Pasarell, founders of 
the league will select players for 
scholarships and other awards. This 
league caters to average players, 
it is sponsored by Coca Cola; ex¬ 
tends over too cities and hundreds 
of thousands of kids. NJTL is a 
group of community programmes 
which are sponsored by local busi¬ 
nesses and organisations. USTA 
helps the organisation to provide 
all the necessary tennis equipment, 
Promammes of this kind will even¬ 
tually bear results by developing 
keen competition among thousands 
of youngsters, who will go on to 
become good players. Hie country 
would not be dependent on a hand¬ 
ful of players for Davis Cup and 
other competitions. The averau 
standard of the country would be 
raised by developing the sport in 
an organised manner. 
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WIN THREE 
SUPER PRIZES 

IN 

SPORTSWEEK-EAGLE 

Spot-t/ie-Ba/f 

Contest...! 



FIRST 

PRIZE 


SECOND 

PRIZE 


THIRD 

PRIZE 



COURTESY : 

EAfiLE FLASK PVT. LTD. 

Mark a cross (x) 
where you think 
the ball Is 


, --r ,W.f ” 


Eagle HOTLINi Eagle Eagle 

NO. 10 PAIRVAC ARISTOCRAT 

The ball is missing in the picture alongside. 

Just mark a cross (x) where you think the ball ix 
Fill in the coupon and mail your entry to: SPORTS- 
WEEK's Sppt tha-Ball Contest... 7, 6PORTSWEEK, 


:W.VUTTSrt:iTOcI 


There is no entry fee. You may send as many 
entries as you like, but eadi must be accompanied 
by a coupon. Only one Cross (x) should be marked 
on the picture. 

CLOfflNG DATE: 31st October. 1978. 

Results will be published in the issue of 
SPORT5WEEK dated 12th November, 1978. 

If more than one em'rect entry is received, 
the prize winners will be decided by lot among the 
winnerx Otherwise, the entries which are nearer 
the spot will get Uie second and third prizes. Ihe 
Editor’s decision in diis respect will be final and 
no correspondence wiU be entertained. 
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Prakash's evening 


HE 'Evening of Champions’ be* 
came an evening to remember 
and cherish fwr all badminton fans 
in India. National champion Pra- 
kash Padukone laid low the reign¬ 
ing world champion, Fleming 
Ddfs of Denmark, in two strait 
games, 15-8, 15-7 in the stellar 
event of the evening, serving no¬ 
tice that he will be one of the play¬ 
ers to watch in the world badmin¬ 
ton scene from now on. The Com¬ 
monwealth Games gold medal, 
which he won three months ago, 
seemed to have spurred him on as 
he gave Delfs no chance at all, 
after a slightly nervous start. 


Delfs, a tall powerfully-built 26 
years old bank clerk from Copen¬ 
hagen, had won the world’s two 



Flemhic DelCa ... a bad year 


top titles in 1977. First, he had de¬ 
molished the challenge of Indone¬ 
sian Liem Swie Kinji at the All- 
England championships, and then 
confirmed h i s position ^ as the 
world’s top player by taking the 
singles title at the inaugural world 
championships in Sweden, a couple 
of months later. Known to be a 
powerful hitter on both flanks, 
backhand as well as forehand. 
Ddfs has trained well for the 1977 
season, and did not succumb to his 
patem bugbear, stamina. 

This year, however, has not been 
such a good jrear for him. He was 
unceremoniously eliminated in the 
semi-finals of the All-England 
championships by the incompar¬ 
able Rudy Hartono, vdio was mak- 
ibg hU ninth bid for the singles 
mown. And now, a comprehensive 
defeat at the hands m Prakash 


must cmtainly have corroded his 
confid^e. 

But then, Prakash has been in 
superb form lately. His handling of 
Englishmen Ray Stevens and Derek 
Talbot at Edmonton recently (he 
gave English champ Stevens a love 
game in their opening Joust) was 
an indication that the lad is a 
world-beater on his day. His re¬ 
cord against Delfs until now was: 
two meetings, two losses, both in 
tough three-game encounters ear¬ 
lier this year. At the All-England 
in March. Prakash was leading 8-1 
in the decider and seemed to have 
the match in his pocket when a 
cruel attack of cramps made his 
movements painful, and gave Delfs 
the chance of scrambling past the 
Indian. A week later, in an inter¬ 
national tournament at Rotterdam, 
Prakash was damnably unlucky 
when the Dane, attempting a fast 
tap at the net, nit the net with his 
racket. He went back with the clear 
intention of receiving Prakash, who 
would have been serving match- 
point. The referee, however, did 
not notice the faul^ and awarded 
the service to Delfs, much to every¬ 
one’s amazement. Delfs once again 
seized the chance to pip Prakash 
at the tape. 

At the Empire Pool, Wembley. 
Prakash gave him no such oppor¬ 
tunity. He took a stranglehold on 
the match after losing the first 
three points; and was clearly far 


too full of strokes and speed for 
the Dane. The victory puts Pra- 
kasb at the absolute forefront of 
contenders for the next All-England 
singles crown, along with Indone¬ 
sians Liem Swie King, and Har¬ 
tono, if he decides to have one 
more crack at the crown. In bis. 
previous two attempts, Prakash has 
justified his seeding by reaching 
the quarter-finals, but was then 
been beaten—in 1977 after stretch¬ 
ing King over extra points, and in 
1978 after practically beating Ddfs. 
His March 1979 foray will be 
watched with much interest. 

Prakash’s sensational win put 
into insignificance the performance 
of reigning wmid women’s cham¬ 
pion Lene Koppen. The speedy 
Denmark player was too good for 
Malaysian Sylvia Ng, the Common¬ 
wealth champion; and won in two 
straight games. Sylvia, without ser¬ 
ious competition for the last two 
months, proved to be far too im 
accurate for Koppen, whose agility 
on court is her main plus point. In 
any case. Sylvia at her best also 
would haVe found Lene hard to 
handle. Probably, Gillian Giiks or 
Margaret Lockwood of England 
would have given Koppen a far 
better fight; but the English two¬ 
some were absent from the recent 
Edmonton Games, and so were noi 
considered for the 'Evening of 
Champions.* 


— SW Correapoadent 



Praknah Padukone dawned the world rhamp 
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The first signs of gum trouble 



»the invisible film of 
bacteria that forms 
around your teeth and 
gums all the time. 

If uegiected, plaque 
leads to tartar. 


Tartar 

collects at the base of 
your teeth, irritates your 

C ns and causes swelling. 

ter on, gums and bone 
may recede causing 
teeth to fidl out. 


Bleeding gums 
Weak and spongy gums 
may bleed during 
brushing. Although this 
may be painless, 
blcMing gums can lead 
to serious problems. 


Dentistssay 

Regular Brushing of Teeth and 
Massaging of Gums Check 
Gum Trouble and Tooth Decay. 

For piopo: dental care, brush your teeth correctly and massage 
your nuns—night and morning with Forhan’s. And insist 
on Fork's Doubie-Action Toothbrush, specially designed 
to massage gums while it cleans teett. 



“Care ef year gnam 
and teeth". A coloarfui, fatfonnative 
booklet on dental cue. Please write 
with 20 P. stamps for postage, to: 
Forboa*s DeMal Advis^ Bureau, 

Poet Bag No. 11463, Dept.P 147480, 
Bombay 400 020. 

Mention tbe langaage wanted. 



the toothpaste 
created by a dentist 


iseMMS 
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Maharashtra 

Phui SbarnuL Honorary Secre- 
tury of the Table Tennis Federa¬ 
tion of India, mites: 

I REFER to the article on page 
of SW, September 24. titled 
‘Training abroad — Big Deal” by 
Top-Spinner. I find that your cor- 
revondent has criticised the ac¬ 
tion of the Federation for taking 
up the specialised training pro¬ 
gramme for junior players under 
18 years, particularly in Japan and 
Korea. 

While every State Table Tennis 
Association has welcomed this 
training programme and unani¬ 
mously decided to undertake this 
project in a special general meet¬ 
ing, the Maharashtra State Table 
Tennis Association alone has since 
responded negatively which your 
correroondent seems to have sup¬ 
ported. 

Here are the facts of the present 
case: 

1) Several active Stale As socia - 
tions have been requesting the TTFI 
to arrange to send a batch of jun¬ 
ior boys and girls abroad from 
their units for intensive training 
for about two months and agreeing 
to pay their full travel costs. 

2) This Federation had earlier 
sent four similar batches to Tokyo, 
Negoya, Seoul and Pyongyang and 
with every visit, there was a natio¬ 
nal champion made. 

3} This lime, instead of spon¬ 
soring a batch from one or two 
particular Bssociatian(s), this Fede¬ 
ration, at a special general meet¬ 
ing, unanimously decided to send 
the top four junior boys and girls 
under 18 years to Tok^^o and Seoul 
for two months intensive training. 

4} The board and lodge expends 
of die players in Tokyo, the train¬ 
ing expenses and the expenses of 
the coach who will be assigned to 
train them, will have to be paid 
for by this Federation, which, at 
the present cost of living in 
Tokyo, will be considerable. 

5) This Federation, while under¬ 
taking to find the resources to meet 
die expenditure abroad, requested 
the State Associations concerned to 
meet the to and fro air travel 
costs. 

6) All the State Associations to 
whiw ^e selected players belong 
have agreed to this request except 
Maharashtra. And yet, the selected 
players in Maharashtra have agreed 
to pay their travel costs. 

It is argued in the article that 
instead of spending Rs. 1,25,000 


out pf tune 

on air travel costs for eiidit players 
and two coaches, the TTFI could 
bring a coach at half the cost to 
train several players in India. Dur¬ 
ing the 1973-74 season we import¬ 
ed two of the world’s ouUtandipg 
coaches from DPR-Korea, who have 
produced a world champion and a 
team which is ranked No. 3 in the 
world, without any financial travel 
costs to the state units and for a 
full year. 

Except one or two, no State unit 
could m^e good use of them and 
in fact, Midiarashtra. could not take 
them even for a month on the plea 
that they could not pay their hotel 
bills for board and lodge. 

The article mentions that this 
Federation “scuttled” the visit of 
Vyoma Shah to Tokyo some time 
back. This is incorrect. Vyoma 


Shah was going to Tokyo on a holi¬ 
day and wished to avail the oppmr- 
tunity for getting training and want¬ 
ed the Federation to make arrange¬ 
ments for training under Ogimora. 

It was off-season in Tokyo for 
tournaments and there was no 
coaching in progress. Neithw the 
Japanese Association n« Ogimiwa 
run coaching schools. Hils Fede¬ 
ration therefore, advised the plajw 
that she should postpone her visit 
to Tokyo and join the batch for 
juniors for whom special training 
was being arranged later in the 
year. 

She was, however, given a letter 
of recommendation by this Fede¬ 
ration to its counterpart in Japan 
asking them to give her all toss!-. 
ble assistance, if in case, the player 
still decided to go earlier. 

The player appreciated the situa¬ 
tion and decided to postpone her 
visit. 



Vyoma Shah ... a case in point 
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Secure prompt credit 
^ for your 

Income Tax payments 

Tlw incoma-tt« Officar bIvm you cradit for your tu paymarit on th« batw of tho counwr-foH of the chalan 
(acaivad fiam tha authorlaad bank wlMra you maka tha paymant. 

Suraly. you would Nko your tax paymontt to bo eraditad to your account in tha 
raeorda of tha I.T.O. promptly and fully. 


•CHOOSE THi APPROPRIATE 
CHALAN FORM 

Thara aia k. 4 >araia chalan forma for tha various typaa 
of incoma-Mx paymams. Thaaa aia: 

For paymant of Chalan Form 

Advance Tax 

By companiaa ITNS 36A 

By others ITNS 3B 


Sall-Assasamarn Tax 
By companiaa 
By others 

Tax Oaduciad at Souica 
From salatias 
From other paynianta 
-made to companiaa 
-mada to othars 


ITNS IBS 
ITNS 16BA 


ITNS 191 

ITNS 39A 
ITNS 39 


For paymant of las dua on lagular aasaaamant. the 
appropriate chalan will ba auppliad to you by tha 
income-tax Olficar 

Use of a wrrona ohahm may rosult in mlaeloaai* 
fieatlort and conaaquant difficulty in bIvIiib 
prompt credit for tha tax paymant. 


• FILL THE CHALAN FORM COMPLETELY 
AND CORRECTLY 
Make wre you wfito legibly— 

O Your name and sddiaaa 
D I.T.O’s Ward orCrrcIa whore you are aasaasad 
or asaaaaible 

□ The amount of Income-tax and aurcharge thereon 
separately. 

O Tour Permanent Account No. 
a Aasaaamant year 

A mistake or omission may reauti in undue delay in 
Bivinc credit to you for the tax paymant. 

CORBECT ENTRIES 
IN THE DEPARTMENT’S BOOKS 
ARE AS IMPORTANT AS 
PROMPT PAYMENT OF TAXES. 

TAKE DUE CARE TO ENSURE BOTH. 


issued by: 

DIRECTOR OF INSPECTION 
(Resaarch. Statiaiica B Fublicationt) 

INCOME TAX DEPARTMBVT 

New Dolhi-110001 


i «lavp 79/899 
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India's prospects bright 


I NDIA diould be able to do better 
in the forthcoming Bangkok 
Aaian Games voUeybaU tourirament 
than what they did in the 1974 
Teheran Asiad, according to Shyam 
Sunder Rao who played m Teheran 
and who now has turned a coach. 

Shyam, who chose not to stake 
his uaims for a place in the India 
team for the Bangkok Games as he 
thought that, at he was not fast 
and anle enough o play in an in¬ 
ternational tourney at a time when 
the modern game depended much 


The Sporting Ufa 

r 


If 



“ riuviKVY, w&m, I dohV care WICH . 

Foa BALL lew* WEAR?.-we lIGKreST PANTS/^ 


up the Chinese they were consumed 
by the Mongol balls of fire. 

Traumatic though the experience 
was, the Indians recovered to some 
extent and gave Japan, the 1972 
Munich Olympic champions, a good 
fight, snatching thirty points in 
three games. Then India were able 
to beat the Philippines who had 
taken China to four games. 

Shjram said if only India bad be¬ 
gun their campaign with a match 
against the Philippines things 
might have been somewhat dif¬ 
ferent. 

He said he would be happy if 
India figured in a group which had 
one of the top three teams—^Japan, 
South Korea and China — and 
Iran. Given such a draw, India 
could hope to defeat Iran and 
snatch a place fat the last four 
siage where, with fighting shows 
and some luck, they could bring 
off an odd upset. 

The former international said 
that, unlike on the last occasion, 
India now had some experience, of 
the Mongol’s style of play and 
their tactics. Now, to some extent, 
our players would know what to 
expect of the opposition, he said. 

Also, this time d>e team was be¬ 
ing prepared well. The condition¬ 
ing exercises and the coaching in 
modern techniques and tactics 


given over a fairly long pwriod 
should find our players in good 
shape. 

Besides, now our players were 
fairly conversant with the changes 
in modem voUeybalL For a long 
ume our umpires had been very 
strict in regard to first passes, in a 
rather old fashioned way. Now they 
were not so. And, hence, our plajr* 
ers could play without much inhu 
bition. They played short balls bet¬ 
ter now. Blocking also had impro¬ 
ved to some extent. 

Practising with the iniernatio* 
Daily used rubber balls and in in¬ 
door courts for long periods dnriiu 
the series of coaching camps thw 
diouid enable our players tO put up 
a better show, Shyam opined. 

Shyam fancied China to be a 
better side than they were in the 
T^eran Gunes where thiw finish¬ 
ed behind Japan and South Korea. 
He said China were making quick 
strides in the game. In die 1974 
World Championship in Mexico, be 
said, China defeateid South Korea 
in straight sets while finishing fifth 
— Japan took the ^ond place in 
this, odiind Poland and anead of 
Russia. 

An indication that China could 
outdo even Japan in the Bangkok 
Games was the, fact that in the last 
Junior World championship they 
finished second only to Russia, 
said Shyam. 

aSRAp Amalfi 

9VV vORvipiillllali 


on speed, said India could, if given 
a good draw, finish among the top 
four. 

India, who claimed the gold me¬ 
dal in the first Asian tourney in 
Tokyo, gained a bronze medal in 
the 1958 Asian Games in Tokyo 
and then a silver in the 1962 Dja¬ 
karta Asiad before slumping to the 
fourth place in the 1966 Bangkok 
Asian Games, he said. India could 
have raised their position In the 
1970 Asian Games in Bangkok as 
our players, including Balwant 
Singh Bhallu and himseS, were in 
top form for a couple of years 
since 1968, but unfortunately the 
Indian team was not allowed to go. 

So, when the Indian team went 
to the 1974 Tidieran Games, thejr 
sorely lacked international expen- 
ence. Their knowledge of tactics 
and styles of ploy of their oppo¬ 
nents was practically nil. And in 
die circumstances India were most 
unfortunate to rtu into ftwraidaUe 
China in the very first match. Be¬ 
fore the Indian players could site 
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Camera—an unmixed blessing? 



des ago; whkh only helps to em¬ 
phasise the then infant state of 
taking cricket pictures. 

The advent of the movie camera 
hrought about a transformation in 
the quality of action pictures. 
Along with that came refinements 
in stiD photography too. A camera¬ 
man with a keen eye, quick reflexes 
and a fair knowledge of the game 
can produce pictures that tell a 
story much more effectively than 
all Uie best words strung together. 

The benefits that accrued from 
this rise in quality were immense- 
Sequence pictures sensitively pro¬ 
duced came to be used in coaching 
and training programmes. Then- 
came television giving a new 
dimension to the art of photogra¬ 
phy, and bringing great moments 
of the game into homes. 

The new influences brought out 
many aspects of the game which 
were not evident to the naked eye. 
When international crkket was re¬ 
sumed after the second world war, 
the movie camera revealed that a 
fast bowler stole quite a few steps 
in the final delivery stride. 

Obviously unconscious of what 
he was doing Ray Lindwall, the 
Au^alian, was about four yards 
inside the bowling crease at the 
time of delivering the balil Prob¬ 
ably it was the result of the speed or 
momentum with which the bowler 
moved to the crease. Like Lindwall 
(here must have been quite a few 
before him guilty ot the breach. 

Anin, the camera exposed the 
bowlers who “chucked” the baU. 
Ian Meckiff being a case in point. 
Such exposures created a furore in 


The camera then . . . Raa^ anything but feline grace 


P hotography, as an art and 
science, has taken neat strides 
in the last 5D vears. The camera 
has become a highly sophisticated 
instrument. And, the men behind 
the lens have devdoped photogra¬ 
phy into a fine art.- 

As in other spheres—or perhaps 
more than in them — this advance¬ 
ment can be seen in the sports 
scene. Confining my discumon to 
the game of cricket, a present day 
enthusiast and aspirant will be 
really amused to see some of the 
old action pictures published in 
books in the early 20s or before 
that. 

I came across a picture of Ranji 
executing a square cut which sbo# 
ed the “wizard” in rather poor light. 


The present generation, normally 
scimtfcal of tiie reputation of the 
stalwarts of the distant past would 
perhaps ask; was this the batsman 
of "fdine grace” over whom the 
late Neville Cardus went into rap¬ 
tures? 

The fault was, however, with the 
camera and not with the player. 
Obviously, in those days, action pic¬ 
tures must have been taken with 
the players posing for them, the 
result being unnatural reproduc¬ 
tions; we do get such horrors even 
now. 

I have a boyhood impression of 
the photographer standing near 
the square-leg umpire to take ac¬ 
tion pictures of the batsman and 
the Mwler at Ch^auk some decs- - 



enktea aW>«!f"*pi 
end 


spoatawiBe,. ocieaM Zt, ifSi: - 


28 










internatiodd cricket and had the 
law-makers scratching their heads 
about how to put down the evil. 
It progressively led to vital chan¬ 
ges in the laws relating to declara¬ 
tion of a no-ball and a fair delivery. 

In cases like these the camera 
did a good turn for the game. But 
there was also the other, if one 
may call it so, the darker side of 
it. ^e decisions of umpires came 
under the roving eye and, when, as 
sometimes happened, they were 
proved wrong, a lot of embarrass¬ 
ment was caused. Why. it even 
made it difficult for the umpires 
to carry out thdr duties. 

Take the recent case of what has 
come to be called as the Greenidge 
Catch in the fourth Test match bet¬ 
ween India and the West Indies at 
aladras in January 1975. When the 
West Indian picked a fierce shot 
from Engineer low down at point, 
the umpire, after confabulation 
with his colleague, upheld the ap¬ 
peal for catch. One daily came out 
the next morning with photographs 
which cast doubts on the legiti¬ 
macy of the catch; it looked from 
the angle from which the camera 
had caught the incident, that the 
ball had established contact with 
the ground. 

This led to vociferous discussion 
over the coirectness of the um¬ 
pire’s decision and when the two 
white coated men walked out to re¬ 
sume play, they were subjected to 
boos and catcalls, which could 
have upset their composure. 

Again, photos depicting players, 
batsman or bowler, registering sur¬ 
prise or shock at a decision, bol¬ 
stered up with suitable captions, 
also helped to cast a shadow over 
the umpire’s verdict. 



The camera now . . . Viv Rkhards; ihafa feline grace for you 


The onset of TV further accen¬ 
tuated the problems of not only the 



redcricks' ■pectaculik' effoa fn 
inninfi 


umpire but everyone else, includ¬ 
ing the writer on the game. The re¬ 
play of an incident in slow motion 
though it helped the observer to 
understand it better, also exposed 
the foibles of batsman, bowler, um¬ 
pire and critic. 


One veteran cricketer, whom I 
met recently, did tell me that TV 
revealed the gap between what 
happened on the field and "what 
you writers wrote of it ” The em¬ 
barrassment of the writer, however, 
may not be so acute as that of the 
umpire. 

The Important point to note la 
that despite aU the advancement 
and changes, the umpire, even the 
most knowledgeable and alert of 
them, has to give vplit-second deci¬ 
sions widi his eye alone to aid him. 
It will be a truism to say that the 


human eye, however sharp and mo¬ 
bile, can never come anywhere 
near the efficiency of the camera. 

What is of further importance is 
that the umpire is subjected to out¬ 
side pressures (apart from his 
tmn personal weaknesses) which 
only grow in strength and volume 
with every paesing year. He is in 
as good or as bad a position as the 
player, who also has to depend on 
his naked eye and wits to cope 
with the pressure of modern cric¬ 
ket. 

The all-seing eye on the cricket 
ground has brout^t the game closer 
to the viewer far; it has cau^t 
for posterity the skills of the all- 
ttme greats. But is it an unmixed 
blessing? 
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Pillino g«ts 
top billing 


TpNGLAND'a Bombay-baied pro- 
^ fouiooal Pilling got the top 
billing in the Bangalore Gold 
Club's Professionals and Amateurs 
Open Championship. When be dis¬ 
played a cool and unflinching ap¬ 
proach to turn a five-stroke deficit 
of the first day to a truly remark¬ 
able three strokes triumph over 
South India Championship winner 
Inbaraj of Karnataka. 


That magnificent young folger 
Keith Fernandes gave Bangalore a 
big boost by lifting the ^mteurs* 
Trophy which saw the more experi¬ 
enced B. K. GaJaraJ finish runner- 
up nine strokes behind. 


Pilling’s name hardly came up on 
the opening day when Inbaraj 
came up.with a score of 74 which 
is three over par and PilUng was 
way behind on 79. The tide chan¬ 
ged the second day when after die 
morning session Pilling was just 
one stroke behind and struck it 
rich in the afternoon to forge 
ahead to what turned out to be a 
winning lead. The third and final 
day saw both foigers finish on 78. 
Nepal’s Rilthie Snapkotta finished 
third five strokes ndiind Inbaraj 
on 311. 


Keith Fernandes on the other 
hand was in the driver's seat on the 
opening day itself with a seven- 
stroke lead and ended a nine-stroke 
winner with 310 to Gajaraja 319. 
Chowriappa was third. 


Gujarat's sketchy 
preparation 

I^UJARAT, the Talim Shield 
champions, are makng sketchy 
preparations in their bid to retain 
the West Zone Ranji title. They 
are going to tackle the league 
phase of the tournament with just 
one inter-district match under their 
belt. 

The sports fields in Gujarat are 
humming with activity, but diere 
seems to be a strange lull on the 
cricket front. Only tomrnaments of. 
the school and collegiate variety 
are in progress and to make matters 
worse there are very few collegiaas 
in the Ranji side. 

The onljr preparations to date 
are the Raoji nets that commenced 
in September. The accent has been 
im batting bowling and fielding 
with physical fitness exercises very 
rarely on the schedule. 

U is quenr that the tournaments 
iiave not even been started. After 
-<11 that is the crucible in which a 
batsman h^s his edges and a 
fielder’s reflexes become automa¬ 


tic. And yet inspite of the backlog 
of Dilip Cup (Minor) and Gordhan- 
das Cup (Major) tournaments a 
start has not been made. It looks 
like the Ahmedabad Board of Con¬ 
trol for Cricket believes in staging 
last year’s tournaments a year hue 

The Ahmedabad Board elections 
are one of die excuses for the de¬ 
lay. But surely the new elected 
l^y would have had no objec¬ 
tion to the old schedule being 
finished. 


of 12.81 metres — 0.30 metre bet¬ 
ter than the previous best. 

Versatile Ramadevi claimed top 
spots in high Jump, shot put, jave¬ 
lin, and tow the second and third 
plues in discus and the 800 metres 
run. In the process, she improved 
upon her own Inter-Divisional re¬ 
cord of 21.35 metres in discus 
throw widi a hurl of 23.06 iqntres 
and set up new meet records in 
shot put and javelin throw. 


Now only three players are actu¬ 
ally battle ready — DniraJ Parsana, 
who was unfortunate not to make 
the trip to Pakistan and the Mehta 
Mothers, Niranjan and Atul. All 
three were concerned In the Eng¬ 
lish club league matches this sum¬ 
mer. 

The handicap does not end there. 
Gujarat will have the rare experi¬ 
ence of playing in unfamiliar sur¬ 
roundings on their home ground 
at Gandhinagar. The first time that 
the state ciq;iital will host a Ranji 
tie and apparently ferrying the 
players to Gandhinagar and back 
—' a few kilometres away from Ah¬ 
medabad — seems to be a big 
hurdle and as a result Gujarat has 
thrown away its advantage ai^nst 
Baroda in die opening round of 
their competition starting on Octo¬ 
ber 21. 


<<4PATRICK RUS^L 



Edwhs Meees 

Moses outstsnding 

piDWIN MOSES and Ramadevi 
^ emerged champions respective¬ 
ly in the men’s and women’s sec¬ 
tions in the 12th. Hubli Divisional 
Athletic meet earlier this month. 


& V. BA6AL 


UP Police 
invincible 


IJTTAR PRADESH Police and 
^ Allahabad became the men’s 
and women’s champions respective¬ 
ly at the UP State Basketball Meet 
held at Fertilizer Corporation of 
India court, Gorakhpur. 


While the police team did not 
exert themselves to prove their 
supremacy, Allahabad bad to face 
stiff resistance from last year’s 
winners, Lucknow, in the semi-final. 
Both the teams were tied 35-all at 
the end of the match, but Allahabad 
toppled the holders in the extra 
time winning 41-39. However, the 
final between Allahabad and Kan¬ 
pur proved to be a one-sided affair, 
the former winning 46-26. 

NER, Gorakhpur fell easy prey 
to UP Police in the men’s final. 
The policemen won by a wide mar¬ 
gin, 82-29. Earlier in the semi-finals 
the Police team had defeated Alia- 
habad and NER accounted for DLW 
Varanasi. 

More medals 
for Suresh 

I^ERALA State Electricity Board 
easily retained the overall 
championship in the Third All- 
India Inter-Electricity Board Athle¬ 
tic meet. The architect of KSEB’s 
victory was their Sports Officer and 
CommonweMth bronze medallist, 
Suresh Babu who won the indivi¬ 
dual championship with six first 
places and one third place. KSEB 
collected a total of 97 points fol¬ 
lowed by UP (50 points) and Pun¬ 
jab (49 points). 


Moses won the 100 and 200 met¬ 
res sprints, the triple and long 
Jumps to lift the men’s individual 
championship with an aggregate of 
20 points. He created a new meet 
record in triple jump with a leap 


From the very beginning of the 
meet the spotlight was on Suresh 
Babu. He didn't unduly exert him¬ 
self and though his pmiormances 
were far below his bMt in all the 
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Surah Baba oo <he 
Tidory ahud 

seven events, he won six gold me> 
dais, which included a record in 
the triple jump (15.20). 

The other record-bettering per¬ 
formances came from Punjab’s 
Ajmer Singh who hurled the ham¬ 
mer to a distance of 51.44 metres. 
Punjab’s Jagdev Singh established 
a new record in the 800 metres. 
Lukose Mathew of Kerala shatter¬ 
ed his own record in the 400 met¬ 
res hurdles. Kerala’s relay quartet 
ran the 4 x 400 metres in 3 min. 
25.3 seconds to bring in another 
new record, while Haryana’s Gur- 
bachan Sinf^ set a new mark in the 
5,000 metres run. 

— BINOO K. J(HIN 

Two dazzling 
performances 

'y ERO NUNES of El-fonte Sports 
™ Club, Goa, and Amir Djebelli 
Thanha, an Iranian student at Ban¬ 
galore bawd a double each in the 
Rotaract Club’s twin table tennis 
tournaments in the city recenly. 

Nunes, the pet of the home crowd, 
in a dassling display outstriped 
Akw Industries’ Venkatesh Ka- 
math 21-14, 21-13, 21-11 to win the 
Open Table Tennis Tournament. 
Earlier, Nunea and Christophor 
Menera took die doubles title bea¬ 
ting V. B. Hoamath end Koahinadi 
Kedari 21-19, 19-21. 23-21. 

In die Pint Invitation Table Ten¬ 
nis Tournament, the stockily built 


who studies at 
VvP College, Bangalore, evinced 
u impressive prowess keeping 
with hu ranking in Iran where he 
IS number three. Even with tricky 
unwavering concentra¬ 
tion. Djebelli was stretched to five 
Wmes before he eventually won 
the Men’s Singles Invitation dtle 
against A. C. Venkatnarayan. 


Before this victory, Thanha com¬ 
puted with bis singe’s rival, Ven- 
katnarayan, to triumph over T. C. 
Ananth and C. R. Satyanarayan, 
both of Bangalore, and take the 
doubles crown in the same tourna¬ 
ment. 


Upggt wins and 
new champions 

•^HE Kerala Sute Electricity 
^ Board, Trivandrum, won the 
A. V. George badtetball trophy 
with an upset win over holders 
Customs and Central Excise, Co¬ 
chin. In the women’s final St. 
Teresa’s College, Ernakulam, over¬ 
came a stifff challenge from tho 
University champhnis. Assumption. 
College to lift the Dr. Susan Philip 
memorial trophy. 


Rich* exciting football 


I T was after a long time that the 
final of the Patu Majumdar Me¬ 
morial Football Tournament provi¬ 
ded a rich and exciting fare. And 
the credit for this goes to the two 
debutants — Oil In& XI, Dullijan 
(Assam) and Patna Athletic Asso¬ 
ciation, Patna, who drew even 
after 140 minutes of fierce and 
thrilling soccer spread over 70 
minutes each day at the Madan 
Mohan Malviya Stadium before a 
record crowd on both the occa¬ 
sions. Both the encounters ended 
in 1-1 draw, hence the trophy was 
shared. Patna won the toss and 
earned the rif^t to keep the trophy 
first. 

The Oilmen looked favourites as 
thw had shown fine striking 
ability in earlier matches having 
rout^ Bharat Engineering 7-0 and 
another local team MES 2-0 on 
their way to the final. But Patna 
rose well to the occasion and fought 
on equal merits. Patna had demo¬ 
lished the challenge of two well- 


known teams, Uttar Pradesh PoUc* 
and HSL Mecon Sports Club, Ran¬ 
chi before making the final. 

In the replay, Patna scored first 
through left striker Nasiruddin, 
bu( Assam’s left flankman Reboti 
Phukan in the very next minute 
put the rivals again on level terms. 

On pievious two occasions also 
the trophy had been shared. Six¬ 
teen teams entered this year’s 
tournament but five of them cried 
off creating an embarrassing situa¬ 
tion for the organisers. Among the 
participants who failed to turn-up 
four were outstation team—Delhi 
Telecom Sports Club. Delhi; Indian 
^be Co., Jamdiedpur: CLW Sports 
Association, Cbittaranjan and Am- 
bala Heroes, Ambala and one local 
— Air Force, Manauri. However, 
the thrilling encounters in the final 
gave the spectators their money’s 
worth. 

— SANTOSU SINGH 
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I can't understand it 


D emoralised, frustrated and 

disheartened. That was Shyam 
Thapa, India’s ace striker, sitting 
quietly in bis hotel room on the 
rest day before the final of the San- 
tosh Trophy in Srinagar. No amount 
of persuasions from those present 
could make him change his deci* 
sion to retire from national and 


more players from Bengal are de¬ 
serving, why not include them? (H»- 
viously, the selection has been 
done keeping in view the interests 
of States. It operates on quota 
system, pulls and pressures from 
those who matter in- the All India 
Football Federation. 

, "And look at this. After my de¬ 


"My love for football will keep 
me going and 1 will continue to 
play for my club Midiun Bagan as 
long as my services are required.” 

Thus concluded our little chat 
with Thapa who locdted completely 
shaken and at times b«:ame so 
emotional that he fumbled with 
words. 



international football. Obviously, he 
was sore at his exclusion from the 
li.st of thirty probables selected for 
the Asian Games in Bangkok this 
December. 

"I am completely demoralised 
and disheartened and left with no 


cision to quit, approaches have 
been made to me, assuring me that 
the list of thirty probables may be 
increased to forty and that my 
name can be add^ to the list. It’s 
ridiculous. If I am good enough, I 
deserve a place in the first thirty. 


Looking back on some memor¬ 
able incidents of his career, Thapa 
recalled the first goal he scored for 
Mohun Bagan against the world- 
famous Cosmos Club in Calcutta 
last year. And then the equaliser 
he scored against Malaysia in thq. 
Merdeka Tournament at Kuda 
Lumpur in 1970. India went on to 
win 3-1. 

Thapa, the senior-most player at 
present among the Indian interna¬ 
tionals, represented the Services, 
Maharashtra and Bengal in the Na¬ 
tionals. tie donned Indian colours 
‘in the 1970 and 1974 Asian Games, 
the Merdeka Tournaments and on 
a goodwill tour of the USSR. 

Now with his retirement, soccer 
fans all over the country will not 
see this ebullient striker with a 
style of his own, his running 
across the field as if carrying 
some heavyweight on his shoulders 
and, above all, his scissor-voll^ 
efforts which has been a joy to his 
innumerable supporters. 

— SHARAD KOTNIS 


alternative except to quit. I have 
been Bengal’s and Mohun Bagan’s 
leading scorer for the last two. 
three seasons now. If I was a little 
off-form in the current Nationals 
and had to be pulled out of the 
team on a couple of occasions in 
the interest of the side, what's 
wrong with it? It happens to all the 
players some time or the other. 
Haven’t I scored a fantastic goal 
here too? 

"Moreover, in cases of some 
others, they have been included 
even thou^ they did not play in 
these Nationals. Their performan- 
.ces in other tournaments have been 
taken into consideration. Then why 
this injustice to me and my cap¬ 
tain Gautam Sarkar? Anyone can 
judge me from my record over the 
last three years. 



"1 can hardly understand the 
policy of the selectors. Df course, 
there was only one watching the 
tournament from start to finiui. If 


** One mimte it’s vertigo, the next it’s cnoss-winds- 
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D m hM the ball and 1 can read 
hie mted. I dodca between two 
defendera, prepared for what 1 
know will happen: he kicka the 
ball toward me aa if he had mea- 
aured the diatance with a tape mea- 
aure. Ae ball alidea past me aa 1 
expect and want, and without 
breaking atride I kick' it toward 
the goal on the dead run. lachine 
leapa for it but I know hia timing 
ia oil; he has not expected the 
speed of the move. Once again I 
have the scream of " 00 x 1 ( 1 !** in my 
throat — and once again the miser¬ 
able ball bits the crosspiece and 
bounds back to the field where 
lachine grabs it and hugs it thank¬ 
fully. 

I glare at the goal posts: 
“Cagao!** 

Trotting near me, Didi laughs. 
"Relax, &(in. It'll go in. Give it 
time.** 

My knee is beginning to throb 


Brazil 

from an injury that bad kept me 
from the mat two games and al¬ 
most from the World Cup games 
altogether, but I am in no mood 
to worry about a mere knee. Didi 
has the ball again. I get free to 
let him pass it to me. but a defen¬ 
der is coming over fast to cover 
me, and Didi, without breaking 
stride or even indkaiiiig his inten¬ 
tion Iqr moving his head or his 
body, passes the ball in a totally 
differem direction to Vava. Vava, 
charging in, has clearly expected 
the pass, but the Russians have not. 
Vava*s foot touches the ball lightly 
to bring it to the pnqter speed 
even as he is running, and then 
in the same motion, he kicks! 

Goooocoaaaaaaimill!!! Braxil!!!! 

We are all over Vava, scream¬ 
ing, thumping, Jumping in the air, 
waving our fists hysterically, 
lachine is stretched out on the 
ground, looking at us sadly, as if 


we were bad children who had 
somehow disappointed a permissive 
parent 

Hie game goes on. Now we feel 
mure secure; we feel, in fact, that 
the game trill be easy, and that 
was a mistake. As a result we do 
not score anin in that period. I 
am over-amnous. I want to wrap 
the otme up and go back to the 
hotel where 1 can hug the memory 
of it. as a child hugs a favourite 
toy. My dribbling is good: my eva¬ 
sions. my feints, mv tackles, bring 
shouts of approval from the crowd, 
now strongly behind us. But I lose 
two sure goals through not being 
relaxed enough at the moment ot 
kicking. The others on the Brasilian 
team are more relaxed but nothing 
any of us can do results in any 
more goals and we go back through 
the tunnel at half time with the 
score 1-0. 

The second half is much the 
same; the Xussiaxis attack :9Voo£!... 
fiercely but our defence is impreg¬ 
nable. Gilmar has not permitted a 
goal so far in the tournament, and 
even getting past Orlando or Nilton 
Santos or Belini or De Sbrdi is 
extremely difficult for the Big Red 
team, kt alone getting a shot at 
the net with Gilmar guarding it. 
But die Russian defence has also 
tightened and — it seems to me — 
lachine has grown bigger during 
half lime. There simply does not 
seem to be any room around him 
to get into the net. Time is run¬ 
ning out, and then I see Didi with 
the l»ll again, and from every¬ 
thing he is doing I know he is 
going to pass the ball to me. He 
kicks it with that indescribable 
accuracy of his, as if there were 
only the two of us on the field, 
and 1 stop it momentarily and then 
start to dribble it in ahnott the 
same motion toward the goal. De¬ 
fenders come in a rush; time is 
running out for them; as well, and 
they trail. But we have expected 
them to do Just this, of course, and 
they have overlooked Vava, who 
is totally prepared when, without 
any indication of purpose, I sud¬ 
denly pass the ball to him. It slows 
down as It nears him and Vava 
kicks it neatly without losing a 
step. The defence has attempted to 
change direction; lachine swings 
his large body toward the ball, but 
even his sise cannot compensate 
for the accuracy of Vava*s kkk. 

Gooooooaaaaaalllillllll Brasil!!!! 

lachine is sitting up, staring at 
us with that sad look on his face 
again. We run for Vava — he is 
crying with emotion. 

And the game ends; Brazil 2, 
Russia 0. 

That night, after we have cele¬ 
brated our victory wiih an incredi 
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This humble, modest genius 


H ow did ■ quiet, afay, aomedmea* 
iniroapectitre boy of fifteen, 
ed w tiy out with an excellent 
relatiTely amall club in Samoa 
in Brazil, within twenty montha 
become the idol of the international 
football world? 

Where did the diariama develop 
that has Iwought him the adulation 
he receives wherever he coos, as 
well as the admiration and respect 
oi every player he has either play* 
ed with or against in his career? 

How has he been able not only 
to maintain that popularity but to 
increase it in the twenty years 
since he first amazed the world 
with his exceptional skills? 

Possibily one cannot explain his 
unique genius at the game of foot* 
ball any more than one can explain 
die genius of Mozart in writing 
the music at the age he wrote it. 
iieuiua is Its own explanation. 

It has been suggested that there 
is a swrt of biiill'in computer in 
Pole's head that instantly corrects 


ble meal, and after we have relived 
the game over and over again, com- 

f tlimeming each other exaggerated- 
y (our coach, Vicente Feola, lets 
us do it to get it out of our sys¬ 
tems, but we all know that tomor¬ 
row he will clamp down relent- 
leaaly on such egotis i). I go to 
my room and slowly undress. 1 
climb into bed and lie back, re¬ 
playing the entire game, move by 
move, tackle by tackle, dribble by 
dribble, kick by kick. I realise 
that I was over-anxious. I twinge 
when 1 think of the lost opportu¬ 
nities for goals — but I also realise 
that I hadn’t played badly. After 
all, tbe World Cup isn’t exactly 
a mere club game against some 
team from Santo Andre or Mogi 
das Cruzes; the Russians aren’t 
exactly pushovers. And we did 
wini Maybe nobody knew who that 
skinny little black kid, Pele, was 
before today, but they do now. I 
have nothing to be ashamed of. I 
wonder what they are thinking this 
moment in Bauru, what my pa¬ 
rents are thinking, my brother and 


CenELE, My Life And the 
^ Beautiful Game” by Pele 
with Robert L. Pish is avail¬ 
able from IBH Mail Order 
Service, Mahaluxmi Chambers 
(Basement), 22, Bhulabhai 
Desai Road, Bombay-400 026. 
Price Rs. 21.75. Packing and 
forwarding free. Your 
cheque/draft/M.O. should be 
sent in the name of IBH 
MAIL ORDER SERVICE. 


Itself according to the constantly 
changing posUon of the ball on the 
field and the ever-different lora- 
tlon of the other players, bringing 
him to the right place at the right 
time to make the most effective 
play. 

If so, that would become .its own 
definition of genius. Still, there 
can be no doubt that if Pele has 
that sort of built-in computer, the 
computer has been programmed 
with years of hard practice, by 
much gruelling experience, and Iv 
a life to total dedication to the con¬ 
stant learning of his craft 

Almost every reporter who has 
interviewed Pme has come away to 
speak of the simplicity of the man. 
Humble, possibly; mMest, certain¬ 
ly — but simple no. No human be¬ 
ing is simple, least of aU Pele. Per¬ 
haps by lining of his life as he 
saw it himself, we can come to 
understand a bit more of the 
mystery of this extremely complex 

person. 

— R<»ERT L. FISH 


sister, my Uncle Jorge and Dona 
Ambrosina, my grandmother, my 
friends. I can picture the elation 
in the streets, and people all talk¬ 
ing about Pele, the little moleque 


who such a dimrt time ago was be¬ 
ing punished for kicking a foot¬ 
ball into the first street light on our 
street, breaking the bulb, and 
plunging the neighbourhood back 
into darkness. 

I bring my thoughts back to die 
game. 1 promise myself that if I 
am scheduled to play in the next 
match, I will bo calmer, more re¬ 
laxed — like Garrincha m Didi or 
Vava or Zagalo. I will be more pro¬ 
fessional, I promise. 

I still cannot sleep. My thoughts 
once more return to Bauru.and to 
all the incredible steps that 
brought me to this point where I 
am playing with the Brazilian Selec¬ 
tion in the World Cup matches in 
such a short space of time. It had 
to be God who did it — but why? 
Why had He chosen me? What 
could hare bee;< His motive? 

I knew it was futile to consider 
His motives. For whatever reason, 
though, it had to be a miracle ... 

Copyright: India Book House, 
Bonibay 

to be continued 
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Nicholas Pereira — steady, determined 


I N the early seventies the Calcutta 
giants. East Bengal and Mohun 
Bagan, and the All-India Football 
Federation could not hit it off tO' 
gether when it came to preparing 
a swong team for the Merdeka Fes¬ 
tival tournament. Thus, it was with 
much apprehension that the team 
for the 1972 Merdelui left, as the 
stars from Cakutta opted out of it. 

The team captained by Inder 
Singh had seven new caps, one of i 
whom was Nicholas Pereira. Ihe 
tall right back of Goa had impres¬ 
sed one and all in the previous 
year's National. He was noted down 
as a bright young prospect, but bis 
promotion to the national team was 
expedited by the absence of the 
Bengal players and of Sudhtr I^- 
makar in particular. 

Apparently his inexperience did 
not deter Nicholas from giving ouu 
standing displays as the team re¬ 
trieved much of the prestige lost 
in the 1971 Merdeka. On the team's 
return, the manager raved about 
India having found a right back 


Colour blour-up on facing page. 
Transparency: Nikhil 


who could rival the very skilful 
Karmakar, and the latter had been 
rated as the best defender in Asia 
by the then FIFA president, S i r 
Stanley Rous, at the 1970 Asian 
Games. 

Regardless of what the Indian 
manager said, Nicholas in 1973 was 
not on par with Karmakar. He had 
not the fluency in his play nor the 
highly developed sense of being in 
the right place at the right moment 
that set the much shorter, smaller- 
made international from Bengal 
apart from his contemporaries. Nei¬ 
ther was- Nicholas as sure and con¬ 
fident in his use of the bail, espe¬ 
cially in playing out of defence 
with a bout of passes with a col¬ 
league and after overlapping in 
finding a forward poised to strike. 

However, Nicholas has demon- 
'strated his capacity to learn and 
Improve since. His positioning is 
better, his confidence greater and 
his contribution towards transform¬ 
ing the concept of deep defence in 
Goa football has been considerable, 
ihiere is evidence in the play of Goa 
teams of this dM*<le toat a more 
methodical approach has come 
about because the defenders make 
determined efforts to play more 
constructively. Gone are the days 
of persistent hef.y clearances. 

Wtbin a year of his internatio¬ 
nal debut, however, Nicholas 
Pereira very nearly was deprived 
of his place in the India team. His 


club, Sesa Goa, made it clear that 
he would have to bear all the ex¬ 
penses for the camps at Patiala and 
Bangalore to pick the team for the 
1974 Merdeka and Asian Games. As 
word got round that he would be 
leaving Sesa to further his ambi¬ 
tions, leading clubs of Goa vied 
with one another for his services. 
Eventually it was 1) e m p o who 
secured inem, and Nkholas has fit¬ 
ted into the first and to date only 
Goa team to win the Rovers Cup. 


He felt at home in a team that 
lays great stress on skill, and 
under coach Rathnam's guidance 
has emerged as one of the first 
choices for Goa and India teams, 
be it as stopper, where he plays 
more now, or as ri(d>t back. His 
steadiness in the air and on die 
ground has inspired his colleagues 
to play with greater assurance, a 
trait mat is the hallmark of a fine 
player. 

— SW CemsvoodeM 


The sporting Goans 


HE National Football Champion¬ 
ship ended on a friendly note 
and there was no trace of bitterness 
when the Goa and Bengal players 
exchanged their jersies after the 
finaL It is a tribute to the Goans' 
spirit of sportsmanship and decent 
behaviour that they chose to con¬ 
done referee Frederick D’Souza’s 
harsh and wrong decision of dis¬ 
allowing Francis D'Souza’s goal for 
offside during the first half. They 
hugged and embraced their rivals 
as if nothing had happened. A 
magnificent gesture indeed. 

However, one was left wondering 
what would have occurred had Ben¬ 
gal been the sufferers at the hands 
of the referee. It is not difficult 
to haxard a guess. Presumably, 
there would have been a fusiladc 
of peevish protests. In both the 
legs of the semi-finals against 
Maharashtra, Beni^l acted in a 
manner hardly befitting their status 
as champion.s. In the first leg, 
which they lost, Prasun Bannerjee 
and Mihir Bose walked o f.f the 
field after the final whistle arguing 
with the referee K. N. Mour. They 
questfoned his decision to overrule 
what they thought was a legitimate 
penalty when Sbyam Thapa fell on 
being tackled by the rival defend¬ 
ers near the top of the box. 

The worst, however, was yet to 
come. In the second leg, Bengal 
players went berserk when re¬ 
feree G. Natarajan showed the 
much-dreaded red card to defender 
Dilip Palit. They ‘gheraoed’ the re¬ 
feree and all but heckled him. 
Then followed a fight between the 
rival players and with the crowd 
also joining it developed into an 
unprecedented arson at the sta¬ 
dium. ' 

Bernard Pereira of Maharashtra 
and Bhaskar Ganguly, the Bengal 
goalkeeper had some arguments 
while they were still on the field 
after the final whistle. Soon they 
started exchant^ng blows. Their 
teammates also jumped in the fray, 
while Bengal supporters began to 


jump the barricade, and run onto’ 
the field. A few advertisement ban¬ 
ners were set on fire and a vain 
bid made to burn the score-board. 

The Polke successfully separated 
the fighting players and then 
chased away me spectators. Twenty 
minutes had elapsed before nor- 
malcy returned. 

A keen spectator, perhaps right¬ 
ly, said that a team of the status 
of Bengsl should set an example 
for others not only in the art and 
pace of the game but also in their 
behaviour and elique'te on the 
field. 


Benevolent fund 

T AMMU and Kashmir is perhaps 
the only State in the country 
which has a full-fledged associa¬ 
tion of football players. They say 
that there was such an association 
in Calcutta way back in the for!le.s. 

The Jammu and Kashmir Foot¬ 
ball Players Association was set up 
on April 29 this year and its fir.si- 
ever elections were held on July 9. 
Farooq Ahmed, is the preside o! of 
the association which has 5fi0 inetn 
hers at present. The decision 'u 
torm such a body was taken in 
view of the mowing incidence of 
injuries to players and the tniset- 
able conditions of their families 
after their death. 

The association recently organi¬ 
sed two exhibition matches and 
raised Rs. 11,000 for it-t benevolent 
fund. A match was also played in 
aid of the family of Maqbool, a 
veteran player of the J A K Police 
who died in Ladakh. The match 
yielded Rs. 7.000. 

The association stepped in to 
man the pies at the National 
Championship when two of its 
members were .beaten up by gate¬ 
keepers. It also takes up the cases 
of unemployed footballers with the 
government agencies. 

— SHARAD KOTNIS 
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The fare—mediocre 


T he yardstick to judge the atea> 
dard of sports in a country is 
the performances in the national 
championship. Bearing this in 
mind, it is difficult to imnt a rosy 
picture of football in India. The 
overall fare served bordered on 
mediocrity. Only a couple of mat¬ 
ches reaued to expected heists 
and distinguished the champion¬ 
ship from the club competititm. 

Some established stars and the 
famed forwards were a disappoint¬ 
ment Surajit Sengupta, Alt bar, 
Sbyam Thapa and Bidesh Bose 
spudded the ranks of the reigning 


in 1947, 1948, 19S0 and 19S1. The 
championship was not held in 1949 
because of the conditions following 
.the partition. To the holders goes 
the credit of being the only side 
to have achieved this distinction. 
Eighteen cup victories and nine 
limes runners-up in Uiiny-five out¬ 
ings is e splendid record by any 
reckoning. 

There were several ups and 
downs experienced by ffie cham¬ 
pions. They started rather over¬ 
confidently and could score only 
twice against Delhi. Nagaland and 
Tamil Nadu were overpowered in 



Hw rusmerMip Gee ... in die flnel after fourteen years 


the seme veia A little Improve¬ 
ment was visible in the quarter¬ 
final laegue. The first check to 
their run of victories was provided 
by Goa who suged a fine rally late 
in the nme to equalise with Ben¬ 
gal. In fact, such was the pressure 
exerted in the closing minutes that 
they seemed to be on the threah- 
hold of. victory. Goa failed but the 
task was accompilahed by Mahara¬ 
shtra and Benra were beaten for 
the first time in three years. The 
tables however were turned in the 
second leg semi-final but not be¬ 
fore the match had gone to extra 
period. The dramatic equaliser by 
Bernard Pereira, scored in the last 
minute gave Maharashtra a new 
lease of life but it proved short¬ 
lived as Bengal clinched the issue 
through Akbar’s goal in the second 
half of extra time. 

That was the only goal scored by 
Akbar whose shooting was full of 
faults. The top scorer of the Cal¬ 
cutta League fared no better in the 
final and blotted his book by frit¬ 
tering away simple chances. If a 
choice is to be made between Akbar 
and Inder Sinidt end Francis 
D’Souia on the other side the for¬ 
mer shall have to be relegated. 
Francis served Goa well and he 
showed more enterprise and better 
opportunism. Inder Sin^ also gave 
evidence of his superior abiutiea 
and skill although he figured in 
just two matches. At least one 
selector spoke volumes of bis skHi 
and competency. 

Shyam Thapa, Bidesh Bose and 
Sengupta were the other Bengal 
forwards fielded in initial stages. 


champions but none emerged with 
an unblemished record. The story 
of the leading goaUcMpers and the 
experienced defenders was no dif¬ 
ferent For a side to bid shortly 
for the Asian title the prospects 
appear to be far from bright. 

The championship assumed add¬ 
ed importance owing to the fact 
that the selection of the players 
was to be made on the basis of the 

K rformances at Srinagar. But pro- 
bly other considerationa also 
played their part which led to omis¬ 
sions and fnclusiont of some of 
the piayera. Throu^ mutual con¬ 
sent it was agreed that those deser¬ 
ving players who could not com¬ 
pete In the championship should 
DO given an opportunity to stake 
their claim for national colours 
and accordingly the list of the pro¬ 
bables'contained such players. 

Nine players from Bengal (ca- 
titred in the liat. But surprisingly 
among the left outs was Gautam 
Sarkar. who led the champions 
tf. ihoir fourth successive victory 
Ttte four in a rew feat was a rope- 
ti'jnn of Itengai's own achievements 
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tlM next match. Thi* left the ana* 
ii»ins iuue in the chuier an open 
affair. Punjab and ^e Swnrlcea had 
equal number of points and the 

8 oal difference was to have settled 
he issue. Ihe Services were re¬ 
quired to score seven goals to 
qualify and diey achieved the Hu> 
get by trouncing Pondicherry by a 
dosen goals. 


Punjab, however, had the conso¬ 
lation of remaining undefeated. 
Two other teqms — Rajasthan and 
Andhra Pradesh — who enjoy a 
fair amount of reputation in Incnan 
soccer, also were eliminated at 
the cluster stage. Rajasthan fielded 
a new set of plsyer^ discartUng 
Chain <Sin|h, Megh Singh, Detn 
Singh and other stalwarts. Only 
Megan Singh from die old clan 
was there but it was expectbig too 
much of the former India capt^ 
to steer bis side through. The 
talent was not in a position to dfs- 
turb or defy Goa. Had Macan 
Singh been in better company, no 
cotud have at least kept his chances 
alive of finding a berth among the 
probables. 


But when they failed to click, 
Manas Bhattacharjee and Mihir 
Bose were pressed into service end 
thev did add sharpness to the at¬ 
tack. Manas Bhattacharjee’s lone 
goal helped Bengal retain the 
coveted trophy. 

Gautam Sarkar and Prasun Ba- 
nerjee made a formidable combina¬ 
tion as linkmen and the Bengal 
captain did not give any signs of 
any lack of form. He continued to 
be a powerful link in the team. 
However stopper Subrata Bhatta¬ 
charjee causM some concern. Al¬ 
though he is the best stopper in the 
country bis tackling and intercep¬ 
tions have lost something of his 
former self. Thmre were occasions 
when he was found wanting. 

Goa turned out to be the second 
best side in Srinagar. But they 
earned- the dminctlon of qualify¬ 
ing for the final for the first time 
in fourteen years. They had reach¬ 
ed upto the semi-final stage on 
three previous occasions but on 
each occasion diey were beaten by 
Bengal. In 1971, 1972 and 1974 
their, efforts were frustrated. How¬ 
ever. in Srinagar Goa faced Kar¬ 
nataka in the semi-finals and ended 
with a 6-1 triumph in the double 
leg sami-flnals . 

But behind it was a sad stiwy. 
Goa netted in the first half well 
before the champions had struck, 
but it was disallowed by the referee 
at the instance of a linesman. 
There was hardfy ai» ctoubt about 
the genuineness of the goal which 
Francis D’Sousa netted after snatdi* 
lag the ball -from the Bengal de¬ 
fenders inside' the area. The Goa 
players’ protests yieldad no results. 
It could nave boM a different tale 
had the goal been allowed. One 


can also imagine the wild reaction 
had Bengal been faced with a 
similar situation. Goa were not 
able to wipe off the lead Bengal 
took fourteen minutes after the 
break. 

Goa were adversely affected on 
another score, for goMkeeper Brah- 
manand was taken ill on the 
eve of the final and was honital- 
ised. In previous matches Brsinma- 
nand had given a good account of 
himself and was even picked up 
among the 30 probables for the 
Bangkok Asian Games. 

The biggest upset in the initial 
rounds was the elimination of Pun- 

C b who were runners-up in the 
St championship at Calcutta. 
Punjab began their campaign with 
a M victory over Pondicherry, the 
match highlighting Inder Singh’s 
four goals including a hat-trick. But 
Punjab drew with the Services in 


Andhra Pradesh were pitted in 
h strong group cam|»dsing among 
Others Punjab and the Services. 
However, the uncertainties of 
sports were in evidence when An¬ 
dhra lost to Pondicherry, a team 
in the competition for barely four 
years; Try as diey did to rehabili- 
taie their reputation. Andhra failed - 
to match Punjab and the Services. 

The Railways too suffered loss 
of form. Coached by Balaram, a 
former national player, the Rail¬ 
ways led 241 against Bihar when the 
latter declined to continue on the 
pretext of bad light. The match was 
played in a drissle. The tourna¬ 
ment committee decided to award 
the match to die Railways. Two 
former stars, Thangaraj and C. 
Prasad, accompanied the Bihar 


team as coach and manager reqiec- 
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livelv. Sikkim wu the odicr team 
in tliia cluster end their maiden 
entry was not a disappointiiient 
The Railways, scmi-finaluts a year 
afo, were unable to secure a piHnt 
in me quartm-'final league. 

Another all-India team to bow 
out in the quarter-final league were 
the Senrices who were afifiicted Iv 
injuries. The team gave off thett 
b(Mt against Punjab forcing die 
runnmrs-up to a division of points 
which proved to be the turning 
point in deciding the fate of this 
strongest cluster. Ou the left flank 
C. B. Thapa stood out, provided 
punch to we atUMck and credited 
himself with s hat-trick besides 
scoring in other matches. He, how¬ 
ever, was a notable omission from 
the probables list. 

The advantages of improper 
balancing of the dusters went to 
hosts Jammu and Kashmir and Kar¬ 
nataka. While the hosts had Hima- 
dtal and Madhya Pradesh in their 
group, Karnataka opposed compara¬ 
tively weaker teams like Gtyarai 
and Tripura. The progress of the 
hosts ended at the quarter-final 
stage which diey made for the first 
time in sixteen years of participa¬ 
tion. But in the selection of the 
team the local association left a lot 
of bitterness behind. 

Despite certain handicaps, the 
Delhi players did well on the field. 
They lost to Bengal by two goals, 
got the better of Na^and and 
played a drawn g'lme with Tamil 
Nadu. Bengal, of course, were the 
best in their cluster and later went 
on to maintain their hold over the 
Santosh Trophy which had its origin 
in East Bengu, now Bangladew. 

The eastern region comiwising 
Assam, Nagaland and Manipur 
have of late showed signs of im¬ 


provement and serving better fare. had some splendid saves to his 

Assam were eliminated 1^ Kerala credit but on a coufde at occasions 

and one of their players Ganesh he erred. There was one error 

Rai earned the distinction of a of judgment on hiii part vdikh 

place among the probables. Naga- forced his team to trail in the 

land were in a strong group and match agkUist Bengal. Bernard 

failed to make their rawk. This Pereira was the most experienced 

team was trained by Chandhan player in the Maharashtra side and 

Singh, a former India star who was on two occasions bis goals prov^ 

a member of die victorious Asian extremely benefidal. Camello 

Games team of 1951 in New Delhi. D’Silva excelled during die quar- 

Manipur’s challenge was snuffed ter-final league stages but did not 

out by seasoned Maharashtra but have a bright patch against die 

a few of their players like Lalin- holdors. Ganesh Rao and Thomas 

gen had promise and potential. Fernandes played well aB dirough. 

Maharashtra showed their capa- Mahmas^a, however, were ad- 

bilities of rising to great hei|$ts wsely effect^ ^ injuries to B^ 

as weU as faUTng to mediocrity. Ifi^twn and ^asannan in f.he 

This was proved when they stages of the championship, 

humbled die defending champions Of the 90 goals scored in die 
in the first leg semi-final, the match cluster mattes K. P. Bahchand- 

being played at a fast pace and ran (Kerala), Rajshekar (Karne- 

providing keen and thrilling stuff. taka), Inder Singh (Punjab), Hec- 

The deficit of a goal was neutral- tor (Services), and Jarua^Kenia- 

ised and then the winner snatched taka) recorded hat-tricks. Iiie Ug 

with Bengal desperately striving to gest margin of victory was effected 

save their face. As against this by die Sowices against PeiHii- 

Maharashtra were clearly off Colour cherry, there being a dozen i^als. 

in their tie with Jammu and Kash- In all, 137 goals were scored in 

mir and in fact squandered several t h e Srinagar national champion- 

chances. Goalkeeper Bhaskar Maity ship. 



Goo draw flriN Mood hi (he sead-final through a goal from Amonto (above). Benol’s 
Chumey Oiafterjee inadvertendy nets agasnsi his own team in ibe Bcngal-MdianAhn 

match (bMow) 
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A national disgrace 


H ow many hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of Londoners, and urban 
commuters who will be watching 
the goggle-box version of sport 
this we»-end, will be going in for 
any hearty exercise? 

According to the British Sports 
Council die total will, be around 
only 14 per cent of the total popu¬ 
lation of more than 57 million. 

Which according to me, is a na- , 
tional disgrace, even if you are a 
captain of industry, or a chief clerk 
who simply wants to get the best 
out of the chaps on the payroIL 
Let alone being a social idealist 
who wants to improve the general 
quality of life for our citizens. 

The Sports Council has launched 
a new chapter in its "Sport for 
All” campaign, backed by a wei^ty 
and well tested piece of medical 
evidence that exercise does make 
you healthier. 

You might think, if you read 
this page that such a statement 
almost goes without saying. 

But that forthright reaction ig¬ 
nores the difference, the almost 
political holding-back of some men 
of medicine. 

After all, only recently, an un- 
named spokesperson of the Bri¬ 
tish Medical Association was asked 
for a comment in a million-plus 
daily circulation newspapm*, on the 
benefits of jogging. 

The tepid, hyper-cautious answer 
was: "Providing participants check 
with their doctor first, there is no 
reason why they shouldn’t take up 
this activity gradually. It may pos¬ 
sibly be beneficial.” 

Many doctirs seem so worried 
about the chance that direct action 
towards reasonable health, rather 
than just helping the sick as they 
do, might possibly be harmful, that 
they feel more comfortable about 
dishing out aspirin and calcium to 
the victims of our rat-race society. 

I was sounding off, at the Sports 
Council, about this medical dissen¬ 
sion when Professor Peter Fentem, 
who* has just produced a near de¬ 
finitive report, together with Dr. 
Joan Bassey, on the beneficial rela¬ 
tionship between exercise and 
health, admitted: *T know what you 
mean.^ Fentem, whose report “The 
Case for Exercise” can be obtained 
free from the Sports Council, had 
just been ouietly challenged by a 
medical colleague who wanted to 
know whet the professor's qualifi¬ 
cations were. The gamesmanship 
of journalism even politics is below 
0 level compared wiffi that in 
career medicine. 

1 am, of course, delighted to 
bear that Fcntem's report, the total 


cost of which came close to £100,000 
is to be widely circulated amongst 
GPs as well as regional sports 
councils. 

But I am disturbed, not angered, 
that only this month will the Na¬ 
tional SMrts Centre at Crystal Pa¬ 
lace finally launch a jogging course 
after two previous false starts— 
in one of which I myself was brief¬ 
ly involved as an honorary guide. 

London has seven million inhabi¬ 
tants of all ages, most of them 
basically unfit. And yet very little 
is being done to focus public atten¬ 
tion on where they can find advice 
and companionwip in trying to 
help their bodies. 

All you have to do, said Sports 
CouncU vice-chairman John Disl^, 
if you want to go in for exercise 
is to open your front door. 

That comment, with respect to 
an old friend, is nonsense unless 
like Disley, who are an ex-inter- 
nationai sportsman who regards 
exercise as natural an indulgence 
as a cup of tea. 

Jogging needs guidance, with a 
back-up course of exercises for 
aching calves and ankles. 


Portly people who find their 
knees let them down when running, 
should be advised to take up stvim- 
ining. Those who can't Boat should 
be helped into cycling or even long 
distance walking. 

There is so much more still to 
be done. And that does not mean 
jokey early^vening television pro¬ 
grammes where a fat presenter 
light-heartedly comments about his 
brief exercising and dieting. We 
have to remember too, as does the 
Fentem report, the tdtal part whteh 
exercise, under careful control, 
can play for the aged who wish 
to remain independent’ And also 
to provide a programme for the 
obese schoolboy or girl, of which 
there ere many in London. 

There has to be a co-ordinated 
national campaign, replacing the 
present rip-off of health courses 
and publications to make all Bri¬ 
tain realise that exercise is as im¬ 
portant as food or even property 
In the frantic 20th century. 

And just about as good a place 
as any to start seriously is London 
town where, from time to time, 
you may find the living gs not so 
easy. 


Swoop on Boycott 


K erry packer’s dollars, plus 
at least four first class coun¬ 
ties, are ready to buy the runs of 
Geoff Boycott if he leaves York¬ 
shire. 

Notts, Worcestershire, Surrey 
and Glamorgan emerged as likely 
bidders. 

And a Packer representative tele¬ 
phoned Boycott, whose reaction 
was; “It’s very early dap to say 
anything draut that yet.” 

The possibility of a final break 
with the county he has served since 
1962 increased as the storm raged 
on over Bopott’s sacking as York¬ 
shire captain. 

Boycott admitted: “1 have ^ened 
my mouth once too often," follow¬ 



ing his week-end TV' outburst 
Bgiiinst the committee. 

Meanwhile Yorkshire secretary 
Joe Lister went on the attack. 

He answered Boycott's charge 
that “the Yorkshire committee, in 
their haste to sack me, couldn't 
even wait for my mother to be 
bwied.” 


Lister claimed that the commit¬ 
tee meeting, which had been, ar¬ 
ranged five weeks earlier, could 
have been postponed but Boycott 
insisted on attending. 

Lister also denied he knew that 
Boycott was to be sacked and 
added: “1 much regret 1 have been 
brought publicly into the issue and 
hope Yorkshire members and 
others who saw the interview would 
be surprised at Geoffrey Boycott's 
claim that I am lacking in com¬ 
passion and that I was probably 
acting on committee instructions. 

“Whatever my shortcominga I 
had hoped the image I have en¬ 
deavoured to create was not this.” 

There is now increased specu¬ 
lation that the county's original 
offer to Boycottt of a two-year con¬ 
tract as a player will be withdrawn. 
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Asians not far behind 


J APAN, in an effort to make 
Asian presence felt in interna¬ 
tional athletics, achieved a major 
breakthrough with the holding of 
the “Descente” Athletics Games— 
an eight-nation meet in Tokyo on 
Scptemher 25. 

For the Ban^ok hopefuls to be 
pitted agsinst the might of the US. 
USSR. Poland, West Germany, 
France, Italy and the UK, was a 
tall order, and the Japanese cer¬ 
tainly proved that with better com¬ 
petition, Asians were capable of 
catching up with prevailing inter¬ 
national standards. 

Outstanding among them was re¬ 
latively unknown Nagao, who clock¬ 
ed an Asian best in the 400 metres 
hurdles when finidiing second to 
Arkbipenko (USSR) in 49.59 secs. 
In the 5,000 metres, Toshiaki Ka- 
mata ran strongly to finish third 
in 3 mins. 35.8 secs, behind Fedot- 
kin (USSR) 13:31.5, and Kowol 
(Poland) 13:35.5, while the 10,000 
metres saw a ding-dong battle be¬ 
tween the European 5,000 metres 
champion Ortis (Italy) and Toshiko 
Seko, with the former breaking 
away in the last lap, to win in 29 
mins. 14.9 secs, from the Japanese 
runner’s 29:20.8. 

The 3,000 metres steeplechase 
brought another Japanese distance 
man to the fore, as second placed 
Iwabuchi recorded a creditable 8 
mins. 30.8 secs, behind Poland’s 
European champion Malinowski 
(8:19.3). 

The sprints and middle distance 
events showed a clear European 
superiority over the Japanese stars, 
but in the Dubai Golden Mile, the 
trump card of the day, youngster 
Takashi Ishii, running in the com¬ 
pany of Henrs' Rono, Steve Ovett 
(UK), Rod Dixon (NZ), Wessing- 
hage (Germany) and Steve Scon 
(US) performed creditably. 

Rono unfortunately had a bad 
day, and had to cfrop out after 
running through 800 metres, leav¬ 
ing Ovett to win virtually as he 
liked, in 3 mins. 55.5 secs. Ishii 
finished fifth in 4 mins. 01.5 secs. 

The relays indicated the shape 
of things to come at the Bangkok 
Asiad, with Japanese squads record- 
in|( respecuvely 39.96 secs., and 3 
mms. 06.5 secs, for the 4 x 100 and 
4 X 400 meire^^ and the women’s 
foursome finishing ahead of the US 
in 46.21 secs, in the 4 x 100 metres. 
Yet another 1978 best was recorded 
by Murofishi in the hammer throw 
(69.36 m.), won by favourite Yuriv 
Sedekh (USSR) in 74.74 m. 

From the connoisseur’s viewpoint 


the event of the day was, however, 
the triple jump where popular 
Soviet veteran, Viktor Saneyev 
maintained his consistency to win 
with 17.02 m. from Britain’s Aston 
Moore (16.76 m.) and with Naka- 
nishi (Japan) trailing in 16.12 m. 


In the women’s events, Japan 
found the going very tou^ indeed 
against European stalwarts, but to 
the credit of the Asian athletes, 
they were not overwhelmed in the 
presence of world beaters like 
Irena Szewinska and Sonia Lanna- 
man. Outstanding among them was 
high jumper Yagi whose 1.85 m. 
makes her a sure bet for at least 
a silver at Bangkok. 


'IP HE refusal of the International 
^ Amateur Athletics Federation 
to sanction the athletics events in 
the coming eighth Asian Games 
here from December 9 to 20 is not 
the only thing bothering the orga¬ 
nisers. Thou^ the last date lor 
submitting entry details expired 
first on September 15 and again 
after extension a forini,^t later, 
some of the countries affiliated to 
the Asian Games Federation have 
yet to send them. 

The non-receipt of these details 
confirming participation from 
Afghanistan, Brunei, North Korea, 
Lebanon, Mongolia, Syria, Qatar, 
Iraq, the United Arab Emirates, 
Laos, Cambodia and Viet Nam is 
making it difficult for the organis¬ 
ing committee to finalise many 
arrangements and details of 
schedules. 

Cambodia. Laos and Viet Nam 
have not indicated they want to 
take part. But Iraq, Qatar and the 
UAE are virtually certain to take 
part as they are members of the 
group of five Arab nations who are 
underwriting a substantial part of 


On current form Jiqian appears 
to have an edge over Asian rivals 
India and China, with Indians figur¬ 
ing in onhr two events — shot put 
(Bahadur Singh—1835 m.) and 
long jump (Suresh Babu—734 m.). 
and Chinese as many times, in the 
Asian best performance list for 
1977-78. 

Lack of sufficient competition of 
a high order is the only reason 
for the Indian handicap. Our ath¬ 
letes have, apart from Edmonton, 
had only two occasions to test dieir 
ability in international meetings, 
in Singapore and Kuala Lumpur, 
and the forthcoming duel meets 
with athletes from the Soviet Union 
may well enable our men and wo¬ 
men to improve their marks by 
December. 

—RANJIT BHATIA 


the financial outlay for the staging 
of the Games. North Korea are alsc 
counted on as definite starters. 

Eighteen nations have confirmed 
their entries. They are Burma, 
Bahrain, China, Indonesia, India, 
Iran, Hong Kong, Japan, Kuwait, 
Malaysia, Nepal, Pakistan, the 
Philippines, Saudi Arabia, Singa¬ 
pore, Sri Lanka, South Korea and 
hosts Thailand. Bangladesh have 
applied for AGF membership and 
confirmed their participation. 

A spokesman for the organising 
committee said until all details of 
the size ot contingents and the 
sports they would be competing in 
and the strength for the various 
disciplines were in hand it is very 
hard to draw up plans for trans¬ 
port, living accommodation and 
schedules of events, and the men 
and funds to be allocated to each 
event. 

— SW Correspoadent 



Games—the big drag 
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^ HE anatomy of violence has 
^ been frequently dissected by 
international experts of repute and 
a rash of conciubions have been 
drawn from the exercise. On race¬ 
courses in India there is only one 
reason for violence and that is 
money. 

The latest in a series of inci¬ 
dents which have rocked race¬ 
courses throughout the land was 
at Hyderabad’s Malakpet race¬ 
course last Saturday and like ail 
the previous affairs it was occa¬ 
sioned by the defeat of a prime 
favourite. There was extensive 
damage to property, the police had 
to resort to lathi charges and the 
bursting of tear-gas shells and the 
remainder of the afternoon’s pro¬ 
gramme had to be abandoned. 

Fortunately, the Hyderabad 
Race Club authorities took a firm 
stand, refused to declare the dis¬ 
puted race void and also declined 
to refund the investment on the 
beaten favourite. This is as it 
should be, for racegoers must not 


Anatomy 

get the impression that the easiest 
and surest way of retrieving lost 
bets IS to become violent. 

It is apparent that it is not the 
racegoer as a body who indulges 
in this deplorable hooliganism. Ii 
is a militant minority who hold 
the majority and the authorities to 
ransom. It it not too difficult to 
identify these trouble makers whose 
hysterical outbursts do cause less 
emotional and less badly behaved 
racegoers to get into the act and 
every effort should be made to ex¬ 
clude them from the precincts of 
race clubs. There is no room for 
bad losers, and there can be no 
apter description of rioting racing 
enthusiasts, on our racecourses and 
the sport is the better for their ab¬ 
sence. 

The biggest casualty of the riot 
was the prestigious President of 
India Gold Ctqi, the richest annual 
event open to horset above the 
Classic age, which was scheduled 
for the following day and which 
was to be the great Squanderer’s 
farewell to active racing as he was 
to be retired to stud after it. 

. The race will now be run on 
Sunday, (ktober 29 and as the 
authorities have decided to invite 
fresh entries it will not be a sweep- 
stakes affair, thereby reducing the 
prize money. This is most unfor¬ 
tunate but, on the other hand, as 


of a riot 

Squanderer and King oi Seers 
were the only accepters ior the 
race which was to nave been run 
on October 15, there is a Itkeilliood 
of a more representative field. 

As the race is a iveiaht for age 
affair without penalties u is diffi¬ 
cult to envisage the defeat of 
Squanderer as the Valoroso-Mllky 
Way five-year-old is way above 
every other horse in training in 
the actual scale. But that is not the 
only criterion as was shown In the 
2,800 metres Indian St. Leger in 
Pune when the great Mannott was 
beaten by eight lengths by the 
totally unfancied Linden Flora 
with the only other runner, jpl 
Tombi, a further Mven lengths off. 
Maniiou was obviously noi at lus 
best and the official announcvnieot 
that he was. found to be lame by' 
the right fore after the race Indi¬ 
cates that this was a contributory 
factor to his defeat. I- enly goes 
to show how uncertain is racing 
and bow terribly misguided are 
those who riot when a favourite 
IS beaten, as happened in Hydera¬ 
bad. 

Red Ciiieftan has rehabilitated 
his reputation. His showing du.’los 
the Madras Winter Meeting wa.s 
Such that he was amongst the froo; 
rank contenders for the Bangatoie 
Summer Classics. He f.iilcd, run¬ 
ning a particularly poor race in 
the Bangalore Derby. 
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Maharashtra win after shocks 


I F the performance of the parti¬ 
cipating teams in the Seventh 
Junior National Kho-Kho Cham¬ 
pionships at Madras is the baro¬ 
meter of this game’s progress in 
the years to come, its future looks 
rather dim. Despite the fact that 
dates of National School Games 
clashed with Junior Nationals and 
many teams missed the services of 
their few good players the over-all 
standard of competition was far be¬ 
low the mark. 

To cap it all the venue of the 
championship was among the posh 
localities of Madras, where Icho- 
Uo is hardly known, and to no¬ 
body's surprise a crowd of less 
than two hundred watched holders 
Maharashtra lead the ceremonial 
march past. 

In the boys section, the only 
match worth mentioning was bet¬ 
ween Maharashtra and West Ben¬ 
gal. Playing to decide lop position 
in pool A, the West Bengal boys, 
on a rain-soaked ground, applied 
themselves to the conditions and 
outmanoeuvred Maharashtra. Maha¬ 
rashtra, beaten for the first time 
and quite convincinudy in the lea¬ 
gue in the seven-year-old competi¬ 
tion, had to give off ’.heir best 
against formidable Karnataka in 
order to secure a place in the 
finals. 

The unpredictability of results 
continued through the knock-out 
stage. After their unexpected vic¬ 
tory over Maharashtra, West Ben¬ 
gal’s performance unaccountably 
became slack against lowly-rated 
Andhra and they lost the match. 
With their defeat in the league, 
Maharashtra settled down to some 
serious play and beat Karnataka. 
But even though Maharashtra ulti¬ 


mately won, Karnataka was techni¬ 
cally the best team among alL 

In the girb section, on the other 
hand, champions Maharashtra 
plunged to third place when they 
lost Iv >n innings against Karna¬ 
taka in the semi-final. One hardly 
expected Maharashtra to win with 
the side they fielded, so unbalan- 



Janki Award winner Asha of 
Kamasaka. She woo the award 
for her s^erlathre perform¬ 
ance against Weoi Bengal 




Kishore. Radii of Mafaaradilra 
winner of the ‘Vir Abhfaiian’ 
Award 


ced it was that they lacked even 
defending skills. 

Karnataka girls eventually broke 
that jinx of losing in the semi-finals, 
as they did in the previous three 
years. This year, they were com- 
fortabc winners in the final over 
West Bengal, but now it appears 
that the West Bengal girls have 
run into a barrier. For the fourth 
time they were runners-up in t h o 
tournament. 

The selection committee awarded 
the *Vir Abhiman Award’ for the 
most outstanding player of the 
boys section to Mahara^tra’s 
Kidiore Rathi. For the girls sec¬ 
tion, Asha of Karnati^ was dbosen 
the best player. 

-PRADEEP VAIDYA 


Watch the bottle 

A referee of advanced years who 
fond of the bottle, went to see his 
doctor for a check-up and com¬ 
plained of impaired vision and 
shortage of breath. 

T can’t really tell you what the 
trouble is.’ said the doctor. T think 
it must be due to drinking.* 

‘All ri^t,’ said the referee, '111 
come back tomorrow morning when 
you’re sober.’ 


d 





... l-„. . 

Kamaiaka girle west Ae cfaamitkinliip wliidi eluded 
them for Nirec years 
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Western still e force 


W ESTERN Railwajr, Bomlwy, 
despite aging players in their 
ranks, are still a force to reckon 
with in the country’s hasketball. 
They me ample demonstration of 
this while scoring a close, hard- 
earned 67-6S win over Border 
Security Force, Jullundur, in the 
final of the All-India Paramjit 
Singh Memorial Basketball Tourna¬ 
ment at Kapurthala, to regain the 
title which they had last won in 
1969. 

Western thus avenged the defeat 
they had suffered at the hands of 
BSF in the final of Bombay’s Ramu 
Tourney a year ago. Western owe 
their victory to the consistently 
brilliant performance of their skip¬ 
per and former international Gulam 
Rasool. He dazzled an enthusiastic 
crowd with his neatly executed 
long shots. He was also effective 
from close range, besides playing 
superbly in defence. 

BSF boasted three Indian pro¬ 
bables for the Bangkok Asian 
Games — ShamiaL Kuldip Singh 
and Paramdip Singh. All uiree ac¬ 
quitted themselves creditably. Pa¬ 
ramdip was very accurate with his 
attempts from far. He also master¬ 
minded the BSF attack. Shamlal 
and Kuldip did well from the pivot 
position. 

The tournament was played on 
league-cum-knockout basis. Group 
A was made up of BSF, Central 
Railway, Southern Command and 
Chandigarh while group B had 
Western Railway, Northern Com¬ 
mand, Sriram Rayons and Kapur¬ 
thala. Western emerged on lop of 
group B by winning all their lea¬ 
gue matches. Their encounter with 
Northern Command was a nail- 



Riaz Ahmed about to score for 
WR againat BSF 

biting affair. Gulam Rasool clin¬ 
ched the issue for his team vrith 
a* basket in the dying seconds, the 
score-board reading 71-70 in Wes¬ 
tern’s favour. Northern Command 
was the other team to qualify for 
the semi-final from this group. 

The compeiiiion in group A was 
keen and the qualifiers were deci¬ 
ded after a triple tie was resolved 
among BSF, Central Railway and 
Southern Command. On the open¬ 
ing day, the youthful Central Rail¬ 
way had beaten Southern Command 
in an exciting match. But the army- 
men came back into reckoning 
when they si^rised holders BSF. 
On the penultimate day, BSP down¬ 
ed Central to cause the triple tie. 



Weatem's skipper, Gulam Rasool receives the shield from 
former educadon minister of Punjab, Sufcbjinder Shtglh 


The issue was decided by taking 
into consideration the margin of 
points for and against each team. 
Since the armymen had gained a 
narrow win and had lost by a bifr 
ger margin, they had to make their 
exit from the tournament. 

In the semi-final, BSF wera given 
a harrowing time by Northern Com¬ 
mand. If tha armymen had not 
lapsed into a complacent vein after 
gaining a comfortable lead, they 
could have easily turned the tables 
against BSF. However, credit must 
be given to Nechhattar Singh, the 
old time pivot of BSF who brought 
his team from the brink of defeat. 
He was the top scorer for BSF 
with 28 points. In the other semi¬ 
final, Western bad an easy match 
against Central. Arjuna award win¬ 
ner Surendra Kataria of Western 
was in full cry in this match. He 
converted most of the baskets he 
attempted, and from all the angles. 
Abbas Moonlasir played his usual 
role with perfection, to see his side 
through to the finals with a big 
112-84 victory. 

The finahmatch between Western 
and BSF was well-fought. The 
scores went neck-and-neck through¬ 
out the match. Only at one stage 
— mid-way through the first ses¬ 
sion — BSF appeared to strengthen 
their grip on the match when they 
led by seven points. But Gulam 
Rasool sank a couple of beautiful 
baskets to bridge the gap and leave 
the issue open. BSF scored most of 
their points from inside the restric¬ 
ted area through their tall pivots 
Kuldip and Shamlal. Nachnattar 
also entered the field but he was 
soon withdrawn. 

Towards the last few minutes 
BSF led by flve points when Abbas 
converted two tree throws. There¬ 
after the BSF players faltered at 
the vital moment and missed both 
their tries. Western’s ace shooter 
Kataria scored two baskets in suc¬ 
cession, to earn the title for his 
team after a lapse of nearly nine 
years. 

Even while the tournament was 
well organised, there were two 
short-comings which stood out *1116 
teams were made to play matches 
in the mornings as well as in the 
evenings. Consequently most of 
them played as many as five mat¬ 
ches in only about 6) hours. This 
was rather hard on the players. 
How can they be expected to give 
out their best when me strain is so 
much? Abo. there were cmly two 
prominent referees who had to do 
all the important matches, some¬ 
times two in a row. It u a fact that 
in basketball, to do Justice to a 
match, the referees' run more than 
the players. How can they do that 
under such circumstances? As a re¬ 
sult of which the offiebting had be¬ 
come sub-standard. 

— JAVED AKKTAR 
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Nadia's in 
love and... 

T he RunMniaa Gyoinastics Fede¬ 
ration ia worried over IG-year- 
old Nadia Comaneci, who rote to 
fame at the Montreal Olympica, 
ainee die fell in love recently with 
a folk aingcr twice her age, and 
twice ran away firom the interna- 
tieoal aporia auooL where ahe 
atudiea, to he with nim. 

Neglecting her training for love 
and mveioping a liking for sugm 
fooda. Nadia haa had problema with 
her wei^t. 

But the directors of RGF have 
not given up hraea of recovering 
the "real Nadia" in time for the 
next World Championahips at 
Snraabourg, France, later this year. 

National coach, Bela Karoly, the 
man who discovered Comaneci and 
brought her world fame, has now 
put her on a crash diet in an effort 
to shed 10 kgs. 

Secretary General of the federa¬ 
tion, Nicolai Gieru, said that Nadia 
was, even now, preparing for 
Strasbourg, and her morale was 
high- He denied r u n o u r s that 
Comaneci has been suffering from 
aeries bouts of depression and 
that she had attempted snicide. 


Hadiss for 
Packsr 

V AST bowler Riduird Hadlee was 
" jpanted permission to became 
the first New Zeahmd cricketer to 
play for the Packer's World Series 
Cricket. 

The New Zealand Cricket Coun¬ 
cil's Board of Contra! agreed to let 
him ploy in the World Eleven side 
during an 18-day tour of New Zea¬ 
land next month. 


A Board statement said: "Having 
regard to Aa time of the season 
at wkidi the matcbes'are being 
played and Hadlee's undertaking 
that participation will not be allow- 
od to interfere with his commit¬ 
ments to New Zealand cricket, the 
Board has decided to release him 
to play other than in the match 
wiikh clashes with the Gillette Cup 
^ure on Nov. 18. 


"The Board is pleased to have 
HatOee’s assurance that he wiU be 
avoflablo to play for New Zealand 
in tin future.” 


An Australian XI, led 


CboppoU, and a World 


sd by Ian 
XI, M by 



Tony Greig, will play seven mat¬ 
ches on the north island of New 
Zealand. 

Hadlee is the third new member 
of the World XI side, the others 
are South A&ican Clive Rke and 
Garth Le Roux. 



All m 'Senates' 


Aussie Bosrd to 
' sue Thommo 

HE Australian Cricket Board 
announced it was taking legal 
ariion to stop fast bowler Jeff 
Thomson playing for Kerry Pac¬ 
ker's World Senes Cri^et. 

The Board said that it had sought 
an assurance that Thomson would 
not be selected to play in any 
World Series teams until after his 
contract with the Board ended on 
March 31 next year. 

“World Series Cricket has de¬ 
clined to give such an assurance. 
Regrettably, this leaves the Board 
with no alternative. 

Thomson announced recently he 
was retiring from official Test cric¬ 
ket because of famik and financial 
considerations. He later signed a 
three-year contract with World 
Series. 

Many experts bdieve the loss of 
Thomson has doomed Australia to 
defeat in the Ashes series against 
England this winter. 

At WSC, Thomson teams up with 
anodier AustraliaB paceman, Den¬ 
nis LittcNS, to give the Australian 
Snpertest team the country’s two 
most feared fast bowlers. 

Thmnson's solicitor, Frank Gar¬ 
diner, declined to comment on the 
Cricket Board's announcement "If 
any lidgation is pending, it would 
be improper of me to comment,” 
he said. 

'Senator' AH 

M ohammad AU may be the 
greatest in the ring, but he's 
not bold enough to preobt he will 
.be the freateat on film. The chomp 
will mue bis TV acting debut in 
an NBC movie, "Freedom Road,” 
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based on the Howard Fast novel 
about a Creed slave who flints the 
Klan and emerges as the first black 
senator. "I’m no star,” says Alt 



"But I wasn’t the greatest when 
I started boxiag, either. I’m going 
to have to build up to that in mov^ 
ies.” For bis efforts, he’ll get $1 
million—^"just a little side money,” 
Ali shrnngs. 

"I’ve made $53 million boxing. 
I’m doing this because it’s history 
—the movie will be here when I’m 
gone and it will be something else 
tor people to remember Ali by.” 

Would he step into the political 
arena when he retires from Hght. 
in|? Mused The Lip "Mohammad 
Ah is the most famous man on 
earth. You don’t need politics if 
you can achieve that.” 

» NEWSWEEK 

Best to sue 
FIFA 

P* ORMER Manchester United and 
" Fulham star George Best has 
threatened to sue the Internatio¬ 
nal Football Federation if they en¬ 
force a world-wide ban on him. 

The ban, imposed after Fulham 
alleged that he broke his contract 
with them, angered Best. He said 
at his home in Los Angeles: 

"If they ban me, I will sue .them. 
They can’t deprive me of earning 
a living.” 


lelah to lead 

V LEETFOOTED outside-r i g b t 
^ Islahuddin of the Customs, who 
captained Pakistan in the Buenos 
Aires World Cup Hockey Tourna¬ 
ment, will again lead Pakistan in 
the forthcoming Champions’ Cup 
Hockey Tournament to be held at 
the Gadaffi Stadium, Lahore from 
November 17. 

Islahuddin will also lead Paki¬ 
stan in the Asian Games in Bang¬ 
kok in December. Shahnaz Sheikh 
will be Islahuddin’s deputy. 

The return of dependable right- 
b a c k Manzoor-Ul-Hassan to the 
team has been welcomed here. Bet¬ 
ter known as Maaoor Sr., the star 
fullback had fractured his hand in 
the Lahore Test against India and 
had to be dropped from the team 
which won the World Cup in Bue¬ 
nos Aires. Ehsanullah, who replaced 
him, proved to be an able substi¬ 
tute and scared from a penalty- 
corner in the final against Holland. 

The 16-member team is as foL 
Iowk: Goalkeepers; Salim Sherwani 
and Qamar Zia. Fullbacks: Ebsa- 
nullah, Manzoor-Ul-Hassan and 
Munnawwar-Uz-Zaman. Halfbacks: 
Capt. Saeed Khan, Akhtar Rasool. 
M. Shafique and Munir Bhatii, For¬ 
wards: Islahuddin, Manzoor Jr. 
Shahsaz Sheikh, Hanif Khan, Sa- 
miuliah, Saeed and Naseem Mirza. 


Ei^t of the selected players are 
employed wifh Pakistan Internatio¬ 
nal Airlines. Former Olympian 
Abdul Waheed Khan, who mana¬ 
ged the victorious team in the 
Fourth World Cup, has been re¬ 
appointed manager. 

PIA paying 

A IRMARSHAL (Retd.) Nurkhon 
^ who was recently re-elected 
president of the Pakistan Hockey 
Federation, has vigorously defend¬ 
ed the holding of the Champions’ 
Cup Hockey Tournament, saying 
that it would “generate tremendous 
goodwill for Pakistan abroad.” 

He said the amount of publicly 
earned by Pakistan abroad throuih 
the tournament would more than 
compensate for the expenditure in¬ 
volved. 

He said the idea behind the hold¬ 
ing of the tournament was to “make 
the world know that Pakistan is 
the centre of hockey and the coun¬ 
try as such should feel proud. 

The Air Marshal said PIA will 
foot the entire bill for the tourna¬ 
ment, citing the examples of other 
airlines which did the same for 
major sports evems for publicity 
purposes by arranging for free air 
passage for sportsmen and looking 
after their accommodation. 

— K. A. 


Best, currently playing for Fort 
Lauderdale Strikers in the North 
American Soccer League, said he 
was uder no obligation to Fulham. 

“Fulham said 1 was their player, 
which is not true,” lie commented. 

Best, the Manchester United and 
Northern Ireland star of a decade 
ago, later joined Fulham and play¬ 
ed for them until mid-way Ihrou^ 
lost season. 

He then went to the United 
Stales and played for Los Angeles 
Azfees until his transfer to Fort 
Launderdale in July. 

Announcing the indefinite bon 
on Best in Zurich, FIFA General 
Secretary Helmut Kaiser said it 
had been imposed at the ret^uest of 
the English Football Association. 

Abbas, Javed out 

A bbas MOONTASIR and javed 
Akhtar have been suspended 
for a period of two years and one 
year respectively, with effect from 
October 15, by the Maharashtra 
State Basketball Association for 
their misbehaviour in the final of 
the H. B. Khan Trophy against Cen¬ 
tral at the Good Counsel court on 
(ktober 13. 



S. Khanaa, 14 

1/15 ‘Parijat,’ Deendayal Marg, 
Dombivli (West) 421 202. 

Hobbies: Playing cricket, stamp 
collection, reading. 

Eugene Roocoe, 14 
78, National Park, Lajpat Nagai, 
New DelM 110024. 

Collecting stamps, coins, picture 
postcards, musk, correspon¬ 
dence, reading, travelling. 

Naveen Manfie, 16 
Shiv Ashish, 406, Green Avenue, 
Amritsar. 

Musk, correspondence, table 
tennis, swimming. 

Jasbir «ni^ KMca, 18 
4, Garcha 1st Lane, C/o Punjabi 
Hotel, Cakutta 700 019. 

Football, hockey, cricket, movies, 
making pen pals. 

Giukhrai Smgli, 18 
184, Dhaula Kuar, 

New Delhi 110010. 

Crkket, tennis, reading, movies, 
keeping sports records. 

T. A. Ranwili, 19 

D25. 7th Cross, Ihlllainagar, 
Tirucht 620 018. 

Cricket, carroms, pen friendship, 
musk, films. 


VBiaa Lactate, 19 

NalwalT Gall, Lohiya Bazar, 
Lasbkar, Gwalior (M.P.). 

Stamp collection, pop musk, 
movies. 

Him Nafees Baig, 19 
C/o Royal News Agency, 
Maqbara Bazar, Kota-6 
(Rajasthan). 

Crkket, football, pen friendship, 
movies, reading, writing. 

LaWh K. Cfaheda, 19 
C/o K. B. Chheda, Angadi 
BuUding, Near H.P.O., 

Gadag 582101. 

Stamp collection, pen friendship, 
reading, jokes. 

■—J CudoL 19 
20, Mookathal Street, 0pp. Roxy 
Theatre, Vepery, Madras 7. 

Cricket, table tennis, music, dance. 

Saryesh Cbaodra GtqMa, 19 
75/7, Halsey Road, Post Box 
No. 157, Kanpur 1 (UP). 

Musk, traveliiniL reading 
Sportsweek, cricket, badminton. 

Andt Aud^. 24 
M/s. National Book House, 

Main Road, P.O. Chas, 

Dist. Dhanbad (Bihar). 

Crkket. travelling. 
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by BUSVBEE 


l^OW that it is more or less 
definite that at least six, and 
possibly more, of our cricketers 
are sii^na up with Kerry Pac¬ 
ker, I think it is time we found 
substhutes for them. 

And I do believe that we cannot 
do better than learn hrom Aus¬ 
tralia and appoint an old and re- 
tired criclceter as captain to 
manage the young team. Several 
names come to mind and the 
choke should be between Nari 
Contractor, Polly Umrigar and 
the Nawab of Pataudi. 


signad him up. Which is very 
likely as a man who can sign up 
Vengaarkar can sign up aiq^dy. 

As for Vengsarkar*s place in the 
new Indian teanL I think the 
selectors will have to include 
Brijesh Patel once again into flie 
team. If the West Inoian bowlers, 
against whom the new team will 
have its first series, are request¬ 
ed not to bowl too fast at Brijesh, 
I see no reason why he should 
not put up a few usmul scores. 

Kirmani’s place will go to Bharat 
Reddy and about that there can 
be no two opinions. 'One hopes 
he will keep the wkkets better 
than Kirmani has done in the 
last few games. One precaution 
that the Board can take is to put 
Reddy on a contract which would 
debar him from joining the 


World Series for a set number 
of years. 

Ibe Board has also been very wise 
in coaching a second XI in Bom¬ 
bay while the first XI has been 
bu» negotiating with Kerry Pac¬ 
ker's men in Pakistan. I am sure 
there must be a few jroung pli¬ 
ers among them who can im¬ 
mediately included in the Indian 
team against the West Indies. 

Such a team, I am confident, will 
five the West Indies a close 
right. The reason being that the 
West Indies, with all its star 
players taken away by Packer, 
has also got a new team like 
ours. And there is no shame in 
a second XI being defeated by a 
second XI. unlike in Australia 
last year when a first XI was de¬ 
feated by a second XI. 



by CHATTERBOX 


My selection would be Contractor 
as. apart firom captaining the 
team, he can also open the inn¬ 
ings in place of Gavaskar. 

More diffkuli to fill wiU be Vk- 
wanath's place as it is not easy 
to find a substitute to go in at 
numbmr four and score Viswa- 
nath’s usual 40 odd runs. Under 
jhe circumstances, I think, we 
would have to recall Hanumant 
Singh. Of course, he would first 
have to be sent to a fitness camp 
at Bangalore or Madras or any¬ 
where else (except Patiala) and 
kept there for a couple of 
months. 

Aahok Mankad, whom both the In¬ 
dian selectors and Kerry Packer 
have ignored, will finally be re¬ 
quired to bolster the crippled 
team and I am very happy aooui 
^t. B e c aus e I have always be¬ 
lieved that he should be a per¬ 
manent member of the Indian 
team. 

The departure of our niin trio for 
Ae World Series will be the big¬ 
gest blow of aU. I think the In¬ 
dian Board should make all 
efforts to come to an arrange¬ 
ment with Kerry Packer by vdiich 
be would not insist on ^gning up 
our spinners and instead put 
under contract Kapil Dev, Kar- 
aan Ghavri and a third pace 
bowler (provided there is a third 
pace bowler in India). 

If the negotiations fail, then it is 
inevitable that Salim Durrani 
will have to be recalled. Which, 
incidentally, is not such a bad 
idea as he can score more runs 
than Prasanna, Bedi and Chan¬ 
drasekhar combined. 

It will also mean Bombay’s Shlval- 
kar getting his chence i£tet years 
and years of waiting. Also Dilip 
Doahi, unleu Kerry Packer h« 


Q 

India? 


WHEN will the Pakistan 
cricket team be touring 


— Jamil Akhter (Gaya, Bihar). 


A IN 198&S1. 

WHO is the best all-rounder 
in the world today? 

— Rajiv Khanna (Jabalpur). 


A ENGLAND’S Ian Botham. 

HOW many Tests were iHay- 
ed by W. G. Grace? Could 
you please give me his complete 
record? 


— Mainaj Hasan Khan 
(Aligarh. U.P.). 


Jh IN 22 Tests, Grace played 36 
^ innings, twice not out, and 
scored 1,098 runs, including two 
centuries and five half-centuries, 
at an average of 32.29. His highest 
is 170 vs. Australia at the Oval in 
1886. Born on July lA 1848, Grace 
played Test cricket from 1880 to 
IMS. He took nine wickets for 236 
runs and held 39 catches. In all 
first clam matches, he scored 54,896 
runs, including l26 centuries, and 
took 2,864 wickets. Most remark¬ 
able of all, be played for 44 sea¬ 
sons. He died on October 23, 1915. 


WHY is Prakash Padukone 
^ not shining in international 
tournaments? 

— N. S. Parthasarathy and P. 

Durga Praud Rao, (Guntakal). 

A HIS Commonwealth Games 
^ triumph may well mark a 
bright new phase in his career. He 
needs to play abroad more since 
he gets so little competition at 
home. 


HOW many swimming events 
are there for men and wo¬ 
men in the Olympics? 

— Syed Abdul Matin (Dacca). 


AT Montreal in 1976 there 
were 16 events for men, in¬ 
cluding water polo, and 15 for 
women. 


^ HOW many runs and cen- 
turies have been scored by 
Ashok Mankad in first class cric¬ 
ket? And in how many matches? 

— Sanjay Chavd^ (Bombay). 

A IN 165 first class matches, 
Ashok Mankad has played 
253 innings, 51 times not out, and 
scored 10,085 runs at an average 
of 49.92 with 208 not out in the 
Ranji Trophy as his best score. He 
has hit up 23 centuries. Besides, he 
has claimed 39 wickets for 1,817 
runs at an average of 46.58. 


ft WHY was Dhiraj Parsana 
“01 selected for the tour of 
Pakistan although he did well in 
the Irani Trophy match which was 
supposed to be a guide to current 
form? 

— Prabal Guha (Chabua. Assam). 


THE selectors alone can ans- 
^ wer that. 

ft WHO was the first to win the 
Wimbledon tennis singles for 
three years in a row? 

—- Sunil Singhi (Birlapur, 
Calcutta). 

Jh W. RENSHAW was the first 
^ to perform the feat. He won 
the title six years in a row from 
1881 to 1886 and emmrged trium- 

g hant again in 1889 when he beat 
is bromer, E. Renshaw, in the 
final. E. Renshaw had won the title 
the previous yeer. 


SO 
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S ITTING West, defending with a 
good partner, jrour RHO opens 
1 NT (15-17 HCP) and LHO 
promptly raises to 3 NT. You de¬ 
cide to eschew your long suit and 
get off to the opening lead of the 
Spade 9. 

(Dummy) 

S K J 4 
H 10 7 4 3 
D K 9 3 
C A 7 3 

(Your Hand) 

S 9 8 3 
H A 9 2 
D Q 8 7 6 2 
C S 4 

Dummy’s Spade King is played 
at trick 1; partner plays the deuce 
and declarer the six. The Diamond 
trey from dummy fetches the Club 
6 from partner, and declarer in¬ 
serts the 10 spot. What now? 

A duck of the Diamond seems 
pointless, since Declarer can finesse 
the Diamond 9 in dummy for 4 
tricks, without losing any. One 
hope is that partner has the Club 
King, and Queen Jack of Hearts, 
but with this holding don’t you 
think partner would have discarded 






Jehnson and Johawa Sperm 
Club *B’ wfaDcm of the sevenil» 
I a I e r-Pbamwceudcal Diqptt- 
cate Contract Bridge 
Toumameni 


a higher Club? He is marked with 
length in Hearts and Clubs. 

Once you conclude that Declarer 
has the Club King, you can count 
his 9 tricks -—4 Diamonds, 3 
Spades, 2 Clubs and must switch 
in a hurry. Four heart tricks are 
your only hope. 

You must switch to the 9 of 
Hearts to cater for a doubleton 
Queen or Jack with Declarer. The 
2 of Hearts will not suffice, as you 
can see from the full hand: 


S K J 4 
H 10 7 4 3 
D K 9 3 
C A 7 3 
Dummy 
(N) 


You (N) Partner 

S983 S10 743 

HA9 2 (W) (E) HKJ86 

DQ8762 D- 

CS4 CQJ986 

arer 
S A Q 6 
H Q 5 

D A J 10 5 4 
C K 10 2 

If you had switched to the 2 of 
Hearts, pfvtner wins the Kng re¬ 
turns Uie 6 to your Ace. Now when 
you play the Heart 9. Declarer does 
not cover dummy’s 10, denying 
your partner his Heart 8. 


Introductory Offer for 

SPORTSWEEK 

readers 

BRIDGE DIGEST 

® India's first illustrated 
Bridge monthly 


issues 


(retail) 


now 


BRIDGE DIGEST 17, Deccan Gymkhana 
Poona 411 004 

Please enroll me as a subscriber to 
BRIDGE DIGEST 

My M/0 receiot / Bank draft in the 
name of BRIDGE DIGEST for Rs. 40/- 
for one year's subscription is enclosed 

Name_ 

Address_ 


• International 
& National 
Coverage 

• Articles by 

• Jeff Rubens 

• Alan Truscott 

• Kathie Wei 

• F/oby Roy 

• Jimmy Mehta 

• Dr. Tibrewala 

• Col. Sharma 
plus lots more 






T he exchange aacrifice for 
While’s Knight on QB3 is an 
effective resource at Black’s dispo¬ 
sal 10 divert White’s attention from 
the King side in the Yugoslav 
Attack against Dragon Variation 
of Sicilian Defence. Even if the 
Queen’s are exchanged Black has 
good play in the end game againat 
White's Pawn weaknesses. 

The first of the following two 
games plnred in the Tiruchi Tour¬ 
nament illustrates the strength of 
the ex^ange sacrifice. 

SICILIAN DEFENCE 
White: J. Uew 
Black: Praveen Thipsay 

1. PK4. PQB4 2. NKB3. NQB3 3. 
PQ4. PxP 4. NxP. PKN3 (a) S. 
NQB3. BN2 6. BIO. NB3 7. BQB4 

(b) 00 8. BN3. QR4 (c) 9. PB3. 
PQ3 10. QQ2. BQ2 11. PKR4, KRBl 
12. 000,^4 13. PRS. NxRP 14. 
PN4, NKB3 15. BR6, BRl (d) 16. 


BBl. BN2 24. RNl, BQ2 25. R3N3. 
KBl 26. RRl, RB4 27. RN2, NK4 
28. BQ2. NB5 29. BBl. KNl 30. 
PN5. NR4 31. R2N1. BQB3 32. RKl. 
BQ2 33. PB4? NxP 34. BxN. PK4 
35. BKN3? PxN 36. PxP, NxPchi 
37. KNT BxPchl 38. KxN, RB6ch 
39. KN4. RxB 40. R'K)KB1. BKl; 
White resigns. 

(a) Accelerated Fiancbetto 
which, as here, can transpose into 
regular Dragon. 

(b) 7. NxN, PxN 8. PK5. NNl 
(or NQ4) gives rise to distinct 
variations. 

(c) MCO 11 gives 8 . . . PQR4i 
9. PQR4. NKN5 10. QxN, NxN 11. 
QQl, NxB. 

(d) Usual is 14. BR6 (instead 
of 14. PN4). NQ6^ or RxN. In the 
text variation makhmatni Bulletin 
No. 6, 1977 gives 15 . . . RxN! 16. 
PxR (if 16. BxB, RxPcfa =; or 16. 
QxR, (2xQ 17. PxQ, BxBch 18. RxB. 
KN2 19: RR2, RQBl 20. KN2. 
PKN4I) NxBP. 17. NxN, NxKP 18. 
BxPch. KxB 19. QB4ch. BB4I (But 
this seems doubtful e.g. 20. BxB. 
QxRP 21. NN5ch, NxN 22. PxB). 

(e) Black has positional compen¬ 
sation for the exchange. Both sides 
now bide time until White errs 
on his 33rd move. 

Thipsay-Bordonada 
White: KQ3; R’s-KN2, KN3; 
N’s42B3, KRS P’*QR3, QN2. Q4, 
KBS. KN4. KR2. 

Black: KK2; R’s-QB3. KNl; BK3; 
NQB2: P's-QN2. ^4. Q4, KB2, 
KBS; KR3. 

With his doubled and isolated 
Pawns Black has a passive posi- 
. <ion. White’s threat PB4-B5 is diffi¬ 
cult to meet. He therefore plans 


to play tactically giving up a piece 
for two Pawns. 

The play was: 32 . . . PN5 33. 
PxP, RQN3 34. PB4. RxQNP 35. 
PBS, RxKNPl? 316. ML (Black 
hoped for 36. RxR? BxPch etc.) 
R(KN5)xPch 37. KB2, PxP 38. 
RN7ch. KQ3 39. NxBP. R.(Q) QBS 
40. KQl, RB5 41. R7N6, ^ 42. 
N3K4ch. KK4 43. NBSI (This 
Knight move threatens the family 
fork NQ3ch as well as, if 43 . . . 
RxN 44. NQ7ch) RB6 (sealed 
move) 44. RxP, P(26 45. RNSch. 
KBS! (45 . . . KQ3 would lose to 
46. N6K4ch) 46. RN4ch, KK6I 47. 
RR3!! (a problem-like move de- 






^ j 


feadng Black’s trap 47. RxR?, RB8 
mate), R6xR 48. RxR, PN3 49. 
NxQPl, RB6 50. NN4cb. and Black 
resigned in view of 50 . . . KxN 
51. NK5ch etc. 

END GAME 

Last week’s ending by Ttoitslor 
("Niva” 1910): White: Xd3: Nd2: 
Pg6. Black: Ka6; Bd7: Ndl: P’s-a7. 
b7. Draw. 1. PxH7. Bfch 2. Ne4i. 
Bxb7 3. Kd2. Nb2 (if 3 . . . Bxe4 
4. Kxdl is a book draw as Black’s 
Bidiop does not command the 
queemng square of his QRP) 4. 
Kc3. Na4cb 5. Kb4, Nb2 (the point; 
if 5 . . . Nb6?? 6. Nc5 mate) 6. Kc3 
draw. 


• Y .‘v V 




Rohini rules 


-ntHllNI KHADILKAR, the 15- 
year-old Women’s National 
Champion, created a sensation by 
taking the first place in a tourna¬ 
ment at Hospet uiead of several re¬ 
puted men players. 

The All India Open Tournament 
attracted 104 entries which were 
divided into two sections. Premier 
and Reserves. The three Khadilkar 
sisters. Vasanti. Jayashree and Ro¬ 
hini played in the Premier section 
of 32 participants. Rohini, with 
6| points tied at the top with 
the Gujarat champion Viraf 
Avari (National *A’ player in 1976) 
and the former Maharashtra cham¬ 
pion Abdul Jabbar (Nadonal *A’ 
player in 1978). The first three 

§ rises vC Rs. 1,000, Rs. 750 and 
X. 500 were shareid by the three, 
but on tie-breaking SokoloH points 
Rohini was declar^ first. 

Bracketed for the 4-7 places 
were National No. 5 Nasiruddin 
Ghalib, Karnataka champion R. 
Sridharan, Unni (Karnataka) and 
Vasanti Khadilkar with 6 points 
each. 

The Khadilkar sisters made their 
debut in male-dominated chess in 
the 1974 Petit Tournament in Bom¬ 
bay. Rohini, only 11 years old then, 
with her face Just above the edge 
of the table, was unable to view the 


board vertically. Still child-like, 
and unable to concentrate, she 
would make her move quickly and 
look around, but one could discern 
in her moves, even at that time, an 
inborn chess sense. 

Nilakantha Khadilkar (Editor 
of "Nava Kal”), the girk’ father, 
zealously fostered theu- talent by 
giving them facilities for training 
and tournament play. In turn, Va- 
aand, Jayashree and Rohini gained 
National Women’s Championship 
title. Rohini’s participation in the 
National *B’ Championship at Kotta- 
yam in 1977 sparked off a nation¬ 
wide controvert which happUy 
ended in her being allowed to play 
in the National *A’ and the Bhil- 
wara Trophy tournaments. This 
high level practice has benefited 
her a great deaL 

Rohini has a passion for the 
game which is most essential for 
progress. The sisters ^end a few 
hours at the chess board every 
day, analysiniL and studying mas¬ 
ter games or naving coaraing and 
prKtke sessions with strong 
players. 

While she knows the positional 
game well, Rohini’s naturu bent is 
towards attacking play. She likes to 
play a double-ed|^ game full of 
complications, combinatiims and 
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ACROSS 

A fortified wine etarts a cricketing venue in 
Wen Indiea (4, 2, 5). 

A cheer in the bull fighting arena (3). 
French article narta an Englisb spinner (S). 
Public relations begins badminton star (3). 
Venue for world famous maradion race weighs 
heavily at the end (6). 

Able start for the country that dominated die 
Edmonton Games (6). 

It governs badminton in the country (1, 1. 1). 
The match for the title (5). 

French article begins one round of the course 
(3). 

The fastest swimmer at the Tokyo Olympic 
Games (11). 


DOWN 

The only Indian woman athlete at the Mel¬ 
bourne Olympic Games (3). 

Remote start for the Hungarian world table 
tennis champion (6). 

Ihe greatest (3). 

Boxer Joe Louu’ nickname (S» 6). 

The ‘human locomotive’ from Czechoslovakia 
(4, 7). 

You have to ready for a this in the slips (5). 
A raccoon-like ammal is an Indian basketballer 
(5). 

The home of Indian soccer (6). 

This trick comes up in cricket (3). 

Not a new English paceman (3). 



How much do you know? 


In case of the capture of a 
chess piece, when is the move 
completed? 

A ball badminton match con¬ 
sists of how many games? 

Can a wrestler squeeze his op¬ 
ponent with the legs in the 
Oreco-Roman style? 

Can the cue-ball be pushed 
while msdcing a stroke in bil¬ 
liards? 

Can a referee disqualify both 
boxers if they fail to comply 
with his orders? 


6. What is the distance between 
the goal posts in handball? 

7. Will a hockey ball weighing 
57/8 ounces be peimitted? 

ANSWERS; 

1. When the captured piece has 
been removed and when the player, 
having placed the piece on its new 
square, has quitted the piece with 
his hand. 2. Three. The side that 
takes the best of three games shall 
be the winner. 3. No. 4. No. It must 
be struck. 5. Yes. 6. 3m. apart. 7. 
No. It diall not weigh more than 
53/4 ounces. 


Last week's solution 





CHESS from p 52 

tactics. She has to her credit seve¬ 
ral wins and draws against high 
ranking men players. In the Hos- 
pet tournament she defeated Avar!, 
drew- with Chalib and Srldharan 
and lost heroically to Jabbar in a 
wild game of attack and counter¬ 
attack. Her performance holds out 
promise of attaining greater 
heights. 

By the time this goes to press, 
Rob ini. Jayashree and Vasanti 
(Nos. 1, 2 and 3 respectively in the 
last National Women’s Champion- 
dtip at Hyderabad) will have pro¬ 
ceeded to Beunos Aires (Argen¬ 
tina) to play in the World Wo¬ 
men’s Chess (Hympiad. This is In¬ 
dia’s first participation in the 
event. 



O WIPING, water polo, water 
skiing, scuba diving sailing, 
rotring, canoeing are the typical 
kinds of aquatic sports. Over the 
years innummrable stamps on such 
sports have been issued. Of these, 
canoe racing is typical, especially 
in Kerala where many people take 
to it 

Tokelau Island of New Zealand 
plans to issue four multicolour 
stamps on canoeing on November 
9, 1978. These kinds of stamps are 
issued invariably on the occasion 
of the (Nympic Games. 

—JAGDISH BINIWALE 
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Indians too 

O O some Indians have finally de- 
^ cided lo join the ‘circus.* It is 
rather sad, but It had to happen 
since Test cricket has been reduced 
to games between second level 
teams in Australia, England and 
the West Indies, and any good 
player wants to play the best. So 
Bedi and his boys are quite Justi. 
fied if indeed they have signed on 
with Packer. One only hopes that 
the Cricket Control Board in India 
will follow the Pakistan example 
and not deprive Indiah official 
cricket of the services of these 
players. 

—O. Malgaonkar 
(Bombay). 


^HERE is talk now that seven 
* Indian cricketers are consider¬ 
ing Joining the WSC. This piece of 
news comes at a ti-ne when India 
are on the threshold of a long line 
of Test matches against various 
countries. 

Even if these players eventually 
decide to play in Packer’s ‘circus,’ 
it would be rather harsh to ban 
them from playing Test matches 
for India. After alL there is noth¬ 
ing wrong with Packer’s cricket 
and if the cricketers can arrive at 
a suitable arrangement of playing 
in both WSC as well as Tests, and 
earn more money in the process, 
there’s nothing wrong. 

— Rajan Shekar (Bombay). 

Together again 

TT was nice, and yet a little sad, 
to read about t h e reunion of 
Lillee and Thomson. The two had 
become synonymous in the minds 
of most cricket lovers, and one al¬ 
ways had the feeling that neither 
was complete without the other. 
That is the reason why their re¬ 
union gives one a nice feeling. 

On the other hand, one is left 
with a feeling of nostalgia because 
the reunion has taken place in the 
Packer ‘circus’ and not, in the offi¬ 
cial Australian team. Test cricket 
‘down-under’ will be the worse for 
Thomson’s desertion. 

— S. Cursetji (Bombay). 


Boycott's secret 

1>OYCOTT seems to have found 
•D the secret of keeping himself 
in the news. A few weeks back he 
was to be found on every sports 
page because he had been selected 
for the English side to tour Aus¬ 
tralia this winter, and had been 
side-tracked from the vice-cap¬ 
taincy, which has been placed on 
t h e comparatively inexperienced 
shoulders of Bob Willis. Now he’s 
back in the news again because 
Yorkshire have relieved him of the 
county’s captaincy. 

Boycott is such an important 
figure in cricket today, that both 
England and Yorkshire would be 
extremely weak without his servi¬ 
ces. Yet, here is a great cricketer, 
who has maintained his individua¬ 
lity throughout the decade and a 
half he has been in the game, and 
has not succumbed to the tempta¬ 
tion of Packer’s money. One often 
wishes India had a few like him. 

— Patrick Wood (Conoor). 

Surprises 

HE surprise omission of (Sau- 
tam Sarkar from the list of 30 
probables for the forthcoming 
Asian Games, is most shocking. He 
should have been one of the first 
choices in the Indian team. 

—R. S. Cbatterjee 
(Calcutta). 


^ HE inclusion of Ganesh Rai 
(Assam), Thomas Fernandes 
(Maharashtra), Compton Dutta 
(Bengal) and Mukhtar Ahmed 
(J & K) and omission of Prasan- 
nan (Kerala), Pradip Chowdhury, 
Gautam Sarkar and Shyam Thapa 
from the camp for the probables 
calls for correction. 

—Prosenjit Sarkar 
(Calcutta). 

Within means, now 

T AM glad that you have begun 
^ serialization of Pole’s autobio¬ 
graphy. The normal middle<lass 
Indian does not find it within his 
means to buy such expensive books. 
Your serializations of books by or 
about sports and sportsmen makes 
it possible for us to read them 
which, otherwise we would have 
had to do without. 

— Samar Mukherjee (Calcutta). 

Superb 

A s SPORTSWEEK enters the 
11th year of publication, it cer¬ 
tainly lives up to its slogan—Bright, 
Exciting, Exclusive. More pages, 
more colour, more blow-ups and 
its wide coverage of Indian and 
international sport makes it a com¬ 
plete magazine. Keep it up. 

-^uhas Shende 
(Pune-6). 





Greetings I 

ONGRATULATIONS on com- 
^ pletion of a decade’s service 
to sports. 

—Rajan Mehra 
(Rupa & Co., New Delhi). 

G reetings on your tenth birth¬ 
day. Without SPORTSWEEK 
we sports aficionados would be 
sunk. 

—Farokh Hansotia 
(Bombay). 


Sporting Goa 

DRAVO Goa, for not making a 
” big noise over that controver¬ 
sial goal in the final. Goa played 
on most sportingly and at the end, 
though disappointed, exchanged 
jersies in a most amiable manner. 
One is left to wonder what Ben¬ 
gal’s reaction would have been to a 
similar setback especially after wit¬ 
nessing their behaviour on being 
one down in the first leg of the 
semi-final against Maharashtra. 

—M. Aslam 
(Srinagar). 


One more 

R eference Flashback feature: 

“Some Pacts of Pak Cricket’’ 
(SW, October 8). Zaheer Abbas 
and Walter Hammond are not the 
only batsmen whose first two Tes: 
centuries were double<enluries. 
The first of Rohan Kaidiai’s 10 
Test centuries was 2S6 vs India at 
Calcutta and his second was 217 
vs Pakistan at Lahore, both in 
1958-^. 

—^B. B. Mama 
(Panchgani). 
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Ride 

and feel it yourself... 

before you buy any 
scooter. 


Now, get the fee! of the 
FALCON 150. Just ask your 
Falcon dealer for a free ride and 
decide for yourself. 

Feel its comfort and power. 
Admire its sleek looks and superb 
styling. Test its pick-up, instant 
starts and brighter lights. The 
Falcon 150 is really your kind of 
scooter. Once you ride it you'll 
want to own it. Check its special 
features: 

• Economical—45 kms.for every 
litre of petrol. 

•. Powerful—0-60 kms.per hour 
in 12 seconds. 

• Low Maintenance-trouble-free 
performance. 



• After Sales Service—prompt, 
efficient and dependable. 

• Guaranteed—for 1 year with 
unlimited mileage. 

Now think about it. And decide. 
After all, the FALCON 150 is the 
best scooter you can buy. 
Because you deserve it. 


KomolcJiCiAopIcfi/Ufnilcil 

S. Craccant Road, High Grounds. Bangalora SdO 001. 


Forever your friend' 
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The time is long ego and far, far away. The beautiful Princess Leia, a leader of the rebellion against 
the evil Galactic Empire, has just beei, captured and is now aboard the Empire's mobile command 
station, the impregnable Death Star, which is able to destroy whole planets with just one energy 
burst. She is being interrogated by Darth Vader, a Dark Lord of the Sith, and the Grand Moff Tarkin 
-indubitably the nastiest pair of villains. What, they want to know, has she done with the stolen 
secret plans of Death Star? If those plans reach her rebel friends, the corrupt Empire might fall-and 
freedom restored to the galaxy. Who'll save the Princess? Who'll destroy Death Star. 


WINNER/ 
ACADEMY AWARDS 



A long cime ago in a galaxyjar jaraway.. 
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Speculaiions over the likelihood 
of .seven Indian cricketers joining 
WSC have, for the -time being, 
been set to rest. Team manager, 
Fatehsinhrao Gackwad said at Fai- 
salabad that recent press reports 
“have no relation whatsoever with 
fact.s.’’ Even skipper Bedi has dis¬ 
missed these reports as "rubbish” 

. . . . p 6 

The first Test between Pakistan 
and India at Faisalabad will be 
remembered, if at all. for the tall 
scores by batsmen of both sides. 
The pitch, which was nverprepared, 
was clearly a batsman’s paradise 
. . . and a graveyard for the bowler 
Even by the afternoon of the third 
day with India giving a fitting 
reply to Pakistan’s mammoth total, 
a draw appeared certain . . . p 7 

An already depleted Australian 
team may be further debilitated if 
Peter Toohey and Graeme Wood 
— two of their present Test front, 
line batsmen — join the exodus to 
WSC. Even without their depar¬ 
ture, Australia faces an uphill task 
against a revitalised MCC in the 
coming ‘Ashes’ series .... p 16 

The 6th Indian Open Tennis 
Championship, to be held at Cal¬ 
cutta next month, has run into 
some difficulties. An overwhelming 
problem is that the tournament, 
which will coincide with other, 
more attractive Grand Prix cham¬ 
pionships, may not draw enough 
foreign players of recognised stand¬ 
ing ... p 23 


After some agonising moments, 
when Korchnoi equalised after be¬ 
ing 2-5 down, Karpov retained the 
world chess championship. When 
Korchnoi recorded his fifth victory 
it appeared then that the title 
could go to either player. But Kar¬ 
pov needed only the next game to 
quell all speculation .... p 28 

Indian swimmers’ performances 
at the National Senior Aquatic 
Championships were far below 
even Asian s’andards. On this 
showing no swimmer would qualify 
for the Asian Games on AlCS stan¬ 
dards .... p 35 

There appears to be some con¬ 
fusion regarding classifications for 
the ‘Champions Trophy’ as envi¬ 
saged by Pakistan. For this tour¬ 
nament. it was agreed, the FIH 
rankings would be taken into con¬ 
sideration and .not World Cup 
standings. In that case, India 
would qualify for the top six. 
Meanwhile, Nur Khan, t h e PHF 
president still hopes that India will 
participate .... p 39 
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Profile .... p 21; Racing . ■ . p 47; 
Buzzing Around .... p 50; Pen 
friends .... p 50; Question Box 
. . . . p 51; Stamps . ... p 51; 
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What a pitch! 


Javed Miandad 

NCE in a very great while 
there appears a cricketer 
characterized by an immense 
batting talent, incredible agility 
on the field and a bowling 
ability that is more than use¬ 
ful. Javed Miandad is just such 
a rare cricketer. 

Cricket has always been 
Miandad’s first love. Back 
three years ago, when he was 
chosen to captain Pakistan's 
under-19 team to Sri Lanka, 
Javed decided to forego It i $ 
education in order to lead his 
country’s junior team. 

Even at that young age. 
Miandad had begun to set new 
records in Pakistani cricket, 
to the extent that his selection 
for the Test side against New 
Zealand in 1976 became a 
surety. 

And what a magnificent ges¬ 
ture it was when he made his 
first Test appearance that year! 
One innings after the other he 
compiled runs with unbeliev¬ 
able consistency and in only 
three Test matches Miandad 
completed 500 runs. 

For a brief spell i| was 
thought that Javed Miandad’s 
earlier burst of run-accumulat¬ 
ing bonanza was a mere flash- 
in-the-pan. This suspicion was, 
perhaps, justified because of 
his reiwated, and unaccount¬ 
able failures in Australia, the 
West Indies and, this year, in 
England. 

But a batsman of Miandad's 
calibre does not languish for 
long. In Fatsalabad — in his 
own country, where he got 
those hundreds and' fifties 
against the Kiwis — Miandad 
took apart that famed Indian 
spin attack for his third Test 
century. That he remained un¬ 
beaten in both innings is testi¬ 
mony of his batting compe¬ 
tence. 

lyasHparency: Patrick Eagar 


YNDIA’s fitting reply to Pakistan 
was very heartening, irrespec¬ 
tive of the placidity of uie wicket. 
Credit must be given to the Indian 
batsmen for chasing such a huge 
total. Gavaskar led the way and 
Viswanath’s recent form shows 
more maturity and concentration. 
One never disputed h i s stroke- 
making ability, but now with ex¬ 
perience, he has tightened his de¬ 
fence. 

As far as our bowling is concern¬ 
ed, as 1 have said before, on the 
placid wickets in Pakistan, we’re 
going to have a hard time, espe¬ 
cially the spinners as they are not 
getting any younger. One must 
give credit to Kapil Dev for making 
his presence felt on a docile wic¬ 
ket. 

I was disappointed with Kir- 
mani’s ’keeping and was surprised 
to see Mobinder Amarnalh batting 
at No. 6 af.er his recent success in 
Australia. Unless this was motiva¬ 
ted by indisposition, 1 fail to under¬ 
stand 'his move. 

— NARl CONTRACTOR, former 
Test captain. 

cj' HE pitch was the villain. Every 
* expert had predicted the cha¬ 
racter of the wicket in a different 
way. To read a wicket correctly 
one has to ascertain the material 
and soil used, how much rolling 
has been done and water used. 
This wickei must have been heavily 
watered and rolled. In the process 
the top became deceptive. The 
only batsmen who succeeded in 
playing strokes were those who 
used (heir feet well. 

Mushtaq should have asked 
Qasim to bowl over the wicket into 
the rough spots made by the bowl¬ 
ers, as he is a left-arm spinner. 
Similarly, Bedi should have also 
bowled over the wicket to hit the 
rough marks. Mushtaq did this and 
succeeded. 

J. Naoomal, veteran crkketei. 


TT was a perfect batting wicket 
which did not help bowlers. 
Bedi should have tried to pin Za- 
heer down on the on-side where 
he is weak. I was not impressed by 
Majid. 

In the prevailing circumstances, 
our bowlers bowled quite weiL 
Gavaskar and Viswanath batted 
sensibly. After all, in chasing SOU 
runs, one has to be careful. 

— M. K. MANTRI. former 
Test cricketer. 

'T'O START with I never thought 
~ that a wicket could be so do¬ 
cile. 1 think our Kaopur wicket is 
much better — it helps bowlers on 
the fourth and fifth days. Our per¬ 
formance was impressive. Chasing 
more than 500 runs, we totalled 
462. Bui I am not hap^ the way 
the later batsmen shapetT After 414 
for 3, our batting crumbled. Our 
spinners bowled a good line and 
length. 

1 was happy to sec both Gavas¬ 
kar and Viswanath striking form 
togctbiv -r a rare thing. Vengsar- 
kar is improving. I fail to under¬ 
stand why be wen, into the .shell 
after reaching 70. Way back in 
1960-61, I had a look at the Lahore 
and Karachi wickets. The Lahore 
wicket will help bowlers initially 
for a couple of hours on the first 
day. 

— BAPU NADKARNl, former Test 
Cricketer. 

EITHER Pakistan’s much laik- 
ed about pace nor India’s 
mighty spinners could break t h e 
stalemate. At Faisalabad only a 
cynic could have expected a result. 

The Test was dominated by re¬ 
doubtable batsmen on both the 
sides, Z a h e c r Abbas’ fluent and 
graceful batting was the most do¬ 
minating feature of the Test. 

— SURESH SARAIYA, TeM 
coannentatar. 


Light on Packer's terms 


HATEVER may be the official 
” reports from Pakistan, a top 
emissary of Packer, en route to 
Lahore, said in Bombay on Tuev 
day that seven Indian players have 
been aq>proached, thou^ unoffi¬ 
cially, through a Pakistani Pac- 
keriie, to join the WSC group. Fur¬ 
ther negotiations will be carried 
out in Lahore where the terms of 
the contr::,; will be finalised. 

The same source said that one 
WSC director had met Indian 
Board officials in India in Septem¬ 
ber last and assured them that the 
Indian players, if signed, would 
always be available for official 


Test matches, including series 
abroad. 

WSC matches in which the In¬ 
dian players were included would 
be arranged in such a way that 
their Test match schedules would 
not be disturoed. It is learnt that 
Indian Cricket Board officials 
were sympathetic to the proposal, 
provided the Indian team was not 
‘broken up.’ 

This means that even if some of 
the Indian players sign for Packer, 
they will be made available to play 
against the West Indies this win¬ 
ter as well as the World Cup and 
the tour of England next surnmn-- 
— SHARAO KOTN18 
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Storm blows over, but... 

from KHALI D ANSARI in Lahoro 


LL speculation as regards the 
signing up of seven Indian cric¬ 
keters by Kerry Packer have been 
temporarily set at rest by manager 
Fatwsinhrao Gaekwad who has 
clarified in a signed statement 
that the reports “have no relation 
whatsoever with facts.” 

Said he: “I am singularly for¬ 
tunate enough to enjoy the fullest 
confidence of all members of the 
team and, therefore, had there 
been any basis to this rumour, 
they would have come and talked 
over the matter with me.” 

Gaekwad had denied the rumour 
the previous d^ in a radio inter¬ 
view with Ian Davies of the BBC. 
When asked what the Cri-Controi 
Board’s attitude would be in the 
event of the Indians joining Pac¬ 
ker, the manager retorted: “If I 
know the Board, and I know it 
pretty well, it will be quite sharp.” 

Asked whether there was any 
possibility of a ban by the Board, 
Gaekwad replied “It u quite pro¬ 
bable.” 

When I asked Bedi on the eve 
of the Faisalabad TwSt as to whe¬ 
ther there was any basis to the re¬ 
ports, the Indian skipper had re¬ 
plied: “It’s rubbish.” 

Whereas rumours have been scot¬ 
ched for the time being with Gaek- 
wad’s official statement, a conver¬ 
sation between K h a I i d Butt, 
SPORTSWEEK correspondent in 
Pakistan, and Asif Iqbal, vice-cap¬ 
tain of the Pakistan team, would 
indicate that this is not the end 
of the matter. 

Said Iqbal: “I have approached 
the Indian cricketers and we have 
discussed World Series Cricket but 
no contract has been signed nor 
have any terms been discussed.” 

He also stated that Linton Tay¬ 
lor of Packer’s WSC would be 
coming to Lahore during the se¬ 
cond Test to discuss matters with 
the Pakistani players who are 
under contract with Packer. 

It is generally believed that Paki¬ 
stanis Sarfraz, Javed Miandad and 
Haroon Rashid are committed to 

t 'oining Packer as is Indian wicket- 
:eeper Syed Kirmani—but no offi¬ 
cial contract has yet been signed. 

Packer’s modus qperandi is well 
known. The high priest’s emissaries 
are reputed to keep their cards 
fairly close to their chest. Their 
style has been labelled “cloak and 
dagger” by the establishment. 

And they strike — hard — at the 





Asif Iqbal... no temoa offeresi 

right time as they did when whip¬ 
ping the cream off the top of the 
West Indies, Australian and Paid- 
Sian teams. 

Packer has a reputation for be-' 
ing a very obstinate man. He hates 
defeat. With the battle-lines sharp¬ 
ly drawn between h i m and ffie 
boards of the various countries, he 
is out to prove a point — to hell 
with the costs. 

Rumour has it that the Australian 
newspaper and television tycoon 
has been casting “envious” eyes to¬ 
wards the subcontinent. He u well 
aware of the tremendous erase that 
cricket of the top variety generates 
in India and Pakisan and he is 
said to be thinking in terms of a 
combined India-Pakistan team to 
play against his WSC West Indies 
team in India and Pakistan. 

High placed officials in Bombay, 
Calcutta and elsewhere are obtain¬ 
ing grounds for such a series and 
it is learnt that the response has 
been favourable os might only be 
expected what with the stakes be¬ 
ing as high as they are. 

4 

There is another school of 
thou^t which maintains that Pac¬ 
ker IS not so much interested in 



BbiMn Bedi . . . H's nibbhdi 


organising a series in the subcon¬ 
tinent as he is in “ruining” the 
forthcoming India-West Indies Test 
Series. 

Reports of the hue and cry 
back home as also the Board’s 
thinking on the issue have reached 
the players on this tour. Some of 
them who were already puszled by 

g ie intricacies of taxation and high 
nance ore now even more bewil¬ 
dered as to the course of action 
which they can, and more impor¬ 
tantly, should take. There have 
been second thoughts and sm-ious 
soul-searching. 

The money involved is so big 
that the Indians can be forgiven 
for showing what has been extra¬ 
ordinary interest in the “discus¬ 
sions” initiated by Asif Iqbal. But 
the apple cart of those among them 
who bad endeavoured to keep the 
discussions a closely guarded sec¬ 
ret has been upset. 

The storm has blown over for 
the time being. But it would be 
imprudent to write the issue off 
altogether. The memory of Pac¬ 
ker’s acquisitions and the manner 
.in which they have been wooed is 
still too fresh for that. 
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The bowlers'graveyard 


A fter one qukk look at the 
Iqbal Stadium pitch on the eve 
of tne first Test at Faisalabad, 
Bishan Bedt said to a leading light 
of the organising committee, "When 
your masons have finished building 
this wicket, please ask them to 
build my toaib.” 

That remark, funnv, but bearing 
a trace of des|>air, eloquently con¬ 
veyed the sentiments of the bowl¬ 
ers on either side. The pitch had 
had a lot of rolling as it baked 
under a fierce mid-October sun. 

Superficially, t h e pitch looked 
like the old-style pitches at Ja- 
maica’.s Sabina Park — rock hard, 
even in texture and bearing a 
smooth glaze on top. If you rapped 
your knuckles on it, it gave nut 
the sound of knocking on a table 
top. 

With Sabina Park in mind, one 
expected it to play fast and bouncy 
on the first morning before it set¬ 
tled into a nice gentle pace. But 
the expected pace and bounce at 
the start of the match never mate¬ 
rialised. It started off easy and be¬ 
came slower and slower with each 
passing day. 

The top surface may have been 
hard, but the undersoil, perhaps 
because of its inherent quality, was 
not bound so compactly as to let 
the ball leap about. 

So the tame draw, with the last 
day and a half’s cricket almost 
irrelevant, was more the outcome 
of the pitch’s nature than the ap- 

f »roach of the adversaries. Bv 
unch on the second day, with 
Pakistan’s score 385 for five, only 
two results were possible — a 
Pakistan victory or a draw. 

Even by the end of the third day. 


with India having negotiated the 
second new ball and scored 291 for 
three, a draw seemed more than 
likely and the issue was beyond 
doubt half way through the fourth 
morning. All events thereafter 
were of academic interest. 

When one reflects on the grim 
tempo of the last series between 
India and Pakistan, in 1960-61 with 
the scoring rate per session rarely 
exceeding 55 or 60. Pakistan got 
their total of 503 for eight declared 
with refreshing freedom at a rale 
of 3f runs per over. 

Zaheer’s innings of 176 was as 
free and breezy as any recent Test 
innings I have seen, Javed Mian- 
dad’s 154 not out was less specta¬ 
cular but in accord with the sup¬ 
porting role in which he was cast. 
Majid Khan also pleased the eye 
during his 47 at the start of the 
innings. 

India’s rate of progress was even 
with Pakistan’s until Viswanath 
was out just before lunch on the 
fourth day, at 414. In terms of 
time India may have been slower, 
but it must be remembered lha* 
the Pakistanis not only bowled a 
deplorably low over-rate of around 
11 io 12 an hour, but also tended 
to bowl negatively. Tlie fast bowl¬ 
ers pitched short and Mushtaq, on 
the fourth day, consistently bowl¬ 
ed a line on or outside the leg 
stump. 

With a total of 503 behind him. 
Mushtaq should have been on the 
attack all the time, even if condi¬ 
tions were so heavily loaded in 
the batsmen’s favour. His thinking 
was so much that of an English 
captain, with the accent on con¬ 
tainment. 

Mushtaq seemed obsessed wi'h 


the idea that Indian batsmen, most 
of them short-siatured, are vulner¬ 
able to the short-pitched delivery. 
Indeed they are, but they were 
hardly likely to be bothered on this 
cushion of a pitch. 

To get the ball up a reasonable 
heidt, Sarfraz and Imran Khan 
pit»ed shorter and shorter, dig¬ 
ging the ball in three or four times 
an over. Chetan Chauhan was the 
only victim of their plan, and that 
after the opening partnership had 
put on 97. 

It was admirable the way Gavas¬ 
kar, who richly deserved the cen¬ 
tury he missed by 11 runs, played- 
the ball down from under his chin. 
Viswanath’s 145 was not the most 
glamorous innings we have seen 
him play in a Test match, but it 
was certainly the most disciplined 
and responsible effort he has made 
in a long time. 

Dilip Vengsarkar played the part 
that Miandad had done for Paki¬ 
stan. Cohsidering the big total In¬ 
dia faced. it was right that he 
should have kept himself in the 
background durini^ his marathon 
partnership with Vi.swanath. But be 
became absolutely inert after the 
break in this partnership — 14 runs 
in 8.3 minutes and at one stage, 
three runs in an hour. 

For all his ability, Vengsarkar is 
a slow learner and no feature of 
his batsmanship is more disappoint, 
ing than his running between the 
wickets, llicre were several occa¬ 
sions when he turned down oppor¬ 
tunities of taking runs. The most 
laring was when he placed the 
all about four feet to the riidu of 
Iqbal Qasim, a left-hander, and 
showed not the slightest inclination 
to run. 

Not even such masters as Gava.s- 
kar and Viswanath took all the 



■O 





Imran Khan drivaa Prasamta p'acefuliy for four runs 


runs they could have mode. But 
admit lediy. they had both batted 
long under a hot sun and were 
probably tired. After losing to Aus¬ 
tralia by a hair's breadth at Bris¬ 
bane and Perth last year, I would 
have thought that India's batsmen 
would be more alive to the impor¬ 
tance of sharp running between 
the wickets. 

They were shown up badly in 
this respect in Australia by the 
veteran Bobby Simpson. Placing 
and running not only adds to the 
total, but disturbs the rhythm of 
the bowlers and puts the opposing 
skipper under pressure. 

These fundamentals hardly need 
stressing at a side with a higher 
average of Test appearances than 
any in contemporary iiiteriiaiioiial 
cricket. Slowness in the field was 
just_ as marked. This generation of 
Indian cricketers is beyond re¬ 
demption. But is anybody showing 
the way to the next generation? 


achievement and he also has an 
astute cricketing brain. 

The shadow of Packer was cast 
over this Test match with two res¬ 
ponsible Indian journalists offer¬ 
ing the information that seven 
members of the Indian party had 
been drawn into the world series 
net. 

The manager, the Maharaja of 
Baroda, issued a statement to the 
effect that he had discussed the 
mailer with the players and was 
assured that no negotiations had 
taken place. His Highness is too ex¬ 
perienced in .'.Ticket administration 
to .sweep the dust under the carpet 
and ho is too upright a man to mi.s. 
lead anyone, least of all the public. 


At the same time, I am assured 
by sources close to Packer that 
there have been discussions and 
while it is true that no firm offers 
have been made, carrots are about 
to be dangled. 

Whether the players finally bite 
at the forbidden fruit or not is an¬ 
other matter. It should not be of¬ 
fered at all while they are pre¬ 
occupied with playing for their 
country. 

Individual liberty and free enter¬ 
prise are all very well, but the In¬ 
dian Board should make it known 
forthwith to its Pakistan counter¬ 
part that the team has not been 
sent here for its players to be 
brainwa.shed and enticed by Pac¬ 
ker’s minions. 


Good show, India 


from MAQSOOD AHMED 
(farmer Pakistan Test cricketer) 


It was heartening to see the Test 
played in such a friendly spirit de- 
.spite the pressures of a “local 
Derby.” However the atmosphere 
was soured .somewhat by the rub 
between umpire .Shakoor Rana and 
Gavaskar over Mohinder Amar- 
nath’s followihrough. 

Rana was sufficiently aggrieved 
as to refuse to go ou* on the last 
morning till his honour was vindi¬ 
cated. Gavaskar's conduct, from 
lime to time, embarrasses those 
who would like to sec him captain 
India one day. I am afraid the 
strangest vote against his appoint¬ 
ment is his own. 

This is a pity because he has the 
ability to inspire by personal 


¥ NDIA fought back gallantly and 
* with determination after endur¬ 
ing tremendous pressure in the 
first Test. In the drawn game, In¬ 
dia put .'P a remarkable show of 
competence, courage and resilience 
at Faisalabad’s Iqbal Stadium. 

The wicket was full of runs, had 
an even bounce and the ball came 
on to the bat — a phenomenon 
very conducive to batting. Pakistan 
fully availed themselves of the ad¬ 
vantage by accumulating a mam¬ 
moth score. 

The pre.ssurcs on the Indians 
were psychological as well as phy¬ 
sical. Under the circumstances, (he 
immediate task for the tourists was 
to avoid a follow-on. And this had 
to be done in the face of hostile 


and penetrating bowling by Paki¬ 
stan’s quickies, who clearly enjoy a 
high international rating. 

In addition, India began their 
innings in the last session of the 
second day's play. During those 
crucial 95 minutes the Indian front- 
liners had to undergo the most 
testing period of endurance as well. 
Earlier, the strains of alertness 
and the exhaustion of chasing and 
retrieving the ball on the field must 
have been tiresome. 

Y u t, Gavaskar and Chauhan 
handled the situation magnificent- 
ly. Far from being overawed Iqr 
the conditions, the Indian openers 
settled down to bat with applica¬ 
tion, dedication and concentration. 

Pakistan, with an enormous total 
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MiandiUi steps out and drives Bedi 


behind them, attacked with full 
force. Imran Khan bowled really 
fast and Sarfraz too had consider¬ 
able speed. Both intimidated the 
batsmen and, early in the innings, 
threatened to run through the In¬ 
dian defense. Their short-pitched 
deliveries rose with fearsome pace 
and the batsmen received several 
blows on their body. But, inspite of 
this menace, the tourists remained 
intrepid. The openers* strategy was 
evident from me beginning. They 
had decided to get away from the 
bouncers and see throu^ the shine 
of the new ball. 

Gavaskar was supremely confi¬ 
dent, imaginative and tecnnically 
correct. Chauhan on the other handL 
was a little erratic at times. But 
despite the few blemishes, he bat¬ 
ted assiduously, and at the day's 
end it was evident that the Indians 
would raise a formidable total in 
their first innings. 

The number of no-balls called 
also proved that the pacemen were 
putting in all their eBorts, although 
with little success. With the pitch 
offering no assistance to the bowl¬ 
ers, the so-called dreaded weapon 
of pace — bouncers — was blunted 
even before it could cause any 
destruction. And slowly the possi¬ 
bility of avoiding a follow-on look¬ 
ed bright. 

But the psycholooicBl pressure 
could have been eliminated only 
with the addition of quite a few 
runs at a reasonable cost. For this, 
the openers appeared to be reas- 
.sured on the third morning. For 
more than an hour they were to¬ 
gether at the crease and seemed to 
enjoy it. However, after the depar¬ 
ture of Chauhan. the Indian inning.s 
began to look shaky. 

Surinder’s stay was uncertain. 
His flashy batting did not fit with 
the set pattern. The stroke which 
he attempted and missed causing 
his dismissal proved it to the hilt. 
It was, perhaps, a temptation to go 
across the line in the last over be¬ 
fore lunch. 

Nonetheless, Gavaskar held the 
fort with his unwavering concen¬ 
tration and application. With Vis- 
wanath getting into his stride, 
Gavaskar looked completely at 
ease. Their partnership was plea¬ 
sant, productive and came at a very 
suitable time. After Gavaskar’s de¬ 
parture Viswanath took up the res¬ 
ponsibility and carried it with 
great authority. Vengsarkar, at 
this stage, did not seem to face an^ 
problems. The Pakistani guns, it 
appeared, had been silenced. 

Imran and Sarfraz relied far too 
much on the short-pitched deliver¬ 
ies and. in the process, they ex¬ 
posed themselves. After that, they 
were left with no element of sur¬ 
prise. Also, they ignored the ad¬ 
vantages of line and length in their 
hurry to destroy the opposition. 

For long spells there were seven 


fielders in the slips or in close 
caiching positions, which was only 
a futile exercise to convince the 
batsmen of the dangers that just 
weren’t there. Allocating an un¬ 
limited time for attack defeated its 
own purpose. 

The over-rate was much slower 
while the pacemen bad been in 
operation from both ends. Lesser 
deliveries meant Ics-ser chances of 
getting the Indians out. 

Perhaps if Pakistan had attacked 
wi h a spin-cum-pacc combination 
after the hall had l<».st its shine, 
they could have achieved more suc¬ 
cess. cspiK:ially with Imran and 
Sarfraz, alternating af.er suflicient 
rest periods. 

Pakistan brought on the pressure 
on the visitors early in the match 
through t w o outstanding perfor¬ 
mances by Zahecr Abbas and Javed 
Miandad. Zaheer produced an ex¬ 
traordinary innings. He hit >he ball 
on the rise with effarilc.s.s case, 
and on the back foot he found 
room enough to play deliveries 
which were slightly short of a 
length. His was undoubtedly a 
superlative performance. He w a s 
rather unfortunate not to have go: 
a second hundred in <he Test in 
the second innings. Miartlad •.•ij* 
ressed his natural ur,';c .-if -.itoke- 
making to give Zaheer ;hc much- 
needed support. 

In fact the match scenicd to t>-- 
veering India’s way w.ten. after 
a sound opening s'aiiii oy Maiit. 
and Sadiq, Pakistan lost thri.: 
wickets with just ovei a 
runs on the board. Pakistan’s huge 
score also showed that their bats¬ 
men, even while facing the world’s 
finest spin bowlers, were still 
formidable. 


Pak too 
cautious 

from KHAUD BUTT 
(The Pakktaa Tfaneo) 
RICKET has a way of mocking 
experts and those who consi¬ 
der themselves the final authority 
on the po.ssible outcome of mat¬ 
ches. The first-ever Test match at 
Faisalabad — Pakistan’s new cric¬ 
ket centre — was no exception to 
that rule. 

A distinguished former cricketer 
had “smelt a rat” without even 
looking at the wicket and predicted 
that “Pakistan was u p I o some 
tricks.” Even after surveying this 
asphalt-like pitch he felt it would 
favour fast bowlers like Imran 
Khan. Nothing of the sort happened. 

Even when the Test ended in a 
draw the much-talked about and 
suspected strip looked solid tor 
many more days. 1,272 runs had 
been scored and only 21 wickets 
had fallen in five days. 

The Faisalabad wicket provided 
no evidence to suuest that the 
bowler had any .semblance of hope 
to match his prowess against the 
batsman. 

Yet this looked strange and 
something seemed to have gone 
wrong somewhere. I have known 
this wickc: to be different. It cer¬ 
tainly has some grass and was said 
:o assist pace bowlers, especially 
in die inif'.i: liour or so. How this 
radical change came about puzzled 
me, some -niembers of the Pakistan 
Cricket Board' and even former 
Test cricketers. 

It appears that the groundsman 
chose to play safe. The grass was 
.shaved off and the heavy roller 
•verlMf 
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WariiD Bari bowled by Oumdra 


used with such impunity during the 
last fortnight so as to make it a 
solid piece of rock. Such prepara¬ 
tion turned (he pitch into a bat.«- 
man’s paradise. 

Still, I fail to comprehend what 
was the ultimate purpose of these 
play-safe tactics. Pakistan have in 
Imran, Sarfraz and Sikandcr good 
users of the new ball, and with 
such brilliant stroke-players like 
Majid, Zaheer, M i a n d a d, Asif, 
Mi^taq and Imran they can easily 
combat any bowling attack. 

Zaheer Abbas confirmed his high 
class. He proved, if proof is still 
needed, that he is matchle.ss on 
hard and firm wickets. His knocks 
of 176 and % earned him the ‘Man 
of the Match* award. *101 his first 
innings knock will linger in one’s 
memory. I have seen all his three 
previous Test hundreds, but this 
was in a class by itself. 

Javed Miandad looked far too 
assured and experienced for his 
years. He proved to be the sheet- 
anchor after Zaheer left. Asif hit 
his way out of a lean patch. There 
is nothing more enjoyable than to 
see Asif in full flow. It is a treat 
to see him dance down the wicket 
and loft his drives. 

Majid showed only brief glimp¬ 
ses at his best and Sadia may pro¬ 
bably have played his last Test 
match. 

As for the bowlers, both Imran 
and Sarfraz could not make any 
impression on (his unresponsive 

g itch. While Sarfraz showed that 
e could use the seam after the 
shine was off with the same faci¬ 
lity, Imran was erratic and bowled 
far too many no-balls. * Mushtaq 
exploited a patch and used his 
wrist-spin effectively. Iqbal Qasim 
was brought into the attack late 
and was handled indifferently by 
Mushtaq. Wasim Bari was a sharp 
contrast to Kirmani. who had a 
poor match. 

The Indians, too, had their mo¬ 
ments of satisfaction. Even though 
Gavaskar failed to score a hundred, 
he proved to be the team’s saviour. 
He sacrificed self for team. Viswa- 
nath burst into top form at the 
right time. His drives and leg-side 
placings were a treat to watch. 


How they fell 

PafcMua lat Iminca 

Majid Khan bowled Bed! 47 — 
tried to pull an armer which kept 
low. Played across the line. 

Sadiq Mohammad cau^t and 
bowled Bedi 41 — stepped out and 
on-drove a ball which came into 
him. Played too soon. 

Zaheer Abbas caught Viswanath 
bowled Prasanna 176 — played up- 
pishlv forward to off-to-eok. Caught 
off the inside edge. 

Mushtaq Mohammad caught 
Gavaskar o 0 w 1 e d Chandra 5 — 
attempted to sweep, caught off pad 
and bat at short-ieg. 

Javed Miandad not out 154. 

Asif Iqbal cau^t Chauhan bowl¬ 
ed Bedi 0 — did not get to the 
pitch of the boll; edged to forward 
short-leg. 

Imran Khan caught Vengsarkar 
bowled Chandra 32 — lofted catch 
to mid-on, hitting against spin. 

Wasim Bari bowled Chandra 3 — 
missed line of flipper. 

Sarfraz Nawaz Ibw Chandra 18 — 
hit over and across a shooter. 

Sikander Bakht not out 16. 

Extras — 11. 

Total — 503 for 8 declared. 

Fall of wickets: 1-84; 2-99; 3-110; 
4-365; 5-378; 6-445; 7-452, 8476. 

BOWLING: 

Kapil Dev 16—2—71—0; M. 
Amarnaih 7—0—44—0; Bedi 
49 _ 9 —124—3; Prasanna 42—11— 
123—1; Chandrasekhar 36—6— 
130—4. 

India 1st Innisiga 

Sunil Gavaskar b It^bal Qasim 
89 — stepped out to drive, missed 
the line. 

Cheian Chauhan c Bari b Sar¬ 
fraz 46 played back to bouncer. 
Ball flew off the shoulder of the 
hat. 

Surinder Amarnath c Miandad 
b Mushtaq 35 — tried to sweep top- 
spinner, caught at forward short 
leg. 

Gundappa Viswanath b Mushtaq 
145 — tried to sweep leg-break, 
missed and was bowling round his 
missed and was bowled round his 
legs. 

Dilip Vengsarkar c Bad b Imran 
83 — edged an away going de¬ 
livery while playing tentatively 
forward. 

Mohinder Amarnath c Bari b 
Sarfraz 4 — edged delivery outside 
off-stump while playing forward. 


—at a glance 

Syed Kirmani c Qasim b Mushtaq 
1 — pulled full toss to long leg. 

Kapil Dev c Haroon Rashid b 
Mushtaq 8 — miscued a pull and 
was caught at extra cover. 

E. A. S. Prasanna not out 10. 

Bishan Bedi run out 1 — Qasim 
broke wicket at the bowler’s end 
with direct throw from mid-wicket. 

B. S. Chandrasekhar did not bat. 

Extras (4 byes, 2 leg-byes, 34 no¬ 
balls) 40. 

Total 462 for 9 declared. 

Fall of wickets: 1-97; 2-147; 3-248; 
4414, 5421; 6425; 7-445; 6447; 
9462. 

BOWLING: 

Imran Khan 34.5—5—111—1; 
Sarfraz Nawaz 37—6—105— 2i 
Sikander Bakht 2 * 1 13 86 — 0; 
Mushtaq 27—10—55—4; Qasim 
20-3—65—1. 

Paidstan 2nd IntiineB 

Sadiq Mohammad c Gavaskar b 
Kapil Dev 16 — went forward to 
drive, edge to second slip. 

Majid Khan c Chauhan b Pra¬ 
sanna 34 — failed to get in line 
while playing forward and offered 
catch at short square leg off the 
inside edge. 

Zaheer Abbas c Chauhan b Gavas¬ 
kar 96 — attempted big hit, caught 
at long on. 

Asif Iqbal b Surinder Amarnath 
104 — missed line when trying to 
hit the ball pitched on the middle 
stump. 

Javed Miandad not out 6. 

Extras (2 byes, 3 no balls, 3 leg- 
byes) 8. 

Total 264 for four decl. 

Fall of wickets: 1-54; 2-60; 3-226; 
4-264. 

BOWUNG: 

Kapil Dev 12—3—25—1; M. 
Amarnath 10—1—43—0; Bedi 12— 

4— 40—0; Chandra 12—1 4 9 -0; 
Prasanna 14—4—34—1; Chauhan 

5— 0—26—0; Gavaskar 5—0—34—1; 
$. Amarnath 1.5—0—S—I, 

India Znd Innitigi 

Chetan Chauhan not out 29, Sunil 
Gavaskar not out 8. Extras 7. Total 
(for no loss) 44. 

BOWLING: 

Imran 6—^2—15—0; Sarfraz 
2—1——3——0; Miandad 3—1—4-—0; 
Sadiq 4—0^16—0; Qasim 4' -4— 
0 — 0 . 

— K.A. 
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Khalid Ansari's 



Pak tour diary 


^HE brothers Mohammad — 
Mushtaq, Sadiq and (selector) 
Hanif have been given a great deal 
of “stick” by the press and public 
here. 

Sadiq who batted and fielded fcHT;' 
part of the time in a helmet was 
constantly booed and heckled by 
spectators for having dropped two 
catches. Students in the stands con¬ 
stantly chanted “Sadiq tba” (Down 
with Sadiq) and “Sadiq ko koday 
lagao (flog Sadiq). 

Captain Mushtaq (who like Im¬ 
ran wore WSC shirts) has been 
criticised for introducing Iqbal 
Qasim, a specialist bowler, into the 
attack only after 60 overs when 
204 runs had been scored. 

Hanif, who is a national Elector 
has been taken to task for pre¬ 
paring the placid wicket, termed 
the “graveyard” of bowlers and for 
making the match the long yawn 
that it has been. It is learnt that 
he supervised the preparation of 
the wicket by “remote control” 
over the telephone from Karachi. 


OURINDER, the elder of the 
Amarnath brothers, made no 
secret of his displeasure over be¬ 
ing given out by umpire Shakoor 
Rana. He told me that the ball 
had i^one off his pads. But then 
rare is the batsman in any pan of 
the world who willingly confesses 
to having been given out correctly 
in such situations. 


^ISWANATH and Anshuman 
' Gaekwad will be joined by 
wives Kavita and Jyoti respectively 
in Lahore. Viswanath proudly 
draws attention to the fact that his 
marriage has 'Resulted in the scor¬ 
ing in quick succession of his 
highest score in first class cricket 
— 246 for Karnataka versus Uttar 
Pradesh in the Ranji Trophy final 
this season and his hipest score 
in Test cricket—145 in Faisalabad. 


A nnoyed by what he termed 
“unnecessary, presistent short- 
pitched delivmia especial^ when 
our batsmen were not booking 
them” Bishan Bedi had intended 
“sorting out this matter once and 


for aU" with rival skipper Mushtaq 
Mohammad but changed his mind. 

Sarfiras and Imran who bowled a 
haallle first spell gave the India 
openers a torrid time with a succes¬ 
sion of bouncers bowled to an at¬ 
tacking field. 

Imran’s very first ball was a 
bouncer. Bedi thou^t this was “un¬ 
called for psychoTomcal warfare, 
pressure tactics whi» were doom¬ 
ed to failure.” 


A MAN of few words, Sunil 
^ Gavaskar, is also true to his 
word. He had promised manager 
Fatchsinhrao Gaekwad at the start 
of the tour that he would do noth¬ 
ing “reckless” on the tour. 

He kept his promise in the Fai¬ 
salabad Test and was the epitome 
of patience and restraint in his 
knock of 89 in which he sacrificed 
personal considerations iq the lar¬ 
ger interest of the team. 

Another 11 runs would have 
earned him the distinction of scor¬ 
ing a century on debut against 
Pakistan and of hitting a ton 
against every country against which 
he has played. 


W HEN Viswanath completed his 
century in Faisalabad he be¬ 
came the first Indian to record^ a 
century against every aountry with 
which India has cricketing rela¬ 
tions. Polly Umrikar has recorded 
hundreds against all countries but 
one — Australia — and Sunil 
Gavaskar needs a century in this 
series to emulate Viswanath's feat. 

P AKISTAN all-rounder Imran 
Khan, who according to .some 
female fans here, ‘‘resembles a 
Greek God” is looking forward to 


having a go at the Indian batsmen 
in the Lahore Test. He told me on 
the flight to Lahore from Faisala¬ 
bad that he was hopeful that he 
would be “100 per cent” fit for the 
second Test. 

“I had not bowled very much 
before the Faisalabad Test because 
of my back trouble but I hope to 
be able to do better after the 
loosening up in Faisalabad.” 

“Immy” developed blisters on 
his feet as a result of the long 
bowling spell on the heartless Iqbal 
'Stadium wicket. 


npHE arrangements at Faisalabad 
were extremely good when one 
takes into account the fact that this 
was the first occasion when a Test 
was played there. The untiring 
efforts of the posts and telegrapji.s 
authorities for the exiieditious 
clearance of press messages were 
particularly commendable 


T NOIA's captain Bishan Singh 
Bedi has expressed satisfaction 
with his team’s performance in the 
Faisalabad Test. 

“All things considered we put up 
a good show” said he. "Since a 
decision was out of the question on 
that mazaar (tomb) — meaning 
the wicket. Yes, you can quote me 
on that. All that we could do was 
play for a draw. 

“It is wickets such as these 
which sound the dcathknell of cric¬ 
ket. Let’s hope we come up against 
a greeniop at Lahore as is the ex¬ 
pectation. We wUl put up a really 
good show, 1 promise you.” 

Bedi also expressed satisfaction 
with his team’s over-rate as well as 

overleaf 



Pakiean’s PaAerilcs .... ZMieer Abbas (left), Asif fqfcal, 
Majid KiMn, Imran Khan and Muidiiaq 
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the rate of scoring both of which, 
according to him, were superior to 
those of Pakistan "despite the fact, 
mind you, that our batsmen had to 
face a number of short-pitched de¬ 
liveries and balls outside tho 
stumps off which scoring was not 
possible.** 

He termed the “incident" con¬ 
cerning umpire Shakoor Rana as 
“extremely unfortunate. We are all 
very sorry that it happened but 
then ....*' It was ■'bwous Bedi 
did not want to say it ip so many 
words but the fact of the matter is 
that some Indian players have not 
been overly happy with some of 
the umpiring decisions—the warn¬ 
ing to Mohinder for allegedly run¬ 
ning on the wicket on his follow- 
through, the turning down of the 
appem for what some of them con¬ 
sidered a “clean" catch offered by 
Sadiq to Viswanath in the slips in 
the second innings — and the fact 
that some of the Pakistan players 
have been allegedly indulging in 
gamesmanship on the field in the 
manner of Tony Greig, and Ian 
Chappell who were notorious for 
“psyching out” the opposing bats¬ 
men by abusing, and calling them 
names. But then such is the style 
of today’s pros. 

Bedi vehemently denied reports 
that his players had been having 
“negotiations" regarding joining 
Packer. "Whereas it is true that we 
have discussed the possibility 
among ourselves and with some 
others, it is absolutely nonsense to 
allege that any offers have been 
ma^ or that we have discussed 
terms." 

Take it from me the team-spirit 
which now exists is tremendous 
and none of the boys would do 
anything without mutual consulta¬ 
tions — and most importantly with¬ 
out consulting he Board. I for one 
would not dream of doing anything 


without the Board’s approval. That 
is the present position.” 

Bedi was full of praise for the 
two tour officials who he termed a 
“great team." “As far as I am con¬ 
cerned our manager (Bedi refers 
to him as ’Mister Manager’) is a 
fantastic person, a great human be¬ 
ing. He is doing a marvellous job 
as manager and what 1 have learnt 
from him on this trip I shall re¬ 
member all my life.” 


ATEHSINHRAO GAEKWAD, 
" manager of the Indian cricket 
team, has said that he has no com¬ 
plaints whatsoever against the um¬ 
piring in the first Test at Faisala 
bad. 

Gaekwad was replying to ques¬ 
tions as to whether some members 
of the Indian team had expressed 
dissatisfaction in private over the 
umpiring in the Test. 

He attributed the delayed start 
—by 11 minutes—on the last day 
to “misunderstanding" between 
Bedi and umpire Shakoor Rana 
after the latter had cautioned Mo¬ 
hinder Amarnath for running on 
the wicket on his follow-throu^. 
Mohinder had been warned Dy 
Shakoor in the first innings as well 
on the same score. 

Following the incident Gavaskar 
had been seen talking animatedly 
with Rana and rumour had it that 
Rana had refused to stand on the 
fifth morning allegedly in protest 
against Gavaskar's “abusive langu¬ 
age" and had demanded an apology 
from Gavaskar. 

Gaekwad emphasised that no 
apology “either written or oral" 
had been tendered and that Bedi 
and Rana had “shaken hands” after 
which the match commenced. 

Gaekwad reminded newspapers 
correspondents in the press box 
that he had predicted that the 


match would see $00 nun aeored. 
He Mid with a wink in chaste 
Urdu “I am no expert on wkketa.” 
When questioned as to whir in that 




ting the wicket at the end of each 
day’s plsy, the Maharaja chuckled 
“Just for the heck of it. For my 
daily constitutional, you might 
My.” 

Fatehsinhrao stated that it 
would be most ’incorrect” to blame 
the teams for the dull draw at Fai- 
salabad. “One should blame the 
wicket, instead:” 

He said that there could possibly 
be no result in the other two 'Tests 
as well if the groundsmen came up 
with wickets similar to the one 
here. 

Zaheer, according to Gaekwad, 
was the outstanding player of the 
match. “His batting was just tre¬ 
mendous,” be said. Of the Indians 
he singled out Gavaskar, Viswa¬ 
nath and Vengsarkar. 

One .correspondent pointed out 
that he had inspected the wicket 
at the Gaddafi Stadium, Lahore, the 
previous week and had seen some 
grass on it. "Do irou think your 
team can win at Lahore if the 
groundsman comes up with a 
green top?” 

“Inshallah” (God willing) re¬ 
plied the jovial former Maharaja 
whose greetings since his arrival 
in Pakistan to all and sundry has 
been “Salam alai kum” (May God 
be with you). 



A fan chain Javed Miandad 
after he had conwlemd his 
cenhiry fat the first Test 
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Sadiq Mohanwnad, wMb helmet »n, hook-s Kapil Dev to the square leg fence 



Surinder Amarnoilli hoolu a liffer from Imran Kfaan to die boundary 
.no heAmet here 
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Surindcr Amarnatfa in a spot ei tlroid>le 


Mudidaq .... wbcre did fluq one go? 
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ZAHEER ABBAS; 

Zahecr was a class by hinaeU. He plagreil 
80 imiinfps of supreme confidence, culiiing 
and driving wMi equal power and grace. 

— Lata AmamaHi 


Zaheer was absorbing to 
idayed savage power off the 
mhuibng osie or Clive Lloyd. 


to watch. He dis- 
the bade foof, re- 


— N. S. Raanaswami 

There is mucli about Zaheer that renrfnda 
one of Soeed Ahmed. He has (he aaine Il!he 
frame, file same fluency and grace and (be 
same afatlify lo take hranediaec command of 
the bowling In next to no ibne he bad 
taken (he Indian attack by storm. WHhJn 
minulies he had demoUshed U. 

— K. N. Prfibhtt 




JATEO MIANDAD; 

Defending when he had to, but 
hiding powerfully when he could, 
IMSandad proved a moM determined 
b aa sm an. The bowling looked 
ordinary againai ADandad. 

— N. S. Ramaawnml 
Miandad punches the ball wMi 
power . He took advantage of any* 
(hing that was ehfaer overpkb^ 
or ibort at length. 

— K. N. Prahiin 
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The Aussie 

K erry PACKER is already cas^ 
ing a covetous eye on the new 
generation of Australian batsmen. 

Two youngsters called Peter Too- 
hey and Graeme Wood have so 
caught the public imagination he is 
believed to be plotting their defec¬ 
tion to World Series Cricket. 

Whether he succeeds or not —• 
and that may depend on the cur¬ 
rent legal action involving the 
latest deserter Jeff Thomson—his 
interest serves as a timely warning 
to England as they prepare to de¬ 
fend the Ashes. 

On the face of it, England steep¬ 
ed in professionalism, rich in ex¬ 
perience, bright with promise, 
should have nothing to fear from 
a side decimated by Packer. 

But, as Alec Bedser, chairman of 
the selectors, has warned and Doug 
Insole, the tour manager will em¬ 
phasise. such thoughts could be 
dangerous. 

They point out that Australia are 
always capable of producing their 
own special kind of talent . . . and 
T o 0 h e y and Wood are prime 
examples. 

A) 24, and with only eight Test 
matches behind him, Touhey is 
reckoned to be the must exciting 
batsman in Australia. 


challenge 

Like Doug Walters, he comes 
from New ^utb Wales. Like Wal¬ 
ters, he is a wriaty, aggressive, 
middle-order stroke-player. Unlike 
Walters, he is also capable of play¬ 
ing straight and graxting for sur- 
vivaL 

And he proved himself to be 
player of genuine class by scoring 
122 and 97 in the fifth Test in the 
West Indies earlier this year. 

Wood is even younger at 21, 
with only six Tests to his name, 
yet he has been Australia’s most 
consistent batsman during the past 
12 months. 

lie is a left-handed opener from 
Weittern Australia with a wide 
range of strokes that have brou^t 
521 Test runs — 474 of them 
against the powerful West Indies 
pace attack — for an average of 
43.42. 

Clearly it would be a severe blow 
to Australia if Packer got his grasp¬ 
ing hands on either of them — 
especially now they have lost 
Bobby Simi>son who has retired 
again after picking up the pieces 
as stop-gap skipper. 

But England must not under¬ 
estimate the man widely tipped as 
Simpson’s successor—Graham Yal- 
lop who once played Surrey club 
cricket with Dulwich. 



Graham Yallop . . . lOcely 
10 lead 

Still only 25, this Victorian left¬ 
hander had to fight to establish 
himself but has now developed into 
a cool, mature cricketer. 

A magnificent century against 
India last season and a successful 
West Indian tour enhanced his re¬ 
putation as one of the most polish¬ 
ed batsmen in the'country. 

The batsmen 

HE most experienced is Gary 
Cosier, who scored a rousing 
century In the first of his 16 Tests 
against the West Indies three years 
ago. 

His form has been detwiorsting 
sadly ever since. He failed miser¬ 
ably in the Centenary Test, could 



Wayne Clark (left). Kim Kiiidies and Craig Serjeant . . 
in die run for Test places 
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Peter Toohey Ausb'alia’s bdititest battinc proq>ect 


not win a Test place on the 1977 
England tour and cannot be cer¬ 
tain of selection this winter. 


After Thommo, who? 


Nor can Craig Serjeant, who has 
played in 12 Tests since making 81 
on his Lord's debut in 1977 but 
was dropped after four Te.sts 
against India. 

The stocky West Australian was 
Simpson’s vice<aptain, but he could 
not fathom the wiles of India’s 
spinners. 

But England are more likely to 
face 21-year-old Rick Darling, a 
short fiery strokemaker.from &uih 
Australia who has not done himself 
justice in his first four Tests. 

' He will be an exciting prospect 
if he can control his nerves. If he 
can’t Australia may look to the 
grafters like Paul Hibberts. an¬ 
other Victorian left-hander with 
BUI Lawry’s dour approach, or 
Rick Charlesworth, an Olympic 
hockey player from Western Aus¬ 
tralia with a fine temperament. 

But the man they would really 
like to see break through is Queens¬ 
land's David Ogilvie, a dashing 
batsman who was only the fourth 
man in history to score more than 
1,000 runs in Sheffield Shield com¬ 
petition last season. 


*T*HERE were no more sleepless 
^ nights for England’s tour bats¬ 
men — apart from Geoff Boycott 
who has other things on his mind 
— from the moment Jeff Thomson 
said he w.asn't going to play for 
Australia any more. 

It was the worst blow to the 
great Antipodean pursuit of Pom- 
mie bashing in more than a cen¬ 
tury of Test conflict between the 
two countries. 

Australia’s hopes and England’s 
fears centred on the hefty shoul¬ 
ders of the famous fast bowler who 
had taken 145 wickets in 32 Tests, 
but more significantly 72 in only 
14 against England. 

After h i s initial rejection of 
Kerry Packer and hi.s apparent 
commitmeoi to the e.s:ablishmcnt 
as .S5rr!p.sop’s vice-captain tr¬ 

ibe 'West If J’.'.'s '-hir. yecr, T'tctnr.on 
seemed no; only ;hc -■.p.iarh-iad but 
perbap; even the leader of tf.e fight 
to regain the Ashes. 

And with Tommo as the inspira¬ 
tion, there v/as always t h'e nope 
that they could unearth another 
demon to burst on the scene like 


Dennis Lillee did in 1970, Bob Mas- 
sie in 1972, Thomson himself in 
1974, Gary Gilmnur in 1975 and 
Mick Malone in 1977. 

But now with Thomson’s attemp 
ted defection to the ranks of World 
Series Cricket, even the most opti¬ 
mistic Aussie sees little hope of 
combating England by the tradi¬ 
tional explosive methods. 

Unless, unless . . . well, just 
what have they left in the fast 
bowling department? 

Their best bet >t (he moment 
seems to be Alan Hurst, the big, 
amiable Victorian who toured Eng¬ 
land in 1975 without being able to 
force bis way into the Test side. 

He looked a man for the future 
then, a genuine fast bowler. 

But he ba.s since been plagued 
by buck and knee injuries and has 
appeared in only a couple of Tests 
which yielded just three wickets. 

Now fully fit, he could get his 
big chance this winter on the basis 
of his untapped potential at Test 
level, his loyalty to the establish- 

ovrrleaf 
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ment and his career record of 207 
first-class wickets. 

And he could be joined in the 
Australian side by his state partner 
Ian Callan, a raw 23-year-uld who 
might just be the man to surprise 
England. 

Callan won his first cap in the 
fifth Test against India last season 
and went on the West Indian four 
but injuries hampered him on both 
sides of the world and he was 
labelled a dismal failure. 

Yet he is a fast bowler of cour¬ 
age and stamina, has a mean boun¬ 
cer, gets dangerous movement off 
the scam and possesses that touch 
of devil in his personality. 

Wayne, the 
spearhead 

AVNE CLARK from Western 
Australia has proved a cap¬ 
able successor to Max Walker by 
virtue of his consistency. His best 
figures are four for 46, but he has 
taxen 43 wickets in nine Tests. 

Clark has surprised many bats¬ 
men by his ability to produce a 
nasty bouncer from an action al¬ 
most identical to his normal deli¬ 


very — though West Indian um- 
ire Douglas Sang Hue may have 
ad the explanation when he called 
him for throwing this year. 

After these three, the Australian 
cupboard is prelly bare. Trevor 
Laughlin, again from Victoria, is 
merely a stock bowler who won his 
Test place as an all-rounder. 

And Western Australia's Terry 
Alderman and Sam Cannon and 
South Australia’s Geoff Stten- 
borough are no more than medium 
pacers who are finding Australia’s 
wickets less sympathe-ic as the 
years go by. 

Higgs, bast 
spinnsr 

T IM HIGGS set a batting record 
** that can never be broken in 
197S when he became the first Aus¬ 
tralian cricketer ever to tour Eng¬ 
land without scoring a run. 

Now the 28-year-old Victorian is 
reparing to give us something 
etter to remember him by in this 
winter’s Ashes series. 

Not as a batsman. . of course, 
since Jim has itiU not mastered 
that particular art. but as the lead¬ 
ing leg-spinner In a land where 



explosive fast bowling may no lon¬ 
ger settle every erkketmg argu¬ 
ment. 

• «* 

With Jeff Thomaoh turning his 
back on them in their hour of need, 
Australia know they can hardly 
hope to compete with England^ 
formidable battery of pacemen. 

So it is just as well that on the 
evidence of last year's intriguing 
series against India, Australian 
wickets are giving xpinnera mwe 
encouragement than toey have done 
for decades. 

Naturally Bishan Bedi and the 
rest of the Indian wizards were 
delighted . . . and so was Higgs 
who began to fulfil the potential 
which won him that England tour. 

He gives the ball plenty of loop, 
has a deceptive googly and has . 
improved his direction immensely 
in recent years. 

And aftc* taking 15 wickets at 
25.60 in four Tests in the West In¬ 
dies this year, he has the reputation 
as Australia’s most improved, cal¬ 
culating bowler. 

It’s a pity he can’t bat because 
his bluest rival for a Test place 
— left arm wrist spinner David 
Hourn from New South Wales—is 
little better and that virtually gua¬ 
rantees that won’t be picked in the 
same side. 

Hourn — top score 23, average 
under six compared with Higg’s 
highest of 21 and average uii&r 
five — narrowly missed selection 
for the Caribbean trip after claim¬ 
ing 49 wickets in 10 matches for 
his state. 

At 29, he is a genuine spinner 
who turns his weU-conceiled wrong 
’un prodigiously and is a potential 
match-winner whenever he bowls. 

There is a dearth of off-spinners, 
which leaves Bruce Yardley, from 
Western Australia, as an automatic 
choice even thou^ he was called 
for throwing, along with fast 
bowler Wayne Clark, by West In¬ 
dian umpire Douglas Sang Hue. 

If the spinners do come to the 
fore. England should see the best 
of Australia's new wicketkeeper 
Steve Rixon who is smooth and re¬ 
liable against pace but excels stand¬ 
ing up the wicket. 

As a wicketkeepei' he is virtually 
unchallenged since Queensland’s 
John Maclean is thought to be 
nearing the end of his career at % 
thouid> bfi could face oppmition 
from Kevin Wri^t> a fiery 24-year- 
old redhead who has succeeded 
Rodney Marsh at Western Austra- 
Ua. 

~ PAT GIBSON 
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'Volatile' Chengappa 


A SOLIDLY-BUILT Sgure with a 
^ gentle little paunch peeping 
out worn above the waistband. A 
most unlikely description of a vola¬ 
tile, hard-hitting badminton player 
who has a national singles semi¬ 
final to his credit; and who, this 
season, has been scoring over a lot 
of the established names in Indian 
badminton. But then, P G. Chen- 
gappa is no stranger to the Indian 
national team. 

‘Chengu,’ as he is affectionately 
known to all and sundry, first wore 
the India colours at the Asian Bad¬ 
minton Confederation Champion¬ 
ships at Hyderabad in November 
1976. He was then selected mainly 
on the strength of his doubles, but 
flopped miserably in the team event 
against Japan as a result of a 
severe attack of nerves. 

He has never forgiven himself 
for that, since he has not played 
for the country after that. He nar¬ 
rowly missed making the Indian 
team for the first World Champion¬ 
ships in Malmo, Sweden; but tlten 
bounced back in 1978 Nationals by 
bulldozing his way into the semi¬ 
finals, where he met his Waterloo 
at the hands of the nimble, smooth- 
stroking Devinder Ahuja, who wore 


him down with a watertight defence 
and attacking clears. 

And yet, until 1975, Chengappa 
was a pure doubles player. His 
partnership with Narendra Ubhaya- 
kar was a recognised one; and the 
Bangalore pair were invariably to 
be seen at various ranking tourna¬ 
ments all over the country. But 
then, practising with Prakash Padu- 
kone whetted the Coorgi player's 
appetite for singles, and he began 
playing serious singles from 1975 
onwards. 

Training as part of a foursome 
(Prakash, Ubhayakar, Kiran Kau- 
shik and he) gave him the neces¬ 
sary breath to last two tougli games 
in a singles encounter, while his 
twin doubles assets of a quick eye 
and a powerful wrist helped him 
tremendously in singles play. 

He found that he could intercept 
very fast at the net, and keep the 
shuttle consistently down with a 
scries of half-smashes and full- 
blooded ones. His own wrist would 
turn quickly enough from back¬ 
hand to forehand to enable him 
to use his flat doubles defence, in 
singlcsl 

Hard-hitters with weak defences. 


as well as stroke-players find Chen¬ 
gappa very bard (o cope with. His 
battles with Pradeep Candhe and 
Vikram Singh are always interest¬ 
ing and long-drawn-out ones; and 
Chengappa wins only if the match 
can be got over in two straight 
games. 

Chengu hates a decider, with his 
staying powers definitely suspect. 
But what fellow-players marvel at 
is his ability to move like a pan¬ 
ther on court despite his portliness, 
and his ability to smash from even 
impossible angles. Especially a flat 
toss to his backhand finds Chengu 
using a particularly vituperative 
and deceptive round-thc-h e a d 
smash. 

Chengappa has recently joined 
the Pioneer Mills, Coimbatore, and 
will in all likelihood play for Tamil 
Nadu this year. His newly-formed 
partnership with Partho Ganguli, 
also a doubles expert, and like him 
a new recruit to Pioneer Mills, is 
certain to be one of the more last¬ 
ing ones in Indian badminton. Cer¬ 
tainly, h i s Karnataka teammates 
will miss his cheerful presence 
when they defend this year the 
inler-siate title which he helped 
them to win last year. 

— SHIRISH NADKARNI 


Maharashtra undaunted 


O F all the matches in the West 
Zone Inter-State Badminton 
Championships, the one of ultimate 
interest was the tie between the 
men’s teams of Maharashtra and 
Madhya Pradesh, the age old rivals 
in this tournament. In the cham¬ 
pionships, vdiich were held in Bho¬ 
pal, MP naturally enjoyed an home 
advantage. But Maharashtra were 
undaunted. 

In the very first game of the 
first match MP’s A. Chougle took, 
an enormous 11-2 lead. However, 
Atul Premnarayan, playing for 
Maharashtra, rallied powerfully 
with precision tosses and excellent 
net play to level the scores. Even 
after that Premnarayan maintained 
his winning streak and won the 
game at 1^11. The second game 
too, was like the first. Down 2-10, 
Atul came from behind to baulk 
Chougle and win the first match 
for Maharariitra. 

Pradeep Gandhe made the score 
2M) in Maharashtra’s favour in a 
match that did not trouble him at 


all. Pradeep moved fast and fluent¬ 
ly on the court to beat MP’s Pra- 
bharatan Gandhe 15-3, lS-9. 

Nonetheless, Madhya Pradesh 
hadn’t quite given up. R. Gupta 
lessened (he gap with a tough, three- 


game 17-14, 9-15, 15-11 victory 
over Anil Pradhan, but Maharash¬ 
tra settled the issue when they won 
the doubles. Thu Maharashtra pair, 
Pradeep Gandhe and Premnarayan, 
beat Gupta and Prabhakaran 7-15. 
15-8, 18-15. 

— SW Correspondent 





Mahsraafa^’s Axul Premnnrayao (left) and Pfadeep 
Gss>dhe . . . winners for them Smie 
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PLAY BEHER BADMINTON WITH GILLIAN GILKS 



V OREHAND (diagram A). To 
* achieve this grip, hold the rac¬ 
ket shaft with the left hand and at 
ri^t angles to the floor. 

Now draw your right hand along 
the racket until the palm touches 
the butt of the handle — then 
gently shake hands with it. 

Note that the V-joint between 
thumb and fore-finger should be in 
line with the edge of the head of 
the racket, and the edge of your 
thumb on the flange of the handle. 

It’s essential that the racket be 
held with the fingers and not grip¬ 
ped in the palm of the hand. 


BACKHAND (diawam B). To 
change from a forehand to a 
backhand grip, turn the racket half 
a turn in a clockwise direction 
using the fingers. 

This allows the whole of the 
thumb to rest along the wide flat 
of the handle to ensure greater 
leverage in all backhand strokes. 

PANHANDLE (diagram C). To 
change from a forehand to the 
panhandle, which is an alternative 
m-ip for net play, turn the racket 
half a turn in an anti-clockwise 
direction so that the edge of the 


thumb rests along the small flat of 
the handle. 

T H R E E-QUARTER (diagram 
D). To find the threc^qua^ter mp 
for reverse slice strokes, a further 
half a turn in an anti-clockwise 
direction from the panhandle 
brings the edu of your thumb to 
rest on the flange of the handle 
opposite the flange used in the fore¬ 
hand grip. 

Remember that there are effec¬ 
tively four-quarter turns to find 
each grip, and always try to con¬ 
trol the racket with the fingers. 



Vimal Kumar 


If £ is 16-year-old and Kerala’s 
** junior, senior and university 
badminton champion. On the court 
he baffles, hoodwinks and over¬ 
comes his opponents with his pecu¬ 
liar skill. 

Vimal first started hitting the 
shuttle when he was 10 years old 
in a court in his house. Three years 
later, in 1975, he became a junior 
state player. From then onwards 
there was no looking 4>ack. 

From his 13th year his improve¬ 
ment was dazzling. His lean build 
was no setback for him. Slowly he 
mastered the art of deceptive tou¬ 
ches and learned to send the shut¬ 
tle to the four corners of the court 
with appalling ease. He is an ex¬ 
quisite touch artist. 

Last year, Vimal reached the 
semi-final in the Junior Nationals. 
The Kerala University team won the 
A|l-India title defeating DeUii. 
Vimal played for the first time in 


the senior team in the Goa Natio¬ 
nals. At present, he is second in 
the National Junior rankings. 

In the South Zone meet last 
year, Vimal played agalast Prakash 
Padukone and snatched 5 points 
in the first and 4 in the second 
set. “Prakash is too good for me,” 
Vimal says with a shy smUe. But 
behind that shy smile is a rock 
hard determination. 

Vimal's weak point is the fore¬ 
hand smash. He is well aware of 
that and works hard to improve it. 
“I sbduld make my game more 
fast,” says Vimal. 

Crosscountry running at least 
once a week is part of Vimal's 
training during off-aeason. It has 
helped him build up stamina and 
the way he plays three of four 
gruelling matches one evening 
shows dial inside that lean frame 
is a store house of stamina. 

— BINOO K. JOHN 



Vimal Kumar 
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Grand Prix in 

JN less than a month from now. 

■■ the major event on the Indian 
tennis calendar, the 6th Indian 
Open Tennis Championships, will 
have begun at Calcutta’s Netaji 
Stadium: the scene, three years ago, 
of the most successful of the five 
Grand Prix tournaments held in 
this country. 

The Netaji Stadium meet of 1975 
was a marked success both organi¬ 
sationally and from the point of 
view of player participation. This 
time, however, things might be dif¬ 
ferent. Whereas the daily press 
may provide the official entry-list 
as confirmed by the Association of 
Tennis Professionals, the view is 
strong in tennis circles in Calcutta 
that unless the organisers take care 
to get properly organised as soon 
as possible, they may find them¬ 
selves in difficulties as the tourna¬ 
ment date approaches. 

The Asian Circuit proper in the 
1978 Colgate Grand Prix pro¬ 
gramme began in Osaka with the 
$100,000 Fred Perry Japan Open. 
From there the tour will move to 
Tokyo for the $200,000 .Seiko World 
Super Tennis Classic, and thence 
to the $75,000 Hong Kong Tennis 
Patrons Classic (November 6-12), 
the $50,000 Taipei Summit Open 
(November 13-19), the $75,000 
Manila International (November 
20-26) before coming to Calcutta 
for the tournament beginning No¬ 
vember 27 and scheduled to end 
on December 3. 

Since the organisers of next 
year’s Indian Open in Bombay have 
decided not to offer free hotel ac¬ 
commodation and air passage to the 
‘direct entrants but instead raise 
the tournament prize money to 
$75,000, next month’s Calcutta Open 
will in effect be the last of the 
$50,000 prize money Indian Open 
meets. The inaugural Indian Grand 
Prix championuiips held at New 
Delhi five years ago offered $25,0(X) 
in prize money, but since then the 
amount at stake has been doubled. 

The 6th Indian Open meet will 
be held on the same dates as the 
$175,000 South African Brewm-ies 
Open in Johannesburg and the 
$75,000 tournament in Santiago, the 
last leg of the four-tournament 
South American circuit of the Col¬ 
gate Grand Prix. Points-wise, there¬ 
fore, the Indian Open will be the 
least attractive of the GP tourna¬ 
ments that week. The Calcutta 
singles winner will get 50 GP points 
and a second round loser five 
points, compared to 75 GP points 
lor the champion and seven ton a 
Jecond-round loser in Santiago, and 
175 GP points tm the winner 


difficulties ? 

and 17 points for a loser in the 
round of 16 at Johannesburg. 

In consequence, it is unlikely 
that foreign pros will find the 
Indian Open an attractive enough 
proposition. But then, of course, 
the tournament organisers, the Ben¬ 
gal Lawn Tennis Association, had 
carefully weighed the pros and 
cons before deciding to keep the 
prize money (and automatically, 
the meet’s GP points status) down 
and offer free air tickets and hotel 
accommodation to whatever class 
of overseas pros qualified to play 
the tournament proper. 

Tlie 32-man singles entry at Cal¬ 
cutta will be made up of 23 direct 
acceptances 3 Wild Cards and 4 
qualifiers plus two special exempts 
— players unable to participate in 
the qualifying tournament as they 
are still competing in the singles 
of a GP meet. 

Some misgivings 

HE president of the organising 
committee of the Calcutta Open, 
Santanu Ray, lives in New Delhi 
and is unable to keep a regular 
check on the organisational pro¬ 
gress. The chairman, former Davis 
Cup player Naresh Kumar (who 
just two years ago had staled in 
print his misgivings about the 
utility of the Indian Open meet) 
returned only a few days ago from 
a personal trip abroad and may 
privately be wishing he had opted 
for television and magazine com¬ 
mentary instead ot taking on such 
an onerous task! 


The tournament referee, B. G. 
Mustafi, having officiated in a like 
capacity in 1975, becomes the first 
man to referee two Indian Open 
meets but there is by and large a 
new set of officials this time. Tour- 
namem director $. K. Sen and orga¬ 
nising secretary Subrata Bose are 
fine gentlemen but one cannot 
foresee them providing the dyna¬ 
mic, professionalised tennis ma¬ 
nagement that today’s Grand Prix 
circuit demands. 

Rumour has it that AILTA secre¬ 
tary Dilip Bos& tournament direc¬ 
tor of the 1975 Open, is too pre¬ 
occupied to take a substantial in¬ 
terest in the meet, though he did 
get AICS president Field Marshal 
Manekshaw to the Netaji Stadium 
on an "inspection” tour, earlier 
this month. 

Ultimately, of course, what mat¬ 
ters is the players who come. The 
BLTA had sent old boys Prcmjit 
Lall and Jaideep Mukerjoa pros¬ 
pecting abroad but, predictably, 
both returned quite empty-handed. 
Yet, three years ago, it had been 
possible to confirm well before the 
end of .September, the entry of that 
year’s star attraction, then US Open 
champion Manuel Orantes. 

The news on the Grand Prix 
front, then, has been unenthusiastk. 
The only item of note seems to be 
that the expensive Supreme-Court 
carpets, on whkh the stadium 
matches will again be played, have 
been inspected and found to be in 
good condition, despite 33 months 
in storage. 

—SUBROTO SIRKAR 



' I do feel this concentration on purely defensive strokes 
is not in the best interests of the game.” 
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WinfBrs ar9 
co^dftands. 
Windswept hair 
and goiden 
leaves— 
a time for 
tenderness 
and'time 
for the 
taste-giver 



time 
for the 
taste-giver 

Virginia tobaccos— 
sungold and full-bodied. 
Blended to give you the taste 
that satisfies. With a filter 
that delivers all of it. 



Maximum price 
Rs. 1.50 for 10 

subject to local taxes 


WILU FLAKE 
today) taite-ghfer 


WFF 918S-1R 


STATUTORY WARNINCi 


CIGARETTE SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALTH 
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Vijay's first 
GP win 

^IJAY AMRITRAJ won his first 
’ Colgate Grand Prix title of 
1978 by up-setting top-seeded Paul 
Ramirez, 6-4, 6-4, in the fall ver¬ 
sion of the $50,000 Mexican Open 
in Mexico City. Playing with the 
authority and power that first 
brought the 24-year-old Indian from 
Madras international recognition, 
Amritraj dominated Ramirez to cul¬ 
minate a successful week in which 
he lost only one set. 

For beating the local favourite, 
Amritraj collected the $8,500 win¬ 
ner’s check as well as 50 Colgate 
Grand Prix points. He also picked 
up the doubles title when he added 
to Ramirez’s woes by teaming with 
older brother Anand to defeat 
Ramirez and Freddie McNair. 6-4, 
7-5. 

Amritraj seemed to gain momen¬ 
tum throughout the week as he beat 
Ramiro Benavides, Peter Pearson 
tin three sets), Lito Alvarez and 
Sashi Menon to gain the final. His 
way to the championship match 
was made considerabljr easier when 
the three other seeds in his half of 
the draw failed to survive the first 
two rounds. John Alexander, the 
number two seed, was upset by Ro¬ 
berto Chavez; fifth-seeded Bill 
Scanlon lost in the first round to 
Lito Alvarez; and eighth-seeded 
Van Winiisky was beaten by Fred¬ 
die McNair in a third-set tie-breaker. 

Ramirez did not io.se a set until 
'he final. 


Vilas' double 

OR the third time this year, 
" Guillermo Vilas was challeng¬ 
ed in a Colgate Grand Prix final 
by his young, ambitious country¬ 
man, Jose Clerc, and for the third 
time be came away victorious as 
he bounced Clerc, fr-3, 6-0, 6-3, to 
win the $50,000 La Racquette D’or 
Fischer in Aix-en-Provence France. 

The victory was the fifth of the 
Grand Prix year for Vilas who won 
$8,500 and was so overpowering in 
cruising to the title that he did not 
lose a set. In fad, he onlv lost 
seven games in his first three 
matches. 

Clerc, the 20-year-old, six-footer 
from Buenos Aires, was almost a.s 
impressive as Vilas, dropping only 
the first set of the tournament in 
crushiM Rod Frawley, Yannick 
Noah '^maz Smid and Ivan Lendl. 
For Clerc, the tournament’s second 
seed, the performance marked his 
fifth Grand Prix final of the year. 
He won the tournament in Florence 



Vijay Amriflrai . . . double 
in Mexico 


in his first appearance in a Grand 
Prix final. 


122 Colgate Grand Prix points for 
his effort. 

The Transamcrica was truly a 
tournament of upsets as four pre¬ 
vious winners of the event, inclu¬ 
ding the defending champion, were 
eliminated in the first round. They 
were Butch Walts (1977), Arthur 
Ashe (1975), Ross Case (1974) and 
Stan Smith (1968 and ’69). 

Only five of the 16 seeded play¬ 
ers made it to the quarter-finals. 
Bruce Manson Allan Stone, K i m 
Warwick, Andrew Pattision, Brian 
Teacher and Mike Cahill register¬ 
ed shocking upset wins against 
Steeds Harold Solomon, Brian Gott¬ 
fried, Arthur Ashe, Bjorn Borg, 
Sandy Mayer and Smith, respecti¬ 
vely. 

The biggest upset of the tourna¬ 
ment was registered by the tall and 
powerful Pattison against Borg, the 
number ope seed, in the third 
round, 7-5, 2 -6, 6-4. 


Vilas was a double winner for 
the second time this year as he 
teamed with coach Ion Tiriac to 
fight off a .strong challenge from 
second-seeded Jan Kudes and To- 
maz Smid. 7-6, 6-1. 

Smooth going 

iCW I’FALTH. recreational and in- 
tellectual pursuits are fa¬ 
voured, as are artistic interests. You 
should have smooth going.” 

That was John McEiiroe's horo¬ 
scope for October 2, and after a 
week in which he had been down 
match point in the fir.st ruuniL it 
proved to be right on target. But, 
the same forecast also applied for 
Dick Stockton, and it wasn’t nearly 
as accurate as the two Long island. 
New York natives battled each 
other for the first time. It was Mc¬ 
Enroe, born February 16, 1959, 
who bested Stockton, born two days 
later but eight years earlier, 2-^, 
7-6 (7-5), ^2 in the final of the 
$175,000 Transamerica Ch>en Tennis 
Championships at the Cow Place. 

In registering his second strai^t 
Colgate Grand Prix win and his 
nth consecutive match victory, the 
left-handed NCAA champ who at¬ 
tended nearby Stanford picked up 
$24,000 and 175 Colgate Grand 
Prix points. 

It wasn’t easy, however. The 
steady Stockton, serving extremely 
well, breezed through the first set 
with breaks in the third and 
seventh games. Both held serve 
through an uneventful second set 
which was decided when McEnroe 
made his move in the tie-breaker. 

The third-seeded McEnroe car¬ 
ried his momentum into the third 
set, breaking Stockton in the third 
and fifth ^ames. Stockton, the 10th 
seed, received a $12,000 check and 


Sadri wins 

T (HIN SADRI, who came up just 
** a little bit short in the final of 
the first American Express Chal¬ 
lengers fall tournament, made sure 
he was ready when he got a second 
chance at 20 ATP ranking points 
and $4,000 when he defeated Kevin 
Currcii, 6-3, 6-2, to win the second 
leg of the fall American Express 
circuit at the $25,000 Frontier Air- 
lilies Classic in Lincoln, Nebraska. 

A loser to Sashi Menon in the 
final at the circuit’s first stem in 
New Jersy, the 12tb-.seeded Sadri 
not only made up for the loss but 
won the doubles as well, teaming 
with Keith Richardson to defeat 
Rick Meyer and Horace Retd in a 
three-set final. 

'Adidas' dead 

T would not have been Adi Das- 
sler’s wish that a eulogy be 
written about him after his death 
(the founder of Adidas died nit 
September 6, 1978). Dassier, known 
throughout his profe.s.sion us the 
“.Shoe Professor,” died as he It ad 
lived, unpretentiously and wiihoiii 
ceremony. The funeral took place 
in private, attended only by close 
members of the family. 

Innumerable inventions and pa¬ 
tents record the achievements and 
successes of Dassier who would 
have celebrated his 78th birthday 
on November 3, 1978. 

Throughout his life, he attached 
little value to public tributes and 
awards; he was always more con¬ 
cerned to devote himself to his 
great sporting ideals. 

Under his leadership, Adidas 
grew to be the largest sport shoe 
manufacturer ‘in the world, produc¬ 
ing over 180,000 pairs of sport 
■hoes daily. 
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It’sSsVENSEAS 


Remember the good old days 
when Seven Seas Cod Liver Oil was 
the tonic for growth and energy? 
Seven Seas is still the tonic of choice 
in 84 countries all over the world. 
Because Seven Seas builds health 
naturally. 


Seven Seas contains natural 
vitamins A and D—so essential for 
body and bone grovrth. It is rich 
in natural polyunsaturates: nature’s 
way of reducing the cholesterol 
in the blood. 

Seven Seas is now available in 
India. In bottles of 100 capsules each. 


SevenSeaS ““ “" 

The natural family tonic for all seasons 
—trusted for generations 

Selling Agents: E. Merck Services Er Agencies Pvt. Ltd.. 

Post Box 16566. Bombay-400 018. 


COD LIVER OIL CAPSULES 


Nm 
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New deal for athletes 


B ritish international athletics 
gets a much needed new deal 
with acceptance by the council of 
the British Amateur Athletic Board, 
of propositions for up to date team 
management and the establishment 
of elite “talent” squads in prraara- 
tion for the 1980 Moscow Olym¬ 
pics. 

The new look for the number one 
sport of the summer Olympics is 
the brainchilld of David Shaw, ex¬ 
international steeplechaser and 
RAF officer, who only this year 
took over as ^neral secretary to 
the BAAB. 

Shaw presented to the board his 
six-page recommendation for Bri¬ 
tain’s streamlined bid for more 
Olympic finalists, and, if possible, 
Olympic medal annners. 

That his radical proposals were 
accepted in spite of some continu¬ 
ing reaciionarv attitudes, proves 
that British athletics, on the whole, 
appreciates that something has to 
be done to bring its vision into line 
with other more progressive Wes¬ 
tern European countries. 

“Team management,” argues 
Shaw, “must be more positive and 
consist of people who are close to 
our modern athletes.” 

He also believes: “We must 
indentify our top athletes and treat 
them as an elite. For example, wc 
must accept that Steve Ovett Is a 
medal prospect for Moscow and 
find out what he, and others like 
him, need in facilities in general 
preparation aids. 

“Money is obviously involved. I 
am thinking of a total of about 
£80,000 to be .spent in 1979 and 
1980. With an amount of up to 


£4,000 being used to help a poten¬ 
tial medal winner, say 10 of them, 
and up to £2,000 for a potential 
finalist, say 20 of them. 

“Their potential will first be de¬ 
termined by a series of rigorous 
physiological test.s, so that we de¬ 
finitely know who are our top level 
athletes. 

“Only then can we look at things 
like high altitude training and spe¬ 
cial pre-Olympic training camps.” 

On the question of team manage¬ 
ment, Shaw hopes that the number 
one men’s ana women’s manager 
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will be named early in 1979, but 
believes each of them should have 
a back-up fu'oup of three officials 
ready to take over, if necessary, 
or to assist. 

Shaw trod gently enough when 
he v;a$ first appointed by amateur 
officials, who told me then that 


PUMPING IRON — die An end 
Sports of Bodybuilffing by Cbvlee 
Gaim and Ge«rge Botlen Sphen 
Books Ltld., London. Dsdrirased by 
Inffia Book House, Bombay. Pp 220. 
Rs. 47.7S. 

T is a fascinating presentation in 
book form of the story of ^dy- 
building, which is still to be deter¬ 
mined — a sport or an art, or a 
combination of both, or an aber¬ 
ration indulged in by all and sun¬ 
dry, particularly the bullies to 
develop a staggeringly huge phy¬ 
sique for progress in their profes¬ 
sion. 

This detailed study is the cul¬ 
mination of sincere, strenuous and 
systematic labour of the well- 
known novelist^ Charles Gaines, 
who has wielded his pen to fine 


perfection ably assisted by an 
equally popular lensman, George 
Butler, whose contribution has 
superbly enhanced the value of the 
bonk. 

The book will meet the require¬ 
ments of everyone involved in the 
pastime of physique improvement 
— the builder, his trainer and/or 
coach, the officials, referee, admini¬ 
strator or helper and even the lay¬ 
man and the journalist; the builder 
to know better what he is doing, 
why and how far he can go; the 
trainer and 'or coach to understand 
the scientiHc basis so that they can 
guide their wards accordingly; the 
referee to realise what he is to look 
for and how well he can obtain the 
same so that his judgement of the 
contest can be rational and accep¬ 
table to all; the layman and the 
journalist to appreciate the finer 


they were convinced he w a s the 
man for the job. 

But the misadveniures which be¬ 
fell the British team in Prague’s 
European Championships last .sum¬ 
mer, convinced him that the time 
has come now for a totally progres¬ 
sive approach. 

That’s excellent. Even if it means 
the old boy and old girl neiwork 
Is dragged, complaining half under 
its breath, into the second half of 
Twentieth Century sport. 

SPONSORSHIP FOOTNOTE: 
The BAAB rightly determined it. 
would have nothing to do with 
direct sponsorship by tobacco com¬ 
panies, principally because athletics 
IS a sport concerned with youth. 

I also learnt of an apparent 
volte face by BBC TV over on-the- 
screen “non-permanent” advertis¬ 
ing. 

The televised European light¬ 
weight fight between champion Jim 
Watt and challenger Antonio Gui- 
naldo in Glasgow will be sponsor¬ 
ed by the Seiko watch company, 
who will have four large time¬ 
pieces suspended over the ring. 

Last year in Dundee, when cn 
England-Scotland ama'eur boxing 
match was sponsored by a whisky 
firm, last minute BBC TV instruc¬ 
tions ordered that in the corner, 
water bottles bearing the sponsor s 
name, should be blanked out by 
tape. 

I am sure the BAAB will have 
an answer for their apparent dou¬ 
ble standards. Bui for the moment 
it eludes me. 



points resulting in his becoming an 
ace reporter of physique contests. 

All these in one book is some 
thing unique, more so because they 
are adequately and profusely sup¬ 
ported by excellent illustrations, 
thus brought out, perhaps for the 
first time. Thouiffi priced rather 
high for the majority of the enthu¬ 
siasts of this ever-growing pastime 
in our country, the book is capable 
of yielding correspondingly favour- 
able results to those who seek 
valuable knowledge on bodybuild¬ 
ing. 

— T. V. HARIHAR 

The book is available from IBH 
Mail Order Servke, Mahaluxnd 
Cambers, 22 MiuloMui Oesai 
Road, Bombay-400 026. Packing and 
Forwarding free, Cheque/Dra#*/ 
M. O. should be sent hi the name 
of IBH Mail Order Service. 
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International Grandmaster, and at 
24 the champion of the world. 

Ow of Karpov’s strongest points 
is bis tenacity of purpose to fi^i 
>0 the end in any situation. From 
the very beginning he has confes¬ 
sed a weakness in the theory of 
ni<enings which forced him to seek 
every possible road to victory in 
games, including hopeless ones, 
and this is exactly what helped him 



to develop the will to win and the 
habit of never being afraid of any¬ 
body. 

Once fixed to a board he is never 
afraid. People think he is loo prac¬ 
tical, too rational. Karpov admits 
that when he is faced with several 
possible variations he chooses the 
one which is most expedient at tiie 
given moment. 

Of course the choice also de¬ 
pends on who the opponent hap¬ 
pens to be. But still Karpov feels 
strongly that there is only one cor¬ 
rect road 'hat he • ■ kes regardless 
of who the opp.'.nci-' is. 

Chess is a game of onfiitence in 
one’s ability. A knowledge of one¬ 
self, and a capacity for hard work. 
What distinguishes a high rank 
chess player is, all the above, plus, 
iron nerves, industry and talent. 

Karpov’s "enigma” about which 
the commentators spoke so much, 
is in the way he plays. It is not 
iusi the fact that he wins, but how. 
His unusual pragmatism, rationa¬ 
lism and asoiration to make each 
game as foolproof as possible and 





his obvious preference for strategy 
over tactics are characteristics of 
Karpov. 

“I am a posi'don-style player,” 
Karpov once .said, explaining that 
he was educated on the games of 
such a superb player as Capa- 
hianca, and later on, passed 
through Mikhail Botvinnik’s school. 
He ha.s played many splendid 
games that were triumphs of tacti¬ 
cal skill. Today people often speak 
about the champion as a univer¬ 
sally well-versed player. 

Karpov treats chess very .serious¬ 
ly. This apparently is one of his 
strong points. He outplays his 
rivals in an impercepiibie way. 
This seeming simplicity combines 
original style with supreme skill. 

It is interesting that even after 


becoming champion, Karpov d t d 
not connect his future with a ca¬ 
reer of a professional chess player. 
He strongly {eh that his life would 
not be complete if be restricted 
himself to chess. 

He graduated In political eri»- 
nomy, specialising in thetsdevelop- 
ment of current production rela¬ 
tions and the political and ideologi¬ 
cal problems related to it from 
Leningrad University. Explaining 
why he chose economics, Karpov 
tri^ to find some common features 
between this science and ches.s. He 
says, “ hey both r e q u i r . 
logic.” 

When Anatoly plays chess, he 
makes an impression of a very re¬ 
ticent and dry person, but in rea¬ 
lity he is a good mixer, a witty 
young man, with many interests 
and is well read. He is fond of 
reading romantic poems and, in 
general, likes literature very much. 
Philately is one of his favourite 
hobbies — his collection numbers 
over 15,000 stamps on sports, space 
and other subjects. 

Anatoly is fond of all sports. As 
a fan he prefers gymnastics and 
especially track and field athletics. 
In his spare time he likes to swim 
and ski. Physical fitness and re¬ 
gular sports help him withstand the 
great strains of chess competitions. 

Botvinnik holds Karpov’s ability 
for self-programming and adapta¬ 
tion to any opponent and, in keep- 
iiig with that, to find the best me¬ 
thod of play against him, as one of 
the most important merits of the 
world champion. 

Mikhail Tahl, who has an un¬ 
usual, high appreciation of Karpov’s 
play stresses that at present the 
world champion alone possesscss 
the rare ability of preserving his 
fighting trim for long. This is al¬ 
ready a matter of Karpov’s sports¬ 
manship. 

These elusive qualities of Karpov 
and his style of play i.s explained 
neither by his age nor by his 
ability for self-programming and 
his rational turn in mind alone. It 
is also because Karpov, first and 
foremost, is a fighter, a player, 
and a sportsman. A man of metra- 
ordinary self-esteem, of pride, 
Karpov always tries to be only the 
No. 1 player. 
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You can tell class... 

anywhere in the world 



Erasmic 

LUXURY SHAVING CREAM 

He has the 'juDrld to choose from ... 
he chooses Erasmic Luxury Shaving Cream. 
The standard is international. 

The style is unmistakable. 

Erasmic has unique ingredients that 
actually improve the performance of 
your blade ... a rich emollient lather .... 
an invigorating perfume. 

A range of variants; 

Antiseptic, Lime-Cool 












Erdsmic for better shaving 
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World Cup 

HERE is only one way to dcs- 
cribe Braadi’s World Cup effort, 
and that is to openly declare that 
from beginning to end it was a 
total and unmitigated disaster. It 
was true that since 1958 and 1962 
many new and talented players 
had appeared, but one doesn’t 
readily find men like Didi, or Gar- 
rincha, or Gilmar, or Mauro, or 
Belini, or Nilton Santos, or Djalma 
Santos, or Vova, or the others. 

True, we still had some of the 
old bunch; we had Garrincha, Gil- 
mar, Belini, Djalma Santos and 
Orlando, not to mention myself— 
but eight years had Mssed since 
1958. I was still relatively young, 
but 1 had only been 17 in Stock¬ 
holm; the others had been older 
and now the years were beginning 
to wear. 

But our major problem was that 
the entire nation had been led to 
believe, by the radio and the news¬ 
papers, that winning the Cham- 
poinship for the third time in a 
row was practically assured and 
would be no task at all for our 
formidable selection. 

And here I cannot honestly fault 
the media, because they were 
merely repeating the statements of 
the Brasilian Sports Federation and 
the officers of the Technical Com¬ 
mission of the Brasilian selection. 
• 

Naturally, when winning is gua¬ 
ranteed there is no need for the 
complicated organisational plan 
that carried us to victory in 1958 
and 1962. As far as the directors 
of the Technical Commission were 
concerned, it was simply a matter 
of appearing at the various sta¬ 
diums in En^nd where the cup 
games were being held, accepting 
the trophy when it was presented 
by the Queen after we won it, 
politely thanking her, and bringing 
it back to Brazil without scratching 
it, if possible. 

I believe we began to lose the 
title at that point, well before we 
even began our training and 
months before we set foot on Eng¬ 
lish soil. Nor did we ever do the 
slightest thing to overcome the 
many difficulties placed in our path 
by Ih is completely unfounded and 
totally idiotic optimism. 

To begin with, an extraordinarily 
large number cf plasrers were in¬ 
vited to try out for the selection. 
Nwmally, between 22 and 28 play¬ 
ers are asked to appear, of which 
the best 22 will remain — nr at 
least the best 22 in the i^es of the 
coach and the Technical Commis¬ 
sion. This year the directors chose 
to call 44 players, which meant 


66— disaster 

that a full half of them would be 
dropped after training. 

Some, like Jail da Costa, were 
called even though thev were ob¬ 
viously in poor physical condition 
and had to be dropped almost im¬ 
mediately. Others like Amarildo, 
who had starred so spectacularly 
in 1%2 and who was now playing 
for Milan, were brought from these 
contracts in foreign cities, only to 
be dropped after Uieir absence had 
jeopardised their jobs. 

It was a completely unthought- 
out manner of selection and did 
nothing to help the selectors main¬ 


tain confidence in the Technical 
Commission In charge of their fate. 
Nor did it in any way indicate tha* 
we were on the right road to win 
the trophy for the third time. Nor 
did the decision of the directors 
to divide the unwieldy mob of 44 
players into four separate teams, 
and then to (rain them separately 
in different locations. 

And wheiL at long last, we final¬ 
ly left Brazil for Europe, we still 
had nothing resembling an organ¬ 
ised team, nor had many of the 
players bMn cut from the squad 
as yet. We were travelling with 
far more than we were allowed to 
enter the finals, which merely 
meant that many of the players, 
particularly the newer ones, were 
far too nervous and feanul of 
being eliminated abroad, to demon¬ 
strate their true ability. 

When we began a series of train¬ 
ing-games with various countries 
in Europe, the confusion deepened. 
We played a game in Madrid, fol¬ 


lowed by one in Scotland,, and then 
a series in Sweden, and in none 
of the games did we field the same 
team or anything even approximat¬ 
ing the same team. And cuts con¬ 
tinued to be made throughout our 
tour. Carlos Alberto and Djalmq. 
Dias were cut, although they were 
in the best physical condition, 
which was not true of many others. 
When we played in Scotland, our 
attacking line consisted of Jair- 
zinho, Gerson. Sm^lio, Parana and 
myself. I thought we all worked 
together very well, even though the 
best we could do was a 1-1 tie, but 
after the game Smvilio was cut 
and sent back to Brazil without an 
explanation. 


after the games in Sweden, both 
great surprises to the rest of us. 
So when we finally started for Eng¬ 
land and the finals, we still did 
not have a set group of first-string 
players and a set group of re¬ 
serves, and all the players who re¬ 
mained were uncertain of their 
own security. 

As a result the players lost con¬ 
fidence in the Technical Commis¬ 
sion, if they ever had any, as well 
as confidence in themselves as a 
team. The directors, on the other 
hand were still so blithely sure 
that Brazil was going to walk away 
with the trophy that they spent 
little time worrying about exactly 
which eleven men they were going 
to field for any game. Th» acted 
quite as if it made no difference, 
since the tournament was in Uie 
bag. 

But at last, somehow, a little in¬ 
telligence filtered through; some¬ 
one had claimed the team was un¬ 
happy. So they called a meeting. 


As were Valdir and Dino Sani 



Entfand m s ma g rr AK Rauaay talks lactks wi-h his aquad 
. . . aomeffiiiig die Braafliana failed lo do 
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STILL GOIHG STRONG 
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Further testimony for the 
performance of ARMSTRONG 
SHOCK ABSORBERS 

Othar outttandino auecMMa: 

1,19 Firat prizn — 19 Sacond priXM — 

17 Third prim — Sholavarwn 1974 

2. 44 out of o5 WINNERS at Shoiavaram 1975 

3. 21 Firat prizai — 21 Sacond prizaa — 

Shoiavaram 1976 

4. 75% of all cara and Motorcyclaa that won in tha varioua 
avanu at tha I.A.R.C. Juhu Racaa at Bombay 1977. 

5. 16 Firat 19 Sacond and 

15 Third prizaa at Shoiavaram 1977 

6. 20 Firat. 18 Sacond and 15 Third priza winnara 
at Shoiavaram 1978. 
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Ttwt s sturdinass and lanabilityl 
And ARMSTRONG presents proof after 
ptoof...raca after race...rally ahar rally 
year after yearl 

The same sturdiness and reliability 
gained from the vast experience and 
engineering know-how on tough race 
and rally circuits around-the - world are 
available to you in the Armstrong Shock 
Absorber range. 

Nnv y0ur \mMeh /Hud with Auntmngl 

HYDRAUUCS UMITED 

lit. Mount Road, Madras 000002 






f 




'iV 


SPORTSWEEK, OCTOBER 29, 1978 










Pcle . . . ever ihe centre <rf aOtraetion even at the end 

he fafled lo score 


to calm us down, they said. Thai 
meeting, like everything else con¬ 
nected with the Brazilian elfort in 
thai tournament, was a waste of 
time. 

The directors refused to believe 
there was any problem at all. We 
v‘.' ere reasonably nervous before 
the matches but all it was, was 
imagination. We should relax. All 
we had to do was to win the next 
five games and we could go home 
with the trophy and be heroes, so 
what was the fuss all about? 

When I walked out of that meet¬ 
ing with Garrincha, the two of us 
looked ai each other. If I had been 
a drinking man, that would have 
been the time! So many errors 
had been made at this point that 1 
wouldn’t have minded being cut 
niyself, since I was ready to con¬ 
cede our not winning a single 
game. There had been the overin- 
vitation of players, the divided 
training in Brazil, the ridiculous 
selection of our European pre-tour¬ 
nament schedule, with endless 
travel and the constant changes in 
climate and food. 

There had been the inadequate 
physical preparation, the ever pre- 
seitt pnd continuing squabbles be¬ 
tween the [WO coaches and between 
our head coach and the head of 
the Commission. The sum of ail 
these mistakes had to spell disas¬ 
ter. 


But we were far from being 
finished with mistakes . . . 

Our first game of the official tour¬ 
nament was against Bulgaria, and 
our team consisted of Gilmar at 
goal; Djalroa Santos. Belini, Ailair 
and Paulo Ilcnrique at defence; 
Lima and Dcnilson at midfield; 
and Alcindo, Garrincha, Jairzinho 
and myself as forwards. We were 
all experienced players, all good 
players in my opinion, but the fact 
is we bad not trained together as 
a team. 

-Still, we managed to win, 2-0, on 
a free kick in the first half by me, 
and anotho' in the second half by 
Garrincha. The result was that the 
dir^tors now had a victory under 
their belts to boost their already 
overinflated confidence, and that 
did not help matters. 

I was exceptionally tired after 
tha« game, the result of three 
things; the insufficient and even 
erroneous physical preparation, the 
six warm-up games that had fool¬ 
ishly and needlessly been sche¬ 
duled in the order end the places 
they had been, and most impor¬ 
tant, the fact that I had been the 
target of merciless attacks from 
Zhechev of Bulgaria throughout the 
entire game. 

I have beard it said since, and 
I firmly believe it, that Sir Stanley 


of a game in which 


Rous, the British president of FIFA 
at the time and the man who se¬ 
lected the referees at Liverpool 
where the game was played, had 
instructed those referees to go easy 
on the “virile” game played by 
the European teams against the 
South Americans, with the result 
that Zhechev did everything he 
could to physically cripple me, and 
the referee, Jim Finney, gave nei¬ 
ther etc nor any of the‘others on 
our team the protection we nad a 
right to expect from an offi'rial in 
a game. 

My legs ached as a result of 
Zhechev’s constant tripping and 
kicking and our directors therefore 
decided I should slay out of the 
next game, with Hungary. I think 
this was another mistake. To their 
minds Hungary would present no 
problem and we could therefore 
rest some of our better players 
saving them for future matches. 

What they overlooked was, whe¬ 
ther Hungary was week or not, 
winning against them in this par¬ 
ticular game was essential to qua¬ 
lify for the quarter-finals and every 
effort should have been put into 
that game. And while I had taken 
a beating from Zhechev, my legs 
were still in shape to play against 
Hungary. 

To be continued 

Copyright; India Book House, 
Bciahay 
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Dr. Sloan's 
'heat-action' formula 
quickly relieves 


PAIN IN JOINTS 


SPRAINS 


Hast Action for Quick Reliaf 
Gently rub in Sloan's Balm, or 
apply the liquid liniment. The 
powerful ingredients penetrate 
deep, generate heat and 
increase blood circulation— 
to relieve pain, fast. 


Won't stain clothas 
Unlike most pain balms and 
liniments, Sloan's Balm 
and Sloan's Liniment are non 
greasy, non staining. 


Available in two forms 




EXCLUSIVE spot Bto/iet on the men end the sport 
plus incisive behind-the-scenes exposes 
SELECTIONS for the races on which you can legally 
bet et your centre. 

BENO-ANO-FINISH pictures of every race run in 
Bombay, Bangalore, Madraa and Calcutta with expert 
money-making comments. 


If it's horses you fancy,get lUWrll 

Bseauae. 

It gives you froe. frank and fearless views 
Makes bold forecasts spicing it with lingaving 
memories 

And above aH. it's your friend, guide and 
money-spinner. 


Make Vbur Racing Pay 
nsm way 
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They're below per 


PERFORMANCES in the Natio- 
^ nil Senior Aquatic Champion- 
■hina failed to compare favourably 
with the Asian standards, and the 
chances of an Indian squad being 
permitted to compete in the com¬ 
ing Asian Games are very remote. 
None of the pm-formsnces would 
have earned India a medal in the 
last Asian Games at Tehran four 
years ago. 

Only in nine swimming events, 
which are measurable, they would 
have qualified for the final (i.e. 
amongst the first ei^t) at Tehran. 

The swimmers who would have 
qualified for the final are: 

K. Somasekharan (57.8 secs, in 
heats) would have been placed 8th 
in 100 m. freestyle. Anil Ganju (18 
mins. 43.4 secs.) would have secu¬ 
red 8th place in 1,500 m. freestyle. 
Asis Chakraborty (1 min. 02.8 secs, 
in heats) 8th in 1(X) m. butterfly 
stroke. Asis Das (1 min. 10.0 secs, 
and 2 mins. 37.0 secs.) 8th in 100 
and 200 m. back stroke. Anil Ganju 
(5 mins. 26.7 secs.) 8th in 400 m. 
individual medley. K. Soniasekha- 
ran, G. S. Nair, C. P. Kunju, Su- 
shil Kohli (3 mins. 53.3 secs.) 
fourth in the 4 X 100 m. freestyle 
relay. Anita Sood (1 min. 10.2 
secs.) 7th in 100 m. freestyle. 
Smita Desai (1 min. 15.1 secs.) 7th 
in 100 m. butterfly stroke. 

The qualifying standards laid 
down bv the All India Council of 
Sports for selection is the second 
place at the last Asian Games. 
Achieving this standard on current 
form is remote. 


This should deter from the fact 
that encouraging performances 
were witnessed at Bhopal, and pro¬ 
gress has been made. The perfor¬ 
mance in the men’s 100 m. free¬ 
style was very heartening with six 
swimmers clocking below one 
minute. 

The combined effort of the four 
fastest is 3 mins. 53.3 secs, which 
is 8.6 secs, short of the qualifying 
mark. This works out to each swim, 
mer cutting down 2.15 .secs., which 
seems a difficult proposition in the 
very short time at hand. In swim¬ 
ming, the relay participants do not 
have the advantage of a flying 
start as in athletics in which an 
advantage is gained. 

In water polo there was neither 
a noticeable improvement in tactics 
or technique, and an improvemciu 
on our last Tehran performance, 
which was dismal, is not slated. 

Our divers would fare better 
than what they did at the recent 
Edmonton Commonwealth Games. 
The experience would stand them 
in good stead. But the prospect of 
a medal is rather bleak. 

If India has to climb on the 
higher rungs of the international 
ladder long term policy from the 
Swimming Federation of India is 
urgently wanted. We have the po¬ 
tential and the pcrso.inel to train 
them. An awakening on the eve of 
an international competition is just 
not enough. 

HOSEY MISTRY 


Anita Sood . . . crawl stroke 


Roxanne Sedina . . . back- 
stroke winner 

Conditions 
not good 

A LTHOUCH the conduct of the 
recent National Senior Aquatic 
Championships was an improve¬ 
ment on its predecessor the condi¬ 
tions provided were far from con¬ 
ducive for superlative performan¬ 
ces, and this was badly needed as 
the meet wa.s to be the basis of 
selection of the Indian squad for 
the coming Asian Games. It is to 
the credit of the participants that 
despite the drawbacks they did so 
well. 

Initially t h e billeting arrange¬ 
ments left much room for improve¬ 
ment. The concept that all that is 
to be done is to provide four walls 
with a roof on top should be blown 
to smiihcrs. 

What the competitors basically 
need is sufficient conveniences for 
toilet and bathing with a round the 
clock water supply. This was not 
so, and put the participants to a 
lot of inconvenience. Also their 
residences were not in close proxi- 
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The starling of events left much to be desired. In die 100 m. freestyle final at the 
report of die gun the swimmer in lane 6 is in mid-«ir idiile the others are rolling 

forward for the push 


r.;'., .Ating places resulting in 
long trudges after a tiring day at 
the pool. 

The truanting officials made the 
commencement of the session's pro¬ 
gramme on schedule a rarity. This 
upset (he competitors' warming up 
for they had begun their work with 
the advertised start in mind. I am 
aware that the officials of the meet 
arc all honorary workers, but once 
they have volunteered to do the job 
they should adhere to the schedule. 

The starting of the races failed 
to enthuse confidence amongst the 
swimmers. On many occasions 
swimmers beat the gun and got 
away with it. There were two 
glaring cases of it in the men’s 
100 m. freestyle final (see pic.) and 
one of the heats of the men’s 200 m. 
butterfly stroke. 

In one of the heats of the butter¬ 
fly stroke event a fancied swimmer 
beat the gun after two false -starts 
had already been taken. The swim¬ 
mer should have been disqualified 
as it is obligatory as per the FTNA 
rules. But this was not done. How¬ 
ever, the swimmer himself with¬ 
drew from (he final. 


The inspectors of turns were 
languishing in their duty, as they 
were more intent on not getting 
themselves splashed. Aso the stroke 
judges failed to detect the rope 
pulling by another fancied swim¬ 
mer in the backstroke events. This 
was very much evident to the 
knowledgeable spectators in the 
stands. 

Often swimmers after being 
called to line up were made to wait 
for long periods as preference was 
given to the delayed victory cere¬ 
monies. This resulted in the swim¬ 
mers cooling down during the long 
wait. 

It is hi^ time that the establish¬ 
ment realised that providing t h e 
participants with ideal conditions 
should have top priority. They 
should not forget that but for the 
competitors ibey would be redun¬ 
dant. 

One of (he official announcers 
called the meet ‘the dip and dive 
carnival’. She had no intention of 
being prankish, but how right she 
was. 

— HOSEY MISTRV 



Asis Das . . . back stroke 


The records 

TJ' IGHTEEN-year-old Anil Ganju 
^ (Rajasthan) had the distinc¬ 
tion of improving upon three na¬ 
tional marks during the recent 
five-da^ National Senior Aquatic 
Championships at Bhopal. He was 
unfortunate to miss the Indian re¬ 
cord narrowly in another event, the 
200 m. freestyle. In all eight new 
records were established during 
the competition. 

MEN: 400 m. free8t:rle: 4 mins. 
39.0 secs, by Anil Ganju; 1,500 m. 
freestyle: 18 mins. 43.4 secs, by 
Anil Ganju; 400 m. individual med¬ 
ley: 5 mins. 26.7 secs, by Anil 
Ganju; 100 m. butterfly stroke: 1 
min. 02.8 secs, by Asis Chakraborty 
(Delhi) in the neats; 4 X 100 m. 
medley relay: 4 mins. 31.2 secs, by 
Delhi — P. V. Pillai (back). Bhu- 
dev Sharma (breast), Asis Chakra¬ 
borty (butteray) and K. Soma- 
sekharan (freestyle). 

WOMEN: 100 m. butterfly 
stroke: 1 min. 15.1 secs, by Smita 
Desai (Maharashtra); 100 m. breast 
stroke: 1 min. 30.9 secs, by Ila Paul 
(Bengal); 4 X 100 m. freestyle re¬ 
lay: 4 mins. 53.2 secs, by Mahara¬ 
shtra (Smita Desai, Persis Madan, 
Roxanne Sethna and Anita Sood). 



Ila Paul . . . breast stroke 
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Lahore lapse 


Y NDIA's non-participation in the 
^ 'Champions Trophy’ internatio¬ 
nal hockey tournament, to be held 
in L^ore from November 17 to 24 
this year, is a tragedy that would 
not have come about but for the 
bunding on the part of the Indian 
Hock^ Federation and its counter¬ 
part in Pakistan. 

The general council of the Inter¬ 
national Hockey Federation (FIH), 
at its meeting in Buenos Aires dur¬ 
ing the World Cup tourney there 
last March, agreed to the Pakistan 
Hock^ Federal!'''** reiiuest to 
organise each in November 

the ‘Champion.^ Trophy,’ widi the 
six best national reams at world 
level — according to FIH classifica- 
tioik 

Later, in May, PHF secretary 
Asif Hayat wrote to the IHF saying 
that the Pak proposal “envisaged 
six top hockey teams of the world, 
according to FIH ranking, partici¬ 
pating in the tourney.’’ The Pak 
official added that the team ranked 
seventh would stand-by in case of 
a drop out from the first six teams. 

He further .slated in that letter; 
“In anticipation of the FIH appro¬ 
val and subject to their ranking 



Nur Khan . . . hopes alive 


“—a tragedy 

this letter to the All-India Council 
of Sports. 

The AICS obviously was not 
keen on India taking part in the 
Pakistan tournament, alter the de¬ 
bacles in the 1976 Montreal Olym¬ 
pics a'nd the Buenos Aires World 
Cup tournament. And it got a 
handy excuse to prevent India from 
taking part in the Lahore tourney: 
that India were being treated as a 
stand-by team. 

When the AICS gave the reason 
for its decision not to permit In- 
dja’s participation in the 'Cham- 

e ions Trophy,’ t h e IHF should 
ave found out from ihe FIH what 
its classification was and whether 
India were indeed the seventh- 
ranked nation as was the impres¬ 
sion that had been caused. It fail¬ 
ed to do this and .sui]prisingly deci¬ 
ded at its executive committee 
meeting held in Madurai a few 
weeks ago to abide by the AICS de¬ 
cision not to participate in the 
Lahore tourney. 

Air Marshal Nur Khan, chair¬ 
man of the ad hoc committee for 
hockey formed by the National 
Snorts Committee of Pakistan 
which dissolved the Pakistan Hoc¬ 
key Federation, however, recently 
rovivod hopes of India's participa¬ 
tion in the tourney by telling In¬ 
dian cricket correspondents tour¬ 
ing PakiSiOn that he had not given 
up hopes and that the doors were 
still open for, India to enter i h e 
tnuniameni. 

Nur Khan, however, made con¬ 
fusion wnr.se confounded, and the 
AICS rightly turned down an ap¬ 
peal from IHF secretary Dayanand 
to allow (he Indian team to go, 
saying that he found no ground for 
changing his earlier decision. 

According to ‘The Hindu,’ Nui 


Khan said ffiat the ‘Champions Tro¬ 
phy’ rules envisaged the partici¬ 
pation of the first six teams in the 
World Cup. "Whoever anticipated 
that India would not figure among 
the six? What is a tournament 
without India?’’, the Air Marshal 
is reported to have stated. If the 
report is correct, then Nur Khan 
is wrong on two counts. 

The ‘Champions Trophy,’ as ap¬ 
proved by the FIH council, should 
be contested by the top six natio¬ 
nal sides at the world level, accord¬ 
ing to FIH classification and not 
the World Cup classification. And 
India, winners of the ■ '’.'» World 
Cup tourney, figured long the 
top six in the 1978 Bueno.s Airc.s 
World Cup and not below as Nur 
Khan has reportedly stated. India, 
in fact, finished sixth. 

In view of this confusion, the 
IHF would do well to find out from 
the FIH whether it has provided 
Pakistan with the international 
classification and, if the internatio¬ 
nal federation has, on what basis 
this has been made. 

Possibly, the FIH has provided 
Pakistan with the world classifica¬ 
tion list. Perhaps, in the absence 
of any major international com¬ 
petition in 1977, the FIH has based 
the classification on performances 
in the 1978 World Cup in which 
India finished behind Pakistan, 
Holland, Australia, West Germany 
and Spain, and in the 1976 Mon¬ 
treal Olympics in which India 
finished seventh, behind New Zea¬ 
land, Australia, Pakistan, the 
Netherlands, Germany and Spain. 

If it is so, on what basis will the 
FIH work out the classification for 
the 1979 ‘Champions Toum^ in 
view of the fact that there wul be 
no World Cup or Olympics tour¬ 
ney in the intervening period? 

-SW CORRESPONDENT 


Eighteen for the Aeiad 


list, we are pleased to invite the 
following six countries; New Zea¬ 
land, Holland, Australia, West 
Germany, Spain and India. The 
last country in the ranking list of 
the FIH would serve as a stand-by. 
The FIH is being requested to pro¬ 
vide the ranking list. ’ 

Asif Hayar did not say that, wiih 
the automatic inclusion of hosts 
Pakistan, the Buenos Aires World 
Cup winners, India were seventh 
in the list and, hence, were a stand¬ 
by team. But, deliberately or not, 
the letter caused the impression 
that India would be treated as a 
‘stepney.’ The IHF should have 
sought clarifications from the PHF 
but, rather indiscreetly, forwarded 


IGHTEEN players have been 
named for the hockey squad 
to the Asian Games at Bangkolc. 

Goalkeepers; Allan Shoefield 
(Services) and Olympic Fernandes 
(Bombay). 

Backs: Surjit Sin(^ (Airlines), 
S. Dung Duim (Services) and Pra- 
mod Batia (Railways). 

Halves: Varendei Singh (Rail¬ 
ways), Walter Maggie (Tamil 
Nad u), Ranbir Singh (Airlines) 
and K. Bhaskaran (Railways). 


Forwards: V. J. PhilHpps (Rail¬ 
ways), Ashok Kumar, Sukhbir 
Singh Grewal, B. P. Govinda (Air¬ 
lines), Surinder Singh (Punjab), 
Mohammed Yusuf (Bhopal), Mer* 
wyn Fernandes (Airlines), Salim 
Abbassi (Bhopal) and Zaffer Iqbal 
(Varsities). 

Stand-Byes: Arvind Chabra (Ser¬ 
vices). Rajinder Singh (Delhi), 
(both goalkeepers) and Ramesh 
(half-back) (Karnataka). 

The captain will be named laser. 
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Bannister breaks a myth 



Roger BaimisQer . 

TFFLEY Road, Oxford, May 6. 

1954, was the wrong place, the 
wrong time, for analysis. 

Stern men in long mackintoshes 
had tears in their eyes. The flag of 
St. George fluttered from the 
church tower. 

A rainbow listened in the sky. 
And a long laconic medical stu< 
dent called Rogor Bannister had 
given Englishmen a reason to feel 
proud again. 

It was inevitable that the world’s 
first sub-four-minute mile would be 
treated with epic simplicity. 

But the urgent pacing of the 
acolytes, Chr& Brasher and Chris 
Chataway, and the gloriously 
smooth climax of the demi-god 
Bannister, were seen in terms of 
the gallantry and courage of three 
fine young Englishmen. 

. Bannister did more than break 
a mythical barrier which had de¬ 
fied men ever since the ancient 
Greeks began to organise the busi¬ 
ness. 

He changed the nature of world- 
class runnii^ He proved that it 
was about time, about the gather¬ 
ing strength, the slow rhythmic 
preparation for the peak of explo¬ 
sive effort. 

Brasher insists the story should 
proper^ begin in the Olympic sta¬ 
dium, Helsinki, in 19S2 .... when 
Bannister flopped and the head¬ 
lines wailed and the British pec^le, 
nouri^ed on ration beoks and 


beaudfuJIy balanced 

disillusion, observed sourly that 
the only Olympic gold for Britain 
was claimed by a horse — Foxhun- 
ter. 

Brasher says; “Roger has told 
me that he thinks the effect of that 
failure is over-estimated, but I am 
far from convinced. I know how 
badly 1 felt.” 

“I have given Roger some in¬ 
accurate advice before the race. I 
had run against the winner, a man 
firom Luxemburg called Barchel 
and I hadn’t been impressed.” 


"In fact Barchel raced away with 
the gold. I was astonished by his 
progress and I learnt that be had 
been prepared by one of the new 
coaches, a German called Gersch- 
ler. 

“We mulled it over and it was 
soon after that that Roger, Chris 
Chataway and myself began work¬ 
ing with an Austrian, Franz 
Stampfl, at the Duke of York’s bar¬ 
racks in Chelsea.” 

They worked at a series of 10 
^uarter-miies, run at two-minute 
intervals, and they would repair to 
the Lyons tea shop in Slone Square 
to measure their progress. 

Over the tea cups came the 
drmim. The four-minute mile. 

On the evening of the attempt -- 
which had been placed unobtrusi¬ 
vely into a fixture between Oxford 
University and the Amateur Athle¬ 
tics Association — there were last- 
minute hesitations and concern 
with the wind. 

But the crucial meeting had oc¬ 
curred earlier in the day. Banni¬ 
ster had worked at St. Mary’s Hos¬ 
pital id the morning, then caught 
a Paddington train to Oxford. He 
found himself, without prior 
arrangement, in the compartment 
of coach Stampfl. 

Bannister voiced fears parti¬ 
cularly about the wind. The Aus¬ 
trian, an intense little man, looked 
at Bannister and declared: “What¬ 
ever the conditions you are cap¬ 
able of doing three minutes 56 se¬ 
conds. That would cover any pro¬ 
blem of the wind. You have to go 
now. You are perfect.” 

Beautifully balanced, his 6 ft. 
11 in, list frame fusing into a mar¬ 
vellously graceful rhythm. Bannis¬ 
ter hit the tape at 3 min. 59.4 secs. 

— JAMES LAWTON 



** Fft lost ow-biO today Fve BM fateaikw of 
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A starless meet 


'^HE season’s first major athletic 
meet, the YMCA Champion¬ 
ships, this year was "starless” as 
the coaching camps organised by 
the Amateur Athletic Federation of 
India had kept Ban^ok hopefuls 
busy. Still a few of them managed 
to make use of this in-between 
camps meet to get some much 
needed competitive atmosphere. 
Unfortunately, not all of them were 
able to come off. 

Thus javelin thrower Gopal Kidi- 
yoor who represented Bombay 
YMCA fell short of his best of 
72.93 metres by nearly nine metres. 
Kidiyoor who had set the India 
mark in September in Patiala 
had some dilficulty in getting a pro¬ 
per foothold at the releatse and 
had to be content with a 6^58 m. 
effort. This performance, however, 
was a new record for the meet it¬ 
self. 

Another aspirant, Geeta Zuishi, 
made a first-ever entry in the wo¬ 
men’s 200 metres to push promis¬ 
ing Simran Kaur hard in the early 
stages. Gecta^ docked a creditable 
27.0 secs, while Simran Kaur Dug- 

t al of LNCPE, Gwalior, sounded a 
rm warning to other women sprin¬ 
ters in the country with a 26.S secs, 
timing. Duggal, on the last day of 
the meet, was invo' "ed in a nea^’ 
photo-finish with Veena Chandola 
as both rushed the tape in 12.4 
secs., in the 100 metres — Chan- 
dola’s late effort earning her a 
similar time but only the second 
place. Both improved upon Marie 
Verghese’s seven-year-old mark of 
12.5 secs, for the short .sprint. 

Simran Ouggai's .splendid double 
was somewhat dwarfed by the per¬ 
formance of an under-15 girl, 
Victoria Aoko, a Nigerian national 


whose father is working in the 
Embany in DelhL This magnifi- 
cendy-built athlete clocked 26.1 
secs, for the junior girls 200 met¬ 
res. She was, however, compere- 
tivelv slower in the 100 metres, for 
which she was timed 13.0 secs. She 
has her sights set for the Olympics 
and would certainly do well in Uie 
200 and 400 metres. One of the 
moat popular young athletes on the 
scene, tactoria, a product of the 
Cadbury Sthleuc meets, won the 
team title for her school, Carmel 
Convent, in addition to being de¬ 
clared uie best athlete. Victoria 
also was the best in the long jump 
with a creditable 4.54 metres raort 

Another junior to make an im¬ 
pact was Cuttack’s Manzoor Azam 
Khan of Bhartee Club. His was in¬ 
deed impressive as he reached 1.71 
metres in the sub-junior boys’ 
high jump. The old record of 1.63 
metres was also surpassed by Pra- 
phul Pandit of Frank Anthony 
Public School, Delhi, who cleared 
1.68 metres while finishing second. 

Also seen in action was Sant 
Kumar of Hissar Agriculture Uni¬ 
versity, among the first lot to qua¬ 
lify for the Asian Games. His forte 
was the 800 and 1,500 metres. He 
expectedly claimed top berths in 
both the events but could not match 
his camp performances of 1:51 
and 3:50.8 respectively. Perhaps 
with better opposition this former 
star from Kunjpura Sainik School 
could have improved upon his 
Patiala camp timings. As it was he 
had to be s.'itisfied with 3:52.8 for 
the 1,500 metres and 1:52.8 in the 
800 metres. Sant Kumar has come 
a long way since he made his 
name on the National Stadium 



Sant Kumar ... in Sriram’s 
footsteps 



Victora Aolte . . . star juniw, 
feet in the 200 m,... fasatr 
tfam wMnen 
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Soresh ¥ad«v ... best athlete 


^Bck three years ago in the Public 
Schools meet. 

One of the real finds of this 
year’s championships was Suresh 
Yadav of Kirori Mai College. Su* 
resh is cast in the mould of Ed¬ 
ward Sequeira, the famous inter¬ 
national from Bombay. Though not 
as slightly built, Yadav’s siyle of 
running and his near total control 
of the situation reminded one of 
Sequeira. Yadav was outstanding 
in the senior boys’ 3,000 metres 
event. 

UP Police’s near veteran R. L. 
Pandey was in his elements pick¬ 
ing up the men’s pole vault title 
clearing 4.00 metres, while in two 
very absorbing middle distance 
events, Kulbir Singh, of the Rail¬ 
ways, judged the pace better than 
3 Kumaon’s Moti Singh and Bhag- 
wati Pershad in the 5,000 metres. 
Moti Singh made amends in the 
longer distance by keeping his re¬ 
serve energy in check till the last 
two hundred metres to beat the 
front runner for 20 laps, Raj 
Kama] Dogra of the Railways in a 
fine finish. 

While Indian Air Force pro¬ 
duced some fine athletes and pick¬ 
ed up valuable points to claim the 
team title, the best among the men 
was P. N. Ganjairat of Rourkela 
Steel Plant who clocked a credit¬ 
able 14.5 secs, for the 110 metres 
hurdles. 

One of the most organised as¬ 
pects of the meet was the mara¬ 
thon race. With men of 3 Kumaon 
Rifles and Air Force handling the 
whole show, the marathon proved 
to be an interesting event with the 
diminutive Bhagwati Pershad win¬ 
ning the title with an impressive 
2:ia.44.0 timing. Kamal Singh of 
UP Police was second while Prem 
Ram, a teammate of Bhagwati Per- 
diad in 3 Kumaon was third. 

This year the meet attracted 
over 1,600 athletes vdth teams- 
from Uttar Pradesh, Punjab, Bihar.- 
Orissa, Bombay and Gujarat provid¬ 
ing the euTstation challenge. 

8W C«HUUEI»ONlWNT 


Sriram back on track 


TT HE long road back to form has 
* been shown to Sriram Singh. 

, * was finely 

deared by his doctors, Kottoor and 
Chandran, and a month after the 
Services Sports Control Board 
Secre^, Wing Commander Dur- 
rani, had given a statement that 
Sriram Singh was fit and would 
join the camp, the athlete has in 
fact been declared fit and has Join- 
ed the camp at Patiala. 

The main question is not whe¬ 
ther the Montreal Olympics 800 
metres finalist can make the trip 
to Bangkok. The Amateur Athletic 
Federation of India had tried des¬ 
perately to send Sriram Singh to 
Edmonton, if only to complete the 
relay team. And that was when he 
proved unfit. 

Under the circumstances it is al¬ 
most certain that Sriram will be in 


Even while under treatment Sri¬ 
ram Singh had not missed out on 
his daily training schedule. But 
it was difficult to hide that he was 
under a great strain. And with all 
sorts of rumours about his fitness 
appearing in the papers from time 
to time without the poor athlete be- 
ing able to contest these claims. Sri¬ 
ram had certainly more than his 
athletics to worry about. One hopes 
with Ilyas Baba, his mentor in Pa¬ 
tiala. Sriram win gradually find his 
way back to normal life. 

There is every possibility of Sri¬ 
ram making, the Bam^ok trip if 
only as a rel» man. Tnat has been 
the AAFI’s fond hopes for quite 
some time. Without Sriram there 
will be no fourth man for the 1,€00 
metres relay. 

Meanwhile the AAPI has come 
in for sharp criticism from all 
sources. No* only has the Pedera- 



Oociors Kotteor and Chandran exandne Sriram 


the final team for the Bangkok 
Asiad. But it is very doubtful if 
the famous athlete wul be brought 
to top form- 

As Doctor Kottoor put's it, Sri¬ 
ram is medically fit but it will be 
too much to espect him to touch 
bis Montreal form again. And that 
is indeed true. An athlete who has 
been out of lim class competition 
for over two years (one would 
like to forget Ousseldorf) and 
under doctors’ treatment for about 
nine months, will require nothing 
short of a miracle to come back to 
terms. 


tion delayed the holding of the 
cross country championslups b u t 
has decided now to run it in the 
middle of the track season In the 
cold of Kota in November. 

The athletes are certainly not too 
hai^ about it but os far as the 
AAFI is concerned that is not a 
major obstacle. There is sneaking 
suspicion that behind this sudden 
change of attitude to cross coun¬ 
try, there lies a foreijm trip. And 
that means some ofncial gets a 
chance to go on a foreign jaunt at 
the expense of the public funds. 

-SW CORRESPONDENT 
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INDIA> PAKISTAN 

ANANDJI DOSSA 


FOREWORD BY 

VIJAY MERCHANT 



In his CRICKET TIES'. Anandji Dossa tries 
to recapitulate the achievements of 
yesterday's cricketers Oossa is better 
known as an expert cricket statistician but 
he brings to this book an incisive analysis 
of past performances He narrates how 
India was instrumental in getting Pakistan 
official test status and goes on to describe 
all the encounters between the two 
countries'- Pakistan's very first Test series 
was played against her neighbour This 
book is not ogly interesting, but it is also 
necessary reading for a new generation of 
cricket lovers who have never seen or 
heard commentaries about performances 
by Indo -Pakistani cricketers of 1950's. 


Available with all Leading Bookshops or by V.P.P. 

7Kj4pLCL «s G> 

Mail Order Division, 

3831. Pataudi House Road. Daiyaganj. 

New Oelhi-110 002 

Also at e CALCUTTA • ALLAHABAD eBOMBAY 



camel 

m9M 


Hold like crayon. 

Rub the gum^nd 
beck and forth till the paper 
becoinea sticky. Place sticky 
side against the object... briskly 
rub plastic*end of stick over the 
giued ares. 

The duration of gumming and 
rubbing depends on your 
requirements. 

CAMUN PRIVATI UMITBO 
STATIONERY DIVISION 
BOMBAY 40008t. 
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ChandrashekAT (left) ;iiul i>ua in !he ftnaJ . . .a neck 
and neck battle 


Thrills at Bokaro 


MID wild enthusiasm and exci¬ 
ted wagers, V. Chandrasfaekar. 
last week, overcame Manjit Oua in 
a thrilling final to win the ninth 
tnier-lnsiitutional Table Tennis 
Tournament ai Bokaro Steel City. 

It was a strange match in the 
early stages. Du a of Central Public 
Enterprises took the serve in the 
first game and lost all the points. 
At the change of service after five 
points, Chandrasbekar too, amaz¬ 
ingly, lost all the points to Dua. 
But thereafter, the match gathered 
a semblance of stabilitjr and pur¬ 
pose becoming of two high ranking 
national players. Despite mistakes, 
national champion Manjit Dua won 
the first game at 22-20. 

This initial advantage for Dua, 
however, did not deter Chandra- 
shekar. The game scores kept vacil¬ 
lating as the two fought neck and 
neck and each summoned all his 
experience, skill and guts to pro¬ 
pel into the lead. But whatever 
class Dua may have, this certainly 
wasn’t his day, and Chandrashekar 
won-the next three closely fought 
games 21-19, 23-21, 21-16. 

Indian Airlines* Chandrashekar 
picked up his second title, winning 
the men's doubles with R. Hari. 
They beat the Railways pair G. 
Jagannath and D. Haldin- ny two 
games to one. 

Hie absence of Indu Puri from 
the loumamenc made Ssilaja Salo- 
khe of Railways, an immediate fa¬ 
vourite to win the women’s singles 
title. But her very first game in 
the final against Nandini Kulkami, 


also of Railways, looked as though 
Salokhe would have a lot of trou¬ 
ble in thi^ match. She lost the first 
game 21-9. Nonetheless, Salaja put 
this setback behind her, and took 
the next three games 21-15, 21-16, 
21-17 to win the championmip. 

The Posts and Telegrmhs’ wo¬ 
men’s doubles team of S. Dalvi and 
J. Y. Karandikar crushed Jasbir 
Kaur and Anita Bista in two 
straight games, while Salokhe and 
Vilas Menon of Railways won the 
mixed doubles final beating Himlate 
and Rabi Visishta of Food Corp. 
of India 21-19, 21-19. 

— ARUN SINHA 

Bombay, Delhi 
supreme 

B ombay university won the 
waterpolo title at the All India 
Inter Varsity Swimming and Water- 
polo competitions at Mysore^ recent¬ 
ly. In the final they beat^'Punjab 
9-1 while S. Zaveri scored six 
goals. • 

Bombay University had another 
title in their bag when they won 
the women’s swimming champion¬ 
ship. Bombay’s ICaruna Mirchan- 
dani took the individual honours. 

- Delhi emerged champions in the 
men’s swimming events. The indivi¬ 
dual championship was won by 
Ram Rattan while Charu Sharma— 
both from Delhi — triumphed in 
the diving event. 


Ferreira retains 


title 


M ichael FERRBIRA retained 
his stranglehold over the 
Western India billiards title when 
he registered a facile victory over 
Subash Agarwal by 2,005 points to 
1,347 in his last round robin lea¬ 
gue match at the Khar Gymkhana, 
Bombay. Both players were unbea¬ 
ten till then. 

Chalking up big runs frith con¬ 
sistency at the opportune moment, 
the world champion, Michael, took 
the wind out of his challengers’ 
sails. In all, during the league 
stage, he notched up 16 three 
figure efforts. 

Michael’s breaks during the lea¬ 
gue wetre; Against Gordon Baptista 
— 117, 119 and 126 (in two hours 
as Gordon conceded the match 
after the first session); amdnst 
Girish Parekh — 174, 3%, 2097174 
and 666 (in 35 mins.); a^insi Ar- 



Michael Ferreira . facile 
victory 


vlnd Savur — 199, 519 (in 28 mins. 
53 secs.), 118 and 156 (unfinish¬ 
ed); against Subarii Agarwal — 
100, 263, 236 and 457 (in 25 mins. 
32 secs.). 

In both his big runs, when set 
for a biggm- breuc, Michael broke 
down on easy red winning hazards. 
His strongest challenu came from 
Karnataka’s Arvind Savur. 

Subash Agarwal, who lost only 
the match against Michael, gave 
an encouraging display. He i^yed 
with consistency, which was very 
much in evidence against Gordon 
Baptista when despite not register¬ 
ing a single century run he won a 
close lie bv 1,380 points to 1,213. 

In the other three matches, Agar¬ 
wal registered big efforts of 166, 
106 (against Girish Parekh), 161, 
125, 124, 141 and 187 (against Ar¬ 
vind Savur), 212 and 1^ (against 
Michael Ferreira). 

— BOSEV mSTRY 
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Cricket looking up in Goa 


OA. where football is rampant, 
is not known much for crickaA. 
But, efforts are being made to po¬ 
pularise this game. And bow? 

Rameshrao Chowgule, the presi¬ 
dent of the Coa Cricket Association 
has many plans on the anvil. In an 
exclusive interview with SPORTS- 
WEEK. Chowgule said that in the 
past the association had confined 
it’s activities to organising a few 
local tournaments, now under his 
guidance and direction, GCA will 
vrlden its sphere of activities and 
diversify the system of conducting 
tournaments, coaching for the up- 
and-coming and have stiffer and 
better standards of competition 
with outstation players so as to im¬ 
prove the standard of the game in 
Goa. 


perhaps, produce crickefers of na¬ 
tional or even international calibre. 

, While it is not an important con¬ 
sideration whether Goa plays in the 
West or South Zone Chowgule be¬ 
lieves that consistently good perfor¬ 
mances in the Cooch-Sehar and 
C. K. Nayudu tournaments would 

S ave the way for Goa’s entry into 
anji Trophy. 

He plans to encourage the school 
and college boys to seriously take 
up cricket, and develop the game 
at that level throu^ matches with 
teams of different states. 

Goa now has 77 clubs registered 
with the GCA and 1,300 players in¬ 
volved in the game. 

-- AJIT K. MOVE 




Chinnaswami (cenSre) with Rameshrao Chowgule (ri^l) 
and Sasid^ Naik, GCA secreiary 


Two now chamtis 

ICHAEL D’Sa of D h e m p e 
^ , CoHege of Arts and Science 
and Amita Ndk of Pharma^ Col¬ 
lege won the men’s and the wo¬ 
men’s singles title, respectively in 
me All Goa lnter-ColIm|iate Bad¬ 
minton Tournament at the Indoor 
Stadium in Panjim. Michael, who 
was labelled "the Panama Pros¬ 
pect’* for his promising display in 
the Matunga Gymkhana Tourna¬ 
ment in Bombay recently, trounced 
Anand Nair 15^, lS-1 to win the 
individual championship for the 
first time. He was the runner-up to 
Anil Madgaokar ISst year. 

Amita, who is also a state player, 
dictated the terms in the women’s 
finals with an easy 11-0, 11-3 win 
against Maria Baptista. 

— A.KM. 


Orissa triumphant 

/^RISSA emerged champions in 
the men’s division' of the East 
Zone Inter-State Badminton Cham¬ 
pionships this year, for the first 
time, after beating holders tlP in 
the semi-final and then bringing off 
a deserving win over.Bengal in the 
finals. In the competition between 
seven states — Assam, Bengal, 
Bihar, Manipur, Nagaland, Orissa 
and Uttar Pradesh — in which 85 
players, including two internatio¬ 
nals. Romen Ghosh (Orissa) and 
Syed Modi (UP), took part, Orissa’s 
young and fast maturing whis kid 
Sanat Misra performed superbly. 

Orissa beat Bengal 3-1 m the 
finals. 


. In the women’s section Bengal 
were outstandini^ Neither Bihar 
nor Nagaland could match the 
skills of the Bengali women, and 
eventually both lost by two matches 
to nil. In each case, the doubles 
was not played since the outcome 
had already been decided. 

— D. DEO 


Chowgule is grateful to the pre¬ 
sident of the Indian Board of Con¬ 
trol for Cricket, Chinnaswami for 
showini^ interest and enabling Goa 
to participate in some of the all- 
India tournaments conducted by the 
Board, like the C. K. Nayudu Tto- 
phy and the Cooch-Behar tourna¬ 
ment and other matches. 

Rameshrao is happy over what 
the association has OMn able to do 
and what it proposes to do in the 
near future. 

One of the schemes that he has 
thought of is the introduction of in¬ 
ter-offices cricket in Goa. Till now. 
says Chowgule, cricket was confined 
to Sundays and holidays and that 
too on a limited scale. With the 
introduction of intmr-offices cricket 
tournaments, commercial houses, 
firms and offices, especially those 
of banks and government, can he 
persuaded to take more interest in 
the game, he feels. Inter-offices 
cricket can give more time for 
players to play and practise and 
raise the standard of the game and. 



Vilas Kadatn, cantoln of Ae CeMrat Bank of India Kabaddi 
team receive his pete fnm Kfe. K. J. & Banaji, CBI 
Generiri Managar. CBI .won the Inte Bank KnhaAM 
Toumament recendy 


46 


SPOXTSWEEK, OCTOSBE 29, 1978 




Squanderer or Manitou? 



Squanderer .... going lo Mud 



L inden flora, the David who 
“slew” Goliath Manitou in the 
Indian St. Leger, will take on the 
granddaddy of them all, the mighty 
Squanderer, in the President of In 
dia Gold Cup in Hvdersihrid next 
Sunday and the r: ;• a ..ill serve 
to stimulate fin iher discussion on 
the hot topic of the moment; who 
is the greater, Squanderer or Mani¬ 
tou? 

The debate must necessarily be 
onlv an academic one as the two 
will never meet in combat, as 
Squanderer is to be retired to stud 
after this race. Both have stout 
adherents who will sing the praises 
of their respective favourite in loud 
and clear tones and will theorise at 
length on what would have happen¬ 
ed had they met. 

While the outcome of the Presi¬ 
dent of India Gold Cup cannot pro¬ 
vide a conclusive answer to the 
great debate, as the rule of thumb 
does not apply to racing, or, for 
that matter, to most sports activi¬ 
ties, it will certainly generate much 
beat on the subject even if it fails 
to throw much light. 

Let us analyse the available data. 
Squanderer, Ranjit V. Bhat and 
I. '*■ Mirchandani’s, Valoroso-Milky 
Way five-year-old, has been beaten 
but once in his illustrious career. 
He has beaten the best of his age 
as well as older horses, including 
the English-bred mare Certainly, 
with authority, and most experts 
are of the view that be has never 
been fully extended. 

Manitou, a four-year old by Grey 
Gaston-Dusty Marta, has been bea¬ 
ten but twice. In the Indian 2,000 
Guineas in which he was inexplic¬ 
ably unplaced and in the Indian 
St. Le^r in Pune when he finish¬ 
ed ei^t lengths behind the not 
fully extended Linden Flora. He 
has beaten the best in the coun¬ 
try, except Squanderer, with ease, 
creating course records for 2,400 
metres in Bombay and 2,000 metres 
in Madras in the process. It is 
significant to note that Ipi Tombi, 
who was easily beaten by him in 
the Indian Derby and who was 
again beaten in the Invitation Cup 
in Hyderabad, finished seven 
lengths behind him in the St. 
Leger. 

Ulus, although Manitou was offi¬ 
cially reported to us lame after the 


Leger, he again proved his superio¬ 
rity over Ipi Tombi. This fact en¬ 
hances the value of Linden Flora’s 
performance as he was a total of 
15 lengths clear of Ipi Tombi. The 
gnt-abroad son of Linden Tree- 
Gambia is the most expcnsively- 
urchased Indian-bred and is per- 
aps the one with the best ever 
bloodlines. However, his Leger win 
was a big surprise as he had done 
little of note earlier to give him a 
chance against his two well-perfor¬ 
med opponents. It can be conclud¬ 
ed from that that he has at last 
come to hand. 

If that conclusion is correct his 
meeting with Squanderer, which, 
ironically, has been made possible 
by rioting punters in Hyderabad 
which caused the October 15 date 
on which the Gold Cup wa.s to be 
held lo be cancelled and fresh en¬ 
tries to be invited, is of much 
significance, and how he fares 
against Squanderer will provide 
some guide as to Manitou’s rating 
as compared to that of Squanderer. 
There is, however, one confusing 
aspect. Linden Flora is, as his blood 
shows, a solid stayer and it follows 
that he will perform better over 


2,800 metres than over 2.4(X) 
metres. 

It is this column’s firm opinion 
that Squanderer is eminently super, 
ior to Linden Flora and that he 
should win this iiophy, which he 
won so well last year, Hands down 
and this column wishes that, as 
this is his farewell appearance, he 
should be fully ridden out in an 
effort to create yet another course 
recordI 

Ihe champion Calcutta trainer, 
Lawrence Fowne.s, who curtailed 
his activities during the Bangalore 
Summer Meeting in order to have a 
big hand in Mysore, failed badly 
and the trusted team of Zareer 
Darashah and jockey J a g d i s h 
emerged as leading professionals 
again. Darashah saddled 31 winners 
in 121 races for a good average of 
26.4 per cent, of the races, and ^ag- 
dish rode 35 winners for a brilliant 
average of 29.8 per cent, of the 
races. Red Chieftan, the winner of 
the Mysore Derby in his only ap- 
pcarance, was the colt of the sea¬ 
son and Shimmering Gold, t h e 
winner of the 1,000 Guineas, was 
the filly of the meeting. 
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What now, for Boycott? 


Q EOFFREY BOYCOTT, ex-Eng- 
land vice<apiain and ex-York- 
shi re captain, has been one of the 
gat ne’s most prolific rungetters 
an d controversial figures in the last 
da cade. For many a year the cric- 
k( a craxy Yorkshire crowd has 
:hoed the feeling "Yorkshire 
ithout Boycott isn’t Yorkshire at 
ll." 

Eight years ago. Boycott was ap- 
I pointed captain after a 7-fi vote 
in the committee room. A few days 
ago, whilst he was busy making 
the final arrangements tor his 
mother’s funeral, cricket’s prodigal 
son was told that he hao been 
axed from the Yorkshire captaincy. 
Not very long back Bob Wulis had 
been appointed as Mike Brearley's 
deputy for the Australian tour. 

Where, one might ask, does that 


leave England’s No. 1 batsman? 
Understandably he is deeply dis 
turbed. His sub.sequent statcmeni.s 
and ‘allegations’ against the York¬ 
shire committee will no doubt have 
serious repercussions. The rose of 
Yorkshire is no longer in full 
bloom ... its petals seem to be 
dropping away, slowly but surely. 

Fourteen months ago Boycott on 
drove Greg Chappell to reach his 
century of centuries before his own 
crowd. The world saluted him and 
no one in England would ever 
have imagined that he would be 
faced with this unfortunate situa¬ 
tion. And new, the York.shire com¬ 
mittee has decided his fate. It does 
seem like the end of a wonderful 
inning.s, sadly brought about by a 
run-out. 

— RAJU CHAINANI 



Bogdanova . . . world record at ago 1 1 


Bogdanova— 
first for USSR 

■pOURTEEN -year-old schoolgirl 
* from Leningrad Yulia Bogda¬ 
nova, is the new world champion 
in the 100-metre breaststroke event 
She set a new world record at iho 
recent aquatic championship in 
West Berlin by clocking 1 min 
10.31 secs. Bogdanova is the firs: 
among Soviet women swimmers to 
win the highest title of the world 
championship. Yulia was second 
in the 200-metre swim leaving the 
first place for her compatriot Lina 
Kachushite, a new world record 
holder too. 

Bogdanova is the youngest on the 
Soviet national team. She star-ed 
swimming at the age of eight. A- 
preseni she is a 8~former of a 
Leningrad school. 



I'isi-ttrr . . . Ii.i('lv ;<* rhes 
•ifier a sovycar exile 



Kakoko .... ‘‘first obligation 
is to study” 


East Bengal's 
new 'find'7 

TXOES the name Nkongolo Kaba- 
^ munangi mean anything to 
you? Probably not. except that it’s 
quite a tongue-twister. But "Ka- 
koko" might possibly strike a chord 
in the memory of those who follow 
international soccer closely. “Ka¬ 
koko,” indeed, was the left-winger 
of the Zaire team that played the 
1974 World Cup in West Germany. 

Nkongolo Kabamunangi is “Ka- 
koko’s” real name. And not only is 
he now in India, in the country’s 
biggest soccer centre, Calcutta. 
East Bengal Club has already made 
it clear that it wants to have “Ka¬ 
koko” playing for the club side. 

“Kakoko.” however, is emphatic 
about one thing: "I am in India 
as a 'tudent — my first obligation 
is to study.” It is not vitally im¬ 
portant to him, he .said, whether 
he plays for a team like East Ben¬ 
gal, or merely his College XI. 

“Kakoko” hasn’t played much 
soccer over the last four years. In 
fact, from 1975 he was busy with 
his job at the Air Traffic Control 
in Kinshasa airport. When the 
Government of Zaire decided to 
send some students abroad for 
higher education, “Kakoko” was 
among those who did well in the 
examinations and qualified for a 
scholarship. 

— SUBROTO SIRKAR 

Fischer returning 

n OBBY FISCHER, US Grandma.s- 
^ ter and former world cham 
pion, is returning to chess aUer a 
self-imposed six-year exile. 

Talks for a friendly match bet¬ 
ween Fischer and Yugoslav Grand¬ 
master SveiDzar Gligoric are on, 
and the former world champion has 
asked for a $1 million fee for this 
contest. 

According to a communique, Fis- 
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cber has proposed an “unlimited” 
nmich, where draws won’t count. 
One possible format may be that 
whoever first wins 10 games would 
be declared winner. In case the 
score reaches then a player 
would need to win three more 
games for victory. 

Woolley~«nd of 
an innings 

P* RANK WOOLLEY, perhaps the 
^ greatest cricket entertainer of 
them all, has ended h i s earthly 
innings — in Canada. He was 91 
and had been ill for two years. 

He was respected throughout 
England, idolised in Kent — and 
generally regarded as the greatest 
mf-hander in the world. 

In cold statistics Frank played 
for Kent from 1906 to 1938, when 
he was 51, and made 64 appearan¬ 
ces for England. 

During his long career he scored 
145 centuries in nis 58,969 runs — 
only Hobbs got more — averaging 
40.75. He took 2,068 wickets at an 
average of 19.85. 

Kent ebairman John Pocock said: 
"He was the boyhood idol of thou¬ 
sands. Always nis was the first 
score we looked for. Although he 
last played for Kent more than 40 
years ago his name was familiar 
with all ages.” 


“A place is still open fw India. It 
would be no problem to recast 
the draw which was made recent¬ 
ly in order to accommodate 
India.” 

— Nur Khan 


“A match against Fischer would be 
very interesting and I hope I 
would win or I would not be in¬ 
terested in playing.” 

— Anatoly Karpov. 

"Mushta^ Mohammed, the man 
who finally accounted for Vis- 
wanath, and his men must have 
said tl^eir Friday luncheon pray¬ 
ers with thanks. Such was thmr 
glee when the thorn in Pakistan’s 
skin was removed .! . ” 

•x l-ala Amarnath. 

“I do not know when our journa¬ 
lists will get out of this habit of 
kite flying. It almost appears 
that some of them are wishing 
that we join the Packer crowd.” 

— Bishan Bedi. 


“It surprised me . . . that Mushtaq 
did jiot see fit to bring on Iqbal 
Qasim till past the 200 mark. 


After all he was not being play¬ 
ed for his fielding.” 

— Omar Qureshi. 



”1 have been feeling very confident 
of myself since my win in tho 
Commpnwealth Games and I 
snm^ow ihou^t that 1 could do 
well against Fleming (Delfs) this 
time." 

— Prakash Padukonc. 








Don’t forget to collect d 
free gift w>th your‘g’CMEF 



THE NATURAL QA8 COMPANY PVT. LTD. 

e3/S7.LMffli (Murancs BuMins.Sir P.M Read.Bombsy-l. □ Phent: 206436.9MahlaChambwt,l3.Msihsw 
Read. Bombay-4. a Phofw. 363322. • 2. Meladlna Read. Puna- t. a Phona: 23184.# 6. Vikas Bbavan, 
Sbivall Rosd,NatUi-2 Q Phono: 2233.#Asblrwad BuUdine.Shop No.t.Autsngpuia,Aurangabad□ Phono:3438. 
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Buzzino 

Around 


by Busybee 


S INCE everybody is writing his 
Pakistui Diary, I will now 
write my Bombay Diary. 

The turn-out before the TV sets 
and the transistors was the big¬ 
gest ever. More than a million 
watched and listened to the open¬ 
ing day’s play as ag^nst t h e 
8,000 in the stadium in Faisala- 
bad. 

The crowd, I must say, was very 
sporting and generously applaud- 
M Zaheer Abbas’s magnificent 
century. Which goes to prove 
that at least the sporting rela¬ 
tions between India and Paki¬ 
stan have improved no end. 

* * * 

Bombay can be described as the 
Manchester of India, because of 
its many textile mills. The autho¬ 
rities in Bombay are to be con¬ 
gratulated for turning the city, 
at short notice, into a Test re¬ 
ceiving station by providing a 
direct TV link with raisalabad. 
This is the first time that this has 
been done and with this Bombay 
can be said to have come of Test 
age. So far. for the Tests played 
by Indians in England and Aus¬ 
tralia, there had only been a ra¬ 
dio link. 

* * * 

Both myself and ray friends have 
been overwhelmed by Bombay 
hospitality. Not having our own 
TV sets, we have been going to 
houses of almost total strangers 
to watch the Test on their sets. 
And everywhere we have gone, we 
have been welcomed. If this goes 
on, we will be spending more 
time being wined and dined by 
our neighoours and other TV 
owners rather than watching ac¬ 
tual cricket. 

• * * 

And now for some statistics; This 
is the first time in 18 years that 
Bombay newspapers are carrjring 
news of cricket between India 
and Pakistan Half the Indian 
journalists in Pakistan are from 
Bombay. In the first Test, Gavas¬ 
kar and Vengsarkar of Bombay 
scored between them more runs 
than all the State Bank of India 
players in the team put together. 
Anant Setalvad, the radio com¬ 
mentator, also being a Bombay 
man, Bombay’s cup of joy was 
overflowing. 

• * * 

It was a very pleasant journey 
motoring down from Pune to 


Bombay last week-end. As we 
came down the majestic western 
ghats, we were reminded of the 
lUiyber and Bolan Pass down 
which successive invasions have 
come to the Indo-Gangetic plains. 

Some Poona Club cricketers, who 
were travelling with us, were 
most impressra by the ghats. 
They also said that they were re¬ 
minded of the Khyber and Bolan 
Pass. 

• * * 

Brisk preparations are being made 
for a suitable welcome by the 


Kalpesh Jani, IS 
C'O Shri B. S. Yagnik, 
.lani-Cottage, 

332, Sake; Nagar, 

Indore 4S2 001. 

(MP). 

Hobbies: Cricket, cricket records. 

Trideepranjan Hasarika, 16 
Kusnal Nagar, 

P. O. Moranhat, 

Distt; Dibrugarh 
(Assam) 785670. 

Pen friendship. 

A Dhanarni, 17 
No Q 23. (U). 

IV Main Road, 

Maruoni Extension, 

Srirampuran*, 

Bangalore 560 021. 

Cricket, movies, novels, travelling, 
pen friends. 

Biswaiialh Agarwala, 1? 

C/o Radheshayam Agarwala, 

69. Station Road, 

Burnpur 713325. 

Distt: Burdwan (WB). 

Cricket magazines, stamps, playing 
guitar, photography. 

Edgar Sihreira, 18 
Alto Mangor, 

Vasco da Gama, 

Goa 403 802. 

Football, view cards, stamps, 
magazines. 

Anil Kumar B Mugali, 19 
B. V. SG II. 


Bombay Cricket Association to 
the Indian cricket team on its 
return to the city after a success¬ 
ful tour. If the tour is not suc¬ 
cessful, then the welcome will 
be cancelled. 

During my stay here in Bombay I 
have been meeting a lot of for¬ 
mer Indian cricketers vdio have 
played in the Indo-Pakistan ser¬ 
ies more than 18 years ago. How¬ 
ever, 1 have not met any of the 
players on the current tour. 
Which. I suppose, is to be expect¬ 
ed, as they are all in Pakistan. 


Room 69/IInd Block. 

Veterinary College Hostel. 
Hebbal, Bangalore 24. 

Pen friends, cartoons, acting, writ¬ 
ing. journalism, kabaddi. 

Sushil Kumar, 20 
46, Bhabha Hall, 

College of Agriculture, 

Jobner 303 329. 

Distt: Jaipur (Raj). 

Cricket, cricket statistics, reading. 

Manoharraj, 20 
UA.S. Press, 

University of Agriculture 
Science, 

Hebbal, Bangalore 24. 

Cricket, drawing, stamps, painting, 
pen friends. 

Haider Ali Pasha, 21 
Top Tailoring, 

Muradpur, 

Patna 800 004. 

Bihar. 

Football, sports, travelling. 

Saskosh R Zade, 22 
C/o A. V. Gujar R.M.S. Colony, 
Behind Police 
Line Takali, 

Nagpur 440 013. 

Swimming, cricket, music. 

Dijprijai S Pathaniok 25 
23, Tingre Nagar, 

Poona 411032. 

Cricket, badminton, pen friendship, 
travelling, reading writing. 
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by CHATTERBOX 


^ WHAT do you think will be 
the outcome of the Indian 
cricket team’s tour of Pakistan and 
the subsequent series against West 
Indies at home? 

—Rajesb Sinha 
(Lucknow). 

A THE tour of Pakistan will 
generate a lot of goodwill 
and ensure a regular exchange of 
visits. The gains from the visit by 
West Indies will depend entirely 
on how the Board views the re¬ 
ported decision of our leading 
lights to join Kerry Packer. 

WHAT is the Test record of 
Pakistan pace bowler Imran 

Khan? 

—Suhas Mohanty 
(Cuttack-9). 

m IN 15 Tests before the series 
with India, Imran has taken 
62 wickets for 2043 runs at an 
average of 32.95 with six for 102 
and six for 63, which enabled Pak¬ 
istan to win .the third Test against 
Australia at Sydney in January, 
1977, as his best figures. He has 
also scored 503 runs in 26 innings 
at an average of 20.95. 

WHAT is India’s record 
against Australia and how 
has Viswanath performed against 
them? 

—Kaiia.sh Chandra Sharma 
(Dibrugarh). 

gk IN 30 Tests between them, 
India have won five, lost 19 
and drawn six. Viswanath has 




fvAmaiMmaH 
Ul arHKl OMttt 


^aillilJtiC 


u think will be played nine Tests against Australia 
of the Indian end scored 807 runs in 17 innings. 
>f Pakistan and once not out, for an average ot 

!S against West S0.43. He registered a century, 137, 

at Kanpur in 1969. 

—Rajesb Sinha CAN Rajinder Singh Hans 

(Lucknow). become another Bishan 

Bedi? 

Pakistan will 

, _ j —Apoorva Varma 

ot of goodwill (Lucknow), 

ar exchange of 

)m the visit by m HANS has still a consider- 
epend entirely able distance to go and let 

views me re- na, make him self-conscious by 

” 0 “ ^ comparing him with Bedi. 

y Packer. 

a DID Mark Spits compete in 
the 1976 Olympics a: Mont- 
; bowler Imran real? Are amateur sportsmen allow¬ 
ed to appear in advertisements? 
Suhas Mohanty —Haimaja Prassanna Bose 

(Cuttack-9). (Calcutta 20). 

efore the series A SPITZ did not compete in 

siran has taken , . . 

rt i-iinc at an «eft the amateuT ranks soon alter 
i-h s^ for 102 '*•« »®72 Games at Munich. Those 

;h enabled Pak- "fP*'*"* 

rd Test against appear in advertisements. 

ey in January, ^ WHO won the Wimbledon 

.h®* ^ men’s singles in 1877, ’78. 

s in 26 innings ,79 .gy .gg >90 ,0 1901 , ’14 and 

’19? 

Iti-i’s record “A. R. Shirodkar 

dias record (Thane, Bombay). 

aha and how 

formed against j\ 1877: S. W. Gore; ’78: P. F. 

^ Hadow; ’79: J. T. Hartley; 
fiandra Sharma ’87: H. F. Lawford; ’88: E. Ren- 
(Dibrugarh). shaw; ’90; W. J. Hamilton; ’91: *92: 

W. Baddcley; *93. ’94; J. Pim; "95; 
between them, vV. Baddeley; ’96; H. S. Mahony; 
on five, lost 19 IWl: A. W. <^re; 1^14: N. E. 
Viswanath has Brookes: 1919: G. L. Patierson. 

H igh honours for Indian hockcv 
have became merely a dream 
now, but hockey is the only popu¬ 
lar sport to find a prominent place 
on Indian stamps. The Indian pos¬ 
tal authorities have issued three 
stamps in commemoration of In¬ 
dian hockey on various occasions. 

In 1966, India became hockry 
champions in the 5ih Asian Games. 
To commemorate this victory the 
Indian postal department issued a 
15 p stamp depicting the game of 
hockey being played by Indians. 

In 1972. on the occasion of the 
twentieth Olympic Games, a 20 p 
stamp was issued depicting a hoc¬ 
key player in action. Again in 1976, 
in commemoration of the twenty- 
&st Olympic Games held in 
Canada the Indian postal depart¬ 
ment issued a Re l.SO stamp deli¬ 
neating a hockey stick and a ball. 

— JAGDISH BINIWALE 
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HIS last round game from the 
Hospet Tournament shows Ro- 
hini Khadilkar's skill In combina¬ 
tive and tactical play. Disregarding 
Black's attempts to steer the game 
into less usual variations she 
chooses the Yugoslav Attack against 
the Dragon and after 20 moves rea¬ 
ches a position brilliantly won by 
Kaniov against Korchnoi in 1974. 
In this game Black defends better, 
but Rohini’s attack with Pawn 
sacrifices finally confounds him. 

SICILIAN DEFENCE 
Wliite: Rohini Khadilkar 
Black: Raghuraman 

1. PK4. PQB4 2. NKB3, NQBS 3. 
PQ4, PKN3 (a) 4. NB3. BN2 5. BK3, 
PxP 6. NxP, NB3 7. BQB4 (b) PQ3 
8. PB3, 00 9. QQ2, BQ2 10. PKR4. 
QR4 11. 000, QRM (c) 12. BN3. 
NK4 13. PR< NxRP 14. PKN4 (d) 
NKR3 15. BR6, NB5 16. BxN. RxB 
17. N4K2. KRBl 18 BxB, KxB 19. 
OR6ch, KNl 20. RQ3. QQl (e) 21. 
PK5!, PxP 22. PN5. NR4 23. NN3. 
RQ5 24. RxR, PxR 25. NQS (f) QBl 

26. NxN!, PxN (g) 27. QxP. BB4 
28. RR2, RBI 29. PN6I, BxNP 30. 
QK5, PK3 31. NBGch, KRl 32. 
QxRP, PK4 33. QNl! 0N2? (h) 34. 
QxR, QxN 35. QKB8 mate. 

(a) The Ultra Fiancbetto. Pos¬ 
sibly the actual sequence is 2 . . . 
PKN3 3. PQ4, BN2 4. NQB3, NQB3 
5. PQ5, NQS which Raghuraman 
played against Vasantha Babu in a 
recent tournament at Bangalore. 


(b) 7. NxN, NPxN 8. PKS^ NNl 
9. BQ4, PQB4 10. BxP, Q]&2 11. 
BQ4, BxP or the Pawn sacrifice 
8 . . . NQ4 (instead of . . . NNl) 9. 
NxN. PxN 10. 9xP. RQNl trans¬ 
poses into variations of the Accele¬ 
rated Fianchetto. Here White shows 
a preference for the Yugoslav At¬ 
tack against the Dragon, which, 
however. Black can side-step by 
8 . . . PQR4. 

(c) After 10 . . . QR4 usually 
the KR is brought to QBl. 10 . . . 
RBI is played (instead of 10 . . . 
QR4 in some variations. 

The game Karpov-Korchnoi, 
Candidates' Final Match 1974, 
went: 10 . . . RBI 11. BN3, NK4 12. 
000, NB5 13. BxN, RxB 14. PR5, 
NxRP 15. PKN4, NB3 16. N4K2!. 
QR4 17. BR6. BxB 18. QxB, RlBl 
19. RQ3, R5B4 20. PNS!!. RxP 21. 
RQ5I!, RxR 22. NxR, RKl 23. N2B4!. 
BB3 24. PK5!, BxN 25. PxN, PxP 
26. QxRPch, KBl 27. QRSch, KK2 
28. NxBch, QxN 29. RKlch, Black 
resigns. 

(d) This avoids the variation 14. 
BR6, NQ6ch; but a.<i pointed out in 
note (d) of last week’s game. Black 
has another resource in the game 
continuation 14 . . . NB3 15. BR6, 
RxN! 16. PxK? (better 16. BxB) 
NxBP! 17. NxN, NxKP and now 
with the Black Rook on KBl (in¬ 
stead of QRl) White cannot even 
try 18. BxPeh. 

(e) This is the position reached 
ill the KHrpMV-Korchnoi game quo¬ 


ted above after White's 19th move. 
Black is deprived of counter play 
with . . . RxN breaking up White's 
castled position. He now tries a de¬ 
fensive Queen retreat, an improve¬ 
ment on Korchnoi's move. 

(f) The threat is 26. RxNI, PxR 

27. NxRP, QBl 28. NxPeh mating. 

(g) He cannot exchange Queens 
because of 26. QxQ 27. PxQ, PxN 

28. NxPeh winning the exchange. 

(h) Black cracks under White’s 
constant tactical threats. The threat 

34. QxB! and 35. RxP mate could 
be defended by 33 . . . RB2 when 
a win for White does not seem pos¬ 
sible; e.g. 33 . . . RB2 34. QNS, 
QBl! with counter attack; or 34. 
QRl, KN2 (not . . . QN2? 35. NK8) 

35. NRSch (if 35. NxP?, QBII) KNl 

36. NBGch drawing. 


END GAME 



Black: KgS; Ncl; P’s-fS, h2. 


White to play and draw. 




T here is no more dreaded 
name in Bridge than Anil Pur- 
kait’s. He plays the game in a 
world of hi.s own, where percent¬ 
ages and probabilities are for the 
birds, where the cards whisper sec¬ 
rets into his ear and every hand 
shapes like a fairy tale. 

Here is one he played against 
Bhowanipur in the last West Ben 
gal Guru Duti Trials: 


A J 

A J 10 X 
K X x 

A X X X 


0 X 
X X 

A Q J 10 X X 
K J 9 

You and 1 might ponder on the 
wisdom of a little slam on these 
cards and probably conclude that 
"GD” played by North (after an 


opening bid of INT and a transfer 
sequence) is a good contract. Any 
lead except a trump would be help¬ 
ful to declarer. On a trump lead, 
the most attractive line is pro¬ 
bably to play on a double heart 
finesse after testing King and Ace 
of clubs before finessing hearts a 
second time. A spade finesse couid 
be resorted to, if clubs prove 
sour. 

Purkait was in ‘7 diamonds' in 
seconds flat. Don't ask me how he 
got there. He bids as he plays, 
with inspiration, fettered by no 
rules, no inhibitions. 

“7 Diamonds” appears to binge 
on a club finesse and break in 
addition to a spade finesse — some¬ 
thing like 9%.? 

After a trump lead, Purkait drew 
two more rounds of trumps on 
which his RHO, (^vind Sinha, 
shed two hearts. 

Purkait ran the knave of clubs! 
It held! A 9% chance bad,been 
converted into a 4}% chance, but 


SPORTING SAM.by Reg Wootton 
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ACROSS 

1. I regain >n African country taking to spor.<. 
seriously (7). 

4. The greatest batsman returns initially (1, 1, 1.) 

6. Gurbachan Singh was this of international 
class (1, 7). 

7. This returning slam is bid in bridge (5). 

8 1 down initially (1, 1, 1). 

9 & 18. Cricketers from down under (6). 

10. Top world swimmers are generally in theii 
this coming back (5). 

12. A large cat was what Pataudi Jr. was called (S). 

13. This glance is a cricket stroke (3). 

14. A golfing term with a paternal beginning (3) 

16. Adam’s wife starts a Wimbledon champion (5) 

17. He won the Olympic discus throw gold medal 
four times (2, 6). 

18. See 9 across. 

19. Indian discus thrower rants in-between (7). 

DOWN 

1. Rank Nana duet as a great Indian badminton 
player (S, 7). 

2. Elegance comes up for the grand old m»ti of 
cricket (5). 

3. A female bird in-between the Olympic venue 

( 6 ). 

4. There should be perfect understanding in this 
between partners in bridge (7). 



11. Famous football club from Pur ijab is ahead (7). 

13. Teams this before the final of a tournament 
14-2). 

14. Vijay Amritraj drives this c oming up (5). 


Bridge 

that’s how the cards lay ... Q x :: 
on his left and 10 x x on his right. 

He’d seen the card.s? Of course! 
Purkaii sees with a vision that is 
not of this world. Physically, he’s 
as blind as a bat and can hardly 
see dummy. 

Without pausing for breath be 
ditched a heart on dummy’s long 
club and played the heart Ace fell¬ 
ing the Queen on his left. He next 
played dummy’s knave of hearts 
and when Siima smoothly played 
low, he ran it, ditching a spade 
from his band, spread his cards 
and claimed the contract before his 
L.H.O. could play to this trick. It 
was over in a matter of seconds. * 


This was the full hand; 


A J 

A J 10 X 
K X X 
A X X X 
N 


10 X X X XX 

Q 

XXX (E) 
Q X X 


.K XX 

K X X X X X 

(W) X 

10 XX 


(Purkak) 

Qx 

X X 

A O .1 10 X X 


Last wee ik's solution 


When Amit Roy, niy corre.spon- 
dent, asked Purkait why he had 
opted for the ruffing heart fiiiesM* 
in preference to the spade fine.sse. 
he smiled and said “when Govind 
discarded two hearts in the teeth 
of dummy’s length, it was obvious 
he had six . . . I ” 

Roy did not dare to ask h i m 
why he had opted for the Chinese 
finesse in clubs! Perhaps, one day 
he’ll tell us . . . 

Do you wonder that Purkait’s 
team blitzed Bhowanipur and de¬ 
nied them Guru Outt representa¬ 
tion. It was Purkaii’s day and on 
his day, the Blue Team would have 
to bow before Purkaii. 



How much do 

1. Can a golfer remove or press 
down any irregularities of the 
giound which could in any way 
affect his stroke? 

2. When dees the evaluation of a 
gymnast’s exercise begin while 
performing on the rings? 

3. Can the distance between the 
goal lines in water polo be 32 ro.? 

4. Can the breadth of the internal 
stringing are of a squash racket 
be_7J ins.? 

5. If in a badminton doubles match 
a player serves out of turn, and 


you I know? 

his si de loses the rally, what 
shouli J be the decision? 

6. A m arathon runner developes 
cram' ps during the race, can be 
be g! iven first aid? 

ANSWERS; 

1. Nr >. 2. The moment he leaves 
the flc lor. 3. No. It must not ex¬ 
ceed 3 0 m. 4. No. It should not ex¬ 
ceed ’ /J ins. 5. The mistake shall 
stand, and the players’ position 
shall not be corrected during the 
reme! ,nder of the game. 6. No. 

— HOSEY M18TRY 
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Red trail ling not cm 

N eil ALLEI V has stroogly advo¬ 
cated intr oducing t h e com¬ 
munist style of sports training into 
the Western ct tuntries (SW Oct. 
8th). However,, he should have con¬ 
sidered Nadia t Comanecis’ plight 
before penning these words. Twice 
she has run awt ly from her sports 
school because s he is in love with 
a folk singer tv »ice her age she 
hr'-, put on a lot * weight and sirf- 
fers depressive fc outs. As a result 
she is losing intei 'esi in gymnastics 
and this is clearl y shown by her 
recent performs nces. Although 
Nadia obviously a 'ants to give up 
her sport she is fo reed to continue 
training so that h« tr counti^ can 
wring out a few mt 're medals from 
her. ^e communis t style of train¬ 
ing will never sue ceed in demo¬ 
cratic countries be cause people 
have been brought < up on freedom 
of thouglit, specc h and action, 
which in the long ru n, is more im¬ 
portant than gold m> edals. 

— Gul-Fraaz Ezekt icl (Calcutta). 

Well done, b oyel 

T he Indian team n lust be con¬ 
gratulated for t he fighting 
spirit it exhibited in the Faisala- 
bad Test. ‘The little m aster,’ G. R. 
Viswanalh also dcsei 'ves special 
praise for his career bt !St score of 
145, He is now one of U te very few 
Indians to have scorec I centuries 
against ail the five major cricketing 
nations. 

— N. S. Ashok (I dadigere). 


C ONGRATULATIONS to Viswa- 
nath on achieving th e feat of 
having scored 50 or more ' runs in 
six successive test .inning s. The 
great Donald Bradman was the only 
other person to achieve tk lis. 

— A. H. Rizvi (I ’atna-1). 


^CONGRATULATIONS to Zaheer 
^ Abbas on his big scor es at 
Faisalabad. His deliutful stroke- 
play in the face of the fines 't spin 
combination was a feast foi ' sore 
eyes. 

— Pradeep Sengupta, Dilip • Kaz, 
Swapan Choudhary (Calci itta). 


This family get-together 


HAT a family affair the first 
” Teat between India and Paki¬ 
stan at Faisalabad turned out to be. 

The Indian side contained the 
Amarnath fraternity, Surinder end 



Who keeps helmets? 


T N the Faisalabad Test, Sadiq 
used a helmet while facing me¬ 
dium pace bowlers and fielding in 
close positions. On other occasions, 
(when playing spinners or fielding 
in the deep) he simply handed it 
to the umpire. 

Now consider the views of an 
English umpire, J. B. Smith of 
Worcester: “In my case it was the 
wicketkeeper who called for pro¬ 
tective head gear whilst standing 
tc a particular bowler. At the end 
of the over he took it off and asked 
a fellow player to give it to me as 
T was retirnig to square-leg. 1 loud¬ 
ly informed him — to catch the 
captain’s ear — that his head gear 
wa.- not my responsibility, and car¬ 
ried on walking to my position. I 
felt 1 acted correctly and usually 
oblige when asked to take an un¬ 
wanted cap or sweater.” 

The question, therefore, is should 
an umpire oblige a player by keep¬ 
ing his helmet when he does not 

choose to wear it.as helmets 

are not a part and parcel of the 
game yet. 

— C. K. Ramanathan 
(Ghaziabad, UP). 


Mohinder (and old man Lala was 
watching) plus Sunil Gavaskar and 
G. R. Viswanath representing their 
country for the first time as bro- 
thers-in-lsw. 

For Pakistan the Mohammad 
brothers. Ssdiq and Mushtaq were 
auin playing touther. and Majid 
Khan had two relatives on the field 
— both the opening bowlers — 
‘Packerman’ Imran Khan is his 
first cousin, and Sarfraz Nawaz is 
his brother-in-law. 

So many relatives have never be¬ 
fore been seen together in the 
same Test match. 

— Jawahar Ezekiel (Calcutta). 


Pat for officials 

A MID the feverish excitement 
generated by the revival of 
Indn Pak cricket, an important 
development concerning the Packer 
Series went largely unnoticed. The 
cricket administrators in New Zea¬ 
land have permitted Richard 
Hadlee to appear _ for Packer on 
the condition that it does not inter¬ 
fere with domestic cricket. 

These officials must be compli¬ 
mented on their mature approach. 
They neither retaliated like the 
ICC did; nor did they vacillate like 
the West Indies and the Pakistan 
Boards did. As long as a cricketer 
makes himsell available to his 
board whenever required, he 
should be free to earn money else¬ 
where. The Boards should be aus¬ 
tere only when he absents himself 
from traditional cricket in order 
to be able to play elsewhere for 
money. 

— Anil Jauhri (Kanpur). 


Money counts 

TT will not be surprising if to- 
morrow Gavaskar, Viswanath, 
B e d i, (Chandrasekhar, Mohinder 
and others sipn for Packer Cricket. 
After all it is money that counts 
in this world. No doubt our cricket 
control board has given sufficient 
facilities to our players recently. 
It was fair on the part of the Cric¬ 
ket Control Board of India, which 
organised a camp recently for selec¬ 
tion of a second set of players to 
play against West Indies in the 
coming series, if the situation 
arises. Under any circumstances we 
should not select the players who 
join Packer Cricket. We should 
also not worry about losing them. 
We have ^ot a number of talented 
players in the country and we 
should try them. 

— Milind Keny (Margao—Goa)- 
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‘I’m going to be 
another Pel4!” 

-saysRi^u* 














I’m going to be a 
really great footballer. 

Just wait and see! 

1 practise four hours every day 
And 1 drink my Horlicks 
twice a day. Mummy, says 
it will make me grow up 
strong and healthy. 

A reaUhamp. 

One day, you’ll want 
my autograph!” 


W' 


Horlick' 




HORLICKS-The Great Nourisher 

Hodicks IS a Registered Trade Mark, 
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